? 



POOR RELIEF (IRELAND). 



FURTHER RETURNS to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 17 March 1843 -,—for, 

COPIES of the Estimates for erecting each of the Pooriiouses now open in Ireland, 
approved of by the Poor Law Commissioners, and a Return of the whole of the 
Monies laid out upon each Building ; stating also, the present Condition of each 
Poorhouse, and whether any further Outlay is required for the Completion, Alteration, 
or Repair of such House; together with Copies of any Complaints addressed to the 
Commissioners by the Guardians of any Union relative to the Execution of Contracts 
or Works, or to the Condition of the Poorhouse. 

RETURNS of all Expenses incurred for Furniture, Clothing, or otherwise, as 
Outfit, in every Poorhouse: — Of the Number of Paupers in each Poorhouse in 
the first Week of every Month since the Opening of such Poorhouse ; distinguishing 
the Sexes, and the Adult from the Infant Paupers; and stating the Number that 
received Instruction in the first Week of every Month, and the Number that may have 
been in the Hospital or Infirmary in each Month. 

COPIES of any Instructions, relating to the Education of Paupers, issued by the 
Commissioners; and Copies of any Correspondence upon that Subject with any 
Board of Guardians. 

RETURNS of the Paid Officers belonging to each Poorhouse, and the Salaries 
received by each of them ; showing also, the Payment or Allowances made to any 
Valuator, Collector, or other Person employed by the Union : — Of the whole 
Expenditure of each Poorhouse up to the present Time ; distinguishing the Cost 
of maintaining the Paupers from other Expenses ; showing the Amount of Monies 
paid, and of Debt due by each Union: — Of the Rates voted by the Guardians of the 
various Unions ; showing the Amount collected, and the Arrears due by Collectors 
or Rate-payers in each Union. 

COPIES of any Resolutions of a Board of Guardians for a Rate to be levied 
hereafter, or stating Reasons for refusing or postponing any further Rate : — Of any 
Resolutions of a Board of Guardians directing a Rate to be levied in different 
Sums, on different Electoral Divisions, in accordance with the Sixty-second Section of 
the Irish Poor Law Act ; and Copies of any Schedules which may have been made 
to show the past Expenditure chargeable upon, and Amount of Rate to be levied in, the 
different Electoral Divisions of any Union : — Of any Application for increased Military 
or Constabulary Force, to enforce the Levy of the Poor Rate. 

[In continuation of Pari. Paper, No. 275, Scss. 1843.] 



{Mr. William O'Brien.) 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 

24 August 1843. 



LL__ 



LIST OF RETURNS. 



(Returns presented to The House of Commons 22d August 1843.) 

I— WORKHOUSES: 

Copies of the Estimates for erecting each of the Poorhouses now open in Ireland, approved 
of by the Poor Law Commissioners, and a Return of the whole of the Monies laid out upon 
each Building; stating also, the present Condition of each Poorhouse, and whether any 
further Outlay is required for the Completion, Alteration or Repair of such House ; together 
with Copies of any Complaints addressed to the Commissioners by the Guardians of any 
Union relative to the Execution of Contracts or Works, or to the Condition of the Poor- 
house. 

[First portions of this Division included in former Returns.] 

Complaints p ^ 

II. — UNION EXPENSES: 

Return of all Expenses incurred for Furniture, Clothing, or otherwise, as Outfit, in every 
Poorhouse; and, 

Return of the whole Expenditure of each Union up to the present Time ; distinguishing 
the Cost of maintaining the Paupers from other Expenses; and showing the Amount of 
Monies paid, and of Debt due, by each Union. 

Supplementary Returns received since the former Return was made - - p.263 

III. — PAUPERS IN WORKHOUSES; 

Return of the Number of Paupers in each Poorhouse in the first Week of every Month 
since the Opening of such Poorhouse ; distinguishing the Sexes, and the Adult from the 
Infant Paupers ; and stating the N umber that received Instruction in the first Week of every 
Month, and the Number that may have been in the Hospital or Infirmary in each Month. 

Supplementary Returns received since the former Return was made - - p. 264 

IV. — UNION OFFICERS: 

Return of the paid Officers belonging to each Poorhouse, and the Salaries received by 
each of them ; showing also the Payment or Allowances made to any Valuator, Collector, 
or other Person employed by the Union. 

Supplementary Returns received since the former Return was made - ■ P* 266 

V. — POOR RATES : 



Return of the Rates voted by the Guardians of the various Unions, showing the Amount 
collected, and the Arrears due, by Collectors or Rate payers in each Union. 

Copies of any Resolutions of a Board of Guardians for a Rate to be levied hereafter or 
stating Reasons for refusing or postponing any further Rate; also, Copies of any Resolu- 
tions of a Board of Guardians directing a Rate to be levied in different Sums on different 
Electoral Divisions, in accordance with the sixty-second Section of the Irish Poor Relief 
Act; and Copies of any Schedules which may have been made to show the past Expen- 
diture chargeable upon, and Amount of Rate to be levied, in the different Electoral Divisions 
of any Union. 

Copies of any Application for increased Military or Constabulary Force to enforce the Levy 
of the Poor-rate. J 

Supplementary Returns to those received when the former Return was made - p. 267 

VI.-EDUCATION OF PAUPERS: 



Copies of any Instructions relating to the Education of Paupers, issued by 

sioners 

Corns of any Correspondence upon the subject with any Board of Guardians 



the Commis- 

- p. 271 

- P- 274 



(Returns presented to The House of Commons 24th August 1843.) 

I.— WORKHOUSES: 

Copies of the Estimates for erecting each of the Poorhouses now open in Ireland, approved 
of by the Poor Law Commissioners, and a Return of the whole of the Monies laid out upon 
each Building ; stating also, the present Condition of each Poorhouse, and whether any 
further Outlay is required for the Completion, Alteration or Repair of such House; together 
with Copies of any Complaints addressed to the Commissioners by the Guardians of any 
Union relative to the Execution of Contracts or Works, or to the Condition of the Poor- 
house. 

[First portions of this Division included in former Returns.] 

Complaints 321 

VI.— EDUCATION OF PAUPERS; 

Copies of any Instructions relating to the Education of Paupers, issued by the Commis- 
sioners. 

Copies of any Correspondence upon the subject with any Board of Guardians - p. 427 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin,] 
19 & 21 August 1843. J 



Arthur Moore, 

Chief Clerk, 
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I.— WORKHOUSES. 



COPIES of the Estimates for erecting each of the Poohhouses now open in Ireland, 
approved of by the Poor Law Commissioners, and a Return of the whole of the 
Monies laid out upon each Building ; stating also, the present Condition of each 
Poorhouse, and whether any further Outlay is required for the Completion, 
Alteration, or Repair of such House; together with Copies of any Complaints 
addressed to the Commissioners by the Guardians of any Union relative to the 
Execution of Contracts or Works, or to the Condition of the Poorhouse. 



[Note — The first portions of this Division having been included in the Returns already 
made, the following Return contains copies of Complaints. 

With a view to comply with the Order, as far as practicable, in the present Session of 
Parliament, it has been deemed expedient to make a Return, comprising as many of the 
papers as it has been possible to include, without delaying them during the longer time 
that would be necessary for a complete Return of all the papers relating to this portion of 
the Order, for which it has been necessary to inspect the entire correspondence of the 
Commissioners from the commencement of the building operations. It has been found 
impossible, up to the present time, to entirely complete this portion of the Return, owing 
to the extent of labour caused by it, and the great pressure of business in the office, for the 
discharge of which, including the other Returns which have been called for and made, it has 
been necessary to obtain extra assistance, which has been applied, as far as it was possible 
to do so, witli advantage.] 



- 17 

- 18 



Abbeyleix 
Antrim - 
Ardec 
Armagh - 
Athlone - 



Bailicborough 
Ballina. 

Ballinasloe - - - 25 

Ballinrobe. 

Ballycastle - - - 0 

Ballymena - - - 10 

Ballymoney - - - 26 

Ballyshannon - - 30 
Balrothery - - - 30 

Baltinglass - - -33 

Banbridge 
Bandon - 
Bantry. 

Belfast - - - - 40 

Boyle .... 48 
Cahirciveen. 

Callan - - - - 49 

Carlow - - - - 52 

Carrickmacross. 
Carrick-on-Shannon 53 



- 36 



Carrick-on-Suir - 


Page 
- 64 


Cashel - - - 
Castlebar. 


- 56 


Castleblaney - 


- 10 


Castlederg - - 


- 240 


Castlerea - - - 


- 59 




- 60 


Celbridge - - 
Clifden. 


- 61 


Clogheen - - 
Clogher. 


- 71 


Clones. 

Clonmel - - - 


-176 


Coleraine - - 
Cookstown. 


- 76 


Cootehill - - - 


- 21 


Cork - - - - 


- 78 


Donegal - - - 
Downpatrick. 


- 79 


Drogheda - - 
Dublin, North - 


- 80 
- 81 




- 88 


Dundalk - - - 




Dunfauaghy - - 


- 92 


Dungannon - - 


- 92 


Dungarvan - - 


- 209 



UNIONS. 



Dunmanway 
Dunshaughlin 
Edenderry - 
Enniscorthy - 
Enniskillen - 
Ennistymon - 
Fermoy - - 
Galway - - 
Glenties - - 
Gorey - - 
Gort - - - 
Inishowen. 



Kanturk - - ■ 
Kenmare. 
Kilkeel - - 
Killamey - 
Kilmallock - 
Kilrush - - 
Lame. 

Letterkenny. 
Lisburn - - 
Lis towel - - 
Londonderry 
Longford. 
Loughrea 



Lowtherstown - - 404 
Magherafelt. 
Manorhamilton - - 164 
Midleton - - - - 165 

Milford. 

Monaghan - - - 166 

Mountmelick - - 1 67 
Mullingar - - - 168 

Naas ----- 227 
Navan - - - - 168 

New Ross - - - 228 

Newry - - - _ 231 

Newtownards - - 232 
Newtown Limavady 170 
Rathdown - - - 232 

Roscrea - - - - 234 



Scariff - - - 
Shillelagh - - 
Strabane - - - 
Swineford. 
Thurles - - - 
Tullamore - - 
Westport. 
Wexford - - - 
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ABBEYLEIX UNION. 



Resolution of Guardians, 16 th May 1842. 

(No. 6067 D. 42.) 

That we are of opinion, for the following reasons, viz. being less liable to be stolen or 
injured, less injurious to health, and being much cheaper, that metal pipes are preferable to 
lead ones for conveying water to the poorhouses ; and for the purpose of getting this work 
done, we recommend that advertisements should be circulated by the Commissioners, inviting 
competition. ° 

Commissioners’ Reply, 2d June 1842. 

The Commissioners desire to state, that they have received their architect’s observations, 
from which it appears, that the lead pipes were ordered previously to the wish of the 
Guardians upon the subject being known, or their desire would have been complied with. 

At the same time the Commissioners desire to state, that lead pipe was ordered because 
it was, on the whole, considered to be more economical, being of much less size than the iron 
pipe must have been; and with respect to the objection as to its liability to be stolen, it is 
expected, that in the place in which it is laid down, little danger on this ground is to be 
apprehended. 



Resolution 



I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Abbeyleix Union. 
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CORRESPONDENCE between the POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS and 



I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Abbeyleix Union. 



Resolution of Guardians, 23d May 1842. 

(No. C417 D. 42.) 

That a letter be written to the Commissioners, requesting that the house should be given 
up by the contractor as soon as possible, on account of the great distress in the country, and 
that it need not be delayed till the water-pipes are laid, as the paupers could supply water 
for some time, and, from the report of the clerk of works, two streams are on the 
premises. 

Commissioners’ Reply to foregoing Resolution, 28th May 1842. 

The Commissioners desire to state, that they have addressed a letter to the contractor (a 
copy of which is herewith enclosed) desiring him to hand over the building to the Guardians, 
and that Mr. O'Douoghue, Assistant Commissioner, will attend at Abbeyleix as early as 
possible to arrange with the Board for the admission of paupers into the workhouse. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Contractor, above referred to. 

(No. 6417 D. 42.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 28 th May 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners having had before them a resolution passed by the Board 
of Guardians of the Abbeyleix Union on the 23d instant, expressing their desire that the 
workhouse should be opened for the reception of paupers as soon as possible, the Com- 
missioners request, that on being applied to by the Guardians, or any duly authorized person, 
you will cause the building to be handed over to them. 

The Commissioners desire at the same time to state, that this will not affect or prejudice 
any of the liabilities contained in your contract. 

By order of the Board, 

Mr. F. Armstrong, Builder, Arthur M Chief C l crk . 

49, Lower Baggot-street. 



Resolution of Guardians, 30th May 1842. 

That we are of opinion, that all the earthen 
floors, and many other parts of the workhouse, 
is not properly executed, and that we thus 
draw the Commissioners’ attention to the 
subject, in order that they may not pay the 
contractor until all parts of the workhouse is 
properly finished according to his contract, as 
we consider the floors and many other ill- 
finished parts of the work, are a part of the 
liabilities contemplated in the letter of the 
Commissioners to Mr. Armstrong, of the date 
of the 28 th instant, No. 6417. 



Architect’s Remark thereon, 

4th August 1842. 

Works are being performed by the clerk of 
the works. I attended a meeting of Guardians 
at Abbeyleix on the 25th July, and stated, 
that the clerk of works was completing 
some unfinished works that the contractor 
was liable to. 

Geo. W. 



That the gentlemen being Guardians of the Abbeyleix division of this Union be a com- 
mittee for the purpose of taking up the workhouse from the contractor, with the view of 
admitting the poor with as little delay as possible, but that our doing so is not to be con- 
sidered any approval of any bad or ill-finished work which may be done. 



Resolutions of Guardians, 31st May 1842. 

(No. 6701 D. 42.) „ . 

That we have had a satisfactory communication with Mr. Armstrong, relative to the 
earthen floors of the workhouse, and he has promised to see the work of which we complained 
properly executed. 

That the contractor having given up the workhouse to the Board, the different officers be 
required to take possession of their respective apartments, and supply themselves with a 
regular scale of dietary till the next day of meeting. 



Resolution of Guardians, 28 th June 1842. 

(No. 7908 D. 42.) 

That from the unfinished state of the cesspools and shores, there is a most offensive smell, 
which we greatly fear will cause fever, and we request the Commissioners will direct the 
contractor to immediately remedy the neglect. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 1 st July 1842. 

The Commissioners desire to state, that instructions have been given to the architect to 
communicate with the contractor upon the subject forthwith, in order that they may be 
properly completed. 

Resolution 
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the GUARDIANS OF UNIONS relathe to POORIIOUSES (IRELAND). 5 
Resolution of Guardians, 11th June 1842. 

(No. 8491 D. 42.) 

That the medical officer having attended the Board, and reported that the boys’ schools 
and work-rooms are in an unhealthy state, owing to bullocks’ blood being used in the floors, 
from which there still continues an offensive smell, it is requested that the Commissioners 
will adopt some means to remedy the defect complained of; and we also inform them that 
there have been no measures taken to improve the cesspools. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 16th July 1842. 

The Commissioners desire to state, that they have called the attention of their architect 
to the subject, with a view to his giving the necessary instructions thereon. The Guardians 
should, in the meantime, cause some lime and sand to be spread over the floors, and should 
confer with the medical officer as to any steps that may be necessary, from time to time, for 
preserving the health of the inmates. 

Architect’s Remark thereon, 20th July 1842. 

I have inspected the floors, which, in the boys’ school, retain the smell longer than is usual, 
and I have directed measures to be taken accordingly. The cesspools cannot be better • 
but, to prevent an apprehended nuisance, by their overflowing into a spring, another dry cess- 
pool is required, which I will arrange. 

Geo. W. 



Resolution of Guardians, 25th July 1842. 

(No. 9200 D. 42.) 

That the floors in the boys’ work and school room be immediately removed by the 
paupers ; and that we purchase a sufficient quantity of lime and corn gravel to make a new 
floor. 

Architect’s Remark thereon, 11th August 1842. 

In accordance with a verbal recommendation I made to the Board of Guardians, owing 
to the strong smell of offensive blood used in the making the floors, and I said that the 
cost of these floors (which is small) would be deducted from the contractor’s account as 
he had not taken sufficient care. 



Resolution of Guardians, 8th August 1842. 

(No. 9920 D. 42.) 

That the master be directed to have the floors in the boys’ room properly made with 
mortar, and the privies covered, according to the directions in the doctor’s report by the 
next day of meeting. r ’ J 



Resolution of Guardians, 22d August 1842. 

(No. 10528 D. 42.) 

That we regret to find no water is coming to the poorhouse, and are under the impression, 
that if the Guardians had been allowed the management of procuring the water, such repeated 
disappointments would not have occurred. r 

That the Commissioners be respectfully called on to remedy this severe inconvenience. 

Architect’s Remark, 24th August 1842. 

Wrote to Mr. Sweeny to go to Abbeyleix, and do what is required in the examination of 
the pipes. 



Examined the pipes, &c., according to instructions, and reported to Mr. Wilkinson that 
the supply of water was abundant, and now very satisfactory. 

_ _ , , J- S., 30th August 1842. 

Geo. W., 30th August 1842. 



Resolution of Guardians, 12th September 1842. 

(No. 11563 D. 42.) 

That a letter be written to the Commissioners, stating that the arches of the boilers in the 
kitchen and wash-house are giving way, that the bath in the men’s probationary wards does 
not hold the water, and that the rain comes through the roof of the men’s probationary ward 
and to request that they will have these defects remedied. 

Contractor’s attention called hereto by the architect 16th September 1842. 

Architect’s Note, 26th September 1842. 

Wrote to clerk of Guardians respecting the within, with a view to have done what is 
required. 

Geo. W. 

B Resolution 



I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Abbeyleix Union. 



image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



6 CORRESPONDENCE between the POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS and 






(Complaints). Resolution of Guardians, 3d October 1842. 

' (No. 12812 D. 42.) 

Abbeyleix Union. That we have to request the Commissioners will not allow the balance of the contractor’s 
account to be paid him until all the earthen floors in the house be properly made, which are 
now full of holes and ripping up ; and the yard walls are giving way on account of the bad 
foundation ; the gates are also hung too low for the yards to be properly gravelled. In 
reply to Mr. Wilkinson’s letter, we have to state, that the contractor has repaired the bath, 
the arches of the boilers, and the roof over the probationary ward. 

Referred to the Architect, 5th October 1 842. 



Resolution of Guardians, 7th November 1842. 

(No. 14792.) 

That many of the chimnies of this house were given up in a bad state, they not drawing 
the smoke ; of which our clerk do acquaint the Commissioners, with a view to their getting 
the evil remedied. 

Architect's Remark thereon, 16th November 1842. 

Mr. Doolin has been instructed to go to Abbeyleix, and see that the chimnies which 
smoke are remedied ; they are three in the infirmary, which were not coved, I believe ; all 
the others in the house draw well : I had attended to these chimnies before this communi- 
cation was received, having inspected the building last week. 

Geo. W. 



Minutes of Guardians, 14th November 1842. 

Medical Report for the week ending 13th November 1842. 

(No. 15165 D. 42.) 

The house is free from fever or other contagious disease. 

It would add very much to the size and ventilation of the middle wards in the upper story 
of the infirmary if the corridor were thrown into them, by removing the brick partition ; 
besides giving larger apartments, it would more effectually prevent the male and female 
patients from meeting. 

Nothing has as yet been done to prevent the chimnies from smoking. 

(signed) W. Boxwell. 



Minutes of Guardians, 14th November 1842. 

Resolved, That the partitions in the upper story of the infirmary alluded to by Dr. Boxwell 
shall be taken down by the visiting committee, according to the suggestions of Dr. Boxwell. 

Architect’s Remark, 22d November 1842. 

The three chimnies in the infirmary which smoke have been now remedied under 
Mr. Doolin’s inspection ; the sweep who was employed to clear the lodged mortar from the 
inside of the chimnies did not act fairly ; he was employed by my directions, and he has 
been paid for the work. 

I beg to recommend the Commissioners’ sanction of the removal of the partition, which 
is a proposition originating from Mr. Nicholl’s remarks to Dr. Boxwell in his inspection of 
the house. 

Geo. W. 

Approved by the Commissioners by letter of 26th November 1842. 



Minutes of Guardians, 12th December 1842. 

Extract from Medical Report, 10th December 1842. 

(No. 16717 D. 42.) 

The women’s side of the house is in a very bad and unhealthy state from wet ; the rain 
comes in from the ventilators ; if not attended to, and remedied, it will be impossible to keep 
the young children from taking inflammatory colds. 

(signed) W. Boxwell, m. d. 
Commissioners’ Reply, 22d December 1842. 

The architect’s attention has been called to the dampness alleged to exist in the women's 
side of the workhouse ; and he has instructed a competent person to attend to and rectify 
the matter complained of, 



Minutes 
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the GUARDIANS OF UNIONS relative to POORHOUSES (IRELAND). 7 

Minutes of Guardians, 9th Jauuary 1843. 

No. 533 D. 43.) Extract from Medical Report, 8th January 1843. 

Nothing has as yet been done to remedy the damp and wet state of the walls in the 
women s dormitory; if not soon attended to, the wood-work will be damaged. 

(signed) W. Boxwell, m. d. 

Resolved, That we do at once employ an architect to report on the damp of the house and 
imperfect state of the ventilators, and to suggest means for remedying them, without waiting 
any longer for the inspector promised to be sent by the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Architect s Remark thereon, 11th January 1843. 

Mr KeUy is gone to Abbeyleix to attend to some glazing, &c., which requires to be 
re-puttied and he has been instructed respecting the ventilators, and to examine the walls, 
w rote to clerk of the Lruardians to explain this circumstance. 

Geo - W - 

(No. 1021 D. 43.) Minute of Guardians, 16th January 1843. 

Read a report from Mr. P. Warner, architect, on the dampness of the house. — Ordered, 
lhat a copy of said report be sent to the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Report received with foregoing Resolution. 

To the Board of Guardians of the Abbeyleix Union. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, 

In pursuance of a resolution and order of your Board, I have inspected the workhouse, 
and have to report as follows : — * 

The damp proceeding from the walls is owing to the exposed situation of the building, 
especially the south ends of wmgs and south and west sides of turrets, so much exposed to 
the prevailing winds, frequently accompanied with rain, which, owing to the freshness of the 
building and style of mason work, penetrates the mortar, and passes through the full thickness 
• j ii J 5 thence communicating with the joists and floors, causes on them an almost 
mere 1 e amp, spreading to a distance of several feet on platforms and gangways, and 
also on stairs of turrets, as though water had been thrown on them. 

I he ventilators also admit of a portion of the rain which a strong wind forces into them, 
and, fl- om the construction of the interior of the aperture, penetrates the mason-work, and 
descends through the arches of windows underneath; from thence it spreads on the gangways. 

, „ . m P in schoolmaster’s and schoolmistress’s rooms is caused in some measure by the 

tall of rain-water from the eaves of the adjoining wings, which are without eaves’ gutters to 
carry off the same, consequently falling on the lower roof, and splashing from thence against 
the side walls of wings, thereby causing a greater damp than otherwise would be ; also a want 
01 sufficient ventilation in such small apartments to carry off the damp air that otherwise 
must condense on the w'alls and windows. 

With regard to the windows, the damp proceeding from them is from three different 
causes ; first I apprehend, from the beding of some of the glass ; secondly, from the 
unabsorbing quality of metal sashes, on the surface of which the condensed air lies, until 
so much accumulates, that it must run off on the floors and gangways : and, thirdly, the 

porous quality of the glass adds to the damp. J 

Ihe cause of the dropping water from the roof is owing to the ridged tiles not being all 
properly beded and pointed, and I apprehend some defects in the rendering over the backs 
of rafters. n 

As remedies for the defects stated, I beg leave to suggest the following : 

1 hat the joints of such masonry be raked out to the depth of three quarters of an inch, 
and pointed with good Roman cement, carefully attended to until set. That the ventilators 
e replaced by others of similar construction on the inside of walls, but having a tube of 
cast-iron, lead or zinc attached, passing to the outer surface of the walls on an incline 
equal to the present ones, the tube narrowing to the outer end to about three inches square : 
also that additional ventilators be constructed in each angle of the one-pair dormitories, 
passing from the ceilings of same, through the two-pair floor, and up the angles of same, 
m e orm of tubes of wood or zinc, and that the loopholes in gables be made available as 
ventilators, for the egress of foul air ascending from the dormitories. 

indows.— -That a fillet of two inches by one and a half inch, hollowed at top, edged as 
per margin, be firmly attached to the sills of frames on the inside, and that lead or zinc 
ubes of a quarter of an inch diameter be conveyed through the sills of frames to carry off 
any wet that may run from the inside of windows ; one of said pipes to be to each 
compartment of frames, and to pass through the sills on as great an incline as the sill of 
same will admit of. 

That eaves gutters be put to the eaves of wings over schoolmaster’s and mistress’s rooms, 
and that ventilators be constructed in partitions or ceilings of same. 

That the pullies of ventilators in turrets be replaced by brass ones, and the line by that of 
escri Pt |0n > c °mmonly known as garden line, and a separate line to each lid, and 
mat the lines and pullies be properly adjusted. 

16 January 1843. j am> &c 

Referred to the Architect, 18th January 1843. Veter Warner. 

6*6. a -7 ANTRIM 



Workhouses • 
(Complaints). 

Abbeyleix Union. 
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I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints.) 



ANTRIM UNION. 



Antrim Union. 



Resolution of Guardians, 29th April 1841. 

(No. 3689 D. 41.) 

That we see with much regret that the building of the workhouse of this Union has not 
yet been commenced, which delay we cannot but consider as likely to he injurious to the 
work in many respects. We therefore beg respectfully to call the attention of the Poor 
Law Commissioners to the subject, that they may take whatever steps which to them may 
appear necessary in order to have the works put in a state of forwardness. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 24th May 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners desire to state, for the Board’s information, that the report 
of their architect having been received upon this subject, a notice has been served upon the 
contractor for erecting the workhouse, directing him to proceed with the building without 
further delay. 



Report from the Architect as to the progress of the Works. 

(No. 5378 D.41.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

'Gentlemen,' 14th June 1841. 

The contractor for the workhouse of Ballymena and Antrim having failed to make 
satisfactory progress with the works of these buildings, and having been served with notice 
to employ a sufficient number of workmen, and to procure a sufficient quantity of materials 
for the due progress of the works, l have now to state, that no satisfactory change has taken 
place and that the buildings are almost stationary : I have therefore to recommend that 
some’steps be forthwith taken for carrying on these buildings, either by the employment of 
workmen, and the purchase of materials, or by obtaining other contracts for the erection of 
the buildings. 

1 am, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Geo. Wilkinson. 

&c. &c. &c. 

Further notices were served upon the contractor as to these workhouses. 



Resolution of Guardians, 22d June 1841 ; received 3d July 1841. 

(No. 6078 D. 41.) . 

That this Board feel very considerably disappointed at the want of diligence evinced by 
the contractor in the erection of the workhouse of this Union, notwithstanding the remon- 
strance forwarded by them some time ago to the Poor Law Commissioners on the subject. 

Further communication addressed to the contractor 3d July 1841. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 3d July 1841. 

Immediately upon the receipt of the former Minute of the Guardians, relative to the slow 
progress made in completing the Union Workhouse, the Commissioners caused a notice to be 
served upon the contractor, "calling upon him at once to employ a sufficient number of men 
at the works, and informing him, that in case he should not comply with the notice, the 
Commissioners would themselves set men to work. 



Extract from a Letter from the Chairman of the Ballymoney Union. 

(No. 7285 D. 41.) Lissanoure, Ballymoney, 8th August 1841. 

I beg also to remark, that there appears to be great neglect somewhere as regards the 
expediting the works of the Ballymena, Antrim and Ballycastle Workhouses : it is nearly 
five months since contracts were entered into for the two former buildings, and, with the 
exception of a few bricks being made at Antrim, and some stone being dressed, and laid 
down at Ballymena, no progress has been made : the delay in completing those buildings 
will retard considerably the opening of Ballymoney, as it seems to be the general feeling of 
the Board of Guardians not to commence operations to afford relief until all within the 
county can commence together; and from my experience in more southern counties, 
I should certainly coincide with this view. 

I have, &c. 

Geo. Nicholls, esq. Geo. Macartney , 

Chairman, Ballymoney Union. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 11 th August 1841. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th instant, addressed to 
Mr. Nicholls, and to inform you, that he is at present absent from Dublin, on a tour ot 
inspection with the architect in the south and west of Ireland : on his return, your letter 
will be laid before him. 

With respect to the workhouses of Ballymena and Antrim respectively, I am to state, that 
the Poor Law Ccmuiissiouers have recently caused arrangements to be made for transferring 
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the works to another builder, under the contractor’s responsibility, in order to effect their 
more speedy completion. 

I have, &c. 

To Geo. Macartney, esq. &c. &c. &c. Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Lissanoure, Ballymoney. 



Minute of Guardians, 19th April 1842. 

(No. 4779 D. 42.) 

An extraordinary meeting of Guardians was held to-day, for the purpose of taking into 
consideration the matter of Mr. M ‘Gee’s dismissal by the Commissioners’ architect from 
being clerk of works of this Union Workhouse. 

The letter containing Mr. M ‘Gee’s dismissal having been read, the Board adjourned to 
inspect the workhouse building ; and on their return it was resolved, that, having examined 
the workhouse building, the Board are unanimously of opinion, that any defects which 
appear in the joints and surface of the wall alluded to in Mr. Wilkinson’s letter, are princi- 
pally owing to the circumstance of the work being carried on during the last severe winter, 
and the earlier part of the spring ; and as the greater part of the work is now finished, they 
should not wish that any change should be made in the office of clerk of works, and they 
would therefore solicit the continuance of Mr. M'Gee in same, having every confidence in 
his integrity. 

Resolved, That the clerk do call the especial attention of the Commissioners to the above 
resolution. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians on the foregoing. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 7 th May 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration the resolution passed by the 
Board of Guardians of the Antrim Union, at an extraordinary meeting on the 19th instant, 
relative to the removal of "Mr. M'Gee from the office of cleric of the works at the Union Work- 
house, together with a report from their architect on the subject ; and in reference thereto, 
the Commissioners desire to state, that it having been found, from the several surveys made 
of the building, that an inferior description of materials had been used, and that a careless 
mode of executing the masonry had been acquiesced in during Mr. M'Gee’s superintendence 
of the works, it was considered necessary to remove him ; and the Commissioners further- 
desire to state, that they and their architect having been made responsible for the proper 
execution of the works, they do not feel justified, however desirous they may be of complying 
with the request of the Guardians, in continuing the services of Mr. M'Gee as clerk of the 
works of the Antrim Union Workhouse. 

By order of the Board, 

Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 



BALLYCASTLE UNION. 



[See under Antrim Union Mr. Macartney’s Letter of 8th August 1841 (No. 7285. D. 41.)] 
Minute of Guardians, 17th January 1843. 

(No. 1112 D. 43.) 

The clerk directed to write to the contractor about the deficiency of the spouting, and 
again about the pass-key and repairs of the roof ; also about the deficiency of the flue of the 
small boiler. 



Resolution of Guardians, 31st January 1843. 

(No. 2049 D. 43.) 

That the attention of the Commissioners be called to the defective state of the roof of the 
workhouse, which admits the wet in several places ; and as the house has only just been 
opened for the reception of paupers, that the expense of such repairs be charged to the 
contractor. 

Architect's Remark thereon, 11th February 1 S 43 . 

This building, when recently surveyed, was in a very satisfactory state ; I am of opinion 
seme of the tiles have been disturbed by the late severe gales ; the building will however 
be examined, instructions having been sent to Mr. Doolin, who is in the county Antrim. 

Geo. W. 

Commissioners’ Reply to the Guardians’ Resolution, 20th February 1842. 

The attention of the architect has been directed to the matter, and he has given directions 
o have the building examined. 



6l6. 



B 3 



BALLYMENA 



I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Antrim Union. 



Ballycastle Union. 
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Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Ballymena Union, 



Castleblayney 

Union. 



BALLYMENA UNION. 



Resolution of Guardians, 5th December 1840. 

(No. 6891 D. 40.) 

That it is the unanimous opinion of this Board, that the sum of 2 1. 2s., as stated by the 
Commissioners to be paid to the clerk of the works as a weekly salary, is much higher 
than we could procure a competent person for, and that therefore the salary of the person 
now appointed should be reduced to such a rate as a competent person could be here pro- 
cured for. 




Resolution of Guardians, 5th May 1841. 

(No. 3987 D. 41.) 

rhat our clerk be directed to inform the Commissioners, that it is the opinion of this 
Board, the building of the workhouse for this Union has not been carried on with the 
necessary expedition, six months having now elapsed since the contractor was declared, and 
little more than a commencement having yet been made ; and that the Commissioners be 
requested to have the cause of delay, whatever it may be, removed, so that the building may 
be proceeded with, and finished in proper time, it being the wish of the Guardians and 
the inhabitants of this Union generally that there should be no unnecessary delay in bringing 
the Poor Law Act into operation. 

Architect’s Remark thereon, 4th July 1841. 

Attended to by repeated communications with contractor, and report to the Commis- 
sioners : see late correspondence between contractor and Commissioners. 

Geo. W. 

[See under Antrim Union for Architect’s report, and as to notices served upon the 
contractor for building the Antrim and Ballymena Workhouses.] 



Resolution of Guardians, 2d June 1841. 

(No. 5020 D. 41.) 

That inasmuch as the Assistant Commissioner stated to this Board, that the Poor Law 
Commissioners held themselves wholly responsible for the proper execution of the works, 
and retained the control of the matter in their own hands, this Board has to express its 
surprise that no notice has been taken to the resolution passed at its last meeting, relative to 
the delay which has taken place in the erection of the house ; and the Board would again 
press upon the Commissioners the hardship upon this Union of paying salaries to a consider- 
able extent, when only two labourers have been employed about the site for the last six 
weeks. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 9th June 1841. 

Mr. Murphy, the contractor, has been served with notice requiring him at once to employ 
a sufficient number of workmen, and to supply the requisite building materials, according to 
the terms of his contract. 

The Commissioners desire at the same time to observe, that the contractor is responsible 
for any charge to which the Union may be put by his delaying to proceed with the works, 
including the clerk of works salary. 

[See under Antrim Union Mr. Macartney’s Letter of 8th August 1841 (No. 7285 D. 41.)] 



CASTLEBLAYNEY UNION. 



Letter from the Building Committee of Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 1522 D. 41.) 

Gentlemen, Castleblayney, 8th March 1841. 

We, the undersigned Guardians of the Castleblayney Union, being appointed members of 
the building committee, went with the other Guardians of the Union who attended our last 
meeting, and having viewed the building of the workhouse, we were all of opinion, that the 
work is not sufficient, and desired our clerk to write to the clerk of works accordingly. We 
now beg leave to call your attention to the building, in order that it may be made perfect. 

We have, &c. 

William Hamilton. John SkeilL 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. J. M' Watty. J. G, Starke. 



Letter of Commissioners to the Guardians. 

_ Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 1st April 1841 . 

Ihe Poor Law Commissioners having referred the letter of the members of the building 
committee, dated 8th instant, to their architect, and instructed him to examine into the state 

of 
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of the works at Castleblayney workhouse, they desire to inform you, that he has commu- 
nicated with the builder and the clerk of the works, for the puroose of causing the building 
to be proceeded with in a more satisfactory manner ; and an intimation has been given to the 
present clerk of the works that his services will be dispensed with in the present month 
when another person will be appointed. r ’ 



To the Clerk to the Guardians 
of Castleblayney Union. 



By order of the Board, 

W. Stanley, 

Assistant Secretary. 



I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Castleblayney 

Union. 



_ _ Resolution of Guardians, 7th April 1841 

(No. 2729 D. 41.) 

t J e ®, oar ^ of 1 Guardians of Castleblayney Union are of opinion, that the determination 
come to by the Comnnssioners, as communicated to the Board by their letter of the 1 st 
April, with respect to the dismissal of Thomas Ring, the clerk of the works, is most unjust, 
as it appears to the Board that Mr. Ring repeatedly remonstrated with the foreman whilst 
the works were l " P r °g^ss, and that therefore any deficiency there may be is no fault of 
his. 1 he Board beg further to remark, that the Commissioners appear to have come to the 
determination they have on the report of the contractor, an interested person, as furnished to 
their architect, and without having had the matter inquired into on the spot. 

Architect’s Note on the foregoing, 15th April 1841. 

Wrote to clerk of works on the 12th instant, informing him there was no further occasion 
tor his services, lus duties and correspondence being unsatisfactory, arising I am of opinion 
to a great extent (from recent letters of his which I have received), in consequence of illness 
or weakness of intellect, occasioned by a fall from the scaffold. 

Geo. IV. 

The Assistant Commissioner also reported the incompetency of the late clerk of works. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 3d May 1841. 

The Commissioners regret that the removal of the late clerk of works should have been 
considered by the Guardians as “ most unjust,” the Commissioners having been advised of 
his incompetency. 



„ Minutes of Guardians, 1st September 1841. 

(No. 8088 D. 41.) 

Referring to that part of Mr. Gulson’s communication in which he informs the Board that 
the contractor has promised to proceed vigorously with the work, and also to give it his 
undivided attention, the Board have to state, that they cannot place very much reliance on 
such promises of Mr. Murphy, he having frequently made like professions, none of which he 
has adhered to. The Board would beg leave further to suggest, that the timber of the work- 
house has now been exposed to the weather for a very considerable period, a state of things 
which the members of the building committee consider very injurious to the materials. The 
Roard would also suggest, that the architect of the Commissioners be ordered to inspect the 
buildings forthwith ; that his attention be particularly called to the state of the timbers: and 
that the Board be furnished with his report by their next day of meeting. 

Persons also who have supplied the contractor with materials, are loud in their complaints 
of his want of punctuality in his payments. 

Note.— -One of the architect’s assistants directed to inspect the house 7th September 1841 • 
and a notice served upon the contractor. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 13th September 1841. 

The Commissioners have directed the necessary steps to be taken in this case, and they 
will take care to protect the interests of the Union in all matters connected with the work- 
house, the providing of which has been confided to the Commissioners by the Legislature. 

Architect’s Note on the foregoing, 24th September 1841. 

The timbers of the roofs have been surveyed, and are not considered injured by exposure 
to the weather since they were put up, and the scantlings were cut out of the log but a very 
short period before they were placed in their present position. Steps have been taken for 
the more satisfactory progress of the works, and a favourable change is now being made. 

Geo. W. 



Resolution of Guardians, 1 st December 1841. 

(No. 11027 D. 41.) 

That a representation be forwarded by the clerk on the part of this Board to the Poor 
' Commissioners, stating the ^reat and serious delay which is occurring in the building 
o the house, and setting forth, that the dining-room is not yet wholly roofed in, although 
the timbers have been exposed to the weather during the whole year, and that only seven 
masons and eight carpenters are at present employed ; that the main building is not yet 
toady to be roofed in ; and that the shortness of the materials on the ground leads the 
Guardians to fear that very serious injury will arise to the building, from the procrastinating 
manner in which the works are conducted. 

B 4 Commissioners’ 
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Commissioners’ Answer, 8th December 1841. 

The immediate attention of their Architect shall be called to the subject. 

Note by the Architect. 

Attended to. 

13 December 1841. Geo. W. 



Resolution of Guardians, 9t.h March 1842. 

(No. 2908 D. 42.) 

That this Board is of opinion, that the building of our workhouse is proceeding most 
unsatisfactorily, although we have frequently received intimation from the Commissioners 
that steps were being taken to have the works prosecuted with vigour. 

Architect’s Notes on foregoing. 

I consider the only way is now to employ workmen. 

10 March 1842. Geo. W. 

The contractor communicated with. 

Arrangements are now finally complete for the better progress of the works. 

6 April 1842. Geo. W. 



Minute of Guardians, 4th May 1842. 

(No. 5626 D. 42.) 

That we have seen with regret that the interest of this Union has not been attended to by 
the Poor Law Commissioners : the contract for finishing the poorhouse has not been ful- 
filled, yet the Commissioners have taken no steps to enforce the fulfilment of it: the walls 
were bad, and the timber of the roof was allowed to remain exposed to the weather; and 
when the clerk of the works complained of the materials and building, he was removed, and 
the person the Commissioners sent was uncle by marriage to one of the persons complained 
against as furnishing insufficient materials, &c. &c. We are therefore resolved to bring 
these matters before Parliament, in order to obtain redress, and that the following gentlemen 
be appointed a committee to draw up a petition to Parliament, viz. W. Hamilton, esq., 
Edward Golding, esq., Hamilton M'Math, esq., and Janies M‘ Watty, esq. 



Letter from Mr.Gulson, Assistant Commissioner to the Commissioners, 7th May 1842. 
(No. 5627 D. 42.) 

At this time there were, and for nearly a fortnight previously there had been, eighty men 
employed at the works, and a considerable stock of materials, timber, stone, brick, lime, 
sand, slates, &c. had been procured, and were in due course of delivery. Every thing 
appeared satisfactory and smooth as regarded the future progress and speedy completion of 
the building. 

No sooner, however, was it known that the Board of Guardians had resolved to petition, 
and (in their words) “ obtain redress,” than a renewal of the combination amongst the 
Castleblayney creditors of Mr. Murphy, the contractor, took place, and on Thursday morning 
about 100 men, chiefly strangers, headed by the late foreman (whom Murphy had dis- 
charged), made a forcible irruption into the premises, and maltreated the workmen, threatening 
their lives if they went on with the work, and in this riotous manner dragged the workmen 
from their employment. 

Since this no workman has dared to resume his employment. I have directed informations 
to he sworn against the foreman and others who are recognized, and the cases will come on 
before the magistrates of Castleblayney ; but I apprehend that without the assistance of the 
police we shall have great difficulty in going on for some time to come. 

The works, I am sorry to say, are again at a stand, in consequence of this violence, and 
the spirit which prevails amongst the creditors of Murphy, the coutractor ; and we must of 
course await the decision of the magistrates as regards the informations. 

I intend to go to Castleblayney to-morrow, and I wish not to trouble you more than is 
necessary in the matter ; but it is right that you should be fully acquainted with the whole 
facts. 

I last week paid above 60 1 . for wages at Castleblayney, and of course the work-people 
are suffering great injury from being thrown out of employment by this riotous and most 
unjustifiable proceeding. 

I am, &c. 

George Nicholls, esq. Edward Gulson. 



Castleblayney and Camckmacross Unions. 

Note. — Much difficulty having arisen from the failure on the part of the person who con- 
tracted for building these workhouses to execute his contracts, the Commissioners succeeded, 
in March 1842, in making arrangements for carrying on the buildings by weekly payments, 
under their own direction, for workmen’s wages and materials, an agreement beino- entered 
into accordingly by the contractor. — [Sec Architect’s Report in the Commissioners’ Annual 
Report for 1842, App. D. No. 1.] 



ardee 
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Resolution of Guardians, 20th April 1842. 

(No. 4957 D. 42.) 

That our chairman be requested to have such communication made with the Commissioners 
respecting the delay had in handing over the poorhouse of this Union to the Board as may 
enable the Guardians to satisfy their constituents on the subject. 

Minute of Guardians, 4th May 1842. 

(No. 5719 D. 42.) 

That the following reply of the Assistant Poor Law Commissioner be entered on the 
books. 



My dear Sir, Rostrevor, 30th April 1842. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, enclosing resolution of the Ardee Board 
of Guardians, and in reply thereto, I confess I scarcely understand the meaning of the 
words as to “ delay in handing over the poorhouse to the Board.” 

The 35th section of the Act provides that the Commissioners are to build the workhouse, 
purchase the site, &c., and the same clause enacts that the workhouse, when built, together 
with the property purchased, shall vest in the Commissioners for ever ; there is, consequently, 
no “ handing over ” of the property to the Guardians. 

lhe 41st section enacts, that when the Commissioners shall have declared the workhouse 
fit for the reception of destitute poor, it shall be lawful for the Guardians to take order for 
the relieving, &c. the destitute poor. 

This declaration of the Commissioners was on the Board-table last Board-day, and was 
produced by the clerk ; but at a previous meeting of the Guardians, it was resolved, that the 
house should be opened at the same time that the rate-books were completed, and the 
collectors’ books placed in the hands of the collectors, so that the levy of the rate and the 
opening of the house might commence together. 

The rate and collectors’ books were not ready at the last meeting, but were ordered to be 
completed by next Wednesday ; and I therefore consider, that the intention of the Board of 
Guardians was to defer opening the house till their previous resolution as to the levy of the 
rate could be carried into effect ; this is usual in other Unions, and I so understood it at 
Ardee, especially as the officers of the house were not ordered to make the necessary 
preparations. 

Besides this, the clerk of works discovered that the two main landings of the staircases 
had been improperly and insufficiently secured, and that they had given way in consequence : 
these he showed to me ; and as they rendered the occupation of the house dangerous untii 
the defect was remedied, I instructed him at once to call upon the contractor to take them 
down, and replace these stone landings in a secure and workmanlike manner (at his own 
cost, of course). 

This work has occupied two weeks ; and until the defect was remedied, it would certainly 
have been dangerous to have occupied the house ; besides that, it would be inexpedient to 
have works of that nature going on at the same time as the poor were to be received and 
kept in order by the officers of the establishment. 

Under these circumstances, I trust that the Board of Guardians will be of opinion that 
no unnecessary delay has occurred. ’ 

Concurring with you entirely in opinion, that it is especially desirable to receive the poor 
at the earliest possible period, and also that it would be best at once to take measures to 
have the officers take charge of the stores and furniture, I have, by your advice and with 
your concurrence, instructed the clerk to direct all the officers to take charge and to be in 
readiness to commence next Wednesday, when I hope to be able to attend the Board and 
give any further explanation or assistance which is in my power. 



T. Lee Norman, esq. 



I am, &c. 

E. Gulson. 



Resolved, That the officers of the house be instructed to have the house prepared, and 
every thing ready for the reception of inmates, on that day (13th instant), including such 
supplies as are necessary to commence with. 



I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Ardee Union. 



Letter from Clerk to Guardians to the Commissioners, 3d June 1842. 

(No. 6880 D. 42.) 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians of this Union to state to you, that the well is 
not sunk deep enough, and the supply of water is quite insufficient for the establishment, 
even for the number at present admitted, and also that the metal pipe has failed where the 
cock is fastened to the boiler in wash-house, without any accident, and to request your 
instructions thereupon. 

I am also directed to say, that the attention of Mr. Williams, clerk of works, has been 
caned to the insufficiency of the supply of water, who gave directions as to the working of 
the pump, which has been strictly attended to ; notwithstanding, 25 gallons of water is the 
utmost that can be procured in the dav. 



6l 6. 



C 



Commissioners’ 



image 



digitised 



by the University of Southampton 



Library Digitisation 



Unit 



14 CORRESPONDENCE between the POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS and 

I. 

Workhouses Commissioners’ Reply, 4th June 1842. 

(Complaints.) The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 3d instant 
Ardee Union relative to the supply of water in the well of the workhouse of the Ardee Union, and to 
the bursting of a pipe in the wash-house ; and the Commissioners desire to state, that the 
attention of the architect has been called to the subject. 



Minute of Guardians, 28th June 1842. 

(No. 8148 D. 42.) 

That our chairman be requested to apply to Assistant Commissioner, Edward Gulson, 
inquiring from him why several tables and forms have been removed from the dining-hall 
and referring him to the resolution passed on 22d September last relative to supplying 
several articles of furniture for the house, and requesting that such remaining furniture as is 
wanted shall be forthwith supplied, and also to call the Commissioners’ attention to the 
state of the boiler in kitchen and laundry, which, in the opinion of the visiting Committee, 
will require to be new set. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 14th July 1842. 

The Commissioners desire to inform the Guardians, that the architect has communicated 
with the contractor on the subject. 



Minute of Guardians, 23d August 1842. 

(No. 10848 D. 42.) 

Ordered, That our clerk be directed to write to the Poor Law Commissioners, drawing 
their attention to the offensive state of the privies in the workhouse, and requesting them to 
make the contractor examine the same, as he promised some time ago ; also to inform them, 
that the Board are of opinion that the contractor should pay the expense incurred by them 
for drawing water for the use of the house, the pump not having been properly sunk. 
Commissioners’ Letter to Clerk on the subject of the foregoing Resolution, 

26th August 1842. 

Your communication has been referred to the architect, in order that he may communicate 
with the contractor thereupon. 



Minute of Guardians, 20 th September 1842. 

(No. 12121 D. 42.) 

The building committee having approved of the tender of Mr. Alexander Shekleton for 
erecting the waterworks, &c. pursuant to specification, for the sum of 85 1., and to keep 
the same in repair for a period of 12 months from their completion, 

Ordered, That our clerk perfect the contract with Mr. Alexander Shekleton for the same. 
Commissioners’ Reply, 31st October 1842. 

With reference to the resolution for the acceptance of Mr. Shekleton’s tender for erecting 
waterworks at the workhouse for the sum of 85 /., the Commissioners desire to express their 
approval thereof. 



Letter from Clerk to the Guardians to the Commissioners, 23d September 1842. 

(No. 12046 D. 42.) 

1 am directed by the Board of Guardians of this Union to forward you the accompanying 
account for the supply of water in the workhouse, amounting to 9 1. 19s. 6 d., requesting that 
the same may be deducted from the contractors for building the workhouse, said expense 
having accrued and still accruing until a supply of water be obtained by the contractors. 
I am further directed to state, that the person supplying the water cannot afford to remain 
without payment, the Board having refused to pay him, for the reason above stated. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 4th October 1842. 

The Guardians should pay what is required ; and upon the adjustment of the contractor’s 
account hereafter, the sum that he is considered liable to in this respect will be deducted and 
placed to the credit of the Board of Guardians. 



Minute of Guardians, 25th October 1842. 

(No. 14274 D. 42.) 

Ordered, That our clerk apply to the Poor Law Commissioners, requesting they will 
direct their architect to have the remaining boilers re-set, as in their present state they do 
not draw well, and are not permanently executed. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 7th November 1842. 

With reference to the resolution relative to re-setting the boilers in the workhouse, the 
Commissioners desire to state, that the architect has given the necessary directions in the 
matter. 



Minute 
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(No. 15359 D. 42.) 

• ?u rd t re f’ That J °'i r clerk L . be dif ected to inform the Poor Law Commissioners, that the pipes 
in the boilers and to washing troughs, which were directed to be repaired by the Commis- 
sioners, are still out of order, having been executed by the contractor in an unworkmanlike 
manner, and the washing troughs have never been made staunch. 



aw*, ueen execuiea oy tne contra 

manner, and the washing troughs have never been made staunch. 

Commissioners’ Letter to Clerk on the subject of the foregoing Resolution, 
25th November 1842. 

The architect has given the necessary directions in the matter. 



_ Minute of Guardians, 29th November 1842. 

(No. 16066 D. 42.) 

That in consequence of a communication from the Assistant Commissioner, Edward Gulson, 
esq., calling the attention of the Board to the expediency of allowing the contractor to 
endeavour to obtain water m some other situation than where he has been sinking without 
success, it was ° 



success, it was 

°“ r chai 7? an be “> "rite te the Assistant Commissioner, stating 

thereto mmfoS™*’ ° f h ' 5 B ” f ® estlon “ to the s ”PP*y of "“er, to the restriction? 



The visiting committee having reported to the Board as follows-— 

AwSaS t e n COal ' St0r ! and P° f ta *°1 tore flooded fr °m the last rains, the water comm- 
j* in ,™ 0S J P art8 , of tbe bouse the rafters wet in many places, and the house 
generally in a bad state, from what the committee consider bad work : 

foiSTn 5f rd ' ha T g take L n in L to cons iderati 0n the above report, consider it 

founded m fact, and further corroborated by the opinion of Mr. Williams, architect* to the 
Commissioners, and they request their chairman to write to the Commissioners, drawing 
their attention to the subject. ’ » 



Letter from Chairman of the Board of Guardians. 

(No. 15937 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Corballis, Ardee, 29th November 1842. 

1 have been requested by the Ardee Board of Guardians, at their meeting this day, to call 
your attention to the very unsatisfectory state „hi c h the house is in ; the last rains hatting 
come tnrou-h the walls and rnnfo and ™-i i • r . ° 



t L 6 Wal ] S and /oofs, and the coal-vaults and potato-stores being full of water. 
Mr. Williams, the architect * being at Ardee this day, u j __j 



-cmg at /iruee mis aay, was examined before the Board, and 
condition “fthl S®;™ that 1 have to inform y ou > that be is fully aware of the unworthy 



condition of the building. 

1 am surest is not requisite that I should use any stronger expressions to induce you to 



seriously consider the above statement. 

m al n t /i • • I have the honour, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. T Lee Nonnan , 

Co 3 Imissioners’ Reply, 2d December 1842. 

The attention of the architect has been directed to the matter, and one of his assistants 



has been sent to survey the house. 



Architect’s Remark thereon, 7 December 1842. 

Mr. Doolin is surveying this building : his report will be received immediately, and what 
is required to be done will be attended to. J 



Geo. W. 



(No 1181 D 43 ) Minute of Guardians, 17th January 1843. 

Ordered, That our chairman be requested to write to the Assistant Poor Law Commissioner 
fid ward Gulson, esq. informing him, that the contractor who is putting up the force- 
K2 smali eCtmg ll Wlthout an air 'P um P> and ^at the bore of pipe is only 1} inch, which 
Commissioners’ Reply, 27th February 1843. 
fni The .u r ? lli u teCt has in,0 f med the contractor that the pipes are too small, and care will be 
taken that they are remedied before the balance of his account is paid. 



ARMAGH UNION. 

Minute of Guardians, 31st March 1840. 



(No. 1712 D. 40.) 

hn3? e buil ? ng con \“ ittee .having reported, that in their opinion the building of the work- 
Q °«se is not proceeding with sufficient expedition ; 

*^*^6 consideration ^ Commissioners be recommended to take the subject into their imme- 
6* 6- C 2 Architect’* 
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* Clerk of Works. 



• Clerk of Works. 



Armagh Union. 
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Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Armagh Union. 



Architect’s Remark thereon, 7th April 1840. 

The building advances very slow ; the contractor has been repeatedly written to ; he has 
no horses and carts of his own, and the farming season employs others, and prevents proper 
supply of stones. Geo w 

Commissioners’ Reply to the Guardians’ Resolution, loth April 1840. 

The proper measures will be adopted for having the erection of the Union Workhouse 
accelerated. 



Minute of Guardians, 3d May 1842. 

(No. 5732 D. 42.) 

The want of water for the supply of the workhouse was considered by the Board with 
reference to the best mode of remedying that grievance, and the Board affirmed the follow- 
ing resolutions thereon : 

That in the opinion of this Board, from all the information we can obtain, it would be both 
very expensive, and in its results very uncertain, to proceed further in boring the rock, with 
a view to obtaining a sufficient supply. 

That Mr. Donnelly, the clerk of works, having this day submitted, at the request of William 
Paton, esq., a plan for procuring a supply from the mill-race, by means of pumps, the 
Board consider said plan- a most eligible one ; and hereby request Mr. Donnelly to lay before 
the Board this day week an estimate of the probable expense, that so the attention of the 
architect of the Commissioners may be invited thereto. 

That the Board hereby request the Poor Law Commissioners to give this important subject 
their earliest consideration ; and in the opinion of the Board the presence of their architect 
at an early day would be necessary. 

Architect’s Remark thereon, 28th May 1842. 

Mr. Doolin was instructed to proceed to Armagh, and to arrange accordingly. 

Geo. W. 



Minute of Guardians, 10th May 1842. 

(No. 6285 D. 42.) 

The want of sufficient supply of water for the workhouse being this day re-considered by 
Board ; 

Resolved, That the plan submitted to the Board, for obtaining a supply of water from 
the river, for the use of the workhouse, by Mr. Doolin, be adopted, being based upon that 
which was laid before the Board this day week by Mr. Donnelly ; and that Mr. Carroll be 
instructed forthwith to obtain the pipes and pump, and to execute the work under the 
architect’s superintendence. 

Architect’s Remark thereon, 4th June 1842. 

I am now informed by Mr. Doolin, that the Guardians have proceeded on another plan, 
and that works ordered in pursuance of the above resolution will be some of them useless. 

The work is, however, now in progress, according to his report. ^ 

Assistant Commissioner’s Remark thereon, 11th June 1842. 

The plan of Mr. Doolin cannot be put into execution, because the person whose consent 
was necessary in regard to the making a reservoir in the river, will not ou any terms allow 
the interference with his property. The plan of the Guardians is equally good. 

• E. G. 



Minute of Guardians, 22d September 1S42. 

(No. 12122 D. 42.) 

In reference to a quantity of damaged brick and other rubbish left on the premises by 
the contractor, 

Resolved, That the Commissioners be requested to take the necessary steps for having 
them removed within a reasonable time, either by the contractor, or, in case lie neglect to 
do so, by the master, at the contractor’s expense, inasmuch as the ground occupied thereby 
cannot be tilled or converted to any profitable use until they are removed. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 27th September 1842. 

The Commissioners have addressed a letter to the contractor on the subject, a copy of 
which is forwarded herewith, for the information of the Guardians ; and the Commissioners 
request that the necessary instructions may be given to the master, to cause the materials 
referred to to be removed, in case the contractor shall fail to pay attention to the notice 
which has been served upon him. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Contractor, 27th September 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners having been requested by the Board of Guardians of the 
Armagh Union to lake the necessary 'steps for having a quantity of damaged brick and 
other rubbish left on the site of the workhouse removed within a reasonable time, the Com- 
missioners hereby request that you will cause the materials referred to, to be removed within 
six days from the date hereof ; and the master of the workhouse has been instructed to have 
them taken awav, on your failing to remove them within the time above mentioned. 

Minute 
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Minute of Guardians, 17th November 1842. 

(No 15366 D. 42.) 

The master requested the attention of the Board to several matters connected with the 
upholding of the workhouse, as under ; viz. 

1 st. The state of the ventilators in main building, which have never been watertight, 
and which, in wet weather, admit the rain. 

2 d. The valley in the north wing is not waterfast 

3d. The iron gate into the girls’ play-ground is not properly set. 

4th. The ceiling in one of the infirmary wards has partly fallen down, as the Board 
conceive, from not being properly made at first. 

Resolved, That the Commissioners be requested to refer the above matters to the con- 
sideration of their architect, and to inform the Board whether, and how far, the builder is 
accountable for the repair of those deficiencies here specified. 



I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Armagh Union. 



Commissioners’ Letter to Guardians, 23d November 1842. 

Instructions have been given, that one of the architect’s assistants should shortly visit the 
workhouse, and survey the several matters referred to. 



Commissioners’ Reply, 14th December 1842. 

With reference to the resolution relative to the state of the ventilators, and other works 
of the workhouse, they have directed that the accompanying copy of the observations of 
their architect’s assistant be forwarded to you, for the information of the Board of Guardians. 



Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 

1st. The ventilators admit the rain, for the following reason : the timber has shrunk, and 
opened consequently in the joints ; require caulking there, and painting two or three coats 
of strong paint. 

2 d. The lead in the valley of the north wing appears unobjectionable, and, except in heavy 
snow, I cannot conceive could admit damp ; snow boards would prevent the same. 

3d. The jambs of the gate into girls’ yard were not formed with stones of sufficiently large 
scantling, and thus failed ; but I have paid for the re-construction of same, and they are now 
satisfactory. 

4th. The ceiling was properly made ; but I conceive, from slops and damp running through 
the flooring, the plaistering became unsound, and thus fell. 

4 December 1842. W. P. Doolin. 



ATHLONE UNION. 



Minute of Guardians, 28th January 1842. 

(No. 1176 D. 42.) 

A report from the master of the workhouse, respecting the present state of the house, 
having been submitted to the Board, 

Resolved, That the clerk be directed to forward the Report in question, together with 
the contractor’s estimate of the expense of the damage done by the late storm, and to state 
that the Guardians do not consider themselves responsible for any damages that may have 
occurred, being of opinion that the house has not yet been regularly taken up from Mr. 
Clarke, the contractor. 

Enclosure accompanying foregoing Resolution. 

Gentlemen, Workhouse, Athlone, 28th January 1842. 

I beg leave to call your attention to the state of the house, which has been injured in 
several places by the storm ; it is also leaky in many places through the solid masonry; 
this I cannot account for, but consider it my duty to bring it under your notice. 

I have to request you will please to depute some competent person or persons to examine 
and report upon the. state of the yard-pump. 

On the occasion of the last visit of the Assistant Commissioner, I pointed out to him the 
necessity of having the two small yards attached to the kitchen and laundry paved ; he 
agreed that it was necessary, and desired me to lay the matter before the Board. 

In conclusion I have to report, that the lock of the outer gate was forcibly removed, and 
taken away on the night of the 26 th. 

T. B. Edgeworth, 

The Gentlemen composing the Board of Guardians. Master Athlone Union. 

Referred to the architect 31st January 1842, and the Assistant Commissioner subse- 
quently communicated with the Guardians relative to the repairs required. 



616. 



BA1LIEBOROUGH 
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Workhouses 

(Complaints). 



BAILIEBO ROUGH UNION. 



Bailieborougk 

Union. 



Minute of Guardians, 22 d July 1840. 

(No. 4091 D. 40.) 

That the Board of Guardians do adjourn for twenty minutes to inspect the materials 
putting in the workhouse. 

The Board having met again, pursuant to adjournment, after inspecting the materials of the 

workhouse, 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of the Board of Guardians, that the quality of the sand 
now using is not sufficiently good, and that the bricks are not of the quality that should be 
used in the building. 

Resolved, That these Resolutions be forwarded to the Poor Law Commissioners, with 
the request of the Board of Guardians, “ that the Poor Law Commissioners take such steps 
as may be necessary to have the sand and brick used in the workhouse of the proper quality, 
and that if any brick or sand has been used of a quality likely to injure the building, that 
orders be immediately given that such materials be replaced by those of a proper quality.” 

Architect’s Note thereon, 24th July 1840. 

Wrote to clerk of works concerning the sand and bricks on which I had previously 
received communication from clerk of works. 



Geo. W. 



Resolution of Guardians, 3d February 1841. 

(No. 620 D. 41.) 

That Mr. Otway be requested to write to the Commissioners, stating that the tradesmen 
and labourers were due a large amount, and requesting that the Commissioners will take 
such steps as they might deem most expedient to have them paid the wages due, and secured 
in a regular manner of payment for the future. 

Mr. Otway having written a letter to the Commissioners in accordance with the resolution 
of the Board, it was unanimously approved of. 

Architect’s Note thereon. 

Sent for contractor to ascertain particulars and prospect of change. 

6 February 1841. Geo. W. 

Architect’s further Note thereon, 20th March 1841. 

I could not see the contractor, but saw, in the office in Dublin, parties who came to make 
arrangements for carrying on the works, and paying the workmen, who are at this time paid, 
and the works in progress. 

Geo. W. 



Resolutions of Guardians, 23d June 1841. 

(No. 5797 D. 41.) 

That the Board regret the absence of C. G. Otway, esq., on this day, as there were a 
number of petitions presented to the Board by several individuals claiming the amount of 
money due them by the contractor ; and the Board hope, from what Mr. Otway said on 
the last day the Board met, that he will use his influence in having those debts paid off. 

That the Board of Guardians with great respect request the Poor Law Commissioners will 
furnish them with a statement of the sums already advanced to Mr. Jones, the contractor 
for the Bailieborough workhouse, up to this date, as this Board consider it a great grievance, 
that the persons who have forwarded the work by sending in materials have not yet been paid. 



Minute of Guardians, 7th July 1841. 

(No. 6264 D. 41.) 

Present, C. G. Otway, esq., Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. Petitions from various 
parties claiming payment on account of work done, or materials delivered at Bailieborough 
workhouse, were received and read. Mr. Otway was requested to draw the attention of the 
Commissioners to these petitions, aud to procure for the Board of Guardians full information 
by the next day of meeting. 

A letter was addressed by the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians with reference to 
the subject of the foregoing resolutions on the 19th July 1841, accompanied by an account 
of the sums paid under the building contract. 



Resolution of Guardians, 18th May 1842. 

(No. 6504 D. 42.) 

That the Board of Guardians would request the Poor Law Commissioners to sanction the 
appointment of Mr. Sudden, the architect, to inspect the workhouse on their behalf, after the 
Commissioners’ architect has reported that it is finished. The Guardians take this course 
not from any wish to embarrass the arrangements of the Commissioners, but with a view to 
satisfy their own minds, and those of their constituents, especially as from the unfortunate 

failure 
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failure of Mr. Jones, the Commissioners were obliged to finish the workhouse, and to stand 
in the position of the contractor. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 1st July 1842. 

If the Guardians are still of opinion that such an inspection of the works would be 
advisable, the Commissioners will not object to it, and the survey, if to be made should 
commence forthwith. 



Minute of the Workhouse Committee, 16th June 1842 
(No. 7443 D. 42.) 

Resolved, That the committee request that the attention of the clerk of works be directed 
to the want of pipes for washing potatoes, also the want of pipes in the kitchen for bringing 
water to the trough for washing utensils, also to the circumstances that the cocks of the 
boilers let the water rush out and wet the kitchen, and that the scuttle-lioles are not properly 
placed or large enough. , r r j 

Referred to architect, 21st June 1842. 



Letter from Clerk to Guardians, 16th July 1842. 

(No. 8734 D. 42.) 

I beg to apprise you, that some of our boilers have been set idle, owing to the flues stopping* 
that of the stir-about boiler, shut up about ten days ago, and the cook then changed to the 
potato-boiler, which gave up yesterday; and had there not been a mason got to open two 
holes in the brick-work enclosing the boiler, I really think there could not have been any 
breakfast got sooner than seven to eight o’clock in the evening : it was just two p. m. when 
the adults got their breakfast ; and the workhouse committee not having met to-day, as I 
expected, 1 will take upon myself the responsibility of setting a proper person, who under- 
stands the business, to have them altered on Monday ; there is only one, the largest boiler, now 
to make the stir-about and boil the potatoes, which, you are aware, is not sufficient. May 
I beg any instructions you wish upon the subject by course of post? 

One of the architect’s assistants instructed to go to Bailieborough forthwith, and letter 
addressed to the clerk of the Union accordingly, 18th July 1842. 

Report of Architect’s Assistant, 27th July 1842. 

I have been to Bailieborough, and examined the boilers, and found the flues choked with 
soot ; had them cleaned, after which they worked properly ; instructed the man tending the 
fires how to clean them ; wrote to the master, saying it would be necessary to provide a 
proper machine for cleaning them ; described the sort of one I recommended ; had provision 
left for opening the flues to clean them. 

Wrote to Mr. Otway, to say the boilers had been put in order, and now worked properly. 
Reported to Mr. Wilkinson. r r j 



Resolution of Guardians, 3d August 1842. 

(No. 9702 D. 42.) 

That the clerk be directed (p write the Commissioners, stating that the able-bodied 
paupers are unemployed, by not having that portion of ground intended for the workhouse 
laid oft' or shown to the Guardians, so that they might usefully employ those persons, who 
will otherwise acquire slothful habits, and also deprive the Union of the benefit of those 
grounds, which might be turned to good account for the benefit of the Union. 

Note by Architect on the foregoing. 

Plan sent, 7th September 1842. 



,. r Resolutions of Guardians, 31st August 1842. 

(No. 10968 D. 1842.) 

That in accordance with the request of the workhouse and finance committee, that the 
Hoard request the Commissioners to direct their attention to the flues in the kitchen, as 
every danger is likely to arise, the lids of boilers having already taken fire several times, 
owing to an insufficiency of draft, thereby endangering the entire house and property 

That in accordance with the request of the workhouse and finance committee, that the 
Board also request the Commissioners’ attention to the chimnies that smoke, viz. matron’s 
and schoolmistress’s rooms, and men’s day room, so that they cannot be occupied. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 3d September 1842. 

The attention of the architect has been called to the matters referred to. 



Attended to. 



Architect’s Note on the foregoing. 



Geo. W. 



6l 6. 



c 4 



Resolution 



Workhouses 

(Complaints.) 

Bailieborough 

Union. 
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Resolution of Guardians, 21st September 1842. 

(No. 12020 D. 42.) 

That the Board request the Poor Law Commissioners’ early attention to the schoolmaster 
and mistress’s rooms, they being most uncomfortable ; also to the fact, that no improvement 
has been made on the smoking of chimnies by the alteration. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 4th October 1842. 

The Commissioners desire to state, that, presuming that the rooms require ceiling, they 
think that the most advisable course will be for the Guardians to obtain tenders, and enter 
into a contract with some person in the neighbourhood for the performance of the work. 

With reference to the state of the flues, the Commissioners desire to state, that a person 
has been directed by the architect to visit the workhouse, and ascertain the particulars. 



Resolution of Guardians, 5th October 1842. 

(No. 13075 D. 42.) 

That the Board request the attention of the Commissioners to the turf-grates in the several 
fire-places in the workhouse, the under bars of which are so widely set, as to admit large 
burned turf to pass through, thereby occasioning considerable loss. 

Referred to architect, 8th October 1842. 



Resolution of Guardians, 19th October 1842. 

(No. 13795 D. 42.) 

That this Board request the attention of the Poor Law Commissioners to the turf-grates 
in this workhouse, as stated in Minutes of 5th instant. 

Referred to architect, 21st October 1842. 

Note by Architect’s Assistant on the foregoing, 31st October 1842. 

I expect to be able to reach Bailieborough about the end of next week, for the purpose of 
surveying the building generally, and reporting thereon. 



Resolutions of-Guardians, 26th October 1842. 

(No. 14205 D. 42.) 

That the Commissioners be requested to ventilate the dead-house, as it is almost impossible 
to enter same, from its being continually shut up, in consequence of a stagnant cesspool 
being underneath, there being no draft from same. 

That the attention of the Commissioners be again requested to the chimnies and turf- 
grates in the several day-rooms of the workhouse. 

That the attention of the Commissioners be directed to the walls of the male lunatic 
apartment, the foundation of same having given way, the daylight appearing through the 
walls, and daily getting worse. 

Referred to architect, 29th October 1842. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 1st November 1842. 

The Commissioners desire to state, that an assistant architect has been directed to attend 
at Bailieborough for the purpose of examining the works alluded to. 



Resolution of Guardians, 4th January 1843. 

(No. 276 D. 43.) 

That this Board respectfully request the attention of the Poor Law Commissioners to the 
main pump of the workhouse, inasmuch as it has been dry several times the last week. 



Minute of Guardians, 11th January 1843. 

(No. 661 D. 43.) 

The chairman inquired whether the Commissioners had replied to the resolution respecting 
the main pump of the workhouse, as forwarded on Minutes of 4th instant, who being 
answered by tne clerk in the negative, 

Resolved, That the attention of the Commissioners be again requested to the main 
pump of the workhouse, requesting their reply. 

Referred to the architect, 9th February 1843. 



Resolution of G nardians, 1st February 1843. 

(No. 2170 D. 43.) 

That the attention of the Commissioners be requested the third time to the deficiency of 
water in the main pump, as in the meantime the master being obliged to keep paupers 
carrying water from the lake. 

Note 
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Note by Architect, llth February 1843. Workhous< 

Wrote to clerk of Union, to say it would be inspected next week, and remarked that it (Complaint 

may have come out of order, and will be likely to do so occasionally, from very simple 

causes, which may be easily remedied by persons of the neighbourhood. 1 1 Bailieborou- 

Geo. W. Union - 

Resolutions of Guardians, 8th February 1843. 

(No. 2543 D. 43.) 

That the attention of the Commissioners be directed to the boys’ dormitories the beds 
having had to be removed, m consequence of the rain getting in through the roof. 

That the attention of the Commissioners be requested the fourth time to the deficiency of 
water m the mam pump. J 

Note by Architect, llth February 1843. 

I have written to the clerk of the Union to say Mr. Ryan will be at the building next 
week. »ee my remarks on No. 2170 D. 43 . ° 



COOTEHILL UNION. 



, T ^ Minute of Guardians, 14th May 1841. 

(No. 4248 D. 41.) * 

That the clerk be directed to write to the Poor Law Commissioners, expressing the 
opinion of the Board with regard to the report that was to be received for this day, teaching 
the contract entered into, and also the securities (if any such have been passed) for till 
erection of the Union Workhouse, that the Board regret the very great hardship that the 
country in general will suffer, in consequence of the progress of the buildin- bein" stopped • 
that it appears to this Board that a sum of about 400 1 . 1 due to the workmen and arSs’ 
who at present are very much distressed; that on examining the contractor’s clerk the 
Board understand that 2 500 /. have been advanced to the contractor, and in great sumrise 
i»wfcttliemrk done is not estimated at more than l,80o(.; andtbereforethis Board 
■ T ) p ,! * ke Commissioners will take immediate steps to remedy those hardships, and take 
into their serious consideration the state in general of the workhouse. P 

Note.— Various letters were addressed tothe Guartiaas by the Commissioners in Mav and 
June relative to the suspension of the works for erecting the Union Workhouse, consequent 
upon the pecuniary embarrassment of the contractor, and the arrangements necessary E 
completion, also stating that the resolution adopted at the last meeting of thfiLSd of 

Scaring 



- — _ pi ymcuLb rnaue on account, winch amounted to « 500/ 

dIS the ,rC ' ,iteCt ' 1,01 ‘° eSCMd lhe V ‘ 1 “ of tb « perfonneti; 

Lettm from the Chairman of the Board of Guardians to Mr. Otway 
... _ Assistant Commissioner. 

(No. 5653 D. 41.) 

I Bellamont Forest, 16th June 1841. 

‘ 18 a K am carr y in g OU the building of the poorhouse 
of this Union, and complaints have been made to me by several tradesmen that he has 

wlges d I deem h' ri to , ‘ he ’'?' k b ' caa5e * hey had tim served will, summonses for 
disannrnvc of * E a *? a ?? ns , e you ° f t 11680 circumstances, as I am sure vou will 
f n tlre “ ’p “ d 8bo “ ld the y "« b « set right before the meeting of the Board of 
d^fto Tn. “ T Frld »y "oek you know the temper of the majority of them too well to 
Ssmcn^reLT” 8 d “Vt”' 5 be ”‘g a g a m in authority, and injured and industrious 

Srto reStrieTS” ’ ^ WhC " “ “ J dlstres “ ^ *“* '^1 

T ° * °i°T y ’ Esq ' Yours, tc. 

* C ’ °' C ' (signed) Chark, Conte. 

Letieb from the Clerk of the Guardians to Mr. Otwav, Assistant Commissioner 
(No. 5653 D. 41 .) 

xxrli’- CootehiU, 18th June 1841. 

very son ‘ c , of 4 ^cGuardians called here at the office, and expressed 

tSlsmTn whnTJ; *'T c t0 M,< Jon f 3 , havIn g to re-employ Cootehill 

arrant" L. su ™ mon f d for wages ; and also expressed surprise lilat the recent 
exerefse such feelino^- 111 ) 1 the 1 f W ° ,kS s J 1 f °'j | ld , have £ ,ven Mr. Jones such control as to 
will ‘ .a t j h nf T ‘“g* ’ \ f her f ore respectfully beg to suggest, that I fear our next meeting 
Foor^L^tv^rViiYimi I ^ ai '®‘ d) o character, particularly as cn this morning I received from the 
or Law Commissioners a deed ol security to the Exchequer Bill Loan Commissioners for 

^ a second 
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I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Cootehill Union. 



a second advance of 3,000 1, to be executed at the next meeting, and consequently may 
afford an opportunity for renewing the feelings exhibited at the last meeting. 

Having felt it my duty to apprise you of this matter. 

To C. G. Otway, Esq. I remain, &c. 

&c. &c. &c. Samuel Cornelius. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Chairman of the Board of Guardians. 



(No. 5653 D. 41.) 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 22d June 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have received from their Assistant Commissioner, Mr. Otway, 
your communication of the 16th instant, relative to the withholding of employment from 
workmen heretofore engaged at the workhouse buildings in Cootehill Union, who were 
under the necessity of instituting legal proceedings for recovery of wages due to them. 

As the works are now being carried on by the Commissioners, they will direct that all 
available workmen shall be employed as the progress of the arrangements made for com- 
pleting the buildings shall render additional hands necessary; and they presume that 
Mr. Jones, who is giving his assistance gratuitously, for the purpose of having the arrange- 
ments satisfactorily carried into execution, will make no objection to the employment of 
any good workmen whose services may be required. 

The Commissioners have directed to be transmitted to you herewith, for your information 
and the satisfaction of the Board of Guardians, a copy of their Minute detailing the arrange- 
ments made for having the workhouse completed. 

By order of the Board, 

To Charles Coote, Esq., &c. &c. Arthur Moore , Chief Clerk. 

Belamont Forest. 

Minute of the Commissioners, 12 th June 1841, referred to in the foregoing Letter. 

The Board on the 8th instant took possession of the works at Cootehill, and gave the 
following directions for having them proceeded with : — 

1 . The labour account shall be made up every Saturday, and forwarded to Dublin 
for examination by the Commissioners’ architect, whereon instructions for payment of 
the wages due will be transmitted to the Cootehill agent of the provincial bank of 
Ireland. 

2 . All materials for the work shall be obtained on an estimate to be made by the 
clerk of works, examined and approved by the architect, on whose certificate an agree- 
ment for the supply required shall be made ; the bills to be made out against the Poor 
Law Commissioners, and to be discharged by the agent of the provincial bank, on 
instruction to that effect being given by the Board, when the delivery of the articles, 
according to agreement, shall be certified on the invoice by the clerk of works, and the 
bills shall have been examined by the architect; in every case discount for prompt 
payment to be required, or an equivalent abatement in price. 

3. Mr. Jones having undertaken to give his advice and assistance without any other 
advantage or profit than he may become entitled to under his contract, his services 
shall be employed for obtaining materials and engaging workmen ; but such services 
shall be rendered under the direction of, and subordinately to, the clerk of works. 

4. The clerk of works shall have charge of the premises, and the whole of the build- 
ing operations, on behalf of the Poor Law Commissioners, to whom he is responsible ; 
and he shall carry on the works to completion in all respects under the orders of the 
architect, and subject to the foregoing arrangement for payment of wages, and pro- 
viding materials, reporting weekly, and oftener if necessary, and keeping the architect 
minutely informed of every material circumstance or occurrence in his proceedings. 

5. The works shall be visited every fortnight or three weeks by the architect, or one 
of his assistants. 

6. Mr. Jones having produced an account of the money due for labour, amounting 
to 203 1. 19s. '2d., and having surrendered to the Commissioners all scaffolding, building 
requisites and unappropriated materials on the premises, in pursuance of his proposal, 
accepted in the Minute of the 3d instant, for the purpose of facilitating the progress of 
the works, and in consideration of the payment of the wages now due to the workmen, 
the Board agreed to discharge the labour account presented ; and it appearing that 
stones prepared for the works had been seized under distress warrants for wages 
amounting to 23 l., which sum had been advanced on these materials, direction was 
also given to pay this sum for such materials, with 1 /. claimed in addition by the person 
who advanced the money ; and a letter, of which the following is a copy, was addressed 
to the bank manager, authorizing both payments : — 

Sir, Cootehill, 8th June 1341- 

The enclosed is the list of the persons to whom the wages set opposite their respec- 
tive names are stated to be due by Mr. James Jones, the contractor for building the 
Cootehill Workhouse, and which sums he is unable to discharge. 

I have now to request that you will be pleased to pay the same to the several parties, 
and debit the amount to the Poor Law Commissioners for account of the Cootehill Union. 

It appears also that 23/. has been advanced by way of sale and distress upon a 
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quantity of building stone raised at J. Smith’s quarry: you will please to repay this 
sum, on the person by whom it was advanced delivering upfpossession of the same. 

To Wilham M'Cullough, Esq. (signed) Geo.Nicholk. 

Manager Provincial Bank, Cootehill. 

The Board then appealed Mr. William Fisher, clerk of works for the Union, in the room 
ol M r. Keade ; and a letter, of which the following is a copy, was addressed to Mr. Fisher 

j r. ■ • , Cootehill, 8th June 1841. 

Poor Law Commissioners hereby appoint you clerk of works, to carry on the 
building of the Cootehill Workhouse to its completion, conformably with the memo- 
randum of instructions herewith enclosed. 

„ Ji!i C a 0 T + iSSi °f ' requ , ir ? y J OU t0 T. eX l rt y0Ur best dili gence to expedite the work to the 
utmost, and to get it completed in the shortest time, and at the least possible expense 
To Mr. Wm. Fisher. (signed) Ge0 

It appearing necessary to make provision for small payments for materials immediately 
tS^OTiiwWbank^:^ 110 ^ ^ own § 8 a C0 Py> was addressed to the local managed 

Mr. William Fisher, the clerk of the works, who is appointed by th^PoorTaw Com- 
missioners to carry on the building of the Cootehill Workhouse, may possibly have 
occasion at the outset for a small sum, to meet demands for payment for lime and 
sand delivered : should he apply to you for this purpose, be good y enough to let him 
therewith 6 reqUireS ’ 001 eXCeedl ° g 201 L > an<1 debit the Commissioners’ account 

T “pSE! l0 ffl' <*-*> ^‘o-NicMU. 

Mr. Jones having presented a statement of sums due by him for materials the Board 

** liquidating the cUims, 

Total amount due for brick ... 



Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 



lime 
sand 
cut stone 
shop goods 
working class - 
nailers - 





£. s. d. 


- 


96 13 1 J 


- 


34 - 3 


- i 


23 16 9 


- 


28 13 2 


- 


33 10 1U 


- 


198 - 1£ 


■ 


4 16 - 


£. 


419 10 4£ 



at i^ootenm and baii.eborough Workhouses, and the inabilitv 
of the contractor to fulfiih'soontraeta for those buildings, see further Are CommiSeS 
Annual Report for 1842, paragraphs 145, 145 ; and Architect’s Report in AppendS Thereto ■ 
also the Commissioners Annual Report for 1843, paragraph 136. hereto , 



, v r „.„ „ v Letter from the Commissioners to the Contractor. 
fWO, 56o3 D. 41.) 

q , „ . . Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 22d June 1841 

on? J °° r **7 Commls " 0 “ e i s ha *c directed to be forwarded for your information the 
diais rfSrth f |riI 0 ”* mUm i C! ?' 0n addressed ta Mr ’ Coote, Chairman It the Board ofGrnr- 
dians of Cootehill Union, relative to the selection of workmen in erecting the workhouse 
The Comuuss'oiiers desire at the same time to state, that they expect you Jill make no dis- 
S oSe?,^7v7 ,nS r n n< " V,1 • a, yOU wo “ ld ha ™ made origmally; and that you 
workmen PerS ° ! ’ S “ 5 y °“ Stl " “ C ° nSider n “ ess ” y ’ “» b <> ma y ”»« 

Trt Mr r t r. a . r By ord er of the Board, 

C&Sr Ar,h " S‘c,erk. 



(No. 14987 D 40 ) MindtEs of Guardians, 11th November 1842. 

C. G. Otway, Esq., Assistant Commissioner, present. 

sio„S ’trtte^m^rGele^ra3 S ‘tSt ° f ““ P °° r L,w Commi - 

of paupers “‘It “* mth "I *>» reception 

in orde P r to put an end to reports that Wp ^ arr * D § ements of tho Commissioners, but 
the building. Any report Se hv til b c,rcI ! Iated respecting the inefficient state of 
616. S 7 P d by pefSOn Cm P‘°y ed b y th e Guardians will be sent to 
D “ the 
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Workhouses the Commissioners for their information and consideration. The Board will not exceed the 

(Complaints). sum 0 f fj ve pounds in the remuneration to the person to be employed to inspect the 

' workhouse. 

Cootehill Union. Commissioners’ Reply, 30th November 1842. 

The Commissioners desire to stale, that they will not object to the employment of 
Mr. Hallam at the request of the Board of Guardians, and for their satisfaction. 



Minute of Guardians, 6th January 1843. 

(No. 392 D. 43.) 

Resolved, That the clerk be directed to inform the Poor Law Commissioners, that the 
52 paupers to whom this allowance was ordered, were applicants for admission, whom 
the Guardians could not regularly admit, in consequence of the imperfect state of the potato- 
hoilers. 

Resolved, That Mr. Hallam be ordered to have the potato-boilers put in proper order 
without delay. 



Minute of Guardians, 13th January 1843. 

(No. 799 D. 43.) 

The Board then proceeded to admit paupers, and admitted 29 of the most urgent cases, 
and could not admit more, in consequence of the imperfect state of the potato-boilers. 



Minute of Guardians, 20th January 1843. 

(No. 1240 D. 43.) 

Mr. Hallam ’s report as to the state of the workhouse read. — Resolved, That the 
report be inserted on the Minutes, and the attention of the Poor Law Commissioners requested 
to it. 

Mr. Hallam’s Report. 

To the Board of Guardians of the Cootehill Union. 

Gentlemen, Cootehill, 30th December 1812. 

I beg leave to inform you, that, in accordance with your instructions, I have inspected the 
workhouse of the Cootehill Union. 

On inspecting the exterior of the different roofs, I find they are left in a very unsafe state, 
for want of proper precaution in adjusting the lead step and counter-flushings. The water 
protrudes through several parts : in many instances tne lead counter-flushings have been 
omitted ; they should have been built in tlie work as the building proceeded ; and where cut 
stone intervened, there should be grooves neatly cut, to insert the lead counter-flushings, and 
neatly pointed over with Roman cement. There are some broken slates, which should be 
re-placed with new ones. 

As to the interior of roof, I consider the wrought-iron stirrups that are applied to feet of 
principal rafters, and king and queen posts of trusses, would have been better executed if 
there were two iron bolts, with nuts and screws in each stirrup. 

Cast-iron gutters were to be placed to the eaves of those roofs where marked with a red 
line on the plans, supported on strong iron brackets, securely fixed in the walls, or to the feet 
of projecting rafters ; all joints of spouting to be put together with white lead, and secured 
by a nut and screw : on referring to the plans all eaves were to have these cast-iron gutters 
(which is not the case) : these gutters are most essentially necessary for the preservation of 
the building. 

The boilers are not set on the most scientific principles : there has been 18 stone of coal 
used with one of the boilers, and, after all, the potatoes have to be taken out in a raw state. 

All outer doors were to have cut stone cills ; there has been some omitted. 

Every window of the rooms above the ground-floor were to have one of the lights hung 
with hinges to open for the purpose of cleaning the outside of windows, and secured with 
closing fastenings, prepared for small padlock : this has been omitted. One of the gates in 
the outer yard is hung too low ; it should be raised to admit of broken stones for the for- 
mation of the road. On the top of these gates there should be a row of wrought-iron spikes, 
two inches high, let into strong iron plates. The fastenings are defective : there should be 
strong iron bolts and other fastenings fixed on the gates. 

There is no preparation made in four of the yards for the surface water to get off ; this 
should be attended to. All the other yards have iron gratings, with cesspools and drains. 
These yards I have alluded to are not marked on the plans to have any gratings: the 
different yards are done in strict accordance with both plans and specification. 

The ridge tiles require to be pointed with fine mortar, also the greater part of the external 
walls of building : this cannot be done until next spring. 

The boiler in matron's room is defective ; it leaks, and puts out the fire. 

The pump for supplying the cistern of washhouse is defective. 

The floor of dining-hall is not done in a permanent manner ; the defective parts should he 
carefully cut out, nnd relaid with the composition described in the specification. 

If the above works be properly adjusted, I consider the building done in a permanent 
manner. 1 am, &c. 

Geo. Hallam. 

Note . — The foregoing referred to the Commissioners’ architect. 

Minute 
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Minute of Guardians, 10th March 1843. 

(No. 5095 D. 43.) 

The two laundry boilers being out of order, 

Resolved, That the attention of the Poor Law Commissioners be requested to their 
imperfect state. 

Note . — Referred to the architect, 24th March 1843. 
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B ALLIN AS LOE UNION. 



Minute of Guardians, 9th February 1842. 

(No. 1711 D. 42.) 

It having appeared from the report of the visiting committee that the pump in the male 
side of the house was quite dry, 

Ordered, That this circumstance be communicated to the Poor Law Commissioners. 



Ballinasloe Union. 



Commissioners’ Reply, 16th February 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners desire to state, that directions have been given to the clerk 
of the works with the view of remedying the defect which appears to exist in the pump or 



Minute of Guardians, 16th March 1842. 

(No. 3257 D. 42.) 

Read the medical officer’s report, by which it appeared that the hospital flues smoked. 
Mr. Davidson, clerk of the works, being called in, promised to remedy the defect com- 
plained of by the medical officer. 



Minute of Guardians, 20th April 1842. 

(No. 5596 D. 42.) 

The account of the money as expended by the Commissioners under the contract for 
building and furnishing this house being under consideration of the Board, and George 
Wilkinson, esq., architect to the Poor Law Commissioners, being in attendance, stated, 
that a detailed account of the expenditure would be furnished to the Board as soon as the 
contractor’s accounts were adjusted. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Board, that the clerk of the works should not be 
paid by them since the period at which the contractor was bound to have his contract per- 
fected. r 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Board, that the boilers in the laundry are not so 
set as to economise the fuel, and that no advantage is taken of the fires under them to heat 
the drying-room, and that it would be a saving to the establishment if advantage were 
taken of it. 



Architect’s Remarks thereon, 6th May 1842. 

Informed Guardians, that clerk of works would be chargeable to contractor for such period 
as lie was kept at the building through delay of the latter. 

This complaint was urged against the kitchen boilers at first, but it is how abandoned, for 
they work admirably, and so will these, 1 expect, very soon ; the only objection to them is 
the great consumption of coal ; but they are not yet dry and heated through, as the kitchen 
ones are ; the whole are set with the best materials, and, except in alleged great consump- 
tion of fuel, unexceptionable. r 

Geo. W. 



Minute of Guardians, 12th October 1842. 

(No. 13442 D. 42.) 

The committee appointed to investigate and report on the contractor’s accounts be°- to 
report, — ° 

That it is perfectly useless for us to investigate a long list of items when we have not 
before us the original contract, nor any means of ascertaining whether the matters charged 
as extras were included in the original contract or not. 

That when the proposal for erecting the house was first laid before the Board of Guar- 
dians, 7,600 l. was allowed for erecting the house, and 2, €00/. for fixtures, Sec., which to us 
appears a very liberal amount for what was required, and which, with due attention on the 
part of the Commissioners, ought to have been amply sufficient. 

That we see no reason why the Union should be mulcted for the negligence of the Com- 
missioners, or their architect, and we recommend the Board not to authorize any additional 
payment, unless under the compulsion of authority. In proof of this negligence, we be°- to 
refer to the very first item in the account now laid” before us, of 505/. 9s. lorf. for defective 
foundation, a matter which any competent builder ought to have been able to ascertain 
before putting in his tender. 

d 3 Commissioners’ 
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Commissioners’ Reply, 18th October 1842. 

The Commissioners have directed that a copy of the contract for building the workhouse 
be forwarded to yon herewith. 



Minute of Guardians, 26th October 1842. 

(No. 14159 D. 42.) 

Referring to report of committee appointed to investigate the contractor’s accounts for 
building the workhouse, 

Ordered, That the report be adopted, and inserted on the Minutes. 

Report of the Committee. 

Having carefully looked over the account furnished, and compared same with specifica- 
tion, it appears that the extra works performed consist principally of the following items in 
round numbers : — 

First. Raising back buildings, which has given much additional room, and which caused 
the lower story of the infirmary to be boarded and joisted, an arrangement much conducive 
to the health of the inmates, 600 1. 

Second. The iron railing and stone-work in front of the house, which has much tended to 
the comfort and respectable appearance of the house, and was done with the very general 
approbation of the guardians, 200 l. 

Third. Altering the floors of the dormitories, so as to supersede the necessity of moveable 
bedsteads, which has been a decided saving to the Union, 100 1. 

Fourth. Additional drainage, which has tended to health, and of which it was impossible 
to estimate the quantity requisite till the ground was opened, which, with other smaller 
items tending to convenience, may be estimated in round numbers at 100 l.; making in all 
the amount demanded of 1 , 000 1. 

That of the above sum. Nos. 2 , 3 and 4, amounting to 400 1, appear to us to be a very 
fair claim on the Union ; whilst with regard to the remaining 600 /., we cannot help thinking 
that (although it certainly has afforded additional room and accommodation to the house) 
it was incurred from neglect of the Commissioners, or the persons employed by them, to form 
the original specification ; and we feel convinced, that had due care been taken in the doing 
so, a house fully equal to the necessities of the Union might have been erected for the sum 
originally proposed, without coming down on the Union for a subsidiary amount. 

Whilst thus protesting against the claim now made through such neglect, we be<>' to 
report that, as the work is now done, and must be ultimately paid for, we see no use in con- 
testing it with the Commissioners, who have power to enforce it; and as the re-pay- 
ment will come much lighter by instalments under the Exchequer Loan, we recommend the 
Board to give them the sanction required for making the same. 

(signed) B. H. Kelly. 

Walter McNamara. 



Commissioners’ Reply, 7th November 1842. 

With reference to the opinion expressed in the report of the committee appointed to 
investigate the contractor’s accounts, that the portion of the charge for extra work contained 
therein is owing to the omission of the work in the original specification, the Commissioners 
desire to state, that the work would have occasioned the same outlay had it been included 
in the specification, as the amount of the contract would have been affected accordingly, and 
the price the contractor is paid for the same is adjusted under the conditions of the contract, 
and calculated in accordance therewith. 

Minute of Guardians, 9th Nov. 1842, referring to the Poor Law Commissioners’ Letter. 
(No. 14888 D. 42.) 

Resolved, That this Board do adhere to the opinion expressed in the report of the com- 
mittee appointed to investigate the contractor’s accounts. 



BALLYMONEY UNION. 



Minute of Guardians, 4th February 1841. 

(No. 672 D. 41.) 

The Assistant Commissioner stated to the Board, that the Commissioners have received 
a communication relative to transferring the contract for building the workhouse from 
Mr. M'Elderry to Messrs. Millar & Lanktree. 

Resolved, That the guardians have no objections to any arrangements the Commissioners 
mav enter into with regard to the building of the workhouse. 
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Minote of Guardians, 4th March 1841. 

(No. 1501 D. 41.) 

Resolved, That the Board have heard that the Poor Law Commissioners have sanctioned 
the arrangement betwixt Mr. M'Elderry and Mr. Lank tree for the transfer of the contract 
for building the Ballymoney Workhouse. They respectfully request the Commissioners to 
confirm the arrangement, by cancelling Mr. M'Elderry’s surety, and taking security from 
Mr. Lanktree, which appears to us to Be the only satisfactory method of finally settling the 
transaction betwixt the parties. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 30th March 1841. 

Referring to your letter of the 5th instant, forwarding a copy of the resolution passed by 
the Board of Guardians of Ballymoney Union at a meeting on the 4th instant, recommend- 
ing that the arrangement for transferring to Mr. Lanktree the contract of Mr. M'Elderry 
for erecting the Union Workhouse may be carried into effect, and the surety bond cancelled, 
the Commissioners desire to state, that as at present advised they do not contemplate any 
"on in their position with Mr. M'Elderry. They have at the same time to observe, 
that he is at liberty to make any arrangements on his own account with Mr. Lanktree which 
may be compatible with a due fulfilment of the contract. 



Minute of Guardians, 6th May 1841. 

(No. 4081 D. 41.) 

Resolved, That the architect be requested to order the holes in the slates to be drilled, in 
place of being punched : the contractor has offered to perform the additional work for 6 d. 
per square extra. 

Received and referred to the architect, 10th May 1841. 



Extract from a Letter from the Chairman of Ballymoney Union. 

(No. 7285 D. 41.) Lissanoure, Ballymoney, 8th August 1841. 

It is more than two months since I called your attention to the mal-arrangement (by 
desire of the Ballymoney Board of Guardians) intended for the cesspools connected with 
the boys’ and girls’ apartments being laid down on the plans in the centre of the yards, 
where there will be great difficulty of access for the purpose of cleansing, and at all times 
more or less of miasma detrimental to health, but more particularly to young persons in the 
Ballymoney Workhouse. I was particularly requested to call your attention to this matter 
at this moment, the contractor being about to commence building the range connected with 
the yards alluded to, and to hope you will direct the architect to so far arrange the position 
of the cesspools as to be outside the yard walls. 

****** 

I have, &c. 

Geo. Macartney. 

Answered and referred to architect, August 1841. — See remainder ofletter and answer 
■under Antrim Union. 



Resolution of Guardians, 2d September 1841. 

(No. 8158 D. 41.) 

That it would be desirable that the two cesspools to be built in the rear of the entrance 
building of the workhouse should be removed outside the boundary wall, and that the 
architect be requested to take the alteration into consideration, and report the practicability 
and expense of the alteration to this Board at its next meeting. Also, if the openings to 
them were enlarged, it would at a future period facilitate the cleaning of them out. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 29th September 1841. 

The Commissioners have communicated with their architect and the Assistant Commis- 
sioner thereon. 

The Commissioners have come to the conclusion, that the situation in which the cesspools 
are placed will be found on the whole the most convenient that could be adopted ; and the 
Commissioners transmit a drawing, from which the Guardians will perceive that three privies 
are placed together, for which one cesspool will serve ; and that by removing the cesspool, 
a long drain would be rendered necessary, which would, it is believed, lead to greater incon- 
venience than can arise from the clearing of the cesspool in its present position. 
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Ballymoney Union. 



Resolution of Guardians, 14th September 1841. 

(No. 8463 D. 41.) 

That a statement having been made of the workmen not being paid, pursuant to the speci- 
fication, that Mr. Boshell, who attended at Board this day, be requested to call the attention 
of Mr. Lanktree to the circumstance, in order that the evil might be remedied, and to pre- 
vent a recurrence ; that the Board will feel it their duty to apply to the Commissioners on 
any future complaint being made. 



Architect’s Remark thereon. 



Contractor’s attention called to this resolution, 22d September 1841. 



Minute of Guardians, 10th March 1842. 

(No. 3006 D. 42.) 

The Board proceeded to consider whether steaming or boiling be adopted, and, after a 
lengthened discussion. 

Resolved, That steam be adopted in kitchen, laundry and probationary wards. 

The Assistant Commissioner stated to the Board, that he believed that the contractor for 
the building had already received an order for the erection of boilers in the usual manner 
in the workhouse, and that the Commissioners could not therefore consent to the erection of 
a steam apparatus, except with an understanding that fair compensation should be made 
to the contractor for whatever expense he may have gone to between the time of his receiv- 
ing the order and that of his having been stayed. 

it was proposed by Charles Douglass, esq., and seconded by James Leslie, esq., That 
inasmuch as Mr. Lanktree has not furnished the Board with a copy of the architect's order 
for the supplying of metal boilers previous to the 31st January 1842, and Mr. Boshell, the 
clerk of the works, having stated that the boilers already furnished are not in accordance 
with the specification furnished from the Poor Law Office, 29th December 1841, 

Resolved, That we do not consider the contractor has any claim for compensation for the 
furnishing of said boilers, as suggested by the Assistant Commissioner. 



Commissioners’ Reply, 9th April 1842. 

The Commissioners desire to state that, in compliance with the wishes of the Guardians, 
they consent to the adoption of steam apparatus ; but that the cast-iron boilers having been 
already ordered of the contractor, compensation must be allowed to him for any loss that 
may attend the disposal of them, which, however, is expected to be small, as boilers of the 
same size are required for other workhouses. 

At the same time the Commissioners desire to state, that they consent to the use of 
steam in opposition to their own views of the subject, being of opinion that boilers which 
are of simple construction, and require less care and expense in management, are better 
suited to workhouse purposes, and that even in the largest workhouses they are found to 
answer better than steam. Boilers are used in the present Cork Workhouse, where there are 
upwards of 2,000 inmates ; and the Commissioners are informed that they are found to 
succeed better than the steam apparatus, which was used in cooking for 1,600 persons 
in the old house, previously to the occupation of the new building. And at the Drogheda 
Workhouse the Commissioners are informed that the consumption of fuel is greater than it 
is in those houses of the same size where boilers are used, the latter being the only house 
that the Commissioners are aware of where steam apparatus is used. 



Minute of Guardians, 11th April 1842. 

(No. 4491 D. 42.) 

Read the letter of the Poor Law Commissioners, dated 9th April 1842. 

Mr. Clements stated to the Board, that he had been in communication with Dir. Wilkin- 
son. the architect, by which it appeared that the boilers, which were on the ground, not being 
according to specification, the contractor had, in his opiuion, no ground to compensation 
for them ; but the other boilers being at the founders, the question of compensation depended 
upon the possibility of disposing of them, or on the question of whether or not they had 
been paid for : the Commissioners would of course do their utmost to dispose of them. 

Resolved, That this Board entertain no objection to the payment of whatever compensa- 
tion the architect may, under the circumstances, determine to be reasonable. 



Letter from the Chairman of the Board of Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 12540 D. 42.) Lissanoure, 1st October 1842. 

On Thursday last, having attended a meeting of the house committee, to examine a 
quantity of clothing, I was shown a bill of particulars of extra work and fittings for the 
workhouse, as furnished by Mr. Lanktree to the clerk of the works, amounting to 1,77 C. A 
Taking a very hasty view of it, there appeared a number of charges that, strictly speaking, 
were or ought to be comprised in the original specification and contract ; and I perfectly 

recollect 
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recollect the Assistant Commissioner, when stating to the Board of Guardians what would 
be probably the amount of our whole cost to be put. to open the house, stating, for 

Fittings and furniture about - £.1,200. 

Our contract has been made for - £. 6,785 

The ground amounted to about - - 35(» or £.-100 

Our engagements for furniture - - 200, I should say ; 

And to about - ------ 300 for steam and washhouse. 

So that - 700 ought to be about the outside of extras. 

£.8,336 



In place of the sum of 8,000 1 . (the original sum recommended as sufficient), we shall now 
be called on to raise 1,200 1. or 1,400 1 . additional. Such increase has not arisen from any 
suggestions of the Board, as from the commencement to this moment we have had no com- 
munication with either the builder or architect upon the work ; and such surcharges are the 
cause of complaints being made both in and out of Parliament, of the enormous charges 
arising out of a system not having sufficient checks or control by the Guardians. I hope it 
may not be considered demanding too much that Mr. Wilkinson may be desired to inform 
me when he will attend to inspect and measure the works, as there are many things require 
alteration to accord with the specification, and to be in such order as to justify the con- 
tractor’s being paid his account in full. 

I have, &c. 

Geo, Macartney. 



Commissioners’ Reply, 15th October 1842. 

Referring to your letter of the 1st instant, relative to the contract for providing the 
workhouse of Ballymoney Union, the Poor Law Commissioners desire to state, that they 
have communicated with their architect thereon, and that the building will be closely sur- 
veyed, and every thing the contractor may be liable to carefully ascertained, and no account 
will be certified by the. architect until examined first with reference to the items being 
included in the contract; second, as to the accuracy of the quantities; and, finally, as to the 
fairness of the charges made ; the whole of which are subject to the decision of the archi- 
tect of the Poor Law Commissioners for the time being, and it is not expected that any 
misunderstanding as to the contract will arise. 



Minute of Guardians, 17th November 1842. 

(No. 15342 D. 42.) 

The attention of the Board having been called to the proceedings entered by the Poor 
Law Commissioners against the Edenderry Board of Guardians, for enforcing a further 
demand beyond the original contract for building the workhouse, and also the difference 
between the Poor Law Commissioners and the Strabane Board of Guardians, for a larger 
sum demanded by the contractor for extra work ; and it appearing further, that a sum 
exceeding the original contract has been furnished to the Commissioners by Mr. Lanktree, the 
contractor for the Ballymoney workhouse, the prices of which appeared to a number of this 
Board as very exorbitant, and many of the items belonging properly to the ori«inal 
contract, — 0 

Proposed by Mr! J. S. Moore, and seconded by Mr. John Boyd, That the clerk be 
directed to write to the Commissioners, requesting that the contract and specification 
together with the account of extra work, may be laid before this Board at its next meeting' 
in order to afford them an opportunity to make such objections as they may deem necessary’ 
previous to the examination of the account by Mr. Wilkinson, the Board’s architect. ’ 
The documents referred to in the foregoing resolution transmitted to the Board of Guar- 
dians, with a letter, dated 29th November 1842. 



Extract from Letter from Clerk to the Guardians to the Commissioners,14th Dec. 1842. 
(No. 16748 D. 42.) 

The ventilators in the roof of infirmary admit rain; when the wind is at a certain point, 
the rain beats in at the windows of the board-room until it will be on the floor ; the venti- 
lators in wings of main building do not keep it out at all times. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 22d December 1842. 

The matter having been referred to the architect, he has given the necessary directions 
thereon. 



616. 



Minute 



I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Ballymoney Union. 
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I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Bally money Union. 



Ballyshannon 

Union. 



Balrothery Union. 



Minute of Guardians, 29th December 1842. 

(No. 36 D. 43.) 

After a lengthened discussion respecting Mr. Lanktree’s account for extra work, it was 
Resolved, That this Board employ a qualified person to examine the prices of the extra 
work performed by Mr. Lanktree, and that the Commissioners be requested not to allow the 
account to be finally certified by Mr. Wilkinson until they get the report of this Board. 

Resolved, That Mr. I.anyan, county surveyor, be employed to examine the prices of the 
extra work performed by the contractor for building the workhouse. 

Resolved, That the above resolution and Mr. Lanyan’s report be forwarded to the As- 
sistant Commissioner, and that he be requested to forward them to the Commissioners. 



Minute of Guardians, 5th January 1843. 

(No. 441 D. 43.) 

Read the letters of the Poor Law Commissioners, dated 5th, 10 th and 15th December 1 842, 
and the account of the expenditure out of the loan and interest of 8,595 1. received from the 
Exchequer Loan Commissioners. 

The Guardians beg to remark, that the item 4 /. 10s. (four pounds ten shillings) to 
Messrs. Porter k Son, for carriage of boilers to and from Ballymoney, should not be charged 
to them, it having been acknowledged by Mr. Clements, Assistant Commissioner, and 
Mr. Boshell, clerk of the works, that they were not in conformity with the specification. 

Referred to the architect 14th January 1843, and noted by him to be acted upon in the 
adjustment of the contractor’s account. 



BALLYSHANNON UNION. 

Resolutions of Guardians, 11 th February 1843. 

(No. 2728 D. 43.) 

That the Board request the attention of the Poor Law Commissioners’ architect to the 
workhouse, and to request that he, or one of his deputies, will inspect it, to see that it is in 
such a state as Mr. Creden ought to have left it. 

That it would be satisfactory to the Board to have the house inspected by a competent 
architect, to be appointed by them, before Mr. Creden is exonerated from all liability as to 
his contract, to report to the Board of Guardians whether the workhouse has been properly 
built, in accordance with the specifications and Mr. Creden’s contract, and as to whether 
any expense has been gone to in seeking foundations that might properly have been avoided 
the Board having heard that such was the case. 

Should the Poor Law Commissioners agree to the Board appointing an architect for this 
purpose, the Board will submit his name, and the remuneration to be paid him, to the Poor 
Law Commissioners for their approval, and also inform the Commissioners’ architect of the 
day of the inspection, in order that he may attend, if he thinks fit. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 3d March 1843. 

The attention of the architect has been called to the resolution relative to the inspection 
of the workhouse by him, and he has given the necessary directions to one of his assistants. 

With reference to the resolution relative to the inspection of the workhouse, by an archi- 
tect to be appointed by the Guardians, I am to state, that the Commissioners will not offer 
any objection to the course proposed ; but it is desirable that the proposed inspection should 
be made with as little delay as possible. 

I am, &c. 

Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 



Resolution of Guardians, 4th March 1843. 

(No. 4361 D. 43.) 

That the clerk be directed to write to Mr. Graham, of Donegal, to know for what sum he 
will inspect the Ballyshannon workhouse, to see if it has been built in accordance with tlie 
specifications, the Poor Law Commissioners having consented to have a person appointed 
for this purpose. 



BALROTHERY UNION. 



Minutes of Guardians, 12th April 1841. 

(No. 4639 D. 41.) r 

Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Macartney report, that they this day went through the workhouse, 
and examined it minutely, and they have to call the particular attention of the Board to the 
following defects in its condition : — 

1 st. No stockings have yet been provided; several of the aged and infirm are 
suffering in consequence. 

2d. No 
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2d. No shoes have been provided for the children. 

3d. The rendering of the roof is in many places incomplete ; and in one place 
„ near the bell-rope the wet appears to have come in. 

4th. Several of the steps appear broken, especially that going into the main building, 
and that going into the boys’ room. 

5th. The door into the main building has no fewer than seven panes of glass broken, 
in consequence of no roller to prevent the door clapping. 

6th. The rain appears to come in at most of the metal sashes. 

7th. The matron is insufficiently provided with a place for her washing. 

8th. The laundry requires a steeping tub ; at present the clothes are steeped in the 
washing tubs, which appears inconvenient. 

9th. The laundry should be supplied either with a mangle or irons ; there is likewise 
no store for clean clothes ; at present they are kept with the dirty. 

10th. A bench should be erected at the sunny side of the men’s yard. The present 
bench is at the south 6ide, and under the shelter of the wall. 

11th. A ladder is requisite for the drying yard, to enable the matron to raise the 
clothes when drying. 

12th. There is no accommodation for paupers in the probationary wards : a poor 
woman recently confined, and out of a fever, was brought there within the last few 
days ; there was no place for her to lie in. 

13th. Sashes are required over the door of the female ward and nursery, and an out- 
side door from back yard into female ward, and also into male ward. 

14th. The stove of the girls’ room renders it uninhabitable, through smoke. 

15th. A communication should be made between boys’ room and day-room, to admit 
of washing in the latter. 

1 6th. Short bed-ticks were wanting for children’s beds. 

17th. The mode of ventilating the rooms appears defective, and the contrivance for 
opening the windows has led to the breaking of a number of panes of glass. 

18th. In consequence of the contractor having taken off the lock of the stable-door 
into the upper yard, the door has been blown oft its hinges, and broken. 

19th. No furniture or tables have been provided for the Board-room. 

Resolved, That this report be entered on the Minutes, and a copy forwarded to the 
Commissioners, with a request that it may be brought under their particular attention. 

Referred to the architect and one of his assistants. Inspected the building 19th April 



Minute of Guardians, 19th April 1841. 

(No. 3538 D. 41.) 

A letter read from the Assistant Commissioner, Mr. Hall, relative to the report made by 
Messrs. Hamilton and Macartney. 



Resolution of Guardians, 24th Mav 1841. 

(No. 4608 D. 41.) 

That the clerk be instructed to inform the Commissioners, that, notwithstanding an 
application which has been already made to the contractor, calling upon him to have the 
pumps put into a proper condition, no steps have yet been taken by him for that purpose. 

That very great inconvenience results from Mr. Doolin’s inattention in this respect, and 
that the Board respectfully request the active interference of the Commissioners, as well 
respecting the pumps and floors, as respecting the other matters brought under the con- 
sideration of the Commissioners, in a report forwarded to them on the 12th April last. 



Minute of Guardians, 31st May 1841. 

(No. 5054 D. 41.) 

Read letter from Richard Hall, esq., Assistant Commissioner, date 28th instant, relative 
to the builder completing all such works as he is under contract to perform. 



Resolution of Guardians, 14th June 1841. 

(No. 5458 D. 41.) 

That as the greatest possible inconvenience and irregularity in the establishment, 
occasioned by the want of water in the well of our pump, and the difficulty of raising it, 
even when there is a supply, and which Mr. Doolin, the contractor, is either unwilling or 
unable to rectify, we direct our clerk to request the Commissioners will immediately look 
to the fulfilment of Mr. Doolin’s contract concerning the sinking and machinery of the 
pump, or direct a new pump to be made suitable to the well. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 26th June 1841. 

With reference to the well and pump, it appears to the Commissioners’ architect, that the 
well i s n ot deep enough, and that the pump is defective in some of the joints, or interior 
work ; Mr. Doolin is bound to remedy both these failures, and it is recommended to the 

6l6. E 2 Guardians 



Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Balrothery Union. 
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I. Guardians to confer with him as to the possibility of deepening the present well, or the 

Workhouses necessity of sinking another in some other part of the premises, at his expense. 

(Complaints). The Commissioners do not consider Mr. Doolin entitled to a final settlement of his 

account until all the matters for which he is answerable are satisfactorily arranged. * 

Balrothery Union. 

Resolution of Guardians, 21st June 1841. 

(No. 5714 D. 41.) ' 

That the Commissioners be again informed, that the pump in the workhouse is out of 
order, and that their particular attention be called as well to the state of this pump as to the 
state of the well and supply of water. 

That there being insufficient accommodation in the hospital for fever patients, and it 
being very hazardous that such patients be mixed in the hospital with other patients, the 
house committee be authorized to make such arrangements as they may deem best to provide 
a separate place for the reception of fever patients, and that the place they may appoint be 
aired. 

The maker of the pump was directed by the Commissioners to send to the workhouse 
and have the pump examined, with a view to remedying the defect without delay, 1st July 
1841. 

Minute of Guardians, 19th July 1841. 

(No. 6644 D. 41.) 

Ordered, That the cleik be directed to inform the Poor Law Commissioners that the well 
was totally dry last week, and that there is no supply of water for the establishment. 

Architect’s Observations on the foregoing, 22d July 1841. 

Mr Doolin has no claim for the pump put down, or lor the cost of the well, if it is dry. 
I sent some one last week to ascertain the cause of the deficient supply of water, and it 
appeared then that there was a considerable quantity of water in the well ; but the pipe of 
the pump did not go within many feet of the bottom of it, and a new pump, suited to a 
greater depth, is necessary, if the supply of water is found to be sufficient. Mr. Mallet has 
been written to, to send down to Balrothery, next Tuesday, a common pump, and two men, 
in order to take out all the water from the well, and ascertain the strengtli of the spring, 
and the actual supply, which, if insufficient in quantity, will prevent Mr. Doolin from being 
entitled to the money for his contract, which requires a well to be sunk to give a good and 
sufficient supply : there will be some one at the building next Wednesday, and something 
finally must be done. I regret that such inconvenience should arise, which is owing to the 
very bad management of the contractor, who must, I consider, be looked to no further for 
remedying the deficiency, but an ample reduction to be made from his contract as soon as 
the examination of next Wednesday is over. q jy 



Resolution of Guardians, 9th August 1841. 

(No. 7295 D. 41.) 

That the clerk be directed to write to the Commissioners, to inform them of the defective 
state of the floor in the male infirm ward, and suggesting that it would be advisable for 
them to direct Mr. Doolin to relay it with as little delay as possible, so as to admit of the 
shed at present occupied by the stuff for said floor being used for the breaking of stones 
in bad weather, also to inform the Commissioners that the pump still remains in its useless 
state. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 14th August 1841. 

The Commissioners desire to state, that they have received a positive assurance from 
Mr. Doolin, the contractor for erecting the workhouse, to whom another application was 
made immediately on receipt of the Guardians’ minutes, that the floors should be made 
good, and that the materials should be removed from the shed yesterday, and that Messrs. 
Mallet have been called upon forthwith to make the pump effective, which they have 
undertaken to do without delay : should the Guardians think fit to have these works per- 
formed by other parties than those who have proved so dilatory, the Commissioners 
will be prepared to deduct the amount of the expense incurred from the balance due to 
Mr. Doolin. 

Since the above was written, a letter, of which a copy is enclosed, has been received 
from Mr. Doolin. 

Copy Letter referred to in the foregoing. 

(No. 7375 D. 41.) 

Sir, Westland Row, 14th August 1841. 

In reply to yours of the 11th instant, l beg to say, that Messrs. Mallet & Son have 
orders for a new pump, and that I expect it will be ready at the latter end of next week, 
and that I will have the mortar floor made early in the week. 

I am, &c. 

To Arthur Moore, esq. TFa//er Doolin- 

Min uts 
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Minute of Guardians, 6th December 1841. 

(No. 11206 D. 41.) 

That this Board regret that the representations made to the Commissioners, in reference 
to site of the house, previous to its being commenced, were not attended to, the Guardians 
being perfectly aware that the house would necessarily be liable to an overflow of water in 
winter, if built in its present situation ; that the Commissioners be requested to send down 
their engineer to examine the house, and ascertain how far the drainage of the house can 
be improved. 

Resolved, That the present situation of the pipe for cleansing of the utensils is objec- 
tionable; that it is desirable that it should be continued to the centre of the yard; that 
Mr. Kenneily be authorized to procure the necessary quantity of pipe for this extension, and 
to employ a plumber to add it to the present pipe, and also to have the grate of the nursery 
repaired; that Mr. Kenneily be authorized to procure 12 panes of glass of each of the 
different sizes requisite for repairs ; also that he procure some sallies for basket-making. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 11th December 1841. 

In respect to the drainage of the workhouse, the Commissioners have directed the atten- 
tion of their architect thereto ; and he will take such steps as may be necessary immedi- 
ately on his return to Dublin, where he is expected in a few days. 



Extract from Letter from the Clerk to the Guardians to D. Phelan, F.sq., 
Assistant Commissioner, 31st January 1842. 

(No. 1498 D. 42.) 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians to call your early and serious attention to the 
total inefficiency of the forcing pump erected by the contractor, it being now out of order 
since Wednesday last, whereby the male and female wards are left without a supply of 
water, and the mode of obtaining a moderate supply for culinary purposes very tedious, 
inconvenient and expensive. The sewers from the kitchen-yard have not been made with 
such a fall as is necessary to carry off the waste water. 

Referred to the architect, who communicated with Mr. Phelan thereon, with a view to the 
Guardians employing a person to do the work required. 



Minutes of Guardians, 7th February 1842. 

(No. 1680 D. 42.) 

Read letter from Poor Law Commissioners’ architect to Mr. Phelan, accompanied with 
a report and a plan of drainage : the assistant architect attended, and will forward a report 
by Monday next relative to the draining of the workhouse ground ; also that he will write 
to the clerk relative to repairing the forcing pump. 

That the clerk employ a plumber to examine the forcing pump, and, if he can, to put it 
in proper order. 



BALTINGLASS UNION. 



Mlau ™ of Guardians, 23d December 1841. BellingUs. Uoioo. 

Received from Mr. Muggeridge, Assistant Commissioner. 

(No. 11796 D. 41.1 

A complaint having been made to the Board of Guardians, that the stove in the laundry 
does not give sufficient heat to dry the clothes, and that some of the troughs are leaky; 
that the boilers in the kitchen and laundry want small doors in the chimnies to admit a 
sweeping machine ; and also that many of the outside gutters are leaky : 

Resolved, That a letter be written to Mr. Muggeridge, requesting that the architect may 
be sent down to remedy all these defects. 

Architect’s Remark thereon, 6th January 1842. 

Wrote to contractor on these defects. _ 

Oreo. W. 



Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Bahothery Union. 



Minute of Guardians, 3d February 1842. 

(No. 1773 D. 42.) 

The Board desire to notify to the Commissioners their opinion, that no further advance 
ought to be made to the contractor until he successfully remedies the various defects found 
to exist in his works, especially in the flues of the various chimnies, which smoke very much 
and for sweeping or cleaning of which no arrangements have been made : the gutter-pipes 
are also found exceedingly defective, many of them leaky, &c. 
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I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Baltinglass Union 



Extract from Letter of the Commissioners to the Guardians, 21st February 1842. 

The Commissioners will direct the attention of the architect to the suggestions contained 
in the report of the house committee, referred to in the resolution of the Guardians of the 
17 th instant. 

The architect instructed to proceed accordingly. 

Architect’s Remark thereon, 5th March 1842. 

Before payment is made the whole will be examined. Geo. W. 



Minute of Guardians, 14th April 1842. 

(No. 4616 D. 42.) 

Ordered, That Joseph Dooling, the contractor for the re-setting of the boilers, be 
instructed to inspect the chimney in the schoolmistress’s room, for the purpose of taking such 
means as may prevent its smoking, and to make a report on same on the next day of 
meeting. 

Minute of Guardians, 12th May 1842. 

(No. 5948 D. 42.) 

It was resolved, That application be made to the Poor Law Commissioners to order 
the boundary wall to be immediately erected round the workhouse, in order to restrain the 
paupers from walking abroad at their pleasure, and as the only means of fully empowering 
the master to check such abuse. 

Architect’s Remark thereon, 12th August 1842. 

The wall is now in course of erection. Geo. W. 

Minute of Guardians, 16 th June 1842. 

(No. 7456 D. 42.) 

A Letter from the Assistant Commissioner, bearing date the I5th instant, was laid before 
the Board, as also one from the architect to the Poor Law Commissioners, which accom- 
panied it, relative to the balance claimed by the contractor for building the workhouse, &c. ; 
whereupon, on the motion of Mr. Pendrid, seconded by Mr. Kehoe, it was resolved That 
the Poor Law Commissioners be requested to have deducted from the contractor’s bill the 
following sums, which were paid by the Board for remedying the defects found to exist in 
his works : viz. 

r „ j 



z. s. a. 

For re-setting boilers - - - - - - _ <) 7 _ 

,, repairing kitchen roof - - - - - - 110 - 

„ securing gutters - - - - - - _ 116 - 

„ altering fire-place in drying-room, which smoked - 1 _ _ 

„ securing lead which was loose on hips of turrets - 2 2 6 

„ putting up gutters - - - j _ _ 



£.16 15 6 

Note . — Repaid to Guardians, and deducted from contractor’s account. 

Extract 



Minute of Guardians, 17th February 1842. 

(No. 2048 D. 42.) 

The house committee being called on to point out some means by which a fire-place 
could be made in the rooms occupied by the schoolmaster and ward-master, have reported 
that in the schoolmaster’s room a fire-place can be made by building a chimney outside, in 
the same manner as has been already done in the room occupied by the schoolmistress, at 
an expense of about T l. The committee suggested, that by changing the small room 
occupied by the ward-master, from the end of the boys’ sleeping-room, where it now is, a 
small room of the same dimensions can be partitioned off, and a fire-place can then be built 
in the wall over the boys’ school-room, at a moderate expense. The committee also 
suggested, that a competent mason should he employed to re-set the boilers, and enter into 
security to keep them in proper order for 12 months. At present the schoolmaster and 
ward-master have no place to cook their food, except in the boilers in which the food of the 
paupers is dressed. 

The foregoing report having been read, it was moved by Captain Dennis, seconded by 
Mr. Michael Walshe, and carried unanimously. That on Thursday next a competent mason 
should be consulted as to the best mode of re-setting the several boilers in the house. That 
notice be sent to Brown, of Stratford, to ascertain if he will undertake to do the work, and give 
security to keep all in perfect order for 12 months ; and that a copy of the foregoing report 
of the house committee, and resolution of the Board, be transmitted to the Commissioners 
to show the urgent necessity of having the boilers immediately repaired, as three out of four 
in the kitchen are now useless, being improperly set. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



I 



the GUARDIANS OF UNIONS relative to POOR HOUSES( I RELAND). 35 

Extract from Letter from the Clerk of the Guardians to the Commissioners’ Architect I 

17th June 1842. ’ w 

(No. 2491 D. 42.) (Complaints) 

The Guardians have also to state, that at present the lead on the hips of slating i n many ' — “ * 

parts of the workhouse, is giving symptoms of slipping down. 0 J Baltinglass Union. 



BANBRIDGE UNION. 



No. 3226 D. 42.) 



Minute of Guardians, 14th March 1842. 



The renort of the visiting committee was laid before the Board. Floor of boys’ school- 

Z°aZ nfffnr\h P c T dea - ; ? U ? ery T “ d damp; a few children and their mothers 
badly ott tor shoes, more particularly as the floor is wet and damp 

The master reports, that there are a few slates off the front building. 



Resolution of Guardians, 16th May 1842 
(No. 6286 D. 42.) y 

That the floor of the room in the workhouse, at present appropriated for the use of a 
nursery, is in a very bad state, as regards the health of the nurses and children occupying it 
owing to damp ; and the Board are of opinion, that it should be laid with tiles, and that the 
clerk employ some person to ascertain the quantity of tiles which will be required to lay the 
floor of said nursery, previous to their being ordered. " ^ 



BANDON UNION. 

/iv _ ^ rx . Resolution of Guardians, 18th December 1839. 

(no. 5520 D. 39.) 

’Iliat the Board dissent to the appointment of Mr. Ktassen, and that, letter be addressed 
to the Commissioners expressing their sentiments on the occasion. 



Letter enclosed with foregoing Minute. 

*” d tid"i i be d™ t ! ,e . Doard , of Gu " dia ” s °nhe°Band l on^ V^jOTrTtter 

The »mm«^ti™ Ide tTS? p Z y you to th ? folIo " n ® efr “‘- -Commissioner,- 

^ C 'h * °° f th ' W ° rUk " ‘“"“Stenl the' «T.' GiSfh“ 

n j Workhouse, causes them extreme surprise and dissatisfaction. appointment of the 

exiodilZ S.i 0 - °° w lea ™’ for ,he first *■“•> i» every thing relating to the "f works, 

expend, tare of their own money they are considered as mere ciphers, and are subjected to a 

fo™Zto lSarllftZ g d h “ ‘V s offe . n!!,, , e , ; whilst tlle y are powerless for good, they are put 
oroard to bear all the odium of questionable acts and appointments, for which it is but rio-hr 

lo n e,r ftZh' tU “ Cy Sh0 " U k n n “Y. tl,ey are in reali ‘y i» »o way resp^LTble ngh ‘ 

the reach of nommatlon ’ the Onardians, with a view to keep their own conduct beyond 

woufilherofcre a"l tfZba 1", * t f“'f ° f , the he P rofesses : the 

a f J ■ J k ’ ‘ 1 be fit or decent t0 select for a lucrative and, as yet a sinecure offire 

a foreigner and entire stranger who has only lately made his appearance^ this count™ and 
they consider to have no knowledge of masonry or carpentry, and yet who is nmnrvce/l 
•o be mtmsted With the supermtendenl, of the bnilLg of Se SSonS FOi,OSed 

be nerfb.m’d that hlS ■ 1 K -’ 8) r ™ al >« at 'on should commence before any duties were to 

be performed is very inconsistent wrth the opposition offered by the Commissioners to ih« 

^ wished to have justly proportioned to the services rendered 

le4d should S’ewdS f Ca8e5 ' , ! ,ere k ca " be accomplished, the various monies 

that tL .• b ex P e , nded within the respective Unions : they hold it to be but reasonable 
money e such outkv e hn S10U W ^ ^ , fit to be {rom the outlay of their own 

titution and of future ta'-Tit’ ° COUr ? e ’ a te " den cy to diminish ultimately the amount of des- 
fora workto* 1 ^ widertalc and the y d ° " ot ^sider that, in selecting the contractor 
shoiilo h U K 1 • under taken m and at the ultimate charge of the Union, the preference 
bhoulu have been g,ven to a stranger, when tenders have b?e» made by parties rSeS 

E 4 within 
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within the Union, exceeding by hut a small sum the accepted offer, such residents being i n 
every respect qualified and personally interested in the faithful execution of their contract, 
and employing no workmen but such as the Union furnished. 

On the same grounds they argue against the appointment of Mr. Klassen, when natives 
of the Union, more competent as overseers can be found. 

The Board suppose that Mr. K. might be generally useful to Mr. Wilkinson in preparing 
his plans, &c., but there is no reason why the Bandon Union should be saddled with the 
charge of a draftsman for that architect. 

The Board would here notice the little courtesy with which they have been treated on the 
subject of the building, the Commissioners having issued a peremptory order to the Guar- 
dians to provide a sum of 8,200 /., without condescending to furnish one word of explanation 
as to the amount of contract, or any single arrangement connected with the building, infor- 
mation having only been obtained by questions put to their assistant at the Board-table. 

The Ministers of the Crown, when seeking supplies, do not withhold information from 
Parliament : the Commissioners seem to exercise a power greater than that of the Crown, 
and which, if it had not had apparently the sanction of the Legislature, the Guardians would 
not hesitate to pronounce to be most arbitrary and unconstitutional. 

The Board, in giving this expression to their feelings and opinions, consider it to be not the 
less deserving of attention because it proceeds from a body of gentlemen whose services are 
gratuitous, and who have every motive for relieving the poverty and distress of their fellow 
beings, but who are fully aware of the necessity of watching with a jealous eye the proceed- 
ings of experimentalists, who are irresponsible and beyond the law, and over whom, as the 
case at present stands, there is no restraining power but that of public opinion, through the 
medium of the press. 

By order of the Board, 

W. Stanlev, esq. S. R. Tresilian, Clerk to the Union. 

Assistant Secretary. 



Resolution of Guardians, 28th December 1839. 

(No. 5656 D. 39.) 

That the explanations this day given by Mr. Voules have perfectly satisfied the Board of 
Guardians, and if the same information had been possessed on the last day of meeting, it 
would have rendered wholly unnecessary the letter which was written on that day to the 
Commissioners. 



Resolution of Guardians, 3d March 1841. 

(No. 1503 D. 41.) 

That the clerk be directed to communicate with Mr. Wilkinson, the architect, such details 
as shall be supplied to him by the Building Committee. 

Architect’s Note on foregoing, March 1841. 

The matter referred to is connected with lead-flashings to roofs, 1 believe, which will be 
duly attended to. Geo. W. 



Resolution of Guardians, 24th March 1841. 

(No. 2315 D. 41.) 

That the clerk do communicate with Mr. Wilkinson, the architect, as to the propriety of 
substitutin 0, lead where Roman cement is now placed, where low buildings abut against the 
gables of the higher buildings. 



Architect’s Note, March 1841. 
Attended to ; see subsequent correspondence. 



Geo. W. 



Minute of Guardians, 21st April 1841. 

(No. 3393 D. 41.) 

Resolved, In reference to the resolution of 24th March, that the substitution of lead for 
cement be suspended for the present, and until it is made more apparent that the building, as 
at present constructed, is defective, it having been stated that the contemplated alteration 
would now be expensive and injurious to the building ; and that a copy of this resolution be 
sent to the architect of the Poor Law Commissioners. 



Minute of Guardians, 26th May 1841. 

(No. 4997 D. 41.) 

The Board, having resumed the adjourned consideration of the demand of the Commis- 
sioners relative to the bond for the last instalment of the sum to be raised for building and 
furnishing the workhouse, decide on refusing compliance therewith, for the present, for the 
following reasons : — f 

First. Because, according to the terms of the contract with the builders, a sum 01 
not more than 85 per cent, was payable to them during the progress of the building ; the 

- balance 
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balance of 15 per cent, to be held over as a check on the contractor, and not to be Workhouses 
paid until the completion of the building to the satisfaction of the architect and the (Complaints). 

Guardians, an event not likely to occur for a considerable period. 

Second. Because this Board has already signed bonds for sums amounting to more Bandon Union, 
than the contractor’s 85 per cent., leaving a balance in the Commissioners' hands (as 
shown by their own account, rendered to the Board of Guardians for current contingent 
expenses). 

Third. Because the Board cannot but view with jealousy this untimely and need- 
less demand, which has the appearance of being intended to withdraw finally from the 
Board the poor semblance of any check or control over the remaining funds which are 
destined to the purposes of furnishing and equipping the workhouse and its inhabitants, 
and which sums, under the control of the Guardians, might be worthily and usefully 
expended amongst the rate-payers of the Union. 1 

Note of Commissioners on foregoing, 10 th June 1841 . 

Referred to Assistant Commissioner, to attend the next meeting of the Guardians. 

The reserve of 15/. per cent, on the contract, amounts to 990/., and the amount of the 
instalments paid is 1,800/. under the amount of the contract. 

Deducting from the 6,000/. already advanced on the loan, the expenses connected with 
the site and the payments to the clerk of works, the residue is insufficient to meet the legal 
claims of the contractor, and therefore it is necessary to have the remaining portion of the 
loan advanced ; but this cannot be detrimental to the Union ; on the contrary, it is rather for 
its advantage to have the balance of the loan advanced, as it will then bear interest until the 
Exchequer Bills shall be actually sold to realise sums required for payments, and the amount 
not required for the contractor will remain at interest until necessary for defraying the 
expense to be incurred by providing fittings and furniture. 



Minutes of Guardians, 23 d June 1841 . 

(No. 5839 D. 41.) 

W. J. Voules, esq.. Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, in attendance. 

Resolved, That upon the explanation given by Mr. Voules, the Board do proceed to 
execute the security for the further instalment of the loan, 2,200/. 



Resolution of Guardians, 20th October 1841 - 

(No. 9810 D. 41.) 

That in consequence of the delay in giving up the workhouse to the Guardians, the ground 
attached thereto has become much trespassed, which cannot be remedied, the Board not 
considering it has any control. 

Note. —A letter was addressed on 26th October 1841 by the Commissioners to the con- 
tractors, requiring them to give possession of the workhouse to the Guardians forthwith. 



Commissioners’ Answer to the Guardians’ Resolution, 26 th October 1841. 

(No. 9810 D. 41.) 

Commissioners desire to inform the Board of Guardians that they have directed the 
contractor for building the workhouse to give up possession of the building to the Guardians. 



Minute of Guardians, 1st December 1841 . 

(No. 11157 D. 41.) 

Resolved, That the attention of our Assistant Poor Law Commissioner 
observations of the last report of our visiting committee, with a view of the 
having the defect remedied. 



be drawn to the 
Commissioners 



Observations alluded to. 

“We find from the defective state of the roof, that several of the dormitories are 
quite uninhabitable, and others partially so : the doors of the dining-hall require a porch 
or some protection against the wind and rain, which at present beat in violently.’™ ' 



Architect’s Notes. 

Lead directed to be put, instead of cement. 

See Resolution of Guardians of 24th of March 1841 and 21st of April 1841. 



, v Minute of Guardians, 8th December 1841. 

(Ho. 11298 D. 41.) 

4 at t] T T X Tt ° f i the S®"* committee, with the accompanying tender, be 
m t Jdtl vvu? 1 °° r LaW Com,lllssloner > with a view that the same may be sub- 

tads m^hTds'of sr port,on 51,01,1,1 be defn,yed o,,t ot ,he 
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I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Bandon Union. 



Enclosures with foregoing. 

To the Board of Guardians of the Bandon Union. 

Gentlemen, 

We, the appointed members of the finance committee, beg to submit to your considera- 
tion and approval the accompanying estimates for certain work required for your workhouse: 
after a careful and minute survey of the establishment, we find that this work is necessary to 
ensure the purposes. 

First. Security of the stores and the inmates in the different wards. 

Second. The proper separation of the male and female paupers in the dining-hall 
and comfort and cleanliness therein. 

* Fourth. The urgent necessity of having a kitchen, and hot-water apparatus in the 
infirmary. 

+ Fifth. The absolute necessity of speedily destroying, by some means, the accumula- 
tion of filth in the paupers’ old clothes, and, lastly, to provide for the master a kitchen 
accommodation, he possessing none at present. 

J We find that the estimate for enclosing the passages from male and female yards to the 
ground-wards and nursery are much wanted to preserve an uniform temperature, and conse- 
quently the health of the inmates. 

John Wheeler, jun. 

John Hurley. 

Workhouse, 8 December 1841. Richard Trcsilian. 



Notes by Architect, December 1841. 

* Fourth. A range prepared for hot water can be placed in the nurse’s room, if necessary ; 
the fire-place in the nurses’ room has been hitherto found sufficient. 

Geo. W. 

+ Fifth. At Belfast a fumigating apparatus has been purchased, which exposes the 
clothes to the action of sulphur in an iron box, with a fire under it. 

Geo. W. 

t This, I presume, is the putting doors to the outer archway leading to passage of stairs, 
and the doors of the wards. I think the addition advantageous. 

Geo. W. 

Instruction of the Commissioners on the foregoing. 

Mr. Voules to communicate with the Guardians. 

24 December 1841. 



Estimate accompanying foregoing Report. 

Estimate for the following Work wanting to be done at the Bandon Union Workhouse, 
7th December 1841. 



The opening back of master’s rooms, size of 4 feet 6 inches by 9 feet 7 inches 
high, to be made up with a pair of folding-doors and frame; the frame to be 
7 feet 2 inches high, and breadth of ope ; the remainder of the ope to be 
lined up with 1-inch stuff ; the door-frame to be made of scantling 4| inches 
by 3 inches, with a circular head to fit the arch; the doors to be made of 
14-inch boards, with 4 ledges of 8 inches wide - 
Two large openings back of men and women’s wards, size of 10 feet by C feet, 
to have a frame and folding-doors 7 feet 3 inches high, and breadth of 
opening-door and frame to be made of the same scantlings as those for 
master’s hall ; the arch to be made up with 1-inch boarding, with a frame 
and sash let into it ; the frame and sash to be found by the maker 
The spar-door for kitchen to be lined up with 1-inch boards ; the size of door 
9 feet 6 inches by 5 feet ; the boards to be rabbetted at the joints 
The partition between the mill-house and passage to be taken down, and the 
floor made good with mortar of the same kind as remainder of floor - 
The opening over door leading from kitchen to wash-house to be built with 
the materials in the old partition ; the size of the ope is 7 feet by 4 feet 
To raise on the partition between mill-house and shed ; to use the materials in 
the old partition as far as they will go ; the opening to be built up is of the 
size of 14 feet by 12 feet at one end, and 2 feet at the other ; to be finished 
and whitewashed the same as the rest of the partition - 
To divide the dining-hall by a partition to be placed under the spar-beam of 
roof nearest to the centre of the room ; the size of the partition is 27 feet by 
13 feet high; the partition to be made of 1-inch boarding, left rough for 
whitewashing ; the joints to be rabbetted 4 an inch; the boards to be made 
fast to studs of 4^ inches by 3 inches ; a door-way to be in the centre, of 
the size of 7 feet wide by 9 feet high ; to have ledged folding-doors made of 
14-inch stuff, with five ledges 9 inches wide ; the door-frame to be made 
of scantling 6 inches by 3 inches, with a head of the same ; on a level with 
the door-head, a tie of 4| inches by 3 inches, to be put between each stud, 

which 



3 17 - 
- 14 - 
-68 



-96 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



the GUARDIANS OF UNIONS relative to POORHOUSES (IRELAND). 

which are to be placed at 20 inches apart, and made fast into a ground-sill £. $ 
of 9 inches by 2 inches, champed at the edges ; the ground-sill to go across 
the house, and made fast with four iron bolts, let into stones ; angle pieces of 
2 £ inches square to go at each side of the partition where it abuts against 
the wall ; the whole, except the door and frame, to be whitewashed - - 9 1- 

The two doors leading from dining-hall to men and women’s yards to be 
enclosed by a 12-inch wall at one side and end ; the other side to be made 
good bv a frame and door; the size of the enclosure to be 4 feet square; 
the walls to rise 7 teet 6 inches high, and roofed with rafters of 3 inches by 
2 inches ; the wall-plates and ridges to run out, to take a large board of 1 J- 
inch oak, cut as those in the dormans of main building ; the whole to be 
covered with small-size Bangor slate, and to be ridged with 6-lb. lead 
flashing, inserted where the roof abuts against the wall ; the rafters' to be 

5 feet 4 inches U 

To convey lj-inch lead-pipe from the cistern in main building to the kitchen 
of infirmary, with a 1-inch bib-cock at the end - - - _ -13£ 

Making good the opes over six doors of idiots’ wards by iron bars formed 
thus : the upright bars to be l inch thick, and the cross- 
bars / I I *4 inches by | inch thick - - - - - 1 1£ 



To binding and setting a grate and boiler in kitchen of infirmary ; the grate 
to he 3 feet long, and to have a falling bar ; the boiler to hold 10 gallons, 
and to have a 1-inch cock ; the whole to be set in brick - 
A range for master’s kitchen - 

To setting range, and scaling wall for flue, and building chimney-stack, such 
as those in workhouse ; to be 10 feet high, and to have lead flashings 
inserted where the shotting meets it ; the whole to be done with brick 
To breaking ope in wall for door-frame going from kitchen to yard 
A door and frame from kitchen to yard 

Eight strip 5 feet long, 2 inch square, with six hooks in each for hanging 
clothes to ; in purifying house, a strip of 2-inch square to be made fast with 
wall-beads to each wall, to be the length of house - 



Architect’s Note, 23d December 1841. 

The cost of the above works appears reasonable, and they will all be of advantage to the 
establishment, but have not been included in the building contract, because they are works 
which were considered expensive, and could be done without. The range and works for 
master’s kitchen have not yet been put in any house. The accommodation for master and 
matron, l think, should be sufficient at Bandon as it is elsewhere. 

Geo. W. 

Resolution of Guardians, 12th January 1842. 

(No. 435 D. 42.) 

That the attention of the Commissioners be earnestly called to the state of the roof of 
the workhouse, which is in many places (particularly in the angles) so defective, that the 
water flows freely into the dormitories and wards, and also to the southern wall of the 
infirmary, which is so damp as to wet the pillows of the sick paupers placed against it. 

Architect’s Note on the foregoing, 15th January 1842. 

The weather prevents the operations which will be necessary to protect the work, and 
which will be attended to at the earliest period. The successive wet weather of the past 
year has penetrated the walls, and prevented the pointing and work being impervious to the 
driving rains. w _ 

Geo. W. 



Resolution of Guardians, 25th May 1S42. 

(No. 6623 D. 42.) 

That the Commissioners be informed that the pumps erected by the contractors are in a 
very defective state, and that they be requested to give instructions to have them inspected, 
•n order that the contractors, if liable, may be called upon to put up others. The locks of 
the house are also in a very bad state, and that the Commissioners’ attention be also called 
to this fact 

Note by the Architect. 

Wrote to clerk of works on pumps 17th June 1842. Geo. W. 

This has all been attended to under the directions of Mr. Stuart, who will leave every 
thing complete the end of the following week. 

24 July 1842. Geo. W. 
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Resold tion of Guardians, 1st June 1842. 

(No. 6917 D. 42.) 

That it appearing to the Board that the water-cocks of the entire establishment are in a 
very bad state, and that they must have been originally bad, the Commissioners’ attention 
be called to the fact, in order that the contractor may place others in the house. 

Note of Architect, 20th June 1842. 

Mr. Ryan has been instructed to examine the water-cocks when surveying the building 
for which purpose he is now in the south of Ireland. 

Geo. W. 

Resolution of Guardians, 14th December 1842. 

(No. 16856 D. 42.) 

That we postpone the signing the application for 650/. to pay for the extra work till we 
obtain explanation on several items which we think particularly objectionable. 

Lettek from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 19 th December 1842. 

The Commissioners refer the Guardians to the Architect’s report on the building 
accounts, from which it will be perceived, that the increased expenditure for the workhouse 
has been occasioned principally by the execution of several minor works, added with the 
view of increasing the convenience and security of the building, and by the outlay which 
has arisen from providing fixtures and fittings to a greater extent than was orio-inally con- 
templated or provided for. 

The charges for these purposes have been incurred in strict accordance with the terms of 
the contract for the building, and the provisions of the Irish Poor Relief Act, and a full 
detail of them will be found in the accounts which have been forwarded to the Guardians. 

The Commissioners request the Board of Guardians to point out the several items of 
expenditure to which they entertain objection, and the Commissioners will afford, or direct 
their architect to furnish the Board with full information and explanation on every point. 



Resolution of Guardians, 21st December 1842. 

(No. 17222 D. 42.) 

That the application to the Commissioners for the issue of Loans for Public Works and 
Fisheries for the sum of 650 /., balance due to the contractors, be signed, and forwarded to 
the Poor Law Commissioners. 



Resolution of Guardians, 8th March 1843. 

(No. 4987 D. 43.) 

That the subject of the weather-slating the southern aspect of the workhouse be 
referred to the house committee, and that they receive proposals for obviatin'! the defect 
complained of. 

Architect's Note, 3lst March 1843. 

Read. — The house is well built, and the dampness on the exposed aspect cannot be 
well removed without weather-slating, in which way nearly all the buildings of the country 
are protected. The lead-work, for which the contractors were recently paid, was done in 
accordance with a resolution of the Board of Guardians. 

Geo. W. 



BELFAST UNION. 



Letter from Clerk of* Guardians, 5 th February 1841. 

(No. 640 D. 41.) 

The Board of Guardians of this Union desire me to request the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners will direct Mr. Jackson, clerk of works, to furnish the Guardians with copies of the 
several objections he has made, and notices he has served on the contractor from time to 
time during the progress of the works, with a report as to how such objections have been 
(lisnnseri of. J 



Commissioners’ Reply, 8 th February 1841 . 

The Commissioners’ architect has given instructions to the clerk of works of Belfast 
Union to supply the Board of Guardians with copies of the several notices served by him on 
the contractor for erecting the workhouse. 



Letter 
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Letter from Clerk of Guardians to Mr. Gulson, Assistant Commissioner. 

(No. 836 D. 41.) 

Sir, Belfast, 11th February 3841. 

I forward you herewith a copy of the minutes of last meeting. I had a letter from 
Mr. Stanley, stating that Mr. Wilkinson would give Mr. Jackson the necessary directions to 
furnish the Board of Guardians with the documents required. It was stated at the meeting 
that Mr. Langan had remarked that several of the rafters were not of scantling equal to the 
specification. As far as I can learn, it appears that two sectional drawings have" been sent, at. 
different times, differently figured, by which means the mistake lias arisen. 1 think it 
would be very desirable that Mr. Wilkinson would write to the Board, stating his intention 
of examining the works before taken off the contractor's hands, mentioning when he 
thought that would take place, that the committee could meet him; and as°the Board 
appear to think that the work is not in accordance with the plans and specifications sub- 
mitted in Belfast, it might be well if Mr. Wilkinson would bring with him those signed bv 
the Messrs. Williams. ® J 

The Board are most decided about not putting Mr. and Mrs. O’Connor* into the house 
until completely finished, and taken from the contractor, or takino- possession in anv wav 
until that time. J J 



Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Belfast Union. 



* Master and 
Matron. 



E. Gulson, esq. 



I have, &c. 

James Machean. 



Minute of Guardians, 9th February 1841. 

(No. 836 D. 41.) 

The clerk reported having written to the Commissioners, requesting that they would 
direct the clerk of works to furnish the Guardians with a copy of the several notices he had 
served upon the contractor during the progress of the works, with a report as to how they 
have been disposed of ; and read a letter from Mr. Stanley in reply, stating that the Com- 
missioners’ architect would give the required directions to Mr. Jackson. 

The clerk of works not being in attendance, no statement of objections referred to in the 
minute of last meeting was furnished to the Board. 

The clerk read a letter from Mr. Gulson, urging the taking possession of rooms in the 
workhouse for Mr. and Mrs. Connor as soon as possible. 

Resolved, That this Board has strong reasons to believe that the work has not been 
executed agreeable to the specification submitted for tenders ; therefore the Guardians are of 
opinion, that no possession should be taken of any part of the building until they are 
satisfied that the contract has been properly fulfilled. 

Commissioners’ Reply to the foregoing Minute, 16th February 1841. 

In reference to the desire of the Guardians to be furnished with copies of the notices 
served by the clerk of the works upon the contractor relative to the workhouse, the Com- 
missioners desire to state, that their architect wrote on the 6th instant to the clerk of the 
works, directing him to communicate with the Guardians accordingly ; and the Commis- 
sioners addressed another letter to him by this day’s post, directing him to do so without 
delay. 

W ith regard to the state of the workhouse, and the opinion of the Guardians, that pos- 
session should not be taken of any part of the building until the contract has been properly 
fulfilled, the Commissioners desire to state, that neither the occupation of the apartments by 
the master and matron, nor the immediate occupation of the workhouse by the. Guardians 
to its fullest extent, would in any way affect the contractor’s liability under his bond with 
the Commissioners, and the fulfilment of his contract according to the specifications ; and 
the Commissioners will feel it their duty to see that the works are efficiently and satis- 
factorily executed, according to the contract and specifications previously to the payment of 
further instalments to the contractor. 

The Commissioners, therefore, trust that the Guardians will take measures for bringing 
the workhouse into operation for the relief of the poor with the least possible delay. 

The Commissioners desire to state, that Mr. Wilkinson is at present in the west of 
Ireland, and he will not be able to visit Belfast, and inspect the works, in less than three 
weeks. The Commissioners believe, however, that his assistant, Mr. Leeson, will be at 
Belfast this week, and they have instructed him to inspect the works, and report thereon for 
their information. 



Letter from Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners, received 2d July 1841. 

(No. 6015 D. 41.) 

Sir, Workhouse, Belfast Union. 

The Guardians of the Belfast Union wish the Commissioners to inform them what course 
they should pursue, if the committee of the Fever Hospital in Belfast should refuse to 
receive any pauper from the workhouse who should be attacked with fever. Hitherto the 
cases that have occurred in the workhouse have been sent to the fever hospital ; but the 
committee of that institution have started as a reason for refusing them admission, that 
their funds are supplied by voluntary contributions, aided by grand jury presentments, and 
that they should not be chargeable for patients from the workhouse, the Guardians of which 
6 1 6 . f 3 have 
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have the power to support them by compulsory rates, more especially as the grand jury 
give their grant for the support of inhabitants of the county of Antrim alone, and many of 
the paupers are from these parts of the Union in the county of Down, so that the grand 
jury might, if they please, refuse to give a grant for this purpose ; it occurs to the Guardians 
that the best way to remedy these difficulties, and the one they would prefer acting upon, i 8 
to pay for each patient sent to the Belfast Hospital, whether that patient should be a native 
of the county Antrim or of Down, and the Guardians request to know if the Poor Law 
Act gives them the power to make such payments for fever patients. 

By order of the Board of Guardians, 

To Arthur Moore, esq. Wm. Boyce , Clerk of the Union. 

Chief Clerk. 



Commissioners’ Reply. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 5th July 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have to acknowledge the receipt on the second instant of 
your letter (without date), requesting information for the Belfast Board of Guardians relative 
to fever patients in the workhouse, and stating that the Guardians are desirous all such 
fever patients should be sent to the Fever Hospital, and the expenses thereby incurred be 
defrayed out of the poor-rate. 

The Commissioners desire to state in reply, that any payment out of the poor-rate for 
expenses incurred otherwise than for the maintenance of destitute poor in the workhouse, 
would be illegal ; and as there are wards in the infirmary of the workhouse which may be' 
appropriated to persons falling ill of fever whilst in the workhouse, which wards the Com- 
missioners hope will be found sufficient for the reception of such patients, they can only 
recommend that the fever patients be thus treated by the medical officer appointed by the 
Board of Guardians. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Belfast Union. 



Letter from Clerk of Guardians to the Commissioners, 15 th January 1842. 

(No. 694 D. 42.) 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians, Belfast Union, to make application forthwith 
to the Commissioners, to request that they will order to be forwarded for the use of this 
Board the ground-plans of the workhouse, or copies of them. 



Letter from Clerk of Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 917 D. 42.) 

Sir, Workhouse, Belfast Union, 20th January 1842. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians, Belfast Union, to again make application 
forthwith to the Commissioners, to request that they will order to be forwarded, for the use 
of this Board, the ground and chamber plans of the workhouse, or copies of them, and to 
state, the cause which makes the Board anxious for immediate attention to this request is 
the utter insufficiency of the present nursery accommodation to preserve the lives and health 
of the infants, requiring immediate steps to be taken to remedy the defect, to which subject 
the attention of the Board has been more particularly called by the medical attendant in 
his report of the 18th January 1842; viz. 

“ Nursery. — This apartment appears to me au improper room for so many infants ; it is 
too small, and irregularly heated ; besides, I object to the arrangements of having it un- 
connected with the dormitory ; and further, by the following remark made in the 'visitors’ 
book respecting the nursery ; viz. 

“ ‘ The nursery is such, that unless immediate steps are taken to provide fit accommo- 
dation for the children, the most serious apprehensions for their lives are entertained.’ ” 

By order of the Board of Guardians, 

To Arthur Moore, esq. William Boyce, Clerk to the Union. 

Chief Clerk. 



Commissioners’ Reply. 

(No. 694 D. 42.) 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 24th January 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 15th and 
20th instant respectively, requesting that the plans of the workhouse of the Belfast Union 
may be forwarded for the use of the Board of Guardians ; and the Commissioners now 
transmit the plans under their seal, in accordance with the 36th section of the Irish Poor 
Relief Act. 

At the same time the Commissioners desire to point out, for the information of the Board 
of Guardians, that the Act has, by the 35th section, vested all workhouses exclusively in the 

Commissioners, 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



the GUARDIANS OF UNIONS relative to POOUHOUSES (IRELAND). 43 

Commissioners, who are by that and the 36th section solely and exclusively empowered 
to provide the workhouses, and to enlarge or alter the same, in such manner as they may 
deem most proper for carrying the provisions of the Act into execution, subject to the 
proviso in the 36th section, that after the workhouse has by the Commissioners been 
declared fit for the reception of destitute poor, they shall not direct the expenditure of more 
than 400 1. on the building without the consent of the Guardians, except for the completion 
of buildings already in part erected according to the original plans ; and the Act confers 
no power on the Guardians to make any alteration in the workhouse as shown on the plans 
made and sealed by the Commissioners, and deposited with the clerk of the Union. 

Under these enactments, the Commissioners, consider that it would be inconsistent with 
their duty and with the provisions of the law to permit any alterations to be made in the 
workhouse without their previous sanction in writing, or any departure from the arrange- 
ment of the building, or the regulations for the workhouse in regard to the classification of 
the inmates. 

The Commissioners are informed that the alleged inconvenience in regard to the nursery 
arises in a considerable degree from the reception of foundlings, of whom a large proportion 
of the infants is stated to consist ; and as the Irish Poor Relief Act makes no alteration 
whatever in the laws which have heretofore provided for the relief of this class of children, 
the Commissioners recommend that those provisions should be resorted to, and that, as a 
general rule, foundlings should not be received in the workhouse until after two or three 
years of age, when they can be admitted into the infant class in the school of the workhouse, 
and be properly provided for in the same manner as the children of any other class. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, Arthur Moore , Chief Clerk. 

Belfast Union. 



Letter from Clerk of Guardians. 

(No. 1091 D. 42.) 

Sir, Board-room, Belfast Union, 26th January 1842. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians, Belfast Union, to acknowledge the receipt of 
the Commissioners’ letter of the 24th instant (No. 694 D. 42.), accompanying the plans of 
the workhouse, and to state, that the Guardians are aware that the Act has vested all 
workhouses exclusively in the Commissioners, and who are solely empowered to provide, 
enlarge or alter same as they may deem fit for the carrying the provisions of the Act into 
execution, together with the proviso of the 36th section, &c., and to again mention, that 
the cause of their requiring the plans was the great want of nursery accommodation, and 
the total unfitness of the present room appropriated for that purpose, and in order that they 
might provide a more suitable place, and be better enabled to point out a site on which to 
build a nursery, such as this Union requires, to preserve the lives and health of this class, 
and that the Board have it not in intention to make any alterations or new erections without 
the approbation and regular sanction of the Poor Law Commissioners. 

By order of the Board of Guardians, 

William Boyce, Clerk to the Union. 



Letter from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners. 

(No. 1547 D. 42.) 

Sir, Board-room, Belfast Union, 4th February 1842. 

1 am directed by the Board of Guardians, Belfast Union, to forward to the Poor Law 
Commissioners the following copy of a minute and report of committee appointed to set 
apart a room for the industrial training of the pauper children, as passed at a meeting of 
tne Board on Tuesday, the 1st February instant; viz. 

“ That a copy of the report of the committee appointed to set apart a room for the 
industrial training of the children be sent to the Poor Law Commissioners, and requesting 
their consent to the step proposed to be taken ; or if this should be inconsistent with the 
arrangements of classification, if the Commissioners would authorize the Board to provide 
the necessary accommodation for these purposes by building or otherwise.” 

The committee appoiuted to set apart a room for the industrial training of the children, 
report, “ That the men’s dormitory in the attic is the most suitable place, and have appro- 
priated it for the industrial training of the boys, and on the second floor a small room on the 
female side for the industrial training of the female children.” 

Each of these rooms will require a stove ; the former to be divided. 

By order of the Board of Guardians, 

To Arthur Moore, esq. William Boyce, Clerk. 

Chief Clerk Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin. 
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Commissioners’ Reply. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 12th February 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt, on the 7th instant, of your letter 
dated February 4th, relative to the provision of a room for the industrial training of the 
children in the workhouse of the Belfast Union, and the Commissioners desire to state, that 
they consider the arrangements proposed in the report of the committee of Guardians to 
be open to some objection, aud such as will interfere with the rules and regulations of the 
Commissioners in regard to the classification of the inmates. 

They however are anxious to afford to the Board of Guardians every assistance and 
facility in promoting the object contemplated, viz. the industrial training of the pauper 
children, and with this view they have directed their assistant Commissioner, Mr. Gulson 
to confer with the Board of Guardians, in the hope of making some arrangements which 
will be satisfactory, without any infringement of the Commissioners’ rules in regard to the 
classification of the inmates. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, Arthur Mocrre, Chief Clerk. 

Belfast Union. 



Letter from the Clerk of the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 2548 D. 42.) 

Sir, Board-room, Belfast Union, 2d March 1842. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians, Belfast Union, herewith to transmit the plans 
and specification of the rooms to be built in connexion with this workhouse for the indus- 
trial training of pauper children for the sanction and approval of the Poor Law Com- 
missioners. 

By order of the Board, 

To Arthur Moore, esq. William Boyce, Clerk to the Union. 

Chief Clerk. 



Commissioners’ Reply. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 28th March 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration your letter of the 2d instant, 
together with the plans and specification of the rooms proposed to be built for the indus- 
trial training of the children in the workhouse of the Belfast Union, and a report from their 
architect thereupon, and the Commissioners desire to express their approval of the erection 
of the rooms, but at the same time they desire to state, with reference to the execution of 
the work, that 12-inch brick tiles or stone flags appear to be better suited for the flooring 
of the rooms than deal, as proposed; and that the walls figured 14 inches thick are con- 
sidered too thin for rubble-stone walling, as described in the specification ; it is also con- 
sidered that 14 feet would be a more convenient width for the rooms than 12 feet, and the 
Commissioners recommend that the plans and specifications (herewith returned) should be 
altered accordingly. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of By order of the Board, 

the Belfast Union. Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 



Letter from Clerk of the Guardians, 9th July 1 842. 

(No. 8382 D. 42.) 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians, Belfast Union, to request the Poor Law 
Commissioners will sanction the raising the wall in the boys’ school-yard, as it is ineffectual 
to prevent absconding. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 19th August 1842. 

The Commissioners will not object to the raising of the walls referred to, in accordance 
with the views of the Board of Guardians. 



Letter from Clerk of Guardians, 5th October 1842. 

(No. 12976 D. 42.) 

Sir, Workhouse, Belfast Union, Clerk’s Office, 5th October 1842- 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians of the Belfast Union to represent to the Com- 
missioners the insufficiency of the accommodation afforded by the infirm wards on the 
female side of the workhouse, in consequence of want of room ; a number of persons who 
should be in that department (at present nine) are placed in the idiot wards, the day-room 
of which is converted into a dormitory. 

By this arrangement, not only are the rules for the separation of the classes infringed, 
but those persons are subjected to great annoyance from the company, and gross language 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



the GUARDIANS OF UNIONS relative to POORIIOJJSES (IRELAND). 45 

from the individuals classed as idiots : no remedy appears without additional accommodation, 
which the Board of Guardians are not enabled to provide, and accordingly they beg to 
draw the Commissioners’ attention to the resulting inconvenience. 

By order of the Board, 

To Arthur Moore, esq. William Boyce, Clerk to the Guardians. 

Chief Clerk Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin. 



I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 



Commissioners’ Reply, 17th October 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have to acknowledge the receipt of your communication 
written by direction of the Belfast Board of Guardians, setting forth, that the accommo- 
dation afforded by the infirm wards on the female side of the workhouse is, in the opinion 
of the Guardians, insufficient. 

In reply thereto, the Commissioners have to state, that they are not prepared to make 
additions to the Belfast Workhouse, the size and arrangement of which, they have reason 
to believe, will be found ample for the wants of the Union, if no class of persons be 
admitted and retained therein except those for whom the workhouse was especially 
provided. 

The Commissioners are informed, that a very considerable number of able-bodied youno- 
women are from time to time admitted, and are at present retained, in the Belfast Work- 
house, for whom a penitentiary or an hospital would be a much more legitimate asylum ; 
and although the Commissioners give full credit to the Belfast Board of Guardians for the 
benevolent feelings and motives by which they are influenced in receiving this class of 
applicants, the Commissioners cannot too strongly urge upon them the necessity of adhering 
closely in the administration of the Poor Laws to the objects which the Legislature had in 
view by that enactment. 

The necessity for this course presses itself on the Commissioners, and must be the more 
apparent to the Guardians now that the accommodation intended for those classes which, 
by the 41st section of the Poor Relief Act, are entitled to a preference is encroached upon 
by those able-bodied, whose abandoned course of life constitutes their only claim for 
admission. 

The Commissioners are the more led to make these remarks by observing, from the 
weekly returns of inmates, the very large proportion of adult females permanently retained 
in the Belfast Workhouse, as compared with adult males, or with the proportion of females 
mother workhouses, the last return exhibiting 269 women to 103 men. 

ihe Commissioners have also to advert to the reception of persons from the lunatic 
asylum who are transferred thence to the workhouse as incurable: this admission of patients 
from the one institution to the other is at variance with the provisions of the Poor Relief 
Act, and inasmuch as the Guardians by your letter advert to the inconvenience found to 
result from this cause, the Commissioners hope it will not be repeated, the law for the relief 
of insane and lunatic patients being in no respect altered by the enactment for the relief of 
the destitute poor. 

As closely connected with the application for increased accommodation, and the expen- 
diture which would be occasioned by any measures in this regard, the Commissioners desire 
to refer to the state of the treasurers’ account, and to impress upon the Guardians the 
necessity of economy in every branch of the public expenditure committed to their charge ; 
and the Commissioners trust, that when the revising barrister’s court is closed, and the 
collectors thus set at liberty, the rates may be so collected as to pay off the debt now 
illegally owing, and that the Guardians will in future take the requisite steps for which they 
are invested by law with ample powers for keeping the collection of rate in advance of the 
current expenses. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 3552 D. 43.) 

Sir, Workhouse, Belfast Union, 23d February 1843. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians, Belfast Union, to state, that they beg to refer 
the Poor Law Commissioners to the letter from this Board, dated the 29th June 1841,* and 
letter from the Poor Law Commissioners, No. 6015 D., July 1841, on the subject of fever 
in the Belfast Workhouse, as also to the report of the medical officer for the week ending 
the 18th March 1843,+ as enclosed herewith, and to request that the Commissioners will 
please reiterate the recommendation they formerly gave for the enlarging the nurseries. 

By order of the Board, 

To Arthur Moore, esq. Wm. Boyce, Clerk to the Union. 

Chief Clerk Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin. 



* An error of date : 
see Clerk’s next 
letter, dated 3d 
March 1843. 

8th Feb. 1843. 



Enclosure in foregoing Letter 

Report of the Medical Officer for the week ending the 18th February 1843. 

Fever is increasing, and likely to increase more, so long as the nursery is kept in the 
over-crowded state that it has been for some time : it is in that place the fever continues 
to exist. _ ^ 

B. Coffey. 



616. 



Letter 
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I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Belfast Union. 



* 26th Jan. 1842 : 
tee above, No. tog 1, 
D. 42. 



Letter from the Clerk of the Union. 

(No. 4207 D. 43.) 

Sir, Workhouse, Belfast Union, 3d March 1843. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians, Belfast Union, to inform the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners, in reference to that part of the letter from this Board dated the 23d February I843 
respecting the enlarging the nurseries, that it should have been, “ and the Guardians beg (o 
reiterate their recommendation they formerly gave to the Poor Law Commissioners for 
enlarging the nurseries,” and beg respectfully to refer the Poor Law Commissioners to the 
letter on the subject dated 20th January 1842* from this Board. 



By order of the Board, 

To Arthur Moore, esq. Wm. Boyce, Clerk to the Belfast Union. 

Chief Clerk Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin. 

Note . — An arrangement has since been made for erecting additional buildings, by which 
the object of the Guardians will be attained : these buildings are now in course of 
erection. 



Letter from the Chairman of the Board of Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 4623 D. 43.) 

Sir, Belfast Union Workhouse, Thursday, 9 th March. 

I have to request that you will inform the Commissioners, that it has been found necessary 
to summon a special meeting of the Board of Guardians for next Saturday, from the alarm- 
ing increase of infectious disease in the workhouse. On visiting the workhouse this day, I 
find five new cases of fever ordered into the separate wards, for the extension of which there 
is no means. The female probationary ward is at this moment necessarily filled with the 
cases of measles, which threaten to spread among the infants : from the crowded state and con- 
sequent impure air of the nurseries, the fever is reported as likely to increase rapidly, and the 
other departments it is scarcely to be hoped should remain free. The Commissioners are aware 
of the application made to the committee of the Fever Hospital in Belfast to receive patients 
from the workhouse, which has not been granted : under these circumstances, no remedy 
may perhaps remain by the day of the special meeting but to hire some building outside, as a 
temporary part of the workhouse, and to employ paid nurses for the charge of those wards, 
and I should think it very desirable that the Commissioners’ authority or instructions 
should be received, if possible, for the direction of the special meeting on Saturday. 

I have, &c. 

Arthur Moore, esq. A. H. Holiday , Chairman of Belfast Union. 

Chief Clerk Poor Law Commission Office. 

Commission e ns’ Reply. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 10th March 1843. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 9th instant, reporting the increase of infectious disease in the workhouse of the Belfast 
Union, and I am to state that, under the pressing emergency of the case, the Commissioners 
will concur with the Board of Guardians under the provision of the 35th section of the Irish 
Poor Relief Act, in hiring some building for the temporary reception of the fever patients 
now in the workheuse, and I am to request that no delay may occur in making the neces- 
sary arrangement. 

The Guardians, will of course, take the necessary steps as regards nurses to attend upon 
the patients so removed, and place the building so hired under proper superintendence. 

1 have, &c. 

A. H. Haliday, esq. Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Chairman of the Board of Guardians, 

Belfast Workhouse. 



Communication from Clerk of the Union to the Assistant Commissioner. 

(No. 5406 D. 43.) 

Sir, Workhouse, Belfast Union, 15th March 1843. 

Annexed I beg to hand you a copy of a communication which I have received this evening 
from the committee of Fever Hospital, in order that you may be informed of what is doing 
m the matter regarding the fever cases being sent from the workhouse to that institution ; 
and permit me to state, that I have seen and had conversation with Mr. M'Conkey and 
Mr. M‘Fin, two of the committee appointed by the Board to hire a suitable place in con- 
nexion with the workhouse for these cases, and they both say that they cannot get any 
place whatever to rent, no one being willing to let their stores or houses to be employed as 
an hospital for fever. Mr. M'Conkey requested that I should acquaint you in the matter, 
as the committee are at a loss to know how to act, and especially so as the fever is still on 
the increase in the workhouse : three new cases, females, were sent to the Fever Hospital this 
morning. 

I have, &c. 

To E. Gulson, esq. Wm. Boyce, Clerk to the Union. 

&c. &c. kc. 



Enclosur* 
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Belfast Fever Hospital, Committee Room, 
loth March 1843. 

In reply to the communication received this day from the Board of Guardians of the 
Belfast Poor Law Union, the committee of the Fever'll ospital beg to state that, in conformity 
with a verbal agreement made with a committee of the Guardians, they have received from 
the workhouse about 30 patients, to be paid for by the Board, and that they will continue to 
receive such fever patients as may be sent with a promise of payment. 

But, acting under the instructions they have received from the grand jury of the county 
of Antrim, this point having been specially brought under their consideration at the last 
assizes, they must decline receiving any gratuitously. 

To the Board of Guardians, A. C. Macartney, Chairman. 

Belfast Union Workhouse. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir > 20 th March 1843. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them your letter of the 13th instant, 
addressed to Mr. Gulson, relative to the contemplated arrangement between the Board of 
Guardians of the Belfast Union and the committee of tlie Fever Hospital, and in reference 
thereto, I am directed by the Commissioners to state, that no payment can legally be made 
or allowed out of the poor-rate for the maintenance qf any patients in the Fever Hospital ; and 
that the 52d section of the Irish Poor Relief Act precludes the Board of Guardians from so 
appropriating the fund committed to their charge. 

I am, See. 

The Clerk to the Board of Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Belfast Union. 



Letter from the Commissioners to E. Gulson, esq., Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 

(No. 5406 D. 43.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

®* r > . 20th March 1843. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to forward to you the enclosed copy of a 
communication which they have by this night’s post addressed to the Board of Guardians 
of the Belfast Union, and I am to request that you will report to the Commissioners on the 
subjeet immediately after the meeting. 

I have, &c. 

E. Gulson, esq. Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 



Report from E. Gulson, esq., Assistant Poor Law Commissioner to the Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, 22d March 1843 

1 beg leave to state, that I attended the Belfast Board of Guardians yesterday, when the 
letter of the Poor Law Commissioners relative to the fever patients, was read. 

Before the receipt of the letter of the Commissioners, the whole of the fever patients had 
been sent, at three separate times, to the Fever Hospital : 34 the first day, 3 next time 
5 last time; 42 patients in all. 

These patients were received by the committee of the Fever Hospital on the understanding, 
or personal promise made by threeGuardians,that the cost of their maintenance should be paid 
out of one poor-rate : this payment, however, the Belfast Board of Guardians are now aware 
hey cannot legally make, and they will endeavour to arrange in some other way, by subscrip- 
tion or otherwise, to meet the emergency. 

The medical officer attended the Board, and stated, that no new case had occurred for 
wo days ; and as all the patients are now in the Fever Hospital (none remaining in the 
Hospital), it is hoped the disease will not again make its appearance : nothing could be more 
cordial or satisfactory than the proceedings and discussion at the Board of Guardians on the 
subject ; but the committee appointed to hire a building have been unable to procure one 
for less than 400 /. for three months, so great is the objection of parties to let for such a 
purpose. These terms the committee rejected, and, under present circumstances, the medical 
officer thinks the accommodation will not now be required. 

I am, Sec. 

The Poor Law Commissioners. Edward Gulson. 
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Resolutions of Guardians, 31st January 1842. 

(No. 1228 D. 42.) 

That the Board have heard with regret and surprise of the defective execution of the 
roof of the workhouse, manifested by the free admission of rain in various parts of it, and 
beg to refer the subject to the consideration of the Commissioners, in order that so serious 
an evil may be speedily remedied without subjecting the Union to any additional expense. 

That, in connexion with the foregoing resolution, as implying errors in the general 
construction of the house, this Board have to state, for the information of the Commissioners 
that great inconvenience is experienced from the chimneys smoking, and beg the contractor 
may be called on to adopt such expedients as are within his province to rectify the incon- 
venience. 

That this Board, on inspecting the general arrangements of the kitchen, especially the 
boilers, find they are inconveniently contrived, and unsuited to their object ; and are also of 
opinion, that the water-pipes should be extended, so as to convey water into the infirmary. 

Referred to the architect, 1st February 1842. 

Architect’s Note on the foregoing, 3d February 1842. 

The matters above complained of will be immediately examined, and any defects existing 
in the workmanship will be rectified. The infirmary can be supplied with water by means 
of a butt placed under the down-pipe in each yard of infirmary; and a cock put into 
the butt will give a cheaper supply than pipes. 

Geo. W. 

Minute of Guardians, 17th June 1842. 

(No. 7527 D. 42.) 

A report having been made to the Board by the visiting committee, that further ventilation 
is required during this hot weather in all the sleeping wards of the workhouse, and also in 
the hospital, 

Resolved, That the Commissioners be requested to direct the architect immediately to 
affix pullies and cords to all the windows, there being at present not more than half the 
windows furnished with them. 



Resolution of Guardians, 24th June 1842. 

(No. 7804 D. 42.) 

That the very defective state of the furnace-doors and earthen floors is such as to call 
for the immediate attention of this Board. We therefore direct our clerk to write to the 
Commissioners, to beg to know if the contractor is bound to make the necessary repairs. 

Architect’s Note on the foregoing, 30th June 1842. 

If the furnace-doors are defective from improper construction, the contractor is liable to 
repair ; and if the Guardians will have them repaired, and send the account to the Com- 
missioners, the amount will be retained from contractor’s account, and the same with regard 
to the mortar-floors. 6 

Geo. W. 

Contractor communicated with accordingly by the architect. 



48 CORRESPONDENCE between the POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS and 



BOYLE UNION. 



Minute of Guardians, 14th January 1842. 

(No. 592 D. 42.) 

The visiting committee have reported to the Board, that the rain is coming in at various 
parts of the roof of the main building. 

Architect’s Note on the foregoing. 

Attended to. 

Geo. W. 



Resolution of Guardians, 1 7th March 1843. 

(No. 5402 D. 43.) 

That the Commissioners be requested to direct the contractor of this workhouse to look 
to the very imperfect state of the pumps. A sum of was expended last 

year, drawing water to the kitchen, owing to a deficiency in the well ; and although the 
contractor undertook to sink deeper, still he did not penetrate to a sufficient depth . 0 The 
piers supporting the gates on the northern front are in a very shameful state, and reflect 
great discredit on the builder. 

Architect’s Note on the foregoing, 30th March 1843. 

The master of the workhouse, on being applied to recently, stated, that since the well 
was sunk to a greater depth, there has been a good and constant supply of water, and there 

is 
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is at this time an abundant supply ; on the 1 4th instant the pump was in working order ; 
the wash-house pump was not in order, and requires attention. 

I have written to the contractor respecting the gate-piers in a side boundary wall, which 
may have been driven against by cars. I am not aware of any original defect in them; they 
may have been injured by neglect of the gates in high winds. 

With respect to the pump, I think the Guardians ought to keep it in order, for it will 
necessarily require occasional attention, or it will not keep in constant order. 

Geo. W. 

Since making these observations, I have seen the contractor, who informs me, that the 
gate-piers were run against by a cart supplying provisions to the house, and that he has 
repaired them at the expense of the person injuring them. 

13 April 1843. Geo. W. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 27th April 1843. 

With reference to the resolution relative to the well at the workhouse, I am directed to 
state, that Mr. Jackman, the contractor for erecting the workhouse, has undertaken to satisfy 
the Guardians on that subject. 



CALLAN UNION. 



Resolution of Guardians, 27th April 1842. 

(No. 5189 D. 42.) 

That the clerk be directed to write to Mr. Jones, the contractor, in the strongest terms, 
and request he would come forthwith and repair the pump, which is now out of order, and 
quite useless. 

Note by Architect. 

Wrote to contractor. 

6 May 1842. Geo. W. 

Resolution of Guardians, 4th May 1842. 

(No. 5543 D. 42.) 

That from the report of the visiting committee, respecting the very bad state of the ground- 
floors of the workhouse, which, in their opinion, had been imperfectly made in the beginning, 
the clerk be directed to write to the Poor Law Commissioners, and inform them of same, 
with a request that the contractor, Mr. J ones, be directed to put them in proper order 
forthwith. 

Architect’s Note. 

Wrote to Mr. Jones, 7th May, requesting his immediate attention hereto. 

Geo. W. 

Letter from Clerk of Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 5883 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Callan, 11th May 1842. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians of this Union to inform you, that the workhouse 
pump has been disordered for some time back, but latterly completely deranged in its 
machinery, so that great inconvenience and suffering are now felt in the workhouse for the 
want of water. Mr. Jones, the contractor, had been applied to, who sent a man to repair it ; 
he did so, seemingly, but the pump was scarcely half an hour at work when it failed to give 
water, and of course became as bad as before. 

The Board of Guardians desire that I would request that the Poor Law Commissioners 
would direct the contractor, Mr. Jones, to attend and put it in proper and permanent order 
forthwith. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Richard Colleton, Clerk of the Union. 

Dublin. 

Referred to the architect, 13ih May 1842. 



Letter from Clerk of Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 6131 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Callan, 19th May 1842. 

In pursuance of a resolution of the Board of Guardians, passed at their meeting the 
18th instant, I transmit you the following copy of a letter handed to the Board by Lorenzo 
N . Izod, esquire, one of the Guardians : 

“ The Board of Guardians of the Callan Union having made several applications to the 
Poor Law Commissioners to call on Mr. Jones, the architect,* to put the pump of the 
bio. G 3 poorhouse 



iage digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



50 CORRESPONDENCE between the POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS and 



Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Callan Union. 



poorhouse into an efficient state, without receiving any reply from them, beg now to 
call their attention again to this- subject, and to request directions how they are to proceed 
as up to this time the pump has been utterly useless, and there is no supply of water, except 
what is drawn on a car to the poorhouse, at a heavy expense, and great inconvenience. 

“ Signed by order, 

“ Richard Colleton, Clerk of the Union.” 

“ To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin.” 



Commissioners’ Reply, 21st May 1842. 

The Commissioners having already called upon the contractor to repair the pump 
thoroughly and effectually, they now recommend the Guardians, if he has failed to do so 
to employ a person to do what is necessary ; and the Commissioners will be prepared to 
deduct from the amount otherwise due to the contractor such sum as he may properly be 
chargeable with in respect of the cost of remedying the defects. 



Resolution of Guardians, 25th May 1842. 

(No. 6519 D. 42.) 

That the clerk be directed to write to William Jones, esquire, the contractor, enclosing a 
copy of the Poor Law Commissioners’ letter (No. 6131, dated 31st May 1842), relative to 
the course to be adopted by the Board of Guardians as regards the permanent and effectual 
repairs of the workhouse pump; and request he would attend and put said pump in good 
and proper order forthwith, otherwise the Board will employ a person to do so, as directed 
by the Poor Law Commissioners, without further notice. 



Letter from Clerk of Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 10585 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Office of Guardians, Callan, 25th August 1842. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians to request the opinion of the Poor Law Com- 
missioners whether the expenses incurred in drawing water to the workhouse during the 
period the pump was out of order should be defrayed by the contractor, Mr. Jones. ° 

The Board have already paid the sum of 4 1 . 19s. to Michael Townsend, and he having 
made a demand for a further sum of 1 1 . 18s., the Board having given the question every 
consideration, are of opinion the contractor is liable to said expenses, for the reasons already 
stated ; however, the Board refers the case to the Poor Law Commissioners, and respectfully 
await their opinion on the subject. 

I have, &c. 

Richard Colleton , Clerk of the Union. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 1st September 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 25th ultimo, 
requesting their opinion whether the expenses incurred in drawing water to the workhouse 
during the period the pump was out of order should be defrayed by the contractor ; and the 
Commissioners desire to state, that, having consulted their architect thereon, they are of 
opinion, that the contractor is liable to seme charge on that account, and care will be taken 
that a reduction is made in respect thereof at the time of closing his account. 



Letter from Clerk of Guardians to Commissioners. 

(No. 11312 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Callan, 8th September 1842. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians to inform you, that the workhouse bell is 
defective, and utterly useless as regards the object for which it was intended. It was the 
opinion of Mr. Ryan, the inspector of works, who examined it, that it was not adapted for 
the workhouse, besides being bad in itself. The Board desires me further to state, that the 
earthen floors of the workhouse are all in a bad state, and have been so from the beginning 
and that they require immediate repair. ° ° 

The Board respectfully requests the opinion of the Poor Law Commissioners whether the 
contractor is bound to provide a fit and proper bell for the workhouse, instead of the present 
one, and whether he is liable to the expense of repairing the earthen floors of same. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Richard Colleton, Clerk of the Union. 

Dublin. 



Commissioners' Reply, 13th September 1842. 

Your communication has been referred to the architect, who is at present absent from 
Dublin. Meantime the Commissioners request that vou will state in what respects the bell 
is dafective. 



Letter 
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Letter from Clerk of Guardians to Commissioners. 

(No. 11652 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Office of Guardians, Callan, 15th September 1842. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 13th instant, “ request- 
ing in what respect the workhouse bell is defective.” In reply, I beg leave to state that the 
bell is considered a bad one in itself, and that latterly a crack has been discovered in it by 
the master. The master states that it cannot be heard by the inmates in the far parts of 
the workhouse, and is often obliged to send persons to call then.. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Richard Colleton, Clerk of the Union. 

Dublin. 



I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Callan Union. 



Resolution of Guardians, 21st September 1842. 

(No. 12023 D. 42.) 

That the contractor for the building of this house having attended this day, and com- 
plained that the balance due to him has been withheld, it is the wish of this Board that he 
should be paid as soon as convenient ; but they have to request, before the entire sum be paid, 
a proper bell be furnished, and the pump put in proper order, also that the funnels of the 
stoves be secured in the flues of the chimneys, and the entrance gates properly hung. It 
has been announced to us, that the expense incurred by reason of the deficiency of water has 
been charged against Mr. Jones in his account. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians on the two foregoing Papers 
5th October 1842. 

With reference to the resolution relative to the bell and other works at the workhouse 
the Commissioners desire to state, that the attention of the contractor has been directed’ 
thereto, and he has been informed, that the balance of his account will be withheld until all 
the works which it is necessary for him to remedy are attended to. 



Resolution of Guardians, 23d November 1842. 

(No. 15591 D. 42.) 

That Mr. William Jones, the contractor, having attended the Board this day, and being 
informed that the pump is still defective, he suggested that a competent person be required 
by the Guardians to examine and report the state thereof: referred to next Board for con- 
sideration. 



Resolution of Guardians, 30th November 1842. 

(No. 15949 D. 42.) 

That the pump continues still defective, notwithstanding all the repairs by the contractor, 
and expense of repairs of 8 l. to the Union. The guardians are of opinion the pump is 
radically bad, and can only be remedied by providing a new one ; and the Guardians 
respectfully submit, that the Commissioners will please to insist on the matter being so 
remedied. " 

Commissioners’ Reply, 6th December 1842. 

A person has been directed by the architect to inspect and report on the state of the 
pump at the workhouse. 



Letter from Clerk of Guardians to the Commissioners 

(No. 325 D. 43.) 

Gentlemen, Callan, 5th January 1843. 

i herewith forward a statement of expenses incurred by the Board of Guardians of the 
UaHan Union in drawing water to the workhouse while the pump was out of repair. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Richard Colleton, Clerk of the Union. 

Dublin. 

Note. The amount of the account, 9/., deducted from the contractor’s account and 
repaid to the Guardians by the Commissioners, 17 January 1843. 



Resolution of Guardians, 8th February 1843. 

(No. 2548 D. 43.) J 

wJu at the / le £ be J d ’ reCted t0 write to Heni 7 Graham, esq., of Waterford, and request he 
would send a fit and proper person to examine and report on the state of the workhouse 
pump, which is now defective, and put same in proper working order. 



1 
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Callan Union, 



Carlow Union. 



Resolution of Guardians, 15th February 1843. 

(No. 3177 D. 43.) 

That the clerk be directed to write to Mr. Benjamin Graham, of Waterford, and request 
he would as soon as possible supply the workhouse with an effective pump, instead of the 
present one (easily worked) ; and request also that he would use in the construction of the 
new pump any part or portion of the machinery of the pump now sent him found or con- 
sidered available : the pump to be supplied with as little delay as possible. 



Resolution of Guardians, 22d February 1843. 

(No. 3505 D. 43.) 

That the stoves throughout the workhouse being productive of bad air in the apart- 
ments, and also causing considerable extra expense in the consumption of coals, they be 
removed, and grates in common fire-places substituted in their stead. 

Referred to the architect, 27th February 1843. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 13th March 1843. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to state, that the plan of furnishing the 
several workhouses with stoves was adopted after much consideration ; but the Commis- 
sioners do not object to the change proposed, if the Guardians consider it to be desirable. 

I am at the same time to recommend the Guardians to try the experiment of the change 
in one or two rooms in the first instance. 

I am, &c. 

Arthur Moore , Chief Clerk. 



CARLOW UNION. 



Minute of Guardians, 5th November 1840. 

(No. 6418 D. 40.) 

It was resolved, That it be suggested to the Poor Law Commissioners, that in the building 
of the poorhouse for the Carlow Union, every advantage should be taken of the beautiful and 
durable materials for building with which this country abounds, and that the principal 
elevation of it should be in accordance with the other public buildings in the town of Carlow. 
Referred to architect, 14lh November 1840. 



Resolution of Guardians, 31st January 1842. 

(No. 1229 D. 42.) 

That it is unjust to the cess-payers in the Union to charge them with 2l. 2s. per week 
salary for the clerk of works, as it has been ascertained that the works at the poorhouse 
have been for some time nearly, if not entirely, suspended. 

That a copy of the above resolution be forwarded to the Poor Law Commissioners. 



Commissioners’ Reply, 4th February 1842. 

The Commissioners desire to state, that the removal of a clerk of works during their tem- 
porary cessation is generally attended with great disadvantage to the works ; and that if the 
contractor fail to complete the workhouse within the time specified in his contract, the 
additional expense thereby entailed on account of the employment of the clerk of works will 
be chargeable on him. 

The Commissioners desire further to state, that the building operations have been retarded 
by the late unfavourable weather, and that under other circumstances the contractor would 
have been compelled to proceed more rapidly with the works : but the Commissioners con- 
sider that the interests of the Union will not ultimately be prejudiced by the delay which has 
occurred. 



Minute of Guardians, 18 th July 1842. 

(No. 8800 D. 42.) 

It being now stated to the Board, that a portion of the front buildings of the workhouse 
are in course of erection in rubble stone, instead of cut stone, as was generally understood to 
have been arranged at the time of the commencement of the work, 

Resolved, That the following gentlemen be appointed a committee, to inspect the build- 
ing in its present state, and to communicate with the Commissioners on the subject. — Com- 
mittee : William Duckett, Hepry Faulkner, Samuel Haughton, William Fishbourne, jun., 
and Henry Cary, esqrs. 

The committee having inspected the building, have directed their clerk to communicate 
to Mr. Muggeridge, the Assistant Commissioner, their disappointment at finding the p r0 ‘ 

bationary 
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bationary houses built of rubble stone in front of and interrupting the view of the cut Rfn n fl ,, A 
front of the main building from the road. P S 6 CUt Stone ' V orkfiouses 

TTiey beg to know whether the probationary houses built of such materials is in accordance 
Se 5A slo ard,a “ 10 thC P °° r w bearing date CM™ Union. 

Architect’s Remark thereon, 16th August 1842 
Inhumed Mr. M»g^ridge on the 1 Oth of August, that the teork was according to contract 
but nothing would be further done to the probationary wards for some time. S ’ 

Geo. W. 



CARRICK-ON-SHANNON UNION. 

Minute of Guardians, 15th July 1842. 

Building Committee’s Report. — (Extract) 

(No. 8692 D. 42.) V '■ 

“ We have examined the workhouse on this day, and are of opinion, that if a better supply 
of water could be obtained in the well, which we are informed by the contractor is daily 
expected, and that the clothing, blankets, &c, were received from the contractors, that tli* 
paupers might be admitted on the 21st instant.” 

Resolved, That the foregoing reports from the different committees be received and acted 
upon and that, m accordance therewith the several officers, viz. master, matron and porter, 
do forthwith take up their residence in the workhouse, and enter upon the duties of their 
offices respectively, and that paupers be admitted on the next Board-day, the 21st instant. 

Resolution of Guardians, 28th Julv 1842 
(No. 9801 D. 42.) y 

1 hat, from the want of water for the use of the workhouse at present, a person be employed 
to supply the same at the rate of one shilling and eight-pence per diem, for every day he may 
be so employed under the directions of the workhouse master. 3 

Architect’s Remarks thereon, 8th August 1842. 

Communicated with clerk of works and contractors up to the 30th July : the well is 
reported at 83 feet deep, and sinking deeper. 

Geo. W. 

Minute of Guardians, 24th September 1842. 

(No. 12178 D. 42.) 

The visiting committee made their report, which was read and received, and the workhouse 
contractor called up, and admonished for the great delay in completing his contract with the 
uuardians. 

Architect’s Remark thereon. 

The death of one of the partners has, I expect, been the means of diminishing the con- 
tractor s means to carry on the works more vigorously: every exertion, short ofemployine: 
workmen, has been made by me for expediting the works. b 

_____ Geo - W - 

., T _ Letter from Clerk of Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 12665 D. 42.) 

T * J I M T) , n Carrick-on-Shannon, 3d October 1842. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians of the Carrick-on-Shannon Union to submit to 
the consideration of the Commissioners the subject of a difference of opinion existing between 
l!rlT£ | a " d A C ft? ofworks as to the proper levelling of the several yards, particu- 
r. fema e ya . rc ’. of thls Union Workhouse, and have the honour, by the direction of the 

oard, to request the interposition of the Commissioners, so as to ensure a speedy completion 

of this work before the wet season sets in. J ■ Y 



I have, &c. 

° Chief Clerk 6 ’ Rutherford, Clerk of the Union. 

A ssistant architect instructed to arrange for the levelling of the yards (as provided by con. 
tract) on his inspection oi tins workhouse, which is in his present route. 3 

6 October ] 8 42. 



Carrick-on-Shai 
non Union. 



(N n , x Minutes of Guardians, 19th November 1842. 

U’O. 15410 0.42.) 

Board-room, the 

also fror£^y-lpXd?^ n PCnetrateS the walls in sev eral parts of the building, and 

616 . ’ r, 

Resolved, 



i 
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I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Cariick-on-Shan- 
non Union. 



Resolved, That we beg to call the attention of the Commissioners to this subject. 

Resolved, That we are much surprised to find, on our inspection of the house this day, 
that Mr. Dunn, the contractor, has withdrawn his workmen from the sinking of the well ; 
and that the heavy expense which has heretofore been incurred must necessarily be con- 
tinued until a proper supply of water be procured. 

Resolved, That we beg to call the special attention of the Commissioners to this 
fact also. 

Architect’s Note thereon, 2d December 1842. 



M r. Ryan has been directed to inspect these matters, and he is now in that neighbourhood. 

Geo. W. 




Minutes of Guardians, 26th November 1842. 

(No. 15815 D. 42.) 

The medical officer’s report read to the Board. 

Resolved, That the report of Dr. Minis be placed on the minutes for the information 
of the Commissioners. 

Report. 

“ Hospital free of any infectious disease. The aged persons under treatment are, generally 
speaking, worse, especially Bridget Scott, Margaret Green, and Martin M'Grail ; the latter 
appears to be approaching his end. Coughs still prevalent.; and if means be not used to 
render the wards warmer and drier, the consequences may be very unpleasant : as an 
instance of their damp state, I would point out the wall and ceiling over Margaret Green’s 
bed (an old and helpless female) being so damp, that I have seen her bed-clothes saturated 
with water. During the last month the number in hospital have generally averaged the 
one-fifth of the entire number in the house.” 

Architect’s Notes on the foregoing. 

Mr. Ryan has been instructed to examine and report on the circumstance. 

6 December 1842. Geo. W. 

The damp herein alluded to proceeded from the down-pipe (at that part of the house) 
being completely choked up : this pipe, and several others on the same range of building, 
were cleared out before I left the works. 

I caused ladders to be erected, and poured water into the hopper-heads, which flowed over. 

20 February 1843. John F. Ryan. 

Mr. Rvan has inspected the wall which is stated to be damp, and it appears, from his 
report, that it has arisen from the stoppage of the iron-spout heads leading from the roof, which 
had never been cleaned out ; the attention of the master was called to this, and water was 
carried up a ladder, and poured into the spouting, in order to show the stoppage: these spout- 
heads have been carefully provided with gratings to keep out leaves, and they should receive 
occasional attention from the master, instead of being entirely neglected. 

20 February 1843. Geo. W. 



CARRICK-ON-SUIR UNION. 



Cariick-on-Suir Minute of Guardians, 28th May 1842. 

Union. (No. 6787 D. 40.) 

That we consider it the safe course not to receive possession of or interfere as Guardians 
in the care of or management of the workhouse of this Union until it be put in a proper state 
by the contractor ; as upon inspection by our Board this day, it appears that channels are 
wanted for the conveyance of water from the boilers in kitchen and laundry ; that the 
chimneys require staunching, as they and other parts of the building leak at present ; the 
hospital requires ventilation ; that the outer gates are made of bad and unseasoned timber; 
the slating on the gable ends appears not sufficiently secured ; that a surrounding wall and 
gates are wanted ; and other deficiencies easily ascertained by any competent inspector that 
may be sent down by the Commissioners ; and that we accordingly decline to receive pos- 
session until such deficiencies be made good. 

Commissioners’ Reply to the above Resolution, 2d June 1842. 

The Commissioners desire to inform the Guardians, that the liability of the contractor to 
complete or remedy such works as may be left unfinished or defective will not in any way 
be affected by the occupation of the workhouse by the Guardians ; and they should therefore 
take the necessary steps for administering relief therein forthwith. 

The Commissioners have called the immediate attention of the architect to the works 
referred to. 

Note by Architect, 6th June 1842. 

Received a copy of this in a communication from the clerk of the works ; Mr. Ryan is 
at this time at Carrick-on-Suir, I expect ; I have communicated further with him hereon. 

Geo. W. 

Minute 
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Minute of Guardians, 11th June 1842. 

(No. 7312 D. 42.) 

That the letter of the Commissioners being sufficient to satisfy us that the contractor can be 
compelled to finish the different matters in our former resolution of the 28th May we are of 
opinion that the house should, and that it be accordingly, taken up ; and that we immediately 
prepare it for the reception of paupers, and that each of the persons with whom contracts 
have been entered into be pressed to complete their contracts : — Agreed to. 



r. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Carrick-on-Suir 

Union. 



Minute of Guardians, 18th June 1842. 

(No. 7561 D. 42.) 

That the inspector or architect of the Commissioners having produced to us a map of an 
intended ditch to be made between the poorhouse ground and Mr Herbert’, we think that 
such diteb is not sufficient protection, considering that we are so near a populous town : and 
we further think, that nothing less than a wall of ten feet over-ground would be either useful 
or permanent, and that our clerk be requested to communicate to the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners our wishes on this subject Carried. 

^ 6 ^ erreC ^ *° arc hitect, August 1842. — [See subsequent paper, (No. 10168 

1 ). 42.)J 



Letter from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 9450 D. 42.) 

r ^ ir ’ . . , , , Carrick-on-Suir, 1st August 1842. 

x- * 1 “ stl ^ ctei J ^ ca H the attention of the Poor Law Commissioners again to a resolu- 
tion of this Board, dated 28th May, relative to the unfinished state of the workhouse here 
and to their answer thereto, and to state, that the matters then complained of still remain 
unremedied ; and I am to request information as to how and when they will be rectified • I am 
also to call the attention of the Commissioners to a large and dangerous hole which has been 

left by the contractors m the yard at the female side of the house. * * * 



A. Moore, esq. 

Chief Clerk to Poor Law Commission. 



I remain, See. 

Charles Dooly, Clerk of the Union. 



Note by Architect, 4th August 1842. 

iaft f ° u tlle roofs a PP ear t0 require cement plastering, in order to make them 
fully has been directed to go there to employ workmen to perform the 
complete that work, which is unsatisfactory, and which the contractors 

Geo . W. 

Commissioners’ Reply to foregoing Letter, 5th August 1842. 

The architect has given the necessary directions for remedying the defects complained of. 



The chimney sh 
secure, and Mr. 
work required to 
are liable to. 



Minute of Guardians, 6th August 1842. 

(No. 9816 D. 42.) fa 

The clerk read the report of the Committee appointed to examine into Miss Herbert’s 
claims for compensation for alleged trespass on her fields, and her estimate for repairs of 
sewer passing from the workhouse through her ground to the river, as follows:— 

‘ We, the committee appointed to examine the sewer in the field of Miss Herbert, opposite 
the workhouse, are of opinion, that it is in a very dangerous condition, in several places 
broken down, with large holes in it— dangerous to Miss Herbert’s servants and cattle: and 
11 “ ot immediately settled, will be attended not only with danger to such servants and 
cattle, but lnj ury to the poorhouse. 

“ W ® further think, that whoever originally contracted for the making of the sewer imposed 
on the Commissioners ; for a new and a proper sewer must be made, as if the present one 
were never done. r 

And we think, to have a good sewer properly made, it should be sunk much lower than 
the present one, and made with slate-quarry flags at top and bottom ; to do which properly, 
we think that about 35 1 . would pay a contractor for all labour and materials. 

® ut 'f tfre present old sewer should be repaired, it should, in like manner, be covered 
with slate-quarry flags, and ought to be done for about 15/.; at the same time we think 
that it never can be made a good or permanent job of.” 

Note. Referred to architect, who, in adjusting the account of the contractor, has certified 
the amount due to him, subject to the cost of remedying this and some other defective works. 



... Resolution of Guardians, 13th August 1842. 

(No. 10168 D. 42.) 

ten< ^ ers k e received by the Board to build a wall 12 feet over the ground, round 
e premises of the establishment, with good foundation, with an entrance-gate, and other 
gate, according to plans to be seen with the clerk. 

H 2 Commissioners’ 
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Cashel Union. 



56 CORRESPONDENCE between the POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS and 
Commissioners’ Reply, 26th August 1842. 

With reference to the resolution, " that tenders be received by the Board to build a 
wall 12 feet over the ground, round the premises of the establishment,” the Commissioners 
desire to state, that, having consulted their architect thereon, they are of opinion 
that a wall of 1 2 feet would be found unnecessarily high, and would entail considerable 
expense ;fa wall seven or eight feet high would, the Commissioners consider, be found amply 
sufficient. 

The Commissioners desire to suggest, that the Guardians should contract for the erection 
of a wall eight feet high, with a provision that it may be carried as much higher as may be 
desired, at the same rate per perch; under such contract, the wall can hereafter, if necessary, 
be carried to a greater height than eight feet ; but the Commissioners are of opinion, that 
when the wall is built to that height, the Guardians will think it sufficient, without incurring 
any additional expense. 



Letter from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 10707 D. 42.) 

Sir, Carrick-on-Suir, 29th August 1842. 

I have been directed by the Board of Guardians to write to the Poor Law Commissioners, 
and request to be informed by them at whose expense are the repairs and alterations now 
being executed in this workhouse ; whether they are to be borne by the contractor, or are 
to be paid out of the rates of this Union. 

Begging the favour of an early communication in reply, 

I have, &c. 

A. Moore, esq. Charles Dooly, Clerk of the Union. 

Chief Clerk Poor Law Commission. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 2d September 1842. 

The expense of remedying such defects as the contractor is liable for, will be retained 
from his account when it is finally closed. 



CASHEL UNION. 



Minute of Guardians, 8th April 1842. 

(No. 4538 D. 42.) 

Ordered, That the clerk be directed to write to the Assistant Commissioner for informa- 
tion relative to the liability of Mr. Tinsley to supply the Union Workhouse with water. 

Assistant Commissioner’s Remark on the foregoing, 15th April 1842. 

I have addressed a letter to Mr. Wilkinson relative to the supply of water. 

E. Senior. 



Mintjte of Guardians, 22d April 1842. 

(No. 5008 D. 42.) 

Ordered, That the clerk be directed to send a copy of the visiting committee’s report, 
with the report of the medical officer, relative to the necessity of building a fever hospital. 

Extract from Visiting Committee’s Report, 19th April 1842. 

“ It. appears to the committee, that the accommodation for infectious cases in the infirmary 
is quite inadequate to meet the accommodation for the sick which might be in the bouse, 
and that Doctor Hefl'ernan be requested to report on same subject by next Board-day.” 

Medical Officer’s Report, 22d April 1842. 

“ At the desire of the visiting committee, I beg to state, for the information of the Board, 
that the hospital is capable of accommodating 40 patients only ; that there have been in it 
at one period 59 patients, fever cases and others ; that the house will constantly supply of 
inflammatory and chronic cases a sufficient number to occupy the hospital; and that for 
fever and other infectious diseases it would be highly necessary to have accommodation in 
some remote part, and totally unconnected with the rest of the house ; this will be particu- 
larly obvious on the occurrence of any epidemic. A house for this object could be con- 
veniently built on the south wall of the hospital yard. 

“ Patrick Seffernan.” 

Extract from Commissioners’ Letter to the Board of Guardians relative to the 
foregoing, 12th May 1842. 

As there is considerable spare room in the workhouse, the medical officer should be 
directed to transfer to the dormitories such chronic hospital patients as maybe safely treated 
in the former, a practice adopted with convenience in other workhouses, and by this mean 

it 
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it is likely that one ward on each side of the hospital may be reserved for cases of an 
infectious nature, should they occur. 

The Commissioners are of opinion, that it is premature to consider the question of erecting 
additional wards until the present accommodation shall have been proved to be insufficient 

M Minute of Board of Guardians, 22d July 1842. 

(No. 9240 D. 42.) J 

nriZ™ rm P 'rf rS B ? ard ,hat E rcat disorder occurs, and that the master cannot 

J d ' s ?‘P 1 . me - or be accountable for the property of the Union, whilst the paupers 
thH Z J’H "S tbro ”8 h a thoroughfare, owing to the want of wMer 

defect ’thZrT* f ta0 Co “ miS5lo| iers be requested to take such steps as will remedy the 
defect, the contractor not having employed any person at it for the last five weeks. 

Referred to the architect, and the Guardians informed accordingly, 28th July 1842. 

LiiTtEH from Mr. O’Connell to the Board of Guardians, 22d July 1842. 

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, 

P-M™ «■? ™ount of my contract, even now after seven 
, ,f y°Y e ? er '"tend paying, ,t „ high time. My time is lost attending every n.eeiing- 
*•’; i a “ >«m»g some jobs for wan. of money. It is no apology for m/credTtors to 2y 

you owe it to me, these trying times: therefore, please <nve • V. .k.. n :/ 

sioners, I am sure, will allow it 



gy lor my creditors to say 
an order ; the Cominis- 



Lettkr from Clerk, forwarding the above to the Commissioners, 25th July 184“> 

(No. 9240 D. 42.) J 

ro!oZ5' reCtCd . by ,f h ' ! B T d of G “ a ?j ians of this Union to request the attention of the 

STEw H 16 a PP l “ a,,0 ”° l William O’Connell for the value of futures supplied 
fndh™S“"; The Guardians express their regret at his not being paid long since, 
and have directed me to send Ins letter, on which the order on the minutes™ foanJed. 
minutS relad t S' a,tent “2 of the Commissioners to the resolution on the 

east 2d th c S f ° f h ' P “ m P’ t '° P ? rso, ‘ has been empfoyed at it lor six weeks 
toomZi con , tractor never “moo to ‘"spcct It, owing to the neglect of which, «ery great 
inconvenience and annoyance occurs. > j s> 

Observations thereon made in Architect’s Department, 
diem' S’ of ,. 0 ' C ° nae11 for , the ooPPly of articles of fitting, was accepted by Guar- 
detemtoed ° f Comm,ss,oners -f*' ! »««7 D. 41]. The price is, therefore, already 

Gn°rd, ? aTs! U r “>" C5ti »E Mr. Wilkinson to inspect the articles for satisfaction of 

Mr. Ryan having received directions to that effect, inspected the fittings, and reported 
ce«S b“y " S(2215 “ 2> 29 ‘ h MaJ 1843 : ,he “”P kti “ »f the cintract £ thus 

The clerk of the Guardians wrote (2812) for Mr. Wilkinson’s report on the above and he 
was informed, tliat the attic es having been certified by an assistant architect, it was unusual 
to call on Mr. Wilkinson also to report. unusual 

The clerk was informed in reply to 626 A. D. 42, that the Guardians should pay the 
hm^beerTobtahied' 6 SUm W ' tC returned b - v the Commissioners when a fresh loan shall 
Wrote to contractor relative to the pump. 



„ Letter from Clerk to Guardians. 

(No. 9788 D. 42.) 

I am again directed by the Board of Guardians of this Uniontotall die attention oTtlie 
Commissioners to the state of the pump in the workhouse. On account of the want of 
water, the paupers are often obliged to be out until nine o'clock at night, at different part, 
of the town, endeavouring to procure as much as will supply the wants of the house owinw 
to which the master cannot preserve that discipline wtieh is so necessary, nor is there 
seranty for the property of the Union while the paupers are so employed. 

about' a 0 fhotK O weeT PlOyed “ PUI " P ‘ W ° labouret “’ wh " state the y caI > only sink 

I am, &c. 

A. Moore, esq. Thomas M-Loujhlin, Clerk of the Union. 

Architect’s Note on the foregoing, 9th August 1842. 

The contractor left Dublin yesterday, with an assurance to me that he would forthwith 
niake increased exertions m sinking the well. 

Geo. II. 

gua ?842. WaS addressc<1 10 the Guardia “ a by ‘he Commissioners on the subject, loth An- 
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Minute of Guardians, 12th August 1842. 

(No. 10222 D. 42.) 

Read a letter from the Commissioners relative to deepening the well in the workhouse. 
The clerk was ordered to send a copy thereof to the contractor, and to request no further 
delay will be given. 



Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 16th September 1842. 

(No. 11921 D. 42.) 

Mr. Coman gives notice of a motion, that when the bill for supplying water is produced, 
that the amount be charged to Mr. Tinsley, the contractor for the building. 

Architect’s Remark on the foregoing subject, 19th October 1842. 

I think the contractor is chargeable for the expenses incurred through any neglect of his 
in sinking the well. The well at Cashel is a very difficult one to sink, and is gone to a great 
depth, without yet obtaining water. 

I wrote yesterday to Mr. Phayre to go to Cashel, and see what is further required to be 
done to the well ; on receiving his report, I will again write to contractor. 

Geo. W. 



Minute of Guardians, 14th October 1842. 

(No. 13737 D. 42.) 

It having been reported to the Board, that the contractor for the house has discontinued 
working at the well in the workhouse. 

Resolved, That the Commissioners be requested to delay the payment of the sum due to 
the contractor until the well is finished, and water procured. 

Architect’s Rcrpark on the foregoing, 21st November 1842. 

Saw contractor, who stated that the interruption was only temporary, and he immediately 
afterwards renewed the works. 

Geo. W. 



Minute of Guardians, 21st October 1842. 

(No. 13953 D. 42.) 

Ordered, That the clerk be directed to communicate with the Commissioners on the 
state of the ventilators in the hospital of the workhouse. 



Extract of Letter from Clerk, 23d October 1842. 

I beg to refer you to the resolution of the Board of Guardians relative to the ventilation 
of the hospital attached to the workhouse. The medical officer reports, that a thorough 
air, or a free circulation, cannot be obtained, as the windows in each ward are only at one 
side of the building. 



Architect’s Note on the above, 25th October 1842. 



I shall be at Cashel in a week or ten days, and will examine the building relating to the 
ventilation. 



Geo. W. 



Extract from Letter from Clerk to the Guardians, 21st November 1842. 

(No. 15464 D. 42.) 

The Guardians desire me to request that the contractor should not be paid until a sufficient 
supply of water is obtained in the well of the workhouse ; the Union is at the expense of 
3 s. (\d. a day for providing water for the use of the inmates, and the contractor states he is 
not bound to a supply ; that having sunk to a sufficient depth, and not being able to find 
any water, he is not bound to do more. 

Architect’s Remark on the foregoing, 12th January 1843. 

There is a reserve from the contractor’s account, pending the question of obtaining water 
from the well, which is still sinking. 

Geo. W. 



Minute of Guardians, 3d February 1843. 

(No. 2231 D. 43.) 

Ordered, That the clerk be directed to inform the Commissioners that there is no water 
yet in the well; the Union is at an expense of 3 s. a day in drawing water to the house, and 
the Guardians request that the expense may be stopped from the contractor. 

Commissioners’ 
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Commissioners’ Reply, 27th February 1843. 

The matter has been referred to the architect. 

The contractor was communicated with by the architect on 20th February 1843. 

Note. — A sum of 50 /. was reserved by the Commissioners on account of the well from 
the balance due to the contractor. 



CASTLEREA UNION. 

Letter from Mr. Bagot, ex-officio Guardian, received from Mr. Hancock, Castlerea Union. 

Assistant Commissioner, 20th August 1841. 

(No. 7607 D. 41.) 

My dear Sir, Ballymena, 14th August 1841. 

After this day having joined in passing a resolution for a second 4,000 1. to the contractor 
for Castlerea Workhouse, I went to inspect the building. I was surprised that the doors 
and windows were not “ revealed,” and that there were no “ corbels” under the beams ; the 
timber seemed some of very good and some of inferior quality, and a great many of the 
bricks of a soft description. 

I think it would have been a great improvement if the inside of the walls were entirely of 
brick; and, from the principal part of the building having a northern aspect, there ought to 
be a porch. 

Believe me, &c. 

To Hancock, esq. T. H. Bagot, j. p. 

Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 

Note. — Referred to the architect. 

Directions transmitted to the clerk of works by the architect, to prevent the admission of 
any soft or defective bricks, 28th August 1841. 

Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 22d October 1842. 

(No. 14042 D. 42.) 

Report of committee appointed to inspect workhouse. 

The committee report, that they visited and viewed the workhouse, and found tradesmen 
employed in every part thereof, and a good deal of work necessary to complete the house 
still remaining unfinished. 

Note. —Referred to the architect, who communicated with the contractor, with a view to 
the immediate completion of all the works, 26th October 1842. 



Minute of Guardians, 28th January 1843. 

(No. 1823 D. 43.) 

That the clerk be directed to write to Messrs Barker, of 31, Upper Abbey-street, to say, 
that should they not, on receipt of his letter, rectify the defect of crane, and pipe from cistern 
to boiler, that a person will be employed by the Board to do same, and that no further sum 
be paid until the work is finished to the satisfaction of the Board. 



Report of the Master of the Workhouse to the Guardians, 28th January 1843. 

(No. 2126 D. 43.) Castlerea Workhouse, 28th January 1843. 

The master begs leave to inform the Board, that on the 13th instant the dormitories on 
the north and south parts of the house from the upper floors to the ground ones were flooded, 
which has been caused by the quantity of snow which accumulated in the gutters, and, when 
thawing, penetrated through all the floors; begs leave to suggest the necessity of takingsteps 
to prevent a recurrence of the same, otherwise the house is subject to suffer materially when- 
ever a fall of snow will occur. 

Referred to the architect 4th February 1843, and Assistant Commissioner instructed to 
communicate with the Guardians 21st February 1843. 



Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 11th February 1843. 

(No. 2836 D. 49.) (Master’s Report.) 

The master begs leave to inform the Board, that a large breach of the ceiling has fallen 
down in one of the infirmary wards. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 13th March 1843. 

The architect’s attention having been called to the report of the workhouse-master relative 
to the ceiling of one of the infirmary wards, the necessary instructions have been given by 
him to have the ceiling remedied. 

616. H 4 CAVAN 
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CAVAN UNION. 



Resolution of Guardians, 29th March 1842. 

(No. 3867 D. 42.) 

That apprehensions being entertained that a sufficient supply of water has not been 
obtained at the workhouse, information upon that subject be requested from the Poor Law 
Commissioners, and that the Board think it right to express their decided opinion that they 
ought not to be required to take charge of the workhouse until that point be fully ascer- 
tained, as any neglect of the persons employed by the Poor Law Commissioners in securing 
a full and ample supply of that first necessary of life in a workhouse intended to hold 
l ,200 persons, would entail upon the Union endless trouble and inconvenience, and consi- 
derable expense. 

Note by Architect, 8th April 1842. 

The position of the building is very elevated, and the spring of the well is not particu- 
larly strong ; but, in order to provide against a deficiency of supply at any time, a much 
greater provision than usual has been made with rain-water tanks, which contain a great 
body of water. The clerk of works’ report on the present supply of the well has been 
applied for, and will receive careful consideration and immediate attention. 

Geo. W. 



Minute of Guardians, 19th April 1842. 

(No. 4828 D. 42.) 

Mr. Otway stated to the Board, that the architect of the Commissioners inspected the 
workhouse on the 11th instant, and that the necessary steps were being taken to forward 
the progress of finishing the workhouse, and to insure a sufficient supply of water, and 
that the clerk of the works had this day informed him that an ample supply of water 
had been got, and that the well was drawing near 200 gallons per hour, and that it had 
been tested twice. 



Minute of Guardians, 26th April 1842. 

(No. 5168 D. 42.) 

Resolved, That the clerk be directed to communicate to the Poor Law Commissioners that 
great inconvenience has arisen from the delay in the opening of the workhouse. The officers, 
who have been elected nearly four months, claim their salaries ; the contractors demand 
place for depositing the stores which they laid in, in consequence of the agreements made 
with the Board by order of the Poor Law Commissioners ; in short, complaints of injustice 
assail the Board on all sides, although all the steps they have already taken were by direct 
order of the Poor Law Commissioners. 

The Board think it still more necessary to bring this subject under the consideration of 
the Poor Law Commissioners, in consequence of a report prevalent here, that the contrac- 
tors will not give up the workhouse until they shall be paid the full amount of their 
demand. This may occasion still further delay, and, consequently, further and well-founded 
complaints of injustice from the officers and contractors. 

The Poor Law Commissioners should also be apprised, that many of the contractors for 
clothing, furniture, &c. are to have the goods at Cavan on or about the 1st of May, and the 
Board of Guardians really know not what they are to do with them when they arrive. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 30th April 1842. 

The Commissioners desire to state, that they will communicate with the contractors, in 
order to procure the completion of the building within the term prescribed by their contract. 



Note. — Letter addressed to the contractors, on the 30th April 1842, in pursuance of the 
above. 



Note by Architect. 



Saw contractor on the 5th May, and explained away objections he entertained to the 
occupation of the house by the officers, &c., until taken up, and accounts settled. There 
js now nothing to prevent the officers’ occupation of the building. 

12 May 1842. 



Letter from the Master of the Workhouse to the Commissioners. 

(No. 13461 D. 42.) Cavan Union Workhouse, 

Gentlemen, 14th October 1842. 

I am directed by Mr. Otway to inform you, without delay, that the pump of this work- 
house has run dry for the 'last fortnight, and water for the use of the establishment is 

obliged 



* 



i 
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\ obliged to be carried from a neighbouring quarry-hole by the able-bodied paupers. I also 
beg to state, that the cause of this is, in my opinion, that Mr. Hague, the builder, is at 
present working a part of the quarry adjoining the workhouse-ground, and has excavated 
. much below the level of our pump, which very probably may have drawn off' the supply 
that the well might otherwise afford. This, in addition to the very dry season, incommodes 
the house greatly, and urges me to call your attention to the circumstance. 

? I remain, &c. 

James Veitck, Master of the Workhouse. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Note by Architect, 19th October 1842. 

The contractor written to on the 15th instant to do what was necessary. 

Geo. Wilkinson. 

I Commissioners Reply, 22d October 1842. 

The attention of the contractor has been directed to the matter. 



Resolution of Guardians, 18th October 1842. 

(No. 13790 D. 42.) 

That the Board request the immediate attention of the Poor Law Commissioners to the 
circumstance, that the water in the well of the pump has failed, and that the greatest 
possible inconvenience has been caused to the Union by it, and that the Commissioners are 
requested to take steps to have this evil removed. 

Contractor again written to by architect, on 26th October 1842. 

Letter from Commissioners to the Guardians, 31st October 1842. 

The Commissioners desire to state, that the contractor has been applied to on the subject, 
and that if he still neglects to do what is required, the Commissioners recommend the 
Guardians to employ some other person to do it, and the fair cost of the work for which he 
may be liable will be retained from the balance of the contractor’s account. 



Resolution of Guardians, 1 st November 1842. 

(No. 14663 D. 42.) 

That Mr. Hague be informed, that if he does not repair the well, and put the pump into 
order, so as to cause the proper supply of water for the use of the workhouse, on or before 
the 1 st of December, that the Guardians will at once have the well and the pump put 
into such a state as will ensure a constant and sufficient supply of water, and apply to the 
Poor Law Commissioners to have the expense deducted from the balance of his account 
that remains in the Commissioners’ hands. That the clerk send a copy of this resolution 
to Mr. Hague, as well as a copy of the letter of the Poor Law Commissioners of the 31st 



Extract from Architect’s Report on closing Contractor’s Accounts, 30th November 1842. 
(No. 15917 D. 42). 

I have now to certify, that Messrs. Hague areentitled to the amount as above stated and 
l beg to recommend the balance of their account being paid to them. I think it due to 
Messre. Hague to state that, on the whole, they have executed their contract very satis- 
factorily. there was however, during the past very dry summer, a deficiency in the supply 
ot water from the well, and Messrs. Hague are to give the Guardians an undertaking to 
sink the well deeper at their own cost, if hereafter it is found to be necessary. 



CELBRLDGE UNION. 



Letter from Messrs. Maunsell and Simmonds, Guardians, to the Commissioners. 

(No. 3433 D. 40.) 

w ^ tleme ", . Celbridge, 24th June 1840. 

CelhrlHrro TT derSlg , ned !. tw ° of the co r mmittee appointed by the Board of Guardians of the 
rennriin iL puI ?° Se ° f inspecting the building of the workhouse, and of 

leavp !„ g , !° th u Poor , V aw Commissioners at any time we shall deem necessary, beg 
? at , we have u thl ? da X inspected said building, which we conceive to be pro- 
of th g S , ° W y ’ and that tlle greater number of the workmen have left the employment 
g ^contractor in consequence of his not having for some weeks past paid their wages; 

I aad 
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and we are of opinion, that unless the contractor proceeds with more diligence and rapidity 
than he has hitherto done, the work will not be completed in due time, or during the proper 
season. 0 r 

We beg leave further to represent, that the workmen and labourers employed by the con- 
tractor are now much distressed, in consequence of not having received their wages with 
regularity ; and we also submit to the consideration of your honourable Board the propriety 
of some measures being immediately taken to ensure the punctual and regular payment of 
all persons employed during the progress of the contract. 

We have, &c. 

. . Rich* Maunsell. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. J), Simmonds. 

Note . — Communication addressed to the contractor, urging him to increase his exertions, 
so as to ensure the completion of the building in the time specified in his contract. 

3 July 1840. 



Minutes of Guardians, 14tli July 1841. 

(No. 6539 D. 41.) 

On Wednesday, the 4th day of August, I will bring under the consideration of the Board 
of Guardians the very inconvenient site of the present board-room, and the want of accom- 
modation connected therewith, in order that the necessary measures may be taken to 
remedy same. 

Daniel Simmonds. 



Minutes of Guardians, 4th August 1841. 

(No. 7161 D. 41.) 

Resolved, The Board of Guardians having taken into consideration the subject-matter of 
Mr. Simmonds’ notice of the 14th July last, respecting the present board-room, and it 
appearing there is no reception or ante-room, or any place of accommodation for the nume- 
rous persons in attendance, and having business to transact with the Board, and also that 
some alteration should be made in the present steep and narrow stairs leading to the board- 
room, and which are the only approach thereto, not only for the Guardians, but also for the 
paupers applying for admission to the workhouse, 

Resolved, That it be referred to the following committee ; namely. His Grace the Duke 
of Leinster, Mr. Maunsell, Mr. Needham, Mr. Kirkpatrick and Mr. Simmonds, to consider 
how and in what manner a reception-room can be annexed to the present board-room, 
either by erection of a new one, or by appropriating for that purpose the male pro- 
bationary ward, which immediately adjoins the board-room ; and also to consider what alte- 
rations should be made in the stairs leading thereto, and that they do report thereon to the 
next Board ; any three of said committee to form a quorum. 

Note — A plan and estimate having been prepared by the architect by direction of the 
Commissioners, in compliance with the wishes of the Guardians, they were laid before the 
Guardians by the Assistant Commissioner at their meeting of the 6th October 1841 when 
other arrangements were made, by altering the appropriation of the existing accommodation 
in order that the object of the Guardians might be attained without the expense of the 
additional works contemplated in the above resolutions. 



Letteb from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 



(No. 7819 D. 41.) 

Gentlemen, Workhouse, Celbridge, 26th August 1841. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians of this Union to inform you, that the boiler is 
out of repair, and to request the contractor may be ordered to repair it, as great incon- 
venience arises from the want of it. ' 

I have, &c. 

Henry Holbrook, Clerk of the Union. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



Com mission eh s’ Reply, 31st August 1841. 

The clerk of the works of the Union has been instructed to see that the boiler is put into 
proper repair, and the Commissioners have to state, that a sum sufficient to cover the cost of 
the repair has been withheld from the account of the person who fixed the boiler. 

Report 
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Report of the Architect to the Commissioners. 

(No. 8727 D. 41.) Poor Law Commission Office, 

Gentlemen, 24th September 1841. 

Accompanying is a plan of the additional building the Guardians of the Celbridge 
Union are desirous of haying added to the entrance building of the Celbridge workhouse, 
for the purpose of obtaining a waiting-room in connexion with the board-room, and greater 
accommodation for the clerk and porter. The cost of the works has been estimated, and is 
contained in the accompanying detail estimate, amounting to 240/ 4s. 10 \d. 

I beg to recommend the plan and estimate being sent to the Board of Guardians for 
their further consideration ; and I am of opinion the amount of the estimate will vary but 
little from the cost of the works, which, if carried into effect, will, I presume, be performed 
by contract. ' 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. Geo. W. 
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Note by Mr. Hall, Assistant Commissioner, 7th October 1841. 

I attended the meeting of Guardians yesterday, at which the Duke of Leinster presided. 
I represented the expensiveness of this addition to the workhouse, and suggested that by 
allowing the clerk to transact his business in the board-room, and fixing there, instead of 
in his office, a press for his papers, the object of the Guardians might be gained, as the 
clerk s present office would serve the purpose of a waiting-room : to this view the Board 
assented, and therefore no further proceedings need be taken. 

R.H. 



Letter from the Guardians to the Commissioners, 30th September 1841. 

(No. 8976 D. 41.) 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians of Celbridge Union to inform you that the well 
is nearly dry, and consequently there is no water for the use of the house. 

I have also to state, that this day the clerk of works examined it, and found but 18 inches 
of water, and reports it as dry. 

I have, &c. 

Henry Holbrook, Clerk of the Union. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 5th October 1841. 

(No. 8900 D. 41.) 

The Commissioners desire to state, that their architect has sent instructions to the master 
ot the workhouse as to the measures required to be taken with respect to the well : the 
Guardians should give directions for the work to be done, and the cost will be deducted from 
the amount to be paid to the contractor. 



... _ Resolution of Guardians, 20th October 1841. 

(No. 9827 D. 41.) 

That m consequence of the well not. being sufficiently deep to get at the spring, and 
“ ?. Connor having proposed to sink the same at a sum not exceeding 13s. a foot, 
mat h,s proposal be accepted, subject to the approval of the Commissioners; and that the 
Commissioners be informed, that the pump in the laundry is out of order, and has been 
tor some time, and that the storm has blown off some of the slates over the boys’ sleeping 
room, and the wet is coming in through the walls. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 25th October 1841. 
fn!f e P °,° r H W Commissioners desire to state, that the Board of Guardians should apply 
workman the P u “ pt0 P utit in , orde JV and that they should employ any competent 

workman to repair the damage caused to the roof of the workhouse by the late storm. The 
Commissioners have directed the attention of their architect to the state of the well. 



Letter from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 11100 D. 41.) 

T r” r ’, . , Workhouse, Celbridge, 2d December 1841. 

lftd! your attention to a letter from this Board, dated September the 30th, 

dai!l n°* l 976 o K n‘ the J 00r Law Commissioners, and to the Commissioners’ reply, 

oated October 25th, 1841 No. 9827 D., and to say, that nothing has been done bv your 
hitect respecting the well ; the Board got a competent person to look at it, and he' has 
1 ’ 12 reported 
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reported, that the well will require to be sunk 12 or 14 feet deeper, and that he will complete 
it for 14s. per foot, finding his own tools and labourers. 

I have, &c. 

To Richard Hall, esq. Henry Holbrook, Clerk of the Union 

Assistant Commissioner, 8tc. 

Note. Referred, 3d December 1841, to architect, who attended a subsequent meeting- 
the Board of Guardians. 5 



Resolution of Guardians, 8th December 1841. 

(No. 11398 D. 41.) 

That the pump in the laundry be repaired, and a mason be got to look at the flue that 
admits smoke into the dormitory. 



Letter from the Guardians to the Commissioners, 15th December 1841. 

(No. 11462 D. 41.) 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians of Celbridge Union to inform you, that the rain 
penetrates into various parts of the workhouse, as well through the slating as the walls, and 
requests that such measures may be taken as will prevent a recurrence thereof. 

I have. See. 

Henry Holbrook, Clerk of the Union. 

Referred to the architect, 21st December 1841. 



Resolution of Guardians, 12th January 1842. 

(No. 497 D. 42.) 

That great inconvenience being felt in consequence of the want of a place for horses and 
carriages of the Guardians attending the Board, that the Commissioners are requested to 
take the necessary steps to provide sufficient accommodation for the same. The boys’ yard 
is the place Guardians beg to suggest as most eligible. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 18th January 1842. 

With reference to the resolution relative to the provision of stables and sheds for the 
Guardians’ horses and carriages, the Commissioners have caused their architect to prepare 
a drawing, which they enclose for the consideration of the Guardians, with a view to effect 
that object. 

The works should be executed under the superintendence of the Commissioners’ architect, 
and the Commissioners will be prepared to include the probable cost in the additional loan 
which it will be necessary to apply for. 



Letter from theGuardians to the Commissioners, 27th January 1842. 

(No. 1127 D. 42.) 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians to draw your attention to the resolutions on the 
minutes of the 20th of October and the 15th of December last, as to the state of this building, 
and I am directed to represent to you, that the rain still penetrates into various parts of it, 
both through the walls and slates ; that the female probationary ward is now flooded to 
such a degree that the beds cannot be laid down, or the paupers remain in the room ; that 
the board-room is nearly in as bad a state, and that the kitchen chimney is so badly con- 
structed, that the winds blow down it, and render it impossible to cook the food ; and the 
Guardians again repeat their request that the Commissioners will take immediate and 
effectual measures for remedying not only the above, but also the other numerous defects 
of the building. 

I have, &c. 

Henry Holbrook, Clerk of the Union. 

Architect’s Observations, 1st February 1842. 

The building has been lately surveyed by Mr. Leeson, who reports, that it will be an advan- 
tage to the walls of the entrance building to have some eaves-gutters and down-pipes added 
to it; also that the walls of the building externally require the injured pointing to be 
raked out, and to be replaced by new ; also that the water in the well, which is now con- 
siderable, is in an unfit state to drink, from being stagnant, and that as the supply was found 
insufficient last year, it is now necessary to sink the well deeper ; also that several portions 
of the roof, where cement work has failed, require remedy. 

I beg to recommend, in accordance with my report on the contractor’s account of this 
date, that a respectable contractor be employed to undertake the necessary works forthwith. 

George Wilkinson. 



Letter 
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Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 1st February 1842. 



Workhouses 

(Complaints). 



(Nos. 1107 & 1127 D. 42.) Celbridge Union. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration your letter of the 27th 
ultimo, and the resolution of the Board of Guardians of the Celbridge Union of the 26th 
ultimo, relative to the state of the workhouse, and have communicated with their architect 
on the subject. A survey of the building having been recently made, for the purposed 
ascertaining the defects that require to be remedied, and the works that it is necessary 
should be performed, the Commissioners have directed their architect to serve a notice on 
the contractor, requiring him forthwith to remedy the defects, and, if he fail to do so, to take 
the necessary steps for immediately doing what is required, and to employ a competent 
builder for that purpose : the expense incurred for remedying defects in the works, for which 
Mr. Regan contracted, and not remedied by him, to be deducted from the amount otherwise 
payable to him, according to the terms of his contract. 

The Commissioners desire also to state, that they will in a few days be prepared to lay 
before the Guardians the accounts of the contractor, and the architect’s report thereon, with 
a view to any additional works which may be found desirable being performed at the same 
time, and included in the further loan which will be required. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

(No. 1272 D. 42.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 11th February 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners transmit to you herewith, for the information of the Board 
of Guardians, the accounts of the contractor for building the workhouse of the Celbridge 
Union, together with a copy of the architect’s report thereon, and a statement of the loan 
already obtained for the Union, and the expenditure thereof. 

From this statement it appears that a sum of 863/. Os. 8J d. will be required beyond the 
amount already ordered to be borrowed. 

The Commissioners request that you will lay the documents before the Board of Guardians 
at their next meeting (when an Assistant Commissioner will attend, if possible) ; and should 
there be any further items of small amount which they are desirous of providing for in the 
additional loan, the Commissioners will be prepared to consider the expediency of including 
them in the order which it will be necessary to issue to enable the Guardians to borrow the 
further amount that will be required. 

By order, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of Celbridge Union. 

Architect’s Report enclosed in foregoing Letter. 

Architect’s Office, Poor Law Commission, 
Gentlemen, 1st February 1842. 

Having on the 29th September last reported on the account supplied by Mr. Regan for 
the fixtures, fittings and additional works at the Celbridge Workhouse, and the amount due 
to him in addition to his contract since, I have now to report a statement of the amount, 
and to recommend the following arrangements for the remedy of works that have been 
improperly performed by Mr. Regan : 



S atement of Account. 

* „ „ £. s. d. 

Amount of contract for the erection of the building - 4,600 — — 

For fixtures, fittings and additional works, as per detail account- - 1,297 19 6j 

5,897 19 5$ 

Amount of instalments paid ----- 4 700 — - 

Balance due £. 1,197 19 5}' 



On the same date as the above report, a communication was made to Mr. Regan, inform- 
ing him of the amount due on his account, as above stated ; and a proposal was made (on 
condition of his acquiescing in the amount of the account as corrected, and the deductions 
necessary for remedying defective work) to pay a sum of 200/., being a balance available on 
the loan provided for the workhouse, until the sum necessary for paying the balance of the 
whole accounts could be obtained (the loan borrowed being insufficient). Since that period 
f’ ,^ e £ an * ias ^dressed several communications to the office, and has gone into the detail 
t ‘ le items, for which the amounts have been deducted from his account, and every 
endeavour has been made by explaining the reasons for the deductions to bring the balance 
616. 13 of 
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of his account to a satisfactory adjustment, as far as regards the amount he would be entitled 
to receive, subject to the cost of remedying defective works. 

Mr. Regan having failed to complete the house in every respect in so satisfactory a manner 
as is required, and having failed to attend to remedy the works that were pointed out as 
defective, it became necessary to employ workmen under the provisions of the contract to 
perform some of these repairs, consisting chiefly of defective pointing to walls ; and there 
being at this time several portions of the work in a defective and unsatisfactory state 
arising from the improper completion of the work of the contractor in pointing to walls and” 
work around gutters and chimneys, and in the insufficient depth of the well and pump, and 
as the season is now becoming favourable for performing such works, and nothing appears 
likely to be done by the contractor, I have to recommend that a respectable person be 
forthwith employed to sink the well to a greater depth, and to remedy the other defective 
works required, and to put up some additional down-gutters to eaves of roof, and that the 
cost of so much as belongs to Mr. Regan’s contract be retained from the balance of his 
account, as above stated. 

I beg to remark, in conclusion, that the account for the erection of the building exceeds 
the loan borrowed for the purpose, in consequence of the excess of works in wallin°- and 
drams, in the alterations of floors for platforms, &c., together with the greater extent and 
cost of the fixtures and fittings, than were originally contemplated or provided for in the 
loan. 

The house, also, being one of the earliest in progress, several minor works, considered as 
improvements, and embodied iu houses subsequently planned, have been added. 

The whole account is set forth in detail, and has occupied much time in its examination. 



To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



I have, &c. 

Geo. Wilkinson. 



Note. Notice served upon the contractor, upon receipt of the above report, that if he did 
not, within ten days, remedy the defects, the Commissioners would employ other persons to 
do the work required, and charge him with the cost. 



Minutes of Guardians, ICth February 1842. 

(No. 2037 D. 42.) 

Read letter from Poor Law Commissioners, accompanied by Mr. Regan’s, the contractor’s 
accounts, and Mr. Wilkinson’s, the Commissioners’ architect’s report thereon. 

Resolved, The letter from the Poor Law Commissioners forwarding the contractor’s 
account, with the architect’s report thereon, having been read, be taken into consideration on 
this day fortnight. 

Resolved, That the Duke of Leinster, Richard Maunsell and Daniel Simmonds, esqrs., be 
requested immediately to inspect the entire of the workhouse, and to lay a statement before 
the Board on the 2d of March next of what deficiencies appear to them therein, and what 
part of said deficiencies could be remedied by the contractor, in order that the expense thereof 
may be deducted from the balance reported to be due to him. 



Minutes of Guardians, 2 d March 1842. 

(No. 2664 D. 42.) 

The report of the committee on the state of the building having been read, 

Resolved, That the same be received and entered on the minutes. 

Report to the Guardians of the Celbridge Union. 

Incompliance with the resolution of your Board of the 16 th February last, we have to 
report, that we have minutely inspected and examined the entire of the workhouse, and find 
the following deficiencies therein, which, in our opinion, should be remedied by contractor, 
as far as the same is now practicable, before his demand is finally discharged : 

1 st. All the ground-floors of the house are in a very bad state, and in some parts 
already broken up, being composed of bad materials. r 

2 d. The rain penetrates under the ridge-tiles of the idiots’ ward, and almost all the 
ridge-tiles of the building appear to be badly pointed. 

3d. The chimneys of the kitchen and laundry are much too low, and require to be 
raised several feet. n 

4th. The cock of the large boiler in the kitchen is loose, and the boiler quite useless. 
5th. The ram penetrates through all the windows, also through the walls of the dor- 
mitories, the board-room, the probationary wards, the staircase leading to the dormi- 
tories, and indeed both wind and rain penetrate generally through the walls, in 
consequence of their not being properly filled in the centre, and many of the joists ’and 
rafters are so saturated with wet that they must speedily decay. 

6th. The well is not sunk sufficiently deep, and the pump is in consequence useless. 
7th. The boundary wall of the yard is very badly built, and the coping in many parts 
quite loose, and crumbling off. J 

8th. The joints of the walls of the house are in various places very open and badly 
cemented, notwithstanding that workmen were engaged re-pointing last summer. 

In 
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In conclusion, we beg leave to state, that in our judgment the whole of the work, both 
inside and outside, has been most insufficiently and imperfectly executed. 

The building commenced in July 1839, and we understand that, according to the contract 
it should have been completed within 15 months from that time. It was not however fit 
for the reception of inmates till June 1841, very nearly two years, during which time four 
different persons were employed by the Commissioners to superintend the works and it now 
appears that those persons have received for their services a sum of 222 L 2 s. 9 d , and the 
Union is charged with that sum. 

We feel bound to say we consider this very unjust; because, if those superintendents had 
done their duty, all the deficiencies above stated could have been prevented ; and we know 
that many of them were repeatedly pointed out to them, as well as to the contractor himself 
by several of the Guardians during the progress of the work. 

_ „ . , _ , (signed) Leinster. 

Celbndge, 26 February 1842. Richard Mmm'll. 

D. Simmonds. 



Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Celbiidge Union. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No. 3439* D. 42.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

km, . . 2 2d March 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of the 
Board of Guardians of the Celbridge Union on the 2d instant ; and with reference to the 
report of the committee upon the workhouse, the Commissioners transmit herewith a copy 
of a report from their architect, who has recently sflrveyed the building upon the several 
points adverted to, and stating the course which is proposed to be adopted for completing 
the works in a satisfactory manner. r & 

The Commissioners trust that this report will be satisfactory to the Board of Guardians • 
and as it is now desirable that the further loan should be obtained with as little delay as 
possible, the Commissioners will be prepared to issue in a few days the necessary order 
authorizing the Board of Guardians to apply for the amount required. J 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Celbridge Union. 



Architect’s Report on Works above referred to. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Gentlemen, 22d March 1842. 

I have the honour to report, that on the 12th instant I made a survey of the Celbridge 
Workhouse, in order to examine the building with reference to a report of the Board of 
Guardians contained in the minutes of their proceedings of the 2d instant ; and also that 
on the 16th instant, I attended a meeting of the Board of Guardians, and’ entered into a 
personal explanation of the several items of the report. 

I have to state, that I informed the Guardians that I regretted to be obliged to concur to 
a great extent, in the representation they made of the unsatisfactory state in which con- 
tractor had left some portions of the works ; and 1 have to offer the following remarks on 
the Guardians’ report, in the order of its arrangement : — 

1st “ The unsatisfactory state of the mortar floors.”— These do not appear sufficiently 
sound, or compounded of materials likely to endure great .wear, and they have in places 
been broken into holes by crutches : I consider the contractor liable to a cost for their 
re-execution. 

2d. “ The ridge-tiles admit wet.”— I am of opinion this is an error, and that the un- 
finished whitewash of the rafters gave the appearance of dampness, which, however I could 
not discover any where : the tiles require re-pointing. ’ 

3d. The chimneys of the kitchen are carried a considerable height, but, owing to the height 
of the adjoining main building, I think they would be better raised, and then finished 
with pots. The cost of this work is independent of the contract for the building. 

4th. One of the cocks of the boilers, fixed without a flange, is loose, and requires to be 
firmly secured. The contractors, Messrs. Couriney & Stephens, have been informed of it 
and will, I expect, immediately remedy it. 

5th. “ The rain drives through the walls and through the windows.”— The portions of the 
building which exhibit dampness, are the front walls of the entrance buildino- and the 
front walls of wings of the main building, being the portions of the building exposed to the 
aspect where rain is most prevalent. r 

The walling of the front building is laid with good strong mortar, but the face of it has 
been injured by the frost, and is required to be taken out with a hammer and a chisel to the 
Oepth ot an inch, and then to be carefully pointed with good mortar. This building will also 
oe improved by the construction of eaves-gutters to roofs. 

The front walls of the wings of the main building exhibit considerable dampness, and I 
am not certain that pointing in the way proposed for the entrance building will here be suffi- 

6l6 - 14 cient, 
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cient, on account of the much greater surface of the walls, and the greater body of water 
running down them ; my doubts, however, do not so much, arise from the insufficiency of 
the pointing, if properly done, as the difficulty of ensuring its proper execution ; for if it i s 
well done, I think it will be effective. 

I consider it fair to deduct from the contractor’s account the charge of re-pointing this 
work, which was never sufficiently performed by him. 

The window frames require pointing, the frost having destroyed the most of that which 
has been done ; the windows also require additional puttying in the inside ; much of the 
dampness which shows itself on the windows is common, to a great extent, to all new build- 
ings, and arises from condensed vapour. 

6th. “ The well is not sufficiently deep.”— The well, it is expected, will be required to 
be sunk to a much greater depth, and the contractor is liable to the sinking under the 
terms of his contract, which were never complied with, in this respect. 

7th. “ The boundary walls are badly built.” — The present appearance of the boundary 
walls, at the rear of the building, is not satisfactory, the coping being entirely loosened 
through the destruction of the mortar by frost, and the pointing is also injured ; but the 
walls generally are very strong, and the mortar also, where beyond the depth injured by 
frost. 

8th. “ Open joints of walls.” — The defective external joints of walls chiefly arise from 
the injury which the work has received from frost. 

Generally the walls are strong and securely built, but there are some vertical joints which 
exhibit evidence of not being closely flushed with mortar ; and the walls are not therefore 
so solidly filled in some places, particularly the upper portion of the gables of the main 
building, as they should be ; and the cause of this is that which is common to all buildings, 
viz. the difficulty of getting the masons to perform their work properly without a constant 
inspection and supervision, which frequently requires the power of one or two men to 
effect ; and it is this cause, I am disposed to think, which renders the application of 
rough-cast dashing so common through the country ; for few of the old walls which I have 
seen of the buildings so covered are solidly filled throughout, "and would otherwise never 
resist the driving rains of this climate. 

The difficulty of executing work of the kind introduced in the poorhouses is much 
greater than that of buildings of a superior finish, where the description of work, and conse- 
quently the class of workmen, is superior ; in addition to which, very little of the naked 
construction of roofs, floors or walls is seen, in consequence of the plastering and linings 
which are used : at Celbridge to this difficulty has been added that of having to deal with 
the contractor, who appeared throughout to consider himself as a person who was under- 
going a great loss in executing the work ; and the difficulty of getting the building soundly 
executed was considerable from first to last. 

I beg to recommend, as the best means for effecting what is now required to be done, and 
for enabling the contractor’s account to be brought to a final close, that a reduction should 
be made of a sum of 66/. 10s. from the amount of his account for works that I consider 
to belong to his contract, which are subjoined ; and I beg to suggest that the Guardians 
be invited to borrow the sum of money now required to be obtained, subject to this 
arrangement. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. George Wilkinson. 

Statement annexed to foregoing Report. 

Works belonging to the Contract, and for which it is proposed to make a deduction from 
the sum otherwise due to the Contractor: — 



Repair of earthen floors - 
Re-pointing ridge-tiles - 
Re-pointing walls, windows, &c. 
Sinking the well - 
Pointing boundary walls 



- £. s. d. 



-\ 66 10 - 
- ( 

- j 



Minutes of Guardians, 23d March 1842. 

(No. 3559 D. 42.) 

Read letter from Poor Law Commissioners, accompanied by Mr. Wilkinson’s report of 
the building. r 

Resolved, That the Commissioners be requested to issue the necessary order for the 
Guardians to borrow the sum of 800 /., in order to pay the debt incurred m building and 
finishing the workhouse. 



Letter 
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Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

! (No. 3559 D. 42.) 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 19th April 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of 
the Board of Guardians of the Celbridge Union on the 23d ultimo ; and with regard to the 
resolutions respecting the additional loan for the workhouse, and the building of the stable, 
shed and boundary wall, the Commissioners desire to state, in reference to their letter of the 
22d ultimo, that as the sum of 66/. 10s. proposed in the architect’s report to be deducted 
\ from the amount of the contractor’s balance, will be required for remedying the defective 
works, the Commissioners consider that it would be advisable that it should be included in 
the further loan to be obtained, the amount of which will accordingly be, as originally 
stated in the Commissioners’ letter of the 11th February, 863/. Os. 8 d., together with a 
further sum of 36/. 19s. 4 d., to provide for the fees incident to the preparation of the deed 
of charge, and to make an even sum (Exchequer bills not being negotiated of less amount 
than 50/.), making together 900/. 

The Commissioners request to be informed whether the cost of the boundary wall, the 
stable and shed will be charged upon the current rates, or whether the Guardians wish a 
sum to be provided for them in the loan, which would be more strictly accordant with the 
Act of Parliament, in the latter case : they request to be informed of the amount to be 
included, when the order empowering the Guardians to borrow will forthwith be issued. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Celbridge Union. 



Minute of Guardians, 6th April 1842. 

(No. 4246 D. 42.) 

It appearing by an account lately furnished by the Commissioners to this Board, that the 
Union has been charged with a sum of 222/. 2s. 9 d. for the salaries of four persons employed 
by them as clerks of the works in superintending the building of this workhouse, and the 
committee appointed by this Board for examining into the state of the building having 
reported that the same has been executed in a very imperfect and insufficient manner, which 
report has been in substance confirmed by the opinion of Mr. Wilkinson, the architect of 
the Commissioners, who has recommended that a reduction of 66/. 10 s. should be made 
from the balance of the contractor’s account towards remedying those deficiencies : 

Resolved, That we are of opinion that said sum of 66/. 10s. will be quite inadequate to 
make good the numerous defects of the building, some of them being of such a nature as to 
be incapable of bein'* thoroughly remedied otherwise than by taking down and rebuilding 
some parts of the walls. 

Resolved, That it manifestly appears that this workhouse has not been erected in a per- 
manent or workmanlike manner, which, we presume, the contractor was bound to do, and 
that the said clerks of the works were guilty of a gross neglect of duty during their super- 
intendence of same. We therefore consider it unjust that the Union should be charged 
with said sum of 222/. 2s. 9 d., or any part of it, and we confidently expect that the 
Commissioners, when they shall have maturely considered the matter, will see the justice 
and propriety of releasing the Union from said sum.. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 19th April 1842. 

With reference to the resolution of the Board of Guardians of the Celbridge Union of 
the 6th instant, relative to the payments for the services of the clerks of works successively 
employed at the Celbridge Workhouse, the Commissioners desire to state, that they have 
communicated with their architect on the subject, with a view to such deduction being made 
from the amount, otherwise payable to the contractor, as may be considered proper in respect 
of his failure to complete the works within the time stipulated by his contract, and in respect 
of the superintendence of the works necessary to remedy the defects left by him. With 
regard to the defects for which the sum of 66/. 10s. has been deducted from the contractor’s 
accounts, the Commissioners desire to refer to the architect’s report of the 22d ultimo, made 
after he had attended a meeting of the Guardians, and to state, that the above sum was the 
amount which it was considered reasonable, under the circumstances, to deduct, and which 
Was intended to be applied chiefly in deepening the well, pointing the walls, and relaying 
the mortar floors, &c. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Celbridge Union. 



6i(j. 



K 



Minute 
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„ Minute of Guardians, 20th April 1842. 

(No. 4859 D. 42.) 

Read letter from Poor Law Commissioners respecting the additional loan to pav the onn 
tractor, build stables, walls, &c. 

Resolved, That a special meeting of the Guardians be summoned by the clerk for Wed 
nesday the -27th instant, to take into consideration two letters from the Commissioners dated 
the 19th instant, relative to the allowance proposed to be deducted by the Commissioners 
from the contractor to make good the defects in the building, also the raising of a sum of 
money to pay balance due to contractor, building stable, coach-house, and boundary wall 



Resolutions of Guardians, 27th April 1842. 

(No. 5190 D. 42.) 

That this Board apply to the Commissioners for the sum of 1,250 /. to make good the 
balance due to the contractor, the building of stable, coach-house, also the boundary wall 
law expenses, See. J ' 

That Mr. Simmonds having given notice to bring under the consideration of this Board 
that portion of the letter of the Commissioners of the 19th of April 1842 relative to the 
various sums paid to the clerk of the works, same be taken into consideration on the 18th 
day ot May next. 

rhat steps be taken immediately to deepen the well of the pump, and that straw be pro- 
vided for the beds of the inmates. p 



, T Minute of Guardians, 18th May 1842. 

(No. 6280 D. 42.) J 

Having taken into consideration the Commissioners’ letter of the 19th of April last with 
reference to the resolution of this Board of the 6th of the same month, and the architect’s 
report respecting the sum of 66/. ios., which he recommended to be deducted from the 
balance of the contractor’s account towards remedying the defects of the building and a 
letter from Mr. Hall to the clerk of the Union, dated the 17th instant, on the same subject 
having also been read : J ’ 

Resolved, That we adhere to our resolution of the 6th of April last, not only in regard to 
the inadequacy of said sum of 66/. io s . to make good the defects of the building, but also 
as to the injustice of charging the Union with the sum of 222/. 2 s. 9<Z. for salaries of clerks 
j* w ° rks > a ° d Y e the i refore beg leave to repeat our expectation that the Commissioners 
will discharge the Union therefrom. 

Resolved, That Michael Connor’s proposal to sink the pump well at 12 s. a foot be 
accepted. 

Note . — Referred to the architect. 



Resolution of Guardians, 10th August 1842. 

(No. 10024 D. 42.) 

That it is the opinion of this Board, that the several defects in the building of the work- 
house stated to exist by the Guardians, and admitted in several particulars by the Poor 
Law Commissioners architect, should be forthwith remedied, and that, to carry this object 
into effect, the architect be requested to take such measures as he may deem requisite, 
with as little delay as possible, first furnishing the Guardians with an estimate of the probable 
expense. r 

Notes by Architect. 

Mr. Sweeny will attend at Celbridge to-morrow with estimates that have been 
obtained. 

6 September 1842. Ggg ^ 

Made specification and estimate, and attended the Guardians, who considered it better to 
defer doing any thing except the well till the following spring of 1843. 

19 October 1842. Ggg> yy 



Minute of Guardians, 14th September 1842. 

(No. 11637 J). 42.) 

The clerk having laid before the Board a specification from the Commissioners’ architect 
of works required to be executed at the workhouse, but without any estimate of the expense 
accompanying same, 

Resolved, That we are therefore unable to determine whether the said works ought or 
ought not to be commenced. 

Having carefully inspected the entrance piers and walls now in progress of building, 

Resolved, 
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Note by Architect, 19th October 1842. Celbndge Union 

Attended and arranged the piers accordingly. 

Geo. W. 

Resolution of Guardians, 9th November 1842 

(No. 14886 D. 42.) 

b ra*’ Ki'iW 8 the r<x ™ ,,ilh C "<°» *■*■> one-and-a- 

,4:.sTe e ^ a- 

“Jhe'r ZF* def ' CiendC5 ' lh6 B °" d ° f 

Commissioners’ Reply, 22d November 1842 

the account of the Guardians with the treasurer oHhe Union P the Credlt of 



CLOGHEEN UNION. 

(No. 2450 D. 40.) Rbsolu ™» of Guardians, 12th May 1840. 

for^eS 

Commissioners' Reply, 15th May 1840. 

- - ro “ ed - ci ^» 

(No. 6835 D. 41 ) Of Guardians, 26th July 1841. 

“an 1 to t he ^ ° f * hB 

to order the clerk of the works to build a substantiafone’ ? Commi ™»« 

Note by Architect, 31 st July 1841. 

WefacTLrf"" “ aS bee ” direC,ed ‘° W ““ di,ch “<>“6 «•« f-e of 4e work- 



(No. 11413 D 41 ) Resolijtion of Guardians, 13th December 1841. 
IbaHra^eviV.'a^-**' nttention of the Poor Law Commissioners be called to the W time 
tte requested to expedite th^o^nii^ of ^e same^thout delajn wor ^^ ouse > and that they 
T Commissioners’ Reply, 28th December 1841. 

■?**?* th< ? we fr ° m time to time ■«* steps as 
with a view to the contractor*!' ^ ? e w ? rk ? ;and further “■tntetions have been given 
6 contractor s co.nplet.ng the building with as little delay as possible. 

K 2 Resolution 
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72 CORRESPONDENCE between the POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS and 
Resolution of Guardians, 20th September 1841. 

(No. 8628 D. 41.) 

That James K. Fahy’s tender to supply the bedsteads, tables and forms required in the 
workhouse of this Union for the sum of 72/. 17 s. be accepted. 



Resolution of Guardians, 10th January 1842. 

(No. 403 D. 42.) 

That the tables, forms and bedsteads made by James K. Faby for the workhouse of this 
Union are not conformable to the specifications, being composed of unseasoned materials, 
knotty, and badly executed. 

Note by Architect, 18th January 1842. 

A report directed to be made by the clerk of works has been received, and the work is 
stated to be unsatisfactory ; and I recommend that no payment is made for it until it is 
executed in a proper ana workmanlike manner, and with good, seasoned materials, and 
that the Guardians are informed accordingly, as they have, I believe, contracted with 
Mr. Fahy, whose prices were very low. 

The clerk of works has been communicated with, and will be able to report to the 
Guardians how far the contractor has remedied the articles, or replaced those that are 
objectionable. 

J Geo. W. 

Note. — A letter was addressed by the Commissioners to the Guardians, in accordance 
with the architect’s observations, 25th January 1842. 



Resolution of Guardians, 4th April 1842. 

(No. 4160 D. 42.) 

That Mr. Fahy, contractor for the tables, forms and bedsteads for the workhouse, be paid 
the sum of 50/. on account, withholding the balance until the Commissioners’ architect shall 
have certified that the work has been executed according to the specification. 



Note by Architect, 7th May 1842. 

Directed Mr. Ryan, when at Clogheen, to survey the house and furniture. 

Geo. W. 



Resolution of Guardians, 18th July 1842. 

(No. 8893 D. 42.) 

That the Poor Law Commissioners be inquired of whether the contractor is bound to cure 
the chimneys of the workhouse, which smoke, and also that they be requested to order the 
contractor to stop the leakages in the workhouse. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 22d July 1842. 

With reference to the state of the chimneys and the alleged leakages in the workhouse, 
the Commissioners desire to state, that they will forthwith communicate with their architect 
on the subject. 

Note by the Architect. 

Attended to. ^ e0, ^ 



Letter from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners, 25th July 1842. 

(No. 9197 D. 42.) 

I am directed to request your attention to the state of the pump in the workhouse of this 
Union, the same being unable to supply the house with water. 

Note by Architect, 13th August 1842. 

On the 27th I inspected the pump, and found it in excellent order ; but the pipe leading 
from pump to cistern had burst under the surface of the ground, and was at the time of my 
inspection being repaired. 

Geo. W. 



Resolution 
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Resolution of Guardians, 22d August 1842. 

(No. 10532 D. 42.) 

That the clerk do state to the Poor Law Commissioners, that the pipe for conveying water 
from the force-pump is too thin, and utterly unfit for the use for which it was intended, and 
that he request the Poor Law Commissioners to direct some competent person to inspect 
the pipe, in order to ascertain whether it is conformable to specification. 



I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Clogheen Union. 



Commissioners' Answer, 25th August 1842. 

The Commissioners desire to state that the attention of the architect has been called to 
the matter. 

Note by Architect, 26th August 1842. 

I have myself examined the pipe, and found it of good thickness generally, but it was 
thin at the place it burst, and I am of opinion it will be better to remove it, and put one of 
greater strength, and the contractor has been informed accordingly. 

Geo. W. 



Letter from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners, 6th September 1842. 

(No. 11230 D. 42.) 

I am directed to request that you will be pleased to order the ventilation of the infirmary 
required by the m edical officer. 

Note . — The architect reported, that on an inspection of the building, the master was 
informed, that by attention to the ventilators, it was considered sufficient ventilation 
would be found ; and that it would be better to wait for the present, before making any 
change. 



Letter from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners, 8th November 1842. 

(No. 14774 D. 42.) 

I am directed respectfully to inform you, that very serious inconvenience is felt in the 
workhouse of this Union from the want of water, the well which supplied the pump being 
quite dry, and the pump itself out of order. 

Note by Architect, 21st November 1842. 

The contractor promises to do what is required to the well and pump forthwith. 

Geo. W. 



Minute of Guardians, 13th March 1843. 

(No. 5256 D. 43.) 

The following orders of the Poor Law Commissioners were laid before the Board, and 
directions given thereon, as follows : — • 

Order of the Poor Law Commissioners, authorizing and requiring the Board to borrow an 
additional sum of 950 1. Ordered that the report of the committee appointed to examine 
and report on the contractor’s account for the building of the workhouse be received and 
adopted. That a copy of the report be transmitted to the Poor Law Commissioners, and 
that two hundred copies of it be printed and circulated throughout the Union. 



Report of a Committee of the Board of Guardians of the Clogheen Union appointed 
to examine and report on the Contractor’s Account for the Erection of the Clogheen 
Union Workhouse : — 



We, your committee, to whom was referred the contractor’s accounts for building the 
workhouse, See. have carefully examined them, and the account of expenses incurred, as 
furnished us by the Poor Law Commissioners, and find the statement on which they ground 
their application for a further loan of 950 1., to be as follows : — 



Amount of original contract ------ 

Works not included therein - - - - - 

Paid for ironmongery, of which we have received no particulars 
Clerks of works’ salaries, &c. ------ 

Compensation to tenants ------ 

Advertisement - -- -- -- - 

Law-costs --------- 



Carried forward - 

«3 



5,230 - - 
1,525 13 11 
79 12 - 

235 - 3 
34 4 - 

1 10 - 
40 1 - 



7,146 1 2 
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£■ s. d. 

Brought forward - - - 7,146 l 2 

To which is added, — 

For payment of account for cementing - - - - _ . 100 -- 

For contingencies as solicitor’s fees for preparation of deed of charge, 
and to make even sums, Exchequer hills not being negotiated of less 
value than 50/. - 43 77 



Deduct, — 

Amount of original loan - 
Interest on Exchequer bills, &c. 



• £.6,200 - - 
139 8 9 



The matters to which we think it necessary to call the attention of the Board are the fol- 
lowing: — 

1 . The estimate above of contingencies as solicitor’s fee in preparation of deed of cham-e, 

&e. being 43 /. 7 s. 7 d., while the cost of preparing two former deeds of charo-e was only 
10 /. 10 s. each. ° 3 

2. The charge for cementing, &c. 100 /. 

3. Two payments to Kivas 'fully, for superintending the application of cement, amounting 
to 13/. 13s. lid. 

4. 'Hie various payments to the different clerks of the works in addition to their salaries 
with the particulars of which we have not been furnished. 

5. That in the estimate which was submitted to this Board, on which the application for 
the first loan was grounded, the cost of fittings and other works not provided for by the 
contract was put down at 500 /., and that the account for those works, &c. amounts to 
more than three times that sum, say 1,525/. 13s. 11<Z., not including 79 /. 12s. paid for 
ironmongery. This great discrepancy naturally leads to a close inspection of this account, 
and herein we are surprised at charges for such a number of matters, which we would have 
supposed included in the contract for any such building, attached to most of which are 
charges for “ breaking holes through walls, making up ditto,” &c . ; but it is obvious many 
of those are deviations from the original, by which a shameful waste of the funds of the 
Union has been incurred, which would throw discredit on the projectors, were this the only 
house of the kind they ever undertook to have built ; but when we, consider they have 
been building fac-similes of it by scores through the land, and that this was by no means 
among the first completed, we are at a loss how to express our surprise. 

We also consider the rates charged for the extra work done very extravagant, and far above 
what is usually paid in this neighbourhood ; but we fear there is little use in complaining, for 
the contractor’s account has already been reduced 421 /. 5s. 3d. 

However, we think, in justice, the various sums which we have paid for repairing the pumps 
and pipes (which are still constantly requiring repair) should be allowed us. 

The charges for those articles in the account are 104/. 0s. Id. 

6. We also find the following charges : — £. s. d. 

For 311 perches extra mason-work in foundation, &c. at os. per perch 77 15 8 

For 91 perches of an useless ditch at 4s. per perch - - - - 18 4 - 

For extra charge for gangways - - - - - - - 84 169 

For extra cost of flooring master’s and matron’s rooms - - - 1116 

For cost of partition in dining-hall - -- -- -- 2176 

For cost of belfry --------- - 13 10- 

For cut stone in eight mullion windows and two towers I £.145 10 4 

For setting ditto, extra sashes, &c. - - - - 17 16 - 



From which there has been deducted 

Net extra charge for these ornaments 
Letters and numbers, at 1 d. each - 
320 feet of eave-stools, at 8d. 



£.145 


10 


4 


17 


16 


~ 


163 


6 


4 


27 


■2 


6 



The price in Clonmel is 4\ d., and the minor charges for bolts, 8cc. appear in proportion. 
’. In Kitchen and Wash-house : 

11 perches of mason-work - - - - - - - - 2 15 - 

66 perches of brick-work - - - - - - - - 3 2 36 

Fire-brick and block - - - 3 15- 

Carried forward ---£.; 38 13 6 
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Cost of boilers - - - - ■ 

Curbing ditto - 

Covers for ditto - 

Iron doors, frames, dampers, &c. for ditto 
6 brass cocks - 

Flanges, bolts, nuts, handles, &c. for ditto - 



Brought forward - 



From which there has been deducted - - - _ . _ 23 17 lo 

Leaving the net cost of boilers - - - - _ _ £ 124 194 

^rately temS ’ nC * U< * e tke toiler * n the probationaiy ward, which is charged for 

8. For eight stoves, including guards, &c. 102/. 7 s. 4d. 

We beg to remark, these stoves have been condemned in Mr, Nicholls' report,' and have 
been ordered away by this Board. r 

9. For front wall and gates, with the mason-work, at 5 s. per perch, 124 /. 9s. 3d. 

10 . For extra excavation and levelling, in consequence of change of site, 92/. 10s. 

This charge we would recommend the Board to protest against altogether, as the change 
of site was only lo feet backwards, and for what reason made was never explained to this 
Board ; but it appears to us that, by the Act of Parliament, this Board is left little discretion 
m the case, and that it is imperative on us to provide whatever funds the Poor Law Com- 
missioners may choose thus to squander, however deeply we may regret the oversight of the 
Legislature in investing them with such unconstitutional powers. 

We therefore recommend. 

That the Board of Guardians should respectfully request the Poor Law Commissioners 
again to examine those accounts, calling their particular attention to the charges above spe- 
cified, with a view of having, if possible, some further deduction made therefrom. 



riI , , Samuel William Barton. 

Clogheen, 13 March 1843. James Mulcahy. 

Joshua Fennell. 

. p S We wish it to be distinctly understood, that we are by no means prepared to sanc- 
tion many other charges which we have not remarked upon. 

To the Board of Guardians, Clogheen Union. 

Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

, 29th July 1843. 

Referring to the report of the committee of the Board of Guardians of the Clogheen 
Lmon, appointed to examine and report on the contractor’s account for the erection of the 
workhouse of that Union, I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to state, that the 
matter has been referred to their architect, and has received their most careful consideration 
and I am to forward, for the information of the Board of Guardians, the enclosed copy of the 
remarks of their architect on the several matters adverted to by the committee. 

With regard to the amount inserted for contingencies, I am to state, that the cost of the 
preparation of deeds of security to the Public Works Loan Commissioners, is regulated 
according to a fixed scale ; and the sum required under that head is not with the view of 
paymg any greater amount of costs than on other occasions, but simply to cover any small 
items of expenditure, and, as stated in the account, “ to make even sum,” Exchequer bills 
not being negotiated of less value than 30 /. Should there be any surplus after the final 
closing of the building account, it can be repaid to the Exchequer Loan Commissioners in 
part reduction of the capital debt; and as the Guardians will not be required to pay interest 
on the loan for some years to come, no loss will be sustained on this account, 
n Commissioners trust that the explanations now given will be satisfactory to the 
oard of Guardians, and that they will now take the necessary steps for raising the addi- 
tional loan required. 

_. I am, 8tc. 

lo the Clerk to the Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Clogheen Union. 

Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 

Architect’s observations in explanation of the statement of the Board of Guardians of the 
^logheen Union, with reference to the items in contractor’s account for the erection of the 
workhouse : — 

, ™” 1 °"S e , r y account is not usmlly sent; a copy of it will be supplied by Mr. 
Hopper, in order to be sent to the Guardians. 3 

it vL c T!,e t ^ em , en , t V° rk "' as d ? ne for the protection of the building in the exposed aspects : 
was not included in original contract, or the amount of it would have been proportionably 
1 K 4 increased; 
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I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints.) 

Clogheen Union. 



Coleraine U nion. 



increased ; it was not necessary, owing to improper work, or it would not have been 
allowed for ; it was considered necessary, and was done in accordance with a resolution of 
the Board of Guardians of the 18th February 1842, No. 2102 D. 42. 

3. Payment to Mr. Tully for services as clerk of works, superintending some works last 
executed, being chiefly the cement work, in order to get it properly executed. 

4. The dates of the payments made to the clerk of works show the periods for which 
they are paid, and nothing further can explain it, I think. 

5. The prices stated by the Guardians to be extravagant and much beyond the usual 
prices, are by the contractor much complained of as being too low ; they are considered 
only fair prices. 

The repairs of the pump, &c. must necessarily arise from time to time, and the contractor 
cannot be called on to do them. The contractor did not leave some of the staunching 
work of the large pump in a satisfactory state, but he was required to remedy it. 

6. 7, 8, 8t 9. These are works which were chiefly carried out for the greater convenience 
of the building, or for the additional ventilation, or were necessary for completing the 
fixtures. The gangways were an arrangement adopted to save the expense of the bedsteads, 
as in all other houses. The prices allowed for the boilers, and alluded to by the Guardians, 
are complained of by the contractor as being much, and improperly, reduced in price. 

The stoves were considered by the Commissioners as the best arrangement, and the con- 
tractor has been paid only a fair price for them. 

The price of the front wall and gates is considered a fair price, and not too high. 

10. The excavation for which the contractor is allowed, is a quantity which was calculated 
according to the depth of the cutting, and is what the contractor, under the terms of his 
contract, is considered to be fairly entitled to. The site originally selected was in a different 
position. 

Generally the account has been carefully examined, and there appears no good or suffi- 
cient grounds for disturbing any portion of it. The Guardians wish to have a reduction 
made on it, and the contractor unwillingly receives the adjustment of it from the opposite 
cause, namely, that it has been too much reduced. 

20 July 1843. Geo. Wilkinson. 



COLERAINE UNION. 



Communication from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners. 

(No. 2352 D. 42.) 

Sir, Coleraine, 26th February 1842. 

I beg that you will lay before the Poor Law Commissioners the following copy of a minute 
of the furnishing committee of the Guardians at their meeting on the 24tn instant : — 

“ The committee cannot help remarking on the bad state of the plaster in the board- 
room and clerk’s office, and that the composition of the floors is opening in several places.” 

I have, &c. 

Arthur Moore, esq. Edw* Fleming. 

Chief Clerk, Poor Law Commission. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 2d March 1842. 

Relative to the state of the plaster in the board-room and clerk’s office, and to the com- 
position of the flooring, the Commissioners desire to state, that the attention of their archi- 
tect has been directed thereto. 

Note by Architect, 28th May 1842. 

These works have been remedied under the direction of the clerk of works, excepting the 
composition of the flooring, which has received every attention from the clerk of works up 
to this time. 

Geo. W. 

Note. — An assistant architect was afterwards sent to inspect the works. 



Minute 
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J. 

Minute of Guardians, 2d July 1842. Workhouses 

(No. 8229 D. 42.) “ (Complaints). 

Read the minutes of the visiting committee at their meeting on the 29th ultimo. - — 

Resolved, That the clerk do communicate to the Poor Law Commissioners, that the ven- Coleraine Union, 
tilators in the roof do admit the rain, as reported by the visiting committee. 

Note .— Referred for the immediate attention of the architect, who afterwards inspected 
the workhouse. 

Minute of Guardians, 9th July 1842. 

(No. 8492 D. 42.) 

The visiting committee having reported to the Board that the nursery of the workhouse 
is too small, and the medical officer having also 6ent in a statement to the same effect, 

Resolved, That the statements of the visiting committee and the medical officer be laid 
before the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Enclosure accompanying the foregoing. 

Gentlemen, 8th July 1842. 

I beg leave to request your attention to the nursery in the workhouse, which is quite in- 
sufficient for accommodating the mothers and children at present in the house ; also to the 
dormitory, No. 3, which, from its inefficient ventilation, is injurious to the health of the 
persons sleeping therein. 



To the Board of Guardians, 
Coleraine Union. 



T . H . Babin g ton , m. d. 



Reply of the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

The Poor Law Commissioners desire to state, that if the nursery accommodation, which 
was provided according to a similar plan and to a similar extent to that adopted in other 
workhouses of like size, be considered by the Board of Guardians to be insufficient for the 
number of inmates of the class it is intended for in the Coleraine Workhouse, they recom- 
mend that some other room, as, for instance, the infirm day-room, should be used for the 
purpose, and the nursery be converted into a day-room. 

With respect to the dormitory, the Commissioners consider that all the sleeping-rooms 
will be found sufficiently ventilated if the means provided and intended to be used be made 
available for that purpose. 

Resolution of Guardians, 13th August 1842. 

(No. 10256 D. 42.) 

That the Commissioners be informed that the bell of the workhouse is cracked, and that 
the master knows nothing of the cause, and the Guardians request the Commissioners to 
inform them as to how it is to be repaired. 

The master having reported that there are several panes of glass broken in the windows 
of the workhouse. 

Resolved, That the visiting committee be requested to inquire into the cause, and report 
to the Board. 1 

That the visiting committee be requested to inquire into the cause of the crack in the 
workhouse bell. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 27th August 1842. 

With reference to the resolution requesting to be informed how the workhouse bell (which 
is cracked) is to be repaired, the Commissioners desire to state, that the best course will be 
to remove it, and obtain a new one, as the metal of the old one will be available for the 
purpose of paying a considerable portion of the expense of another, an estimate of the cost 
of which should be obtained. 



Communication from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners, 13th September 1842. 
(No. 11603 D. 42.) 

I beg leave most respectfully to call your attention to the following minute of the Board 
of Guardians of the Coleraine Union at their meeting on the 3d instant, and to solicit your 
answer at your earliest convenience : 

Ordered, That the clerk do write to the Poor Law Commissioners, requesting them to 
lay the state of the boilers in the workhouse before. Mr. Wilkinson, their architect, that the 
same may be remedied as speedily as possible. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 16th September 1842. 

The Commissioners desire to state, that the attention of the architect will be called to the 
Matter on his return to Dublin, which is expected in a few days. 

Note by Architect, 22d November 1842. 

Attended to. Q eo _ w . 
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78 CORRESPONDENCE between the POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS and 
Minutes of Guardians, 17th September 1842. 

(No. 11923 D. 42.) 

Read the minutes of the visiting committee at their meeting on Thursday the 15th instant 
in which they state .... that it would be advisable to have some more convenient 
way of introducing water into the infirmary, in order to prevent so much intercourse amone 
the inmates of that part of the establishment with that of the main body of the house as 
prevails at present. 

Resolved, That the minutes of the visiting committee now read be approved and adopted 
Referred to the architect, 21st September 1842. 



Minutes of Guardians, 22d October 1842. 

(No. 14060 D. 42.) 

Resolved, That the tender of Mr. Alexander Millar for conducting the water from the 
kitchen-pipe into the infirmary, by pipes through the dining-hall and the recess between the 
surgery and nurse’s room, agreeably to the suggestion of the visiting committee, be accepted 
at 4/. Is. 6d. 

* Ordered, That the clerk do call the attention of the Commissioners to the state of the 
ventilators in the roof, which admit the rain. 

t Resolved, That the clerk do invite tenders and plans for the elevation of the kitchen and 
laundry chimneys, they being at present so low that the clothes cannot be dried on the 
lines in the yard, on account of the blowing down of the smoke, which is also injurious to 
the health of the inmates. 

Architect’s Notes. 

* The clerk of works from Ballycastle has been directed to examine and do what is neces- 
sary to the ventilators. 

2 November 1842. Geo. W. 

f Approved by the Commissioners by letter. 

8 November 1842. 



Minute of Guardians, 4th March 1843. 

(No. 4649 D. 43.) 

The master having made an application to the Board to have a door made from the 
potato-store into the kitchen-yarn, in order to avoid much of the filth which at present 
prevails in the house from carrying the potatoes through it, and also that a shed for working 
in be made in the same yard, 

Resolved, That tenders be invited for doing the same, subject to the approval of the 
Commissioners. 



CORK UNION. 



Letter from the Clerk of the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 10979 D.41.) 

Sir, Cork, 29th November 1841. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians of this Union to request the immediate attention 
of the Commissioners to a report of a committee who have inspected the new workhouse, a 
copy of such report being inserted in the minutes forwarded herewith. 

I have, &c. 

Arthur Moore, esq., Chief Clerk. K. A. Deane, Clerk of Union. 

Report referred to in the foregoing. 

The committee appointed by the Board of Guardians on the 22d instant to inspect the 
furniture of the present workhouse, with a view to its transference to the new workhouse, and 
to provide any needful furniture, utensils, or other necessaries which may be required, return 
the following as their report : — 

Your committee having inspected the new workhouse report that the following articles 
will be required,- — 

in the Wash-house: — Drying-horses, clothes-baskets, soap-box, lines for hanging 
clothes. 

In the Kitchen : — Baskets, size of coppers, for boiling potatoes, and false bottoms for 
coppers ; potato-nets of 4 lb., 3 lb. and 2 lb. each. 

In the Provision Stores : — Large bread-knife on cut board of mahogany, or other tough 
wood. 

Generally : — Fire-irons and fenders to all the fire-places, coal-boxes, hearth or short 
brushes, lamps and burners for the house, slipper bath for infirmary, branding irons f° r 
wood, wheelbarrows, handbarrows, shovels, spades. 

In the Board-room : — Table, made of white deal, 1| inch thick, covered with green baize> 
and 5-inch turned oak legs, set in about 9 inches from the edge of the table; hat rails; mat, 
to cover the entire board-room ; two umbrella stands ; seat along the wall from the door 
towards the top of the room. 

In 
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In the Clerk’s Office:— Press made into an alphabet ; a small alphabet, with drawers 
underneath ; round table in centre, covered with green baize, same as board-room • two 
skeleton desks, covered with leather. 

Your committee further report the following suggestions, and recommend them to the 
consideration of the Board ; viz. 

They consider the present walls between the boys’ and girls’ yards too low, they being 
only at present about four feet high, and recommend that they be immediately raised to a 
proper height, to prevent conversation or noise between them. 

They recommend that the floor of the potato-store be laid down with brick. They 
further recommend that the present entrance from the yards of idiots’ and lunatic wards to 
the workhouse be stopped up, and that an entrance be made through one of the lunatic cells 
to the infirmary, cutting off all communication from the general wash-house of the infirmary 
with the inmates. J 

They recommend that water-closets be made in each dormitory, on some simple and 
cheap construction. 1 

They recommend that a wall of inclosure, of sufficient height, be built, to inclose the 
whole of the workhouse ground, and at that part bounding the Cork and Passage Road in 
front of the workhouse, as marked on the plan of the ground accompanying this report that 
• proper gate, with a comfortable lodge, be erected for the outer porter, to whom a small 
portion of the ground may be given as remuneration for the discharge of his duty. 

Your committee also recommend that the boundary line at the front ground be improved 
by inclosing the angle shown on the annexed survey, which, they conceive, will be a saving 
of expense, as the compensation required by the parties interested in it will be less than the 
walling in of the former line, and that the architect be requested to submit a plan of the 
contemplated entrance and approach from the public road to the workhouse. 

The committee cannot conclude this report without expressing their entire approbation of 
the excellent manner in which the contractor, Mr. Deane, has executed the buildings. 

(signed) Thomas Lyons. T. G. French, 
v \ r\ m i f,r • John Harley. Edward England. 

K.. A. Deane, Clerk of Union. John Cantillan. William Stavers. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Tkr> T 4, h December 1841. 

lne Boor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of the 
Board of Guardians of the Cork Union on the 29th ultimo, and, with reference to the report 
of the committee relative to the furniture of the workhouse, the Commissioners desire to 
state, that the Commissioners’ architect is preparing a plan and estimate to be laid before 



\ " -‘“j. ones., ror me lormer it is considered more 

advisable that the Guardians should obtain proposals. Closets of a self-acting and portable 
Construction have been found best adapted for the purpose. The contractor has been 
directed to lay the cellar-floors with brick to the extent considered necessary 



To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, 
Cork Union. 



By order of the Board, 

Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 



DONEGAL UNION. 



,. T Minute of Guardians, 9th February 1843. 

(No. 2536 D. 43.) J 

Resolved, That the attention of the Poor Law Commissioners’ architect be directed to 
Uie state of building, and especially to where the damp appears to enter, at the joining 
ltn the chimneys of the main building, and also to the portion of the western wing of the 
ouilding which has admitted the damp during the winter. 

Resolved, That as it would be satisfactory to the Board to have the workhouse inspected 
y a competent architect (previous to the time when Mr. Hammond will be relieved from 
1 responsibility as to his contract), to report whether the building has been properly built, 
n accordance with the specification and contract,— that the Poor Law Commissioners be 
quested to allow of the Board employing a person for that purpose ; the Board will report 
ine Boor Law Commissioners the name of the individual proposed to be so employed 
of tl! le D remu T nerat ‘ on to be given him, as well as the time of inspection, for the information 
tne Boor Law Commissioners’ architect, to attend, if he should think fit. 

L 2 Commissioners’ 
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8o CORRESPONDENCE bettceen the POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS and 
Commissioners’ Reply, 21st February 1843. 

The attention of the architect has been directed to the resolution relative to the state of 
the building. 

With reference to the resolution respecting the employment by the Board of Guardians 
of a competent architect, before the contractor is relieved from all responsibility as to his 
contract, to inspect the workhouse, and to report, for the satisfaction of the Board of 
Guardians, whether the building has been properly built, iu accordance with the specifica- 
tion and contract, I am to state that the Commissioners will not offer any objection to the 
course proposed. 

I am, &c. 

Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 



DROGHEDA UNION. 



Letter from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners. 



(No. 11694 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Drogheda, 16th September 1842. 

Mr. Disney, from the architect’s office, now here, for the purpose of making the neces- 
sary alterations in the yards, &c. of the workhouse, having had the plan of the sewers laid 
before him, and also his attention called to the actual number of sewers in existence and 
which does not correspond with the said plan, suggested the propriety of my statino- this 
fact, presuming that the contractor was bound by his agreement to complete the sewers as 
defined therein. If this be the case, and that he was not paid by measurement for the 
amount of work done in this department, it will be necessary to have this part of the work 
re-examined. 

I am, &c. 

Nicholas Whitwor th, Clerk of the Union. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



Note from Architect’s Assistant, 30tli September 1842. 

Mr. Disney marked on the plan referred to such of the sewers as were not in existence, 
and then sent it to this office. A plan has been made (and sent to the clerk to the Board 
of Guardians), showing what sewers are at present built, and what are required to be built. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, . 30th September 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners desire to state, in reference to your letter of the 16 th 
instant, relative to the sewers at the workhouse of the Drogheda Union, that the contractor 
has only been allowed for the quantity of drains executed at the workhouse. 



The Clerk to the Board of Guardians, 
Drogheda Union. 



By order of the Board, 

Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 



Resolution of Guardians, 1 st December 1842. 

(No. 16063 D. 42.) 

That it is the opinion of this Board, that the Commissioners be requested to send down 
an architect to view and report on the defective state of the house, sewers and yards, and 
that in the event of their not doing so within one month, that this Board be authorized to 
employ a proper person to do so. 

Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 5th December 1842. 

The immediate attention of the architect has been directed to the resolution relative to 
the state of the sewers and yards at the workhouse. 

Note by Architect, ?th December 1842. 

Read. — Great attention has been given to this house as regards the sewers, which have 
been from the first very much abused by the officers of the establishment. Mr. Doolin 
surveys the house this day. 

Geo. W. 



Resolutions 
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Resolutions of Guardians, 16th March 1843. Woikhouses 

(No. 5977 D. 43.) (Complaims] 

That it is the opinion of this Board, that the walls surrounding the workhouse are too 

low, and that, for the security of the premises, it is absolutely necessary that they be Drogheda Uni 
raised. 

That there is no wall surrounding the ground, and it is also desirable to have it inclosed 
by a wall of sufficient height. 

That, to effect these improvements, it will be necessary for the Commissioners to defray 
the expense in the first instance, as the rates are inadequate. 



NORTH DUBLIN UNION. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 4638 D. 40.) Office of Poor Law Guardians, North Dublin Union, 

Gentlemen, 20th August 1840. 

I am directed to forward for your information the following resolution of the Board of 
Guardians held yesterday : 

Resolved, That a letter be written to the Poor Law Commissioners expressing the dis- 
approbation of the Board at the manner in which the work in the infirmary ward was con- 
ducted by the contractors, the Messrs. Whelan, in removing the entire of two window-sashes 
before the ventilators were prepared, thereby leaving the ward open and the sick therein 
exposed to the severity of the weather; the Board in consequence would in future be 
desirous to employ such persons themselves as may be required to execute work of a similar 
kind. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, J. [I. Crean, Clerk of the Union. 

Dublin. 

Commissioners’ Reply. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, ■ 25th August 1840. 

The Poor Law Commissioner's have received your letter of the 20th instant, forwarding a 
copy of the resolution passed at a meeting of the Guardians held on the 19th instant, and 
they desire to state, that they have given no orders for ventilating the infirmary of the North 
Dublin Union Workhouse in the way referred to by that resolution. The Commissioners 
presume that the Messrs. Whelan were employed on this occasion by the Board of Guardians, 
m which case a minute of the transaction should appear in the minute book of the Union. 
Had the Board of Guardians suggested to the Commissioners the necessity of constructing 
ventilators in the sashes of the infirmary, or of any other part of the workhouse buildings, 
which would have been the more regular course, the Commissioners, in acting on the sug- 
gestion, would have endeavoured to guard against the negligence which has been noticed, 
not by any means improperly, with disapprobation by the Board of Guardians. 

Under the circumstances of the case, so far as the Commissioners are cognizant of them, 
it appears that blame attaches to those officers of the Union to whom the order was given to 
see the resolution of the Guardians duly carried into effect, and the more so as that degree 
of attention which might at all times be paid to every part of the workhouse was duly 
requisite to prevent the inconvenience or danger complained of. 

By order of the Board, 

The Clerk of the Guardians, W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 

North Dublin Union. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 4160 D. 41.) Office of Guardians, North Dublin Union, 

Gentlemen, nth May 1341. 

I beg to forward to you the following copy of a minute made by tlje Board of Guardians 
on the oth instant; the report to which it alludes, the chairman was requested to hand 
to you. A report from the committee appointed to inspect the entire of the workhouse, 
and to recommend to the Board such alterations as to them may appear necessary, having 
been read, it was resolved, 

“That the chairman be requested to communicate same to the Commissioners, in order 
that the subject may be fully brought before the Board on Wednesday next.” 



To the Poor Law Commissioners, 
Dubliu. 

6l6. 



I have, &c. 

J. II. Creau, Clerk of the Union. 
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Draft Report of the Committee appointed to inspect the several Departments of the Work- 

house, &c., and to suggest and recommend to the Board such Alterations and Improve- 
ments as may appear to them to he required. 

Hospital Department. 

Your committee are of opinion, that the accommodation is not sufficient, and, consequently 
the patients cannot be separated as fully as is desirable they should be, and of which the* 
medical officers justly disapprove. 

We recommend that the walls of front entrance (over apothecary’s shop, porter’s rooms 
and workshops) be raised, if practicable, to such a height as will be sufficient to obtain a 
range of apartments suited for hospital wards. 

We recommend that the windows in the kitchen, which now look into the front or outer 
court, be changed to the opposite side, and also that the present boilers be removed, and that 
much larger ones be substituted, and that pipes be laid to convey a supply of warm water 
to such parts of the house as can be, with more convenience, supplied from this kitchen 
than from the other. 

We recommend that a portion of this kitchen (it being of sufficient size to admit of it) 
be partitioned off for the use of the nurse in attendance at this kitchen. 

We recommend that the small room adjoining (but not communicating) be allocated for 
the purpose of removing dead bodies into, immediately after dissolution, preparatory to 
interment. It appears to your committee that shower-baths are required in this part of your 
establishment, and that the medical officers should be consulted as to the best description, 
and also as to the most desirable situations for placing them in, and, generally, upon the 
arrangements suggested in this department. 

We recommend that the workshops be removed into the interior of the workhouse, and 
that the room outside the entrance gate (formerly used as an office for the contractor) be 
fitted up for the use of the Board of Guardians when sitting to admit paupers, &,c. 

Should the recommendation of your committee be adopted as regards the raising of the 
walls over entrance gate, it will be necessary to allocate rooms for the porter’s use on the 
ground-floor, an alteration which your committee consider would be in other respects 
desirable. r 



The Kitchen Department. 

We recommend that the present boilers be removed, and that steam-boilers be substituted • 
that the ventilation be improved, and, if practicable, more light be admitted ; that a conve- 
nient scullery be built, no office of the kind being attached to the kitchen at present, the 
only place for preparing the potatoes, &c. being an open and ill-contrived shed ; however 
severe the weather, the paupers appointed to this work must be exposed to it ; that hot 
water be supplied by pipes to such parts of the workhouse as can with more convenience be 
supplied therefrom than from the kitchen attached to the hospital. 



Laundry Department. 

We consider the present laundry not only unfit for this purpose, but incapable by any 
alteration of being rendered a suitable office. We therefore recommend that a new laundry 
be built ; should the Board adopt this course, the business of the laundry will not be 
interrupted during the building; and we are of opinion that the present laundry might be 
subsequently altered, so as to be made available for an hospital for cases of an infectious 
nature, an arrangement which, it is submitted, would be most desirable, not only by affording 
the means of effectual separation in cases of decidedly infectious character, but by rendering 
additional accommodation, so much required by your medical officers. 

The gateway leading from the Canal into the workhouse grounds having been permanently 
closed, we recommend that the wall at the rere of the workhouse and near to the laundry 
be removed, by which the ventilation and light would be much improved in this part of the 
house. r 

School-rooms. 

That porches be erected to the doors of each of these rooms ; that the wall in the rere 
of the boys’ school-room be taken down and rebuilt at a greater distance in the garden, and 
thereby enlarge the yard attached, it being very confined, deficient in limitation, and con- 
sequently damp and unwholesome. 

Dining Halls. 

We recommend that an iron railing be placed at the east side (front door) of the female 
dining-hall, which would render the classification more perfect; and also that the opening at 
far side of the same hall be built up. 



Burial Ground. 

The inclosure has not yet been executed, which your committee are of opinion should be 
done forthwith. 

The following alterations have been made (or are in progress) by order of the Board, 
since your committee commenced their inspection, all of which, in their opinion, were judi- 
cious:— one of the day-rooms (unoccupied) about to be fitted up for the celebration of Pro- 
testant divine worship ; an alteration in female dining-hall, to render it more convenient for 

celebration 
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celebration of Roman Catholic Divine worship; the ward No. — , subdivided into three 
compartments ; a large entrance gate has been erected in the yard whicli leads to potato- 
stores. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 



Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Nortli Dublin 
Union. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

» Sir, 11th May 1841. 

With reference to your letter of this day, the Poor Law Commissioners desire to state, 
that they have seen a draft report of a committee appointed by the Board of Guardians of 

5 the North Dublin Union, to inspect the several departments of the workhouse, &c., and to 

1 suggest and recommend to the Board such alterations and improvements as may appear to 

them to be requisite. 

The Commissioners are desirous of rendering the workhouse in all respects effective, and 
are prepared to sanction the execution, from time to time, of all such works as may appear 
’ to be absolutely required for that purpose ; and they will instruct their architect, as soon as 
| he shall return to Dublin, to bestow his careful attention on the various suggestions con- 
tained in the report, and to supply them with such particulars and estimates as may guide 

> them in deciding whether it will be prudent to direct an additional outlay upon the premises 
which have been so recently completed. 

> By order of the Board, 

5 To the Clerk of the Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

> North Dublin Union. 



The Assistant Commissioner, Mr. Hall, having conferred with the Board of Guardians 
ou the subject, the following further letter was addressed to them by the Commissioners : 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 22d June 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration the report of a committee of the 
Board of Guardians of the North Dublin Union, “ appointed to inspect the entire of the work- 
house, and to recommend to the Board such alterations as to them may appear necessary 
and the Commissioners have now to state, with reference to that report, that the greater 
part of the works contemplated are of such a kind and of such magnitude, that the expense 
of executing them cannot legally or equitably be defrayed out of the current rates of the 
Union, but that they come within the provisions of the 35th and other sections of the Irish 
Poor Relief Act, whereby the Guardians of an Union are empowered, with the consent of the 
Commissioners, testified by their seal, to borrow money for the purposes therein specified, 
and charge the future rates of the Union with the re-payment thereof, so that the burden 
may be borne by successive rate-payers deriving the advantage of the outlay, instead of 
being cast exclusively upon the rate-payers of the particular time when the outlay is made. 

The greater part, if not all, of the proposed alterations and additions are such as can only 
be made upon the responsibility of the Commissioners, and by them ; for the Act only 
enables them to direct the Guardians to “ uphold ar.d maintain, to furnish and fit up any 
workhouse, and to provide the means of setting the poor to work therein it does not 
authorize them to delegate to the Guardians the duty of building, hiring, purchasing, 
enlarging or altering a workhouse, all which proceedings are by the 35th section entrusted 
to the Commissioners alone, in whom the premises are vested, and who arc nowhere empow- 
ered to shift that trust from themselves to any other party. Keeping these principles in 
view, the Commissioners have considered the various suggested alterations and enlargements 
of the workhouse, and the degree in which they would conduce to the efficiency of the insti- 
tution ; and they have come to the conclusion, that they would not be justified in carrying 
them into effect, if by so doing any additional burden were imposed upon the present or 
future rate-payers of the Union ; they must, therefore, at once withhold their consent to any 
new loan to be contracted for such purposes. 

It remains, therefore, to see what are the available resources of the Union, and how far they 
can be applied towards the attainment of the objects in view. 

The Board of Guardians have already borrowed of the Exchequer Loan Commissioners 
the sum of 8,000/., by which a charge of 400 l. a year has been attached to the rates of the 
Union for 20 years, together with interest for all that remains unpaid after 10 years of that 

E eriod : 6,898/. 19s. 8 d. has been already expended in adapting and fitting up the work- 
ouse, besides about 100/. now due for preparing a place for the celebration of Roman 
Catholic worship, so that a balance of about 1,100/. is applicable, and maybe laid out in 
works of a permanent character in the way which may appear to afford the greatest advan- 
tage to the Union. 

It has been reported to the Commissioners by their architect, that the cost of executing the 
works recommended by your committee, will exceed the sum above-named ; it is therefore 
unadvisable to embark at once in them all. The obvious course to be taken is to ascertain, 
as accurately as can be, the expense of each distinct portion of the works, and proceed with 
them consecutively, beginning wiih that which appears to be most needed ; with this view 
the Commissioners have given instructions to their architect to attend to the matter at the 
earliest opportunity ; but it is right that the Commissioners should inform the Guardians, that 
the architectural business of the commission is now excessively heavy, and that it causes 
great expense and inconvenience when the arrangements by which it was calculated that 
616. l 4 the 
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the operations of the commission in this department might be successively accomplished are 
disturbed by any recurring demand upon the time and attention of the architect for an esta- 
blishment which has once been bv the Commissioners declared fit for the reception of the 
destitute poor. The Commissioners are aware of the importance which attaches to the 
representations of the Board of Guardians, and allow weight to their experience ; they are 
however, prepared to bear the responsibility which may be connected with the administering 
relief for a time under circumstances of less convenience than perhaps might be, and with 
means less perfect than a large immediate outlay might make tnem. ° 

In the opinion of the Commissioners, the North Dublin Workhouse is now in all essential 
respects adequate to the purposes of the Union. By means of a very large outlay, it has 
been placed in such a state of commodiousness, that neither the Guardians nor their officers 
can find any serious difficulty in the management of it and its inmates, according to the Act 
of Parliament and the regulations. Of course, from time to time repairs will be necessary 
and comparatively small alterations and improvements may be effected without great 
expense. Several of the suggestions of your committee are of this kind, such as the porches 
to the school-rooms, the opening new windows in the hospital-kitchen, the scullery for pre- 
parnm the potatoes, and the removal of sundry walls, though it may fairly be questioned 
whether they are urgently required. The Commissioners can have no objection to the 
Guardians at once proceeding to carry out their views in these particulars, there bein«r 
available means for doing so. The conducting hot water to various parts of the premises in 
leaden pipes (a very expensive arrangement, which is to be found in but few of the best class 
of private residences), the Commissioners cannot consider to be necessary or suitable in a 
workhouse, and therefore they could not sanction any outlay of the public money in such a 
purpose. The increase of the hospital accommodation, which cannot be effected in the way 
proposed without sacrificing store-room, which must be provided elsewhere, and without 
considerable expense, is a very questionable improvement, and, in the opinion of the 
Commissioners, would hardly compensate for the outlay, it not being yet proved that the 
existing accommodation is insufficient for the average amount of diseased inmates of the 
workhouse. The erection of a new laundry and washhouse is the most important of all the pro- 
posed works, and for this, as well as the alteration of the gate buildings, the Commissioners 
must procure plans and specifications, with a minute estimate of the cost, before they com- 
mence !t It is for the Guardians to consider whether it is desirable to diminish the fund 
available for this purpose by beginning the other and lesser works, always bearing in mind 
the tendency that such detailed operations have to exceed the original estimate of their 
cost, or whether it will not be better to suspend fora time the whole of these works until the 
expense ol the whole can be ascertained ; the balance of their loan, which is lodged in the 
Rank of England, in the meanwhile will be increased by the interest which accrues to it so 
long as it remains unappropriated. Should the Board determine that it is necessary to com- 
mence the lesser works forthwith, the Commissioners will be glad to learn in what order the 
Guardians consider that it will be best to execute them. 



To the Clerk of the Guardians, 
North Dublin Union. 



By order of the Board, 

Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No. 6607 D. 41.) p oor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Gentlemen, . . 3d August 1841. 

,, e , °, or LaW j? m - 1SS10nCrs havin £ caused a surve y t0 be made of the building forming 
the '-Louse .nddrying-toom of the North Dublin Union Workhouse, it ha. been ascer- 
tamed that the building is sufficiently sound and durable to last for many years and will be 
sufficiently extensive for the establishment, with some changes in it, preLit app“pril lion 
Ihe following ,s what the Commissioners have to recommend Imder the ajvice and 
opinion of their architect, and they have directed a plan of the building, which will assist 
their explanation, to be sent herewith, for tile consideration of the Board of Guardians. 

The Commissioners recommend the following arrangements : 

it hfiSj ™ al ° f .‘ he n *S W ' fr0m the t » 0, "r ,>Ver the P rasent was h'house ; and, should 
lubt a shed rf 'n d r“ f » straw, which the Commissioners 

ThTw % b . C 6 d r ° r Jliaf pnnrose against the walls of adjoining premises. 
P ,eseilt straw-room to be fitted up and used as a drying-room. 

no with tmJf x™ 1 fol j'" s 'T a to . b « y con P i <= d asan additional wash-house, to be fitted 
up with trays, &c., and supplied with hot and cold water. 

4th. L he present hypocaust and boilers to be removed, and a steam-boiler substituted 
fpr the purposes both of heating the drying-room and supplying „ greatel ^qnanthy of 

hot water than can be obtained at present 8 4 } 

sth. For the purpose of improving the ventilation, the Commissioners propose to make 
openings m the walls of the present as well as the intended wash-honse, opposite to toc 
of ^Tl Ufdth when required : the openings to be constructed 

of equal width with the present windows, and about two feet high, to be placed close to 
the ceiling, and the outside to be protected with wirework. ° 

Should 
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Should the execution of these works be decided on, a contract may be obtained for the 
builder s work, and another contract for the steam-apparatus and lead-work and the Com 
miss.onerswill direct their architect to prepare the necessary particulars for these contracts * 
With reference to the proposed substitution of a steam-apparatus in the place of the 
boilers now m use in the kitchen, the Commissioners have to state, that, looking to the sim- 
plicity and efficiency of the present mode of cooking, the expense and trouble” that would 
now be inclined m replacing It with any other, and the liability of steam machinery to cause 
difficulty by getting out of order, and tin extent to which it would still be necesiry to use 
boilere, after the adoption of steam, they are not prepared to act upon the suggestion of the 
committee of your Board in this particular, until they are more fully informed of the advan- 
tages which.it is alleged, would result from the change. 

With reference to the other suggested alterations and additions, the Commissioners will 

may poiot «• to lhe — 



To the Chairman and Board of Guardians, 
North Dublin Union. 



By order of the Board, 



Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 



Letter from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

No. 7186 D. 41.) Office of Guardians, North Dublin Union, 

Gentlemen 7th August 1841. 

1 beg to inform you, the following Resolutions were passed by the Board of Guar- 
dians on the 4th instant; viz. 

Resolved, That, in reference to the Commissioners’ observations on our building report the 
erection of a new laundry was recommended by this Board with a view to convert the present 
wash-house into an hospital for infectious cases, there being at present no means of providing 
hospital accommodation distinct from the great mass of building, which is of necessity fullv 
occupied by the paupers generally. 3 3 

The alteration of the present wash-house will be attended with considerable expense • and 
it it be necessary to take any steps to prevent the spread of infection in the workhouse in 
case of fever breaking out, we are at a loss to know where, in our premises, a distinct hos- 
pital can be so well established as in the yard where the wash-house stands, distinct from 
other l^ddi ' *^ inS * whereaS ' the new laundl 7 maybe built immediately adjoining the 

Resolved, That no more building works be sanctioned by this Board until the plans and 
estimates for the same shall have been approved by a competent architect of their own 
selection, it required, and the contracts and proposals submitted to their inspection. 

I have, &c. 

t .L n 1 J- H. Crean, Clerk of the Union. 

lo the roor Law Commissioners, 

Dublin. 

Commissioners’ Reply. 

g jr Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th instant 
forwarding a copy of a resolution of the Board of Guardians of the North Dublin Union’ 
passed on the fith instant, relative to certain alterations proposed in the workhouse. 

The Commissioners desire to state that they feel much regret that their sugoested plan for 
enlarging and improving the wash-house and laundry is not satisfactory tothe Board of 
Uuardians. J 

The Commissioners on their part, are not prepared lo acquiesce in tho views of the 
Guardians as to the alleged necessity for incurring the expense of a new building upon 
the contingency oi fever breaking out and prevailing in the workhouse, an event which 
as the Commissioners are informed, has not occurred in the institution during the last twenty 
years; the Commissioners therefore can only repeat their conviction that it would hi 
inconsistent with their duty to require or authorize the contracting of a new loan and 
declare their madness to dispose of the balance of the former loans in the manner pointed 
out in their letter of the 3d instant. p u 

By order of the Board, 

To Clerk of the Guardians, Trttar Moor cl|ief Clerl 

North Dublin Union. 



Conhc nication from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners. 
Gentlemen’ ' 0ffi " ° f G 7* a ” s - No '* Union, 

on ilie 'l 1th instant ** f ° IIoWin S co l jies of resolutions passed by the Board of Guardians 

Resolved, 
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Resolved, That the Poor Law Commissioners having refused to allow the alteration of 
the wash-house, so as to form a detached ward for infectious fever cases, we shall 
endeavour to make some arrangement with the Fever Hospital in Cork-street for such 
cases as may arise in the workhouse, so as to prevent the spread of contagion in this 
house, which, notwithstanding the Commissioners' letter, we cannot expect to be exempt 
from, a case having occurred since Monday, which has been followed by the death of 
the patient, and has been reported by the medical officers as most malignant. 

Resolved, That a case of fatal malignant fever having occurred this week in the North 
Dublin Workhouse, the same be reported to the Commissioners, with a request that they 
will re-consider their letter of the 11th instant, relative to erecting a separate fever ward, 
the medical officers having found it necessary to remove several patients from their beds 
in the ward in which the case of fever occurred. 

# * * # * 



I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, J. H. Crean, Clerk of the Union. 

Dublin. 



Minute of Guardians, 10th November 1841. 

(No. 10426 D. 41.) 

Extract from Medical Officer’s Report. 

The number both of male and female lunatics has increased so much latterly, that it is 
necessary the attention of the Board should be again called to the want of proper accom- 
modation for this class : their want of sleep, and noisy habits at night, their treacherous 
and violent conduct in the day, require that they should be separated entirely from the rest 
of the inmates, even were there no hopes of a recovery being effected in any of them ; 
but this is far from being the ease were they placed under active treatment and efficient 
management : at present it is impossible to render them justice, from the manner in which 
they are disposed of. On the male side of the house, there is no accommodation whatever 
provided for them. 

Ordered, That the clerk refer the above report to the Commissioners, and request their 
advice and assistance. 

Note by Mr. Hall, Assistant Commissioner, 16 th November 1841. 

I have written to direct the clerk to procure from the master of the workhouse, and for- 
ward to 'the Commissioners a return of the persons of unsound mind now in the work- 
house, specifying their respective ages, their sex, and the nature of their insanity. 



Resolution of Guardians, 5th January 1842. 

(No. 255 D. 42.) 

That inasmuch as the Poor Law Commissioners have refused to sanction our proposal to 
fit up a fever hospital in a place detached from the other parts of this workhouse, as will 
appear in a report made to this Board on the 5th May last, and transmitted to the Poor Law 
Commissioners on the 11th of May by a select committee appointed to inspect and report 
upon such improvements and alterations in the establishment that might be necessary ; 

The Poor Law Commissioners have, in their communication of the 22d June, stated, that 
this alteration is not absolutely necessary, and a “ questionable improvement.” This Board 
therefore will not be responsible for the consequences, in the event of any serious epidemic 
or contagious disease breaking out in this large and crowded workhouse. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 11th January 1842. 

In reference to the resolution relative to the proposal made by the Board of Guardians to 
fit up a fever hospital, the Commissioners desire to state, that they have no intention of 
holding the Board of Guardians responsible for more than the due and diligent employment 
of all such means as they have at their disposal for preserving or restoring the health of the 
inmates of the workhouse. 



Minute of Guardians, 19th January 1842. 

(No. 790 D. 42.) 

A copy of the report made by Dr. Duncan on the subject of ventilation to be forwarded 
to the Commissioners, with a request that they will have the entire of the wards inspected 
by a competent architect, and ventilators placed wherever necessary, and on the most im- 
proved manner, for which work the Board will discharge the expense. 

Extract from Doctor Duncan’s Report. 

As to ventilation, Doctor Duncan begs to say, that he does not feel himself sufficiently 
experienced in the details of such matters to undertake so great a responsibility, but he 

will 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



the GUARDIANS OF UNIONS relative to POORHOUSES (IRELAND). 87 

will be happy to give his assistance in the matter to any architect or other experienced Workhouses 
person the Board may choose to appoint for the purpose. (Complaints). 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. North .Dublin 

Union. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

_, Sir > r _ . . , 1st February 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the 
Board of Guardians of the North Dublin Union on the 19th ultimo, and, with reference to 
the resolution relative to the ventilation of the wards of the workhouse, the Commissioners 
desire to state, that they have instructed their architect to inspect the workhouse, with the 
view of ascertaining what steps it is necessary should be taken, and they request the 
opinion of the Guardians as to which of the wards require provision to be made in this 
respect. 

T «i. m 1 st .>• By order of the Board, 

1 o the Clerk of the Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

North Dublin Union. 



, T ^ Minute of Guardians, 26th January 1842. 

(No. 1077 D. 42.) y 

The master having reported to the Board that one of the kitchen boilers has become 
mrnt lor use, m consequence of common bricks having been used in setting the boiler, 
mstead of fire-bricks, the report was ordered to be referred to the Poor Law Commissioners, 
that their attention may be drawn to the circumstance, with a view of calling on the con- 
tractor to repair the damage. 

Note by Mr. Hall, Assistant Commissioner, 5th February 1842. 

The boilers have been inspected by Mr. Wilkinson ; it appears that fire-bricks were 
used so tar as was necessary, and the dilapidations have been caused by injury received in 
drawing up and letting down the very ponderous basket in which the potatoes are boiled. 



Minutes of Guardians, 23d February 1842. 

(No. 2273 D. 42.) } 

Doctor Duncan's Report. 

« Doctor Duncan begs to call the attention of the Board to the order given some time 
since to have the different wards measured, for the purpose of having the number of inmates 
m each properly fixed. For this purpose it will be necessary for the Board to come to some 
determination as to the precise quantity of space to be allowed to each person. This has 
not been done either by the Commissioners or the medical gentlemen appointed to examine 
the institution. rr 

“ Doctor Duncan ventured to specify 340 cubic feet as the minimum allowed for each 
person tor 12 hours, at the late investigation ; but he wishes this quantity to be taken as the 
proper standard only when there are facilities for ventilation, without incurring the risks of 
draughts of air, which is not the case at present. 

“ According to Doctors Kennedy and Corrigan’s report, ward 48, the present nursery is 
calculated to accommodate only 30 nurses and 30 infants. Doctor Duncan believes that 
on inquiry, the number at present sleeping there will be found to be much beyond that.” ’ 

The above report read at the Board, and it was resolved to forward a copy of it to the 
Commissioners, as the members of the Board do not conceive that they are competent to 
u 1 j l c l uest ‘ 0Ils P ut to the Board : they are desirous that whatever may yet be required 
should be done forthwith, and now request that the Commissioners will relieve them from 
the applications so repeated on this subject. 

rr v, r _. . . J. H. Crean, Clerk of the Union, 

to the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 

Aofe.— For the report of Doctor Kennedy and Doctor Corrigan, above referred to see 
the reports of proceedings, pending the foregoing papers, in an investigation 
held by Mr. Hall, Assistant Commissioner, at the workhouse, whose report with 
a medical report by Mr. Phelan, Assistant Commissioner, and the evidence taken 
were printed and presented to both Houses of Parliament in February 1842. * 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No. 2273 D. 42.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Tt, i> T 1st March 1842. 

me Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration the report of Doctor 
Duncan, read at a meeting of the Board of Guardians of the North Dublin Union, on the 
-3d ultimo, relative to the space provided for the accommodation of the inmates of the 
workhouse in the several apartments, together with the resolution of the Guardians on the 
1 ' M 2 subject, 
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subject, and in reference thereto, the Commissioners desire to state, that they do not feel 
it incumbent upon them to state the precise quantity of space which ought to be allotted 
to each individual in a workhouse. The several wards are differently ventilated, have 
different aspects, and are suitable to different classes of paupers ; and it is evident, therefore 
that no general rule can be laid down. The Commissioners were led, by their experience 
of such establishments, to determine, in the first instance, that the North Dublin Union 
Workhouse is capable of conveniently containing 2,000 destitute persons of various classes 
the relative number of each class not being ascertainable beforehand. The Commis- 
sioners are now of the same opinion ; they consider that the Guardians ought to receive 
and accommodate that number, if necessary, and they leave it to the Guardians to dispose 
of the persons received into the workhouse in such of the wards, and in such numbers in 
each ward, as they may deem suitable and proper : should it hereafter be made to appear 
that any addition to the present means of ventilation is requisite in any ward, the Com- 
missioners will, upon a representation to that effect from the Board of Guardians, be ready 
to take measures for correcting the deficiency. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

the North Dublin Union. 



SOUTH DUBLIN UNION. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 613 D. 40.) 

Gentlemen, Dublin, 7th January 1840. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians to enclose you a copy of the following report, 
and request to know on what day and at what hour it will be your convenience to receive 
the Committee. 

I have, &c. 

Peter Gerraty, Clerk of the Union. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 

Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 

Report of the Visiting Committee appointed by this Board on the State of the South 
Dublin Union Workhouse; also Suggestions as to some Alterations said Committee 
deem expedient: — made the 5th February 1840. 

Y our committee feel great satisfaction in reporting as to the very forward state of the 
work now going on, and also as to the permanent manner in which it is finishing. 

Your committee beg to submit to your consideration, also to the consideration of the 
Commissioners, some alterations which they deem necessary towards the general convenience 
and well-working of the establishment ; viz. 

No. 1 . — Whether permanent hospital relief is to be provided within the establish- 
ment, or are the hospitals of the city to be made available ; if not — 

No. 2 . — The apartments allotted for the infirmary are much too confined, and not 
sufficiently ventilated, particularly those parts apportioned to receive infectious diseases. 
The committee respectfully submit that that part of the establishment lately used as 
an infirmary (during its occupation as a foundling hospital) is much more suited for 
the purpose, and better calculated towards restoring the health of the patients. 

No. 3. — The committee suggest that the matron’s apartments should be changed 
from the place now intended to the apartments at present laid out for the master, 
being convenient to the different stores, and also being on the female side of the 
establishment. That the master be located where it is at present intended to place the 
apothecary, it being the male side of the house, and that the apothecary be provided 
for in the house suggested as an infirmary by the committee. 

No. 4. — The committee beg to impress the convenience and economy of having 
steam made available in the culinary and laundry departments, instead of the variety 
of boilers intended by the present plan, each having a separate fire. 

No. 5. — They also state, that the infants’ dormitory should be ceiled, as they con- 
ceive that the cold in winter would be of serious injury to the children, which the 
above improvement may avert, and free circulation of air be retained. 

No. 6. — The committee strongly recommend the continuance of the present chapel 
as a place of worship for all religious denominations: they have every reason to sup- 
pose that no objection will be made to such an arrangement, and have already ascer- 
tained that the Catholic clergy fully agree in it; they also strongly deprecate that that 
sacred building should be used for any but religious purposes, even as a school. 

No. 7. — The committee also suggest the propriety of having the workhouse insured 
during the time of finishing, as the possibility of an accident would be of the most 
serious consequence, the buildings being so extensive and contiguous to each other. 

The committee presented the foregoing report, and requested leave to sit a«-ain, and 
authority to confer with the Commissioners on the subjects recommended.— It was resolved, 
That the report be received, and leave given. 

Letter 
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Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 8th February 1840. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th 
instant, enclosing a copy of the report of the visiting committee of the South Dublin 
Union, and inquiring when it will be most convenient to receive the committee. 

In reply, the Commissioners have to state, that the architect of the Commissioners is at 
present absent from Dublin, his return being expected early in the next week ; immediately 
upon which, the suggestions of the committee shall be taken into consideration. The 
Commissioners will then communicate with you on the subject, and will afterwards 
appoint a day on which they will be happy to confer with the committee, should it then 
appear necessary that a personal interview should take place. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk of the W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 

Guardians of South Dublin Union. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

S' r > 26th February 1840. 

The Poor Law Commissioners desire to acquaint the Board of Guardians of the South 
Dublin Union, that the report of the committee appointed to inspect the alterations in progress 
at the Foundling Hospital has been referred to their architect, in order that he might 
consider the various suggestions of the committee, and point out the best means of carrvino- 
such of them into effect as it might be deemed expedient to adopt. 

The Commissioners have also given their best attention to the several suggestions in 
the committee’s report, and make the following observations on its several clauses: 

1. —The mode and extent in which the relief of the destitute is to be administered 
is strictly defined by the Irish Poor Relief Act, and the Guardians can give no medical 
relief to persons afflicted by accident or disease, except on the ground of their being 
destitute, and then in the workhouse of the Union. The public hospitals of the citv 
cannot be brought within the jurisdiction or control of the Guardians in any way, 
nor can the Guardians avail themselves of such hospitals through the instrumentality 
of the poor-rate. The hospitals will still be applied exclusively to the purposes for 
which they were established, and can derive their support only from the resources 
with which they have been endowed, or out of which they have hitherto been main- 
tained : they will continue to confer great benefit on the poorer classes of the com- 
munity, but will not be available by the Board of Guardians as a means of relieving 
those destitute persons who may be applicants at the Board for medical relief. 

2. — The Commissioners were mindful of the foregoing facts when they directed 
the existing arrangement to be made with reference to the infirmary, and the accom- 
modation for the children in the future workhouse. If the building which it is intended 
to devote to the children were converted into a receptacle for the sick, the children 
would be left without adequate and suitable accommodation, the intended infirmary 
being inconveniently situated for that purpose, and being without play-grounds and 
other appropriate conveniences ; while, as an infirmary, it is, in the opinion of the 
Commiss^pners, sufficiently extensive and commodious, and is conveniently placed with 
reference to the general arrangement of the workhouse. To place the children, who 
will probably constitute a numerous class, in the situation most conducive to their 
health and general welfare, has been a primary consideration with the Commissioners, 
it being obviously of the first importance to prevent disease from appearing amongst 
them, and to keep them in such a state of bodily health as will enable them to 
encounter those disorders to which children are especially liable. On the other hand, 
it is believed that the proportion of the inmates for whom, on the average, hospital 
treatment will be requisite, will not be so great as is apprehended; many infirm 
paupers, and paupers labouring under chronic disorders, and under the debility of old 
age, will doubtless seek and obtain relief in the workhouse ; but for these, by a proper 
system of classification, suitable wards will be provided in the body of the house, 
where they will be dieted and treated under the general superintendence of the medical 
officers. 

The infirmary or hospital will thus be left free for the reception of those only who 
are suffering with active diseases, and require constant medical attendance, and for 
them it is conceived that it will be found amply sufficient ; for it should be remembered, 
that the workhouse infirmary is not intended to be the receptacle of such poor persons 
as may may be fit patients for an hospital, but such paupers as, having been received 
into the workhouse in a state of destitution, are found to have contracted diseases of 
such a character as to render it necessary to separate them from the other inmates. 

The ventilation of the building designed for infectious cases will be much improved 
when the works now in progress are completed; and, on the whole, the Commis- 
sioners, after a careful reconsideration of the subject, are of opinion, that the existing 
arrangement is that which best provides for the probable wants of the establishment as 
regards the children and the sick, and that the changes suggested would occasion dis- 
advantages more than counterbalancing the benefits sought to be obtained. 

616. ~M 3 3.— Since 
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3. — Since the appointment of a workhouse master and matron not being man and 
wife (a proceeding not contemplated by the Commissioners, and perhaps to be regretted, 
inasmuch as it tends to the appropriation to those officers of an inconveniently large 
amount of accommodation), separate apartments have been allotted to the matron, 
immediately adjoining the kitchen, wash-house and stores. 

The Commissioners conceive that the views of the committee will thus be answered, 
while they apprehend if the precise suggestion of the committee were adopted, the 
accommodation for paupers would be unduly reduced. 

It may be observed, that it is expedient that the master, as well as the matron, should 
have his apartments and office near to the store-rooms, and other offices of the house. 

4. — With reference to the substitution of steam-apparatus for the boilers, which it is 
proposed to fix in the kitchen, it is admitted that in point of economy and convenience 
steam has generally an advantage over the ordinary modes of cooking ; but, from the 
nature of tne cooking to be performed in the workhouse, and from the circumstance 
that several boilers are already on the spot, it is doubtful whether steam be preferable 
in the present instance. 

The boilers have these advantages over a steam-apparatus, that they can always 
be attended to by the pauper inmates of the workhouse ; whereas a person competent 
to manage a steam-apparatus is not likely to be found, without the additional expense 
of hiring ; and furthermore that, from their simplicity of construction boilers are less 
liable to get out of order ; and from their being independent of each other in case of 
the temporary derangement of one of them, the whole cooking of the establishment 
would not be stopped, as would ensue if the steam-apparatus were disordered. 

It appears to the Commissioners that the balance of advantages is in this case in 
favour of simple boilers ; and the experience of the governors of the House of Industry 
confirms this opinion, boilers having been always used in that institution. This in- 
stance is the more valuable, as a precedent, because the same work precisely, and for 
the same objects, was performed in the House of Industry as will have to be performed 
in the Union Workhouse. 

5. - — The Commissioners have directed that the infants’ dormitory shall be ceiled, in 
accordance with the suggestion of the committee. 

6. — With reference to the suggested appropriation of the room fitted up theretofore 
used as a chapel as a place of worship for tne inmates of’ all religious denominations, 
the Commissioners have to observe, that they are extremely unwilling to depart from 
the arrangements already made in this matter. In all the workhouses now erecting, the 
dining-hall has been constructed with a view to the performance of Divine service 
therein ; and the dining-hall of the Foundling Hospital, from its ample dimensions and 
proportions, is so admirably calculated to answer the same purpose in that establish- 
ment, that there can be no reason why the workhouse of the South Dublin Union 
should form an exception to the general rule in this respect. 

In the instance of the South Dublin Union, the plan of appropriating the chapel 
to the purposes of a school was incidental to this arrangement. 

By making the chapel available to this end, the expense and difficulty of providing 
schools for the children of the workhouse will be avoided ; but for this it would have 
been necessary to build school-rooms, and thereby considerably increase the outlay to 
be incurred in preparing and fitting up the premises as a workhouse. Acting upon 
these considerations, the Commissioners have decided upon a course which they trust 
will do violence to the feelings of none, who will reflect how closely analogous to the 
object for which the chapel was originally destined is the purpose for which the 
Commissioners have directed that it shall be henceforward employed, namely, the 
moral and religious education of destitute children. 

7. — The Commissioners have directed the contractor to effect an insurance on the 
Foundling Hospital for three months, from the 26th instant, in the sum of 10,000/. 

By order of the Board, 

William Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 



Resolutions of Guardians, 27th February 1840. 

(No. 981 D. 40.) 

Resolved, That, notwithstanding the opinion of the Commissioners, the Board remain 
decidedly of the same mind, that the arrangement made for the accommodation of the 
inmates of the workhouse affected with infectious and other diseases are most imperfect, 
and that it appears to the Board that it may be necessary hereafter to provide suitable 
hospital accommodation. 

Resolved, That this Board are still of opinion the introduction of steam in the culinary 
and laundry departments, as suggested in their report of the 4th instant, would be of the 
most serious advantage to the establishment, same being calculated to effect a considerable 
saving to the public, and much more convenient in use to the officer ef the house, and that 
the Commissioners be requested to reconsider this subject. 

Resolved, That the Board are decidedly of opinion that the present church should be 
solely devoted to Divine worship. 



Minute 
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Minute of Guardians, 4th April 1840. 

(No. 1699 D. 40.) 

The Board of Guardians having now got possession of the workhouse, see with regret 
that alterations have been commenced in the chapel. 

They order that no further alterations be made without the sanction of this Board and 
that a copy of this resolution be handed by the clerk of this Board to the clerk of the 
works. 



Communication from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners. 

(No. 2491 D. 40.) 

Gentlemen, Workhouse, Friday, 15th May 1840. 

I am directed to call your attention to the erection of water-cocks and stone troughs in 
the different yards for the male paupers to wash at, with sheds over ; also privies, as well 
as watering places over sewers for the men, as at present there is no regular place 
for them, and much annoyance has already been experienced. 

That the passage from the kitchen to the hall be flagged, and a cut granite-stone track 
for wheels through the archway ; centre paved with square stones, and the passage raised 
lusher than it is at present, as the water lies on it ; the yard round the crane to be flagged. 

Room for assistant matron and laundress to be partitioned. 

* * • * * 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, I have &c. 

Dublin- Peter Gerraty, Clerk of the Union. 

Commissioners’ Reply. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

S >r, 19th May 1840. 

The Poor Law Commissioners desire to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
15th instant, and to state, that the first paragraph has been referred to the architect of the 
Commission, and that the conveniences alluded to have not been yet provided, on account 
of the expense, as it was believed the Guardians would rather submit to the present 
arrangement, which the Commissioners are aware is imperfect, than add to their already 
heavy outlay at this period. J 

The Commissioners desire to state, that the passage from the kitchen to the hall is, by 
the contract, to be paved, but the architect is directed to ascertain the increase of expense 
that would be incurred by finishing it in the way suggested by the Guardians. 

The Commissioners request to be informed whether it is intended to give more than one 
separate room to the assistant to the matron, and they have to state that it is quite unusual 
to provide in workhouses a separate room for the laundress, or for any servant in the 
establishment. 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, By order of the Board, 

South Dublin Union. W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 

Note.— Directions given on 23d June 1840 to the architect to take the requisite steps 
for carrying into effect certain additions and alterations to remedy the inconveniences 
above referred to, and to render the workhouse in some other particulars complete and 
effective. r 



DUNDALK UNION. 



Minute of Guardians, 29th July 1842. 

(No. 9378 D. 42.) 

Great inconvenience having been experienced in consequence of the failure of the supply 
of water in the well, and the assistant architect to the Commissioners having carefully 
surveyed the ground with reference to the supply of water, and having recommended that 
*t be taken from the stream at the bottom of the hill, according to the plan and specification 
drawn out, the cost of which is estimated at 93/., 25/. of which the contractor for building 
has agreed to pay ; 

Resolved, That the assistant architect, Mr. Doolin, be requested to give the necessary 
directions for the completion of the work at the earliest possible period, takino- care that 
Mr. Shekleton, of Dundalk, be employed to do the work which is necessary. ° 

Contractor to pay - - - - . £.25-- 

Board of Guardians - - - _ _ <;g _ _ 



Total estimated Cost - - - £. 93 _ _ 

Referred to the architect, 1st August 1842. 
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Minute of Guardians, 30th December 1842. 

(No. 119 D. 42.) 

The master reports the very bad and dangerous state of the boilers. &c. in the kitchen, 
and Mr. Shekleton having inspected the same, reports the boilers, &c. to be so, and 
recommends immediately on the pipe to obviate the present difficulty ; but that the general 
state of the boilers, fire-place, &c. will not be permanent or economical, and advises thorough 
looking to. 

Mr. Disney, clerk of works, was called on, and requested by the Board to inspect the 
boilers in the kitchen, and report thereon, that his report might be sent by the clerk to 
Mr. Gulson. 



DUNFANAGHY UNION. 



Resolution of Guardians, 30th August 1842. 

(No. 10894 D. 42.) 

That the Board of Guardians direct the attention of the Poor Law Commissioners to the 
use of sea-sand by the contractor in the building of the workhouse, and request that the 
Commissioners will take into their consideration whether the same should not be dis- 
continued, inasmuch as some of the Guardians consider that the use of sea-sand in the 
building will be productive of dampness, and injurious to the future occupation of the 
workhouse. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 3d September 1842. 

The immediate attention of the architect will be called to the matter. 

Note . — Instructions to the clerk of works given by the architect, 6th September 1842. 



DUNGANNON UNION. 



Minute of Guardians, 10th March 1842. 

(No. 3059 D. 42.) 

The Board took into consideration the state of the works at the workhouse, and how they 
were proceeding. It appeared that the works were not going on in the way to insure the 
readiness of the house for reception of the poor in the time expected ; and the Board, consider- 
ing the present distress of the poor in the neighbourhood, and the want for relief, it was 

Resolved, That the clerk should write to the Honourable Mr. Clements, Assistant Com- 
missioner, and request his interference, in order that the works may be proceeded with, 
with as little delay as possible, for the purpose of having the house opened for the poor 
immediately, it being now considerably past the time allowed the contractors for building 
the house. 

Note . — Referred to the architect. Attended to. 

24 March 1842. Geo. W. 



Minute of Guardians, 7th April 1842. 

(No. 4313 D. 42.) 

Ordered, That the clerk do write to the Assistant Commissioner, and request his attend- 
ance on as early a day as possible to meet the Board, in consequence of a strong feeling 
existing as to the delay in the completion of the workhouse for the poor. 

Note . — The Assistant Commissioner having attended the Guardians’ meeting on the 
21st April 1842, arrangements were made preparatory to opening the workhouse. 



Minute of Guardians, 4th August 1842. 

(No. 9819 D. 42.) 

It appearing that the water-cocks in the probationary wards are of a bad quality, and 
consequently leak freely, 

Resolved, That the clerk do request the contractor to provide cocks of a proper descrip- 
tion, otherwise that the attention of the architect to the Commissioners be called to the 
subject. 

Note . — The contractor’s attention directed by the architect to the above by letter, 20th 
August 1 842. 



Minute of Guardians, 8th December 1842. 

(No. 16455 D. 42.) 

The master’s report was laid before the Board, which stated that the pump in the wash- 
house was constantly out of order, and that the chain for hoisting the potatoes from the 
boiler was broken, and unfit for the purpose : upon which, the clerk was directed to write to 
the Poor Law Commissioners, stating the insufficiency of these articles, in order that they 
may advise whether the contractor is bound to furnish proper articles ; and if so, that they 
will take immediate steps to enforce their being supplied. 

Commissioners' 
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Commissioners’ Answer, 20th December 1842. 

With reference to the resolution relative to the state of the pump in the workhouse and 
the boiler, the architect has communicated with the contractor thereon. 



Communication from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners, 13th January 1843. 
(No. 671 D. 43.) 

At the meeting of Guardians of this Union, held yesterday, I was directed to request the 
attention of the architect to the state of the roof of the workhouse, as in many places it 
admits the wet. r 

Note by Architect, 20th February 1843. 

The contractor was communicated with respecting the roof, and he will attend to it. 

Geo. W. 



Letter from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners. 

(No. 2038 D. 43.) 

r u Gent i emen >. , , , _ , Dungannon, 2d February 1843. 

1 have been directed by the Board of Guardians to request that you would inform them 
by return of post, if possible, if the accounts for extra works connected with the building 
of the workhouse (a copy of which has been furnished the Guardians from your office) have 
been certified by the architect to the Commissioners; if the several works stated to have 
been executed therein have been measured, and certified to be correct by your architect • and 
if there be any work stated in the account of extras contained in the original specification. 

As the committee appointed to inspect the accounts are to meet on Monday next, the 
6th instant, the Guardians beg you will furnish them with this information by that dav in 
order to facilitate their inquiry. 3 



The Poor Law Commissioners, 
Dublin. 



I have, &c. 

Geo. Moon, 

Clerk of Guardians, Dungannon Union. 



Reply to the foregoing Letter. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

® ir > 3d February 1843. 

1 am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 2d instant relative to the contractor’s account for extra w orks in building the work- 
house of the Dungannon Union, and to inform you, that the account, of which a copy has 
been furnished to the Board of Guardians, has been under examination by the architect in 
the usual course, both with reference to the prices and the quantities charged for and with 
reference to the works being included in the contract or not ; but the architect has not yet 
finally certified the account, it being the wish of the Board of Guardians to examine it before 
its final adjustment. 

It is not usual to state the particulars of the proposed reductions upon the account until 
the architect has reported upon it, which he will be instructed to do, after the Guardians’ 
observations shall have been received. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardiaus, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Dungannon Union. 



Letter from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners. 

(No. 2229 D. 43.) 

t ^ Jent J emen ’. Dungannon, 6th February 1843. 

I have been directed by the committee of Guardians appointed to inspect the accounts 
tor extra works connected with the erection of the workhouse of this Union, to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 3d instant, and to state, that the committee do not feel satis- 
11 ? l le whole state of the accounts, inasmuch as they have not been informed whether 
all the items contained in the accounts have been executed, whether they have been measured 
by the architect to the commission, and that no part of same is contained in the original 
contract. 6 

On the whole, the committee believe the several charges very exorbitant, and have directed 
me to beg, that as soon as the architect has made his report and made the necessary reduc- 
tion, they may be furnished with the amended account, and that sufficient time may be 
allowed the committee to make their remarks before the Commissioners give a final certi- 
ucate tor payment. 

m u o r J have, &c. 

lo the Poor Law Commissioners, Geo. Moon, Clerk of Guardians. 

Dublin. 
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94 CORRESPONDENCE between the POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS and 
Minute of Guardians, 16th February 1843. 

(No. 3233 D. 42.) 

Read the report of the committee appointed to examine the accounts of the contractors for 
extra works. 

Resolved, That a copy of this report be forwarded to the Poor Law Commissioners, and 
that Mr. Senior, Assistant Commissioner, be requested to do so. 

Report above referred to, 14th February 1843. 

The chairman read a communication from the contractors, explaining part of their 
account. 

The committee having carefully gone through the account furnished the Board of 
Guardians by the Poor Law Commissioners, and examined every item, have come to the 
following conclusion, which your committee recommend to be laid before the Commissioners, 
in order that they may have investigated the several charges named, with the prices recom- 
mended by us, and which prices should be marked on the margin of the account by your 
clerk, and returned. 

Your committee’s attention has been first called to the prices charged for common rubble 
mason-work, which to them appears much more than the rate of the like work in the neigh- 
bourhood. Stone steps, paving and tiling, your committee have also marked on the prices 
charged: 

Your committee’s attention has next been called to the prices charged for stoves, which 
they have remarked ought not to be more than half the sum. The attention of your com- 
mittee was forcibly called to the charge made for bedsteads, being to their view most 
exorbitant, and have marked them as such in their scale. 

In the account there are a good many small charges connected with the privies, which 
your committee recommend should be struck off altogether. 

There is a sum of upwards of 200 1. charged for sinking a well, which your committee find 
from the original contract was contained therein ; this sum your committee also recommend 
to be struck out. 

Your committee also find a charge for pointing walls, repairing brick arches and jambs 
injured by the frost, which they recommend to be struck off, conceiving this work to be 
included in and part of the original contract ; at least the work, of course, was intended to be 
finished complete. 

The carpenter’s work throughout the whole account, as well as plumber’s work, your 
committee conceive to be extravagant, being at least 25 per cent, over the current prices. 

Your committee give the prices of some of the items charged, and also the prices they 
would recommend, and which they believe to be a fair remuneration, as follows 

1st. Rubble mason-work, charged at 6s. 6d. and 8s. per perch: ought not to be 
more than 5s. and 6s. 6d. Irish perch. 

2d. Tiling floors, charged at 5s. 6 d. per yard square : could be done for 3 s. 

3d. Paving, charged at Is. 6 d. per yard square : could be done for 8 d. 

4th. Gate-piers into boys’ and girls’ yards, charged at 2 1. 2s. 6d. : could be had for 1 1. 

5th. Excavations, charged at lOd. per cubic yard : could be done for 6 d. 

Filling up, charged at Gd. per cubic yard : could be done for id. 

6th. The rain-water tank is charged very high ; but your committee having no means 
of knowing the extent of work, are unable to put any price on it ; it appears to have 
cost 45 1. 

7th. The stoves charged at 7 1. 7s. each, might be had for half the money. 

8th. The boilers charged at Is. per gallon, could be procured for about Gd. per 
gallon. 

There is a further charge of 84 1. made for setting the boilers, which we consider 
exorbitant. 

9th. The charge for flooring the rooms of the aged and infirm wards, being upwards 
of lOOf. each, appears uncommonly high. 

10th. Bedsteads, charged at 60s. each, could be had for 20s. : ditto charged 15s., 
could be had for 7 s. 6 d. 

11th. Several works of carpentry, called wainscotting, charged throughout at 5s. 3d. 
per yard, could be got done for 4s. 

This scale of prices your committee deem to be a very fair remunerating one, and at 
least equal to the prices paid in this country. 

Your committee could point out other exorbitant charges in the account, but would 
recommend the matter to be laid before the architect, who, your committee is sure, will 
give it every consideration. 



Report of the Architect on the Contractors’ Account for building the Workhouse. 
(No. 4833 D. 43.) 

Gentlemen, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

14th March 1843. 

Accompanying is the account of Messrs. Lilburn for the fixtures, fittings, and other works 
executed by them in the Dungannon Union Workhouse, in addition to those provided for 
in the contract for the erection of the building. 

This 
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This account has been submitted to the Board of Guardians, from whom a report has been 
received, which I have carefully considered, together with the statement of the prices pro- 
posed by them. 

I do not altogether concur with the report of the committee of Guardians, nor with the 
prices proposed by them ; but, on the whole, the reductions I have made on the account 
dees not vary very much from the amount of the account adjusted in accordance with the 
report of the committee, and at the prices annexed thereto. 

The total amount of the contractors’ claim is 2,376/. 7 s. 9rf., and the amount of the 
reduction I have made therefrom is 668/. 5s. 2 \d., leaving a balance of 1,708/. 2s. 6k d. 
which, I beg to certify, I consider the contractors are entitled to receive. 

There are a few points mentioned in the report of the committee to which I beg to 
advert, viz. the pointing of the walls ; this is a charge for re-executing work chiefly injured 
by frost, and is a loss to the contractors ; but, as I have the same opinion as the committee 
entertain on this subject, I have disallowed the charge. As regards the well, for which 
the contractors charge a sum of 225/. 18s., I also concur with the committee in considering 
that this work belongs to the contract, which included the sinking of the well ; but there 
were circumstances connected with the execution of the work against which the contractors 
could not, m my opinion, altogether provide ; and, as they have incurred a very considerable 
loss in having to sink a second well (in addition to the work connected with that first sunk) 
I have, under all circumstances, considered them to be entitled to a portion of the claim 
made. 

The committee have, I think, calculated the price of the walling too low : if the price 
named by the committee be a fair price for small works performed by local tradesmen, it 
does not follow that it would be sufficient for contractors executing extensive buildings • 
for it is beyond question, that local tradesmen can undertake work of this kind, and of 
moderate extent, at a less sum than contractors for extensive buildings, these having esta- 
blishment expenses to defray, while the former could not undertake buildings of great 
extent. Nearly all the works mentioned by the committee as being too “high have 
been reduced in amount; and, on the whole, I consider the amount as adjusted, namely 
1,708/. 2s. 6 Jc/., is a fair and reasonable sum for the works charged in the account the total 
amount of which is as follows : — 

Amount of the contract - - - - £. 6,650 - - 

Amount of account for fixtures and additions - 1,708 2 6£ 



£.8,358 2 6J 
Amount paid - 7,400 - - 



Balance due - - - £.958 2 6£ 



To the Poor Law Commissioners. * ’ Geo. Wilkinson. 



The amount of reductions on the contractors’ account, according to the report of the 
committee of the Board of Guardians, as abstracted according to a detailed account 
in the office, is- - - - - - -£. 678 4 - 

* Architect’s reduction - 668 5 2J 



Difference - - - £.9 18 9£ 



* It will be seen by my report, that the result of the amount of reductions varies very 
little on the whole ; but the detail of the reductions in the two accounts differ considerably 
in some of the items. J 



30 March 1843. 



Geo. Wilkinson. 



Minutes of Guardians, 6th April 1843. 

(No. 7105 D. 43.) v 

The following letters from the Poor Law Commissioners were read by the clerk : 

Letter from E. Senior, esq., Assistant Commissioner, stating that the contractors’ account 
would be forthwith laid before the Board, with the final certificate of the Commissioners 
architect thereon, and stating that the committee on same might have their report for con 
sideration at meeting of 20th instant, when he would attend, and also statin°- that on tha 
day the Guardians might take the question of building the wall round the whole ground 
into consideration, and make application for the amount of loan from the Exchequer Loai 
commissioners for the purpose. 

Letter of Commissioners of 4tli April, forwarding the contractors’ accounts for extra work 
connected with the erection of the workhouse ; also the architect’s certificate thereto ; to^ethe 
with a statement of the amounts already paid out of the loan. 

Rat f p ® *°§ et | ier with the reduction made by the Commissioners’ architect, appea 

of ♦f aCt0ry t j 6 ^ oa . rd > aati tlle Board believing the contractors have been long kept ou 
ie amount due to them, beg to request that the Poor Law Commissioners would pay th 
1 ' N 2 contractor 
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contractors the balance appearing in their hands of 166 l. 2 s. lid., and that they will be 
prepared to have the amount of the further balance that will remain to be dne the con- 
tractors borrowed from the Exchequer Loan Commissioners, in order that the contractors 
may be paid their demand without delay ; and as the Board find Mr. Senior, Assistant Com- 
missioner, will attend the Board on the 20 th, the amount will be applied for on that day. 
The clerk was directed to communicate the above to the Commissioners. 



DUNSHAUGHLIN UNION. 



Minute of Guardians, 27th November 1840. 

(No. 6902 D. 40.) 

That the Board are much dissatisfied at the slow progress of the workhouse, and they con- 
sider that double the number of workmen might be employed at it ; and they do not consider 
that either the contractor or clerk cf the works are using due diligence. 

Note by Architect, 9th December 1840. 

The clerk of works is discontinued, not from faults, or neglect in the discharge of his 
duties, but from the intention of adopting a different course towards the contractor to induce 
him to greater exertions. 

Geo. W. 



Minute of Guardians, 9th March 1841. 

(No. 1560 D. 41.) 

That if the workhouse is not perfectly finished on the 1 st of April next, we will call upon 
the Commissioners to take such proceedings against the contractor as may be necessary, and 
that this resolution be forthwith forwarded to the Commissioners. 

Note by Architect, 20 th March 1841. 

Attended to. Gave the clerk of works full instructions for employing any men which 
could be set to work to expedite the completion of the building, having served the contractor 
with notice as required by the contract. The unfinished works are unfortunately of that 
class which prevents any great strength being employed on them, being chiefly works 
delayed by the weather, in the turrets of roof, window castings, &c. which the contractor 
cannot obtain to the extent he desires from the foundries. 

Geo. W. 



Minute of Guardians, 23d March 1841. 

(No. 2071 D. 41.) 

That the next meeting of this Board be held on Saturday, the 3d day of April next, for the 
purpose of considering the undertaking of the contractor of the poorhouse to have the 
same ready on the 1st of April, and to take such steps as may be necessary in case of his 
failure. 



Minute of Guardians, 3d April 1841. 

(No. 2663 D. 41.) 

Resolved, That there be a committee appointed to inspect the workhouse, and to report 
to the Board if it be ready for the reception of paupers ; that Mr. Green, Mr. Phillips and 
M r. Mathews be requested to go forthwith and inspect same. 

Whereas, at a meeting of the Dunshaughlin Board of Guardians, held on Tuesday, the 9th 
day of March ultimo, it was unanimously resolved, 

That if the workhouse is not perfectly finished on the 1st of April next, we will call on 
the Commissioners to take such proceedings against the contractor as may be necessary, 
and that the resolution be forthwith forwarded to the Commissioners : 

And whereas it also appears that the clerk of this Union complied with the orders for 
forwarding said resolution to the Commissioners, and also forwarded a copy thereof to the 
contractor, by delivering same to his foreman at the workhouse : 

And whereas the said contractor had an interview with said Board of Guardians, and 
had voluntarily undertaken that the workhouse should be perfectly finished and fit for the 
reception of paupers on the 1st of April : 

Now we, the Board of Guardians, this day assembled, viz. Saturday, the 3d day of April, 
having appointed a committee to inspect and examine the said workhouse, and report if 
same was finished and ready for the reception of paupers ; and the said committee having 
duly inspected and examined same, report, “ that no portion of same is finished 
Resolved unanimously. That the Poor Law Commissioners be called upon to take 
instant proceedings against the said contractor to enforce the speedy completion of the 
workhouse. 

Letter 
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Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 26th April 1841. 

Referring to the minutes of proceedings of the Guardians of the Dunshau"hlin Union 
on the 3d instant, the Poor Law Commissioners desire to state, for the information of the 
Board, that they have taken such steps as will, they trust, cause the contractor for erecting 
the Union Workhouse to use due diligence, and complete the works without further delay. 
To the Clerk to the Guardians, By order of the Board, 

Dunshaughlin Union. W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 



Minute of Guardians, 17th April 1841. 

(No. 3295 D. 41.) 

That we, the Poor Law Guardians of the Dunshaughlin Union, feel disappointed and 
annoyed at the very great delay that has taken place in the erection of the poorhouse of 
our Union, it being still unfinished, though the term for its completion had expired on the 
1st of November last; that we attribute the delay to the fact of the Commissioners havino- 
employed incompetent contractors. ° 

That we direct our clerk to have these our opinions published in the newspaper* the 
Commissioners having taken no notice of our remonstrative address to them at a former 
meeting. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Sir Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

TTie Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of a copy o/the 1 minutes of pro- 
ceedings of the Board of Guardians of the Dunshaughlin Union' at their meeting on the 
17th instant. Ihe Commissioners desire to state, with reference to the resolution relative 
to the non-completion of the workhouse, that the great pressure of business in this office 

led to the neglecting to despatch a letter written to you on the 15th instant, until the 26th 

instant, whereby the Commissioners replied to that minute of the Board of Guardians to 
which reference is made in this resolution. Immediately upon receiving that minute the 
Commissioners caused the contractor to be summoned, and they only refrained from com- 
mencing legal proceedings against him, upon his earnest assurance that he would io*e no 
more time, and upon it appearing to the Commissioners that greater delav would be incurred 
by suspending his operations than by suffering him to proceed. Since “that occasion, the 
Commissioners have had the building surveyed, and they received a report on the -’1st 
instant, that it would probably be completed in a fortnight. They have again, this day 
despatched Mr. Ryan to Dunshaughlin with instructions to take measures for procuring 
materials, and setting on workmen, if it should appear that the contractor, notwithstanding 
his reiterated promises, is still neglecting to use due diligence in the completion of the work* 
In conclusion, the Commissioners have to observe, that it is impossible for the Guardians 
to feel more regret than they do at the unsatisfactory manner in which the contractor has 
proceeded; and nothing but their extreme reluctance to involve the Board of Guardians in 
the expense and vexation of an action at law, and iheir persuasion that the completion of 
the workhouse would be rather retarded than accelerated by such a course has led the 
Commissioners to endeavour to eflect their object by any other means rather than bv at 
once laking legal proceedings against the contractor and bis sureties. J 



To the Clerk to the Guardians, 
Dunshaughlin Union. 



By order of the Board, 

W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 



(No 3502 D 41 ) Minute of Guardians, 24th April 1841. 

for^ hat i the , Boi )r d “ *" r P n ”“ d '* h »s not been called upon by the Commissioners to advertise 
or teoders (as the Act d.rects) for hmiture and fitting up the poorhouse, which should now 

o ll, “ c ' erk apply to the Commissioners for a copy of the contract and specification 
for the Poorhouse a , ld that a committee be appointed to view same before Eutebe 
gven up. That the commute, he composed of Mr. Green, Mr. Phillips, Mr. Mathews 
Mr. Gannon, Mr. Maher, Mr. Marmion, Mr. Byrne, and Mr. Ball. * ’ 

Better from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 4 th May 1841. 

thJ^.h“ittn V „^T"^TS 8 de g™.‘? s,a,e ’ that > ob^er the powers vested in them by 
G™?difns Xv have ? In , sh . b° 0r el,e 5 Act > and in ““ordanee with the wishes of the 
? S,epSfcr fO'-tding the fittings and fixtures of the work- 
courJ v o reaier part of which are now completed ; and they have to observe, that the same 
^rse has been adopted m every Union where the workhouse has been sufficiently advanced, 
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unless 
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unless a strong wish has been expressed by the Board of Guardians that the fittings should 
be provided in some other manner. 

With reference to the application for a copy of the workhouse contract and specification, 
the Commissioners have to state, that the form of specification will be found in their report 
for 1 839, of which the Guardians have been furnished with a copy ; and the working draw- 
ings may be seen in the hands of the contractor or his foreman. 



Minute of Guardians, 28th June 1841. 

(No. 6075 D. 41.) 

That the clerk be directed to write to Mr. Lee, the contractor for building the workhouse. 
That the pump in the wash-house cannot be used ; it will not give water, notwithstanding the 
late rains ; also that the windows are not properly secured ; that some of them are broken 
off the hinges ; and that the Board will apply to the Commissioners specially to have pay- 
ment stopped, if he does not immediately repair same. 

Note by Architect. 

Attended to. Geo. W. 



Minute of Guardians, 23d August 1841. 

(No. 7804 D. 41.) 

That a representation be made to the Commissioners, that the season is fast advancing 
and that nothing appears to be done about stables, and that very soon it will be impossible 
for the Guardians to allow of their horses standing the entire day without shelter ; and also 
that it will be absolutely necessary that there should be a ceiling put to the hall under the 
board-room, inasmuch as whatever is said in the board-room is distinctly heard in the hall 
where all servants and candidates for admission are gathered. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 4th September 1841. 

As regards the resolution referring to the provision of stables and a ceiling to the hall under 
the board-room, the Commissioners have given directions to their architect, in order that 
steps may be forthwith taken to comply with the wishes of the Guardians. 



Minute of Guardians, 13th October 1841. 

(No. 9459 D. 41.) 

Resolved, That the plan of stables submitted to the Board by Mr. Hall, Assistant Com- 
missioner, is approved of, and the Board request the Commissioners to make arrangements 
for having them built with as little delay as possible. 



Minute of Guardians, 25th October 1841. 

(No. 9943 D. 41.) 

The master reported, that the windows of the workhouse are letting in the rain, and that 
two of them were blown down on Wednesday, the 20 th instant: the Guardians request the 
attention of the Commissioners to the matter. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 30th October 1841. 

With reference to the windows which have been blown down, the Commissioners desire 
to state, that the contractor for building the workhouse should be directed by the Board of 
Guardians to make good the windows, and the attention of the architect to the Commis- 
sioners will be called to the subject. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 10th November 1841. 

Referring to their letter of the 30th ultimo, relative to the necessary repairs of the 
windows, &c. of Dunshaughlin Workhouse, the Poor Law Commissioners request that you 
will forward to them, for examination by their architect, any bill which the contractor may 
furnish, should he send in one, for the repairs referred to. 



Minute of Guardians, 13th December 1841. 

(No. 11451 D. 41.) 

That the report of the committee appointed to examine the contractor’s account for 
building the workhouse be received, and entered on the minutes. 

To 
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To the Guardians of the Poor of Dunshaughlin Union. 

Gentlemen, 

We, the committee appointed by a resolution of the Board of Guardians to inspect the 
contractor’s account for building the workhouse, beg leave to report to you, that we consider 
ourselves insufficient to give an opinion upon the building department, and we therefore 
recommend to the Board to select a professional person to inspect the extra work, and report 
thereon. We also find, that even it we were competent to give an opinion upon the extra 
work, we could not do so, not having been furnished with a detailed account of the items of 
the former expenditure, which the Board repeatedly applied for, in the absence of which it 
would be impossible to come to any satisfactory conclusion, as we consider we should not 
do justice to the trust reposed in us, if we did not ascertain whether or not the items men- 
tioned in the new account may not also have appeared in the old one. 

There is, however, one item to which we entirely object, namely, 2 s. 9 d. per perch for 
making the ditch round the workhouse, which would be made by any agriculturist for Is. 3d. 
and would be considered high. 

We are further surprised to find an item in the old account of 30 1. 11s. 3d. incurred in 
investigating Lord Fingall’s title to the workhouse site, as we are under the impression that 
the whole expense should fall upon the seller of land . 

(signed) Andrew liorke, Chairman. 

Joseph Moore. 

James Kelly. 

Resolved, That the Committee be empowered to employ an architect to examine the extra 
works, and to report whether or not they are finished in a workmanlike manner, and whether 
they are too expensive. 

That as Mr. Cowley’s contract for 146/. has been accepted and approved of for building 
the stables, we deem it absolutely necessary that the work be commenced with the least 
possible delay, and that we vote the sum of 146/. for the completion of said work. 

That we deem it necessary that the attention of the Poor Law Commissioners’ architect 
be drawn to the state of the boilers in the kitchen of the workhouse, which are stated by 
the master to be out of order and useless. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 24th December 1841. 

With respect to the proposed employment of an architect to examine the builder’s 
accounts, and inspect the building, the Commissioners, although they consider it to be 
unnecessary, will not object thereto, if the Guardians consider it expedient to incur the 
expense, which the Commissioners consider should not exceed S /. 

In regard to the state of the boilers, the Commissioners have required the persons who 
supplied them to remedy any defects there may be in them. 

As to the erection of the stables and shed,' the Commissioners are of opinion that the 
contractor may commence the works forthwith ; and instructions will be given accordingly. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Clerk to the Guardians, 1st January 1842. 

(No. 11810 D. 42.) 

With reference to the resolution passed by the Board of Guardians of the Dunshaughlin 
Union, on the 13th ultimo, relative to the boilers at the workhouse, the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners request that you will state in what respect the boilers are out of order. 



Minutes of Guardians, 4th January 1842. 

(No. 236 D. 42.) 

The clerk read a letter from the Poor Law Commissioners, to state to them in what respect 
the boilers are out of order : from the report of the master and matron to some members of 
the Board, it appears, that the one in which the stir-about is made is altogether out of order, 
the cock being out, and the furnace broken down, and that they cannot calculate on the 
time it takes to heat. 

That no steps having been taken by the contractor for the repairing the boilers, the 
attention of the Commissioners be again called to the subject. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 29th January 1842. 

The Commissioners desire to state, that arrangements have been made by their architect 
with a very experienced setter of boilers to remedy any defect therein, and the work will 
be done immediately, and the cost thereof be retained out of the sum due to the contractor. 



... Minutes of Guardians, 1st February 1842. 

(No. 1417 D. 42.) J 

Mr. Bolger, the architect appointed to examine the workhouse building, was called in by 
the Board, and read his report : it was moved by Mr. Greene, and seconded by Mr. Rorke 
that the report be received, and that it be signed by the chairman. 

6,tl - "4 Mr. 
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Mr. Rorke moved, and Mr. Gannon seconded, that the clerk be directed to make a copy 
of said report, and of all papers connected with it, and forward same to the Poor Law 
Commissioners. 



Report received with foregoing. 

Gentlemen, 88, Talbot-street, 28th January 1842. 

In compliance with your order of the 23th January 1842, I have inspected the Dun- 
shaughlin Workhouse. I regret to say the site was ill chosen, being at the base of an 
inclined plane of 20 feet elevation, and consequently it receives the drainage of the head- 
land, as well as the sewers of the cesspools, which are rendered useless from the want of a 
fall to the boundary dykes ; and as the health of the house mainly depends on well-con- 
structed sewers, and the falls of the present sewers being the reverse way, they are of no 
value whatsoever. 

In making my report, I felt I was bound to refer to the specification, in order to discover 
whether the fauli of the formation of those sewers was to be charged to the architect or the 
contractor. The specification says, “ the whole surface of the ground within the limits of tile 
workhouse, and 10 feet outside the boundary walls, should be level : the foundations of all 
the walls to be first constructed:” had this clause been complied with, the radical defects 
of which I complain would have been obviated in a great degree. 

The specification also states, that none of the walls should be built on inclined planes : 
whereas all the yards and buildings are on an incline of four feet, and consequently the 
surface water of the yards flow into the dwellings. The specification also states, that m the 
building of the walls care should be taken that they should be closely built, well filled and 
grouted; but I lament to say they are built as porous as a honeycomb, and in stormy wet ’•*' 
weather the house would not be habitable for human beings. 

The roof on the main buildings, the rafters of which are but 4 by If inches, and spaced 
15 inches apart, which causes a vibration in the roof, and thereby prevents the slating from L 3- 
being staunch. 

In reference to the specification, I find the raftering is in conformity with it, and so far 
the contractor is not to blame, except in the lathing, which he has put on of slenderer 
dimensions than the specification describes. 

I am surprised to find that the contractor was allowed to space the joists of such a 
building as a workhouse 15 inches asunder, where the boarding is but barely inch thick ; cer- 
tainly he was not at liberty to do so by the specification ; and the damage, as far as the 
durability of the workhouse is concerned, cannot be compensated by the deduction for the 
deficiency of the quantity which he was bound to put in. 

For the various deficiencies and defects, I beg leave to refer you to the subjoined bill of 
particulars, by which you will perceive that the deductions amount to the sum of 
521 1. Vs. ‘2d. sterling, which would not cover the expense of making the workhouse a sound, 
staunch and substantial building, which it was the duty of the Commissioners to have caused 
to be erected. 



To the Guardiaus of the Dunshaughlin Union. 



I have, &c. 

James Bolc/er. 



(No. 1417 D. 42.) 



Bill of Particulars referred to in foregoing. 



Poor Law Commissioners in Ireland, 

To the Guardians of Dunshaughlin Union. 





For Deviations and Deficiencies in Works specified, and on 


£. s. d. 


65 


the Plans and Drawings, and consequently not agreeable 
to the Contract. 

Squares of flooring to be taken up, relaid with strong inch hoop, 
iron, to be in the ground, joint-work, nails and hoops - 


81 5 - 




Re-setting the skirting in board room and office ... 


1 10 _ 




The flagging in the wash-house, scullery, and kitchen; 135 
yards taken up and relaid, mortar and work, to give the water 
a fall to the sewers -------- 


10 - - 


3 


Metal stench traps for wash-house, scullery and kitchen, specified 
1 2 inches square - 15*. 


15- 


56 


Squares of joists spaced from 15 inches apart, specified 12 
inches ; for difference in value ------ 


2-2 8 - 




Brick arches, specified to be 14 inches high in the first story 
over opens of the second story ; buildings built 9 inches ; for 


>7 - - 




Metal trunk gutters to have shoots at bottom of each ; not done 
as specified 

Gratings specified to be placed half way down the hopper head 
of trunk gutters, but net done 


I - - 


10 


■ - - 



Notes of Commissioners’ Architect. 



Not objectionable. See report and observa- 
tions on gangways and platforms as to spacing 
of joists. 

Not required. 

Not badly laid : tbe wash-house cannot be 
dry in tbe way it is used ; if properly fitted up 
and rightly used, the fall, which is but little, 
would be sufficient. The kitcheu grating is 
filled with ashes and cinders. 

These traps have not been included in tbe 
contract. 

Estimated with gangways, and paid for ac, 
cording as laid. 

Stone arches substituted for brick exter- 
nally, and nine inches allowed inside. 

Feet, one turned into drains. 



Arranged with contractor. 



1 
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The passage partition enclosing the kitchen, with door, frame 
and hinges, and brickwork ; credit for 
The setting the boiler in kitchen ; neither set permanently, 
or in a workmanlike manner; credit for the taking down 
and re setting, including brick ------ 

The sewers being ill-constructed, and built without the specified 
falls, they will require to be taken up, lowered, and re- con- 
structed ; the expense or credit - - - - - ] 

The curtain-boards to i q gavel, and 6 pair of smaller ditto to 
windows, specified to be Riga, English or Irish, but of an 
inferior material (American) ; credit for difference 

The four infirmary yards without sewers and grates, and the 
two front yards also, but specified that all the yards to have 
sewers and grates ; credit ------ 

The master’s apartments specified to be floored, and not marked 
to the contrary ; only common clay floor done ; credit for the 
difference in value -------- 

The partition wall, as per scale, to be 9 inches, and specified 
inclosing end of the dining-hall ; now built of stone of half 
value, and charged an extra price ; credit for - 
j. 2. As the present windows of the two towers were charged extra, 
a deduction should be made for what was intended, in pro- 
portion amounting to 45L 7s.; only 24 1. allowed • - 
j. 3. An additional credit of $ 1 . 10 s. for a press for the surgery, with 
twelve drawers; the fair value 4I . ; first charged 10 1., in 
extra work ; reduced to 7 1 . 10*. - 



The valley pieces charged extra, 64 feet 1 2 by 3 ; they are only 
1 2 by 1 1, and specified 12 by 3 ; consequently, the deduction 
should be - -- -- -- -- 

There are four grates and cesspools charged in the bill of extra 
work, although specified in the contract - 
There is a cesspool built in the girls’ yard, charged 5 1 . in 
the bill of extras ; there is no fall, but I suppose built by 
orders. 

The large tank in laundry-yard, charged in bill of extras 
32/. 16s., not built permanent; the arch is supported by 
slight wood upright. 

The flagging the open passages to the idiots’ ward marked on 
the sections, but erased and charged extra; credit for - 

The lead force-pump in the laundry charged 14 1 ., but reduced 
to 7 1- 10 s. ; net value for 5/., being of the worst description, 
and additional credit ------- 

The milled lead not the specified weight in valley and hopper- 
gutter of one house. 

The dwarf walls in yard being on a hanging level 5 feet high, 
specified to be feet, including the foundations ; deduct 
3 perches 

There is a charge for altering 18 windows in size ; they are not 
enlarged, but 8 upper windows to the men and women's dor- 
mitories are only 5 feet high, although the height marked in 
the elevation is 6 feet; an additional credit of 4/. 16 s., with 
the extra charges, 10/. i6s. ; credit for - 
There are six windows and six skylights charged for the 
idiots’ cells ;] the plan or specification has no light marked for 
them, and consequently the extra charge, as the contractor 
can sustain, 15/. 12$. 

The extra height in the walls is incurred by the contractor not 
having, in the first instance, complied with the specification 
m levelling the ground, and therefore not entitled to the 
charge of extra depths of which I before alluded to - - j. 



Notes of Commissioners’ Architect. 
Removal afterwards, and equivalent given. 



This boiler is out of order, and it is pre- 
sumed was not well set, and is being remedied, 
being ordered some time back. 

The sewers are disordered by bad manage- 
ment — see Report; some portion the con- 
tractor has to remedy. 

These boards are executed as agreed for ; 
they are now larger than at first, one painted, 
and other work done in connexion with them, 
as an equivalent, in consequence of being able 
to get English or Irish oak of required widths. 

Specified to be only where shown on plan ; 
none intended to these yards, which are sur- 
face drained. 

Done as contract. 



It was only a 4j, and not a 9-inch wall, and 
the work done is calculated with reference to 
a 4 J -inch wall. 

24 1 a sufficient value, there being no 
8 tone mullions. 



The amount charged by the contractor was 
reduced to what was considered sufficient, 
vis. 7 1. 10 s. ; at present no stranger can 
form an opinion, because the press is altogether 



Those charged 12by 3, one 12 by3, kitchen 
offices. 



Not in contract. 



Built quite permanent ; a part of the cen- 
treing had been left by accident, and is now 
removed. 

Contractor entitled to allowance. 



This is a question of value ; the pump was 
not of the best kind, and the price charged by 
contractor was reduced. 



Foundations calculated accordingly. 



These windows were altered from contract 
drawings. 



If the walls had been on one level, by the 
ground being levelled, the building would 
have been much lower, and this would con- 
tradict the report made with respect to drain- 
age, which would have lieeu much more advan- 
tageous, Mr. Bolger states. 

It is presumed that Mr. Bolger intended 
the floors to be raised to one level ; if so, the 
sum of 143/. 13*. would have been more 
than doubled by the additional depth of foun- 
dations, which are all paid for beyond a 
certain quantity, as specified — See my Report. 

Jama Bolger. 
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Minute of Guardians, ‘8th February 1842. 

(No. 1716 D. 42.) 

That a tradesman having been sent to regulate the kitchen-boilers (so often complained of) 
by some person not known to the Guardians, and without any communication to the Board, 
they are much surprised to find that he has not been provided with mortar for the work, and 
thereby his attendance is rendered useless ; and the Board consider that such omission is 
quite in unison with the conduct of those previously connected with the building of the 
house. 

Note by Architect’s Assistant. 

In compliance with instructions received, I sent for Magee, the person who is re-setting the 
boiler, who assured me the work will be finished to-day. 

11 February 1842. J.Leeson. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 14th February 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of 
the Board of Guardians of the Dunshaughlin Union, on 1st and 8th instant respectively, 
together with a copy of the report of Mr. Bolger upon the workhouse and the building 
accounts forwarded to the Commissioners by direction of the Board of Guardians. 

The Commissioners have communicated with their architect on the subject, and have 
caused him, after a survey had been made of the building, under his direction, to prepare a 
report on the several points adverted to in Mr. Bolger’s statement, and a copy of that 
Teport is now transmitted for the information of the Board of Guardians, from which they 
will perceive that, previously to the adjustment of his account, the contractor was required 
to perform or remedy certain works included in his contract, which he has undertaken to do 
before the balance due is paid to him ; and the Commissioners desire to state, that the 
amount will not be paid until he shall have satisfactorily completed all the works included 
in the contract. 

The Commissioners transmit also herewith their architect’s observations on the several 
items of reduction proposed by Mr. Bolger ; and have directed one of the assistant architects 
to attend the Guardians to afford further explanations as to the works, if required. 

With respect to the further deductions proposed by Mr. Bolger to be made from the coil- 
tractor’s account beyond those made by the Commissioners’ architect, they desire to observe, 
that, although it cannot be expected that there will not be differences of opinion among 
professional men on almost any account, the Commissioners are bound, under the terms of 
the contract, by the decision of their architect, which is conclusive. The accounts are in all 
cases minutely examined under his direction with reference to the works being included in 
the contract or not, with reference to the quantities charged for, and with reference to the 
prices charged ; and the accounts for the Dunshaughlin Workhouse having been examined 
and certified accordingly by the architect of the commission, by whom alone, under the 
terms of the contract, all allowances or deductions for extra or omitted works are to 
be ascertained and settled, the Commissioners are not prepared to make any alteration in 
the payment to be made to the contractor according to the balance certified to be due to 
him, subject to his completing the works above referred to. 

In regard to the re-setting of the boiler, the Commissioners have communicated with the 
person employed on the work, and have reason to believe that it has now been completed, 
which will be ascertained, and the work inspected by the assistant architect. 

The Commissioners are very desirous of avoiding further delay, and trust that the 
Guardians will now state whether there are any items beyond the balance due to the con- 
tractor which they wish to have included in the order which it will be necessary to issue 
requiring them to obtain the further loan. 

The account of the original loan, and the expenditure, which was sent for the Guardians’ 
information, is returned herewith. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Dunshaughlin Union. 

Note. — An assistant architect was instructed to attend the meeting of Guardians on 
15th February 1842. 

Architect’s Report accompanying foregoing Letter. 

(No. 1969 D. 42.) Architect’s Office, Poor Law Commission, 

Gentlemen, 7th February 1842. 

Having examined a report made by Mr. James Bolger, on the inspection of the Dun- 
shaughlin Workhouse, and also an account of alleged deviations and deficiencies in the plan* 
and specifications, with the amount of deductions proposed in consequence thereof; I have 
to offer the following observations, and to state, that a survey was made of the building on 
the 4th instant. 

The objection made to the site, as being the base of an inclined plane, is one that must be 
common to nearly all buildings not placed upon a hill, and is not, on this account, exposed 
to any objection, when the back surface-water alluded to is intercepted by drains : the site 
will, in all portions of it, be better for drainage ; but this is work which can be advantageously 

undertaken 
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undertaken by the paupers, under the direction of a proper master of the house, and has no 
where formed part of the expense of the building outlay. The site is flat, and the fall of the 
drains is consequently less than in many other situations, the cutting necessary to obtain a 
fall in a great length being considerable; on this account, the drains must be kept clean, 
and constantly attended to, or disorder must arise; but at the present time, the neglect of 
these drains, in common with many other parts of the house, is so great, that some of the 
small cesspools, under gratings at the head of the drains (and made to facilitate the cleans- 
ing, and to prevent dirt from getting into the drains) are reported to be filled up to the top 
with cinders and ashes. r r 

In the infirmary the women have been found washing clothes, and the place in a complete 
puddle : in this portion of the building any such irregularity as using it for a wash-house 
must necessarily render the place in a bad state. 

The rain-water drains have also been opened in places, and, where opened are now filled 
with earth. ’ 

The specification has been fully complied with in respect to the levels: it was never 
intended, and the words of the specification do not require, that the buildinos should be 
all on one level ; it states, that the contractor is to “ take off and make up, where required 
the whole surface of the building site, by cutting away all high or uneven ground above a 
given level, and filling up all hollow places, by wheeling therein, where directed, all superfluous 
earth. To have brought all the several buildings to a level from front to rere, would have 
occasioned the drains to be constructed in new-made earth, and also occasion many hundred 
pounds cost in the foundation walling below the level of the floors. In many sites the fall 
of ground varies from 10 to 40 feet, and the same wording of the specification has applied 
to the levelling without any difficulty arising from it. But the buildings generally have 
never been on the same level, but, as at Dunshaughlin, where each distinct building com- 
prised in the workhouse has its own level, without requiring the one executed at nearly 
100 feet distance to be raised, or sunk to the same degree as the other. J 

The specification has also been adhered to with respect to the levels of the walls, which 
are equally misunderstood. 

It is stated, that in stormy or wet weather the house would not be habitable, because the 
walls are not properly built: much of the walling is finished at an expense far beyond the 
specification and the estimated cost ; and after such severe wet weather as the building has 
been exposed to since its erection, the fact of the walls being now in a favourable state, 
although of naked stone, and calculated to show every dampness, is, I think, conclusive 
against the fair wording of the report. 

With reference to the objection to the rafters, I have to state, that had they been thicker 
they would have entailed additional cost, without any compensating advantages : the strength 
and sufficiency of the scantling of a rafter depends on the distance of its bearings which 
have been duly calculated. The vibration of the roof alluded to can only be imaginary : 
the roofing generally is in accordance with the contract. 3 

The contractor has in spacing his joists followed his directions : a change was made in 
the floors for the construction of platforms and gangways, and the alteration forms one of 
the items of the account. The floors on which the people walk are now in the centre of 
the rooms, and no less than three inches thick: the platforms, where the joists are spaced 
15 inches, as stated, are for the beds, and the work is executed as directed, and the strength 
abundant. 0 

For my observations on the deductions proposed, I beg to refer to the accounts on which 
I have made marginal remarks ; and in concluding my observations on Mr. Bolger’s report, 
the several points of which I have gone through successively, l have to remark, that much of it 
consists in an expression of opinion as to the wording and" intentions of the contract; and 
I am of opinion I may claim for myself the interpretation of the specification where I am to 
assert that the same interpretation has been uniform and acted on in the contracts for other 
houses, which is the case in all the instances alluded to. 

With regard to the proposed reductions, I have only to remark, that nothing (under the 
circumstances in which it has been gone into) is easier than to reduce an account consisting 
of so great a number of items, or to make a statement of objections ; and I have no doubt 
if any other surveyor were called in, and the present report not laid before him, that the 
report of the second surveyor would be the best contradiction to many of the particulars 
of the first. 

The contract requires that the architect for the time being of the Poor Law Commissioners 
should adjust the contractor’s claims, and the duty, which is a disagreeable one, has been 
performed with considerable care and attention on my part. 

I may add, that there are a few minor works, including a better fall, which is practicable 
to some portion of the drainage, which the contractor’s attention has been called to and 
tvhich he has expressed himself willing to do, and at the time of adjusting his account he 
signed an undertaking to perform the works required of him previously to his being paid 
file balance of his account. He states, that he is prepared to do what is required of him 
by his undertaking, including the minor works above stated, as soon as he is enabled to 
ascertain the time for receiving the sum that is due to him under the terms of his contract. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. Geo. Wilkinson. 
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Minute of Guardians, 22d February 1842. 

(No. 2290 D. 42.) 

Mr. Bolger, the architect employed by the Guardians, having refused to meet Mr. Leeson, 
the Commissioners’ assistant architect, 

It was moved by Mr. Rorke, and seconded by Mr. Gannon, That Mr. Leeson be brought 
before the Board, but without any view to prevent a third architect from being called in 
as an umpire. 

Moved by Mr. Byrne, and seconded by Mr. Mathews, That Mr. Leeson’s answers be taken 
down. 

Mr. Byrne. — Are the sewers in the probationary yards properly constructed ? — Mr. Leeson. 
I consider that they are properly constructed, provided that they are not filled with dirt. 

Moved by Mr. Rorke, and seconded by Mr. Moore, That a third architect be called in to 
decide between the present architects, and that whatever his opinion may be, we do not bind 
ourselves by this resolution to borrow the money required until the house is put in thorough 
order. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 28th February 1842. 

The Commissioners have to express their regret that any obstacle should have been 
thrown in the way of a speedy settlement of the account of Mr. Lee, the contractor for the 
workhouse, by the refusal of Mr. Bolger to meet Mr. Leeson, who was instructed by the 
Commissioners to survey the building with references to the points on which it was alleged 
to be defective, and to give such explanation to the Board of Guardians as might have 
proved satisfactory. 

The Commissioners cannot consent to submit the opinion of their architect to that of any 
umpire appointed to decide between him and Mr. Bolger ; such a course would be on their 
part an infraction of their contract with the builder, in which it is expressly stipulated, that 
the decision of their architect shall be final and conclusive. At the same time the Commis- 
sioners are prepared to offer to the Board as much information and as full means of judging 
in the matter as they themselves possess ; and with this view, and in this spirit, they will 
direct Mr. Wilkinson to attend the meeting of Guardians on Tuesday, the 8th proximo, and 
they request that all the members of the Board may be specially summoned for that day, 
with notice of the business to be transacted. 



Minute of Guardians, 8lh March 1842. 

(No. 3014 D. 42.) 

Mr. Wilkinson, the Commissioners’ architect, and Mr. Bolger, the architect employed by 
the Guardians, were called in ; the several items objected to by Mr. Bolger in the contrac- 
tor’s account were examined. 

The objection to the first item appeared not to be well sustained by M r. Bolger, namely, 
the spacing of flooring joists. 

Another objection, that the contractor had substituted stone for brick in the outer side of 
window arches. Mr. Wilkinson said that he considered the stone more lasting. 

Mr. Bolger claims 17 1. for the saving to the contractor in not having used brick, as 
specified. 

Mr. Wilkinson admitted, “ that portions of the sewers have not been properly constructed ; 
that the contractor must make all defective work good before he is paid.” 

Mr. Wilkinson said, that the curtain boards of windows objected to by Mr. Bolger as 
not being Riga or British oak, as specified, are fully as serviceable as they are. 

That if stench traps are in the contract, they must be supplied by the contractor. 

After the several items had been gone through, Mr. Bolger asked liberty to read a report 
which he stated to be an answer to Mr. Wilkinson’s report of 7th February last, on the work- 
house building: at the conclusion of the reading Mr. B.’s report, it being considered by the 
Assistant Commissioner and the Board to be offensive to the Commissioners and their 
architect, and would tend to destroy the good feeling which the Board and the Commis- 
sioners were anxious should subsist between them, it was moved by Mr. Rorke, and seconded 
by Mr. Gannon, That both the architects be requested to leave the room. 

Moved by Mr. Rorke, and seconded by Mr. Gannon, That the report just read by 
Mr. Bolger be rejected. — Passed unanimously. 

Moved by Mr. Rorke, and seconded by Mr. Moore, That Mr. Hall be requested to make 
some arrangement to remedy the defects (complained of by the Board) of the workhouse 
building, and to have same ready by this day fortnight. That the clerk be instructed 
to call a full meeting for that day.. 

Moved by Mr. Kelly, and seconded by Mr. Lyncb, That Mr. Wilkinson, the architect, be 
requested to make such arrangements as may be necessary for the building of a new sewer 
through the house, and that he do send to the Board a copy of any agreement he may make 
previous to commencing the work. 

Letteb 
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Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 14th March 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the 
Board of Guardians of the Dunshaughlin Union, on the 8th instant, and with reference to 
the resolutions respecting the building, the Commissioners desire to state, that specific 
instructions have been given to Mr. Lee to repair and supply all defects and omissions, 
whether in the drainage, the flagging, or any other particular ; this is to be done at his 
expense, under the superintendence of an experienced person attached to the architect’s 
office ; and the Commissioners entertain no doubt of the workhouse being forthwith put into 
such a state as will be satisfactory to the Board of Guardians. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of the C. T. Walmisley, Second Clerk. 

Dunshaughlin Union. 



Mi NUTE'of Guardians, 15th March 1842. 

(No. 3264 D. 42.) 

The Clerk read a letter from Mr. Wilkinson, the Commissioners’ architect, relating to 
sewers proposed to be made through the yards of workhouse ; also Mr. Lee’s proposal for 
executing the work. 

Moved by Mr. Rorke, and seconded by Captain Wilson, That the Guardians wish to have 
the new sewer extended to the mearing ditch, on the opposite side of the house from that 
upon which the sewer is now opening, in order to convey through the whole of the new 
sewer a stream of water which runs upon that side, and which cannot fail to be of essential 
benefit ; and they are quite satisfied to pay any reasonable expense attending the alteration ; 
and they further request that Mr. Byrne, Mr. Cullen, and Mr. Ball, do inspect the work 
closely during its progress, and that they will not permit the sewer to be closed till they are 
perfectly satisfied with the result of its operations : the Board further request that the 
bottom of the sewer be flagged, which is not in the estimate. 

Moved by Mr. Rorke, and seconded by Mr. Mathews, That this resolution be forwarded 
direct to Mr. Wilkinson by this night’s post. 

Moved by Mr. Rorke, and seconded by Mr. Mathews, That the mearing ditch be sunk 
forthwith, and that a contract be entered into for same. 

A letter from the Poor Law Commissioners was read, stating that specific instructions had 
been given by them to Mr. Lee to repair and supply all defects and omissions, whether in 
the drainage, the flagging, or any other particular ; all to be done at his expense. 



Communication from a Committee of Guardians. 

(No. 3232 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Dunshaughlin Workhouse, I6th March 1842. 

We, the undersigned, being appointed bythe Board ofGuardiansof the Dunshaughlin Union 
to inspect and report on the sewers about to be made on the premises of the workhouse of 
said Union ; having viewed said premises, and seen the proposal for doing said work made by 
Mr. Lee, are of opinion, that the dimensions specified for the leading sewer already marked 
out are not sufficient to carry away the filth, and from an establishment so extensive ; 
further, that said leading sewer should be flagged or paved with brick at bottom, and extend 
from north to south boundary, in the latter of which there is a stream of water that would 
contribute to keep it clean ; and that the proposal for doing the work is too high. 

We are also of opinion, that another leading sewer should be made at the back of the 
probationary yards, running parallel with the former. 

Edward Cullen. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. John Ball. 

Andrew Byrne. 

Note . — Referred to the architect, 17th March 1842. 



Minute of Guardians, 22d March 1842. 

(No. 3557 D. 42.) 

Mr. Hall explained to the Board the several defects and omissions in the workhouse 
building, which the contractor is bound to make good before that he be paid the balance due 
to him. 

He also applied to the Board to make application to the Exchequer Bill Loan Commis- 
sioners for the loan required to pay the balance due on the contractor’s account, and to 
provide for the building of stables. 

The Board resolved not to borrow more money till the defects in the buildup shall have 
been put into thorough repair. 



Minute of Guardians, 5th April 1842. 

(No. 4252 D. 42.) 

Ordered, That the clerk pay John M‘Veigh 5 s. for one day inspecting the slating, and for 
this day attending on the Board with his report on same ; and that his letter to the Board 
be entered on the minutes. 

616. 03 Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemen, 

Having been called on by Mr. Maher to examine the slating at Dunshauglilin Poorhouse, 
and having examined it most minutely on the 24th ultimo, the Following are my conscientious 
opinions : — 

That the slating is as well done as it possibly could be, having sufficient cover. That the 
water appearing is from the skylights and dome lights : there are also four small breaches, 
which are probably the effects of the late storm. 

John M'Veigh, Slater, Dunboyne. 

To the Board of Guardians, Dunshauglilin. 



Minute of Guardians, 12 th April 1842. 

(No. 4620 D. 42.) 

Mr. Hall, Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, applied to the Board to borrow the sum 
required to pay the balance due to the contractor for building the workhouse, and to provide 
stabling. Mr. Wilkinson, the Commissioners’ architect, was called in, and stated, that the 
defects complained of in the building are now remedied. 

It was moved by Mr. Cullen, and seconded by Mr. Logan, That the workhouse is still 
unfinished, and that we adhere to our former resolution of refusing the sum of money 
sought for. 

Mr. Hall requested to be told what part of the work is now complained of, as the Com- 
missioners would expect that it should be pointed out to them. 

Mr. Cullen stated, that the floors are not finished; Mr. Maher, that the room in which 
the meal is kept lets in the water. 



Extract from Report from Mr. Hall, Assistant Commissioner to the 
Poor Law Commissioners. 

(No. 4530 D.42.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Gentlemen, 13t h April 1842. 

I have to report to you, that I attended a meeting of the Dunshaughlin Board of 
Guardians yesterday, chiefly for the purpose of endeavouring to procure their application for 
the additional loan required upon the settlement of their workhouse account. 

The Guardians, however, positively refused to make the application, and their refusal was 
evidently the result of a settled predetermination, which none of my reasonings could beat 
down. 

They alleged that the workhouse is still unfinished. I urged upon the mover of the 
resolution against borrowing, that he was bound to state in what particular the building is 
now defective or incomplete ; he confessed that he could not tell, but he pressed his resolu- 
tion : the seconder took the same course : the chairman put the question, and the resolution 
was passed without a dissentient voice. 

I then again pressed the Guardians who were present, and who by their votes had com- 
mitted themselves to the opinion expressed in the resolution, to declare in what respect the 
workhouse was unfinished ; not one could give an answer. I addressed them individually, 
but could elicit nothing ; the only pretext advanced for their refusal was, that the clav- 
floors are not so firm as they ought to have been. 

It is difficult to determine how this Board should be dealt with ; all that the Commis- 
sioners could do m the way of explanation, and attempt to meet the views of the Guardians, 
has been done : to concede more, would be unjust to the contractor. 

***** 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. Richard Hall, Assistant Commissioner. 



Report from the Architect to the Commissioners. 

(No. 4531 D. 42.) Architect’s Office, Poor Law Commission, Dublin, 

Gentlemen, 13th April 1842. 

1 have the honour to report, that on my return towards Dublin, I vesferday attended a 
meeting of the Board of Guardians of the Dunshauglilin Union, in company with Mr. Hall, 
Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, for the purpose of reporting on the completion of some 
works that the contractor has recently been employed on there. 

The Guardians have for some time past had before them the accounts of the contractor 
ior the erection of the building and construction of fixtures, &c. ; and they have employed 
a surveyor to examine them, and to survey the building. 

The report of their surveyor proposed a reduction on the whole account equal in amount 
to about the sum now due to the contractor ; but the items of his account were so extra- 
vagant and incorrect that the Guardians (after the pains taken to dissect and explain it) 
appear to have abandoned this ground for objection, and to consider the statements of their 
surveyor as untenable m this respect. 

To satisfy the remaining objections of Guardians to the borrowing the additional loan, it 
became necessary for the contractor to remedy some works they objected to ; viz, to relay 
the floors of kitchen and wash-house, in order to obtain a greater fall for the water ; to 
re-point some mortar joints injured by the frost, and a few other works of a minor nature. 

I yesterday 
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I yesterday reported to the Guardians that the works they required to be performed were 
now completed ; and Mr. Hall proposed to the Guardians to apply for the additional loan 
required, and begged them to state their reasons for refusing to do so, urging that every 
pains had been taken to satisfy them, by showing the insufficiency of the grounds for 
reducing the amount as proposed by their surveyor, and that all had been done to the 
building by the contractor that they stated was required previously to their consenting to 
borrow the additional loan. 

The Guardians were unable to show any matter of defect or objectionable work, except 
a step in the passage, which they thought ought first to be taken away, and an inclined 
plane to be substituted, and until this was done no consent ought to be given. The cause 
for this step was explained, and that the contractor had executed it as directed. 

The state of the earthen floors, some of which have been worn considerably since the 
opening of the house, was afterwards stated to be unsatisfactory. 

The Guardians were much pressed by Mr. Hall to state what grounds they now had for 
refusing to borrow ; and the only intelligible reply that could be obtained was, that they 
would again employ their surveyor to inspect the building, if the Commissioners stated it 
was complete. 

The report made by the surveyor who was lately employed was so extravagant, and dis- 
played so unfavourable a feeling, that I fear the Guardians, in acting on any* further state- 
ments, will only be more determined in their opposition to do what is required of them. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. Geo. Wilkinson , Architect. 
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Letter from the Commissioners to the Chairman of the Board of Guardians. 

(No. 4G20 D. 42 .) 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, 18 th April 1842 . 

The Poor Law Commissioners perceive with much regret that the Board of Guardians of 
the Dunshaughlin Union, upon being required by the Assistant Commissioner, at their 
meeting on Tuesday the 12th instant, to comply with the order of the Commissioners, 
directing them to provide the requisite sum for defraying the remainder of the expense of 
building the Union Workhouse, again declined doing so, and passed a resolution as follows : 
“ That the workhouse is still unfinished, and that we adhere to our former resolution of 
refusing the sum sought for.” 

The course which the Commissioners have hitherto taken has been to endeavour to 
convince the members of the Board that the sum called for is really due to the contractor, 
and to remove all objections to the payment of his bill. With this object in view, the Com- 
missioners bestowed their best consideration on the report of the professional person ap- 
pointed by the Guardians to survey the building ; they met fairly and fully the several 
points put forward by him as objections ; they required the contractor to go over some of 
the work again ; and then they repeated their application to the Board of Guardians to put 
them in possession of the means of discharging tne balance of his account. 

This application was met on Tuesday last by a positive refusal; and the Commissioners 
are compelled, however reluctantly, to admit that the conciliatory course taken by them 
has been ineffectual, and they are made to feel that it is now incumbent on them to adopt 
a different mode of proceeding. They are, however, desirous, in the first instance, of sub- 
mitting to you, and through you to the Board, the following considerations relating to the 
legal state of the question. 

The Irish Poor Relief Act, by the provisions of the 35th section, places the purchase of 
land for sites and the erection of workhouses solely in the hands of the Commissioners ; 
and makes it compulsory on the Board of Guardians, and they are thereby authorized, 
to provide such sums of money as the Commissioners may direct to be applied to those 
purposes. 

It is in pursuance of these enactments that the Commissioners have proceeded ; they 
have purchased a site, erected a workhouse, and directed the Board to provide a specific 
sum for the purpose of defraying the expense : the Board of Guardians have resolved upon 
refusing to act in accordance with that direction ; in effect, they have resolved to disobey the 
injunction of the Act of Parliament. 

But lest it might appear that the Commissioners are wrong in their interpretation of this 
section of the Act, they request your attention to the following opinions of the Attorney- 
general, recently given on this point. On being consulted as to an order to borrow, sent 
to the Lowtherstown Board of Guardians, he states, “ I am of opinion that the order is a 
clear exercise of the power of the Commissioners, and that the Guardians of the Lowthers- 
town Union ought to act in obedience to it.” 

The Guardians of the Castlederg Union having declined to comply with an order to 
borrow in a case precisely similar to the present, referred the matter to the Irish Govern- 
ment ; the opinion of the Attorney-general was given on that occasion as follows : “ I think 
it obligatory on the Guardians to comply with the order of the Commissioners, and that his 
Excellency has not any power to suspend their proceedings in the execution of any of their 
orders.” On receiving this opinion, the Guardians of th<T Castlederg Union applied to the 
Exchequer Loan Commissioners for the requisite sum. 

Under these circumstances, the Commissioners feel that they have now no alternative ; 
they are bound to vindicate the law, and to do justice to the builder, with whom, on behalf of 

616. 04 the 
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the Guardians, the contract was made, and who has already suffered serious injury pending 
the settlement of this question. . 

The Commissioners are not regardless of the possible consequences ol their assuming a 
position of hostility to the Board of Guardians, but it is a position which their sense of 
duty will compel them to take, unless this communication should lead the Board, under 
your advice and guidance, to reconsider the subject, and by complying with the order 
to avoid an occasion of disturbing the harmonious co-operation in carrying; out the pro- 
visions of the law, which should always subsist between the Board ot Guardians and the 

Commissioners. _ , „ , „ , 

By order of the Board, 

To the Chairman of the Board of Guardians A. Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Dunshaughlin Union. 



Minutes of Guardians, 19th April 1842. 



^ A letter from the Poor Law Commissioners on the subject of the additional loan having 



C It was moved by Mr. Rorke, and seconded by Mr. Marmion, That as there are only five 
Guardians present, the consideration of said letter be postponed till Monday, the 25th 
instant, and that the clerk be directed to summon an extraordinary meeting for the purpose 
of considering said letter. , ,, x t , . , , 

The Board have determined, that the new sewer should be two feet three inches under 
the level of the present running stream, in order to prevent the water from running round 
the old ditch, when hereafter sunk ; and we hereby authorize the committee appointed to 
superintend same, to make a further and immediate agreement with the workmen to 
sink the drain in the above way at such price as they may think prudent and consistent 
with the original sums. 



Resolutions of Guardians, 25th April 1842. 

(No. 5057 D. 42.) „ . . . . . 

That the Board having received a letter from the Commissioners pointing out the power 
vested in them to compel the Guardians to raise such money as they (the Commissioners) 
may think fit, for the building, &c. &c., of workhouses, and the Board having been willing 
at all times to accelerate, rather than retard, the working of the law, they think it 
advisable to withdraw their opposition to the raising of 650/., and to vote the said sum 
required by the Commissioners for payment of extra works; but m doing so, they reiterate 
their disapprobation (so often conveyed to the Commissioners through their resolutions) 
of the mode in which the money has been expended, and that the Commissioner or 
Commissioners immediately connected with the building deserve the most unqualified 
censure for their total disregard to the general proper fitting-up of the establishment, and, 
above all, to the procuring of a suitable site, an omission which has hitherto leu to great 
additional expense in the construction of new sewers, and which never can be rectified, no 
matter how great the outlay. » 

That the sum of 650/. be borrowed from the Exchequer Bill Loan Commissioners, tor 
the purpose of paying the balance due to the contractor, and for building stables.— 
Passed nem. con. 



Minute of Guardians, 17th May 1842. 

(No. 6144 D. 42.) _ . . . , 

Ordered, That the clerk be directed to write to the Commissioners, requesting to know 
if there be a contract entered into for the building of stabling, and in what time the work is 
to be completed, as the Guardians find the want of them most inconvenient. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 23d May 1842. 

The Commissioners desire to state, that a tender received from John and Andrew Cowley 
to build the stable for the sum of 146/., being the lowest tender received, was accepted 
on the 10th November 1841, a testimonial to their competency having been given by 
Mr. Maher and Mr. Cullen. . . . , . , , 

The execution of the contract was suspended until the requisite funds were provided 
by the Guardians : that being done, the work will be put forward without further delay. 



Resolution of Guardians, 31st May 1842. 

(No. 6801 D. 42.) , „ . , 

That the attention of the Commissioners be requested to the defects m the sewers ma 
by the contractor, and so often complained of by the Board ; that they be requested to 
inform the Board the amount to be deducted from his account for deficiencies, and tha 
the Board expect (now that the money required is granted) that the Commissioners wi 
hold from him a sum sufficient to remedy all defects in the work. 

Commissioners 
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Commissioners’ Reply, 4th June 1842. 

In reference to the resolution respecting the sewers of the workhouse, the Commissioners 
desire to state that they have referred the matter to the architect, who is now absent from 
Dublin ; on his return, or sooner, if possible, the information requested will be transmitted 
to the Guardians. 



Report from the Architect to the Commissioners. 

(No. 10218 D. 42.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Gentlemen, 16th August 1842. 

Agreeably to your instructions, I have examined the contractors’ liability to remedy 
alleged defects in the drains of theDunshaughlin Workhouse, in consequence of the Guardians’ 
request that a reduction should be made from the contractors’ balance of account, sufficient 
for remedying the defects. 

Having already reported on this subject, I have now only to repeat, that I consider the 
charges brought against the construction of the drains ill-founded, except that those from 
the centre of the building might have had a greater fall ; and with a view to remedy them, and 
to comply with the wishes of the Guardians, the contractor submitted a very low estimate, 
under the circumstances, for constructing them according to an altered arrangement proposed 
by the Guardians, which, however, was not embraced, as it was, I am informed, considered 
better by the Guardians to make arrangements for their execution with some other 
person. 

As the contractor was not responsible for the arrangement of the drains, I am at a loss 
to perceive how a reduction can be fairly or legally made from his balance on this account, 
and all, therefore, that I consider it possible to make a reduction for on this account is, for 
relaying that portion of the drains which might have been constructed with a rather greater 
fall; and as he is paid for the work a sum of ‘Ml. 17 $. 5d, I think a reduction of one-third, 
or 11/. 12$. 6d., is all that it is possible to retain from him, and which, I believe, he will 
resist, if possible, from the feeling he evinces on the subject, and certainly I am of opinion 
that, after the great neglect and improper usage the drains received from the persons in charge 
of the establishment, and after the manner they were opened, and in that state left, I con- 
sider it unreasonable to attribute the blame to the contractor, or to their construction, for 
no drains with such treatment could continue in order. 

As the contractor has performed works required of him before the payment of his account, 
I consider the sum of 1 1 /. 12s. 6 d. is all it is now possible to retain from the balance of his 
account, and I beg to recommend that a settlement be made with him, as the loss of interest 
on his account from the delay in its payment must have been considerable. 

I have, 8tc. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. Geo. Wilkinson. 



Minute of Guardians, 18th October 1842. 

(No. 13740 D. 42.) 

Moved by Mr. Kelly, and seconded bv Mr. Gannon, upon a committee, consisting o 
Mr. Mathews, Mr. Ward and Mr. Greene, being appointed, and having examined the paving 
done by Bernard Butler, they have reported it to be done in a very inferior manner. 
Resolved, That we do not settle his account till it be done in a workmanlike manner. 



Minute of Guardians, 1st November 1842. 

(No. 14510 D. 42.) 

The Board resolved to hold back from Mr. Butler 3 /. 10s. 11 d., the amount he claimed 
for paving done by him in kitchen-yard, &c. till he would perfect it in a workmanlike 
manner. 



EDENDERRY UNION. 



Communication from the Board of Guardians to the Poor Law Commissioners. Edenderry Union. 
(No. 3058 D. 30.) 

Gentlemen, Edenderiy, 17th July 1839. 

I have been directed to forward to you the following resolutions which were passed at a 
meeting of the Edenderry Board of Poor Law Guardians, held on Tuesday, 16th July 1839 : — 

Resolved, That the plans and sections of the intended workhouse for the Union of 
Edenderry having been examined by us, it be represented to the Commissioners, that we 
are of opinion that the upper story is deficient in elevation, and that the rooms are too 
contracted in extent : it also appears to this meeting, that the mode of placing the windows 
*n the roof, as represented in the plan now before us, is highly objectionable, creating great 
unnecessary expense, and imposing on the Union very heavy charges for future repairs. 

616. P That 
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That this meeting is decidedly of opinion, that the intended workhouse should be a plain 
building, of three stories of equal height, with a stone coping and a projecting roof, such 
roof being better adapted for this climate, and being also much more permanent and 
cheaper. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Michael Gilligan, m. d. 

Dublin. Clerk of the Board of the Edenderry Union. 



Letter from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners. 

(No. 3239 D. 39.) 

Gentlemen, Edenderry, 28th July 1839. 

In compliance with the directions of the architect, I this day forward the plans and 
specification of the Edenderry Workhouse. 

***** 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. Michael Gilligan, m. d. 

Clerk of the Board. 



Further Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 3567 D. 39.) 

Gentlemen, Edenderry, 18th August 1839. 

Not having received any direct answer to the communication ordered to be addressed to 
you by the Edenderry Board of Guardians, and which was forwarded on July 17th last, 

I am instructed to submit to your consideration the annexed resolution, which was 
unanimously passed at a meeting of the Board, held on yesterday, August 17th. 

“ Resolved, That the Poor Law Commissioners not having replied to our communication 
of the last meeting, relative to the plan of the proposed workhouse, the secretary be directed 
to call their attention to the subject, and to request that they will please to forward to us 
the plans which they are disposed to recommend, in place of that to which we at first 
objected, previously t.o any contract being entered into.” 

***** 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Michael Gilligan, m. d. 

Dublin. Clerk of the Board of the Edenderry Union. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians on the foregoing. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 21st August 1839. 

The Poor Law Commissioners having directed the withdrawal of the workhouse plan for 
Edenderry Union first exhibited, and'the substitution of a plan without windows in the 
roof, to which the objections recorded by the Board of Guardians on the 16th ultimo 
apply, the copy of the Board’s minutes containing those objections was, through oversight 
in this office, deposited among the Union papers, on the supposition that no further 
direction was requisite, and the Commissioners therefore had not an opportunity of issuing 
an instruction for apprising the Guardians of the change made in the plan. 

As it appears by the resolution on the subject, which the Guardians recorded on the 
17th instant, that they have not seen the altered plan, the Commissioners have directed 
that it shall be transmitted to you for the purpose of being laid before the Guardians at 
their next meeting. 

It will be observed, that this plan is nearly uniform with that first exhibited, but is of less 
extent, and without the span of roof sufficient to admit the construction of dormitories 
within it, for which the windows objected to by the Guardians are necessary, and with 
respect to which the Commissioners desire to observe, that, for the purpose of economising 
space, roofs of similar construction are common in England and on the continent, and such 
are to be seen on buildings in this country, for the climate of which they are well adapted, 
as their elevation must tend more to preserve the slates from injury by rain, snow and wind, 
than roofs of less inclination, while the large space which they afford could not be added 
to the height of the range of apartments underneath, owing to the frame-work and beams. 
The materials with which the roof-windows are to be constructed will not cost more in 
Ireland than in England, where such windows are in almost general use, and are to be seen 
in buildings centuries old, which testify their durability when properly constructed. 

The Commissioners have adopted a uniform plan ofbuilding, to avoid expense in providing 
designs and specifications ; and in adopting this plan they have kept in view the permanency 
and suitableness of the workhouses, as well as economy in erecting them, for which they 
have been made responsible by the Legislature’s devolving on them the whole of the 
arrangements for providing adequate workhouse accommodation. 

The Commissioners take this opportunity of apprizing the Guardians that they have 
accepted the tender of Mr. Stephen R. Mulleda, of Naas, to erect the Edenderry Union 

Workhouse 
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Workhouse for 5,300/., and the building will be commenced as soon as possession of the 
site can be obtaiued, 

By order of the Board, 

W. Stanley , Assistant Secretary. 



Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Edenderry Union. 



Communication from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners. 

(No. 3816 D. 39.) 

Gentlemen, Edenderry, 1st September 1839. 

I forward by this day’s post the minutes of the last meeting of the Edenderry Board of 
Poor Law Guardians, held on Saturday, 31st August 1839, and I beg leave to observe, that 
the plans of the workhouse have not been forwarded agreeably to the statement contained 
in yours of the 21 st August, No. 3567 D. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. Michael Gilligan, m.d. 

Clerk to the Board. 

Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 31st August 1839, enclosed in foregoing Letter. 

“ Resolved, That the Commissioners not having submitted to us a plan for the building 
of the poorhouse for this Union, but having informed us they have entered into the contract 
for building the same without giving the Guardians any opportunity of making any remark 
or suggestions for the improvement thereof, we deem it our duty to throw the whole respon- 
sibility of the building upon the Commissioners, and therefore, protesting against the course 
they have taken, we will not, as Guardians, borrow the money for building the same.” 
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Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 4011 D. 39.) 

Gentlemen, Edenderry, 15th September 1839. 

At a meeting of the Edenderry Board of Poor Law Guardians held on Saturday, 14th 
September 1839, Edward Shaw, esq. j.p. in the chair, the minutes of the former meetino- 
having been read, the following resolutions were agreed to. 

***** 

After determining that the following letter be written to the different Guardians, it 
was, “ 4th, Resolved, That the meeting adjourn to Monday, the 23d September 1839 , at 
12 o’clock.” 

Proposed by Dr. Phelan ; seconded by Mr. Williams. 



Copy of Letter written to the Guardians. 



Sir, Edenderry, 15th September 1839. 

At a meeting of the Edenderry Board of Guardians, held 14th September 1839, the reso- 
lution passed the 31st August 1839, disapproving of the plan of the intended workhouse, and 
of the Commissioners having entered into a contract for building same, having been read, 
•and Dr. Phelan having attended to explain the conduct of the Commissioners relative to 
same, it was 

“ Resolved, That a special meeting of the Board of Guardians should be called for M onday, 
the 23d September 1839, at 12 o’clock, to take the same into consideration, which meeting 
you are particularly requested to attend. 

“ Michael Gilligan, m.d. 

“ To Clerk of the Board.” 

&c. &c.” 



I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. Michael Gilligan, m.d. 

Clerk of the Board. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 4157 D. 39.) 

. Gentlemen, Edenderry, 25th September 1839. 

At a meeting of the Edenderry Board of Poor Law Guardians, held on Monday, 23 d 
September 1839, Sir Francis M'Donnell, knt. j. p. in the chair, the minutes of the former 
meeting having been read, the following resolutions were agreed to : — 

“ 1st, Resolved, That, from the A ssistant Commissioners’ explanation now given, it appearing 
that no sleight was intended by the Poor Law Commissioners, this Board will co-operate with 
them in carrying the Act into execution, and will borrow the money when required to do so.” 
***** 

1 have, &c. 

Michael Gilligan, m.d. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. Clerk to the Board. 



f have 
Union 
khouse 



P 2 



Letter 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



112 CORRESPONDENCE between the POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS and 



Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Edenderry Union. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Clerk of Works. 

(No. 2667 D. 40.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 30th May 1840. 

I am directed to apprise you, that the quantity of land to be purchased for the site of 
the Edenderry Union Workhouse has been reduced to four statute acres ; and I am to 
request you to send up a map of the site consisting of that quantity. 

I am, &c. 

To the Cierk of Works, W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 

Edenderry Union. 



Minutes of Guardians, 6th June 1840. 

<No. 3097 D. 40.) 

Gentlemen, Edenderry, 9th June 1840. 

At a meeting of the Edenderry Board of Poor Law Guardians, held on Saturday 6th June 
1840, there were present J. H. Handle, T. White, J. Murray, G. Lacy, J. Mulnen, J. Heney, 
E. Wolstenholme, M. Williams, J. Boylan, G. Boylan, E. Shawe, F. L. Dames, Dr. Grattan, 
J. D. Nesbitt, J. Walson, and P. Roche : Dr. Phelan was present also. 

Mr. N angle having taken the chair, and the minutes of the two preceding meetings having 
been read, the following resolutions were passed* 

The letter of Mr. Stanley having been read, stating that the quantity of ground appro- 
priated for the workhouse is to be four English acres, 

Resolved, That such reduced quantity of ground would be quite insufficient for the healthy 
and adequate accommodation of the poor of the Union ; that originally it was agreed upon, as 
this Board was informed, that four Irish acres should be purchased from the Marquis of 
Downshire, and that in the opinion of this Board a less quantity of ground should not be 
accepted of or inclosed at the expense of the Union ; and that the Commissioners be requested 
to communicate with Lord Downshire, in order to procure from him the four Irish acres 
originally agreed for, at the rate of 75 /. per acre. 

Proposed by Dr. Grattan • seconded by E. Wolstenholme. — Passed unanimously. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. Michael Gilligan, m. d. 

Clerk to the Board. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 26th June 1840. 

(No. 3436 D. 40.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 26th June 1840. 

The Poor Law Commissioners having communicated to the Marquis of Downshire the 
resolution of the Board of Guardians of Edenderry Union, recommending that a site of four 
Irish acres be purchased for the workhouse, at the rate of 75 l. an acre, a letter has been 
received in reply, stating that the trusts under which the property is held preclude his 
Lordship from making a conveyance of ihe site for a consideration under the actual selling 
value of the land, namely, 62 1. 10 s. the statute acre. 

If the Guardians should still desire to have a site of the extent proposed, at the 
rate of purchase required (62 7. 10 s. the statute acre), the Commissioners will have four 
Irish acres conveyed accordingly; but in that case they would be under the necessity of 
issuing an order to borrow the additional sum which would then be requisite to provide the 
workhouse, the amount already borrowed admitting only of the application of 250/. for the 
purchase of a site. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk of the Guardians, W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 

Edenderry Union. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 3745 D. 40.) 

Gentlemen, Edenderry, 6th July 1840. 

Herewith I forward a copy of minutes of the proceedings of a meeting of the Edenderry 
Board of Poor Law Guardians, held on Saturday, 4th July 1840. 

I have &c. 

Michael Gilligan, m.d. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. Clerk to the Board. 

Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 4th July 1340, enclosed in foregoing. 

E. Wolstenholme having taken the chair, and the minutes of the former meeting having 
been read, and signed by the chairman, the following resolutions were passed : — 

1st. Resolved, That it appears that, in a resolution proposed by Dr. Grattan, and 
seconded by . Mr. Wolstenholme, on the 6th June last, the sum of 125/. was inserted in 
error as the price per acre of the site of our poorhouse, the Board of Guardians not having 
any specific evidence of the agreement for the quantity of land or amount of purchase-money 
with the Marquis of Downshire, in lieu of 75/., and that the same has been corrected by 

our 
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I. 

our clerk, we approve of said correction, and direct the correspondence on the subject to Workhouses 
be inserted on our minutes. o mp .n nt.). 

Proposed by J. H. Nangle ; seconded by Dr. Grattan.— Passed unanimously. Edenderry Union. 

* * * * * 

4th. Resolved, That the meeting of the Board of Guardians be adjourned till the 18th 
instant ; then to meet to take into consideration the communication of the Commissioners, 
relative to the site of the poorhouse, and other business. 

Proposed by J. H. Nangle; seconded by F. L. Dames. — Passed unanimously. 



Communication from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners. 

(No. 4100 D. 40.) 

Gentlemen, Edcnderry, 20th July 1840. 

Herewith l send you a copy of the minutes of the proceedings of a meeting of the Eden- 
derry Board of Poor Law Guardians, held on Saturday, 18th July 1840 ; I also send a copy 
of a resolution signed by the chairman of the meeting of 4th July 1840, but which, not 
having the signature, or either the mover or seconder, 1 did not feel myself warranted in 
placing on the minutes without the approbation of the following meeting. 

I have &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Michael Gilligan, M.n. 

Dublin. Clerk to the Board of Guardians, Edenderry Union. 

Copy of Resolution of the 4th July 1840, alluded to in the foregoing Letter. 

This Board having taken into consideration the letter of Mr. Stanley, referring to the 
resolution of the 6th of June, relative to the refusal of the Marquis of Downshire to give four 
Irish acres for the site of the workhouse, unless at an increased amount of purchase-money 
from what was originally agreed upon, namely, 75 1. per Irish or plantation acre, and that 
the Marquis now demands 62/. 10s. per English or statute acre, for which purpose the 
Guardians will be under the necessity of issuing an order for borrowing an additional sum : 

Resolved, That this Board adhere to the resolution of the 6th of June, and will not 
sanction either the borrowing of any further sum to be paid to the Marquis of Downshire 
under the circumstances, nor will they consent to have inclosed any less quantity of ground 
for the use of the workhouse than four Irish or plantation acres. This Board therefore 
decidedly and positively protests against any compromise being entered into with the Mar- 
quis of Downshire on the terms now demanded by him. 

Proposed by Dr. Grattan; seconded by J. Nangle. — Passed unanimously. 

Copy of Minutes of Proceedings of the Meeting of the Edenderry Board of Poor Law 
Guardians, held on Saturday, 18th July 1840. 

Present, J. Heney, J. White, R. Shannon, J. Watson, II. Watson, P. Roche, J. Hughes, 
J. M'Namara, P. Boylan, M. Quirk, and Dr. Grattan. — J. Heney having taken the chair, and 
the minutes of the former meeting having been read, and signed by the chairman, the follow- 
ing resolutions were passed — 

***** 

Resolved, That all the letters from Mr. Stanley, Secretary to the Poor Law Commissioners, 
relative to the site of the workhouse, be inserted on the minute book at length. 

Proposed by Rd. Grattan ; seconded by M. Quirk. — Passed. 

Resolved, That, inasmuch as the Poor Law Commissioners appear, from their correspondence 
respecting the poorhouse site, not disposed to exert themselves to obtain from the Marquis 
of Downshire the full quantity of four Irish acres, and as it is possible the Marquis may not 
be fully acquainted with all the facts of the case, a letter be written to him by the secretary, 
calling his attention to the subject, stating that the Guardians of the Union were distinctly 
informed by the Assistant Poor Law Commissioner that the Commissioners had proposed 
for four Irish acres, not for four English acres ; that the plot of ground pointed out to the 
Assistant Commissioner as a fit site for the workhouse contained, by actual survey, 
4a. Or. 4 p. Irish ; that the former occupying tenant paid, as this Board have been informed, 
rent and county cess as for Irish acres; that, to reduce this plot of ground, already too 
limited in extent, to the absolutely insufficient quantity of two and a half Irish acres, would 
be most ruinous to the workhouse, now nearly half erected, and prejudicial to the health of 
its inmates ; and also, that it is probable that a considerable proportion of the applicants for 
relief will be furnished from the town of Edenderry ; and that the Marquis therefore be 
requested, on taking all the above-mentioned circumstances into his consideration, to direct 
bis agent not to offer any opposition to the further progress of the building, by resisting the 
■nclosure for the use of the workhouse of the entire of four Irish acres. 

Proposed by Rd. Grattan ; seconded by Patrick Boylan. — Passed unanimously. 
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Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No. 4253 D. 40.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 29th July 1840. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have received from the Marquis of Downshire your letter 
of the 20 th instant, conveying an application from the Board of Guardians of Edenderry 
Union for an abatement of the purchase-money required for the workhouse site ; in reply to 
which his Lordship states, that, being strict tenant for life to the Edenderry estate, he cannot 
legally convey any portion except for the full pecuniary consideration computed on the rent 
at which the land usually lets ; and that as the rent of land so close to the town as the 
workhouse site is 2 /. 10 s. per statute acre, the purchase-money has been computed accord- 
ingly, and cannot be abated. 

The Commissioners desire to refer the Board of Guardians to the provisions of the Irish 
Poor Relief Act, under which tenants for life are empowered to convey sites for workhouses 
(sections 37, 38, 39), and which, it will be observed, require the price of the land (section 39) 
to be invested by the Court of Chancery for the parties interested in the estate. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, W. Stanley , Assistant Secretary. 

Edenderry Union. 

Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 4565 D. 40.) 

Gentlemen, Edenderry, 17th August 1840. 

Annexed I sent you a copy of minutes of the proceedings of the Edenderry Board of Poor 
Law Guardians at a meeting held on Saturday, 15th August 1840. 

1 have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin, Michael Gilligan, m. d. 

Clerk to the Board. 

At a meeting of the Edenderry Board of Poor Law Guardians, held on Saturday, 15tb August 
1840, there were present, F. L. Dames, M. Williams, P. Boylan, M. Quirk, J. Mulnen, 
P. Roche, E. Wolstenholme, Dr. Grattan, P. Lacy, and R. Shannon: Dr. Phelan and Mr. 
O’Donoghue, Assistant Poor Law Commissioners, were also present. — Mr. Dames having 
taken the chair, and the minutes of the former meeting having been read and signed by 
the chairman, the following resolutions were passed : — 

* * # * # 



Resolved, That the letter from the Poor Law Commissioners, in which it is stated that 
Lord Downshire had, in reference to the communication made to him by this Board at their 
last meeting, written to the said Commissioners to inform them, “ that, being strict tenant 
for life to the Edenderry estate, he cannot legally convey any portion except for the full 
pecuniary consideration computed on the rent at which the land usually sets ; and further 
calling the attention of the Board to the provisions of the Irish Poor Relief Act (sections 
37, 38, 39),” is, both on the part of Lord Downshire and of the Poor Law Commissioners, 
altogether irrelevant to the subject-matter and object of the resolution of the 18th July; 
and it is the opinion of this Board, that the Poor Law Commissioners, in negotiating with 
the Marquis of Downshire for a site for the workhouse, have either themselves fallen into 
serious error, by carelessly proceeding to erect a workhouse, at the expense of the Union, on 
a plot of ground of unascertained extent and of questionable value and title, or, if such be 
not the case, and if it be the fact, as is asserted by the Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, 
that four Irish acres were distinctly proposed for by the Commissioners at a certain annual 
rent or stated principal sum for the purchase of the entire, the attempt of the Marquis of 
Downshire, under colour of family settlements, or under any other pretence, now to depart 
from such original agreement, and to force upon the Board of Guardians the alternative 
either of accepting of two acres and a half only, instead of four Irish acres, or of buying 
from him twice over one and a half acre, which he is endeavouring to abstract from the 
ground in the first instance actually agreed for, is a proceeding which this Board is bound 
to resist : Resolved, therefore, That this Board do apply to the Poor Law Commissioners 
for copies of the first, proposal to the Marquis of Downshire, or of their agreement with him 
for the plot of ground upon which they are now building the workhouse, or of any corre- 
spondence having reference thereto. 

Proposed by Richard Grattan ; seconded by Edward Wolstenholme. — Passed. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 19th August 1840. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have to acknowledge the receipt of a copy of the minutes 
of proceedings of the Guardians of Edenderry Union at their meeting on the 15th instant, 
ana, with reference thereto, desire now to transmit to you the accompanying copy of the 
letter addressed to Mr. Reilly, the Marquis of Downshire’s principal agent, proposing to 
purchase four Irish acres, at 25 years’ purchase, of a rent of 2 1 . 10 s. per acre ; they also 
forward a copy of Mr. Reilly’s letter, accepting the proposal; but they must observe, that 
the Marquis of Downshire and his agent at Edenderry have distinctly stated, that it was 
considered by them that the rate of purchase referred to was proposed for statute acres, 
and that the number of Irish acres stated had reference only to the qu unity of ground 
required. 
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The Commissioners have further to observe, that the rate of purchase proposed, if referable 
to Irish acres, would be lower than the rate at which the Marquis of Downshire’s portion 
of the Banbridge Union Workhouse site has been purchased, although the latter, from its 
position and form, is really of less value than the ground selected at Edenderry. 

The Commissioners desire to refer the Guardians again to the 38th and 39th sections of 
the Poor Relief Act, which makes the payment of the price of the land into the Court of 
Chancery necessary for the validity of a conveyance by a tenant for life, and therefore pre- 
cludes the Commissioners from making any further application on the subject to the Marquis 
of Downshire, although considering it desirable that the site should contain four Irish acres ; 
for which reason they proposed to the Board of Guardians an increase of the loan for pro- 
viding the workhouse, in order to supply the means of paying the additional purchase-money 
required, amounting to 154/. 

By order of the Board, 

W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 

Enclosures in foregoing Letter. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Agent of the Marquis of Downshire. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 24th September 1839. 

I am directed to state, with reference to the proposed site for Edenderry Union Workhouse, 
that, as the Commissioners are desirous of purchasing the fee of the workhouse site, 
which the Marquis of Downshire has proposed to demise at Edenderry, they request to be 
informed of the purchase-money required for four Irish acres ; and that, as a contract for 
building the workhouse was made in the last month, they further request, if the fee will 
be given for a consideration calculated on the rent of 2 /. 10 s. an acre, originally required for 
the land, at a rate of purchase not exceeding 25 years, that the contractor may be permitted 
to proceed with the works as soon as the consent for sale shall he given, it being very 
important that the building operations should not be retarded. 

I have, &c. 

To W. E. Reilly, esq., See. &c. &c. W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 

Hillsborough. 

Letter from the Agent of the Marquis of Downshire, in reply to the foregoing. 

Sir, Hillsborough, 26th September 1839. 

Having laid your letter of the 24th instant before the Marquis of Downshire, on the 
subject of the site for the workhouse at Edenderry, his Lordship has instructed me to say, 
that he agrees to the arrangement for the purchase or grant in fee of four acres at 2/. 10 s. 
per acre, and 25 years’ purchase. I beg now to refer you to Mr. Murray, his Lordship’s 
agent, on the spot. 

I am, &c. 

To W. Stanley, esq. ffm. Edward Reilly. 

P. S. — I am desired to say that the Marquis would prefer giving a perpetuity lease at 
2/. 10 s. per acre to granting a conveyance in fee by way of purchase. 

W. E. R. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 6105 D. 40.) Edenderry, 27th October 1840. 

* * * * * 

Gentlemen, 

I also forward to you a copy of minutes of the proceedings of the said Board of Guardians, 
held on Saturday, 24th October 1840, together with a letter forming part of the proceedings 
of the same meeting, and addressed to you. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, I have, See. 

Dublin. Michael Gilligan, m. d. 

Clerk to the Board of Guardians, Edenderry Union. 

Minutes of Guardians, 24th October 1840, enclosed in foregoing. 

The minutes of the former meeting having been read and signed by the chairman, the 
■olio wing resolutions were passed : — 

Resolved, That it appears to us, by the correspondence laid before this Board between 
fke Commissioners and the Marquis of Downshire’s agent, William Edmond Reilly, esq., 
fbat lie the Marquis of Downshire’s agent did agree to give four Irish plantation acres 
■or the sum of 250 1. as the site for the poorhouse of this Union. 

Resolved, That the Marquis of Downshire, refusing to fulfil the said agreement so 
"aade by Mr. Reilly, his agent, unless he be paid an extra price, is alone to be attributed to 
the negligent and unbusiness-like conduct of the Commissioners, in having commenced and 
Nearly completed the building, without having inclosed the ground for the site, or having 
Procured a map or conveyance of the same. 

Resolved, 1 hat as the Commissioners receive a large salary for the conducting and 
carrying out the Poor Law Bill, we call upon them either to take the necessary steps to 
c °mpel the Marquis of Downshire to fulfil the agreement entered into with them through his 
said agent, Mr. Reilly, and to give the four Irish acres, plantation measure, for the site of the 

hi 6. p 4 poorhouse. 
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poovhouse, or to pay the additional sum required by the noble Marquis out of the ample 
salaries paid to them as P oor Law Commissioners. 

Resolved, That our clerk be directed to forward tiiese resolutions to the Commissioners. 
Proposed by Edward Wolstenholme ; seconded by Richard Grattan.— Passed with two 
dissenting voices, T. Murray and J . D. Nesbitt. 

* * * * * 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Fr^fhTnianner you have treated this Union, the Guardians consider it necessary to 
state to you of what they complain, in order that it and their protest may be placed upon 
record, as we do conceive that when the Legislature placed such unlimited powers in your 
hands,’ they never contemplated that power could have been so abused 

First We protest against your having fixed upon a site for the workhouse, not only 
without consulting with the Guardians upon the eligibility thereof, but without attending 
to the objections made by them, in consequence of which it has been budt upon an exposed 
situation without shelter, and where the difficulty of procuring water wdl add greatly to the 
expense, notwithstanding sites equally eligible were to be had without these disadvantages. 

Secondly We protest against your having erected a building for the workhouse, covering 
2 roods 6 X perches, of only one and two stories high, m Elizabethan style of architecture, 
whereby you have put the Union to an unnecessary expense both in the first cost and future 
repairs, a limestone quarry being within a quarter of a mile of the site, from which the finest 
building stone is procured, aud consequently a plain and substantial house might have been 
erected with the same or better accommodation at considerably less expense, and this was 
urged and recommended by the Guardians at the meeting held by them on the 16th July 
1839 ; but these suggestions were treated with contempt. 

Thirdly We protest against your having entered upon the site for building the Edenderry 
poorhouse, and having gone on with the building without having first procured a good and 
sufficient conveyance or agreement for the same, as, by your palpable neglect, notwithstanding 
your agreement was for four Irish plantation acres, as appears by. the survey taken m May 
1840, and by the letters between you and W. E. Reilly, of the dates of the 24th and 26th 
September 1839, and that you have paid out of the money to be levied from this Union 
40/ [see your letter to the clerk of 31st March 1840], as compensation to the outgoing 
tenant for four Irish plantation acres, as per agreement entered into in October 1839, and 
that this Union has also been obliged to pay the county cess, as appears by the receipt of 
land-tax for the sprino- of 1840. The Marquis of Dowr.shire now refuses to make good the 
agreement, and insists upon giving only four English acres, instead of four Irish plantation 
acres being 2 a. Ik. 36 p. Irish, or more than one-third less ground than was agreed for, 
notwithstanding which the noble Marquis requires to be paid the same amount for the four 
English acres as for the four Irish plantation acres agreed for. 

Fourthly, We protest against your having improperly compromised the rights of the Union, 
by acceding to the proposal of the Marquis of Downshire to accept of four English acres, 
instead of four Irish plantation acres, as agreed for [see letter of the 26th June 1840], having 
first ordered the four Irish acres to be inclosed and fenced, and after said inclosing and 
fencing had been commenced, your directing said work to be abandoned, and a survey made 
of four English acres, and the fence made to inclose that quantity of land only, much to the 
detriment of the building and to the prejudice of the six hundred paupers to be confined 
therein. . 

Fifthly, We protest against the delays which have taken place in completing the building 
of the Edenderry Workhouse, in consequence of which we much dread it will not be avail- 
able in due time, and the great expense to which our Union, we fear, will be put m conse- 
quence of the frequent alterations ordered by you to be made in the building, after the 
architect’s plan and specification had been delivered, and the contract entered into for the 
building according to those plans and specifications. 

We beg, gentlemen, to say, that had you shown a little more courtesy and paid a little more 
attentions the recommendations and suggestions of the gentlemen composing the Board of 
Guardians, who, from their local knowledge and experience, must in these local matters be 
better informed than you, all this mismanagement would have been avoided. 

This Board of Guardians, although they feel the unpleasant situation in which theyare 
placed by the Legislature, having been from the first most anxious that the Poor Law Bd 
should work well, have at all times been ready to render you every assistance, and it it 
prove a failure in this Union, as well as in others, we at least have the satisfaction of knowing 
that the blame must attach to you alone. 

Resolved, That our clerk be desired to forward a copv of this letter, witli tlie names o 
the Guardians present attached thereto, to the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Proposed by Edw. Wolstenholme; seconded by Rd. Grattan. — Passed unanimously.. 

Guardians present : J. H. Nansrle, Edward Wolstenholme, Ricnard Grattan, E. M‘Evoy, 
John Mulnen, T. Tyrrell, P. Lacy, M. Quirk, J. Heney, G. Pim, H. Watson, M. W d I nuns, 
J. D. Nesbitt, and E. Sliawe. 

Resolved, That a committee, consisting of Edward Wolstenholme, Edward Sliawe, Richard 
Grattan, J. H. N angle, aud Michael Williams, be appointed to forward copies of the letterana 
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resolution now agreed to, to the Chief Secretary for Ireland, in order that the Government 
may be put in possession of the nature of our complaint against the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners, and that the said Commissioners may have an opportunity of giving to the Govern- 
ment such explanation as they shall feel themselves called upon to offer. 



Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Edenderry Union. 



Minute of Guardians, 22d December 1840. 

(No. 7289 D. 40.) 

1 st. Mr. O’Donoghue having read to the Board copies of a communication with 
Mr. Murray and the Commissioners relative to the workhouse site, 

Resolved, That Mr. O’Donoghue be requested to allow our clerk to take copies of same. 
Proposed by John Heney ; seconded by Pat. Lacy.— Passed unanimously. 



Letters referred to Mr. O’Donoghue, Assistant Commissioner, for the information of the 
Board of Guardians, and alluded to in the foregoing. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Agent of the Marquis of Downshirc. 

(No. 6105 D. 40.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 12th November 1840. 

Referring to the proposal originally made by the Poor Law Commissioners for the 
purchase of the site of four Irish acres for the workhouse of Edenderry Union, at the rate 
of 62 1. 10 s. per acre, and which proposal was at first accepted, but, on further explanation, 
has not been carried into effect ; 

The Commissioners desire to state, that the Board of Guardians of the Union having 
recommended the whole quantity of land to be purchased which was first selected for the 
site, this quantity would still be' taken if the sum borrowed for providing the workhouse 
would enable the Commissioners to pay the additional purchase-money ; and as it appears 
that 3 1. per Irish acre is the rent at which the land has been usually let, twenty-five years’ 
purchase of which would amount to 75 /., making the sum for the whole quantity 300/., 
the Commissioners desire to ascertain whether, under all the circumstances ot the case, and 
to terminate the differences which appear to have arisen, the Marquis of Downshire would 
be disposed to accept of this amount for the site originally proposed to be purchased. 

By order of the Board, 

Murray, esq., j. p., Edenderry. W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 

Letter from the Agent of the Marquis of Downshire to the Commissioners, in reply. 
(No. 6497 D. 40.) 

Sir, Blessington, 4th November 1840. 

Your letter of the 12 th instant came to me this day, in which you require to know, will 
the Marquis of Downshire accept of the sum of 75/. per Irish acre for the whole quantity 
required for the workhouse : in answer to this question, I beg to say, that I laid a most 
moderate rent on the land fixed on by the officers sent by the Poor Law Commissioners to 
select the most proper site for their purpose : you also state that 3 /. per Irish acre is the 
usual letting of the lands fixed on; but when it is considered that [the land chosen was 
reserved for building purposes, and tenanted by persons holding it from year to year, till it 
was required for building at the usual price for lots, which is one shilling per foot front, and 
four hundred feet deep, on a lease of 99 years, which you will find comes to upwards 
of 8 /. per Irish acre, I beg further to draw your attention to this fact, that I have been 
offered 1 s. per foot for a large portion of the lands now' occupied by the poorhouse, on the 
short lease of 99 years, and that if persons would get leases for ever, the ground would bring 
more rent if required. "When these facts are made known to the Commissioners, they will 
at once see that the rent required is extremely moderate, and much below the actual value, 
which can be clearly proved, if further inquiry is thought necessary. 

I beg further to state, if I had laid the full value on the ground, it would have been 
upwards of 5/. the statute acie for building purposes, and for which I only charge half that 
price : as to the quantity required for the poorhouse, namely, 4 acres Irish, it has been 
frequently stated to the secretary, Doctor Gilligan, that he was requested to inform the 
Guardians they should have four Irish acres, paying 2 /. 10 s. for the statute acre, if they 
required that quantity : it is strange that objections have been made, and that by people who 
have so trifling interest in the Union, who should be the last persons to cause any difference 
on the subject. 

I request you will look to the quantity and rent laid on the site at Naas, Tullamore and 
Mountmelick, and you will find the charge at Edenderry very low. 

I therefore could not advise the Marquis of Downshire to take one shilling less than what 
I valued the land at. 

I have, &c. 

To William Stanley, esq., &c. &c. Thomas Murray. 
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Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 13th February 1841. 

(No. 870 D. 41.) 

That this Board being now, as it always has been, willing and anxious to assist in 
forwarding the intentions of the Irish Poor belief Act, beg leave respectfully to submit to 
the Commissioners the backward state of the workhouse of the Union ; and as it is likely 
that a rate will soon be levied, and that the house as it is proceeded with at present will not 
then be fit for the reception of paupers, this Board requests therefore that the Commissioners 
will compel the contractor to hasten the completion of the building, so that the Union may 
not be at the expense of paying a rate, and at the same time be under the necessity of 
contributing to what is called the voluntary support of the poor; they beg also to draw the 
attention of the Commissioners to the fact, that there are but three persons employed upon 
the building at present, notwithstanding that there is a clerk of works at a salary of 2 1. 2s. 
per week. 

Proposed by Pat. Lacy ; seconded by John Watson. — Passed. 

Notice. — Take notice, that I will on the next day of meeting submit to the consideration 
of the Board the propriety of petitioning Parliament relative to the general conduct of the 
Poor Law Commissioners, and more particularly as regards their negotiations with the 
Marquis of Downshire, relative to the site of the Edenderry Workhouse. 

(signed) Richard Grattan. 

Notice. — Take notice, that I will at the next meeting of the Board call its attention to 
the excellent feeling and harmony which have marked all its proceedings since its formation. 

(signed) Richard Grattan. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 24th March 1841. 

With reference to the minutes of the Board of Guardians of the Edenderry Union of 
the 13th ultimo, containing a resolution relative to the state of the workhouse building, the 
Poor Law Commissioners desire to state, that they have caused their architect to visit and 
inspect the works, which he reports are now going on more favourably ; he has also 
communicated with the contractor and with his sureties, for the purpose of compelling him 
to use greater exertions to finish the building, which the improved state of the works warrants 
Mr. Wilkinson in expecting will be the case. 

By order, &c. 

W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 1018 D. 41.) 

Gentlemen, Edenderry, 21st February 1841. 

Herewith 1 forward copy of minutes of a meeting of the Edenderry Board of Poor Law 
Guardians, held on Saturday, 20th February 1841. The petition proposed for the adoption 
of the meeting by Dr. Grattan was, after some discussion and opposition to its leading points, 
withdrawn, and notice given by Mr. Williams of another to be proposed at the next meeting, 
which is to be on Saturday, 13th March 1841 . 

I have, & c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. Michael Gilligan, m.d. 

Clerk to the Board. 

Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 20th February 1841, enclosed with foregoing. 

Proposed by Mr. Nangle, and seconded by Patrick Boylan, That the standing order for 

f lying notice previous to bringing any resolution before the Board be rescinded, m order to 
ring a letter before the Guardians, written by Thomas Murray, esq. to the Morning Chronicle. 
This motion was negatived. 

Resolved, That as the period has nearly arrived when, under the existing Poor Law Act, 
the present Board of Guardians will cease to exist, and a new election of Guardians must 
take place, we, the members of this Board, think it right, as a matter of justice and of 
gratitude to ourselves, and as an example to our successors, to testify and place upon record 
the fact, that in no instance since the formation of this Board has any unpleasant difference 
of opinion, any unbecoming altercation or ungentlemanly or irregular proceedings of any sort 
occurred to interrupt our discussions, which have invariably been directed to the sole object 
of giving a fair and impartial trial to the experiment of the Irish Poor Law Bill, it having 
been our decided wish not to impede its operation, but to give it the advantage of our aid, 
as far as we considered it just and reasonable so to do, in order that there should be no 
grounds for attaching to this Board of Guardians any of the odium or responsibility occa- 
sioned by the failure of the measure. 

Proposed by Richard Grattan ; seconded by Thomas Tyrrell.— Passed. 

Notice . — That at the next meeting, a petition to Parliament upon the subject of the Com- 
missioners’ conduct as respects this Union will be brought forward. 

(signed) Michael Williams. 

Take 
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Take notice, that I will, upon the next day of meeting, bring before the Board a letter 
from Thomas Murray, esq. to the Morning Chronicle, relative to the site of the workhouse 
at Edenderry. 

Edward Wolstenhohne. 



Communication from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners. 

(No. 1968.) 

Gentlemen, Edenderry, 21st March 1841. 

* * # # * 

Herewith I forward a copy of a petition which was passed at the meeting of the Board, 
held on yesterday, the 20th March 1841, and which is to be forwarded to Lord Glengall for 
presentation in The Lords, and to Mr. Armstrong for presentation in The Commons. I shall 
immediately forward a full copy of the minute. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. Michael Gilligan, m.d. 

Clerk to the Board. 

Copy of Petition. 

The Petition, &c. &c. 

Humbly sheweth, That the appointment of three irresponsible persons to carry the Poor 
Law enactment into effect, and the vesting in them the power of taxing without limit the 
property of Ireland according to their pleasure and caprice, and further, the rendering their 
orders, even when in direct opposition to the deliberate resolutions of the several Boards of 
Guardians, of the same legal force and authority as if such orders were enactments of the 
Legislature itself, are all violations of the established principles of British rights, and such 
as would only be tolerated in countries the government of which was purely and exclusively 
despotic : 

That the said Commissioners are without excuse as regards this Union, inasmuch as 
although they were repeatedly forewarned of their errors and mistakes, they notwithstanding 
paid no attention whatever to the suggestions of the Board on matters of the greatest impor” 
tance, and involving the permanent interests of the Union: 

That the site upon which the Edenderry Workhouse is built was taken by said Commis- 
sioners without the approbation and contrary to the wishes of your petitioners : 

That the workhouse now built thereon was built in the Elizabethan style, notwithstanding 
the remonstrances and objections thereto set out by your petitioners in different resolutions 
or communications to said Commissioners : 

That your petitioners stated the great increase of expense such a building would cause the 
Union when compared with a plain stone building of equal size and convenience. 

Petitoners sheweth, That, notwithstanding the earnest remonstrances of your petitioners, 
the Commissioners proceeded to build the poorhouse upon the Elizabethan plan, at an expense 
of 6,000 1. nearly, and covering one rood thirteen perches of land ; great part of the building 
consisting of storehouses and passages, the stairs being of deal, which, your petitioners sub- 
mit, will be a constant source of expense to keep in repair ; whereas, had the Commissioners 
attended to the recommendations of your Petitioners, they would have had a plain substan- 
tial stone building, with stone stairs, costing a considerably less sum in the first instance 
and not one-fourth of the expense in keeping it in repair. 

Sheweth, That the said Poor Law Commissioners communicated to this Board, that they 
had entered into an agreement with the Most Noble the Marquis of Downshire for four Irish 
acres of land for the site upon which to build the said poorhouse, and that four Irish acres 
were accordingly marked out, and possession thereof delivered to the Board. That the 
building being nearly complied, the said four Irish acres were ordered to be inclosed, when 
inis Board were informed that the Marquis of Downshire disputed the title to said four Irish 
acres, insisting that he had only agreed for four English, being two acres one rood and 
thirty-six perches Irish measure, and refusing to allow the whole four Irish acres to be 
inclosed, unless he be paid an extra sum for the same, and, in fact, requiring 101 1. Us. 
Per Irish acre, instead of 62/. 10s., which was the purchase-money agreed for by the Com- 
missioners, as they communicated to your petitioners. Your petitioners sheweth, that said 



— — ...osujjieis waving uuni saiu poornouse wixnout getting eitner a map, survey or agree- 
ment for said land, was a gross dereliction of duty. Your petitioners, therefore, humbly 
Fav, that you will not pass any Bill either to extend or continue the power of said Poor Law 
'-■ommissioners, and that your Honourable House will take these cur complaints into vour 
onsideratiou, and will order an inquiry to be made into the conduct of said Poor Law 
ommissioners as respects this Union. And your Petitioners will ever pray. 
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Communication from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners. 

(No. 2365 D. 41.) 

Gentlemen Edenderry, 29th March 1841. 

I herewith forward a copy of minutes of a meeting of the Edenderry Board of Poor Law 
Guardians, held on Saturday, 20th March 1841. On the 21st I had the honour to forward 
to you a copy of the petition which was adopted at the meeting. 

I have, &c. 

Michael Gilligan, m.d. 
Clerk to the Board. 

Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 20th March, enclosed with foregoing. 



Resolved, That the letter published in the Morning Chronicle of the 4th February, signed 
“ Thomas Murray, Agent to the Edenderry Estate,” having been submitted to us, we 
feel bound to contradict the statements therein, as far as this Board are concerned, they 
being totally at variance with the facts, at which we feel the more surprised, as said Thomas 
Murray, being one of the Guardians of this Union, should have been aware of the incorrectness 
of said statements. — Resolved, That, in consequence of said letter having been published in 
the Morning Chronicle of the 4th February, we consider it our duty to publish the following 
facts, as they appear from our report book : — 

The Poor Law Commissioners communicated to this Board, that they had entered into 
an agreement with the Most Noble the Marquis of Downshire for four Irish acres of land, 
for the site upon which the poorhouse was to be built ; that four Irish acres were accordingly 
marked out, and the possession of the same given to this Board by the Marquis of Down- 
shire’s bailiff. That it having been submitted to this Board, that the occupying tenants 
should be paid a compensation for surrendering the immediate possession of said land, in 
order that the building might be commenced without delay, the amount of damage likely 
to be sustained by said tenant was valued upon said four Irish acres at 40/., which was paid 
by the Commissioners through our elerk to said tenant. The Union being in possession of 
said four Irish acres, this Board was called upon to pay the county rates upon said lands, 
four Irish acres, which they also directed to be paid, and which was paid by their clerk. 
The poorhouse being nearly completed, and the ground ordered to be inclosed, this Board 
was informed by the Commissioners, that the Marquis of Downshire disputed the agreement 
for the land, insisting that it was four statute acres, and not four Irish acres, for which he 
had agreed with the Commissioners ; four Irish acres reduced to statute acres, make statute 
acres 6 a. 1r. 36p. 21 y., the difference between the Commissioners and the Noble Marquis 
being in statute acres 2 a. Ik. 36 v. 21 y. 

That the Noble Marquis having agreed to give four Irish acres, or 6 a. 1 r. 36 p. 21 y. statute 
measure, now refuses to perform his agreement, unless he is paid an additional sum for the 
2a. Ik. 36p. 21 y. disputed by him. 

That the Noble Marquis having, before the poorhouse was built, agreed to give the land 
for building the said poorhouse at the rate of 62/. 10 s. per Irish acre, and now the house 
is built, insists upon being paid at the rate of 101/. 11s. per Irish acre for said land, the 
facts here stated stand recorded in our books ; and further, that the Noble Marquis did agree, 
by letter through his agent, W. E. Reilly, esq., to give four Irish acres, will appear by 
the letters. 

Resolved, That this Board must again express their opinion, that the Commissioners 
acted with great negligence and inattention to the public interest confided to their charge, 
in having commenced and nearly finished a building at an expense of near 6,000/. without 
having secured a title to the ground upon which they were building, and without having 
even had the precaution to have a map and survey made of said land, and an agreement for 
the conveyance of the same. 

Resolved, That we consider the noble Marquis as bound by every principle of honour, 
and, as we believe, would be compelled by either a court of law or equity, to make good his 
agreement with the Commissioners, — an agreement entered into by his agent, with the noble 
Marquis’s consent. 

Resolved, That our clerk be directed to forward copies of these resolutions to the Morning 
Chronicle, with copies of the Commissioners’ letter to the Marquis’s agent, and his answer 
thereto; viz. William Stanley’s letter to W. E. Reilly, dated 24th September 1839, and 
W. E. Reilly’s letter to William Stanley, dated 26th September 1839. 

Proposed by Ed. Wolstenholme ; seconded by Pat. Boylan. — Passed with one dissenting 
voice. 



The petition having been then read, it was 

Resolved, That a fair copy of the foregoing petition be prepared and forwarded to Lord 
Glengall, for presentation to the House of Lords. 

Resolved, That a copy be also prepared and transmitted to Andrevr Armstrong, 
esq., m. p., and to J. C. Westenra, for presentation to the House of Commons ; and that 
they be requested to call the attention of The House most particularly to the statement it 
contains. 

Resolved, That the Members of the counties of Meath and Kildare be requested to support 
the prayer of the petition. 

Proposed by Kd. Grattan ; seconded by Wm, Nangle.— Passed. 
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I. 

The clerk is directed to affix his signature to the petitions, and also to communicate with Workhouses 

such Guardians as may be in Edenderry to obtain their signatures to the copies when pre- (Complaints), 

pared for presentation. _ , , ,, . 

” r Edenderry Union 

Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No. 2440 D. 41.) 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 1st April 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have to forward, for the information of the Board of Guar- 
dians of Edenderry Union, the enclosed copy of a communication addressed to the Marquis 
of Downshire by Mr. Nicholls, in reply to a letter from his Lordship of the 29th instant, 
relative to the extent of land taken for the site of the Union Workhouse, and the purchase- 
money to be paid. 

, . .i j- By order of the Board, 

To tie Clerk to the Guardians, w a , Assistant Secretary. 

Edenderry Union. 

Enclosure in foregoing. 

Letter from Mr. Nicholls to the Marquis of Downshire. 

Poor Law Commission Office, London, 

My Lord, 30th March 1841. 

I have had the honour of receiving your letter of yesterday’s date, stating that you had 
reconsidered the subject of the Edenderry Workhouse site, about the price of which there 
has unhappily been so much misapprehension ; and that you have now determined to accept 
the sum which we originally considered that we offered, namely, 50s. per acre for four Irish 
acres, and twenty-five years’ purchase, instead of the same rate for statute acres, as your 
Lordship and your agents considered to have been the terms to which at the time you 
expressed your consent. 

My colleagues and myself are very sensible of the conciliatory and liberal spirit by which 
your Lordship has been actuated in this matter, which we trust will be equally appreciated 
by the Board of Guardians of the Edenderry Union ; and whilst we claim from your Lord- 
ship credit for acting with sincerity and good faith, as trustees of the Union, we feel it to 
be our duty to express our entire conviction, that like good faith has throughout actuated 
your Lordship and your agents. 

1 beg individually to express my sense of your Lordship’s attention, and remain, &c. 

To the Marquis of Downshire, Hanover-square. ‘ Geo. Nicholls. 

Letter from the Marquis of Downshire, above referred to. 

My dear Sir, Hanover-square, 29th March 1841. 

Having been considering this day, with some friends of mine, the bearing of Mr. W. 

E. Reilly’s letter, in reply to Mr. Stanley’s letter, addressed to him from the Poor Law 
Office in Dublin, on the 24th of September 1839, I have been led to come to the conclusion, 
that although Mr. Stanley’s expression “ Irish acres” is not conformable with the statute, 
which recognizes only “ statute acres” in Ireland, yet, as Mr. Reilly, in his reply, though 
without specifying the size of the acre, or correcting Mr. Stanley’s use of the term “ Irish 
acres,” assents in substance (as my chief agent) to Mr. Stanley’s letter, I will not further 
oppose tiie arrangement, although my consent to it is quite at variance with my original and 
still existing opinion and intention about the land, as it is also opposed to Mr. Thomas 
Murray’s valuation per statute acre at 50 s. per acre, a very moderate rent, near to the thriving 
town of Edenderrv, and far lower, I believe, than the rent received for similar sites in most 
parts of Ireland upon leases in perpetuity. 

Having come to this determination, I lose no time in apprising you of it, and at the same 
time to express to you my thanks for your attention to my communication on this long 
pending subject. I remain, &c. 

Geo. Nicholls, esq. Downshire. 

First Commissioner of Poor Laws. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 3193 D. 41.) 

Gentlemen, Edenderry, 20th April 1841. 

Herewith I forward to you a copy of minutes of proceedings of a meeting of the Eden- 
derry Board of Poor Law Guardians held on Saturday, 17th April 1841. 

I have, &c- 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. Michael Gilligan, m.d. 

Clerk to the Board. 

Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 17th April 1841, enclosed in foregoing. 

After the copy of Mr. Nicholls’s letter to Lord Downshire had been read, the following 
notice was given : — 

“ 1 give notice, that I will at the next meeting have forwarded a resolution respecting the 
Marquis of Downshire’s letter of the 29th March to the Commissioners, and also respecting 
Ihe petition sent to Lord Glenguli. (signed) „ £ Wo u tm h,hne." 

6 1 6. q 3 Notice 
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Notice of a resolution by P. Lacy, That the thanks of this meeting are due and are hereby 
given to E. Wolstenholme, esq., and Dr. Grattan, for their exertions, together with the 
ability and zeal made use of by them in bringing the difference that existed between this 
Board and the Marquis of Downshire, on the quantity of land purchased for the use of the 
workhouse, to a final and satisfactory conclusion. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 3996 D. 41.) 

Gentlemen, Edenderry, 5th May 1841. 

The Guardians of the different electoral divisions of the Edenderry Union attended on 
the 29th and 30th April and 1 st May to consider the objections to the valuation of their 
respective divisions. Mr. O’Donoghue also attended each day. 

On Saturday there were present, M. Williams, E. Tyrrell, Dr. Grattan, P. Boylan, and 
J. Boylan. 

Mr. Williams being in the chair, the following resolutions were passed : — 

Resolved, That the receipt of the letter of Andrew Armstrong, esq., m.p. be acknowledged, 
and that he be informed that the Marquis of Downshire having agreed to give the full extent 
of four Irish acres as a site for the workhouse, there is now no necessity for presenting the 
petition so far as regards the particular grievance ; also that a letter to the same effect be 
written to Lord Glengall. 

Proposed by Dr. Grattan ; seconded by P. Boylan. 

***** 

I have, &c. 

Michael Gilligan, m.d. 

The Poor Law Commissioners. Clerk to the Board. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 4807 D. 41.) 

Gentlemen, Edenderry, 31st May 1841. 

Herewith I forward to you a copy of minutes of proceedings of a meeting of the Eden- 
derry Board of Poor Law Guardians, held on Saturday, 29th May 1841 ; and 

I have, &c. 

Michael Gilligan, m.d. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. Clerk to the Board. 

Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 29th May 1841, annexed to foregoing. 

Mr. O’Donoghue was present. 

J. H. Nangle having taken the chair, and the minutes of the former meeting havin'’’ been 
read and signed, the following resolutions were passed : — 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Board are due and are hereby given to E. Wolsten- 
holme, esq., and Dr. Grattan, for the exertions, together with the ability and zeal, made 
use of by them in bringing the difference that existed between this Board and the 
Marquis of Downshire, on the quantity of land purchased for the use of the workhouse, to 
a final and satisfactory conclusion. 

Proposed by Pat. Lacy ; seconded by E. Tyrrell. — Passed. 

Resolution of Guardians, 29th May 1841. 

Resolved, That this Board respectfully represent to the Commissioners the backward state 
of the workhouse of this Union, and the very great neglect of the contractor ever since the 
receipt of theirs of the 24th March 1841, 870 D., and to request of them to exert themselves 
to compel the contractor to act with greater energy, and hasten the completion of the 
buildings. 

Moved by Pat. Lacy ; seconded by Pat. Roche. — Passed unanimously. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 5th June 1841. 

The architect will urge the contractor to complete the workhouse forthwith ; and the 
Commissioners will send a person to Edenderry to see that no avoidable delay shall occur 
in the matter. 



Resolution of Guardians, 18th September 1841. 

(No. 8564 D. 41.) 

That in consequence of the repeated delays of the contractor, the Commissioners be 
requested to take the building into their own hands, and that the clerk be directed to com- 
municate with them on that subject. 

Commissioners’ Reply. 

(No. 8688 D.41.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 24th September 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 19th instant, 
containing a resolution of the Board of Guardians of the Edenderry Union, relative to the 
building of the workhouse, and having taken the subject into consideration, they have caused 

their 
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their architect to inspect the works, and upon his report they have made arrangements with 
one of the sureties of the contractor for carrying on the works vigorously and efficiently, and 
for employing a sufficient number of workmen. The clerk of the works has been directed 
to employ any additional workmen that may be necessary, and forthwith to obtain all 
materials that may be required. 

Under these arrangements, the Commissioners trust that the building will be speedily and 
satisfactorily completed. 

The expenses thus incurred in carrying on the works which the builder has contracted to 
perform, will be paid out of the amount to which he would have been entitled had his 
contract been satisfactorily executed. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of Edenderry Union. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 11803 D. 41.) 

Gentlemen, Edenderry, 26th December 1841. 

Herewith I forward a copy of minutes of proceedings of a meeting of the Edenderry Board 
of Poor Law Guardians held on Friday, 24th December 1841. 

I have, &c. 

Michael Gilligan, m.d. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. Clerk, Edenderry Union. 



Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 24th December 1841, enclosed in foregoing. 

Resolved, That application be made to the Poor Law Commissioners for a statement of 
the expense already incurred in erecting the workhouse of this Union, and of the sums paid 
for inspecting and directing the building of the same. 

Proposed by Rd. Grattan; seconded by R. M. O’Ferrall. — Passed. 

Resolved, That an architect of character and experience be appointed to examine and 
report to the Board as to the present state of the workhouse, and the manner in which the 
building has been constructed, together with such other information for the instruction of 
the Board as he may be able to afford. 

Proposed by Rd. Grattan; seconded by R. M. O’Ferrall. — Passed. 

Resolved, That R. M. O’Ferrall, J. H. Nangle, R. Grattan, P. Lacy, Rd. Shannon and 
M. Williams, be appointed a committee to carry the above resolution into effect, and to 
communicate with such architect as they shall think fit to select, so that his report shall 
be obtained for the use of this Board at its next meeting, the expense of such report not to 
exceed ten guineas. 

Proposed by Rd. Grattan; seconded by R. M. O’Ferrall. — Passed. 



Letter from the Chairman of the Board of Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 11849 D. 41.) 

Gentlemen, Garisker, Clonard, 29th December 1841. 

The Board of Guardians of the Edenderry Union having on their last day of meeting, 
Friday, the 24th instant, appointed a committee to inspect the poorhouse previous to their 
receiving it from the Commissioners, and having directed the said committee to avail them- 
selves of the services of an able architect to assist in making their report to the Board at 
their next meeting on Saturday, the 8th January 1842, that committee, of which I am one, 
being most anxious to fulfil their object with as little delay as possible, have this day 
yisited the workhouse to ascertain whether any obstruction would be given to them in their 
inspection of the same, and have been refused admission by the clerk of the contractor, who 
object*^ them had reCeived ° rdm f ‘ om llis etu pl°y er not to admit any person for such 

The Board of Guardians of the Edenderry Union are most anxious in this season of 
great distress to delay the opening of the workhouse as little as possible; but from the 
several complaints made to them from time to time during the period of the carrying on 
J* the work, and the long time (now nearly a year) by which the contractor has exceeded 
is time for fulfilling his contract, they cannot think themselves justified in taking possession 
01 the premises till perfectly satisfied of the stability of the works; for which 'purpose the 
committee before alluded to was appointed, and which committee hope for the assistance 
and co-operation of the Commissioners, and request that the plans and specifications (which, 
under the 36th section of the Poor Law Act, should be deposited with the clerk of the Union, 
out which are not) may be submitted to the architect they shall appoint, to enable him to 
,.rVo * satisfactory conclusion on the matters to be inquired into by the committee, and 
ported by them to the Board of Guardians on their next day of meeting, from the reasons 
iready mentioned. Hoping for a speedy answer, 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. J. //. Nawle, 

Chairman of the Edenderry Union. 

4 Communication 
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Communication from the Commissioners to the Chairman of the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

gj r 31st December 1941. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th instant, 
relative to the workhouse of the Edenderry Union, and desire to enclose a copy of a letter 
which they have addressed to the contractor on the subject. 

It is the wish of the Commissioners to afford every information to the Guardians, and, as 
soon as the accounts can be closed and certified, a full statement of them will be laid before 
the Board of Guardians, and the plans will be duly forwarded to them ; but the Irish Poor 
Relief Act having cast upon the Commissioners the sole responsibility of providing the 
workhouse, they cannot consent to the employment of any other person than their own 
architect to decide upon the sufficiency of the works. 

The Commissioners desire to observe, that the responsibility of the contractor will not be 
diminished by the Guardians occupying the workhouse at once ; and the Commissioners 
will cause their architect to inspect the works as soon as is practicable, and, if possible, he 
will attend at Edenderry on the 8th proximo for this purpose. 

, „ _ T , By order of the Board, 

To J. H. N angle, esq. Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Chairman of the Board of Guardians, 

Edenderry Union. 

Enclosure in the foregoing Letter. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Contractor for building the Workhouse. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Si r 31st December 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners having received a communication from the Guardians of 
the Edenderry Union, stating that your clerk declines to give them possession of the work- 
house, the Commissioners request that you will direct him to give possession to the Guardians 
in conformity with the. Commissioners’ order declaring it fit for the reception of destitute 
poor ; and they request that you will interpose no difficulty to the inspection of the work- 
house by the Guardians. 

By order of the Board, 

To Mr. Mulleda, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Contractor for building the Edenderry Workhouse. 



Letter from the Chairman of the Board of Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 78 D. 42.) , , . 

Gentlemen, Garisker, Clonard, 2d January 1842. 

I have this day received your communication of the 31st ultimo, enclosing the order of 
the Poor Law Commissioners to Mr. Mulleda, their contractor for the Edenderry Union 
Poorhouse. 

It being stated in that order that the Poor Law Commissioners having received a com- 
munication from the Guardians of the Edenderry Union, stating that your clerk declines 
to give possession of the workhouse, I beg leave to say that there does not appear any thing 
in my letter of the 29th ultimo to warrant such an assertion ; and that, as far as I am aware 
of, possession has never been demanded by the Board of Guardians. 

In your letter (11849 D. 41) of the 31st ultimo, you mention, “ the Irish Poor Relief 
Act having cast upon the Commissioners the sole responsibility of providing the workhouse, 
they cannot consent to the employment of any other person than their own architect to 
decide upon the sufficiency of the works.” 

Such being the case, it only remains for the committee of inspection to report such decision 
to the Board of Guardians on Saturday next, as under the circumstances they are totally 
precluded from complying with the wishes of the Board, or effecting the objects for which 
they were appointed. 

1 remain, Sic. 

J. H. Nangle, 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. Chairman of the Edenderry Union. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Gentlemen, 7th January 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners having received a communication from the chairman ot 
the Edenderry Union, stating that a committee of Guardians appointed to inspect the 
workhouse, “ being most anxious to fulfil their object with as little delay as possible, have 
this day visited the workhouse to ascertain whether any obstruction would be given to them 
in their inspection of the same, and have been refused admission by the clerk of the 
contractor, who informed them he had received orders from his employer not to admit any 
person for such object;” 

The Commissioners felt it their duty to address a letter to the contractor, requiring bun 
to give possession of the workhouse to the Guardians, of which letter a copy is herewith 
enclosed. . 

The Commissioners also addressed a letter to the chairman, of which a copy is likewis 

enClOSed ' A letter 
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A letter has since been received from the contractor, stating his readiness to give 
immediate possession of the workhouse to the Guardians; and as his responsibility for the 
satisfactory completion of the building will be in no way diminished by the Guardians 
taking possession of it, the Commissioners trust that they will forthwith take the necessary 
steps for the occupation of the workhouse, in order that no unnecessary delay may occur in 
the administration of relief under the Commissioners’ order, declaring the workhouse fit for 
the reception of destitute poor. , _ . . 

The 35th section of the Irish Poor Relief Act imposes on the' Commissioners the 
obligation and responsibility which they would not be warranted in delegating to other 
persons, of providing the workhouse, and of judging of its fitness ; and they will take care 
that the building is satisfactorily finished before the contractor’s accounts are closed, and 
the balance paid to him. By order of the Board, 

To the Board of Guardians of the Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Edenderry Union. 
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Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 346 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Edenderry, 8th January 1842. 

Herewith I forward a copy of minutes of proceedings of a meeting of the Edenderry 
Board of Poor Law Guardians, held on Saturday, 8th January 1842. 

I have, &c.. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. Michael Gilligan , m. d. 

Clerk to the Board. 
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Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 8th January 1842, annexed to foregoing. 

Notices of Resolutions to be proposed at next Meeting. 

1st. Resolved, That the letters of John Nangle, esq., and the replies of the Poor Law 
Commissioners, relative to the inspection of the workhouse by a competent architect, be 
entered on the journal. 

2d. Resolved, That the Commissioners having declared the workhouse to be now 
completed, and fit for the reception of paupers, but having at the same time refused to allow 
it to be inspected by an architect employed by the Board, and further, this Board having 
reason to believe that the original estimate has been greatly exceeded, by a sum of 
at least 1,500 1., and that the execution of the work is in several respects defective, this 
Board do refuse voluntarily to take possession of said workhouse ; and that this Board 
do persist in their demand to have the building and other works fully and carefully inspected 
by a competent architect of their own selection, in order to obtain from him an authentic 
record of the actual state of the building at the time of its being transferred into the 
possession of this Board. Richard Grattan. 

The meeting then adjourned to Saturday, 22d January 1842. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office Dublin, 

gj r 20th January 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the Board 
of Guardians of the Edenderry Union on the 8th instant, containing a notice of a motion 
relative to the employment of an architect by the Guardians for the inspection of the 
workhouse, and have received a communication from their Assistant Commissioner, 
Mr. O’ Donoghue, on the subject. 

In reference to their former letters thereon, the Commissioners desire to state, that as, by 
the provisions of the law, they are solely responsible for providing the workhouse, and 
under the terms of the contract the decision as to the sufficiency of the works rests with 
the architect of the Commission, they do not consider the employment of any other 
architect for the purpose contemplated to be necessary, or that it can be attended with any 
advantage to the Union, as the Commissioners’ architect will be required to ascertain that 
the building is satisfactorily finished before the contractor is finally released from his 
responsibility ; nevertheless, if the Guardians are still desirous, for their own satisfaction, of 
employing an architect for this purpose, the Commissioners will not object to it, although his 
employment can in no way affect the liabilities of the contractor and the Commissioners 
respectively. By order, See. 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Edenderry Union. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 930 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Edenderry, 23d January 1842. 

Herewith I forward a copy of minutes of proceedings of a meeting of the Edenderry 
Board of Poor Law Guardians, held on Saturday, 22d January 1842. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. Michael Gilligan, m. u. 

Clerk to the Board. 
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Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Edenderry Union. 



Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 22d January 1842, annexed to foregoing. 

At a meeting of the Edenderry Board of Poor Law Guardians, held on Saturday, 22d 
January 1842, present J. H. Nangle, R. M. O’Ferrall, R. Shannon, J. Boylan, J. Heney 
L. Carew, P. Lacv, E. M'Evoy, E. Tyrrell, P. Roche, M. Quirk, and P. Boylan, the' 
business of the former meeting having been read, and signed by the chairman, J. H. Nannie 
the business of the meeting was proceeded with. 

# * * * * 

5th. Resolved, That a committee of seven be now appointed to inspect the workhouse 
on an early day next week, and that they shall report in writing to this Board on its next 
day of meeting. 

Proposed by Pat. Lacy ; seconded by L. Carew. — Passed. 

Committee : — J. H. Nangle, F. Murray, J. Watson, P. Lacy, P. Boylan, M. Williams, 
and Dr. Grattan. 



Note. — With reference to the notices given on the 8th January 1842, to be brought forward 
at the meeting of the 22 d January, in the minutes of this meeting forwarded to the 
Commissioners, the above is the only resolution relating to the building. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 2186 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Edenderry, 21st February 1842. 

Herewith I forward a copy of minutes of proceedings of a meeting of the Edenderry Board 
of Poor Law Guardians, held on Saturday, 19th February 1842. 

I have &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. Michael Gilligan, m. d. 

Clerk to the Board. 

Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 19th February 1842, annexed to foregoing. 
Resolved, That the building report read by Dr. Grattan be inserted on the minutes of the 
Union. 

Proposed by Richard Grattan ; seconded by Thomas Tyrrell. — Passed. 



Report. 

Gentlemen, 

In compliance with the resolution of your Board of the 22 d instant, for the inspection of 
the workhouse, we have visited the building, and used our best endeavours in inspecting 
every part of the same : we do now unanimously agree in opinion, that the building in every 
particular is permanent, and finished in a proper workmanlike manner. 

(signed) Patrick Lacy. 

Michael Williams. 

As regards the masonry and general workmanship of the poorhouse, we are disposed, so 
far as we are competent to form an opinion, to report, that, with a few exceptions, we agree 
with the above statement. It appears to us, however, that stone stairs should have been 
introduced throughout, instead of those of soft wood, which cannot be considered sufficiently 
permanent. 

The walls adjoining almost all the chimneys and the turrets are damp, and give reason 
to suspect that the lead-work is defective, and requires repairs. 

The roof, as originally planned, is unnecessarily expensive ; and had it been constructed as 
a single roof, and with an ample projection over the wall, it would, with a slight elevation of 
the walls, have afforded the Union the accommodation of a third story, for the more com- 
modious and healthful reception of the poor. 

Throughout the whole building there is not a single water-closet, nor is there any arrange- 
ment made for the immediate removal of offensive matter from the dormitories or gick wards, 
a neglect which, in the event of the house becoming crowded, must inevitably lead to the 
generation and spread of contagious disease. 

All the walls, with the exception of the front, which faces the south, require to be dashed, 
for the more effectual prevention of damp. 

(signed) Richard Grattan. 

Pat. Boylan. 



Architect's Report on the Accounts of the Contractor for building the Workhouse, 
laid before the Board of Guardians by the Assistant Commissioner, together with 
the Accounts. 

(No. 6895 D. 42.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Gentlemen, 31st May 1842. 

Accompanying is the account of Mr. Mulleda, for the construction of the fixtures, fitting 5 
and additional works beyond those comprised in his contract for the erection of the Eden- 
derrv Workhouse. 

J The 
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! total amount of his accounts is as follows : — 

Amount of contract ------ 




£. 

5,300 
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Amount of additional account, as examined - 


- 


2,000 


15 


5 


Edenderry Union. 


Total - - - 


£. 


7,300 


15 


5 




Amount of instalments already certified and paid - 


- 


6,060 


- 


- 




Balance due - - - 


£. 


1,250 


15 


5 
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The work embraced in the account includes the providing and fixing (complete) of the 
several boilers, grates, stoves, water-works in pump, lead-pipes, &c. for supplying the boilers 
in the kitchen, workhouse and probationary wards; also, the construction of bedsteads, 
tables and forms for the paupers’ rooms, the several dressers and shelves in the kitchen and 
store rooms, the alteration of floors for the construction of the sleeping platforms, additional 
quantity of walling in the foundations, construction of boundary fences, additional quantity 
of drainage to the building site, additional iron-gutters and down-pipes to roofs, inclosure 
of sheds, and various other minor works (as set forth in detail in the account), and which, 
having been shown, by experience, to be advantageous in workhouses in a more advanced 
state than that at Edenderry, were carried into effect for the improvement and greater con- 
venience of the building. 

The whole of the account has been carefully examined in accordance with the provisions 
of the building contract, which leaves to the architect (for the time being) of the Poor Law 
Commissioners the valuation of all additional work performed under the provisions of the 
building contract. 

I have to certify, that the amount of the account, as above stated, is the sum the con- 
tractor is now entitled to receive ; but I beg to recommend, that a reduction be made therein 
equal to the amount of salary paid to the clerk of works for two months ; his continuance 
at the building during that period having been occasioned by the too dilatory proceedings 
of the contractor. 

The sum included in the loan for fixtures, fittings and contingent additional works is less 
than the account of the works performed, owing to the fixtures and fittings beino- of much 
greater extent than was originally intended, as well as the gutters and down-pipes to the 
roofs, drains, &c. &c. being beyond the quantity that was originally considered could be 
made sufficient, and which have been included in the contracts for other workhouses which 
have been undertaken subsequently to that at Edenderry. 

I have, &c. 

Geo. Wilkinson. 
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Observations by the Architect in addition to the Report on the Edenderry Account. 

5th June 1842. 

I beg to refer to the report of the committee of the Edenderry Board of Guardians with 
reference to the inspection made by them of the building (as contained in the minutes of the 
proceedings of the Board of Guardians at their meeting of the 19th February 1842), and 
offer the following observations : — 

The committee remark on the construction of the building, and consider that stone stairs 
should have been used throughout ; that the roof is planned expensively, and that there is 
neglect in not having water-closets, or an arrangement for the immediate removal of offensive 
matter. 

1 have to observe, that stone stairs are used to the principal staircases for the paupers, but 
wood are used to the board-room, master’s apartments and infirmary, and have been adopted 
for economy, as they were considered sufficiently strong and durable for the use made of 
them. 

The roofs alluded to are, it is presumed, those over the dormitories of males and females 
m the wings of the building, where the most economical construction has been adopted, con- 
S| stent with the pitch considered necessary for the roof. 

No water-closets have in any of the workhouses been constructed, on account of the 
expense they involve in lead-work, &c., and the buildings are considered better without them. 

°ther Unions portable boxes or closets supply their places. 

The committee report favourably on the construction of the building, but remark that they 
consider there is a dampness in some portions of the walls, and that they will require dashing : 
38 regards the construction of them, I have to state, that every pains have been taken in 
endeavouring to have them properly constructed ; and that if hereafter it is found necessary 
o apply any external protection, it will not arise from bad construction, but from the neces- 
‘ y of using it in common with all other buildings of the locality constructed with the same 

nterials, and at the same degree of expense. 

Geo. Wilkinson. 
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Account laid before the Guardians with foregoing papers. 

Estimate upon which the order to borrow 6,700 1. was grounded, for Loan of which 
application was made by the Guardians 23d November 1839. 

£. s. d. 

Amount of purchase-money for site of workhouse ----- 290 - - 

„ contract for building the workhouse ----- 5,300 - - 

Estimated cost of fittings and other works not provided for by the contract 600 - - 

Contingencies to be provided for, as salary of clerk of works, law ex- 
penses, See. - -- -- -- -- -- 510 - - 

Amount of Loan £. 6,700 - - 

Of which the first advance was made by the Exchequer £. s. d. 

Bill Loan Commissioners on 9th January 1840 - - 3,000 - - 

Of which the second advance was made by the Exchequer 

Bill Loan Commissioners on 17th September 1840 - 3,700 - - 

6,700 - - 

Interest which has accrued on the Exchequer Bills - 717 3 

Total amount realized under the Loan - - £. 6,771 7 3 

Summary of Expenditure. 

Site : 

Purchase-money ------- 250 - - 

Interest thereon - -- - 25-- 

Compensation to tenant - - - - - 40 - - 

Building : ' 315 " " 

Instalments paid to contractor - 6,050 — - 

Ironmongery - -- -- -- 77 16 

Contingencies: 6,127 1 6 

Clerks of works ------- 216 1 2 

Law costs, solicitors to Exchequer Bill Loan Com- 
missioners ------ - 21 - - 

Advertising ------- - 27- 

Survey of site - -- -- -- _6- 

Insurance of workhouse - - - - - 61310 



Account showing the outstanding Liabilities incurred, and the further Amount required. 
Building Accounts : 

Amount of contract ------ 5,300 - - 

Amount for additional works, as examined - - 2,000 15 5 

Total amount of contractor’s accounts - 7,300 15 5 

Paid to the contractor, as per foregoing account - 6,050 - - 

Balance due to the contractor, subject to a reduction on account of 
the clerk of works, as recommended by the architect - - - 1,050 15 5 

Balance in hand (as per foregoing account) applicable to the payment 



Further amount required beyond the original loan for the payment 
of the above account -------- 

Add for contingencies, as solicitor’s costs on conveyance of site, and 
costs of a further deed of charge, and to make even sum, Ex- 
chequer Bills not being negotiated of less value than 50/. - 

Further Loan required -----£. 



82 2 4 

1,250 - - 



(No 7325 D 40 ) Resolution of Guardians, 11th June 1842. 

That it appears there is now no supply whatever of water for the workhouse, the pump 
being completely dry, and for which there is the less excuse, as, prior to the selection of the 
present site for the workhouse, it was distinctly announced to the Assistant Poor Law Com- 
missioner that such failure of water would be certain to occur; that the Poor Law Com- 
missioners be therefore informed of the fact, and that they be requested to communicate with 
the contractor, and to devise means for the remedying this most serious evil, but not at the 
expense of the Union. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 16th June 1S42. 

The contractor has been communicated with on the subject, and states that he will 
forthwith send a person to the workhouse to ascertain and take steps for remedying the 
defects which may exist. 
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Letter from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 8040 D. 42.) 

v Gentlemen Edenderry Union Workhouse, 1st July 1842. 

I think it my duty to inform you that the contractor has not had the pump repaired since, 
and that the paupers have been engaged for the last two days carrying water to this house 
from the canal. I have just examined the pump myself, and I find that it is completely out 
of order, as there is at this moment upwards of five feet of water in the well, which I ascer- 
tained by sending down one of the boys, to whom I lowered a rod, and by this means toot- 
the depth of the water. I have, &c. 

Thomas Byrne, 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. Clerk to Edenderry Union. 

Architect’s Note thereon, 1st August 1842. 

Wrote to clerk of Guardians, instructing him to request the Guardians to do what is 
required, &c. and the contractor would be chargeable. 



Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 2d July 1842. 

(No. 8267 D. 42.) 

Resolved, That the supply of water for the use of the house, which now contains 363 
paupers, is entirely obtained by wheeling it in buckets from the canal, a distance of nearly 
half a mile; there is scarcely any water in the pump-hole, and even if there were a sufficient 
supply, the pump itself is out of order. The Board again calls the attention of the Com- 
missioners to this great inconvenience, and request they will give peremptory directions to 
their architect and contractor to provide a sufficient supply of water for the establishment, 
nothing having yet been done, notwithstanding our communication to the Commissioners on 
the 18th June. 

Proposed by Richard Grattan ; seconded by H. Watson. — Passed. 

Architect’s Note thereon. 

Attended Board of Guardians at Edenderry on the 6th August, and, after examining the 
well, informed them the supply appeared insufficient during this dry weather ; that I would 
bring the subject before the Poor Law Commissioners, and communicate with the Guardians 
accordingly. 

r<See letter to clerk of Guardians.] 

L Geo. W. 

MxNdte of Guardians, 23d July 1842. 

(No. 9204 D. 42.) 

Resolved, That Edward Wolstenholme, esq., F. L. Dames, esq., Michael Williams, esq., 
and Mr. P. Lacy, be appointed a '■’ct committee to inspect, inquire into, and report on, the 
Commissioners’ account of expc—es in the building of the workhouse, and the extra work 
thereto. 

Proposed by P. Lacy ; seconded by John Watson. — Passed. 

Minute of Guardians, 30th July 1842. 

(No. 9553 D. 42.) 

1. Resolved, That the committee appointed by this Board to investigate the building 
account of the workhouse, and the extra work done, as furnished to them by the Commis- 
sioners, having met to investigate the same, find it is impossible for them to do so, and form 
any opinion thereon to justify them in making a report to the Board, unless they have a copy 
of the original contract and specification ; and also their architect to explain the causes of 
the additional charges over and above said contract : we therefore do recommend that this 
Board do order their clerk to apply to the Commissioners for the original contract and 
specification, and request them to send down their architect to explain said accounts. 

Edward Wolstenholme. 

F. L. Dames. 

P. Lacy. 

Resolved, That our clerk be directed to write to the Commissioners, forwarding them the 
report on the building account. 

Proposed by Richard Grattan ; seconded by E. Wolstenholme. — Passed. 

Letter from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 9544 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Edenderry, 2d August 1 842. 

I am directed, by a resolution of the Edenderry Board of Poor Law Guardians, passed at 
a meeting held upon Saturday, 30th ultimo, to request that you will send down your architect 
to explain the building accounts to them, and furnish at the same time the original contract 
a «d specification for the building of the Edenderry Union Workhouse. 

I am, &c. 

Thomas Byrne, 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Clerk to the Board of Guardians of the 

kc. kc. kc. Edenderry Union. 

0i(5. k 3 Commissioners’ 
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Workhouses Commissioners’ Reply. 

(Co mplai nts). ^ Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 4 Aug. 1842. 

Edenderry Union. The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2d instant, 

requesting, by direction of the Board of Guardians of the Edenderry Union, that the architect 
may attend the Board, for the purpose of explaining the accounts of the contractor for 
building the workhouse ; and the Commissioners desire to state, that Mr. Wilkinson, the 
architect, will attend the meeting of the Board of Guardians on Saturday next, the 6th 
instant, and will at the same time furnish the Board with a copy of the original contract and 
specification for building the workhouse. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of the A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Edenderry Union. — 



Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 27tb August 1842. 

(No. 10842 D. 42.) 

Report of the Committee appointed by the Board of Guardians of the Edenderry Union 
to examine and report upon the Accounts furnished by the Commissioners for the 
Fittings and extra Works done at the Union Workhouse. 

The committee having gone through the accounts, and examined into the charges, as well 
as the necessity for the work done, came to the following Resolutions : — 

“ Resolved, That the account letter A., for making the fences, and marking out the boundary 
of the land taken for the workhouse, is most exorbitant, and that it should be reduced 
according to the Account hereunto annexed (marked Y.), to 26 /.17 s., instead of 75/. 2 s. 10 c/. 
“ Proposed by P. Boylan ; seconded by G. Reilly. 

“ Resolved, That the Accounts A. and B. be reduced, by deducting therefrom the large 
laundry stove, charged at 12/. 15s., it being utterly useless, and never used, and that the said 
stove should be returned to the contractor ; also that one pair of gates to inclose straw- 
yard, charged at 9/. 10s., be reduced to 2/. 10 s. The committee have had the timber, 
iron-work, &c. measured and valued, and the result was, that they could have procured a 
gate exactly similar in every respect at something less than the amount allowed, making 
amount of account allowed 19 /. 1 s. bd. 

“ Proposed by E. Wolstenholme; seconded by John Watson.” 



Account B. 

“ Resolved, That your committee having carefully examined every article of this account, 
are of opinion, that many of the charges are most extravagant, notwithstanding which, not 
feeling themselves fully competent to fix the exact and fair deductions upon each article, 
they recommend the Board to agree to the payment thereof, protesting at the same time 
against the charges being too high, and recommending the Board to apply to the Commis- 
sioners, requesting they will give the Board power to bring some proper person to examine 
the articles and work, and put a fair value on the same, on behalf of the Guardians and 
rate-payers of this Union, the committee being confident if this were done, the sum allowed 
m this account would prove to be as extravagant and dishonest as those which the com- 
mittee have themselves reduced, being for work done, of which they, from experience, were 
quite equal to form a correct opinion. 

“ Proposed by E. Wolstenholme ; seconded by J. Watson. 

“ Resolved, That, upon mature consideration of Accounts A. and D. for extra work done 
at the Union Workhouse, the committee recommend that the Board refuse to borrow the 
amount required, except the sum of 181 /. 18s. 4 d. for gangways, which they advise should be 
paid, as they think these may be considered as fittings coming in the place of bedsteads, 
and also that the clerk of works’ salary from 11th April 1840 to the 1st of January 1841 
should be paid amounting to 86/. 16s. id., that being the period within which, according 
to bond entered into with the contractor, the building was to have been completed, and pos- 
session given to the Guardians. ^ 

“ The committee recommend, that the remainder of this should not be paid, in consequence 
of the work charged therein being for work, some of which was included in the plan and 
specifications contracted for, and some for alterations and work which ought not to have 
been done, inasmuch as it consists of alterations and work which was not included in the 
plan specification or contract. The committee beg particularly to call the attention of the 
oVf/o „ i lte P! *“ thls , bl11 under the head “ Towers,” amounting to the enormous sum of 
2/1 1. 8s. 3 d ., which is charged, although forming a part of the orio-inal plan. 

Proposed by P. Lacy ; seconded by E. Wolstenholme.” 



Letter A. Account. 
128 days’ work 



Account Y. 



79 statute perches of fencing 
99 £ - - ditto 



3 - - ditto 



28 - - ditto 



To one wooden gate and posts 





£. s. d. 


at 1 s. per day 


6 8- 


at 2 s. per perch 


7 18 - 


at 2s. „ 


8 19 - 


at 2s. „ 


- 6 - 


at 2 s. „ 


2 16 - 


- 


- 10 - 


£. 


26 17 - 
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I. 

Resolved, That the above Report be entered upon the Minutes. Woikhouses 

Proposed by F. L. Dames ; seconded by M. Williams. — Passed. (Co mp am ts). 

J. H. Nangle, Chairman. Edenderry Union. 

Notice. — That I will upon next board-day, on Saturday, the 3d, move certain resolutions, 
according with the report of the committee appointed by the Board to examine and report 
upon the°accounts furnished by the Commissioners for extra work done at the workhouse, 
sDecifyins what sums should be paid, and what sums disallowed. 

1 Edward Wolstenholme. 

Resolved, That the accounts furnished by the Commissioners for extra work, &c. be 
ordered to be fair copied, and that our clerk be directed to employ a competent person for 
that purpose, under his own superintendence. 

Proposed by P. Lacy ; seconded by Geo. Reilly. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No. 10842 D. 42.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 2d September 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of 
the Board of Guardians of the Edenderry Union on the 27th ultimo, and with reference to 
the reports of the committee of Guardians respecting the contractor’s accounts for building 
the workhouse, the Commissioners desire to state, that they have communicated with their 
architect, and have received from him a report thereon, a copy of which is enclosed herewith, 
for the information of the Board of Guardians. 

The Commissioners request, that the subject may be laid before the Guardians at their 
next meeting, and the Commissioners will be prepared to issue the necessary order, under 
their hands and seal, for obtaining the further loan that may be required, which it is desirable 
to obtain as soon as practicable. 

By order, &c. 

To the Clerk of the Board of Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Edenderry Union. 

Report from Architect enclosed with foregoing. 

(No. 10992 D. 42.) P° or Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

’Gentlemen,"' . _ 2d September 1842. 

Having examined the statements contained in minutes of the meeting of the Board ot 
Guardians of the Edenderry Union on the 27th ultimo, with reference to the contractor s 
account for extra work executed in the erection of the workhouse, I beg to offer the following 
observations thereon. The Guardians state, that the prices allowed in the account are too 
high, and instance the charges for forming fences round the site, and for a gate inclosing a 
straw-shed; also the sum charged under the head of “Towers”; they also object to the 
sums included in the account for the laundry stove (which is stated to be useless), and for 
the payment of the salary of the clerk of works beyond the 1st January 1841, being the date 
for the completion of the contract work. 

With reference to the above objections generally, I regret that I have not the account by 
me (it is now with the Guardians), or I should be able more particularly to describe the 
prices that have been allowed, the Guardians in their statement having adopted the con- 
tractor’s charges, rather than the sums allowed him, between the amounts of which there is 
a very considerable difference, owing to the reductions made in the examination of the 
account. 1 can, however, state, in reference to the fences, that the work was directed to be 
carried on by the contractor, as well to avoid delay in the inclosure of the site at that period, 
as to prevent the necessity for bringing workmen unconnected with the contractor in contact 
with his men ; it would also have been necessary for the Commissioners to have made 
weekly payments to the labourers who would have been required, if the work had been done 
under local contract; previously, however, to directing the contractor to proceed, the clerk 
of works was instructed to obtain local proposals ; but it was ultimately found that, under 
all circumstances, the employment of the contractor was the most favourable. 

The price assumed by the Guardians as a proper sum for the work is, I am satisfied, 
much lower than the work could have been done for ; but I have no doubt that work of this 
kind can frequently be executed by country gentlemen on terms less than what has been 
allowed the contractor; this kind of field-work has, in several Unions, been done by tender, 
hut in no instance, however favourable, has the work been performed at any thing like the 
prices proposed by the Guardians. . 

The charge of 9 Z. 10 s. is the amount claimed by the contractor for a gate, on which, 1 am ot 
opinion, that it will be found that a fair and proper reduction has been made in the account. 

I can state, from notes I have, that the sum of 2 . 1 . 10s. is very much below the value ot 
the gate, with the iron and stone work connected therewith. 

The sum stated to be charged for the towers is for extra work occasioned by an altered 
arrangement made on the contract drawings, with the view of effecting a more complete 
ventilation, the substituted drawings being those from which the turrets in all contracts 
entered into from that time were constructed, and the sum allowed the contractor is only 
a small portion of that sum which is properly stated by the Guardians to be an enormous 
6l6. R 4 char S e - 
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Workhouses charge. The sum allowed for the laundry stove is no more than the fair value of the article 
(Co mplain ts). and it is considered indispensable for the establishment. ' 

Edenderrv~Union . T ! >e sal "i y ° f *•<**<*»«*• " as expected to be limited to the period for con- 
Edenderry Union, tact completion of tile Imildmg; the contract itself provides for an extension of the date 
tor all unfavourable weather, in addition to which an allowance must be made for the time he 
was employed in superintending the execution of the additional works in fixtures, &c. &c. 

The building has, however, been delayed in its completion longer than it was considered 
necessary ; and this circumstance has not been overlooked in the recommendation 1 have 
made in my report on the contractor’s account, that a reduction of a portion of the salary 
of the clerk of works should be made from the balance of the contractor’s account. In 
conclusion I have to add, that more time than usual was devoted to the examination of this 
account, in consequence of the contractor having made claims so much beyond what he 
was entitled to ; and there is not a single item in the account but has been fully considered 
with reference to the contract ; and I am of opinion that nothing will be found that will 
occasion any change m the award that I have made, for the whole of the charges have been 
carefully gone through with the plans and specification which form the contract, and which 
clearly show the extent of the contractor’s engagements. 

I am, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Geo. Wilkinson. 



Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 3d September 1842. 

(No. 11243 D. 42.) 

Resolved, That the report and resolutions of the committee appointed by this Board to 
examine and report upon the accounts sent to the Board of Guardians by the Commissioners 
purporting to be for extra work done at the workhouse, and for fittings, &c., be adopted’ 
and entered upon the minute book; and that our clerk be directed to forward a copy to the 
Commissioners. 1 J 

Resolved, That this Board regret much the course the Commissioners adopted, and the 
manner in which they treated the Board of Guardians at the forming of the Union The 
Guardians were then and ever have been most anxious to render the Commissioners every 
assistance, in order to give the experiment of the Poor Law Act in Ireland a fair trial • 'to 
effect this, they were of opinion, and still remain so, that the great points to be kept steadily 
m view were the utmost economy in every expenditure, having always a due regard to the 
comfort and health of the paupers. With these opinions, they were sorry to see the 
ridiculous and expensive style of Elizabethan architecture chosen by the Commissioners for 
the workhouse proposed to be erected for this Union ; they made these objections and remon- 
strated with the Commissioners at the time, but all suggestions from them were treated 
with contempt, and they themselves with marked discourtesy. The consequence has been 
that the workhouse now built, notwithstanding the extravagant sum expended thereon 
must undergo many alterations before it can be suited either to the convenience or health 
of the paupers. The house and all the appurtenances were, as the Commissioners informed 
tins Board, to be built by contract according to the plan, with estimate and specifications, 
furnished by their architect; and the Commissioners required the Board of Guardians to 
execute the bond for the amount which they stated was to complete the building and 
fittings, which bond was executed accordingly, and the money borrowed from the Treasury 
to be charged upon the rates of the Union. The Board of Guardians having raised the 
money according to the amount of the contract, had every right to expect the workhouse 
would have been delivered to them at the time appointed without any further demand, 
ihe Cuardians are of opinion that the contractor was bound to complete the work according 
to his contract, and that the architect should not have altered his plans or specifications 
after the contract was made for the building; that the Board having borrowed the money 
stated by the Commissioners to be the amount required to complete the building do not 
consider themselves authorized to borrow any further sum to make good overcharged (caused 
by the neglect of the architect) above the sum contracted for, and reler the Commissioners 
to the plan and specifications of their architect, and the contract entered into by their 
directions for completing the building. The Board are willing to borrow the sum of 
592^l6s. 11 d. as per annexed schedule Y., X., to pay for the extra charges upon fittings 
lor the gangways, the clerks salary, and for work done at sundry times, although they 
consider the charge for contingencies allowed in the estimate, amounting to 51 0( “should 
have covered all work coming under the denomination of work done sundry times 



Accounts Y., X., referred to in the foregoing Resolution. 
Account A. £ 

128 days' work - - - at is. per day li s’ 

79 statute perches of fencing - at 2 s. per perch i 7 is 
90S - - ditto - . . at 2 s. r „ am 

3 - - ditto - - . ate, ' „ 

28 - - ditto - - . al2s . ’ j 2 16 

1 wooden gate, posts, &c. - - . . _ , 0 
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Account B. 

Contractor’s account delivered - - - - 960 -1 

Deduction by architect - - - - - 172 9 4 



To amount borrowed for fittings and other works not) 
provided for in contract - - - - -/ 



Account C. 

Contractor’s account 

Architect’s deductions 



Guardians’ deductions for gate - 



Account X. 
Gangways 
Clerk’s salary 



Total amount to be paid : 
Account A. - 
„ B. - 
„ C. - 



26 17 - 
187 10 9 
34 6 5 
344 2 9 



Resolved, That, in reference to Mr. Wilkinson’s report of the 2 d September upon the 
extra accounts for fittings and extra work, this Board consider it the report of a person who 
stands charged with a dereliction of duty, which charge this Board still insists upon, and 
therefore consider that Mr. Wilkinson is not the man to decide upon the fairness of this 
account, which he adopts as his own ; but if the Commissioners wish to act fairly by the 
rate-payers they will assist the Guardians in investigating these enormous charges, instead 
of attempting to enforce the payment, to which the Guardians will never consent. 

Proposed by E. Wolstenholme ; seconded by R. Grattan. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No. 13133 D.42.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 11 th October 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners transmit to you herewith an order under their hands 
and seal, authorizing and requiring the Guardians of the Edenderry Union to borrow 
the sum of money therein specified, for the purposes in the said order mentioned, and 
charge the same upon the future poor-rates of the Union, under the provisions of the 
1st & 2d Viet. c. 66. 

The Commissioners forward to you a form of application to the Commissioners for the 
Issue of Loans for Public Works and Fisheries, &c., which you are requested to return, when 
executed, to the Poor Law Commissioners, who will forward the application to the Public 
Works Loan Board. 

The majority of the Guardians present, and voting at any meeting, have the power of 
resolving to make the application for the loan ; but any resolution to that effect should be 
entered in the minute book, and should be verified by the signatures of three Guardians 
present at the meeting, one of them being the chairman, whose signature should purport to 
he affixed on behalf of the majority of the Guardians present at the meeting; the memorial 
should then be countersigned by yourself, as clerk to the Guardians, and by the Guardians 

present. 

The proper form to observe is the following : — 

‘ At a meeting of the Guardians of the Poor of the Union, held on 

day of &c., it was resolved, &c. 

“ (signed) A. B. 

“ Chairman of the Meeting, signing on behalf of the majority. 
u Y. Z. Clerk of the Union.” „ ^/^-Guardians present.” 

I am, &c. 

Io the Clerk of the Guardians of the Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Edenderry Union. 

^*6- S Commissioners' 
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Commissioners’ Order transmitted with foregoing Letter. 

To the Guardians of the Poor of the Edenderry Union, and to all others whom it may 
concern. 

Whereas it appeared expedient to us, the Poor Law Commissioners, for the due execution 
of the provisions of an Act passed in the Session of Parliament held in the first and second 
years of the reign of Her present Majesty Queen Victoria, intituled, “ An Act for the more 
effectual Relief of the destitute Poor in Ireland,” that a workhouse should be built within 
the Union of Edenderry for the reception, employment, classification and relief of destitute 
persons therein : 

And whereas we did determine to build such workhouse, and, in the execution of the said 
determination, did contract and agree for the purchase of certain land and premises, and 
did testify our approval of certain plans of a workhouse, by affixing our seal thereto, such 
workhouse being designed for the reception and proper accommodation of eight hundred 
destitute poor persons, men, women and children, properly classified : 

And whereas it appeared to us expedient that such part only of the said plans should, in 
the first instance, be executed as might be requisite for the reception and classification of 
six hundred destitute poor; and that the completion of the said workhouse should be 
deferred until it should appear to us necessary to complete the same : 

And whereas it was represented to us that the cost of obtaining immediate possession of 
the said lands and premises, and of erecting, according to the plans aforesaid, such portion 
of the said workhouse as we did determine, in the first instance, to complete, and of the 
fitting and furnishing the same, and of providing utensils, instruments and machinery for 
setting the poor to work therein, together with the sum required for the purchase of the 
said lands and premises, would amount to the sum of 6,700 Z. sterling, or thereabouts: 

And whereas, by an order under our hands and seal, bearing date the 24th day of October 
1839, we did, in execution of the powers given to us by the said Act, order and direct the 
Guardians of the said Union to assess, raise and levy the sum of 6,700Z. sterling, as a poor- 
rate on the rateable hereditaments in or arising within the said Union, or to borrow the said 
sum according to the provisions of the said Act, and to charge the same, together with all 
interest that might accrue thereon, on the future poor-rate of the said Union, and we did 
thereby authorize the said Guardians to borrow the said sum, and charge the said rate 
accordingly : 

And whereas the sum of 6,700 Z. has been so borrowed, in pursuance of our said recited 
order of the 24th day of October 1839, but it has since been represented to us that, for the 
purpose of completing the said workhouse and rendering it fit for the reception of destitute- 
poor, a further sum of 1,250 Z. will be necessary ; 

Now know ye, that we, the Poor Law Commissioners, do, in execution of the powers given 
to us by the said Act, and for the purpose of enabling us to defray the expense of 
completing the building of such part of the said workhouse as was, in the first instance, 
intended to be built, and for the other hereinbefore-recited purposes, order and direct the 
Guardians of the said Union to borrow the said further sum of 1,250 Z. sterling, according 
to the provisions of the said Act, and to charge the same, together with°all interest 
that may accrue thereon, on the future poor-rate of the said Union ; and we do hereby 
authorize the said Guardians to borrow the said sum and charge the said rate accordingly. 

Given under the hands and seal of us, the Poor Law Commissioners, this sixth 
day of October, in the year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and 
Forty- two. 

( L> s *) (signed) G. C. Lewis. 

Forward by post, 10 October 1842. Edmund W. Head. 

(signed) Geo. NichoUs. 

Form of Application enclosed with foregoing. 

To the Commissioners for the Issue of Loans for Public Works and Fisheries, &c. 
under the Act 5 Viet. Sess. 2 , c. 9. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

We, the Guardians of a certain Union in Ireland, constituted under an order of the 
Poor Law Commissioners, in pursuance of the provisions of the 1st & 2 d Viet. c. 56 , 
bearing date the day of and commonly called the 

Union,” have the honour to transmit to you herewith a copy of an order 
which we have received from the said Commissioners, bearing date the 
da y of whereby the said Commissioners have authorized and directed us to 

borrow the sum of for the purpose of defraying the remainder of the 

expenses incurred in building a workhouse, and in fitting and furnishing the same, for the 
reception, employment, classification and relief of destitute poor persons therein, the sum of 
obtained as a loan under a previous order of the said Commissioners, 
bearing date the day of having been found insufficient 

for the purposes above mentioned. 

In pursuance of the said order of the day of and of the 

provisions of the said Act, enabling us in that behalf, we do hereby make application for the 
sum of pounds, for the purposes specified in the said order, and we 

propose to secure the repayment of the said advance, or such part thereof as the Lords of 
Her Majesty’s Treasury may from time to time consent to be advanced, by twenty equal 

instalments, 
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instalments, with the interest which may from time to time accrue thereon, in pursuance of 
the provision in the 90th section of the said Act in that behalf contained, by a charge or 
charges on the future poor-rates of the said Union. J 0 

Signed this day of 184 . 

Chairman of the Meeting, signing on behalf of the majority. 
Clerk of the Union. |Two of the Guardians present. 



Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 15th October 1842. 

(No. 13689 D. 42.) 

1st. Resolved, That, having received the Commissioners’ order to borrow 1,250/., for the 
purpose, as stated in the said order, of completing the Edenderry Workhouse, we respectfully 
beg to know whether the Commissioners mean to add accommodation for 200 more paupers 
to this house; when the fact is, that we have never had within a hundred of the number this 
present building is calculated to hold ; or, if not, what other completion do the Commissioners 
contemplate ? 

Proposed by Ed. Wolstenholme ; seconded by F. L. Dames.— Passed. 

* * * * # 

Commuxication from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

-ru'r) T o • • 28th October 1842. 

I he roor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of the 
Board of Guardians of the Edenderry Union on the 1 5th instant, and, with reference to the 
resolution requiring information relative to the purposes for which the additional loan of 
1,250/. is required, desire to state, that the sum required is for the payment of the contractor 
on account of expenses already incurred in building the present workhouse, intended to 
accommodate 600 poor persons. The house, however, like other Union Workhouses, is built 
on a plan capable of future contingent enlargement, as, for instance, in the present case, the 
workhouse, should it ever be required, can be made capable of accommodating 800 persons. 

lhe Commissioners trust that this explanation will be satisfactory to the Board of 
Guardians, and that they will at once proceed to make the necessary application for the 



By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Edenderry Union. 

Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 29th October 1842. 

(No. 14444 D. 42.) 

1st. Resolved, That our clerk be directed to write to the Commissioners, requesting they 
will refer to the plans, estimates and specifications for the building of this workhouse 
amounting to 5,300 /., as well as for the fittings, amounting to 600/., and contingencies’ 
amounting to 010 /., and also to call their attention to the contract entered into by this 
Board, underthe directions of the Commissioners, with Mr. Mulleda, for the completing said 
minding according to said contract and specifications, and also to the resolutions passed at 
.a u ° n the 3d ° f Se P tember last > when it will appear, that the whole sum required 
underthe contract, for building this workhouse, tocontain 600-paupers, amounting to the 
said sum of 5,300/., has been already borrowed and paid to Mr. Mulleda, as well as the 
sum of 600/., the money required under the head of fittings, and 500/. for contingencies, 
lhat it appears therefore to this Board, there is only due to said contractor the extra 
" r g. e tor fittings and contingencies, amounting to 592/. 16s. lid. 

lhis Board respectfully submit to the Commissioners, that they cannot be called upon to 
Pay any extra charge over and above the contract for the building of the house ; that 
avmg been, as before stated, built under contract, according to plan and specifications, to 
'-on tain 600 paupers. 1 ’ 

That this Board will most willingly borrow any further sum for making additions to this 
poorhouse : whenever it is deemed necessary, which, however, at present does not seem likely 
to „. ref l uired 5 and tl,,s Board cannot help again calling the attention of the Commissioners 
r ? va S arit a nd wasteful expenditure incurred at this Union through the ignorance or 
“egiect of the architect. 0 

Proposed by J. H. Nangle ; seconded by M. Williams. — Passed. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 



me!| 1 ^J >0 ? r .i La ^ Co \ nn i i ^ !ioners have had under consideration the resolution passed at the 
the ho« ° • e ?°? rd °f Guardians of the Edenderry Union cn the 29th ultimo, relative to 
tractor f° Wl u^ij- tbe additional loan required for payment of the balance due to the con- 
61 ti ° r bui din S the workhouse; and, in reference thereto, the Commissioners desire to 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
3d November 1842. 
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Workhouses state, that, in the case of the Edenderry Workhouse, as in many others, it became necessary, 
(Complaints). during the progress of the work, to vary the original plan of the building, and to introduce 

improvements, either of arrangement or construction. The terms of the contract provide for 

Edenderry Union. guc | 1 var j a tj ons f rom the plan and specification, should the architect of the Commissioners 
consider them advisable; and it is also provided, that any additional expense incurred thereby 
should be settled by the architect, whose decision is binding upon the contractor. In this 
way it has occurred that the total cost of the erection of the workhouse has exceeded the 
original estimate, and it has become necessary to put the Commissioners in possession of 
funds, so that they may make those additional payments to the builder which their architect 
has certified to be due to him. 

The Commissioners trust that the Guardians will find this statement satisfactory, and 
that they will not hesitate, after this explanation, to enable the Commissioners to discharge 
the contractor’s account; and furthermore, the Commissioners claim from the Board of 
Guardians credence for their assertion, that, being responsible for the contract, they have 
been actuated solely by a desire to provide for the Board of Guardians of the Edenderry 
Union a suitable workhouse for the reception of the destitute poor, and that throughout the 
entire proceeding the interest of the rate-payers has been carefully kept in view. 

The accounts already sent to the Board of Guardians will afford full information as to the 
additional expense incurred in the manner above stated. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Edenderry Union. 



Further Report of the Commissioners’ Architect, with reference to the foregoing Papers. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Gentlemen, 26th November 1842. 

In obedience to your instructions, I have to offer the following observations on the further 
statements made by the Board of Guardians of the Edenderry Union, as contained in the 
minutes of their meetings of the 3d September and 29th October 1 842, being a continuation 
of the former statements as contained in their minutes of proceedings of the 27th August 1842 
and which were severally replied to in my report to your Board of the 2d of September 1842. 

The statements on which the Guardians continue their objections to the borrowing the 
sum of 1,250/. required for the payment of the balance of the contractor’s account, are, that 
the building has been erected at an extravagant cost, and that the amount of the contract 
entered into with Mr. Mulleda should include all the additional works which have been per- 
formed, and that they consider they cannot be called on to pay any extra charge over and 
above the contract, and that the amount of loan originally borrowed is sufficient for paying 
all that the contractor is entitled to. 

They also state, that the house must undergo many alterations before it can be suitable 
either for the convenience or health of the paupers. 

As regards the first objection, to the extravagant cost of the building, it is considered 
there arc no good grounds for complaint, the building being contracted for by competition, 
at an amount certainly not exceeding the value of the work, and the sum certified to be due 
for the works performed, in addition to the contract being no more than the fair value of the 
work actually executed. The total cost of the building is, moreover, less in amount than 
that of any other kind of public building which can be instanced in the country, that 
possesses the same capacity, and which is built with equally good materials, and is very 
much less costly than any English workhouse of similar size. 

With reference to the account for additional works, and the cause of their being carried 
into execution, the Guardians have been informed in my report on the account dated the 
31st of May 1842, a copy of which was forwarded to them, together with the statement of 
the amount further required to pay the contractor’s balance. Notwithstanding the Guardians’ 
statement, that the account of the loan originally obtained ought to cover all the works which 
have been performed in addition to the contract, they clearly admit that works have been 
executed in addition to the contract, and of a value beyond the amount of the loan that has 
been already obtained. In this respect, therefore, the real cause of objection on the part of 
the Guardians to comply with the Commissioners’ order appears therefore exclusively to 
refer to the amount at which the works have been valued ; and this, as before stated, is no 
more than the fair value of the work performed. 

The Guardians have expressed their willingness to borrow a sum of 510Z. for those works 
for which they are called on by the Commissioners to borrow a sum of 1,250 /., and tire state- 
ment on which they are willing to borrow this sum is as follows : — 



For the construction of the mound fence around the site 
For fittings, being the excess in the contractor’s account of the sum 
of 600 /., provided for them in the original loan - 
For sundry works, less the reduction of 4 Z. 10s. made by them on 
the charge for a gate - - - - - 

For gangways, 257 Z. 6 s. 2 </., and clerk of works* salary, 86 Z. 1 6 s. 7 d. 



£. s. 
26 17 



I have to remark, that the remaining works, as contained in the account, have been all 
performed under the provisions of the same building contract as these, for which the 
Guardians are willing to borrow the 592/. 16s. 11 c?. 

On 
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On the several items of the foregoing amount of 592/. 16s. lit/., I have to offer the fol- Workhouses 

lowing observations ; and it will be seen, that the contractor’s account, as adjusted, has not (Complaints). 

been sufficiently understood by the Guardians ; and it is therefore presumed, that if it was 

more closely examined by them, they would arrive at a different opinion to that which they Edenderry Union, 
have expressed with regard to the charges for the works which they are called on to provide 
payment for. 

r The first item is forming the fence around the site, and the amount of 26/. 17s. is the 
Guardians’ valuation, which is quite insufficient, there being two distinct fences formed 
around the site, owing to the change in the extent of it from four statute acres, first directed 
to be enclosed, to four Irish acres : the sum allowed the contractor also includes repairs to 
the fences. 

This change has already been remarked on in my report of the 2d September, before 
alluded to. The second item is 187 /. 10 s. 9 d. for fittings ; and the sum proposed is without 
regard to the works performed. 

The third item appears an accidental selection of a portion of the whole account ; the works 
included in which, certainly, are in no respect different from others which are charged for. 

The fourth item is for gangways, 257/. 6 s. 2d., and clerk of works, 86/. 16s. Id., making 
the total of 344/. 2s. 9d. This item is a clear evidence that the Guardians have not made 
themselves familiar with the account, the sum of 257/. 6 s. 2d. being the sum charged by the 
contractor, and much beyond the sum certified to be due to him, viz. 181 /. 18*. 4d. Ac- 
cording to this proposition, the Guardians would therefore be paying more than is either 
correct, or than they are called upon for. In addition to this oversight, several others occur 
in the minutes before referred to, and they are clear evidence that the Guardians are making 
objections on mistaken views ; for instance, the Guardians, in showing their objection to the 
charges, state that a sum of 271/. 8s. 3 d. is charged for towers, whereas the sum included 
in the account forming the balance due to contractor is greatly below it ; I cannot state the 
exact amount, the accounts being with the Guardians. 

As regards the statement that the house must undergo many alterations to renderjit 
habitable, I am at a loss to know on what grounds this assertion is made. The house is 
similar in its arrangements to other buildings, and no alteration has either been made, or 
proposed to be made, in them, and, in my opinion, none are required. There is, however, one 
subject which affects the convenience of the house, viz. the well, which has not afforded a 
sufficient supply during the late very dry summer ; there was, however, an abundant supply 
at the time the house was occupied ; the Guardians have, nevertheless, been informed, that 
the contractor was considered legally responsible for the deeper sinking, if necessary, and 
they were advised to employ local workmen to do what was required, and they were informed 
that the fair expense would be retained from the balance of the contractor’s account. On 
the whole, I beg again to repeat, that there is no ground whatever for the objections raised 
by the Board of Guardians. j ^ 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. Geo. Wilkinson. 



Minute of Guardians. 

5th November 1842. 

Resolved, That the clerk be ordered to specially summon all the Guardians for Saturday 
next, to take into final consideration the order made by the Commissioners for the borrowing 
the sum of 1,250/., in addition to the sum already paid for completing the Union Workhouse. 

Proposed by F. L. Dames ; seconded by W. Foot. — Passed. 

Resolution of Guardians. 

(No. 15882 D. 42.) 26th November 1842. 

6th. Resolved, That ever since our appointment as Guardians to the Edenderry Union, 
we have endeavoured, with our utmost ability, to carry into full and fair operation the great 
experiment which the Government wish to make as to the introduction of tne system of Poor 
Laws into Ireland ; but that as members of this Board we never can sanction the levying a 
cess upon the rate-payers for the purpose of discharging a demand which, after the closest 
end most minute examination, this Board deem most extravagant, exorbitant and unjust, and 
which no rate-payer in his private capacity would have submitted to. The Commissioners, 
by having insisted on our payment of a demand of the nature above mentioned, have com- 
pelled us, with extreme regret, legally to resist these unjust and arbitrary proceedings, by 
showing cause against the mandamus obtained in the Court of Queen’s Bench, at the prose- 
cution of the said Commissioners. 

Proposed by E. Wolstenholme ; seconded by F. L. Dames. — Passed. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No. 3583 D. 43.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

®* r > 3d March 1843. 

1 am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to forward to you the enclosed copy of an 
order, requiring the Board of Guardians to borrow the sum of 1,250/., and rescinding; the 
order of the 6th October last, respecting which, proceedings are now pending in the Court 
p ^een’s Bench A form of application to the Commissioners for the Issue of Loans for 
ublic Works and Fisheries is also forwarded herewith. 

o! 6. s 3 You 
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You are requested to lay the documents before the Guardians at their next meeting and 
return the fortn of application duly signed, according to the instructions at foot thereof to 
the Poor Law Commissioners, who will forward it to the Public Works Loan Commissioners. 

* am » & c - 

1 o the Clerk to the Guard ians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk . 

Edenderry Union. 



Commissioners’ Order transmitted with foregoing Letter. 

To the Guardians of the Poor of the Edenderry Union, and to all others whom it mav 
concern. } 

Whereas it appeared expedient to us, the Poor Law Commissioners, for the due execution 
of the provisions of an Act passed in the Session of Parliament held in the first and second 
years of the reign of Her present Majesty Queen Victoria, intituled, « An Act for the more 
effectual Relief of the destitute Poor in Ireland,” that a workhouse should be built within 
the Union of Edenderry for the reception, employment, classification and relief of destitute 
poor persons therein : e 

And whereas we did determine to build such workhouse, and, in the execution of the said 
determination, did contract and agree for the purchase of certain land and premises, and did 
testify our approval of certain plans of a workhouse, by fixing our seal thereto, such work- 
house being designed for the reception and proper accommodation of eight hundred destitute 
poor persons, men, women and children, properly classified : 

And whereas it appeared to us expedient, that such part only of the said plans should 
in the first instance, be executed as might be requisite for the 'reception and classification 
of six hundred destitute poor; and that the completion of the said workhouse should be 
deterred until it should appear to us necessary to complete the same : 

And whereas it was estimated that the cost of obtaining immediate possession of the 
said land and premises, and of erecting, according to the plans aforesaid, such portion of 
the said workhouse as we did determine, in the first instance, to complete, to«- e ther with 
the sum required for the purchase of said lands and premises, would amount to "the sum of 
6,700/. sterling, or thereabouts : 

And whereas by an order under our hands and seal, bearing date the 24th day of October 
1839, we did, m execution of the powers given to us by the said Act, order arid direct the 
Guardians of the said Union to assess, raise and levy the sum of 6,700/. sterling as a poor 
rate on the rateable hereditaments in or arising within the said Union, or to borcow the said 
sum according to the provisions of the said Act, and to charge the same, together with all 
interest that might accrue thereon, on the future poor-rate of the said Union, and we did 
thereby authorize the said Guardians to borrow the said sum, and charge the said rot* 
accordingly: 6 “ ,u rjie 

And whereas, by an order, bearing date the nth day of December 1841, we did state 
that the workhouse had been completed, and was then in a state to he used for the reception 
of paupers, and did thereupon declare, in pursuance of the provisions of the said Act the 
said workhouse to be from aud otter the 21st day of December 1841, lit for the recent on 
of destitute poor, and did order and direct the Guardians to take order for relievingand 
setting to work in the said workhouse, according to the provisions of the Baid reci’ed Act 
destitute poor persons : L > 

And whereas the said sum of 6,700/. has been so borrowed, in pursuance of our said 
recited order of the 25th day of October 1839, but we have since ascertained that the said 
sum .s insufficient to defray the expenses incurred before the said 11th December 1841 in 
the erection of the said workhouse, and a further sum of 1,250/. is required to defrav ’the 
expenses so incurred : ’ e,ri v uie 

Now we, the Poor Law Commissioners, in consideration of the powers given to ns by the 

and diree^tlw c' *4“ pUrp ?,f of us defray *he said expenses, do hereby order 

and direct the Guardians of the said Union to borrow the said further sum of 1,250/. sterling 
according to the provisions of the said Act, and to charge the same, together with all interest 
that may accrue thereon, on the future poor-rate of the said Union 
And we do hereby rescind an order under our hands and seal, addressed by us on the 
6th day o! October 1842, to the Guard.ans of the said Union, by which the said Guardians 

^So^ 

Given under the hands and seal of ns, the Poor Law Commissioners, this 25th 
day of February, in the year of our Lord 1843. 

(l.s.) (signed) Geo. JVicholts. 

G. C. lewis. 

Edmund W. Head. 

Form of Application accompanying the foregoing. 

To the Commissioners for the Issue of Loans for Public Works and Fisheries &c. 

under the Act 5 Viet, Sess. 2, c. 9. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T ™ r™ Gl, “ rdla ” s ° f * cer,ain Url '° n ; n Ireland, constituted under an order of the Poor 
dttLhe id, 8 f’lyT p “" ma ” ce ° f lbe provisions of the 1st & 2d Viet. c. 56, bearing 
date the 7th day of May 1838, and commonly called “ The lidemlerry Union,” have the 

honour 
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honour to transmit to you herewith a copy of an order which we have received from the said Workhouses 
Commissioners bearing date the 25th day of February 1 843, whereby the said Commissioners (Complaints). 

have authorized and directed us to borrow the sum of 1,250/. sterling, for the purpose of 

enabling the said Commissioners to defray the expenses incurred in the erection of a work- Edenderry Union, 
house for the said Union, before such workhouse was declared fit for the reception of destitute 
poor, the sum of 6,700/. obtained as a loan under a previous order of the said Commis- 
sioners, bearing date the 25th day of October 1839, having been found insufficient for that 
purpose. 

[n pursuance of the said order of the 2oth day of February 1843, and of the provisions of 
the said Act enabling us in that behalf, we do hereby make application for the sum of 
1,250 /.sterling, for the purpose specified in the said order; and we propose to secure the 
repayment of the said advance, or such part thereof as the Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury 
may from time to time consent to be advanced, by twenty equal annual instalments, with 
the interest which may from time to time accrue thereon, in pursuance of the provision in 
the 90th section of the said Act in that behalf contained, by a charge or charges on the 
future poor-rates of the said Union. 6 

Signed this day of 1843. 

Chairman of the Meeting, signing on behalf of the majority. 

Clerk of the Union. |Two of the Guardians present. 



Letter from the Guardians to the Commissioners ; received 17th March 1843. 

(No. 5246 D. 43.) 

„ . Office, Edenderry Union Workhouse. 

Gentlemen, 16th March 1843. 

1 am directed by the Board of Guardians of the Edenderry Poor Law Union to write to 
you, requesting to know whether the Guardians of this house are required to borrow two 
separate sums of 1,250/. each, inasmuch as by your letter of the 3d instant you required 
the Guardians to borrow one sum of 1,250/., while in the same letter you state, the 
proceedings are still pending in the Court of Queen’s Bench against the Guardians, to 
compel them to borrow a like sum of 1,250 /. 

I have, &c., 

Thomas Byrne, 

lo the Poor Law Commissioners. Clerk to the Guardians. 

Letter from the Commissioners, in reply to the foregoing. 

«. Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

T , 17th March 1843. 

am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
ot the 16th instant relative to the Commissioners’ letter of the 3d instant, forwarding a copy 
, an order directing the Board of Guardians of the Edenderry Union to borrow a further 
wan ot 1,250/., to defray the expenses incurred in providing the workhouse; and, in 
reference thereto, l am to request the attention of the Board of Guardians to the last clause 
isao da . . e 25dl ultimo, which clause rescinds the order dated the 6th October 

2 : the Commissioners conceive that no doubt could exist as to their meaning, which 
nnply was, that the order rescinded is the one respecting which proceedings are still 
pending in the Court of Queen’s Bench. It is equally evident, that if that order is rescinded 
e ore it has been complied with, no obligation can continue in force, under its provisions, 
o borrow the sum of 1,250/., as originally contemplated; but a fresh obligation is created 
y me order now issued (that is to say, the order dated 25th February 1843) to borrow such 
an j"™ ot ?» 28 ®f 5 consequently the Guardians are only required to raise one such sum, 
nd that will be m pursuance of the order last issued. 

I am, key ■— 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of the Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Edenderry Union. 

Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 11th March 1843 ; received 17th March 1843. 
< No - 5258 D. 43.) 

simlSV 1 " 5 P el ; tion propoBed by Edward Wolstenholme, esq., shall be fairly copied and 
Commons ° M c ,airman on llellalf “ f lhis Board > and presented to the House of Lords and 

a n a’nni; 011 .- sodod °r, ^ . Lewis, esq., be directed to serve notice upon the Commissioners of 
of the 9 - C *k • >n *° r 6 '^ ourt Queen’s Eench for a writ of certiorari to remove their order 
into n inatant , om ^e Commissioners to the Guardians, to borrow the sum of 1,250/. 

mat Court, provided he be so advised by counsel. 



ENNISCORTHY 
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Woikhouses 
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ENNISCORTHY UNION. 



Enniscorthy Union. Minute of Guardians, 6th May 1842. 

(No. 5932 D. 42.) 

That, from report of the backward state of the house, and feeling the period for its 
completion to have expired many months, this Board proceed forthwith to view the work- 
house, and report their opinion of its state to the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin, with the 
view of recommending enforcement from the contractor’s sureties, either for its immediate 
completion, or the penalties of the non-fulfilment of the contract. 

Note. — The architect’s attention directed to the above resolution, 14th May 1842. 

Attended to. 

20 May 1842. Geo. W. 



Minute of Guardians, 3d June 1842. 

(No. 7010 D. 42.) 

That the Board of Guardians having made the necessary preparations in procuring 
clothing, &c., it is desirable that the poorhouse should be opened with the least possible 
delay, and that the Commissioners be requested to expedite the opening of the house. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 16th June 1842. 

In reference to the resolution, the Commissioners desire to state, for the information of 
the Guardians, that they have accepted a tender from Mr. Jason Sherwood to complete the 
several fittings required for the workhouse, for the sum of 470/. in about ten weeks; and 
arrangements are beino- made to conclude a contract with him forthwith, and to have the 
works completed accordingly. 



Minutes of Guardians, 23d September 1842. 

(No. 12431 D. 42.) 

The clerk read a letter from R. M. Muggeridge, esq., Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, 
stating his inability to attend the Board’s meeting of this day, regretting the delay occasioned 
in opening the house by reason of the want of water, and advising the Board not to admit 
the poor until the clerk of works report a sufficient quantity of water appears in the well 
sinking for the pump. 

The clerk of works was called in, and conferred with on the subject of the time in which 
water would be probably found, when he stated he supposed it could be had at a distance of 
sixteen feet from the level on which the men were now at work ; that he could not, however, 
give a satisfactory answer on the subject, so much depended on the continuance of the rock 
through which they were at present sinking. 

Moved by Mr. Hoar, and seconded by Mr. Byrne : 

That as complaints are constantly made to us by the rate-payers of the hardship of having 
paid their rates, and being obliged at the same time not only to give relief to the poor of 
their own neighbourhood, but also to those from other Unions where the workhouses have 
been opened, we consider the delay in the opening of this workhouse a great hardship on 
them ; and as the want of water in the well of the pump appears now to be the only obstacle 
to prevent our doing so, we beg to suggest, that should tliis difficulty continue, a supply of 
water may be obtained from a mill-race running about forty yards from the house, at a 
trifling expense of about 2s. 6 d. per day, and respectfully urge the attention of the 
Commissioners to the circumstance, requesting they will, without further delay, order 
preparations to be made, with the view of the immediate opening of the house. 



Minute of Guardians, 21st October 1842. 

(No. 13840 D. 42.) 

The clerk read a letter from Mr. Muggeridge, Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, stating 
his inability to attend the Board’s meeting this day, owing to his being obliged to be at the 
Shillelagh Workhouse to audit the accounts of that Union, recommending the Board to 
inquire of the clerk of works the time at which it will be likely to find water in the well 
sinking for the pump. 

The clerk of works was called in, and examined on the subject of the water, when he 
6tated that the workmen were sinking the pump at the rate of about three feet per week, but 
that he could not offer his opinion with any confidence as to the time when water might be 
found in sufficient quantity to supply the house. 

Moved by Captain Nunn, and seconded by Mr. Farmar : 

That, with reference to our resolution of the 23d of September, we feel much disappointed 
at the delay in the opening of the house for the reception of the poor, particularly as the 
winter is fast approaching, and that with apparent severity. We therefore urgently request 
that the Commissioners will forthwith order the house to be opened, as a supply of water 
can be had from the mill-stream at so trifling an expense, and we cannot but express our 
surprise at the silence of the Commissioners to our former application on this subject. 

Commissioners 
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Commission ers’ Reply, 25th October 1842. 

The Commissioners desire to express their regret at the delay which has taken place in 
consequence of the want of a supply of water. The contractor has been urged in every 
possible way to complete the works, and no pains have been spared on the part of the 
Commissioners to this end. It is believed that water will now soon be obtained, and the 
well-sinkers are working night and day; but in the meantime the Commissioners readily 
concur in the wish expressed in the Guardians’ resolution to commence relief in the work- 
house, and to obtain a supply of water from the neighbouring mill-stream. 

The Commissioners request to be informed of the arrangements proposed to be made for 
this purpose, which they presume will not entail any very material expense upon the Union. 



Minute of Guardians, 28 th October 1842 . 

(No. 14260 D. 42.) 

The clerk read a letter from the Poor Law Commissioners, assenting to the solicitation 
of the Board to open the house for the reception of the poor immediately, and requesting 
to know what arrangements were entered into for that purpose. 

The clerk of works was called in, and examined on the subject of the completion of the 
different works in hand, when he stated that he was whitewashing the men’s and women’s 
rooms, and would have them ready in a few days ; that the water was increasing gradually 
still, as the men were getting down in the well of the pump; that the doors ordered for the 
back entrance to men’s and women’s staircases will soon be done ; that the crane for kitchen 
will be put and ready in six or seven days ; and, finally, that the house will be ready to be 
opened, so far as his work is concerned, early in the second week of November. 

Moved by Mr. Cadkind, and seconded by Mr. Ilore, That it is the opinion of this Board 
an ass and cart, with a puncheon, will be found sufficient to draw a supply of water from 
the mill-stream adjacent to the workhouse pending the supply soon expected from our 
own pump; and that same be engaged at an expense not exceeding 2s. per day for that 
purpose. 

Ihe master was instructed to procure a vessel in which to deposit the water when drawn 
from the mill-stream, and to engage assistance to lift the water out of this vessel into the 
cistern by means of pulley-box and sheeve, and to have this done under the superintendence 
of the clerk of works. 



Resolution of Guardians, 16th December 1842 . 

(No. 17078 D. 42.) 

, we feel much disappointed at the slow progress making towards the completion of 
the building, and beg to direct the attention of the Commissioners to the necessity that 
exists for urging the clerk of works to bring to a speedy termination the execution of the 
remaining works to be on the house and yard. 

Referred to the architect, 21st December 1842. 



ENNISKILLEN UNION. 



Minute of Guardians, 20th September 1841 . 

(No. 8630 D. 41.) 

C. G. Otway, esq., Assistant Commissioner, present. 

Proposed by Thomas Nixon, esq., and seconded by Mr. William Kitsou, That it is the 
opinion of this Board of Guardians, that the work of the Enniskillen Union Workhouse is 
not executed according to the specifications, and that they therefore declined signing the 
eetl of security for 4,000/. On the question being put, it was passed unanimously by the 
wuardiaus then present in the room. J J 



Minutes of Guardians, 4th October 1841. 

V«o. 9168 D.41.) 

C. G Otway, esq., Assistant Commissioner, present, 
and L?/,!. f ‘'.“u te o, 0f , th( L kst meeting being read, it was proposed by Mr. George Irvir 
and S de l by CharIes Fau sset esq., That the architect be requested to attend the Boai 
be P n2 r th f. Uature of th ® Riding ; and that the questions put to him, and his answe 
enieied on the minutes of the proceedings of this day.— Passed unanimously. 

Questions put to Mr. Wilkinson. 

Qamion. Have you a specification of the works 1— Answer. I have not one with me. 

- 4 Yes S bUl dlDg come w,thin the meanin g of the specification, section 1, part 4? 

6l6. rp 

T Q. Ha 
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Q. Have you visited the idiot wards ? — A. I have inspected the building generally. The 
clerk of the works pointed out to me the part of the building in the idiot wards objected 
to by the Guardians, and I am of opinion the work has been executed agreeably to the 
specification. 

Q. Does the inside of the idiot wards, with respect to the masonry and material, agree 
with the specification? — A. Yes; in accordance with my report of this day to Mr. Otway 
the general building does come within the meaning of the specification. 

Q. If the same description of work was on the outside wall as on the inside, would you 
pass it as sufficient, and according to the specification? — A. No. 

Q. Did you go down into the cess-pool in the south wing? — A. No. 

Q. Have you received any reports from the clerk of the works ?—A. I have several on 
minor matters, and have attended to them. 

Q. Do you consider Mr. Frith competent as clerk of the works ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Have you any objection to produce the reports of the clerk of the works? — A. I do 
not think I would be justified in doing so without the authority of the Commissioners. 

Mr. Otway agreed to ask the Commissioners for all the papers and letters respecting the 
obtaining, &c., and the validity of the title to the site of the workhouse, against the next 
day of meeting. 

Resolved, That the Board of Guardians wish to know on what and on how many days 
the architect has inspected the Enniskillen Workhouse up to this date.— Passed una- 
nimously. 

Proposed by Richard Dane, esq., and seconded by J. G. V. Porter, esq., That the deed 
for the advance of 4,000/. on the loan for providing the Union Workhouse to the Exchequer 
Loan Commissioners, be executed. — On the resolution being put, it was negatived by a 
majority of twelve to three. ' 



Communication from Mr. Otway, Assistant Commissioner, to the Commissioners, 
15th October 1841. 

(No. 9481 D. 41.) 



In reference to the minutes of the proceedings of the Enniskillen Board of Guardians of 
the 20th of the last, and 4th of the present month, referred to me for my observations, 
I beg leave to inform you, that, on the passing of the resolutions of the Guardians on the - 20 th 
ult., stating their opinion “that the work of the Enniskillen Union Workhouse was not 
executed according to the specifications, and that they therefore declined signing the deed 
of security for the advance of 4,000/.,” I wrote to your architect, stating the necessity of 
his inspecting the building, and reporting to me, so as that I might be enabled to explain 
the exact state of the building to the Guardians at their next meeting, on the 4th instant. 

The architect, together with myself, inspected the building, and I beg to enclose you a 
copy of his report in which as far as I am capable of judging, I fully agree. This report 
I read before the Board, and handed to the chairman for his perusal. The architect was 
also good enough to attend the meeting, and answered several questions put to him by 
members of the Board. I, however, regret to say, that neither the report or explanation, or 
my strong remonstrance, could induce the Board to execute the deed for the advance; and 
that the works have been stopped at the most critical time of the year, and left in a way 
calculated to do them great injury. 

The contractor has served me with notice, that he will take proceedings to recover all the 
losses he may be subject to from the stoppage of the works, and the default of the payment 
ot the money due to him. * * * # 1 J 



I have, &c. 

C. G. Otway, 

Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 



Sir, 



Architect’s Report above referred to. 

Enniskillen, 4th October 1841. 



• i | . . , , 111, VClUUBr IMI. 

Agreeably to your request, I have surveyed the Enniskillen Workhouse, and inspected the 
walling, with a view to report to you on the manner of its execution, and the alleged defects 
m its construction, contrary to the intentions of the contract. 

On the whole, 1 am enabled to report, that the work is soundly executed, and its construc- 
tion will make a very durable building. The interior face of the walls is finished different 
to the face of the exterior, owing to the flushing of the joints to make a smoother surface for 
white-wash, the walls not being plastered, except to the infirmary range at the back part of 
tne workhouse. 1 he exterior is close-pointed, and is, on the whole, of a better finish than the 
terms ot the contract would strictly require. I am informed that the Board of Guardians 
have taken objection to the internal finish of the walls, and consider they should receive the 
same close jointing as externally. This is the way many of the houses are finished ; but it 
leaves the walls rougher, and they require more pointing hereafter, and do not give so good 
a surface when whitewashed. I find that though the face of the stones are covered more, 
and t.ie appearance of the work in its present stage is much inferior to that of the walling 
close-pointed, the solidity of the walls and the binding of the materials has been generally 
very well attended to. In point of expense, I think there is very little difference in the end; 
and if the contractor obtains the stratified limestone, it must be a matter almost of indiffer- 
ence to him whether the walls are close-jointed or flush-jointed internally; and as the 
Guardians have a preference apparently for the former description of work, I am sure the 

Commissioners 
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Commissioners would have no objection to require the contractor to execute the main Workhouses 
building with close-jointed masonry. If, therefore, the Guardians express an opinion to this (Complaints). 

effect, I will instruct the contractor accordingly ; but if the Guardians refuse to sign the 

necessary documents for enabling the Commissioners to meet their engagements with the Enniskillen Union. 

contractor, I am afraid the influence of the Commissioners over the contractor for obtaining 

the prompt and satisfactory execution of the building will be much weakened, and the 

building now executed be injured by exposure to the coming winter, a great portion of the 

building being now neglected by the contractor. 

I have, &c. 

C. G. Otway, esq., Assistant Commissioner. Geo. Wilkinson, 

Architect. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No. 9481, 9168, 8630 D. 41.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

t o • • , 1Gth 0ct °ber 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of the proceedings 
of the Board of Guardians of Enniskillen Union at their meetings on the 20th September 
continued by adjournment to the 4th instant, from which it appears that the Board of 
Guardians declined to sign the deed for the advance, by the Exchequer Bill Loan Com- 
missioners, of 4,000/. on account of the contract for building the Union Workhouse, on the 
ground of dissatisfaction at the work executed by the contractor. 

The Commissioners desire to state that they are fully alive to the importance of the due 
execution of the works, and that no step had been, nor shall be, omitted on their part to 
insure that primary object. The Commissioners are anxious to have the buildings executed 
m the manner calculated to give the most satisfaction to the Board of Guardians ; and the 
alteration that the Guardians appear to wish for in the mode of finishing the inside walls 
shall be attended to. 

If the Guardians should continue to refuse to execute the deed of advance, delay, injury 
and expense, of which it is impossible to foresee the extent, will take place, and will ulti- 
mately fall on the rate-payers of the Union. 

The Commissioners therefore trust, that the Board of Guardians will not persist in their 
refusal ; and they express the hope, that when the next advance shall be required, it will be 
found by the Guardians that the expenditure of the money now called for has been such as 
was best calculated to provide a permanently good workhouse for the Union. 

The Commissioners forward herewith, for the use of the Board of Guardians, a copy of the 
specifications for building the workhouse ; and when the legal documents shall be in a suffi- 
cienUy forward state, a statement of the steps taken for obtaining the conveyance of the site 
shall be laid before the Guardians. 

By order of the Board. 

lo the Clerk of the Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Enniskillen Union. 



Minutes of Guardians, 18th October 1841. 

(No. 9747 D. 41 .) 

C. G. Otway, esq.. Assistant Commissioner, present. 

On the minutes of the last meeting being read ; 

It was proposed by Captain Archdall, and seconded by Charles Fausset, esq., That the 
cierk ot the works be requested to attend the meeting. — Passed unanimously. 

Questions put to Mr. William Frith, clerk of the works. 

Question. Have you upon recollection, or have you on your books, the reports made to 
ine architect relative to the insufficiency of the works ? — Ansicer. Any misunderstanding 
n 6e n t lG contractor and me relative to the specifications, are entered in my books. ° 
wnrt. Do J J ro “ recollect when you made the report to the architect of the insufficiency of the 
, and what part of the work that was? — A. I could not exactly tell you the first time, 
frequent! y ° U frec l uently make re P orts of the insufficiency of the works ? — A. I have, 



a „„ ,P° y° u know the part of the works pointed out by the Guardians as not bein°- 
c cording to specification r — A. Yes, I do. 

Ejected* 1 * ^if 4 * >ait been removed or rebuilt? — A. No alteration has been made in the 

Q. Have all the reports you made relative to the works been attended to l— A. Some of 
ueni ; not all. 

Tl ' os ® P arts t,lat h av e not been attended to, have they not the approval of the archi- 

O tv*' 1 Can on, y sa y 1 believe s0 - 

O tS y ° U report before the architect inspected the works ? — A. Yes, I did. 

- y ° U report the mterior of idiot wards as insufficient ?— A. 1 do not think I am 
J s ohed m answering that question. 

that question * ntC ”° r °^ tbe wa ^ sa S ree xvith the specification? — A. 1 do not wish to answer 
place. ^ Cre y ° U W * tb the architect when he inspected the works ? — A. Yes, all round the 



616. 



Q. How 
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Q. How often did the architect inspect the works ? — A. Twice. 

Q. Upon what days? — A. This day fortnight, and the other day on his going his rounds 
with Mi . Nicholl, on a Sunday. 

Q. Is the work going on at present? — A. Yes ; finishing what has been already done, and 
roofing. 

Q. Is the timber agreeable to specification ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Did you object to any of the timber? — A. Yes; and it was removed immediately on 
my objection being made. 

Q. (by Mr. Otway.) Was there any timber put in not according to proper scantling? — . 
A. None up to this day. 

Q. (by Mr. Otway.) Is there any part of the building not according to specification?— 
A. I declined answering that question before. 

Q. In case of your making any objection to the work, does the contractor rectify it? — 
A. He gives orders to the foreman, which have been attended to since this day fortnight. 

Q. Did you always give notice of the insufficiency of the work to the contractor previous 
to your reporting it to the architect? — A. Yes, or to his foreman. 

Q. Are all objectionable materials removed off the premises ? — A. They have been taken 
out of the work, but not altogether removed ; but not used. 

Q. You are a good judge of mason work ; do you consider Cornagrade stone of the best 
quality? — A. No. 

Q. Have they been used in the work? — A. Some of them have. 

Q. Have they been generally used in the inside walls ? — A. They have. 

Proposed by Richard Deane, esq., and seconded by Mr. William Kitson, That the deed of 
security to the Exchequer Loan Fund Commissioners for a first advance of 4,000?. be exe- 
cuted. — On the resolution being put, it was negatived by a majority of ten, there being six for 
and sixteen against it. 

Architect’s Observations on the foregoing Minutes. 

With reference to the examination of the clerk of the works, the unsatisfactory and ambi- 
guous expressions or answers given by him, appear to me to arise from the following cause : 

In the early stage of the proceedings, the clerk of works and 1 the contractor disagreed 
considerably on the mode of executing the work, the former requiring the walls internally 
to be in all respects the same as externally, and the latter requesting an inspection of the 
work to set the question at rest. The works were surveyed on the 25th July, and the 
contractor allowed to finish the walls internally as they have since been executed ; on this 
account, the clerk of works, 1 consider, was unable to state that the walls were executed 
according to the contract, in consequence of his former opinion, contained in his report, to 
the contrary, and which had been over-ruled. 

The objection made to the Cornagrade stone (on the site) is, that it does not make a 
smooth surface, and requires a flush joint. The contractor has not, I believe, any advantage 
in using it, owing to the great labour it takes in quarrying; and the only walls now executed 
with it are the interior of the wash-house and kitchen offices, and a portion of the infirmary 
and idiot buildings at the back. 

I think it will occasion no inconvenience or loss to the contractor to require him to use 
no more of the Cornagrade stone to the face of the walls, either internally or externally, 
provided he can obtain Lord Enniskillen’s quarry, which he originally used (and expects to 
obtain again), but which he has latterly been deprived of, and is therefore unable to obtain 
a supply of stone from a distant quarry, sufficient for the works, owing to the uncertainty of 
the water-carriage on the lake. 

The contractor some weeks (about two months) back made application to the Commis- 
sioners for their assistance in obtaining again Lord Enniskillen’s quarry, and it was referred 
to Mr. Otway for his exertions to obtain it. 

I recommend, therefore, the contractor’s being required to avoid the further use of the 
stone on the site for any face-work to the walls, in order to satisfy the objection of the 
Guardians ; not that I think the material will make unsound work, for, on the contrary, I am 
of opinion that this stone, which is mountain limestone, of a rough fracture, will make 
stronger walling and more durable work than the smoother bedded and more even-faced 
limestone of the stratified class, which the Guardians prefer. 

The dining-hall is now being completed, and is executed externally with close joints of 
the stratified limestone, and with flush joints internally of the mountain limestone (on the 
site); and the work will by the 15th November be finished and whitewashed, and I am 
satisfied an inspection will then remove the unfavourable opinions. 

22 October 1 842. Geo. Wilkinson , Architect. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin? 

Gentlemen, 29th October 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them the minutes of proceedings of the 
Enniskillen Board of Guardians of the 18th instant, and regret much to perceive that the 
Guardians still decline to sign the deed of security to the Exchequer Loan Commissioner 3 
for obtaining the advance of money required for the building of the workhouse. The 
Commissioners had expected that the explanations afforded in their letter of the I6th» 
together with these personally given at the meeting by their Assistant Commissioner, 
Mr. Otway, would have satisfied the Guardians that no ground whatever existed for post' 

poneme 11 * 
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ponement or refusal in this case, and that a sense of duty would have led them at once to 
obey the Commissioners’ order, and take the necessary steps for borrowing the money. 

The Commissioners regret exceedingly that their expectations have not been fulfilled, and 
that, unmindful of the interests of the Union, and in disregard of the duty legally imposed 
upon them by the Commissioners’ order, the Guardians still refuse to co-operate in carrying 
the provisions of the Irish Poor Relief Act into effect. 

The Commissioners, however, still wish to believe that this refusal on the part of the 
Guardians has been caused by misapprehension, and is not by any deliberate intention of 
setting themselves in opposition to the law, or of putting an end to that cordiality and 
harmony of operation which has hitherto existed, and which the Commissioners are on all 
accounts most desirous to see continued in every thing connected with the business of the 
Union. 

The Commissioners are confirmed in their belief that the refusal of the Guardians to 
execute the deed of charge has been owing to misapprehension, by what took place at the 
meeting on the 18th, as they would otherwise not have sent for the clerk of the works, with 
whom, in fact, the Guardians have nothing to do, and examined him in the way recorded on 
the minutes, requiring his opinion on professional points, which the architect had already 
decided, and with respect to which the clerk of the works, who was selected by the architect, 
to whom he is responsible, and appointed on his recommendation, was certainly not a com- 
petent authority. 

The misapprehension of the Guardians also extends to another point of still greater 
importance ; for they appear to suppose that they are responsible for the building of the 
workhouse ; whereas the law has cast the whole responsibility in all its bearings and details 
upon the Poor Law Commissioners: the Guardians have the use of the workhouse for 
carrying out the law, but the duty of providing it in the first instance, and the control of 
the premises afterwards, are exclusively devolved upon and vested in the Commissioners ; 
the Guardians, in truth, have no responsibility or right of interference whatever as respects 
the building, until the Commissioners have, by order under seal, declared it to be the 
workhouse of the Union, when the Guardians will proceed to administer relief to the 
destitute therein, according to the provisions of the Act, and the Commissioners’ orders and 
regulations. 

The Commissioners earnestly hope, therefore, that the Guardians will, on re-consideration 
of all the circumstances, immediately fulfil the order, and sign the securities, and thus 
obviate, as far as is now in their power, the loss and inconvenience caused by the delays 
which have already taken place; for, independently of the claims of the contractor on this 
account, the Union has been daily sustaining a loss of interest which would be accruing on 
the Exchequer Bills, if the loan had been applied for in the first instance. 

The Guardians appear to object to the stone used by the contractor, and to the flush- 
jointing in the interior walls ; on both these points the architect is clearly of opinion that 
no real grounds of objection exist, and the Commissioners’ experience is fully confirmatory 
of the architect’s view ; but if the Guardians should continue to wish to have the inside 
walls finished with close joints instead of the flush-jointing, the Commissioners, although 
they consider the latter to be the best, as giving a smoother surface for whitewashing, will 
require the contractor to use the former, anJ also to discontinue the use of the Comagrade 
stone, which is nevertheless unquestionably well suited to the purpose to which it has been 
applied. 

A copy of the architect’s report on the objections stated, and on the testimony given by 
the clerk of the works, is herewith enclosed for the Guardians’ information ; and it is hoped 
that the course taken in reference to these objections will be regarded as a proof of the 
earnest desire of the Commissioners to attend, on all occasions, to the representations of 
Boards of Guardians, and to comply with them, as far as they can do so consistently with 
their public duty. 

The Guardians may be assured, that in execution of the duty of providing workhouses, 
which lias been devolved upon them by the Legislature, the Commissioners will take care of 
the interests of the several Unions; and in the fulfilment of this duty in the case of the 
Enniskillen Union, the Commissioners invite and are most anxious to obtain the cordial 
co-operation of the Board of Guardians. By ^ of t]]e Boardj 

To the Chairman and Board of Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Enniskillen Union. 



I. 

Workhouses 

(Comi'laints), 

Enniskillen Union. 



Letter to the Clerk of the Union, accompanying the foregoing. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 29tb October 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners desire that, immediately on receipt of this communication, 
you will take the steps requisite for assembling an extraordinary meeting of the Guardians 
as early as may be conveniently practicable, to take into consideration the accompanying 
letter, which you will then lay belore the Board. 

As soon as the day of meeting is fixed, you will immediately acquaint Mr. Otway there- 
with, in order that he may attend, and report the same to me for the Commissioners’ 
formation. J5y order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Arthur Moore , Chief Clerk. 

Enniskillen Board of Guardians. 



T 3 



Minutes . 
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146 CORRESPONDENCE between the POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS and 
Minutes of Guardians, 9th November 1841. 

(No. 10394 D. 41.) 

C. G. Otway, esq., Assistant Commissioner, present. 

On the minutes of the last meeting and the letter of the Commissioners of the 29th ultimo 
being read ; 

Mr. Otway read the observations of the architect on the minutes of the last day of 
meeting, held on 18th ultimo, and urged the Board to execute the deed of advance. 

It was proposed by Captain Williams, and seconded by Mr. William Kitson, That 
the deed of advance for the sum of 4,000 1. to the Exchequer Loan Commissioners 
forwarded to the Board for execution by the Poor Law Commissioners on the 4th September 
last, be now executed by the Board, and the common seal of the Union attached thereto.— 
On the question being put, there were thirteen for, and five against 



Minutes of Guardians, 8th February 1842. 

(No. 1681 D. 42.) 

C. G. Otway, esq., Assistant Commissioner, present. 

The clerk read the letter of the Poor Law Commissioners of 3d instant, forwarding a 
deed of security to be executed for a further advance of 4,000 1. on the loan for providing 
the Union Workhouse. 6 

Mr. Otway read to the Board a letter from the clerk of the works, stating the satisfactory 
state of progress of the building of the workhouse, and stated that the clerk of the works 
had informed him that nothing could be better done than the works ; and that every thing 
that could be objected to had been altered, and that no building could be better done. 

Proposed by Mr. Archdall, and seconded by Mr. Trotter, That the Board of Guardians 
do refuse to sign a bond for a further advance, until satisfied that the objectionable work has 
been removed. — Passed. 

Mr. Otway requested that the Board would not adjourn for four weeks, but that they 
would meet in a fortnight, as great injury and delay would result from the non-execution of 
the deed of advance. 

Resolved, That the Board adjourn to Tuesday, the 8th March, at 12 o’clock. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 



(No. 168 1 D. 42.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

_ 5th March 1842. 

lhe Poor Law Commissioners have had before them a resolution of the Board of Guardians 
of the Enniskillen Union of the 8th ultimo, postponing the execution of the deed of security 
for the repayment of an advance upon the workhouse loan; but the Commissioners trust 
that this will be done at the Board’s meeting on the 8th, and that there will be no further 
delay in this respect, as much loss of time and inconvenience would be experienced from 
any further postponement, the contractor having stated that he will be obliged to susDend 
the works, unless he receive a further instalment, to which he is entitled under the terms 
of his contract, and which the Commissioners are not prepared to pay to him until the 
advance now required shall have become available. 



To the Clerk to the Guardians, 
Enniskillen Union. 



By order of the Board, 

Arthur Moore Chief Clerk. 



„ Minutes of Guardians, 8th March 1842. 

(No. 2904 D. 42.) 

C. G. Otway, esq.. Assistant Commissioner, present. 

Proposed by Captain Williams, and seconded by J. G. V. Porter, esq., That the deed for 
the second advance of 4,000/. on the loan for providing the Union Workhouse (forwarded by 
the Commissioners to the Board on 19th January), to the Exchequer Loan Coiumissiouers, 
be executed.— On the votes being taken, there were nine for, and four against. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No. 4949 D. 42.) p oor L aw Commission Office, Dublin, 

t ^’r t a * e , 18th May 1842. 

I am directed to forward to you, for execution bv the Board of Guardians of Enniskillen 
Union, the accompanying deed of security for a third advance of 3,200/. on the loan for 
providing the Union Workhouse. 

• t ‘ me a PP 0 ’ nte d for the next ordinary meeting of the Guardians shall not be near, 

it will be necessary for you to take immediate steps for having an extraordinary meeting of 
the Board convened in the manner pointed out by the seventh rule in the second section 
of the order regulating the Guardians’ proceedings, so that the deed may be executed and 
transmitted by you to London previously to next meeting of the Exchequer Bill Commis- 
sioners ; 
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sioners ; and you are requested to apprise the Assistant Commissioner for the Union of Workhouses 

the time which shall be named for the meeting, in order that he may attend, if possible. (Complaints). 

The execution of the deed should not, however, be delayed, if he should not be able to attend. . 

A statement of the expenditure out of the previous advances is forwarded herewith, from Enniskillen Union, 
which it appears that there is a balance in hand of 3,281 1. 6s. ; but, in consequence of an 
Act recently passed affecting the Board of Exchequer Bill Loan Commissioners, as at pre- 
sent constituted, they are desirous of issuing Exchequer Bills for the remaining amount of 
the loan ; and meantime the Union will derive the advantage of the interest which will be 
accruing on the Exchequer Bills from an earlier period than otherwise. 

1 am, See. 

To the Clerk of the Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of Enniskillen Union. 



Minutes of Guardians, 30th May 1842. 

(No. 6704 D. 42.) 

C. G. Otway, esq., Assistant Commissioner, present. 

On Mr. Otway bringing before the Board the necessity of conforming with the Commis- 
sioners’ letter of 18th instant, directing the Board to execute the deed of advance for the 
sum of 3,200 L to the Exchequer Loan Commissioners, and that the deed for the advance be 
accordingly executed, the Board proceeded to vote, and there were twenty-four against 
executing the deed, and four for it. 

Resolved, That the Board do adjourn to Monday, 27th day of June 1842. 

Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 25th June 1842. 

* * * With reference to the resolution relative to the execution of the deed 

of charge upon the rates for the remaining portion of the workhouse loan, the Commissioners 
have to observe, that the deed has been forwarded to the Guardians, in accordance with a 
general arrangement which it has become necessary to make with the Commissioners for 
the issue of the loans, in order that the whole of the original Parliamentary grant, of which 
the loan for providing the workhouse of the Enniskillen Union forms a portion, may be 
issued forthwith, the Board of Exchequer Bill Loan Commission having been extinguished 
by the Act 5 Viet. c. 0 , by which a new Board of Commissioners for the Issue of Loans for 
Public Works and Fisheries, &c., has been constituted. 

The Commissioners further desire to point out to the Board of Guardians, that, by deferring 
the execution of the deed of charge, they will incur a loss of interest to the Union, which 
would otherwise be accruing upon the Exchequer Bills to be issued on the execution of the 
deed, and they have at the same time to state, that no part of the Exchequer Bills to be 
advanced upon the deed will be sold out, until such time as they shall actually be required 
to pay the respective instalments which may from time to time become due to the contractor 
for building the workhouse, and which shall be certified by the architect to be due, or for 
such other purposes as are embraced by the order under which the Board of Guardians 
originally applied for the loan. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of the Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Enniskillen Union. 



Minutes of Guardians, 27th June 1842. 

(No. 7875 D. 42.) 

C. G. Otway, esq., Assistant Commissioner, present. 

Resolved, That, in accordance with the Commissioners’ letter of the 25th instant, that the 
deed for the remainder of the sum granted by the Exchequer Loan Commissioners be applied 
for, and the necessary deed executed. 

On the question being put, there were nine against the resolution, and four for it. 
Resolved, That the Board do adjourn to Monday, the 25th dayof July 1842,at 12 o’clock. 



Minutes of Guardians, 25th July 1842. 

(No, 9193 D. 42.) 

Moved by Mr. Richard Kirkpatrick, and seconded by Mr. William Kitson, That, in 
accordance with the Commissioners’ letter of 25th ultimo, that the remainder of the sum 
granted by the Exchequer Loan Commissioners be applied for, and the necessary deed 
executed. — On the question being put, there were five for, and eight against it. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Gentlemen, 19th August 1842. 

tb u * >00r ^ aw Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of 
e Board of Guardians of the Enniskillen Union at their rJfeetings of the 30th May, 27th 
“oe and 25th July respectively, relating to the deed of charge for the remaining advance 
0 3,200/. oi the loan for providing the workhouse, which was forwarded to them on the 
' ), 6. T 4 18th 
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18th May last, for execution, accompanied by a detailed statement, showing the expenditure 
up to that date, and the balance remaining in Bank. 

The balance in hand on the 18th May was, as thereby shown, 3,281 /. 6s.; payments have 
since been made of instalments to the contractor, and for the late tenants’ interests in the 
site, as well as for the salary of the clerk of the works, amounting to 1,899 1. 8 s. 8 d., including 
an instalment, to which the contractor has become entitled, and now in course of payment 
The balance of the loan at present in hand is accordingly 1,381 1. 17 s. 4 d. 

The Commissioners have already explained, in their letters of the 18th May and 23th June 
respectively (to which they desire to refer the Guardians), the reasons which make it neces- 
sary to obtain this advance of the remaining portion of the loan which has been applied for 
and have afforded to the Board of Guardians full information relating thereto. The Assistant 
Commissioner, Mr. Otway, has also attended meetings of the Board, and given every 
explanation and information that was required ; and the Commissioners are at a loss to 
perceive any ground for the Guardians postponing the execution of the deed of charge, which 
lias now been before them since the 18th May last ; while, on the other hand, the Commis- 
sioners have pointed out the inconvenience and loss to the Union resulting from such post- 
ponement. 

It is very desirable that the building of the workhouse should continue to be carried on 
efficiently and uninterruptedly, and the satisfactory progress of the works can only be 
expected to be secured by the Commissioners being enabled to make promptly the payments 
to which the contractor and the clerk of the works become entitled from time - to time. The 
Commissioners being rendered by the Legislature responsible for the due execution of the 
building, and for the expenditure of the loan, will, in the discharge of the duty thus imposed 
on them, take care that the workhouse is satisfactorily completed" before the full amount to 
which the contractor will be entitled is paid ; and no prejudice will occur to the interests 
of the Union by the immediate execution of the deed, which, however, may occur from its 
postponement. The Commissioners can further only repeat, that the advance was required 
m May last, by the extinction of the former Board” of Exchequer Bill Loan Commission 
and the constitution of a new Board, under the Act 5 Viet. c. 9, which rendered it necessary 
to bring to a close all the loans advanced by the former Board, and much inconvenience 
has been caused by the delay in respect to the execution of the deed; that the Union, by 
postponement, continues to lose the benefit of the interest which will accrue upon the issue 
of Exchequer Bills ; and that the advance will only be expended in such sums as may 
actually be required from time to time for payment of the amounts which may be certified 
to be due, in pursuance of the order under which the loan was originally applied for by the 
Guardians. 

As some time must necessarily elapse before the money can be realized after the execution 
of the deed, much inconvenience will arise should it be further postponed, and the balance 
in hand be exhausted before the advance can be obtained ; and the Commissioners desire 
to impress on the Guardians the responsibility and detriment to the interests of the Union 
which will be incurred should the progress of the building be impeded, and the adminis- 
tration of relief to the destitute poor be postponed by any unnecessary delay in the execution 
of the deed. 

The Commissioners accordingly request, that the deed may be duly perfected at the next 
meeting of the Guardians, and be forwarded to the Loan Commissioners, in accordance with 
the instructions already conveyed to the clerk. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Chairman and Board of Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Enniskillen Union. t 



Minutes of Guardians, 22d August 1842. 

(No. 10524* D. 42.) 

C. G. Otway, esq., Assistant Commissioner, present. 

The Commissioners’ letter of the 19th instant, relative to the execution of the deed of 
advance for the remainder of the loan, being read ; 

Mr. Otway stated, that 15 per cent, will be held over from the amount coming to the con- 
tractor of the workhouse, as a reserved fund for the due security for the execution of the 
building of the workhouse, and that this sum would not be paid to the contractor for two 
months after the occupation of the workhouse, to enable the Commissioners and the Guar- 
dians practically to judge whether any, and what, defects might arise during that time, and 
if any should be found, they would be made good. 

Moved by Captain Williams, and seconded by Mr. James Ellis, That, in conformity with 
the Commissioners’ letter of the 18th May last, the remainder of the sum granted by the 
Exchequer Loan Commissioners be applied for, and that the necessary deed be executed.— 
On the question being put, there were ten for executing the deed, and five against. 



ennistymon 
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ENNISTYMON UNION. 



i. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 



Resolution of Guardians, 26th October 1840. 

(No. 6137 D. 40.) 

That it is the opinion of the Guardians, that the works at the new workhouse are not pro- 
gressing so rapidly as they ought, considering the period at which they were commenced, 
and that a report be made to that effect to the Commissioners, by the clerk of the Union. 



Ennistymon Union. 



Note. — Referred to the architect, 30th October 1840. 



Communication from the Clerk of the Union to Mr. Senior, Assistant Commissioner, 
18th March 1842. 

(No. 3373 D. 42.) 

Mr. Burgess, the contractor for building the workhouse, was called upon by the Guardians 
to let them know what time he could have the workhouse fit for the reception of paupers ; 
and he stated, on the 15th of April next, or at most on the 1 st day of May. The Guardians 
have been obliged to buy a store-room, at the rate of 10 s. a week, and to place the porter 
in charge, and allow him the sum of 7s. a week when employed in this way ; and if the 
contractor should prolong the giving up of the workhouse longer, the Union will be subject 
to this extraordinary expense ; therefore I am directed by the Board, that you ought to be 
made aware of this difficulty, besides the difficulty of paying two guineas a week to the 
clerk of works : the date on which the workhouse should be given up was in September last. 

Note by Architect, 24tli March 1842. 

Saw contractor in Dublin last Friday, and urged him with respect to completion. 

Geo. W. 



Letter from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 4979 D. 42.) Ennistymon Union, 16 th April 1842. 

The Board of Guardians of this Union are of opinion that the contractor for the Ennis- 
tymon Union Workhouse is wantonly neglecting the completion thereof, inasmuch as that 
if he employed more hands and supplied sufficient materials, he could have given up the 
house before now ; and they desire to communicate to the Commissioners that this line of 
conduct is most detrimental to this Union, as the Guardians are obliged to procure storage 
for clothing and furniture, besides the loss of two guineas a week, which (die clerk of works 
must necessarily get while the business is thus protracted. 

Signed by order of the Board of Guardians. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. Michael M‘Donough, Clerk. 

Commissioners’ Reply to the foregoing, 9t.h May 1842. 

The contractor has been apprised, that any expense which may be incurred for the services 
of the clerk of the works beyond the period at which, with sufficient exertion, the building 
might have been finished, will be chargeable upon him. 



Communication from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners. 

(No. 12547 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Ennistymon Union Workhouse, 1st October 1842. 

I beg leave to enclose Dr. Finucane’s letter to the Board of Guardians here, for your 
opinion with regard to its contents. j ^ ave ^ 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. Michael M‘ Donough, Clerk. 

Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 

Gentlemen, Ennistymon Workhouse, 30th September 1842. 

On the representation of two members of your Board, Mr. O’Brien and M r. Morony, my 
attention was called to the state of the sewers under the necessaries, particularly those 
attached to the probationary wards; in their present state they are well calculated to 
generate disease, and require to be speedily amended. I also beg to say that Mr. O’Brien’s 
suggestion of occasionally using lime in purifying them, is, in my opinion, well entitled to 
your consideration. T f 

1 am, See. 

To the Board of Guardians, Charles Finucane, Medical Officer. 

Ennistymon Union. 

Note. — Letters were addressed by the Commissioners to the Guardians on the 4th and 
22d October 1842, relative to the foregoing, stating that the architect’s attention has beeu 
directed to the above, and he would visit Ennistymon, and examine the building, and recom- 
mending the use of lime for purifying the sewers, as suggested. 

6' 6. U Mi.suit 
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Minute of Guardians, 14th October 1842. 

(No. 13539 D. 42.) 

The Assistant Commissioner having called the attention of the Board to the necessity of 
signing the deed of charge for the sum of 400 1., — Ordered, That the subject be considered on 
this day fortnight; and that the Poor Law Commissioners be requested to supply the 
Guardians with any documents which may enable them to satisfy themselves, if the works 
be executed according to the contract; and that the Commissioners direct their architect 
to examine the house, and to report to the Board of Guardians on the subject. 

Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 26th October 1842. 

The Commissioners desire to state, that when the account of the contractor is closed, it will 
be laid before the Board of Guardians, with the report of the architect of the Commissioners, 
on the completion of the house. 



Minute of Guardians, 25th November 1842. 

(No. 15722 D. 42.) 

It appearing that this Union has been put to the unnecessary expense of 29 1. 18s. lid. 
by means of the contractor’s promising to have given up the workhouse on the 1st day of 
March last, and his having failed to do so until the 9th of August following, caused the 
Guardians to purchase storage for clothing and furniture to the above amount, by reason of 
such neglect on the part of the contractor, together with the sum of 56 1. 14s. paid to the 
clerk of works, which was also consequent upon such disappointment and delay ; 

Resolved, That we earnestly request of the Commissioners, upon the settlement of the 
account with the contractor, to stop from him the said sums, amounting in all to 86 l . 12 s. lid. 
which he so wantonly caused this Union to incur. 

Note by Architect, 6th December 1842. 

* Noted, and I think the contractor is liable to some reduction from his account, for the 
reasons stated by the Guardians. 

Geo. W. 



Minute of Guardians, 2d December 1842. 

(No. 16099 D. 42.) 

Ordered, That the clerk communicate to the Commissioners, that there are several leaks 
in the plane slating of the workhouse already, and that it is our opinion that these defects 
should be made good by the contractor. 



Minute of Guardians, 16th December 1842. 

(No. 16979 D. 42.) 

The master having reported that 17 panes of glass were broken in the house on Wednesday 
last by the wind, and he having further stated that the attention of the contractor should 
be called to the glazing generally, before the contractor’s account should be settled, as the 
glass has been put in in a very temporary manner, with a small portion of putty, and a little 
paint rubbed on the outside ; 

Ordered, That the clerk inform the Commissioners of the master’s report respecting the 
glass already broken, and the glazing of the house generally. 

Note. — The contractor written to by the architect, 21st December 1842. 

Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 23 d December 1842. 

The Guardians are recommended to employ some person to repair the damage which has 
been done ; the glazing will be inspected at an early opportunity, and if it shall appear 
that the contractor is in fault, the expense to which he may be found liable will be charged 
to him by the Commissioners. 

Further communication to similar effect, addressed to Guardians, 28th December 1842. 



GALWAY UNION. 



Resolutions of Guardians, 26th May 1841. 

(No. 4616 D. 41.) 

That in consequence of the bankruptcy of one of the securities for the completion of the 
workhouse of the Union, that the Board do postpone the perfecting of the bond now sub- 
mitted to them, until a sufficient security be given for the due execution of the work ; and 
our clerk be instructed to apply to the Commissioners for a copy of the deed of contract. 

That it appears to this meeting, from a report of one of the Guardians, that there is an 
essential departure from the terms of the specification for the building of the workhouse, and 
prejudicial to the stability of the work ; and that intimation of this matter be immediately 
given to the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Note. — Bond and warrant signed by new surety, and copy attested. 
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Note by Architect, 28th May 1841. 

There has been a difference of opinion among some of the Guardians and the contractor 
on the width of some of the slates, and on the construction of two chimney-stacks in brick 
instead of stone, but there is nothing that I am aware of that is performed in any way 
prejudicial to the stability of the building ; every matter of supposed defect that I am aware 
of nas received recent attention, and a survey of the building has been lately made. 

Geo. W. 



Minutes of Guardians, 2 d June 1841. 

(No. 5004 D. 41.) 

A statement of payments made out of * * * two advances of 4,000 1. each, for providing 
the Union Workhouse, having been read ; 

Proposed by Robert Martin, esq., and seconded by Andrew W. Blake, esq., That, having 
examined the clerk of the works as to the complaints against the contractor, we find that 
the work is not executed according to the specification in some particulars, and that the 
Commissioners be informed thereof. 

Resolved, That the execution of the deed for 3,300 1. be postponed until the next day of 
meeting. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 5th June 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners desire to state, for the information of the Board, that the 
Commissioners’ architect will make a point of visiting the works going on at the Union 
Workhouse at the earliest possible period. 
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Report from Mr. Burke, Assistant Commissioner. 

(No. 5135 D. 41.) 

Gentlemen, Ballina, 5th June 1841. 

I forward herewith a report of proceedings which occurred at a meeting of the Board of 
Guardians of the Galway Union on the 2 d instant, relative to some complaints made with 
regard to the manner in which the contractor for building the Union Workhouse is executing 
the work. 

I beg to suggest, if Mr. Wilkinson can make it his convenience, that he attends the next 
meeting of the Galway Board, which will be on Wednesday, the 23d instant, as I am certain 
it only requires Mr. Wilkinson’s inspection of the building, and report of it to the Guardians 
to satisfy them on the subject. j ^ 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. Joseph Burke, Assistant Commissioner. 

Enclosure in foregoing. 

Galway Union, Board of Guardians. 

At a meeting held the 2d of June 1841, Mr. Randall P. M'Donnell, a member of the 
Board, stated that the contractor for building the workhouse was not complying with the 
specification in the following particulars ; namely, 

1 . That the flooring boards, which ought to be an inch thick, were not an inch thick. 

2. That the slates, which should each be two feet six inches long, were not so. 

3. That the tiles used were not Cheshire or Staffordshire. 

4. That the flags used were limestone. 

5. That the balustres, which should be oak, were made of white deal. 

0 . That the bricks in the chimney-shafts and revels are of a very bad description. 

7. That the windows are misplaced, the principal one over the front-door being on 
one side, and not exactly over the door, and the dormont windows are in the same way, 
not in their proper places, as shown on the plan. 

8. That the flues are required to be brick-lined, and are not so; one chimney-flue, 
instead of being brought into the shaft outside, has a flag put over it. 

9. That the mortar-floors, which should have been made with bullocks’ blood, are 
not so made. 

10 . That the contractor, though bound by his contract not to underlet any of the 
work, has, notwithstanding, underlet the slating, glazing, sawing and carpenter’s work. 

11 . That the contractor sells the rubble stones, which will be required hereafter 
for filling. 

12 . That the contractor is leaving sections of excavations in the expectation of 
getting an addition to his contract. 

13. That the contractor is bound to remove all faulty materials when noticed to do 
so, notwithstanding which, he leaves them on the ground. 

Mr. Coghlan, clerk of the works, being called in, and examined, stated, in reply to 
«'• M-Donnell’s charges,— 

1. That the flooring-boards will finish seven-eighth and one-sixteenth, that is fifteen- 
sixteenths of an inch. Those boards are taken out of a three-inch plank, some of which 
are more than three inches thick. The architect served notice on the contractor 
about those boards by a letter from the office ; wrote to the architect to know if those 

01 6 - u 2 boards 
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I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Galway Union. 



boards were to be cut out of a three-inch plank ; states that the general custom is, when 
three-inch plank is mentioned, and three boards cut out of such, they are reckoned 
inch boards. 

2. Only a few rows of slates at the top near the ridge are under length, and they 
look much better by being so. 

3. They are English tiles, of a good description, but not handsome. 

4. Limestone flags : the contractor is not bound to use any particular flags. 

5. The balustres only are required to be oak. 

6. Some of the bricks are very good, and some of them very bad. There was not a 
single brick injured by the winter, or obliged to be taken out of the building. 

7. One of the windows in the front building is a little out of its place, about half an 
inch. The dormont windows are all in their proper places, except two, which the clerk 
of the works had altered a little from the plan, owing to their being too near some 
collar braces. 

8. The flues are all lined with brick, except where they are shored ; one of the chim- 
nies in the main building came too near the roof, and Mr. Wilkinson changed it from 
the place ; but the contractor, though noticed by the clerk of the works, did not alter it 
according to Mr. Wilkinson’s directions. 

9. The mortar-floors are not doing according to the specification; they are not pro- 
perly handled. Served notice on the contractor to this effect. 

JO. Mr. Lawler underlets the carpenter’s work, slating and glazing. Considers the 
slating which was underlet to be all well done, and as fair as can be done, so that the 
underletting did not injure the work. Mr. Wilkinson sent a notice to the contractor 
not to underlet. The work underlet was well done. Reported the men he has employed 
at the contracts. The men so employed earn but 8 s. or 10s. a week. 

11. Mr. Lawler did sell some of the rubbish of stones for ballast; but there will be 
enough to fill up all the ground to a level. 

13. Some bricks were condemned, but not taken off the premises. The contractor 
sold some of them. Thinks there might be about one thousand of those bricks used in 
the absence of the clerk of the works. 

Mr. Wilkinson was at the building on the 10th April; Mr. Leeson was there in October; 
Mr. Fisher was there since April. 

Note by Architect, 17 th July 1841 . 

See minutes of Guardians and other papers with reference to this report, which has been 
duly attended to. Geo. W. 

Note. — A communication having on the 5th June 1841 been addressed to the clerk of the 
works on the subject of the complaint referred to in the Guardians’ minutes of the 2d June 
1841, the following is his report in reply : — 

(No. 1201 A.D. 41.) 

Sir, Galway Union Workhouse, 7th June 1841. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 4th instant. 
No. 1130 A.D. 



The Questions put by the chairman of the Board to me are as follows : — 



Questions. 

1. What thickness are your flooring- 
boards ? does not your specification say they 
are to be an inch ? 



2. How can you get seven-eighth and one- 
sixteenth out of a three inch plank ? 

3. What sorts of timber are there in the 
stairs ? 

4. Are not the hand-rail, revel-post, ba- 
lustres and string-board to be oak ? 

5. What sort of brick are used in the 
building ? 

6. Are there any bad bricks on the ground? 
if there are, why not have them removed ; or 
were any of them used in the building ? 



7. Were they taken away after the notice 
was served ? 

8. Are there any slates used less than what 
is specified? 

9. How are your mortar-floors doing ? 
are they properly picked, &c. ? 



Answers. 

They will finish seven-eighths and a one- 
sixteenth. The specification says they are 
to be inch thick, cut out of white American 
deal; and the spirit of the specification 
means, that there should be three leaves 
taken out of a three-inch plank. 

The planks in general are three inch and 
one-eighth or 3J inches thick. 

Oak and red pine. 

No ; it is not intended that there should be 
any portion of the stairs oak but the hand- 
rail. 

The best that could be had about the 
vicinity of Galway. 

There are some very bad bricks. When- 
ever I got any of them using, 1 pulled them 
out of the work ; and I served him with 
notice to have them taken oft' the ground on 
the 23d January last. 

No. 

There are some on the low buildings, and 
on the top of high buildings near the ridge. 

The mortar-floors are not doing to my 
satisfaction, and they will have to be all done 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



when 

oned 

they 



not a 

If an 
clerk 
some 

:him- 
from 
Iter it 

t pro- 

rs the 
it the 
:actor 
loyed 

-ill be 

•actor 
led in 

ober ; 



; been 



of the 
June 



S41. 

istant. 



i one- 
ly are 
erican 
cation 
leaves 

:h and 



uld be 
hand- 

ut the 

When- 
1 them 
a with 
ind on 



rs, and 
i-idge. 
to my 
11 done 

What 



the GUARDIANS OF UNIONS relative to POORHOUSES (IRELAND). 153 



Questions. 

10. What sorts of timber are there in the 
roofs of the different buildings ? 

1 j . What sort of tiles are using ? 

12. Are any of the works let by contract? 
if so, have you reported it to your architect ? 

13. Has he complied with that notice ? 

1 4. Are not some of your flooring-boards 
only three-quarters thick ? 



A nswers. 

Red American pine. 

They are English tiles, of very good quality; 
but they are not straight, they are in winding. 

Yes ; and the architect has served the 
contractor with notice not to underlet any 
portion of the work. 

No. 

Yes ; and they will fall in on the top floor 
of main building. 



Sir, 

Annexed I send you a statement of the questions put to me by the Chairman of the 
Board of Guardians on the 2d instant. A Mr. M'Donnell is the man who caused the inves- 
tigation, he and the contractor being most inveterate enemies. There were some carpenters 
w ho Lawler discharged when they would not work by contract at his own price. Mr. 
M ‘Donnell is seeking for information from these carpenters, and then laying it before the 
Board of Guardians. lie exhibited three pieces of flooring-boards at the meeting on the 2d 
instant, and insisted that they were to finish an inch, until Mr. Burke showed your letter 
about the flooring-boards and the wood stairs. The mortar for the floors I want to have 
properly picked and wet in a heap to sour for some time previous to it being used. The 
contractor is so unfortunately stubborn, he will not wet it until he is going to use it. 

I have, 8tc. 

Patrick Coglan. 

Note by Architect, 8th July 1841. 

Read : since this date, attended meeting of Guardians. 

Geo. W. 



Minutes of Guardians, 23d June 1841. 

(No. 5801 D. 41.) 

Present, Joseph Burke, esq. Assistant Poor Law Commissioner : George Wilkinson, esq. 
Architect to the Poor Law Commissioners, was also present. 

The following communications from the Poor Law Commissioners were read ; viz. 

A letter, dated 5th June 1841, relative to Mr. Wilkinson, the Commissioners’ architect, 
visiting the works going on at the Union workhouse. 

A letter, dated 21st June 1841, accompanying copy of contract for the Union Workhouse. 
A letter, dated 22d June 1841, enclosing a bond of surety of Isaac Camerford, in room of 
J. F. Blake, esq. 

Resolved, That Mr. Wilkinson having examined the execution of the works of the poor- 
house, and having made the necessary orders to the contractor to alter or amend part of the 
works complained of, is quite satisfactory to the Board. 



Communication from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners. 

(No. 3570 D. 42.) 

Report on the state of the Galway Workhouse, 23d March 1842. 

There are two leaks about the chimnies in front entrance and into board-room, two drops at 
the other chimney opposite in female probationary, one leak in men’s probationary ward. The 
main building leaks are the rere gables, dreadfully, the gables in the front entrance, fronts 
and rere leaks, the rere wall of the infirmary leaks ; the joists and girders will rot if left in 
this state much longer ; the rere windows of all the building leak ; and the grate stones of 
the yards are not finished ; the bell is of no use. 

(signed) Patrick Coghlan, Master. 

I have been directed to forward the foregoing copy of a report on the state of the work- 
house, to be laid before the Poor Law Commissioners. 

I have, &c. 

24 March 1842. John Stephens, Clerk to Guardians. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 28th March 1842. 

One of the architect’s assistants will shortly be in Galway, and will be directed to attend 
to the matters alluded to. 



f>l6. 
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GLENTIES UNION. 



(No 11754 0 4°) Communication from the Clerk of the Union. 

Gentlemen, Glenties, 16th September 1842. 

Enclosed I send you a copy of a document which has been handed to me by a few of the 
Guardians of this Union, requesting that I would forward it with as little delay as possible. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. Daniel M‘Davitt, Clerk of the Union. 

Enclosure referred to above. 

Gentlemen, Glenties Union, 16th September 1842. 

We, the undersigned Guardians, most respectfully beg leave to call your attention to the 
following subject, relative to the manner in which the building of the Glenties W orkhouse 
is conducted, under the superintendence of Mr. Dunwoody, the clerk of the works. 
Gentlemen, we beg leave to state, that the building, as far as it has proceeded, is every thing 
but satisfactory, inasmuch as that it is the opinion of the public, that neither the materials 
nor the workmanship are sufficient ; and as for our part, we admit our own ignorance in the 
case; but having from time to time consulted men of superior judgment in building, and 
relying on their opinion, together with many other circumstances which have come under 
our own notipe, we have strong reasons to apprehend that the walls will draw the water in 
too many places. 

Gentlemen, we would have brought this matter under your notice before this, but being 
aware of the many difficulties with which a contractor of a workhouse must be surrounded, 
we deemed it proper to give as little annoyance as possible, thinking it quite sufficient to 
suggest our opinion on the matter to the clerk of the works, hoping, as a matter of course, 
that he would co-operate with us in preventing as far as possible any defects in the building ; 
but seeing that no attention whatever has been paid to our suggestion on the matter, we 
most respectfully appeal to you, gentlemen, for redress ; whether Mr. Dunwoody is 
discharging his duty faithfully or not, we leave the Poor Law Commissioners to judge; but 
it seems very strange to us how Mr. Dunwoody on a former occasion could state that the 
materials were of the very best description, and, secondly, to declare on a late occasion that 
he is disgusted at the building, and that there is not so disrespectable a building in any 
other workhouse in all Ireland ; and still, when questioned on the matter by the Guardians, 
he states that he will except of the same quality of materials for the main building, which 
has commenced some days ago, and is carried on in the same manner as the other part of 
the building, at the sight of which Mr. Dunwoody is disgusted ; we also complain that the 
clerk of the works did not exert himself in preventing insufficient materials being brought 
to the premises, as it is impossible in a public building like this, where many hands are at 
work, to prevent the masons who are desirous of pleasing their employer, from using every 
rubbish of materials when permitted to remain at the building. 

There is another point to which we most respectfully wish to call your attention, we 
mean the manner in which the walls are pointed with mortar, both inside and outside, 
according as the stones are laid, to prevent the insufficiency of the work being visibly seen; 
but should the Poor Law Commissioners think proper to give orders that no part of the 
main building should be pointed until the walls are at the square, it would very much put 
a stop to the careless manner in which the stones are laid at present, inasmuch as that the 
defects in the building could not be so easily concealed from the view of the public : but all 
those impositions must be overlooked, on the grounds that the country is not able to produce 
any better materials; but we firmly assert that the country could afford materials far 
superior to those which are used in the building, had Mr. Dunwoody insisted on them. 
Now, gentlemen, having fully stated our views on the case, we most respectfully, though 
earnestly, request that some competent gentlemen will be sent to inspect the work, before 
matters proceed any further. Gentlemen, we would not trouble you with this communication 
until our next meeting, but seeing that the matter admits of no delay, as the main building 
has commenced, we hasten to bring the matter under your consideration, satisfied that 
Mr. Otway, if consulted on the matter, will, as he always did, exert himself in preventing 
every thing that might injure the interest of this Union. 

We also beg to state that many of the gentlemen of this county, who had been here 
during the fair, expressed their surprise at the ordinary appearance of the building, and were 
quite astonished that the contractor was permitted to impose on this Union and the public. 

We have, &c. 

James Dunlavy ,' 1 

James Brown, > Guardians. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. Phill. Mulloy, J 

Anthony M‘Fadden, Deputy Vice-Chairman. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Clerk of the Union. 

(No. 11754 D. 42.) 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

S’ r > . . 21st September 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the Kith instant, 
forwarding a communication signed by four of the Guaidians'of the Glenties Union, relative 

to 
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to the building of the workhouse, and the Commissioners desire to state, that the attention 
of the architect has been called to the matters alluded to therein. 

, By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Glenties Union. 

Note by Architect. 

Mr. Ryan has been instructed to survey the Glenties Workhouse, and it forms part of 
his present route ; this should go to Mr. Ryan. 

24 September 1842. Geo. W. 

Further Letter to the Clerk of the Union, 29th September 1842. 

An assistant architect has been directed to proceed to Glenties for the purpose of 
examining into the circumstances of the case. 



I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Glenties Union. 



... x Communication from the Clerk of the Union. 

(No. 12301 1). 42.) 

Gentlemen, Glenties Union, 27th September 1842. 

Enclosed I send you a copy of Mr. Dunlavy’s letter, which he handed to me this day, 
requesting me to forward it with as little delay as possible. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. Daniel M‘Davitt, Clerk of the Union. 



Enclosure received with foregoing. 

Gentlemen, Glenties, 27th September 1842. 

Having already had the honour, together with a few other Guardians, of bringing under 
your consideration certain points connected with the building of the Glenties Workhouse, 
and the prompt manner in which you have responded to our communication, through the 
clerk of the Union, convinces me that you are both willing and ready to co-operate with 
your Board of Guardians in removing, as far as possible, all grounds of complaint and 
dissatisfaction ; therefore I most respectfully beg leave to call your attention to a few other 
particulars connected with the subject already referred to. Gentlemen, I presume you are 
already aware that the Glenties Board of Guardians held their ordinary meeting, as usual, 
on Friday last, which was attended by that excellent and worthy gentleman, Mr. Otway, 
who is never absent when the interest of the Union requires his attendance ; and the clerk 
of the works was called upon to explaiu how matters were going on respecting the 
building, and whether his explanations were satisfactory or not, I will not say ; but I beg 
leave, gentlemen, to refer you to Mr. Otway on the subject; however I will take the liberty, 
gentlemen, of calling your attention to what appears to me extraordinary conduct on the 
part of Mr. Dunwoody, as clerk of the works: the Board of Guardians requested 
Mr. Dunwoody to state upon what grounds the materials which had been rejected on one 
occasion as unfit for any work, have been accepted of again, and actually used in the 
building ; to which Mr. Dunwoody replied, that it was neither fair nor honest of the Guardians 
to be applying to the common labourers at the work, in order to get private information from 
them concerning matters connected with the building; but that he would prevent any more 
of the labourers from carrying stories to the Guardians, concerning what was done at the 
building ; consequently the very next morning Mr. Dunwoody caused a young man to be 
dismissed from the work, on the grounds that he had privately given information to your 
humble servant upon some matters connected with the building ; and now, gentlemen, I can 
solemnly declare that this poor boy who has been thus punished, had never told me directly 
or indirectly, publicly or privately, any thing whatever concerning the building, and moreover, 
Mr. Dunwoody took the trouble of waiting upon the labourers, man by man, and warned 
them not to speak to any of the Guardians publicly or privately at the building, or any 
other place, under pain of being immediately dismissed from the work, for that he was 
determined to prevent them from carrying any more stories to the Guardians. 

Now, gentlemen, if matters are going on properly at the building, why are the labourers 
put under such restraint by Mr. Dunwoody ; but surely, gentlemen, this proves that something 
wrong lurks at the bottom, and if our conduct as a Board of Guardians has appeared satis- 
factory to you, it will be earnestly hoped that you will not allow us to be thus insulted in 
the face of the public. 

I admit that it is essentially requisite that the Board of Guardians and the clerk of works 
should be on good terms ; and in order to satisfy you, gentlemen, that the fault does not lie 
with the Board, I be^ leave to state, that on a former occasion I called upon Dunwoody, 
® n <l stated to him that public opinion was against the manner in which the building had 
been conducted, and that it was the anxious wish of the Board of Guardians that he should 
be very exact in the discharge of his duty, inasmuch as that they did not wish to embarrass 
him in any way ; but at the same time, if the public cry continued to be against the work, 
We, as public men, elected by the people to represent their wishes and protect their interest, 
could not avoid bringing the matter under the notice of the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, I most respectfully request that you will pardon me for having trespassed at 
80 long a rate upon your invaluable time. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. James Dunlavy, Poor Law Guardian. 



616. 



Commissioners’ 
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I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Glenties Union. 



Commissioners’ Reply to the foregoing. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sj r> 14th October 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them your communication of the 27th ultimo, 
relative to the building of the workhouse of the Glenties Union, and desire to state, that 
they are informed that the rejected materials alluded to by you have not been used in the 
building, except for the purpose of filling up and supporting arches until the mortar had 
cemented. With reference to the workman who you stated was dismissed by the clerk of 
the works, the Commissioners understand that he was a person who had impeded the pro- 
gress of the works by his conduct. 

The works have been inspected by Mr. Wilkinson, the Commissioners’ architect, since 
the date of your communication. 

By order of the Board, 

To James Dunlavy, esq., Glenties. Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 



GOREY UNION. 



Gorey Union. Minutes of Guardians, lltli June 1842. 

(No. 7658 D. 42.) 

Ordered, That the master do get from Gorey the largest vessel he can borrow, for the 
purpose of drawing water to supply the wants of the house. It was reported that the main 
well was nearly dry. . 

The clerk was ordered to write to George Wilkinson, esq., architect, Poor Law Commis- 
sion, Dublin, to report that the water has failed in the main well. 



Minute of Guardians, 18th June 1842. 

(No. 7659 D. 42.) 

A letter was read from Mr. Wilkinson, the architect of the Commissioners, in reply to one 
from the clerk, relative to the failure of the main well, whereupon the clerk was directed to 
write to Mr. Wilkinson, to know how far the contractor is bound to repair any defect in the 
main well, and whether, if further sinking be required, the contractor is bound to do it at 
his own expense. 



Minute of Guardians, 25th June 1842. 

(No. 7926 D. 42). 

A letter having been read, conveying the statement of Mr. Wilkinson, the Poor Law 
Commissioners’ architect, in reply to one from the clerk, in reference to the sinking of the 
main well ; 

The clerk was instructed to write to the contractor, to know has he complied with the 
Commissioners’ directions to remedy the deficiency in the well, and that a written answer 
be required of Mr. M‘ Daniel. 



Resolution of Guardians, 3d September 1842. 

(No. 11240 D. 42.) 

That the Board of Guardians having obtained from Mr. M'Daniel an undertaking m 
writing to supply any deficiency that may be in the pump, to the satisfaction of the architect 
of the Commissioners, and there being now a good supply of water, the Board beg to recom- 
mend that the contractor be paid his last instalment. 



GORT UNION. 



Gort Union. Resolution of Guardians, 8tli January 1842. 

(No. 384 D. 42.) 

That the pump in its present state is perfectly useless to this establishment, and that the 
architect, Mr.Wilkinson, be requested to have it put into proper order at the expense of the 
contractor. 

That it be communicated to the Poor Law Commissioners, that it appears to us there is 
no further use of the clerk of works for this establishment. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 13th January 1842. 

With reference to the resolution relative to the discontinuance of the services of the clerk 
of the works, the Commissioners desire to state, that that officer has been transferred to tl' e 
workhouse of the Loughrea Union, hut lias been directed to attend at Gort occasionally, 
to inspect the well and pump at that workhouse, at the expense of the contractor for erecting 
the building. 

With reference to the resolution relating to the pump, the Commissioners have to inform 
the Guardians, that a communication has been addressed to the contractor on the subject. 

Minute 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



the GUARDIANS OF UNIONS relative to POORHOUSES (IRELAND). 157 



Minute of Guardians, 22d January 1842. 

(No. 990 D. 42.) 

The visiting committee report, that the flues in the kitchen are imperfect, and the cooking 
j» consequence is done in the wash-house. 

Resolved, That a report be made to the Commissioners, requesting they will direct the 
contractor to remedy the defect in the flues. 

Note by Architect, 24th March 1842. 

Sent directions to Mr. Doolin (one of his assistants) to have this work done while at Gort. 



r. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Gort Union. 



Minute of Guardians, 5th February 1842. 

(No. 1631 D. 42.) 

A statement of many defects in the building, laid before the Board by the Master, has been 
handed to the clerk of works to make his report thereon. 



Resolution of Guardians, 18th February 1842. 

(No. 2109 D. 42.) 

That our clerk be directed to request of the Commissioners to urge the contractor to 
finish the pump and other works necessary to complete his contract. 

Note . — Referred to Architect, 21st February 1842. 

Commissioners’ Reply to Guardians’ Resolution, 26 th February 1842. 

The architect’s attention has been called thereto. 



Resolution of Guardians, 25th February 1842. 

(No. 2402 D. 42.) 

That it be reported to the Commissioners that the repairs of the workhouse are still 
undone, and the pump in the same useless state, and that they be requested to press upon 
Mr. Geoghegan, clerk of works, the necessity of executing their orders forthwith; and the 
Guardians further report, that the contractor has persevered in putting up the pump, although 
there has not been a sufficient supply of water found in the well. 

Note by Architect, 10th March 1842. 

Received letter from clerk of works, 28th February, to say that he was taking steps in 
accordance with my directions, as the contractor failed to do what was required. 

Geo. W. 



Letter from Clerk of the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 3416 D. 42.) 

Sir, Gort Union, 20 th March 1842. 

By a resolution of the Board of Guardians of this Union, held on the 18 th instant, I am 
directed to inform the Poor Law Commissioners, that the paupers of the workhouse are still 
in want of wholesome water, in consequence of the contractor not having as yet done any- 
thing to the pump, and the Board desire me to refer the Commissioners to their repeated 
application on the subject, and request to know if the contractor is liable to any expense 
the Union may be put to in providing good water in any other way. 

By order of the Board. 

To Arthur Moore, esq.. Chief Clerk. James Slator, Clerk of the Union. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 30th March 1842. 

Mr. Doolin, one of the architect’s assistants, has been directed to proceed to Gort, and 
to have the defects alleged to exist in the flues in the kitchen of the workhouse remedied, 
and to take the necessary steps for having the well and pump put in order. The Commis- 
sioners also desire to state, that the contractor for the workhouse is bound to sink the well 
to such a depth as will afford a good and sufficient supply of water ; and the expense of 
remedying any defects in the works, which he is bound to perform under his contract, will 
be deducted from the amount of his account. 



Minute of Guardians, 8th April 1842. 

(No. 4460 D. 42.) 

The master having reported that the contractor is going on very slowly with the works 
the pump, and that the house is in much want of water ; 

Resolved, That our clerk be directed to write to the Commissioners, stating that the want 
°‘ the pump being in order obliges the master to send paupers to a well for water, which 
causes much inconvenience, and requesting them to order the contractor to supply water 
until the pump is finished. 

Note . — Referred to architect, 15th April 1842. 

6 1 6. X Observations 
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Observations by Architect 

It has been directed to be done some time back, and is now, I hope, nearly complete. 

19 April 1842. Geo. W. 

Surveyed the works on 22d April 1842 ; the well was then in progress. 

7 May 1842. Geo. W. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 20th April 1842. 

Until the contractor for building the workhouse shall take the necessary steps for securing 
a sufficient supply of water for the workhouse, he should bear the expense of obtaining what 
is required, and an intimation has been conveyed to him accordingly. 



Minutes of Guardians, 23d April 1842. 

(No. 5078 D. 42.) 

Read a letter from Poor Law Commissioners, 20 th April 1842, respecting the supply 
of water, stating that the contractor should bear the expenses of supplying water for the use 
of the house. 

Mr. O’Brien, son of the contractor, having been called in, and he having stated that his 
father told him he was not bound to supply water, — Resolved, That the master shall forth- 
with provide the means of supplying tne house with water, the expense of which shall be 
charged to the contractor. 

Mr. Wilkinson, architect, having attended the Board on the subject of the supply of water, 
stated, that if the contractor does not get on quicker with the work, he will order more 
hands to be employed. 



Letter from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners, 27th June 1842. 

(No. 7832 D. 42.) 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians of this Union to inform the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners that leakages are appearing in the main building of the workhouse, particularly at 
the ends of the rafters, purloins and beams, which, if not immediately remedied, will cause 
rot in the timber, and lead to heavy expense. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 29th June 1842. 

Your communication has been referred to the architect, in order that such steps as are 
found to be necessary may be taken in the matter. 



Note by Architect, 19th October 1842. 

The works are now nearly all completed under a clerk of works employing workmen, and 
I presume all the objections will be shortly removed. 



Geo. W. 



Letter from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners, 25th July 1842. 

(No. 9130 D. 42.) 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians to report to the Poor Law Commissioners that 
the contractor is now walling or lining the well of the pump, not having yet obtained a suffi- 
cient supply of water ; also that the contractor has not performed any of the works ordered 
by Mr. Wilkinson on his last inspection, and also to impress on the Commissioners the 
necessity of having those works performed during the present fine weather. 

Note. — See above, architect’s note of 19th October 1842. 



Letter from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners, 29th August 1842. 

(No. 10710 D. 42.) 

I am directed, by a resolution of the Board of Guardians of this Union, passed at their 
meeting held on the 26th instant, to inform the Commissioners, that the pump in the work- 
house yard is a complete failure ; that the sides of the well are not properly staunched, but 
admitting water from the sewers of the yard. 

Note by Architect, 6th September 1842. 

Attended to, by requesting Mr. Ryan to examine the same in his present route. 

Geo. W. 



KILKEEL UNION. 



Letter from the Clerk of the Union to Mr. Gulson, Assistant Commissioner, 

24th March 1842. 

(No. 3585 D. 42.) 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians of the Kilkeel Union to call your attention to 
the bad state of the house, owing to the walls taking wet, and to request you will not allow 
the contractor to be paid the balance of his account until it is put in a complete state of 

repair, 
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repair ; and I have been also further directed to state to you, that it was only on the faith of 
your getting this done, that the deed of charge was signed yesterday, placing the 1,000 /. at 
the disposal of the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Notes by the Architect, 31st May 1842. 

Surveyed the building, 28th March 1842. 

The walls do not in some portion resist the weather, but the work has been very carefully 
performed, and much more labour given to it than is usual with rubble masonry. It will be 
re-pointed, or, if it is insufficient, it must be cemented : arrangements have been made 

accordingly. 

Letter addressed to Mr. Murphy on the subject, and also Letter to Mr. Gulson. 

Geo. W. 



Minute of Guardians, 18th May 1842. 

(No. 6289 D. 42.) 

Resolved, That it is important that the workhouse premises should be finally inclosed, 
and the gates put up, which cannot be done until the gate-piers are altered, and the Com- 
missioners are requested to order the boundary wall to be inspected, which the Guardians 
consider to be very deficient in many places as to workmanship and durability. 

Notes by Architect, 4th June 1842. 

Attended to. Mr. Doolin inspected this work in May, by directions. A communication 
to be made to Mr. Doolin and Mr. Murphy. 

Geo. W. 



KILLARNEY UNION. 



Resolution of Guardians, 4th December, 1841. 

(No. 11308 D. 41.) 

That the Clerk do write to the Poor Law Commissioners, and submit to them the necessity 
of attention and inquiry as to the nature of the materials for building the workhouse, and 
which, in the opinion of this Board, are of a very perishable nature. 

1 Vote . — Special instructions given to a new clerk of works, appointed to succeed a former 
one. 

Referred to architect, 15th December 1841. 



KILMALLOCK UNION. 



Minute of Guardians, 17th December 1840. 

(No. 7210 D. 40.) 

Ordered, That the clerk will write to the Poor Law Commissioners, to report that the 
supplies of articles lodged in the workhouse are in danger of rotting, from the unfinished 
state of the house. 

Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 21st December 1840. 

The architect’s attention will be immediately directed to the resolution respecting the 
completion of the Union Workhouse. 



Communication from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners, 19th February 1841. 
(No. 976 D. 41.) 

I am sure the contractor is anxious to finish, but he has been ill. I have inquired this 
day as to the complaint of the Guardians about the keys of the apartments being refused, 
and Mr. Deane’s foreman assures me he did not know where the keys were at the instant ; 
on the whole, we can have no real satisfaction until the house is finished, and more tradesmen 
employed at it ; this is even one objection to pay the rate, the collectors inform me. 

Minute of Guardians, 18th February 1841, enclosed in foregoing. 

Resolved, That the clerk will write to the Poor Law Commissioners to say, that agreeable 
k> the order of the 10 th instant, to open the workhouse for theieception of the destitute 
P°or, this Board accordingly opened the workhouse on this 1 8 tn instant February, and to 
e xpress their very great surprise and regret at finding that the workhouse is unfinished 
and unfit for the reception of the poor ; that also the keys have been refused to several 
Members of this Board, who proceeded from board-room to inspect the apartments, and 
fo request the Poor Law Commissioners will take the speediest measures to have the work- 
house delivered finished ; further stating, that some destitute poor persons applied for 
admission this day, which the Board, for the reasons stated, were obliged to reject. 
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Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 20th February 1841. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 19th instant, 
forwarding a copy of a resolution of the Board of Guardians of Kilmalloek Union, passed 
at an adjourned meeting on the 18 th instant, respecting the unfinished state of the work- 
house, and I am to state, that the immediate attention of the Assistant Commissioner in 
charge of the Union will be called to the subject. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk of the Guardians, W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 

Kilmalloek Union. 

Note by Mr. Hawley, Assistant Commissioner, 21st February 1841. 

Attended to. I have written to inform the Board of my intention to proceed to Kilmalloek 
on the day of their meeting this week, and have given general instructions as to the steps to 
be taken on the opening of the workhouse. 

W. II. T. H. 



Communication from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners. 

(No. 1191 D. 41.) 

Sir, Workhouse, Kilmalloek, 26th February 1841. 

I am directed to submit to you the enclosed suggestion from several of the Guardians who 
attended the weekly meeting held this day, at which JV1 r. Assistant Commissioner Hawley 
was present. Your obedient servant, 

W. Stanley, esq., Secretary. J a s. C. O’Connell. 

P. S . — It was after Mr. Hawley’s departure the paper was signed and considered, as the 
Guardians forgot mentioning it to him. 



Enclosure in foregoing. 

We, the undersigned Guardians of the Kilmalloek Union, beg respectfully to submit the 
following resolution to the consideration of the Poor Law Commissioners : — 

Resolved, That this Board, having heard that the old clothing of the paupers is intended 
to be deposited immediately over the board-room, request that the Commissioners will be 
pleased to order some other apartment as a receptacle for same, as they feel themselves called 
upon to make this application to remove such dangerous and disagreeable storage, and 
which, no doubt, will contain contagion, to a more remote part of the concern, where fitting 
shelves could be erected. 



Board-room, Workhouse, 
26 February 1841. 



Wm. M. Laffan. 

M. W. Riorden. 
Thomas O’Conner. 
Michael O’Donnell. 



Ja. Ed. Wyse. 
Pat. Molony. 

G. Barry. 
Laurence Roche. 



Minute of Guardians, 3d November 1842. 

(No. 14661 D. 42.) 

Clerk read copy of advertisement for tenders for making a sewer from cess-pools. 

The Assistant Commissioner could not see the necessity of this work, but would recommend 
the Board to pass a resolution, calling on the master to get the cess-pools cleared out, and 
the proceeds put into a dung-pit ; and the Board having so agreed ; 

Resolved, That the master shall take steps to clear out cess-pool, and make a dung-pit 
for the reception of its contents, and have them spread over the laud. 



Minute of Guardians, 17th November 1842. 

(No. 15361 D. 42.) 

Read Mr. Deane’s letter and account furnished, amount 103 1. 13s. 8 d., for fittings in the 
wash-house. 

Resolved, That the clerk will forward Mr. Deane’s account to the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners for consideration, as this Board are not acquainted with the contract for buildings 
and fittings, these works being done before the house was taken possession of, and that the 
Board consider all the charges too high, when compared with charge of pump initiated by 
chairman. 

* The master reported, that, on the occasion of clearing the flues of his apartments, he found 
them in a very dangerous state, a single slate being only found between the roof of the house 
and flue, which may lead to serious consequences, rf there was a fire from soot. 

Resolved, That the Board have to request the Poor Law Commissioners’ attention to this 
information. 

Friday evening, 18th November. 

* The nursery flue, which caused a great deal of smoke, &c. &c., has been successfully 
•cured, large stones being left contracting it, though sweeps attempted to clean same often. 

J. C. O. C., Clerk of Union. 



KILRUSH 
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KILRUSH UNION. 



Min dte of Guardians, 28th August 1841. 

(No. 8166 D. 41). 

Resolved, That the Commissioners having ascertained that the Board of Guardians of 
this Union approved of pipes being laid for the conveyance of water to the laundry from the 
wells, the Board have observed, with much concern, that pipes are now in preparation to 
conduct water through the entire extent of the building, at a considerable expense. 



Minutes of Guardians, 12th March 1842. 

(No. 3460 D. 42.) 

f Mr. Jonas Studdart : As the Assistant Commissioner is present, I wish to draw his atten- 
tion to the miserably deficient state the front of the house is in. The moisture is appearing 
through the plastering at present, and something should be done to render it staunch and 
more comfortable. 

The Assistant Commissioner agreed as to the necessity of doing so, and hoped, when the 
work had time to season, it would became less liable to the present cause of complaint, 
which must be in a great measure caused by the unusual severity of the winter. 

Resolved, That the clerk write to the Poor Law Commissioners, to inquire why the clerk 
of works is continued in employment, when he appears to have nothing to do at present, nor 
for some time past. 

Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 24th March 1842. 

The Commissioners desire to state, for the information of the Board of Guardians, that 
they have received a communication from the architect, which states that the services of the 
clerk of the works have been discontinued. 



LISTOWEL UNION. 



Resolution of Guardians, 10th November 1841. 

{No. 10527 D. 41.) 

That the serious consideration of the Commissioners be called to the great inconvenience 
suffered by the labouring classes and tradesmen employed at the workhouse for this Union, 
in consequence of the irregular and unsatisfactory manner in which they are paid their hire, 
it being allowed to fall into arrear in some instances more than two months. We do not 
consider it our duty to call the Commissioners’ attention to the very slow manner in which 
the work is proceeding, inasmuch as this Board presumes the Commissioners have taken 
the necessary steps to secure the execution of the work by the contractor within a limited 
time. 

Note by Architect, 16th November 1841. 

Read ; and shall immediately recommend to the Commissioners some decisive steps if 
arrangements ar.e not forthwith made more satisfactory by contractors. 

Geo. W. 



Minute of Guardians, 3d February 1842. 

(No. 1&64 D. 42.) 

That, referring to the resolution entered into by the Board on the 10th November last, 
and transmitted to the Commissioners for their consideration, — Resolved, That this Board 
beg again to call the attention of the Commissioners to the very great suffering which the 
labourers and tradesmen who have been employed at the Listowel Workhouse have 
suffered in consequence of not having been paid their hire, in the hope that some relief 
will be afforded ; and that the memorial this day submitted to the Board be forwarded by 
our clerk to the said Commissioners, showing that the sum of 255 1. 9s. 4 d. is now due to 
the memorialists; independent of which, this Board are of opinion, that other sums are due to 
other labourers not set .forth in the accompanying memorial. 

Enclosure accompanying foregoing Minute. 

To the Honourable the Board of Guardians of the Listowel Union. 

The humble Petition of the undersigned tradesmen and labourers who were employed 
in the Listowel Poorhouse, 

Showeth, 

That your petitioners have been at constant work at the above building in the years 1841 
a >id 1842, during which time your petitioners never received any sum or sums of money 
from the contractor of said poorhouse which would enable your petitioners to support them- 
selves and family. 

6l6. X 3 Your 



Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Kilrush Union. 



Listowel Union. 



Inage digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



r. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Listowel Union. 



162 CORRESPONDENCE between the POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS and 



Your petitioners further showeth your Honourable Board, that the contractor stands 
indebted to them in the different sums annexed to their names, and for non-payment thereof 
your petitioners are in actual distress and starvation ; and your petitioners most respectfully 
solicit the influence of your Board to forward their claim to the Commissioners, and peti- 
tioners, as in duty bound, will pray. 



Michael O’Brian - 
Denis Sullivan 
Thomas Doolin 
Walter Hartigan - 
Pal. Grogan - 
Pat. Keefe - 
Thomas M'Douagh 
John Teley - 
Edward Hevnes 
Maurice Ke’lliher - 
John Murphy 
Thomas Henness - 
James Clancy 
Michael Shea 
John Collis - 
Robert Collis 
John Coffee - 
John Lynch - 





£. 


S. 


d. 




£. 




d. 


- 


- 1 


13 


4 


Patrick Mottley, stonecutter 


- 18 


_ 




- 


- 2 


9 


10 


John Crosbee, - ditto 




_ 


_ 


- 


- 1 


8 


11 


Denis Sullivan, mason - 


- 18 


_ 


_ 


- 


- .1 




2 


John Fitzgerald, sawyer - 


- 10 




1 


■ 


- 1 


- 


- 


Bryan M'Mahon - 






_ 


- 


- i 


3 


4 


William Dillane - 






6 


- 


- 10 


- 


- 


John M'Carthy, inason - 


- 10 






■ 


- 3 


H 


7 


William Fitzgerald, carman 




10 




- 


- 3 


- 


- 


John I-ord, mason - 






_ 


- 


- 1 


3 


4 


Denis O’Bryan 


- 2 








- 3 


4 


- 


John O’Bryan 


- 2 




_ 


- 


- 3 


— 


- 


Pat. Casey ... 






_ 


- 


- 6 


- 


- 


Maurice Collins 


- 18 


10 






- 3 


— 


- 


Francis Collins - 


- 18 






- 


- 2 


5 


- 


Charles Crauley - 


- 2 




_ 


■ 


- 1 


15 


- 


William Wbelin - 


- _ 




_ 




- 2 


15 
















- 2 1 -i 




£. 194 


12 


7 




£.52 


16 


9 


Labourers at the other side 


- 52 


16 


9 


























Pat. Hanells, quarryman 


- 8 






























John Hayes - 
















John King - 


- 3 


7 





Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 14th February 1842. 

With reference to the memorial from workmen and others relative to the payment of the 
sums due to them from the contractors for erecting the workhouse, the Commissioners 
desire to state, that they will again communicate with the contractors, with a view to pro- 
cure a settlement of these claims. 



Note . — Building surveyed, 28th May 1842, by the architect, who directed the clerk of 
works forthwith to engage workmen and obtain materials, and instructed one of the archi- 
tect’s assistants to remain at Listowel for a time in order to superintend the arranu-ements 
made for carrying on the works independently of the contractors, to whom notice was given 
accordingly. 



Minute of Guardians, 25th January 1843. 

(No. 1710 D. 43.) 

That the communication of the chief clerk, with respect to the appointment of Mr. Fisher 
to succeed Mr. Hurley as clerk of works, having been read, we cannot separate, in justice 
to Mr. Hurley, without expressing our regret that the Commissioners should have thought 
it proper to remove him, who had been performing his duties to the full satisfaction of the 
Guardians of this Union and the public at large; and we further consider it our duty to 
condemn in the strongest terms the act of the Commissioners in appointing a new clerk of 
works, and burdening this Union with an extra and unnecessary expense of half a guinea 
per week . 

Commissioners’ Reply, 24th February 1843. 

With reference to the resolution relative to the appointment of Mr. Fisher to succeed 
Mr.Hurleyas clerk of the works, I am to state that, although it was not their intention to allege 
complaint against Mr. Hurley in his capacity of clerk of the works, it was never intended 
that he should be employed longer than could be avoided in the double capacity of clerk of 
the works and director of works, when it became necessary to unite these offices. 

The difference between the salary allowed to Mr. Hurley and that to Mr. Fisher will not 
be charged to the Union ; the additional half guinea a week is allowed to Mr. Fisher in con- 
sequence of his undertaking the additional duty of director of works, a duty which ought 
to be performed by the contractor, and the expense of which, therefore, is properly charge- 
able to him. v v 3 



LOUGHREA 
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LOUGHREA UNION. 



Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Lougbrea Union. 



Minute of Guardians, 11th June 1842. 

(No. 7329 D. 42.) 

Resolved, That our clerk be directed to write to the Commissioners relative to the general 
staunching of the house. 

Extract from Letter from the Clerk of the Union to Mr. Burke, Assistant Commissioner, 
19th June 1842. 

The Guardians wish to call your attention to the general staunching of the workhouse before 
the contractor is paid off. 

Note . — Referred to the architect, 23d June 1842. 



Minute of Guardians, 2d July 1842. 

(No. 8269 D. 42.) 

The Board have to report, that the sewers or pools originally constructed at the work- 
house have not been properly completed; that, in consequence, there is at present an offen- 
sive smell and danger of contagion arising ; the offensive smell is so strong, that it is 
observed by passengers along the road. It is requested the Commissioners will order the 
original contractors to complete this most absolutely necessary work without delay. The 
Board have also to call the attention of the Commissioners to the staunching of the work- 
house. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 8th July 1842. 

The Commissioners desire to inform you that the matter has been referred to their 
architect. 



Minute of Guardians, 16th July 1842. 

(No. 8894 D. 42.) 

Resolved, That having read the report of Mr. Wilkinson, we still are fully convinced 
that the workhouse is delivered to the Board of Guardians in a manner so incomplete, that 
it lets in the wet and damp through the walls and windows to a degree so as to render parts 
of the house uninhabitable. We therefore conceive the Commissioners should, either 
by causing the front of the house to be rough-casted, or the joints tube drawn with cement, 
render the building complete for reception of paupers for the ensuing winter; and we 
submit, therefore, that the contract cannot be considered complete until the defects are 
remedied. 

Note by Architect, 7th September 1842. 

I am of opinion that it is necessary to adopt some external application of cement or rough- 
cast to the walls of the workhouse, and that the necessity for doing so does not arise from 
any improper execution of the work. I have reported on this subject on the settlement of 
contractors’ accounts. 

Geo. W. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

(No. 10990 D. 42.) 9th September 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners transmit to you herewith the accounts of the contractors 
for building the workhouse of the Loughrea Union, together with a copy of the architect’s 
^port thereon, and a statement of the loan already obtained, and of the expenditure thereof ; 
ar id the Commissioners desire to call the attention of the Board of Guardians to the mea- 
sures suggested by the architect to be taken for applying an external coating to certain 
portions of the workhouse walls, and they recommend the Guardians to take the necessary 
ste ps in the matter at once, in order that the work may be proceeded with before the winter. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Loughrea Union. 
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Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Loughrea Union. 



Manorharnilton 

Union. 



Enclosure in foregoing. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Gentlemen, 2tl September 1842. 

Accompanying is the account for the fixtures and other works executed by Messrs. 
Cockburn, in addition to their contract for the erection of the Loughrea Workhouse; the 
total amount of which is as follows: 



Amount of contract - 

Amount of account for additional works, in fixtures, fittings, &c.,' 
as examined --------- 



£■ s. d. 
6,960 - - 
1,510 1 10J 



Amount of instalments paid 

Balance due 





8,470 


1 10j 


" 


8,100 


“ - 


£. 


370 


1 10J 



The works comprised in the extra account consist of the several grates and stoves, boilers 
in the kitchen and wash-house, with the brickwork, &c. complete ; the several dressers and 
shelves, the bell and frame, rails and foot-boards for the bedsteads, the alteration of the 
floors of the dormitories for the construction of sleeping platforms, additional walling in 
the foundations, and drains of greater extent than was provided for by the contract, together 
with several minor items detailed in the account, which has been carefully examined with 
reference to the contract, and the prices have been adjusted in accordance with its pro- 
visions. 

I have to certify, that the contractors are entitled to the amount of this account, subject 
to the reduction therefrom of the sum of 9 /. ns. 4 d., being the amount of the last payment 
made to the clerk of the works, which it was determined to charge against the contractors, 
in consequence of his duties having been prolonged beyond the usual period, and during 
this time he was employed in superintending the completion of works which the contractors 
had not duly finished. 

I have to report generally, that the building has been executed satisfactorily; but I am 
of opinion that some further outlay of moderate amount may be required for protecting some 
of the exposed portions of the building with Roman cement or plaster-dashing ; and I am 
of opinion that the best course for doing this work will be, for the Guardians to obtain local 
proposals for its execution, as it is unconnected with the building contract, and the neces- 
sity for its performance does not arise from the building having been imperfectly executed 
by the contractors. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. George Wilkinson . 



MANORHAMILTON UNION. 



Minute of Guardians, 21st May 1840. 

(No. 2675 D. 40.) 

Resolved, That we consider it disadvantageous to the Union that the erection of thebuild- 
ing is not yet in progress, although the salary of the clerk of the works is accruing since 
the 13th of last month. 

We are not aware whether the builder’s apology for the delay be true or otherwise, “ that 
the site has not yet been marked out but we trust that the Commissioners will adopt mea- 
sures to obviate such objection, if true. 

Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 28th May 1840. 

The delay in commencing the building of the workhouse has been caused, it appears, by 
the inability of the architect or his assistants to proceed to Manorharnilton for the purpose 
of laying off the ground for the contractor, owing to the urgency of their engagements in 
other pans of the country ; but this duty will be now attended to forthwith. 



Minute of Guardians, 6th June 1842. 

(No. 7064 D. 42.) 

Resolved, That as Mr. Caldwell is near the completion of his original contract for erecting 
the workhouse, this Board is of opinion that steps should have been taken before now towards 
furnishing and otherwise fitting it for the reception of paupers. The Board is anxious to 
know whatcourse the Commissioners design to pursue for the accomplishment of this object. 
It is further of opinion that measures should be adopted for the appointment of rate collectors 
and other officers who must he shortly required. 
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The Union is now suffering much in consequence of the house not being open (which it 
long since should have been), from its internal distress, as well from an influx of paupers 
from Sligo and the surrounding Unions. 

Note . — Particulars for furniture, house requisites, bedding, &c., sent to clerk of Guardians 
by architect, 17th June 1842. 



MIDLETON UNION. 



Resolutions of Guardians, 27th May 1841. 

(No. 5006 D. 41.) 

That not being aware of the extent of the contract for furnishing the workhouse given by 
Mr. Assistant Commissioner Voules to Mr. Hill, we decline advertising for furniture and fit- 
tings until we are made acquainted with the particulars of the contract now existing. 

That in answer to Mr. Hill’s (the contractor’s) request, that the Guardians may take up 
the workhouse as finished, we object to do so until it is inspected and approved of by the 
Commissioners’ architect. 

Note . — Instructions given to the architect to visit the workhouse, and to communicate 
with the Guardians, 4th June 1841 ; and a letter was addressed to the Guardians, giving 
particulars of the contract. 



Minute of Guardians, 15th June 1841. 

(No. 5577 D. 41.) 

The committee this day appointed to inspect the fittings are of opinion, 

That the lead-pipes and the pump in the probationary ward are not such as would meet 
with our approval, and that the furniture is such as we cannot object to, although finished 
in a very rough manner. 



Minute of Guardians, 5th July 1841. 

(No. 6283 D. 41.) 

Mr. Wilkinson inspected the workhouse, and declared it to be in a fit state to be given up 
by the contractor. 



Letter from the Master of the Workhouse to Mr. Voules, Assistant Commissioner. 

(No. 6976 D. 41.) 

Sir, Workhouse, Midleton, 27th July 1841. 

I beg to inform you that there is no water in either of the pumps, main house, or that for 
the use of the probationary bath-rooms ; the springs have fallen lower than the pumps will 
reach to. 

I am, &c. 

W . J. Voules, esq., &,c. 8cc. &c. William Smith, Master. 

Note by Architect on foregoing. 

Wrote to contractor, 7th August 1841. Geo. W. 



Resolution of Guardians, 7th August 2841. 

(No. 7300 D. 41.) 

That our clerk be directed to apply to Mr. Hill, the contractor for the workhouse, to have 
the defective state of the pumps and cistern remedied without delay. 



_ T Resolution of Guardians, 4th January 1842. 

(No. 322 D. 4 a.) 

That our clerk is directed to acquaint Mr. Voules, that the mortar floors in the workhouse 
were so badly made, that they are at present in a very bad state, and that the Board are of 
PPtnion that the contractor did not, in this instance, fulfil his contract, and wish to be 
'mormed by Mr. Voules whether and how be can be compelled to do so. 

Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians on the foregoing, 

17 th January 1842. 

t , '** le floors will be surveyed under the architect’s direction as soon as is practicable, and 
e balance due to the contractor will not be paid until he shall have remedied any defects 
,0r wl »oh he may be liable. 



Y Minute 



Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Manorhamiltoii 

Union. 



Midleton Union. 
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Minute of Guardians, nth January 1842. 

(No. 585 D. 40.) 

Resolved, That our clerk is directed to ascertain from Mr. Assistant Commissioner Voules 
011 what day he may attend a meeting of the Board of Guardians, when the valuators will 
attend, in order to discuss the remuneration to be given them for valuing the Union; and 
also that it would be desirable to obtain on that day the assistance of Mr. Wilkinson, the 
Commissioners’ architect, in considering the estimates for the erection of a front wall, gates, 
&c., as well as to inspect the workhouse generally, parts of which are declared by the com- 
mittee to be in a bad state. 

Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 19th January 1842. 

With respect to the attendance of the architect for the inspection of the workhouse, and 
to make arrangements respecting the erection of the wall and gates, the Commissioners 
have communicated with him and with the Assistant Commissioner, Mr. Voules, in order that 
a day may be fixed for their attending as soon as their engagements permit ; and Mr. Voules 
has been requested to communicate with the Guardians accordingly. 



Resolution of Guardians, 22d March 1842. 

(No. 3539 D. 42.) 

That the clerk is directed to request of the Poor Law Commissioners to favour them 
with a copy of the agreement made with the contractor for building the workhouse, specify- 
ing what sums he has been paid, and what balance he claims ; and that he is directed to 
state to Mr. Hill, that unless he makes immediate arrangements to make good the deficiencies 
pointed out to him by Mr. Wilkinson, they will advertise to have them done, and charge him 
with the amount. 

Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians on the foregoing, 

28th March 1842. 

The Commissioners desire to forward herewith a copy of the contract for building the 
workhouse, and the specification therein referred to ; and as soon as the contractor’s accounts 
shall have been examined and certified, they will be laid before the Board of Guardians, as 
in all other cases. 



Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 12th April 1842. 

Resolved, That the following report of the house committee be entered on the minutes : — 
“ That your committee having met at the workhouse on the 7th April instant, the acting 
master reported, that. the apartment used as the hospital kitchen is insufficient for the pur- 
pose : your committee have examined it, and beg to report, that it is quite unfit for the pur- 
pose, and recommend that the architect be requested to examine the premises, and to point 
out a proper remedy.” 

Resolved, That all the mortar floors be taken up, and replaced by brick. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Board that the floors now wanting repairs should 
be laid with “ best selected” Youghal brick. 

Resolved, That Mr. Hill be directed to cement those parts of the walls of the workhouse 
pointed out by Mr. Wilkinson to be in need thereof. 

Resolved, That Mr. Wilkinson be requested to report the best means of remedying the 
defect in the preseut hospital kitchen, either by appropriating another apartment, or by 
building a new one, and also that he carries the directions in his report into effect. 

Note by the Architect on the foregoing; noted 15th April 1842. 

I have communicated with the contractor and clerk of works, and directed Mr. Ryan 
on these works, and he is now on his way ; some of the works are in progress. 

7th June 1S42. Geo. W. 



MONAGHAN UNION. 



Minute of Guardians, 8th October 1840. 

(No. 5782 D. 40.) r 

The Board of Guardians of Monaghan Union desire to represent to the Poor Law Go 
missioners that it is inexpedient to build the dormitories of the new workhouse with the linn 
stone of the country. The limestone around Monaghan causes so much damp, compare 
the whin or grey-wacke stone, as, in the opinion of the Board or Guardians, to render it ve y 
objectionable for general building purposes, especially for the lining of the dormitories. 

Note .- — Letters addressed to the building contractor by the architect, 28th October and 
4th November 1840. 

mountmklick 
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MOUNTMELICK UNION. 



Extract from Letter from Joseph Beale, Esq., Vice-Chairman of the Union, to the 
Commissioners, dated 2d February 1842. 

(No. 1393 D- 42-) 

Since 1 had the pleasure of waiting on you in Dublin, in consequence of the delay in 
erecting the poorhouse here, I regret to find that nothing has been done by the contractor 
towards providing materials against the ensuing building season; he has no stones raised, 
nor has he one man employed in the quarries ; he is also unprovided with lime or sand : 
I, therefore, take the liberty of calling your attention hereto, with the view of compelling him 
to proceed without further delay. 



I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Mountmelick 

Union. 



Extract from the Commissioners’ Reply, 5th February 1842. 

The Commissioners desire to state, that the temporary stoppage of the works has been 
occasioned principally by the late unfavourable weather, and that measures have been taken 
in order that the works may now be carried on more uninterruptedly by the contractor. 



Letter from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners. 

(No. 1980 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Mountmelick, 16th July 1842. 

In pursuance of a resolution adopted at the last meeting of the Board of Guardians of 
the Mountmelick Union, I am directed to convey to you tne earnest and unanimous desire 
of the Board that you will be pleased to take some decided steps so as to compel the con- 
tractor to proceed instantly with the building of the workhouse, as there appears to be no 
great exertion making on his part to accomplish so desirable an object. 

I beg leave also to state, that there are 328 families, consisting of 1,391 persons, on the 
poor-relief list of the town, who are enduring every species of privation, and who are enabled 
to carry on a miserable existence only through the humane exertions of the inhabitants ; 
and if some energetic measures be not resorted to, to relieve the existing distress, serious 
consequences will ensue. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. Geo. Smyth, Clerk of the Union. 

Note. — On receipt of the foregoing, further communications were addressed to the con- 
tractor and his surety. 



Minute of Poor Law Commissioners, 22d July 1842. — The communication herein alluded 
to having been referred to the Architect, and mislaid. 

(No. 8880 D. 42.) 

Read a communication from Messrs. J. Beale, M. Reynolds, S. Dunne, and W. Beale, 
Guardians of the Mountmelick Union, calling the attention of the Commissioners to the 
distressed condition of the poor in the town and neighbourhood of Mountmelick, and also 
to the fact, that the works at the workhouse have been discontinued, and stating that, if the 
building were carried forward in a vigorous manner at this particular juncture, it would be 
attended with great advantage to the unemployed poor there. 

Read also a communication from the clerk of the works (to whom a communication 
bad been addressed on receipt of the foregoing), relative to the present state of the 
works at the w orkhouse. 

Ordered, That the following letter be addressed to the above-named Guardians ; viz. — 

“ Your letter of the 18th instant was duly received by the Poor Law Commissioners, who 
caused immediate inquiry to be made as to the progress of the building of the Mount- 
•Relick Union Workhouse. A report has been this day received from the clerk of the 
works, which is not so satisfactory as the Commissioners had expected ; and they have, in 
consequence, again communicated w ith the contractor, and urged upon him the necessity 
°fhis making greater exertion to complete the building. Tne Commissioners will also 
direct their architect to visit Mountmelick on his return from the south of Ireland, where 
be is now occupied inspecting the buildings; and they beg to assure you that they are 
most desirous of doing every thing in their power to hasten the completion of the Mount- 
®elick house, the delay in which they greatly regret.” 

Ordered, That a communication be addressed to Mr. Fagan, one of the contractor’s sureties, 
re questing his immediate interference with the contractor for erecting the workhouse, with 
?view of hastening the progress of the w orks, and that the paper be then forwarded to 
lr. Wilkinson, architect, with an instruction to visit Mountmelick on his way back from 
the south of Ireland, and report to the Commissioners on the subject. 



616. 
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I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Mountmelick 

Union. 



Mullingar Union. 



Navan Union. 



Minute of Guardians, 23d July 1842. 

(No. 9064 D. 42.) 

Proposed by Mr. Mosse, and seconded by Mr. Beale, That we have this day visited the 
poorhouse, and regret much to find the building in a very backward state. We find only 
four carpenters and two masons employed this day; the masons appear to have turned out, 
as stated, for wages, but we believe, from close inquiry, that the men were obliged to leave 
the work from not being paid their wages regularly. We consider it most desirable to have 
the work done differently, as employment to the poor is now so great an object. We do not 
consider that more than half the work is now done, although the term of the contract has 
expired ; we, therefore, beg that the Commissioners may direct a competent person to inspect 
the works at once, and inquire into the state of the building. 

Note . — A further communication was addressed to the contractor’s surety, 27th July 
1842. 



MULLINGAR UNION. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 15612 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Mullingar Union, 24th November 1842. 

The Board of Guardians feel it their duty to represent, that the walls of this workhouse 
have, to a very great extent, admitted the rain through the imperfect joints of the masonry ; 
namely, the whole* of the front wall is at this moment saturated with water, and the wet 
has spread upon the floor in all the front apartments and the hall. The rain has also 
entered along the ridge of the roof of the dining-hall, of which the walls are also defective 
in like manner as those of front building. 

The water also entered under the doors of the detached buildings, owing to the want of 
weather-boards. The walls of these buildings appear equally defective with those of the 
main buildings. 

Your obedient servant, 

Edward Coffey, Clerk of Union. John Lyons, Chairman. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Extract from Letter from the Commissioners to the Chairman, in reply, 

26th November 1842. 

The attention of the architect has been called to your communication. 

Extract from further Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 

5th Decemher 1842, in reference to the foregoing. 

The attention of the contractor has been called to the matter by the architect, in order 
that any existing defect may be remedied : it is, however, considered, that the dampness 
arises from the newness of the walls, and not from any defect in their general construction. 



NAVAN UNION. 



Resolutions of Guardians, 13th May 1840. 

(No. 2452 D. 40.) 

That we find, with regret, that no progress has yet been made as to building the poor- 
house for this Union, although we were given to understand, from our Assistant Commis- 
sioner, that the contract had been entered into more than two months ago. The commence- 
ment of this work is most desirable, particularly at this season of the year, when employ- 
ment for the poor is so much required. 

That our chairman be requested to communicate with the Poor Law Commissioners on 
this subject. 



Letter from ihe Chairman of the Board of Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 2479 D. 40.) 

Gentlemen, Flaxmills, Navan, 14th May 1840. 

Agreeably to a resolution passed by the Board of Guardians of the poor of the Navan 
Union on the 13th instant, expressive of their deep anxiety for the present and rapidly 
increasing destitution of the numerous poor of this locality, the duty devolves on me, as 
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their chairman on that occasion, of calling your serious attention to this most important 

8 They desire to state their regret that their application to you in January last, earnestly 
requesting that the building might be expedited, has not as yet been productive of the desired 
effect, and that, from their conviction that the frightful spread of pauperism and disease, 
added' to the want of employment among the labouring classes, must fill the minds of all 
with well-grounded alarm, they anticipate the most fearful consequences during the pro- 
gress of the present summer if something be not done. May I be permitted to request 
you will kindly inform the Board when the works will be commenced, as further delay will, 
they conceive, be attended with the worst results. 

1 I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. Francis Blundell. 



July 



2 . 

ouse 
ary ; 
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n. 



Commission eks’ Reply to the foregoing. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 15th May 1840. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
14th instant, requesting, in pursuance of a resolution passed by the Board of Guardians 
of the Navan Union on the 13th instant, that the building of the workhouse may be com- 
menced without further delay, for the purpose of affording additional employment to the 
labouring population of the neighbourhood, in which there is at present much distress, 
producing an alarming increase of pauperism and disease. 

r The Commissioners desire to state, that, having some time since concluded an agreement 
for the erection of the workhouse, the only cause of delay is the difficulty of obtaining 
possession of the site, in consequence of the death of Mr. Fitzherbert, who proposed to 
demise or sell the requisite quantity of land ; but the trustees appointed by his will having 
declined to carry his intention into effect, it has become necessary to refer the papers for 
the opinion of the Attorney-general, as to whether the trustees are legally bound by 
Mr. Fitzherbert’s agreement. 

The Commissioners are very sensible of the importance of having the building opera- 
tions commenced speedily, and will communicate to you the Attorney-general’s opinion, 
when it shall be obtained, with a view to your having a special meeting of the Guardians 
convened, in the event of its appearing advisable to select another site, for which object 
their co-operation and advice will be requested. 

By order of the Board, 

W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 
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Resolution of Guardians, 16th March 1842. 

(No. 3318 D. 42.) 

That the plan of the drainage having been examined, we are of opinion that a sewer 
should be made to the river, and not an open overflow pit, as shown in the plan ; and we 
request the Poor Law Commissioners may give the necessary order to have the same pro- 
perly made. 

Note by the Architect, 19th April 1842. 

The drain was inspected by me on the 12th April 1842, and it was then in greater part 
completed. 

v Geo. W. 
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Letter from the Chairman of the Board of Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 7970 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Randillstown, Navan, 30th June 1842. 

As chairman of the Board of Guardians of the Navan Union, I have been requested by 
the Board to inform the Commissioners that there are no apartments in the Navan Poor- 
house for either the schoolmaster or schoolmistress. The Guardians, therefore, find great 
difficulty in procuring competent and respectable persons to fill either of the situations. 

The Board of Guardians having no power over the building of the Union Poorhouse, feel 
tt their duty to lay the case before the Poor Law Commissioners for their consideration. 

I have, &e. 

To the Commissioners of Poor Laws. Henry Meredyth. 
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Resolution of Guardians, 6th July 1842. 

8 3 ‘= n - 4»0 

4 nat the contractor of the workhouse do proceed to fit up the schoolmaster’s and school- 
mistress’s rooms with ceiling joists and plastering, and procure furniture for the rooms. 
616. Y 3 Notes 
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L 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Navan Union. 



Notes by Mr. Hancock, Assistant Commissioner, on the foregoing matters, 
9th July 1842. 



I attended the Board of Guardians on the 6th, and very fully explained all the arrange, 
ments. The clerk of the works had painted “ store room ” on the door, instead of " school- 
master’s room ” and “ schoolmistress’s room.” The Guardians highly approved of the 
present rooms, when an explanation was given, but required plastering and ceiling joists 
and I think this should be given to them. 

This resolution (6th July) was in consequence of my explanation in answer to Mr. 
Meredyth’s letter, No. 7970. 

Mr. Wilkinson’s attention has been called to this matter by me this day. 

W. J. H. 



Note by the Architect. 



I will be at Navan on the 17th instant (August). 

Geo. W. 



Resolution of Guardians, 23d November 1842. 

No. 15601 D. 42.) 

That a letter from Mr. Hancock having been submitted to the Guardians, with a copy of 
the architect’s report on the contractor’s account for the building of the workhouse, the 
Guardians object for the present to act upon it, from the very deficient state of the windows, 
which admit the rain in considerable quantities ; and also the defective state of some of the 
chimneys, which are subject to smoke. 

Notes by the Architect. 

Mr. Sweeney will examine this work, as he will be near the workhouse on the 3d instant 
and I will then report accordingly. 

2d December 1842. Geo. fV. 

This work was examined, and it was found that the windows required some additional 
putty and some painting to bind frames, the original being injured by frost before becoming 
secure. The contractor promised to do it at once. 

14th January 1843. Geo. W. 



NE WTO WN-LIMA V AD Y UNION. 



Newtown-Limavady 

Union. 



Communication from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners, 29th March 1842. 
(No. 3878 D. 42.) 

1 have to state that a number of slates and roofing or ridge tiles were blown off the 
workhouse on Friday night, and that it is the opinion of the Board, that if the work had 
been sufficiently executed, such would not have occurred : I have written to the contractor 
to know if he is willing to repair the damage, as the Guardians do not know what engage- 
ment he is under to the Commissioners. The Guardians also wish to be informed if the 
clerk of works is still under pay at the expense of the Union, as the rooms he occupies are 
required, and it does not appear there is any necessity for his continuing longer in his 
employment. 



Note . — The architect reported that he attended at Newtown-Limavady on the 4th April 
1842. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 21st April 1842. 

The contractor for building the workhouse of the Newtown-Limavady Union has 
arranged to repair the damage done to the building by the late storm at his own expense; 
the Commissioners also desire to state that the services of the clerk of the works have been 
discontinued since the 31st ultimo. 



SCARIFF 
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SCARIFF UNION. 



Work houses 
(Complaints). 



Minute of Guardians, 1st October 1839. 

(No. 4351 D. 39.) 

Resolved, That as we perceive many important objections and defects in the arrange- 
ments and specifications of the poorhouse, as set forth in the plans submitted to us, parti- 
cularly in respect to our climate and situation, “ That without intending to interfere with 
the jurisdiction of the Commissioners, yet we deem it of the greatest importance that no 
plan should be definitely fixed on without being submitted to us, and that no contract 
should be entered into without consulting us as to the best mode of getting it executed on 
the cheapest terms, and which, from our local knowledge, we are best calculated to effect.” 
Sole. — Mr. 11 awley. Assistant Commissioner, attended and discussed this subject with 
the Guardians, at a meeting of 9th October 1839. 



Scariff Union. 



Communication from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners, 14th November 1839. 
(No. 5045 D. 39.) 

The Guardians seem to concur in the views taken by Mr. Wilkinson, architect, with 
regard to the thickness of the walls, and also with regard to cesspools instead of drains 
from privies, but they doubt very much whether persons can be found occasionally, as in 
England, to clear out these cesspools upon any terms. 

The Guardians at their meeting remarked, that they considered the engineer appointed 
by the Commissioners had or ought to have chosen out the ground, and looked to its advan- 
tages and disadvantages. It is considered your bargain for site has been concluded, and 
that nothing remains to be done but to come and stake out the ground, and proceed to 
building. 



Minute of Guardians, 12U1 March 1842. 

(No. 3127 D. 42.) 

Resolved, That the clerk be directed to write to the Commissioners, to request from them 
a map of the ground on which the workhouse is built. They require a survey, in conse- 
quence of an objection raised by Mr. Drew, as to the place on which the boundary wall is to 
be laid out, as they consider it unfair to have the contractor idle in consequence of the 
ground not being staked out, and that James Dugan, surveyor, be authorized to survey the 
same. 

Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 17th March 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have directed to be forwarded herewith a copy of the 
plan of the site of the workhouse, as drawn on the deed of conveyance. 



„ Minute of Guardians, 9th April 1842. 

(No. 4716 D. 42.) 

Resolved, That the clerk, upon sending up the minutes of this day’s proceedings to the 
Commissioners, shall inform them that the pumps are in such a state as not to give one 
drop of water ; therefore the Guardians request that the Commissioners will direct the con- 
tractor to put them in repair. 

Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 22d April 1842. 

The attention of the contractor for erecting the workhouse has been directed thereto, 
and a person from the architect’s department has been instructed to visit the workhouse, 
order to inspect the buildings, and take such steps as may be necessary. 



/w . ^ Minute of Guardians, 19th April 1842. 

(No. 4834 D. 42.) H 

and es °l ved >That, in consequence of the pumps not being in order, and no water to be had, 
thp n° c j“ trac ^ having been entered into for several articles of provisions or stockings, 
his « j ,anS ^ rect c ^ er ^ write to the Assistant Commissioner, in order to request 
on« a ^ endance 011 tlle nth of May next; on which day they expect to have the workhouse 
°Pen for the reception of inmates. 



(N 0 ^ ^ Resolution of Guardians, 24th May 1842. 

thern^V^ 6 *^ 61 ^ directed to write to the Poor Law Commissioners, in ordei 
at the Hues and chimneys in the probationary wards do not draw anj 
Y 4 



to acquaint 
smoke, and 
also 
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also that of the kitchen and other parts of the workhouse ; in fact, they state that nothing 
could be in a worse state ; and they request that the Commissioners will look to it imme- 
diately, and direct that the same shall be remedied. 

Note . — Referred to the architect, 26th May 1842. 



Minute of Guardians, 7th June 1842. 

^ Resolved, That the clerk be directed to write once a week to the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners, for the purpose of explaining to them the bad state of the chimneys of the work- 
house • and that they must discharge the paupers admitted, if something be not done to 
remedy them ; the flues do not draw the smoke, and consequently no victuals can be 
cooked for officers nor inmates. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 10th June 1842. 

In reference to the resolution respecting the flues of the workhouse, the Commissioners 
desire to state, that the architect has been directed to instruct one of his assistants to pro- 
ceed to the building, and take steps for remedying the defects complained ot torthwith. 



THURLES UNION. 



Resolution of Guardians, 3d October 1842. 

^ That a communication be made to the Poor Law Commissioners to the effect that a 
clerk of works is employed by the Poor Law Commissioners, at a salary of 2/. 2s.per 
week in connexion with this Union workhouse, and that no works which that clerk ot 
work’s could superintend have been executed at the workhouse since the 19th September 
last • and that this Board having examined said clerk of works on that subject, he informs 
them, that lie noticed the contractor on the 31st August last, and also on the 20th Sep- 
tember last, to proceed with certain works, which he considered necessary to be done at 
the workhouse, and that the said contractor has not since either period taken any steps to 
have said works executed. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 15th October 1842. 

With reference to the delay of the contractor in completing the works required to be 
performed by his contract, the Commissioners desire to state, that they consider that he is 
liable to any expense which may be occasioned thereby, and this will be noted by tne 
architect on closing his account. . ■ , , 

The clerk of the works has been written to, to expedite the completion of the unhmsliea 
works. 



Minutes of Guardians, 7th November 1842. 

(N Read the minttes of the last meeting, with letters from the Poor Law Commissioners 
architect, stating his intention of inspecting the workhouse, &c. early in the w , 
letter from Mr. Phare, clerk of works. . . j 

Mr. O’Brien, one of the ex-officio Guardians of the Poor for the Union, having men ana 
horses employed in forcibly taking away the excavations, clay, &c^&c. coUected on the wo 
house premises, a discussion took place between him and the Board, which ended m 
persisting to do so, alleging he got same from Mr. Leahy, the contractor tor buildin 
the workhouse. The master and porter were ordered by Board to remove all tiespass 
on the premises, and on proceeding to do so, were resisted by Mr. O Bnen s roe , > " 
forcibly entered same, and proceeded to re move the clay, &c. as before, on whicli 
following resolution was passed : — 

1st Resolution Ptoposed by R. M. Carden, esq., and seconded by George Ryan, eap. 
That clerk be directed to write to the Poor Law Commissioners, and ascertain from in 
whose property the excavations are, and whether the contractor has a right to isp 
them, this stuff being absolutely necessary to fill up boles on the premises, an 
property of the Board, what steps, under the foregoing circumstances, should be taken 
retain it, or, if continued to be forcibly taken away, to recover it. Passed. 

2d Resolution:— Proposed by Major Armstrong, and seconded by Daniel J. Webb ’,®*^ 
That notice be served by master in writing on all persons trespassing on work 
premises, that they do so at their peril, and will, if they persist, be punished oy 
~ Passed - Communication 
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Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians, nth November 1842. Workhouses 

, , . , „ (Complaints). 

The Commissioners desire to state, that the soil on the site is not the property of the 

contractor, and he has no right to give permission to any one to remove it. The Com- Thurles Union, 

missioners, however, understand from their architect that the parties concerned have 
abandoned their intention of removing it. 



Minute of Guardians, 20th December 1842. 

(No. 17213 11. 42.) 

The master called the attention of the Board to the state of the workhouse, and pre- 
sented a report, which was read by the clerk, and of which the following is a copy : — 

Master’s Report. 

On a former occasion master had to include in one of his reports the circumstance of 
the timber of one of the boilers in wash-house taking fire : a similar occurrence took place 
in the kitchen on Thursday morning last ; the circumstances are as follows : 

About six o’clock on the morning in question, porter and master’s son, after getting out 
of beil, went to the kitchen and found the timber over one of the boilers on fire ; having a 
supply of water at hand, succeeded in putting out the fire; this fire took place in conse- 
quence of the bad manner in which the boilers are set, not having any filling of brick and 
mortar between the flues and timber, and fears a recurrence of these fires, unless the 
Board take steps to remedy this fault. 

There are other matters also to which he begs leave to call the attention of the Board, 
and which, if neglected, may prove injurious to the establishment. The cesspools are in 
a very bad state ; the drains should at once be perfected from them, to carry off the over- 
flow. 

Note . — Referred to architect 24th December 184a, who communicated with the con- 
tractor and the master of the workhouse. 



Resolution of Guardians, 24th January 1843. 

(No. 1675 D. 43.) 

That, it appearing from the master’s report that the lead is blown off one of the cupolas, 
and the rain down in several parts of the house, a strong letter of remonstrance be written 
to the Poor Law Commissioners on the state in which the house has been given up to the 
Guardians, owing to the incompetency or neglect of proper inspection by their architect. 

Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 30th January 1843. 

The attention of the architect has been called to the resolution relative to the state of 
the workhouse. 

Further Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 

7th February 1843. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to state, with reference to the resolution 
adverted to in the Commissioners’ letter of the 30th ultimo, that they have received a 
communication from the architect, from which it appears that the workhouse contractor 
has undertaken immediately to replace the lead which has been blown from one of the 
ventilators. 

I am, &c. 

Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 



TULLAMORE UNION. 



Letter from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners. Tullamore Union. 

(No. 7182 D. 42.) Office of Poor Law Guardians, Tullamore, 

Gentlemen, 10th June 1842. 

I am directed by the workhouse committee to acquaint you that the well sunk by the 
contractor has completely failed. 

The house was opened yesterday, and on preparing breakfast for the paupers this 
Worning, the master was necessitated to pump water from the rain-water reservoir for 
mat purpose; and for dinner use, a man and horse were obliged to be employed to 
carry water to the house. 

i he committee require to know, for the information of the Board of Guardians, if the 
building contractor is the person to sink the well, and find a sufficient supply of water 
f or the house. 

And as it is not unlikely that a considerable length of time may elapse (say a month 
or six weeks) before the pump-hole can possibly be sunk sufficiently, is the Union 

6 1 6. Z chargeable 
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chargeable with the cost of drawing water a distance to supply the house for all pur- 
poses, or the contractor, who has defaulted in finding that sufficient supply, if such 
was his contract; and in the event of the contractor not immediately attending to the 
completion of the well, is it in the power of the Board of Guardians to order a person 
to do so at the charge arid cost of the Union, or that of the contractor? 

Your earliest attention is requested to the subject, if possible, your reply by return of 
post, as it is a matter of the utmost importance, more particularly at this period, from 
the number of pressing objects of destitution crawling to the house craving admission, 
whose application cannot be received in consequence of the want of water. 



To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



I have, &c. 

Thomas Ryan, Clerk of the Union. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 11th June 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of your communication relative 
to the deficiency in the supply of water in the well of the workhouse of the Tullamore 
Union, and they have directed that the enclosed copy of a letter addressed this day 
to the contractor on the subject be forwarded for the information of the Board of 
Guardians. 

The architect will be communicated with as to the liability of the contractor to defray 
a y expense necessarily incurred in providing water for the workhouse whilst the well is 
useless. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Tullamore Union. 



Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, ltth June 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners having received a communication from the Board of 
Guardians, calling their immediate attention to the deficient supply of water afforded to the 
workhouse by the well, the Commissioners have to Tequest that you will forthwith take 
the necessary steps for having the well sunk to a depth sufficient to afford a constant supply 
of water to the workhouse. 

Your answer to this communication, stating the steps taken by you in the matter, is 
requested by return of post. 

By order of the Board, 

To Mr. John W rafter. Builder, Arthur Moore , Chief Clerk. 

Tullamore. 



Letter from the Building Contractor to the Commissioners. 

(No. 7307 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Tullamore, 13th June 1842. 

In reply to your letter of the 1 ith instant, 718a D., regarding the failure of the well at 
the Tullamore workhouse, I beg to say, that 1 shall have the well opened, and take 
immediate steps to procure a sufficient supply of water, if possible, but which I fear 
will be impracticable, as I think, if the well had not failed, but worked at its full power, it 
would still be insufficient to supply the great quantity of water required in the work- 
house : I consider the only cause of its failure is the constant working of it. 

In last October I had the well sunk through a flint rock, when there was such a supply 
of water as would take three hours to pump off' what accumulated in six hours. A* 
the end of said month, the pump might be worked the whole day without intermission. 

In April last, the well was tested in the presence of Mr. Spence, the clerk of the works, 
when four men were employed for four days pumping off the water, and in ten hours after 
being so cleared oft', there were found eleven feet of water in the well. 

I consider it would require another well of equal power to supply this workhouse. 



To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



I have, &c. 

John Wrafter, Contractor. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians (enclosing Copy of foregoing Letter). 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 1 5tli June 1842. 

Referring to your letter of the loth instant, the Poor Law Commissioners have directed 
that the enclosed copy of a letter, which they have received from Mr. Wrafter, the contractor 
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for building the workhouse of the Tullamore Union, be forwarded for the information of the Workhouses 
Board of Guardians. (Complaints). 

By order of the Board. . 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, Arthur Moore , Chief Clerk. tullamore Union. 

Tullamore Union. 



Note by the Architect. 

There was an abundant supply of water in the autumn and spring of this year, and the 
well has been sunk deeper than wells of other adjoining buildings, and on this account I 
doubt if the contractor should be liable to the cost of supplying water till the well 
affords it, for he did all he was called on to do, and there was no neglect or attempt to avoid 
proper expenditure : the well is still sinking. 

llth August 1842. Geo. W. 



WEXFORD UNION. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 



Wexford Union. 



(No. 5911 D. 41.) 

Gentlemen, Wexford, 28th June 1841. 

At an extraordinary meeting of the Board of Guardians of the Wexford Poor Law 
Union, held at the court-house on Saturday the 26th instant, the following resolution 
passed the Board: — “A representation having been made to the Board that veiy few 
Wexford operatives are employed by the contractor in building the workhouse, it was 
moved by Major Percival, and seconded by Dr. Waddy, That a letter be written to 
the contractor and to the Commissioners, expressing their deep regret at the circum- 
stance, and their hope that Wexford operatives be preferred to strangers.” 

Agreeably to the above resolution, 1 beg respectfully to inform you, that the Board of 
Guardians of the Wexford Poor Law Union deeply regret that so many persons not 
natives of Wexford, nor of the country round, composing the Union, are employed at 
the poorliouse, and many of the natives idle, and in absolute want ; they therefore 
hope that you will interfere with the contractor, and cause him to rectify this error. 

I am, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Fra‘. Furlong, Clerk of Wexford Union. 

Dublin. 



Commissioners’ Reply to the foregoing. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
29th June 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners desire to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
28th instant, communicating a resolution of the Board of Guardians of the Wexford 
Union relative to the labourers employed by the contractor for building the Union workhouse: 
the Commissioners are unable to interfere with the contractor, in order to procure the em- 
ployment of the labourers of any particular locality, he being at liberty to employ such 
workmen as he may choose, provided the work be satisfactorily performed, according to 
the terms of his contract with the Commissioners. 

By order of the Board, 

Mr. Furlong, Clerk to the Guardians A. Moore , Chief Clerk, 

of the Wexford Union. 



Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 12th November 1842. 

(No. 15245 D. 42.) 

The visiting committee farther reported, “ There are a great many leakages from ram 
through the roof and walls.” 



616. z 2 CLONMEL 
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CLONMEL UNION. 



Minute of Guardians, 10th March 1840. 

(No. 1225 D. 40.) 

A letter from the Poor Law Commissioners to Mr. Keily, the clerk, bearing date the 18th 
February 1840, and signed “ W. Stanley,” having; been read, apprising the Guardians of the 
appointment of a clerk of works, at a salary of 3I. 3s. per week, which sum is to be divided 
between this Union and the Carrick-on-Suir Union, and the clerk having stated that 
Mr. Walshe had been in Clonmel about a week ago, at expense, and nothing to do at pre- 
sent, — it was proposed by William Henry Riall, and seconded by Henry Pedder : 

Resolved, That it be submitted to the Poor Law Commissioners the peculiar hardship of 
sending down a person, heaping useless expense upon this Union, when no work has been 
actually commenced, and no communication whatsoever made with the Governors of the 
House of Industry or the Board of Guardians upon the necessity of it. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 18th May 1840. 

The Commissioners desire to state, that although the clerk of works has been appointed, 
his salary will not commence until the contractor for preparing the workhouse shall be 
ready to proceed with the alterations. 

This is stated in his letter of appointment ; but in the letter to the Board of Guardians 
on the subject, dated the 18th ultimo, some words were introduced which only apply to 
Carrick-on-Suir Union, for which the same clerk of works has been appointed, and which 
were copied in mistake from a letter addressed at the same time to the Guardians of that 
Union. 



Letter from S. D. Moore, Esq., Guardian, to the Commissioners. 

(No. 7044 D. 40.) 

Sir, Barne, Clonmel, 12th December 1840. 

Several persons, some of the highest respectability, came to me yesterday, and requested 
I would write to you to state to you the nuisance, besides the great danger likely to occur 
to the public, from the formation of the necessaries of the poorhouse of Clonmel, and from 
which there are flues going over the wall of the high public road ; the fever hospitals are 
close to them, and all their nuisance conveyed into those necessaries, and of course the 
infection carried through those flues; I have therefore to request you will be kind enough 
to direct the architect to alter those nuisances, which can be easily done, and we are con- 
fident, from the statement I have made, you will not hesitate a moment in doing so. 

I am, &c. 

To Geo. Nicholls, esq. S. D. Moore. 

Commissioners’ Reply. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 15th December 1840. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 1 2th instant, addressed to 
Mr. Nicholls, and I am to state, that the architect’s attention will be called to your repre- 
sentation respecting the necessaries of the Clonmel Union Workhouse. 

I have, &c. 

To S. D. Moore, esq., d. l. W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 

Barne, Clonmel. 



Further Letter from S. D. Moore, Esq., to the Commissioners. 

(No. 7203 D. 40.) 

Sir, Barne, 20th December 1840. 

I beg leave to inform you, that the plan suggested, and shown to me yesterday, for the 
doing away of the nuisance complained of in the necessaries of the poorhouse of Clonmel 
Union, is perfectly satisfactory, and will entirely prevent the danger and nuisance so much 
dreaded. 

I have, &c. 

To Geo. Nicholls, esq. S. D. Moore. 



Letter from Colonel Phipps to J. Nicolls, Esq. 

(No. 179 s D. 41.) 

Dear Sir, Oaklands, 8th January 1841. 

Will you allow me to call your attention to the present state of Clonmel workhouse ? 

I was conversing yesterday with the builder or contractor, and I understand that he 
knows no more than the Guardians do, how the house is intended to be divided into wards, 
so that he is unable to finish any thing ; there are boilers ready for preparatory or reception 
ward, but it is not known in what room they are to be put up. The foreman savs there 

'are 
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are to be stoves to warm the wards, and twenty could be had in a week or less time, but no 
order for them has been received. The new wing has not a single flue, so that there are no 
means of drying the rooms, which in this weather are very cold. The children’s day-rooms 
(or rather what are supposed to be so intended) have no means of being heated. The builder 
savs nothing could have been easier when the walls were erecting, but he had no orders. 

'If a plan of each floor of the building was sent with the appropriation of the rooms, it 
would save much trouble and confusion, and surely nothing could be easier. 

The kitchen boilers are actually preparing, whilst Are is burning beneath to use the lower 
part of them, and there seems no known reason why all this was not done six months ago : 
the only reply to all inquiries is, “ We have no orders.” It is said the clerk of the works 
is ill bat this does not account for the entire want of foresight and arrangement many 
months ago. It seems that nowhere but in Ireland could such a state ot things have 

occurred. . T , 

There is another point which it seems to me must demand serious attention, l nave 
had much experience in ventilating barracks, hospitals and gaols, and I never saw a worse 
system than the plan adopted both in the old and new buildings here; the windows open 
by moving on a spindle from the centre, by which means it is difficult to regulate the space 
to be opened, and the least rain must, with any wind, be driven into the room ; the conse- 
quence is, that unless there is more watchfulness than can be expected, there is at every 
slower a pool of water in the bed-rooms when the paupers are in the day-rooms : any 
person conversant with the matter knows that no person willingly remains under these win- 
dows when open, and the moment the master’s back is turned, the windows are shut. 

In all buildings occupied by many individuals, there should be small openings under the 
ceilings where the heated and bad air can escape, without the occupier being able to close 
them, and being so, they cause no perceptible draft. ... 

It is very easy to slope these air-holes so as to prevent rain being driven into them ; 1 
take the liberty of mentioning this, because L believe you will find some such plan highly 
useful ; but 1 will venture to say nothing can practically be worse than the present plan. 
You must be well aware how large churches are ventilated in London, where ram is most 
carefully excluded, and yet the air is kept sweet. . 

What is, however, most urgently wanted at present is, that a stop should be put to the 
uncertainty which now prevails, and total want of all arrangement. The house has been 
open a week, and the master does not yet know which are to be men’s wards and which 
female, which are to be fitted with beds and which are to be day-rooms. 

The impression here is, that there has been great mismanagement at head quarters : at no 
place could there be greater local facilities than here. 

It is very singular that, notwithstanding the unusual severity of the weather, there were 
only twelve admittances since the 1st January ; when I was at the house yesterday, on the 
other hand, several of the old hands have gone out. 

1 have dealt very openly with you, and 1 am sure you will not be offended at my doing 
so. I am very anxious that the system should be successful, and 1 devote much of my 
time to it, but 1 was not prepared for this total want of arrangement and method, especially 
as every thing could and ought to have been settled six months ago. 



J. Nicolls, esq. 



Yours very faithfully, 

P. Phipps. 



Woikh 

(Compl 

Channel 



Note.— A letter was addressed (9th January 1841) to Colonel Phipps, statins: that one 
of the architect’s assistants would be at Clonmel on Monday morning, the 11th January, 
and expressing a hope that he would meet him. 



Communication from the Visiting Committee of Guardians to the Commissioners. 

^ ° Gentlemen^ Clonmel Union, 5th January 1841. 

I am directed* by the visiting committee of this Union to forward to you the remarks 
made by them after a careful examination of this workhouse. 

It is well known that, if the first rate had been declared when it was intended some 
months ago, this house would have been opened for the reception of paupers much earlier 
than it has been ; and it must have been well understood, so far back as a year ago, what 
accommodation was necessary for the 600 paupers the building was calculated to hold. 

The Union has likewise the advantage of being situated in a large town, where artificers 
of all kinds are easily procured, with "an iron-foundery in the town itself, and still larger 
founderies at Waterford and Cork : notwithstanding these local advantages, the house is very 
far indeed from being ready to receive even half the number of paupers intended. The 
principal differences will be found at the foot of this report. 

It is desirable that the Commissioners may be able to ascertain who are the persons to 
blame; and the visiting committee hope that not only immediate steps maybe taken to 
complete the works, but that some fine or punishment may be awarded those who have so 
grossly neglected their duty. 

There seems to have been a singular want of foresight, method and arrangement in the 
mode of carrying on the works : sleeping apartments incomplete for the want of new bed- 
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steads being put up; kitchen and fixtures quite incomplete; the intended store-room quite 
unfinished ; scullery in same state ; male and female probationary wards quite empty, 
neither baths or boilers in them; intended old clothes store-room incomplete; school- 
rooms, no fittings up in them; chapel arches, centres not yet taken down, and folding 
doors not ready ; hospital too small, and badly ventilated ; one of the new yards quite 
unprotected — fronts the high road. 

Patrick Slattery, Clerk of the Union. 

Note.— One of the architect’s-'assistants instructed to proceed to Clonmel, and do whatever 
is immediately necessary, and to report.. 

9th January 1841. 



Letter from Colonel Phipps to J. Nicolls, Esq. 

My dear Sir, Oaklands, 12th January 1841. 

I was favoured with your letter on Sunday, and yesterday I met the assistant architect ; 
I saw less of him than I wished. He was, 1 suppose, tired with night travelling, and, after 
waiting for him from eleven till a quarter past, I was obliged to attend to some magisterial 
duties, and when the Guardians met, I was unable to leave the board-room for four hours. 

Mr. O’Donoghue and this young man tried hard to convince me that, in Ireland, method, 
regularity and punctuality are unattainable, but they have not convinced me. I have had 
to direct the construction of works much more numerous, and in greater variety, than 100 
Irish workhouses ; I had to deal with men of four different languages, and a much larger 
extent of country than Ireland, but 1 had little difficulty in maintaining a system of efficient 
control, and I knew every month all that was goiug on as if I had seen it. 

The system of accounts and internal economy of your Board seems to me remarkably 
good, but this does not extend to the building department. 

But I had some slight insight into the present management: as the assistant architect was 
going away, I requested to be informed whether the master of the house fully understood 
the intended appropriation of the rooms, when he assured me he did. I took the liberty of 
cautioning him against verbal instructions, which would be forgotten in an hour. He had 
only left me a few minutes when the master came in, and when I inquired of him, he assured 
me, as I had foreseen, that he knew nothing whatever on the subject; that the architect had 
just been asking him some questions, and that he told him he knew not what was intended. 
I have little doubt that the builder and his foreman will tell you the same on other matters : 
without written orders dated, and these orders acknowledged in writing, it will always be 
in vain to depend upon their execution. There was one thing I was told by your young 
man, which made me suspect 1 was in China : he said they were fully aware of the very 
defective mode of ventilation, but that in the office in Dublin it was thought preferable to 
continue all these defects in the new buildings here, for the sake of uniformity, rather than 
amend the old part of the building. If I had not heard this with my own ears, I would not 
have believed it. 

Do not think me fastidious in these matters : under the plea of no instructions and 
no arrangement, the master has been putting the children and grown-up paupers recently 
admitted into the lunatic ward, that their filth and dirt might not contaminate the other 
inmates. I took upon myself to forbid this, but you must easily conceive the unfavourable 
impression such things make out of doors. 

The unfortunate clerk of the works is dead, and he will have to bear a large load of 
blame ; but what I contend for is, that the stoves, the baths, the bedsteads, the doors, 
and various other things should have been foreseen, and ordered in the year 1 839, and not 
in January 1841. 



J. Nicolls, esq. 



I remain, &c. 

P. Phipps. 



Letter from Colonel Phipps to J. JYicolls, Esq. 

My dear Sir, Oaklands, Clonmel, 14th January 1841. 

You will, I hope, excuse my again troubling you about our workhouse. I have just left 
it, and find we are progressing into order ; but we want some help. 

1 st. 1 he new wing of three stories, and two rooms in each, is understood to be intended for 
dormitories to children. I have before observed that the walls are very wet, and cannot be 
dried, as there are neither flues nor fireplaces. When I pointed this out to the assistant 
architect, he observed that temporary stoves, with flues carried through the windows, would 
dry the walls : now what I solicit of you is an order to some person to do this. At present 
we dare not put any person to sleep there, and the children in the meantime remain with 
their parents. 

2dly. The appropriation of the several rooms. The master says, the plan mentioned to 
him was, that one or more of the yards adjoining the female wards should be given to men, 
and he justly observes that, with such characters as we are likely to have, the windows will 
be insufficient protection, and he urged that the old plan for which the house was built, of 
females on one side and men on the other, be continued. The assistant architect, I am told, 
assented to the propriety and feasibility of this, but said he had no authority, and would 
send instructions from Dublin. Will you have the kindness to hasten these orders? 

3dly. It is stated that the day-rooms where the adults of both sexes are to work (but 
more especially females, whose work is in-doors) will have to be used as eating-rooms, with 

the 
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Yours, Stc. 

J. Nicolls, esq. P. Phipps. 

Letter from S. D. Moore, Esq., Guardian, to the Commissioners. 

Sir, Barne, Clonmel, 31st January 1841. 

On asking Mr. John Jones, the architect, who is superintending the building of the poor- 
house here, concerning the necessaries, and whether the improvements suggested by the 
late Mr. Walshe were carried into effect, he states that his (Mr. Walshe’s) plan is not car- 
rying on. 

’ I beg leave to state, that the plan which was settled by Mr. Walshe was the only one by 
which the house could be kept free from the nuisance which I complained of before. 

As 1 suppose Mr. Walshe’s plan is before you, I am requested by the several gentlemen 
on whose behalf I wrote before, to beg you will have Mr. Walshe’s plan adopted. 

I shall be in town in a few days, when I shall have the honour of calling on you to show 
the necessity of having Mr. Walshe’s plan adopted. 

1 have, &c. 

Geo. Nicholls, esq. S. D. Moore. 

Note by Architect. 

Wrote to Mr. Moore, expressing my regret that I did not earlier learn his desire to see 
me respecting the privies when passing through Clonmel. 

6th March 1841. Geo. Wilkinson. 



Communication from the Visiting Committee of Guardians to the Commissioners, 

9th February 1841. 

(No. 716 D. 41.) 

I am directed by the visiting committee to transmit you the following report, and to 
request your immediate attention to it : — 

“ We have inspected the house, and regret that the tradespeople of the contractor are still 
in the way of the proper regulations being carried into effect, and great inconvenience is 
felt from there being no proper mode of carrying off the steam from the kitchen boilers ; in 
fact, the steam is so great, that the people employed cannot see each other to do their work. 
The laundry not finished ; great inconvenience on that account is felt.” 

Ordered, That the clerk do transmit a copy of the general observations to the Poor Law 
Commissioners, and request their immediate attention to them. 

P. J. Keily, Clerk of the Union. 

Vote . — Referred to architect, 10th February 1841. 



Minute of Guardians, 22d February 1841. 

(No. 1049 D.41.) 

Ordered, That the clerk be directed to call the immediate attention of the Poor Law Com- 
missioners to the steam in the kitchen during cooking time, the particulars of which have 
been already communicated to the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Note . — Referred to architect, 23d February 1841. 



Communication from the Visiting Committee of Guardians. 

(No. 1077 4 l ) Clonmel Union Workhouse, 23d February 1841. 

As the building contractor’s work is near closing, the visiting committee are better able 
t° judge than they have hitherto been of the suitableness of the several parts of the building 
hj the purposes intended ; and they see more and more cause to regret that the Poor Law 
Commissioners, during the two years the alterations have been in progress, did not allow 
the Guardians an opportunity of offering such suggestions as their local knowledge qualified 
them to make. 

The steam in the kitchen, as has already been observed, is a most intolerable nuisance ; 
and a prompt remedy must be adopted. 

The laundry has no other yard attached but what is used for the delivery of coals, straw. 
Potatoes, oatmeal, and all other bulky articles. The potatoes, likewise, are washed at the 
Sa me pump in the yard or passage, and the consequence is, that the women are not only in 
constant intercourse with the men of the workhouse, but likewise with the carters and ser- 
antsof the several contractors. 

6l6 - z 4 The 
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the tables and forms. I do not know if it be true that this is really intended, but I submit 
that this will prove exceedingly inconvenient and very dirty. 

I do not observe any provision for fumigating the clothing of the in-coming paupers. 

The wash-house and laundry above are exceedingly small, and, in my humble opinion, quite 
inadequate to wash the clothes of 600 persons. There seems to be no provision for drying 
the clothes by artificial heat usual in large establishments. 
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The Commissioners cannot but admit that it is impossible that this should continue, and 
there seems no remedy but either to have some other place to receive the bulky stores and 
wash the potatoes, or to make some change in the laundry. 

The floor is so badly drained that the women are up to their ankles in water. 

There is no means of communicating with the probationary ward for males, except 
through the yard for females ; this might be remedied by erecting a wall, dividing off a 
passage from the yard. 

The Commissioners, however, will see that something- must be done : this applies also to 
the boys’ day-room. It is understood that originally the architect intended the front wards 
of both sides to be for male paupers, which would indeed have guarded against this last 
difficulty of the probationary ward ; but this arrangement led to a much more serious objec- 
tion, as it occasioned the several staircases to be used by both. 

The visitin" committee believe it would be a great convenience if some water-closets were 
erected at the end of the passages leading to the several dormitories, and, in their opinion, 
there are great facilities for so doing. 

The foreo-oing observations the clerk will be pleased to transmit to the Poor Law Com- 
missioners, with a request from the visiting committee that their early attention maybe 
called to it. 

(signed) P. Phipps. 

C. Biunconi. 

Henry Strene. 

P. J. Keily, Clerk of the Union. Wm. Smith. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 24th February 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have to acknowledge the receipt of your communication, 
transmitting resolutions of the Board of Guardians of Clonmel Union, relative to the 
inconvenience from the escape of steam in the kitchen of the workhouse. The Com- 
missioners have referred the subject to their architect, who is at present in the west 
of Ireland; on his return, his attention will be immediately directed to the state of the 
Clonmel Workhouse in this respect. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 

Clonmel Union. 



Comm unication from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No. 1623 D. 41.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 6th March 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners having had before them the resolutions of the Board 
of Guardians of the Clonmel Union, relative to the inconvenience arising from the escape 
of steam in the kitchen of the workhouse, they caused their architect to inspect and 
report to them on the state of the building, and they now transmit, for the information 
of the Guardians, a copy of his report. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 

Clonmel Union. 



Report from the Architect to the Commissioners, enclosed in foregoing. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Gentlemen, 6th March 1841. 

With reference to the resolution of the Board of Guardians of the Clonmel Union, com- 
plaining of the annoyance of the steam in the kitchen of the workhouse, I beg to stale, 
that on Monday last I surveyed the building, with the view of remedying the evil 
complained of, when I also found, on examining the minute, that other complaints were 
reported by the visiting committee; namely, inconvenience arising from the position of 
the bath-room in the probationary ward for the males, and the inconvenient position of 
the wash-house, in exposing the women to the men bringing in stores to the house- 
"With reference to the steam, I have to stale, that the old Kitchen has been adhered to ; 
but the greater extent of boilers now introduced occasions more steam than was formerly 
found, and that the evil is increased by the position, and is one that I fear cannot be 
effectually removed without disturbing the boilers, and placing them in an outer building, 
with only the roof over it, as in the new houses, the arrangement for which is la>“ 
down on the plans approved by your Board for the future enlargement of this building. 

In 
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In the present arrangement, beyond fixing the boilers, no expense has been occasioned ; 
and if the steam is found too great an annoyance, I see no effectual remedy beyond 
the erection of the contemplated outer kitchen, in which the potato-boilers can be 
placed. 

The bath-rooms for both maids and females are also in a situation less convenient than 
they are in the new buildings; but I do not anticipate that any such inconvenience ought to 
arise from this cause as to warrant an increase of expense in the erection of a place 
for the purpose ; the present one was provided by the adaptation of the cell buildings, 
and, beyond the Sitings, did not occasion any outlay. The men have only to be brought 
here to be washed, and then removed; and until it is found necessary to enlarge the 
workhouse, it appears to me that no great inconvenience, with proper management, 
would arise. 

The third objection to the position of the wash-house arises in some measure from 
the same cause as the two former, that of making use of part of the old building. A 
change cannot be effected with much advantage without placing the wash-house trays 
ja a new erection ; but I am of opinion, that the inconvenience which at present really 
does exist to a great extent, from the irregular manner in which the supplies are brought to 
the house, may be avoided : at present the back gate of the establishment is entirely 
open, and not only is the milk brought in daily, but the potatoes and straw are de- 
livered, I am informed, weekly, and at no regular times : I have to suggest, that it be 
recommended to the Guardians to close as much as possible the back entrance, and to 
have the milk always brought in at the front of the house, as well as all other provisions, 
except the heavy and bulky articles, as potatoes and straw, which should be delivered 
at a given day and hour, and not oftener than once a fortnight, which, on inquiry, I 
find, from the master of the house, would answer all the wants of the establishment as 
well as at present. 

In conclusion, I beg to state, that the old building at Clonmel is, in my opinion, a very 
good workhouse, and one in which the order and classification required can be very well 
carried out ; at the same time I am aware that many of the arrangements are of less 
convenience than those which should belong to a new building ; but, such as they are, 
they are, in my opinion, well counterbalanced by the great saving effected in adapting 
them in preference to a new house. 

In conclusion, I beg to recommend that the Guardians be advised to get rid of the 
old bedsteads now littering in the yards of the workhouse, and in a short time, from 
the great attention which appears to be given to the order of the establishment by 
the Guardians, I expect the house will be a very good model for the adjoining Unions. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. Geo. Wilkinson, Architect. 
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P. S . — The plans for the further enlargement of the building, approved by the Commis- 
sioners, according to the Act of Parliament, section 35, are expected to be received from 
London, and to be forwarded to the Board of Guardians in the course of a week, which 
will then enable them to consider the propriety of incurring the expense of carrying out 
any of the arrangements laid down thereon. 



Minute of Guardians, 8th March 1841. 

< N »- '555 C.41.) 

Present, Mr. Assistant Commissioner O’Donoghue. 

The minutes of preceding day’s meeting, the correspondence of the Board, the communi- 
cations received from the Poor Law Commissioners since last Board-day, were read by the 
clerk, likewise architect’s report on the escape of steam from the kitchen, the state of the 
sundry, probationary ward, and the house generally. 



Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 22d March 1841. 

(No. 2010 D. 41.) 

Resdved, That the report of the visiting committee, now read by Lieutenant-colonel 
missioned r6CeiVed and P aced Up0D the minutes ’ aud a C0 Py sent to the Poor Law Com- 

Extract from Report of Visiting Committee. 

State of the Buildings, with suggested Improvements and Alterations, 
the h^u 0mmittee , regret be ' ng obl ‘g ed t0 mention that, since their last report on the state of 
ThelJi ? j noth ! n S whatever has been done to remedy the serious defects pointed out. 

6 ^uer addressed to the Poor Law Commissioners by their architect, Mr. Wilkinson, has 
A A been 
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been carefully perused by the visiting committee, and they have likewise examined the plans 
referred to at the foot of his letter. 

The committee are fully satisfied that the old house was well capable of being adapted to 
all the purposes of a workhouse at a moderate expense, but, in their opinion, the alterations 
and additions made have, in several instances, been injudicious, and various expenses 
incurred which might and ought to have been avoided. 

As it is utterly impossible that the present inconvenience of steam in the kitchen should 
be suffered to continue, a shed must be erected, and it certainly would have saved both 
time and expense had this been done in the first instance. 

As it is probable a much greater number of paupers will demand admittance in the months 
of May, June and July, when food is usually scarce, the committee recommend no time 
should be lost in erecting a shed in the west yard of the male paupers, as sketched in the 
Commissioners’ plan, and have the boilers removed into them. 

The committee think that the floor of the shed might be sunk, so as to admit of easy 
access to the dining-halls, and prevent intercourse with the male paupers in the yard in front 
of the shed. 

There is a great mistake in the statement of the architect respecting the probationary wards. 
It is not correct to state that the paupers are only brought there to be washed. The pro- 
bationary ward, the architect ought to know, is fitted up with beds and tables for the use 
of the paupers, who remain there several days, until they are brought before the Board of 
Guardians. 

It is thought the most convenient remedy to prevent the male paupers having, as now, 
free access to the yard of the females, would be to erect a small partition wall in the western 
yard, so as to form a passage, not only to the probationary ward for male paupers, but like- 
wise to the school-room of the boys immediately above. 

A shed has just been finished for straw, but it has been placed in a situation where there 
is no other means of getting straw into it, but through two other yards, and by a very 
narrow door ; a much more suitable site could easily have been selected. 

The drying-room of the laundry would be much improved if a window was opened at 
the east gable, and an additional one in the western one. The committee object to two 
large iron stoves, which they are told are intended for this room. 

In the county gaol more than double the quantity of clothes are well and easily dried 
without artificial heat of any kind, but by means of a thorough draft of air. 

The large massive cast-iron stoves recently received from Scotland appear badly calcu- 
lated for the purposes intended, as the flat metal slab in several of them is already cracked 
in two pieces, which the committee attribute to cold water having been spilt on them while 
the metal was hot. 

The system of fastenings to the doors is most inconvenient and objectionable. Many of 
the new doors put to dormitories and other rooms have no locks, but a strong hasp and bolt 
taken by the contractor from some of the old cells ; there are no means of fastening the 
doors inside, either by a latch or bolt. This is most particularly inconvenient. 

In the school-room and children’s dormitories padlocks are likewise very liable to be 
mislaid. 

The committee are of opinion that the locks of the several rooms should be so constructed 
that master keys might open the whole set, and they urge the necessity of this being 
speedily done, at least to the new buildings and school-room. 

The old store-room of the house has been new roofed, but such has been the incredible 
tardiness of the work, that for three weeks no stores have been able to be placed in 
this store, merely because no fastenings have been put to the two doors. In a town like 
Clonmel, locks of every description and quality can be most easily and quickly obtained. 

As another instance of gross neglect, they will refer to one of the large gates of the 
principal yard, which up to this moment has no fastenings of any kind. 

In proof of the want of economy observable, the committee state, that several tables 
and benches, strong and serviceable, have been set aside, and are now lumbering the 
house, because the persons employed by the Commissioners preferred shorter tables and 
benches. It does not appear to have occurred to those individuals, that, supposing shorter 
tables and benches were desirable, that is was more easy to reduce the dimensions of the 
old ones. 

The old treadmill, which cost a large sum of money, has been removed off the premises 
by the contractor. They believe it might, at a small expense, be altered, and the machinery 
used for raising water, to scour the principal drains of the house, and keep the whole free 
from offensive smells. 

By order of the Committee, 

(signed) P. Phipps, Chairman. 



Extract from Letter of the Commissioners to the Guardians, 5th April 1841. 

That portion of the report which relates to the workhouse building, has been referred to 
the architect, and will be noticed by the Commissioners in a future communication. 



Minute 
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Minute of Guardians, 24th April 1841. 

(No- 3453 »• 4 1 -) 

The clerk is instructed to acquaint the Poor Law Commissioners, that ever since this 
house has been opened, one of the yards has been encumbered with two large cast-iron 
boilers. The Board called on the builder to remove this nuisance, the assistant architect 
of the Commissioners having stated that they were intended for the workhouse at Clogheen; 
after much delay, Mr. Jones, the builder, has stated, that these boilers were originally 
ordered for this workhouse, but that it was found they were not wanted ; and that he is 
waiting the orders of the Commissioners to know what is to be done with them. 

The Board of Guardians hope that immediate steps will be taken to relieve this workhouse 
from boilers which ought never to have been brought to it. 

Note . — Referred to the architect, 29th April 1841. 
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Minute of Guardians, 25th September 1841. 

(No. 8828 D. 41.) 

Resolved, That this Board having heard read the report of the visiting committee on the 
subject of the hospital buildings, wash-house, &c., the Board adopt the report, and direct 
the clerk to transmit a copy of it immediately to the Poor Law Commissioners, with a view 
of the suggestions it contains being considered as early as practicable. The Board prefer 
the second plan suggested for the wash-house and drying-lofts, and they are of opinion that 
it would be very desirable to obtain a lease of the land adjoining the workhouse, referred to 
in the report, if it can be obtained at a reasonable rate. 

The Report of the Visiting Committee of Clonmel Union Workhouse. 

The visiting committee have carefully considered the report of Dr. Scully, on the hospital 
of the workhouse, together with his suggestions for enlarging the building referred to them 
by the Board of Guardians. They cannot but regret, that the Poor Law Commissioners 
should up to this time have paid so little attention to previous representations of the 
insufficiency of some of the buildings for the purposes required. They regret this the more, 
as the season is so far advanced, that nothing short of immediate and prompt measures can 
prevent the obstacles which winter always opposes to building operations. 

There can be no doubt that much more accommodation is wanted for the sick than is 
now available ; and as the plan referred to by Dr. Scully seems to be the same as was con- 
templated by the architect of the Commissioners, tire committee, in recommending its imme- 
diate adoption, have only to observe, that if it had been executed at once, as it should have 
been, the expense of building a place for the reception of dead bodies previous to interment, 
would have been avoided. As matters stand, this enclosed shed, built last year, adjoining 
the hospital, must now be removed elsewhere, to make room for the intended addition to the 
main building. 

The visiting committee have also to repeat a former representation on the state of the 
wash-house, which at present does not afford a sufficient number of troughs for washing, 
and is still more deficient in accommodation for drying the clothes. 

The intended building for the hospital will block up the end window of the drying-loft, 
and render it still more unfit for the purpose. 

Two plans suggest themselves, and the Board of Guardians and the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners may adopt which ever they deem most eligible ; but the visiting committee beg to 
express their most earnest recommendation, that something should lie done before "the 
approaching winter to remedy the defects of the present wash-house. 

The first plan is to enlarge the space for washing-troughs, by adding to it the adjoining 
apartment, at present used to keep potatoes, and to contrive, if practicable, in the drying- 
loft, an apartment with heated air, to dry the clothes on a small space ; the loft, however, is 
so narrow, and the space so contracted, that there will be, they think, some difficulty in 
doing this, leaving room enough for mangling. The second plan, which they deem prefer- 
able, is to appropriate the present wash-house to some other purpose, such, for instance, as a 
substitute for the dead-house, previously referred to, and converting the sheds on the opposite 
side into a new wash-house, extending them to the end of the range of the building for 
insane patients ; fitting up the whole of the ground-floor for washing, and erecting above 
two stories for drying-lofts, which would be open to a current of air on three sides. This 
plan would have the advantage of affording ample accommodation at all seasons of the year. 
The washing department would at once communicate with the wards for females, without 
having occasion to pass through a yard open to all persons in the house, and there is a prac- 
tical proof of its efficacy for drying clothes without artificial heat, to be seen at the county 
gaol, where a considerable quantity of clothes are dried in this manner. A rough sketch 
pt this plan, prepared by the present building contractor, is herewith annexed, to elucidate 
the subject. 

The visiting committee attach some importance to the advantage of confining the females 
to their own side of the house, and avoiding that intercourse with the men which at present 
is found unavoidable. 
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The committee take this opportunity of recommending that a suitable shed should be 
erected for the accommodation of the horses and cars of the Guardians, whilst attending 
the Board ; at present there is no shelter whatever. A shed to contain six cars and twelve 
horses, could easily be erected against the high wall inside the cart entrance, at a moderate 
expense. 

There is another important subject well deserving the mature consideration of the Board 
of Guardians and the Poor Law Commissioners, — the great advantage it would be to have 
some open ground, where the inmates could take healthy exercise. Adjoining the work- 
house there are about three acres of cultivated land, which would be a most desirable 
acquisition for the workhouse. The men could be employed in spade husbandry, and some 
portion laid out in walks, which would afford the means of suitable recreation to the aged 
and to the children. At present the workhouse is very deficient in this respect. 

Very serious inconvenience is felt from the very extraordinary delay which has taken 
place in furnishing an account of the sum expended on the buildings by the Poor Law Com- 
missioners. They have been promised, but never sent from Dublin, and no notice has ever 
been taken by the Commissioners of the representations made to them, that large stoves 
have been sent to the workhouse, for which there is no use, and a number of tables and 
benches made, which were not required, and only lumber the house. 

(signed) P. Phipps, 

Chairman of the Visiting Committee. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No. 8829 D. 41.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 30th September 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners transmit herewith, to be laid before the Board of Guardians 
of the Clonmel Union, the account of the contractor for the works performed in providing 
a workhouse for the Union, together with statements of the loan, and the expenditure 
thereof, and also a copy of a report from the architect on the subject, and a copy of the 
contract. 

The Commissioners desire to state, that they have directed the amount in hand, namely' 
1,239/. 10s. id., to be paid to the contractor, leaving a balance due to him of 163/. Os. 7 
and as the sum is of small amount, the Commissioners consider it advisable that it should 
be paid by the Guardians out of the rates, or from any sum that may be available in respect 
of the House of Industry, rather than that any application should be made to Government 
for a further loan, which would be attended with expense as well as delay. 

To the Clerk of the Guardians, By order of the Board, 

Clonmel Union. Arthur Moore , Chief Clerk 



Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 

Architect’s Report on the Account of the Building Contractor. 

(No. 7263 D.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Gentlemen, 7th August 1841. 

Accompanying is the account from Mr. Jones, for the works performed in adapting the 
Clonmel House of Industry for the workhouse of that Union. 

The account amounts to the total sum of 2,402/. 11 s. 2\d., in which sum is included 
1,427/. Is. 4d. for works embraced in the contract, the remainder being for fixtures and 
fittings, consisting of boilers for kitchen and wash-house, &c., stoves, bedsteads, tables, 
forms, presses, lead-pipes, &c., and additional works in the erection of shed buildings, 
forming additional sewers, forming chapel by removal of inner cross walling and flues, and 
construction of large doors, formation of store-room in entrance building, the insurance 
of the building, See., the whole of which is detailed in the annexed account. 

The amount of the account rather exceeds the sum provided by the loan, chiefly on 
account of the greater extent of fixtures and fittings that have been provided beyond what 
was originally contemplated, in addition to ihe performance of the works above detailed. 

The contractor has up to this date received only 1,000/. out of the loan, and I have now 
to certify that he is entitled to the balance of his account, and to recommend the amount of 
interest and expenses on the loan be ascertained, and payment be made to him of the sum 
that is available. 

I am, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. Geo. Wilkinson. 



Statement 
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I. 

Statement of the Account for the adaptation of the House of Industry in Clonmel for the Workhouse* 
Union Workhouse ; of the Amount of the Loan, with the Disbursements therefrom ; and (Co mplain ts), 
of the Sum required, beyond that which is available, for the Payment of the Contractor’s cj onnie j Union 
Claim. 

Contractor's Account. 



For the building contract - - - - - - 

For fixtures, fittings, and additional works, as per bill - 


- 


£. 

1,427 

975 


s. d. 
1 4 

9 10J 


Total of contractor’s account 
Paid on account - 


£. 


2,402 

1,000 


11 


2 £ 


Balance due to contractor 


£. 


1,402 


11 


n 


Statement of Loan. . 

£. s. d. £. 


s . d. 









For building - 1,505 - - 

For fittings - 6oo - - 

For contingencies - - 195 - - 

2,300 - - 

Add interest on Exchequer Bills - - - 40-2 

Total of loan, and Interest thereon - £. 2,340 - 2 

Disbursements from Loan. 

£. s. d. 

Paid to contractor on account - 1,000 - - 

Paid clerk of works’ salary - 87 2 7 

Paid law-costs - - - - 10 10 - 

Paid advertisements - - - 2 17 - 

Total of disbursements 1,100 0 7 

Sum available - 1,239 10 7 

Additional sum required for payment of contractor’s claim - £. 163 - 7% 



Statement of Account, showing the Expenditure out of the Loan of £. 2,300. 



July g To amount of loan ad- 
vanced by the Exche- 
quer Bill Loan Commis- 
sioners, for which a deed 
of charge was executed 
by the Guardians on the 
6th July 1840 



Amount of interest on Ex- 
chequer Bills 



30th September 1841. 



£. s. d. 


1 840 : 
August 5 




» 29 

Sept. 5 


1 2,300 - - 


” 18 


1 40-2 


„ 21 


/ 


Oct. 8 


1 


Nov. 3 
Dec. 10 
184) : 
Jan. 12 
Feb. 19 


j 2,340 - 2 




Dublin, 





By Amounts paid : 

Mr. Jones, first instalment on his con- 
tract for adapting the House of Indus- 
try as a workhouse - - - - 

Ditto, second instalment - - - 

Clerk of works' salary, and contingent 
expenses, from 4th to 31st July - - | 

Ditto - 1st to 31st August 
Advertising notice to builders, inviting 
tenders to adapt the workhouse - 
Reimbursing the treasurer, salary and 
contingent expenses of clerk of works, 
up to 4th July - - - - - 

The clerk of works’ salary, and contingent 
expenses, from 1st to 30th September 
Ditto - 1st to 31st October - 
Ditto - 2d to 30th November - 

Ditto - 1st to 31st December - 
Ditto - 1st to 11th January - 
Messrs. Barnes & Winter’s fee for draw- 
ing deed of charge - * * * 

£. 1 

Balance to be applied to the payment of 
the contractor ----- 1 



By order of the Board, 

Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 
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Further Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No. 9362 D. 41.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 1 5th October 1841. 

The Poor T.aw Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of 
the Board of Guardians of Clonmel Union on the 25th September, relative to the alterations 
proposed to be made in the buildings forming the workhouse of that Union, and having 
referred the subject to their architect, they have received a report from him thereon, of 
which the Commissioners forward a copy for the information of the Board of Guardians, 
together with the plan referred to therein relative to the alterations proposed. 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, By order of the Board, 

Clonmel Union. Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 



Enclosure in foregoing. 

Architect’s Report on Alterations proposed. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Gentlemen, 9 th October 1841. 

In accordance with your instructions, I have examined the report of the Guardians of 
the Clonmel Union with reference to alterations and additions considered necessary for the 
Clonmel Workhouse, as particularized in their minutes of the 25th September last. 

The first part of the report of the Guardians’ committee refers to the increase of the hos- 
pital accommodation, and the necessity of an addition to the wash-house, and the arrangement 
for a drying-room. 

In reporting on the plan that appears best suited to this purpose, I have to state, that the 
present arrangements are parts of the old building, which were adopted with the view to 
save expense ; but as it appears, from the representations of the Guardians, that these build- 
ings are barely sufficient for the wants of the establishment, and that it is desirable that 
additional buildings should be erected, 1 have prepared the accompanying plan for the 
increase of the hospital building, and for the enlargement of the wash-house ; the former is 
proposed to be carried out in conformity with the plans already before the Guardians, and 
the latter by rebuilding and enlarging the shed that the Guardians consider best suited for 
the wash-house. The Guardians recommend that this shed, now used for stores, should be 
converted into a wash-house, and that buildings should be erected over it for the laundry 
and drying-room ; in lieu of which, I beg to recommend the arrangements shown on the 
annexed plan, namely, to take down, rebuild and enlarge the present shed building, and to 
put a lean-to roof over, as at present, leaving ventilators to allow the steam to escape ; and 
as it is better that a wash-house should have no building above it, it is proposed to erect 
rooms over the infirmary range of building suitable for a drying-room and laundry, to be 
approached by the stairs, as shown on said plan, being on the first and second floor, above 
the part coloured blue. 

The small room at the end of the present wash-house can be used for the dead-house, 
instead of the building now used for that purpose, or the room on the part coloured blue 
can be so appropriated. . 

The shed now used as a dead-house is not a new erection, as the Guardians, by their 
minutes, seem to suppose, but was a shed building of the old establishment repaired. 

The annexed plan also shows the position which appears to me to be best suited for the 
erection of a shed and stable, which buildings the Guardians consider to be necessary. 

The Guardians are desirous of having the above works executed forthwith, but I consider 
the season will be too far advanced before the works could be begun, to allow them to be 
carried on successfully, and I beg to point out the advantage of deferring the work until 
next spring, by which time arrangements may possibly be made for obtaining the funds 
necessary for the outlay. . 

To prevent the inconvenience now felt from the want of a place for drying clothes, 
I recommend the putting up a stove for this purpose in one end of the room over the wash- 
house, which will be found to give a considerable body of heat. It was originally contem- 
plated to place a large stove in this room, which would have been supplied by Mr. Jones 
but from the objection made to it by the Guardians, who considered that by allowing a cur- 
rent of air to pass through this room the clothes would dry ; but I fear that this mode could 
not be relied on, owing to the general dampness of the atmosphere in this country. 

Whenever the wash-house and temporary drying-room are erected, it appears to me that 
the works should be done by contract, for which tenders could be obtained from local 
builders, or from Mr. Jones, the late contractor, subject to valuation, or to an approved 
estimate. For defraying the cost of the whole of these buildings an additional loan fro® 
Government will certainly be required, and I do not consider that less than 1,200 1. will be 
sufficient for all the works contemplated. 

I beg to recommend that, as it is desirable that the whole of the above works should be 
carried° on at the same time, no part of them be commenced until next spring, except the 
placing of the stove over the wash-house. If, however, the new wash-house should be 
deemed to be immediately necessary, it might be completed in a short time, as the construc- 
tion of the inclosing wall should be of brick, for the purpose of obtaining more space than 
if it were built of stone. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



the GUARDIANS OF UNIONS relative to POORHOUSES (IRELAND). 187 



The Board of Guardians advert to the advantage which might result from having posses- 
sion of the ground adjoining the workhouse site, in which I, to a certain extent, coincide ; 
and when the workhouse was being altered and enlarged, the addition now desired would 
have been made, had not the price demanded been deemed too high. 

There is on the adjoining land a large store building ; but as this would be of little use to 
the workhouse, I would recommend, if the land can be procured on reasonable terms, 
that only that portion of it should be taken which lies between this building and the work- 
house, both to avoid the necessity of purchasing the building referred to, and because it may 
not be advisable to have any great extent of land belonging to a workhouse establishment. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. Geo Wilkinson , 



I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Clonmel Union. 



Minute of Guardians, 9th October 1841. 

(No. 9368 D. 41.) 

The finance committee having, in conformity with the Board’s minute of 2d instant, 
assembled on the 8th, examined the building account, by which it appears that a balance of 
163 l. Os. r l\d. remains due to the contractor. 

The committee, referring to the communication made by the Poor Law Commissioners on 
the subject, dated 30th ultimo, and complying with the request therein mentioned, viz., to 
pay the said balance out of the rates, rather than that any application should be made to 
the Government for so small a loan, which would be attended with expense, as well as with 
delay, do recommend the Board to order payment thereof. 

The committee, at the same time, are led to suppose that there are several stoves and other 
articles charged in the account which might have been dispensed with. 

Your committee suggest the propriety of remonstrating with the Poor Law Commissioners, 
with a view of causing those articles to be otherwise disposed of, and refund to this Board 
the cost price of them. 

Resolved, That the foregoing report be adopted. That drafts be drawn on the treasurer 
for the sum of 163/. Os. 7 Jd. in favour of John Jones, architect, being the balance of his 
account for building and fixtures of this house. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 23d October 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of the proceedings 
of the Board of Guardians of Clonmel Union, at their meeting on the 11th iustant, and, in 
reference to the resolution relative to certain fixtures in the workhouse, the Commissioners 
forward, for the information of the Board of Guardians, a copy of a report of a recent survey 
of the workhouse, made by one of the architect’s assistants, together with the notes of the 
Commissioners’ architect thereon ; and the Commissioners are of opinion that the articles 
which have been supplied will be found to be both useful and necessary. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Clonmel Union. 



Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 



Report of Architect’s Assistant. 



(No. 3123 A. D.) Clonmel Union Workhouse, 

Sir, Visited 15th October 1841. 

According to your instructions, I visited to-day this building, 
and report as follows : — 

The master states he has only two tables, which he does not 
at present require, for the number of paupers in the house : 380, 

I believe, is the number, but he will require three when the 
house is more filled. 

There are two ironing stoves originally got for the drying- 
room, and one of the ordinary stoves, which have never been set, 
but of those set, the master states he could not be deprived of 
any without substituting something else. 

i could gather from the master, who in the old building had 
grates in use, that he considers the stoves much warmer than 
the grates, but he would state nothing positive about the con- 
sumption of fuel. 

I recommend to the clerk of the Union to get the stoves lined 
With fire-tiles or brick. Those 



Architect’s Notes. 

The several tables and forms that have 
been supplied, have been calculated for 
the house with greater number of paupers 
in than at present. 

I consider these stoves the best things 
that can lie used for the drying-room, and 
I feel satisfied the Guardians will have 
good use for them, for, in large work- 
houses, they have been found, from their 
simplicity and the great heat they give, 
to answer better than most other con- 
trivances. 
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Architect’s Notes. 

These stoves that are injured would sell 
for very little, but do where they are as 
well as obtaining new ones. 



These additions the Guardians will dis- 
cover the necessity for ; the doors have 
been without them for many years, but I 
consider they would be good additions. 

Geo. W. 



Those stoves, if taken down, can scarcely, with justice, be 
used elsewhere, as many of them are flawed. 

The porter’s room has no fire-place; a stove might be set 
therein, and an iron flue conducted thence to one of the flues 
rising in gable at rere of his room. 

I think Mr. Jones would give a suitable stove in exchange for 
the one which is not set, to answer for the porter’s-room. 

The master complains of the unsheltered state of most of the 
external doors, which can he obviated by putting flat roofs on 
cantilivers on each door, which flats might be lined with zinc. 

I am, &c. 

To George Wilkinson, esq., Architect, William P. Doolin. 

Poor Law Commission. 



Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 23d October 1841. 



tivo. y»»u u . ii.j . 

The communication received from the Poor Law Commissioners since last Hoard-day 
beincr re ad, likewise a copy report of the architect to the Poor Law Commissioners respect- 
ing tlie proposed enlargement of the hospital, the intended alterations of the wash-house, 
and erection of drying-rooms or lofts for the clothing, &c., the visiting committee having 
in conformity with the Board’s minute of the 16th of October, assembled in the clerk’s 
office on Thursday the 21 st instant: Present, Lieut.-colonel Phipps, Charles Bianconi and 
William Smith : the physician also attended : 

The committee having taken into its consideration the report of the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners’ architect on the plans suggested by this committee for additional accommodation 
for the infirmary and for the wash-house, the committee beg leave to suggest the following 
modifications of the architect’s plans : — 

They approve of the range of new building in the rere of the present infirmary, and like- 
wise or the stable. 

With respect to the wash-house, they recommend that, to prevent the great inconve- 
nience which is now felt by straw, potatoes, and similar articles being brought into the 
men’s ward through the passage adjoining the workhouse, a small wall be erected at the 
end of the infirmary yard, so as to form a passage leading directly into the male yard, 
which would be very convenient in many respects. This alteration would remove the diffi- 
culty of preventing the male and female paupers mixing together near the wash-house, and 
then the present wash-house may remain, being merely enlarged by removing the partition 
wall, which forms a small potato-house, and putting up additional washing-tubs : access 
to the near laundry and drying-rooms can then be made through the present laundry. As 
for the shed intended to shelter the cars, the committee think the covered passage 
* between the new dead-house and new infirmary will suffice for the occasional shelter for 

cars; and with respect to the ground adjoining the wash-house, the committee beg to 
observe, that their recommendation was entirely restricted to the cultivated ground, and 
not including any building whatever. They have reason to believe that a lease would be 
had at the rate of 10/. per acre, and they again recommend that sufficient ground, between 
two and three acres, should be procured. _ 

The committee have directed the clerk to apprise the schoolmistress and master that the 
schools shall be open at nine o’clock a.m. to four o’clock p.m. each day, Sunday excepted. 

The committee recommend a stove of limited dimensions to be erected in the porter’s 
apartments. 

Resolved, That the foregoing report be adopted, and a copy of the same transmitted to 
the Poor Law Commissioners. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 6th November 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have under consideration minutes of proceedings of the 
Board of Guardians of the Clonmel Union on the 23d ultimo, when it was resolved by 
the Board of Guardians to erect a range of new buildings in the rere of the present infirmary 
and of the stable, and to build a wall in the infirmary yard. 

The Commissioners desire to express their assent to the recommendations of the com- 
mittee of Guardians, but the Commissioners suggest, for the consideration of the Board oi 
Guardians, whether it would not be better to wait until the next spring before entering 

upon 
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upon the alterations proposed; and, in the Commissioners’ opinion, it would also be 
advisable-to postpone till then the renting of any additional land. 

Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

To the Clerk of the Board of Guardians, 

Clonmel Union. 



Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Clonmel Union. 
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Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 6th November 1841. 

Report of the Clonmel Union Visiting and Finance Committee. 

(No. 10333 D. 41.) Workhouse, 5th November 1841. 

The committee have carefully perused the report made on the 15th October to the 
architect of the Poor Law Commissioners by one of his assistants, together with Mr. 
Wilkinson’s marginal remarks, in reply to a report of this committee on the fixtures and 
furniture of the Clonmel Workhouse ; and, as there are remarkable inaccuracies in this 
document, the visiting committee are compelled once more to lay the matter before the 
Guardians, with the view of obtaining from the Poor Law Commissioners an investigation 
by persons who have leisure to discharge the duty assigned to them in a correct manner. 

The Commissioners have stated in their last Report to Parliament on the Irish Work- 
houses, that they adopted the principle of causing all buildings to be constructed under 
their own officers, as well as the fixtures, but that the furniture has been provided under 
the immediate control of the Guardians. It is clear that the Commissioners have seen 
reason to act differently with respect to the Clonmel Union. The visiting committee are of 
opinion, that the Guardians have at least a clear right to expect from the Commissioners 
that the persons selected by the latter shall not charge for work never performed ; and they 
are likewise of opinion, that furniture not required should not have been ordered, and that 
the house ought not to be lumbered with larger pieces of furniture which they cannot use, 
and know not where to put. 

With respect to the stoves, the visiting committee know that excellent Arnot stoves, fit 
for the workhouse, are manufactured at Clonmel for three pounds; that the best kind of 
coal for such stoves is to be had in large quantities within a few miles of Clonmel ; that 
these stoves could have been procured in two weeks, and that, such is their economy of fuel, 
that last year they were put into the several wards of the county gaol, which was never half 
so well warmed, and that such was the saving in the expense of fuel, that in one vear the 
prime cost of all the stoves was paid for from the sum saved, and that these stoves are all 
as good and serviceable now as they were at first. The stoves furnished the workhouse 
were obtained from Scotland, after a delay of more than two months. The consumption of 
coal is very great, and most of these stoves have cracked, and are very seriously injured. 

The visiting committee, however, never contemplated taking down the stoves which have 
been fixed, nor is there any question that stoves are better than open fire-places, and they 
know not why these topics are discussed in the report of the assistant architect. What they 
complain of is, that a charge for setting up 14 plain stoves, at 12s. each, has been sanctioned 
by the Commissioners, and ordered to be paid, when, in point of fact, only 10 have been 
set up. The assistant architect states, that two ironing-stoves and one ordinary stove have 
not been set up ; the fact is, that there are two of each kind, making four stoves, which 
nave never been fixed, as this gentleman might have ascertained had he given himself the 
time to count them. It is difficult to understand why ironing-stoves are considered proper for 
an establishment where no ironing linen is done. 

The committee do not know why a stove has not been set up in the drying-room, when 
the architect says it would be very useful ; most certainly they have never prevented its 
being done, and one of the stoves should be fixed there, the expense for so doing having 
already been charged. The committee are desirous that the Commissioners should dis- 
tinctly state what is to be done with the other three stoves, now lumbering the house, which 
have not been set up, although charged for. 

With respect to the furniture, the truth is, that the person employed by the Commissioners 
saw fit to order an entire new set of tables and forms, at an expense of 48 1., when there were 
very serviceable tables and forms in the house ; the only reason ever assigned for this was, 
that shorter tables and shorter forms were deemed more convenient ; and it would appear 
that it never occurred to those who ordered them, that it was very possible to shorten the 
old ones, if so doing was desirable. The consequence is, that a double set of forms and 
tables are in the house. To abate the inconvenience, some of these articles have, from time 
to time, been broken up, and converted to other uses ; there are now three very wide tables, 
which are not only useless, but lumbering the place, and many forms. The architect has 
seen fit to state that, in the event of a much larger number of paupers entering the house, 
the articles would be wanted ; but he has omitted to state, that the rooms to contain this 
additional furniture are not yet built, and that, supposing they ever might be wanted, it 
seems singular that the furniture should be bought before the additional buildings were 

commenced. 

The visiting committee are of opinion that the old boilers of the house and the iron 
Machinery of the treadmill, as well as the wood-work, ought either to have been converted 
to some useful purpose, or sold for the benefit of the workhouse ; all these things have dis- 
appeared. The treadmill alone cost 100 1. The machinery might, they believe, have been 
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easily adapted to very useful purposes, by merely changing the mode of working it ; they 
submit that these articles ought still to be accounted for. 

The committee have not felt called upon to notice the charges for new buildings and 
alterations to the old, as this seems to belong exclusively to the Commissioners, otherwise 
they would have objected to the sum of 81 /. 6 s. for colouring and whitewashing, as nearly 
all that was really useful could have been done by the paupers themselves, at a very trifling 
expense, whitewashing especially requiring to be frequently done, and is constantly done by 
the paupers. 

In closing this report, the visiting committee are desirous of ascertaining whether the 
Commissioners see fit to sanction the suggestion they recently made of enlarging the wash- 
house, by merely removing partition walls, and adding a few more washing-troughs, and 
making a passage to the men’s wards through the hospital yards, as the sooner this was 
done the better. 

(signed) P. Phipps, 

Chairman of Visiting Committee. 



Resolved, That the report now read and submitted, be adopted by this Board, inserted on 
our minutes, and a copy thereof transmitted to the Poor Law Commissioners. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 18th November 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of 
the Board of Guardians of the Clonmel Union on the 6 th instant, together with a report, 
dated the 6 th instant, of the visiting and finance committee relative to certain fixtures 
and furniture in the workhouse, and the Commissioners desire to express their regret, 
that the Board of Guardians should consider that they have reason to be dissatisfied with 
any of the articles provided for the workhouse. The Commissioners have referred the 
report of the committee for the consideration of the architect of the Commissioners, and 
forward herewith a copy of his observations thereon. 

Enclosure in foregoing. 

Architect’s Observations on Resolution of the Board of Guardians, of the 
6 th November 1841. 

The visit lately made by Mr. Doolin, assistant architect, of which the committee com- 
plains, was directed only to obtaining information from the master of the workhouse relative 
to those articles the committee, in their previous minutes, declared to be useless and 
unnecessary. 

The furniture alluded to as not being provided under the control of the Guardians, 
consisted only of tables, forms and bedsteads, as included in the contractor’s accounts, 
and which were, to a great extent, ordered in accordance with the desire of the Guardians, 
and some of them entirely so. It has been subsequent to the report alluded to by the 
Guardians, that the Commissioners, learning the wish of the Guardians in some of the Unions 
to order these articles, have, in the first instance, left to their option the obtaining the 
same by local proposals, but which, nevertheless, the Guardians have only occasionally 
availed themselves of, preferring to leave the same to the Commissioners. 

The stoves were considered the best suited for the purpose of the establishment to which 
they were to be applied ; it is probable that bad usage has occasioned the injury which 
has been done by cracking them, and this the Guardians, in fact, in their report (14th March 
1841), state to be the cause. 

Stoves constructed as ironing-stoves have been considered necessary in other houses, and 
especially as their construction renders them equally suited for the ordinary purposes of 
stoves. 

Two drying-stoves would most certainly have been put up, one at each end of the 
drying-room over the wash-house, which would have given a good drying-room, and both, 
or one only, might have been used, or neither of them, if the state of the weather would 
admit of their being dispensed with. 

The committee state that they never prevented their being done ; it was, however in 
compliance with their views and objeciions that the stoves have not been fixed, as may be 
seen by the report of the committee of the 14th November, which states, “ the committee 
object to two large iron stoves which they are told are intended for this room “ in the 
Clonmel county gaol more than double the quantity of clothes are well and rapidly dried 
without artificial heat of any kind, but by means of a thorough draft of air.” 

The two remaining stoves have not been placed where they were intended ; and, under 
the circumstances that the Guardians wish to get rid of them, I am of opinion that they 
can, with advantage to the Cashel Union, be removed thither by the contractor for that 
house, who resides at Clonmel, and will have to bring his stoves from thence, which he 
has been ordered to procure ; and I recommend his being directed to apply to the Guardians, 
and to inform them that lie will take the stoves, whether one or four, in order to remove 
from the Clonmel Guardians cause for further complaint on these grounds. The articles 
are of a good description, and will be as useful to the Cashel Union as any others they can 

obtain, 
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obtain, as well as prevent delay to that building, it being understood that the Guardians 
of Cashel Union will not have to pay a higher price than that charged to the Clonmel 
Guardians. 

There have been no more new tables ordered than were necessary for the accommodation 
of a full house, and none have been set aside because they were too long. The whole have 
been arranged with the most careful calculation to accommodate the greatest number of 
people ; but with a small proportion in the house, as at present, there must, without some 
management, be many tables and forms in the way; but as there were doubts of the suffi- 
ciency of the house to accommodate the number it was intended for, it became a matter of 
careful calculation so to dispose the tables of the halls as to give the greatest possible room 
for the paupers at their meals. 

With respect to the three large tables, if the Guardians find them inconvenient in their 
appropriation of the building, I recommend the Commissioners to advise their reducing 
the width, or otherwise altering them, that they better suit their immediate convenience. 
I also beg to recommend that Mr. Jones should be called on to afford the Guardians inform- 
ation respecting the treadmill, &c., which was considered worse than useless where it was, 
and that nothing useful could be made from it ; directions were therefore given for its 
removal from the premises, and I have no doubt Mr. Jones will be able to make a satis- 
factory statement to the Guardians on those matters, as well as of the charge for the stoves 
and other works, as the accounts are now at Clonmel. 

12 November 1841. Geo. Wilkinson. 

Note . — By direction of the Commissioners the architect communicated, 19th November 
1841, with the Clonmel and Cashel contractors to carry out his recommendation. 



Minute of Guardians, 15th January 1842. 

(No. 620 D. 42.) 

Extract from Report of Visiting Committee. 

The visiting committee deem it of great importance that the Poor Law Commissioners 
should no longer delay adopting the necessary steps to insure the intended enlargement 
of the infirmary and wash-house being commenced early in the spring. 

The necessity for the building is daily more apparent, and they are of opinion that unless 
the specifications are immediately drawn up, and contracts advertised for, much valuable 
time will be lost. 

The state of the grounds in the play-yards of the male and female children is very 
unsatisfactory, being exceedingly damp and muddy. The committee recommend that these 
two yards be immediately covered with fine gravel. 

(signed) P. Phipps, Chairman of Committee. 

Resolved, That the report now read, be adopted, inserted on the minute book, and a copy 
thereof transmitted to the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Note by Architect, 4th February 1842. 

Wrote to clerk of Guardians, stating the resolutions of the Guardians respecting the 
building had been referred to me, and begged them to return the plans of the fever hospital, 
that the arrangements may be completed for obtaining contracts for the building, &c. 

Geo. W. 



Extract from Report of Visiting Committee in Minutes of Guardians, 

22d January 1842. 

(No. 1036 D. 42.) 

Play-ground, Court-yard for Male Children. 

The committee have ascertained that no suitable arrangement has been made for washing 
the children ; they recommend that a pump be immediately placed in the yard towards the 
nyer near the large arcade, and that one end of the arcade be fitted up with a range of 
suitable troughs, to be supplied with water from the pump ; a drain to be made along the 
floor to carry off the water, and stone flags for the width of three feet, to be laid in front of 
the troughs where the children will stand whilst washing. 

The remainder of the floor of the arcade to be properly levelled, and made with clay 
aQ d lime, usual in cottage floors, where the children may play under shelter in wet 
Weather. 

The open yard or play-ground, which is at present very damp, to be covered with ashes, 
^d over them a layer of fine gravel, well rolled. 

There is some defect in one of the large sewers traversing the yard ; at the present the 
^ forcing its way up to the surface, and is very offensive. 

Play-ground and Yard of Female Children. 

The same remarks and recommendations for this yard as far as preceding one ; there is, 
however, in this yard a defect attended with such a very serious nuisance, that the committee 
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are unable to conceive how it could have been overlooked or suffered by the architect of 
the Commissioners entrusted with the important duty of altering the old workhouse for its 
present purpose. This ground was formerly open to the river, and some of the main 
sewers opened into it. 

Since it has been built upon, and converted into a play-ground, the sewers have been 
suffered to remain entirely open at the top; the space uncovered is 10 or 12 feet long, 
and five or six feet wide, encumbered with the soil and filth of a large portion of the 
workhouse. 

There is a parapet wall of about two feet high as the only protection to prevent the chil- 
dren from falling into it, and the stench is most offensive. 

The committee hope the Board of Guardians will immediately call the attention of the 
Poor Law Commissioners to this most objectionable state of things. 

The sewer was too offensive to admit of a careful examination ; but the committee saw 
enough to satisfy them that, independently of the more apparent nuisance of an open sewer 
in a play-ground, there is some defect in the construction of the drains, which mi^ht, they 
conceive, be easily made to convey the filth at once into the river, which runs a few yards 
distant. 

When the alterations suggested to the large arcade are made, the committee recommend 
that the children of both sexes be taken every morning to these arcades, which communicate 
direct with the school-rooms, and have their hands and faces carefully washed, and their 
hair combed, and that on Saturdays each child be thoroughly washed. If it should at any 
time, from the severity of the weather, be deemed necessary to use warm water on Saturdays, 
it would be very easy to have a small pipe with a brass cock to communicate from each of 
the yards with the large boilers of the probationary wards, which are in the opposite side of 
one of the walls. 



Extracts from Letter from Colonel Phipps to Geo. NickoUs, Esq., 18th February 1842. 
(No. 2170 D. 42.) 

• Last year I ventured to call your attention to the very defective ventilation of the 
Clonmel workhouse; I mentioned that the reason given to me by the assistant architect 
for the new buildings being so badly ventilated, was, that it was done for the sake of 
uniformity with the old buildings, so that, instead of correcting what was wrong in the 
old, it was deemed more convenient to extend the evil. 

It seems by the printed report, that the same defects exist in Dublin : may I again 
inquire whether it is intended to apply a remedy not merely to Dublin workhouses, but 
to all similarly situated : that disease must be generated by the present want of venti- 
lation is obvious to any person who has attended to the subject ; how it can have 
escaped the most serious attention of the Commissioners, I cannot comprehend : no person 
who cares for his horses, would suffer his stable to be so deprived of fresh air as are 
workhouses. 

* * * » * 

It is singular that in the workhouses no provision seems to have been made for the 
convenient washing of the paupers of both sexes and all ages, except what a pump in 
an open yard may afford ; in the Clonmel house there is no means of bathing an infant, 
if the parent was ever so well inclined. 

The Guardians have lately applied to the Commissioners for permission to fit up 
suitable arcades, with washing-troughs for the school children, but, however important it 
may be, nothing has yet been done in the business. 

The Guardians pointed out last year the importance of obtaining two or three acres 
of garden-ground adjoining the workhouse, being only separated from it by a wall. 

The Commissioners did not refuse leave, but desired that nothing might be done till 
this spring : now, any person acquainted with Ireland, knows that garden or potato ground 
is very much sought after near large towns, and is generally bespoken for the ensuing 
year, immediately after the crop has been removed ; it is evident that when the Com- 
missioners directed that nothing should be done till the spring, they must have known 
that practically it was refusing the application, as no one could for a moment suppose 
that when the ground has been set, and the potatoes planted, would be a suitable time 
to obtain the land. 

I shall close these observations with soliciting your attention to one other point: the 
Clonmel Guardians called the attention of the Commissioners to the gross neglect of the 
architect in suffering a large space in the children’s play-ground, where several sewers 
meet, to remain open, and not merely to infect the air, but endangering the lives of the 
children, as the only protection sixty little children have to prevent falling whilst at 
play into this deep and abominable pit, is a wall varying in height from twelve inches 
to two feet; I am very sure, that if this was publicly known, every newspaper in ihe 
country would take up the matter: now what has been done in a case where every 
day’s delay is pregnant with danger? the architect has written, that “ so far as he recol- 
lects, it was suffered to remain for want of funds ; but as it was deeuiedob jectionable, 
it should be arched over:” no person at all aware of the sums squandered on cut stone- 
work, where hammered stone would have answered every purpose, in useless f“ r ' 
niture. and in stoves never used, and still lumbering the workhouse, will doubt that the 

architect 
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rchitect is not favoured with accurate recollection; the cool manner in which he ex- Workhouses 

*sses himself, as if it admitted doubt that such an abomination was objectionable : all (Complaints). 

this I confess, excites something like indignation, when it is known that up to this 

moment nothing whatever has been done, and that the accumulation of a month’s more Clonmel Union, 
filth can only have aggravated the matter. 

I believe if this continues, the Guardians will feel called upon to address the Home 
Secretary of State on the subject: should any child unhappily fall in, and lose its life, 
the architect, if not the Commissioners, will have to bear a most serious responsibility. 

■tfote . — Referred ,21st February 1842, to Mr. O’Donoghue, to examine and report upon 
the points referred to by Colonel Phipps, and to communicate with Mr. Wilkinson. 



Communication from Mr. O' Donoghue, Assistant Commissioner, 17th March 1842. 
(No. 3272 D. 42.) 

I attended this day at Clonmel Workhouse, and met Colonel Phipps. We went over the 
matter stated in his letter of the 18th ult., and he was quite satisfied at the result. 



Minute of Guardians, 19th February 1842. 

(No. 2183 D. 42.) 

The letter of the architect to the Commissioners respecting the proposed buildings to be 
referred to the visiting committee and physician, and that they be requested to point out to 
the assistant architect the necessary improvements. 



Letter from the Chairman of the Visiting Committee to the Commissioners. 

(No. 2564 D. 42.) 

Sir, Clonmel, 2d March 1842. 

As chairman of the visiting committee of the Clonmel Workhouse, I have again under- 
taken the task of attempting to obtain from you some orders or instructions to remedy the 
intolerable nuisance which has so long prevailed in the yard of the female children. It has 
been reported to you, and no person, I believe, has ventured to contradict the accuracy of 
the report, that a large open sewer, full of filth, and accompanied with the most offensive 
exhalations, has been suffered to remain in this yard ; and it is obvious that the highly 
tainted atmosphere may occasion contagious disease among the paupers. It has also been 
reported that the only guard to prevent the little girls, to the number of sixty, being, whilst at 
play, tumbled into this deep sewer, or falling into it, is a wall about 18 inches high ; that 
the air in the yard is frequently tainted to such a degree, that few persons venture to ap- 
proach the sewer, and that such a place is most unfit for the children to be placed in for 
recreation and pure air. The Assistant Commissioner has examined the place, and appeared 
much struck with its dangerous and most offensive state. The assistant architect likewise 
examined it, and appeared to acquiesce in all that was said of the place. The Commis- 
sioners’ head architect visited the place at a late, very short and most rapid inspection. I 
did not see him, as he had left the place before my visiting the workhouse on that day; but 
he wrote officially, that, to the best of his recollection, it had been left in its present state 
for want of money. This reminds me that, in October last, the same gentleman reported 
officially that 1,200 1. was required to finish the alterations and improvements to this old 
workhouse ; and yet, two months later, in the month of December, the Commissioners, in 
stating to Her Majesty’s Government what further sums of money were required to complete 
the workhouses in Ireland, they included the Clonmel house among those for whom nothing 
was required. 

After all the delay which has taken place about this sewer, there has at last been received 
from the Commissioners’ architect plans and specifications of new works and alterations to the 
old buildings, for which tenders are to be invited ; and the only notice of this sewer is in the 
following words : — “ A wall to be built round the cesspool in the corner of the girls’ yard, 
five feet high to the coping, and 18 thick, coped as shown on the drawing.” 

. It is obvious that this would not, in the slightest degree, prevent the abominable exhala- 
hons which contaminate the air, and render it so very offensive. 

The Guardians, whilst they disclaim all intention of interfering with the professional 
°pmion of the architect, believe that what is really wanted is to remedy the great defects in 
the sewer, which might be done by filling up certain useless openings in the sides, removing 
some walls which cross the sewer at right angles, and block up the way, substituting small 
®'ches, and, as the fall to the river is very good, it would be easy for the paupers to pump 
daily such a body of water into the sewers and drains as would keep them perfectly free from 
bad exhalations ; but whether a remedy of this kind is adopted or not, there cannot be a 
doubt that the top of the sewer must be closed up, and if it is deemed desirable that this 
place should be used as the spot where the accumulated soil is to be from time to time 
removed, which the committee deem highly objectionable, yet, if it should be so decided, 
nothing can be easier than to cover the sewer with large stone flags, easily taken up, and 
which can be procured at the rate of 2 s. 6 d. or 3s. a load, from a quarry a few hundred yards 

616. jj B 3 across 



age digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



194 CORRESPONDENCE letween the POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS and 



Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Clonmel Union. 



across the bridge adjoining the workhouse. The last simple remedy would have been 
adopted at once by the visiting committee, had they not daily expected to receive some com- 
munication from the Commissioners, authorizing some steps being taken without loss of 
time. I have now, sir, once more to appeal to your feelings of humanity, as well as to your 
official duty, and to implore your active commiseration in favour of the unfortunate paupers 
whose lives are in jeopardy. I can easily conceive that your time is much taken up with 
your arduous duties, but it is utterly impossible that the present nuisance can be suffered to 
remain, whilst the slow progress of public tenders and preparations for large works are going 
on. It is a case of urgency. The intended wall will not remedy the evil, and the delay 
which has already taken place might and ought to have been avoided. 



To the resident Poor Law Commissioner, 
Dublin. 



I have, &c. 

P. Phipps, Chairman, v.c. 



Commissioners’ Reply to foregoing. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 3d March 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 2d 
instant relative to the state of a sewer running through the yard of the female children in 
the workhouse of the Clonmel Union, and, in reference thereto, the Commissioners desire to 
state, that their architect is now absent on duty in the west of Ireland, and they are unable 
to refer to him ; but as you and the visiting committee of the Guardians consider it impor- 
tant that the opening to the sewer should be immediately covered over, the Commissioners 
will not object to this being forthwith done, under the directions of the Board of Guardians, 
in such way as may be deemed best. 

The Commissioners’ architect considers that a five-feet wall would answer every purpose, 
and be cheaper than covering in the drain • but the Commissioners leave this to the Guar- 
dians’ discretion, recommending only that if the opening be covered in, as proposed in your 
letter, this may so be done as to admit of its being readily opened at any time that it may 
be desired. 

By order of the Board, 

To Colonel Phipps, Chairman of Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Visiting Committee of the Clonmel Workhouse. 



Note by Architect on Colonel Phipps' s Letter of 2d March. 

On 4th March 1842 wrote letter to clerk of Union, and alluded to several matters herein 
contained. Q eo . \y 



Letter from the Chairman of the Visiting Committee to the Commissioners. 

(No. 2622 D. 42.) 

_ Clonmel, 3d March 1842. 

At a meeting held this day at the Clonmel Workhouse by the visiting committee, the plans 
and specifications for alterations to the workhouse were carefully examined, when it was 
ascertained that an arrangement was contemplated which is not merely at variance with the 
recommendation of the committee, but exceedingly inconvenient, and they conceive must 
have arisen from some mistake. 

The committee had recommended a line of washing-trays to be erected at one end of the 
arcade in the girls’ and in the boys’ yards, with a pump in each. The plan was fully ex- 
plained by myself to the assistant architect, who appeared fully to understand what was 
intended. 

It was likewise stated that some provision should be made for washing and bathing the 
infants under two years of age, who could not safely be exposed to the outer air, and who 
would often require warm water. The physician and myself pointed out a very small room 
at the foot of the staircase, and adjoining the probationary ward for males, which appeared 
exceedingly well calculated for the purpose, as it merely required to have a window made in 
the wall, forming one end of an arcade, and which could be supplied with warm water from 
the copper of the adjoining probationary room. I am quite at a loss to conceive how any 
mistake could have occurred ; but in the plan sent, the trays for the arcades, with a pump to 
each yard, have been entirely suppressed. The little room intended for the infants has been 
allotted not to them, but to the schoolboys, who can seldom want warm water, and who are 
far too numerous for so small a room ; and on the other side, the room now used for fumi- 
gating the clothes, and fitted up at some expense for the purpose, is intended to have trays 
for the school-girls, who, like the boys, do not want warm water, and are far too numerous. 
No provision for bathing the infants is made at all, and the fumigating-room cannot be dis- 
pensed with. 

The visiting committee are anxious that no time should be lost in correcting this. They 
are not aware that the slightest objection can be made to the proposed tray at one end of 
. the 
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the arcades ; they have been offered very good pumps, with metal heads, at 5 1. each, including 
every expense. 

I remain, &c. 

To the resident Poor Law Commissioner, P. Phipps, Chairman v. c. 

Dublin. 



Note by Architect. 

Sent letter to clerk of Guardians, with a plan for trays, on the 4th March 1842. 

Geo. W. 



Minutes of Guardians, 5th March 1842. 

(No. 2834 D. 42.) 

Resolved, That, in reference to the letters of the Commissioners and their architect 
regarding the security of the sewer in the girls’ yard, that the master be authorized to pro- 
cure materials, and employ a mason forthwith, to complete the intended improvement. 



Extract from Letter from Colonel Phipps to the resident Poor Law Commissioner, 
14th March 1842. 

(No. 3108 D. 42.) 

Nothing has yet been done about the cultivated ground adjoining the workhouse, which 
would be so valuable in a variety of ways. 

The Commissioners will be glad to hear that the cesspool and drains will be put imme- 
diately into excellent order, covered with large stone flags, easily removed, at an expense not 
exceeding 2Z. 5 s. 

Extract from Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 19th March 1842. 

With respect to the ground adjoining the workhouse referred to in the letter from Colonel 
Phipps, the Commissioners desire to state that they have not funds at their disposal, neither 
have they the means of procuring them for the purchase of the land ; but they will not object 
to any arrangement which the Guardians may be desirous of making for obtaining the 
use of it. 



Minute of Guardians, 19th March 1842. 

(No. 3412 D. 42.) 

Resolved, That this Board do accept the tender of William Tinsley, of Clonmel, builder, 
to perfect the works intended to be made on the premises connected with the Clonmel 
Union Workhouse, agreeable to the plans and specification relating thereto, subject to 
the approval of the Poor Law Commissioners ; that they be requested to direct their archi- 
tect forthwith to prepare a bond and contract in such case made and provided, the terms 
of his tender being 585 l. ; the Commissioners be likewise requested to mention the amount 
of security required of the contractor, and to have the loan put into arrangement of being 
bad from the Exchequer Bill Loan Commissioners, in order that the works mav be rapidly 
gone on with. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
8th April 1842. 

the Poor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the Board 
01 Guardians of the Clonmel Union on the 19th ultimo; and with reference to the resolu- 
.ns respecting the additional works proposed to be erected at the workhouse, the Com- 
missioners desire to state, that their architect is at present absent in the north of Ireland, 
ut return early next week, when the Commissioners will communicate further with him 
th 1. sub J ect 5 meantime it is necessary to state, for the information of the Guardians 
mat the Commissioners have no means of obtaining the funds which may be necessary 
or defraying the expense of the proposed works'; the whole of the loans which the 
overnment has consented to advance for workhouse purposes in Ireland being already 
appropriated ; any charge which may be incurred must, therefore, be defrayed out of the 
urrent rates of the Union; and the Commissioners request that they may be informed 
nether this circumstance will make any change in the views of the Guardians in respect 
10 the execution of these works. 

T By order of the Board, 

to the Clerk of the Board of Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Clonmel Union. 
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Minute of Guardians, 26th March 1842. 

(No. 3805 D. 42.) 

Resolved, That the letter of William Tinsley, builder, delivered to the chairman of the 
visiting committee on the 21st March, be now read, claiming additional items, in addition 
to those stated in his original tender. The Board have referred the matter to the Poor 
Law Commissioners, they having been furnished with a copy of it. 



Extract from Report of Visiting Committee, 31st March 1842. 

(No. 4175 D. 42.) 

The committee have had before them the Poor Law Commissioners’ letter of the 19th 
instant, in reply to an application of the Guardians for their sanction to take immediate 
steps to obtain a lease of some cultivated land adjoining the workhouse. The Commis- 
sioners have apparently overlooked the circumstance, that the Guardians never contem- 
plated purchasing any land ; and that the Commissioners, in the month of November 
last, signified their assent to the obtaining a lease, but directed that nothing should be 
done in the matter till the spring. 

It could not but be known to the Commissioners that, by preventing, as they have 
done, all negotiation for a lease before Lady-day, they most effectually deprived the 
Union of the benefits of this most desirable ground for another year, as land in the 
suburbs of a large town like Clonmel is always engaged long before the spring of the 
year, and all that can now be done is to endeavour to secure the ground when the present 
occupier’s interest determinates. 



Letter from the Chairman of the Board of Gurdians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 4248 D. 42.) 

Sir, Oaklands, Clonmel, 7th April 1842. 

I beg leave to address you on a subject of some importance to the Clonmel Workhouse, 
in hopes that the experience the Poor Law Commissioners must have may possibly enable 
you to suggest some remedy. 

When the workhouse was opened last year, two new boilers of cast iron were put up, 
for making stir-about or oatmeal porridge ; two or three weeks ago, one of them was reported 
to have cracked so much as to be useless. The master, for the first time, stated that it had 
been slightly cracked before : another boiler was obtained, and the vacant one brought 
into use ; but before the new boiler could be fixed, the other cracked like the first, and it 
became necessary to stop cooking the oatmeal. My own opinion is, that both accidents 
have arisen from putting suddenly cold water into the boilers after the stir-about has been 
removed, when the metal is very hot. This, however, the cook and the master deny, and 
insist upon it that cold water is only put in after the boiler has had time to cool. What- 
ever may be the cause, it is highly desirable that some remedy should be speedily devised, 
as these boilers are very expensive, and the mere setting them is so likewise, besides the 
great inconvenience ; most of the Scotch stoves are cracked also. 

If I am correct in believing that cold water has been put too soon into the boiler, I fear 
that this will never be prevented, unless a distinct boiler for warming water is fitted up; 
and, in my opinion, such a boiler would be better if made of copper, but I have not much 
experience in such matters ; and I have thought it advisable on the part of the Guardians 
to lay the case before you. 

I have, &c. 

To the resident Poor Law Commissioner, P. Phipps, Chairman. 

Dublin. 



Commissioners’ Reply to the foregoing Letter. 



(No. 4248 D. 42.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 29th April 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th instant, 
relative to the boilers at the workhouse of the Clonmel Union, and the Commissioners 
desire to state, that an assistant architect (now on a circuit of inspection) has been instructed 
to visit the workhouse and inspect the boilers, and communicate with the master of the 
workhouse thereon, before the Commissioners give any decided answer to your com- 
munication. 

By order of the Board, 

To Colonel Phipps, &c. &c. Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Oaklands, Clonmel. 



Note by Architect’s Assistant, who had been instructed to visit the Workhouse with 
reference to the foregoing. 

Inspected these boilers, and explained the cause of the fracture ; waited on Colonel 
Phipps accordingly, and subsequently sent written observations to the clerk of the L T nio“» 
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u .)on the treatment to be observed in the use of boilers and furnaces. Reported generally 
to Mr. Wilkinson. 

Clonmel, 15 May 1842. John F. Ryan. 
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Communication from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners. 



(No. 4790 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Clonmel Union, 19th April 1842. 

Herewith I transmit to you copy minutes of Guardians’ proceedings, as transacted on 
16 th April ; likewise copy report of their visiting committee. 

I am instructed by the chairman of the Board to send you the accompanying copy of his 
letter to Her Majesty’s Secretary, Home Department. 



To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



I have, &c. 

P. J. Kelly, Clerk of Union. 



Enclosures in foregoing. 

Copy Minutes of Guardians’ Proceedings, transacted on 16 th April 1842. 

Moved by William H. Riall, and seconded by James Bourke : 

Resolved, That the report of the visiting committee, now read, be received, adopted and 
inserted on the minute-book. 

Proposed by Henry Peddar, and seconded by Thomas Prendergast : 

Resolved, That from the report of the visiting committee, just read by the chairman, and 
adopted by this Board, that it is evident the Poor Law Commissioners have treated this 
Union with the greatest injustice, in not providing out of the Government money funds for 
the addition to the hospital of this house, the plans and specifications for which were pre- 
pared by their own architect, and sanctioned by them, since the month of November last ; 
and further, that it would be the greatest hardship to the rate-payers of this Union to levy 
such a sum as 585/. sterling, in addition to the sum necessary to support the establishment 
for the current half-year. 

Moved by John Bagwell, and seconded by Edmond Mulcahy: 

Resolved, That the report of the visiting committee be forwarded by the chairman to the 
Secretary of State in the Home Department, with an earnest request that a loan of 585/. 
sterling he granted to this Union, as the Board cannot burden the current poor-rate with 
such a sum at a time when this new tax is pressing so severely on many industrious rate- 
payers. 



Copy Report of the Visiting Committee of the Clonmel Union Workhouse, 

14th April 1842. 

The Board of Guardians having referred to this committee a letter addressed to them on 
the 8th April by the Poor Law Commissioners, they have, after mature deliberation, agreed 
to the following report : 

When the new Poor Law came into operation in Ireland, the Commissioners found at 
Clonmel a county House of Industry, intended to accommodate about 300 paupers, and they 
decided on enlarging it, that it might contain 600 . The building was considerably length- 
ened, and an arrangement made about the beds, so as to enable many more paupers to sleep 
m one dormitory than formerly. 

The Guardians were not allowed to interfere in any manner whatever with these altera- 
tions, or with the furniture, and when the premises were delivered over to their charge, they 
found that an expense of 250 /. had been incurred : to meet this, the share of the million 
advanced in Exchequer bills by the Legislature, assigned to Clonmel, was £. 2,300 



Interest calculated on them - -- -- -- 40 

2,340 

Leaving a balance due of -------163 



£. 2,503 



Which sum, 163/., the Commissioners ordered the Board of Guardians to pay out of the 
current poor-rates. The number of diseased paupers, who sought admittance into the house, 
caused the medical officer to bring the state of the hospital or infirmary under the notice of 
me Guardians. It was obvious that, when the workhouse had to accommodate upwards of 
150 infants and young children, various complaints incident to their tender age, and highly 
contagious, were to be expected. It was also found that, of the adult class, a considerable 
number of paupers were diseased, and that several were in a dying state. As typhus fever 
,s ot common occurrence in the neighbouring villages and suburbs of this town, it w as highly 
necessary that suitable accommodation should be prepared for such cases. 
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The hospital or infirmary of the old House of Industry contained four dormitories, 16 feet 
by 17 £ ; two of them contained seven beds in each, and two had six beds, making in all 13 
beds for men, and the same number for female paupers, being at the rate of 4 \ per cent, on 
600 persons, intended to be accommodated in the workhouse. 

It may appear almost incredible that, when the house was enlarged, not the slightest 
addition was made to the infirmary ; this is the more remarkable, as the Commissioners saw 
fit to sanction very expensive ornamental work in cut stone, which, in the opinion of the 
Guardians, was quite unnecessary, and did not even harmonize with the old buildings. An 
expense was likewise authorized of 81 1. 6 s. for whitewashing and colouring the workhouse, 
which could have been done by the paupers themselves at the cost of a few shillings for 
lime ; and a further sum was laid out in stoves and furniture, which were so far from bein^ 
wanted, that they merely lumbered the workhouse. 

The construction of the house rendered more difficult than usual a separation of the sick 
from the healthy paupers. The dormitories are all very long rooms, intended to accommo- 
date from 30 to 40 persons in each. It is obvious that, if measles, hooping cough, 
scarlatina or typhus fever should attack any of the paupers, they must immediately be 
removed from these large rooms, and taken where they may be attended to, without the 
risk of spreading the disease, and nothing can be more inconvenient than to have the sick 
dispersed over a large building with several yards and staircases intervening ; a much larger 
establishment of nurses would be required, and the sick could not be so well attended, par- 
ticularly at night. 

The infirmary is a detached building, conveniently situated, and it appeared very easy to 
make an addition of three rooms to it ; and as the Commissioners had likewise omitted to 
enlarge the wash-house, and the quantity of linen to be cleaned having very considerably 
increased, a laundry and drying-room were urgently required ; some accommodation for 
washing the children was also needed, and a small stable for sheltering the horses of the 
Guardians, when they attended the workhouse. These matters were brought under the 
notice of the Poor Law Commissioners ; a considerable time was taken up in preparing plans, 
and considering the subject in Dublin ; but at last the Commissioners forwarded a letter 
from their architect, dated 9th October 1841, in which occur the following passages : 

“ The Guardians are desirous of having the above work executed forthwith, but I consider 
the season will be too far advanced before the works could be begun, to allow them to be 
carried on successfully, and I beg to point out the advantage of deferring the work until 
next spring, by which time arrangements may possibly be made for obtaining the funds 
necessary for the outlay.” 

“ For defraying the cost of these buildings, an additional loan from Government will 
certainly be required, and I do not consider that less than 1,200/. will be sufficient for all 
the works contemplated.” 

In the following month of November, the Commissioners signified their assent to the 
recommendation of the committee of Guardians to erect a range of new buildings in the rere 
of the present infirmary, and a stable, and to build a wall in the infirmary yard ; but the 
Commissioners recommended to wait until the next spring before entering upon all the alter- 
ations proposed. The Guardians complied with their wishes, and, in February last, they 
reminded the Commissioners that the time was approaching when the buildings should be 
commenced. 

The Commissioners sent down their architect from Dublin ; plans and detailed specifica- 
tions were furnished the Guardians; tenders and proposals were advertised for, and on the 
19th March the Guardians accepted the proposal of Mr. William Tinsley for 585/., subject 
to the approval of the Commissioners, the sum being much lower than that of any other 
proposal, and not half the amount contemplated by the Commissioners in October last, and 
for which they informed the Guardians that an additional loan from Government would be 
required. As the Commissioners took no notice of the proceedings, the Guardians accept- 
ing Mr. Tinsley’s contract, and that tire delay was unfair towards him, and very objection- 
able for the workhouse, they were pressed for their decision, and at last, on the 8th April, 
the Commissioners, in the letter referred to this committee, informed the Guardians, the 
first time, “ that the Commissioners have no means of obtaining the funds which may be 
necessary for defraying the expense of the proposed work, the whole of the loan which 
Government had consented to advance for workhouse purposes in Ireland being already 
appropriated ; any charge which may be incurred must therefore be defrayed out of the 
current rates of the Union, and the Commissioners request that they may be informed 
whether this circumstance will make any change in the views of the Guardians in respect 
of the execution of these works.” It is difficult to conceive how the Commissioners can 
reconcile this announcement with their letter of October and November last, above quoted, 
or with the clause inserted by them in the specification sent the Guardians so late as last 
March in these words, “ it is, however, to be expressly understood, that the payment of the 
first instalment is to be contingent on the Exchequer Loan Commissioners having advanced, 
at the time at which such instalment shall become due, the sum of money which the 
Poor Law Commissioners may have directed the Board of Guardians to borrow, and no 
delay in the payment of such first instalment shall interfere with the progress of the 
works, or release the contractor from his obligations to complete them by the time here- 
after named.” 

If the Commissioners were not trifling with the Board of Guardians, it is impossible to 
understand why they so distinctly held out the expectation that a loan would be granted 
to them in March, when the sum contemplated ' was 1,200/., and in April, when the 

Guardians 
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Guardians Fad succeeded in reducing the sum to 585/., they are told that all the money Workhouses 
has been already appropriated. ' o mp am sj. 

It is an avowed principle of the Poor Laws that the current poor-rate shall not be Q nnme ] Union, 
burdened with more than a fair proportion of money required for enlarging a workhouse, 
as may be seen by referring to sections 89, 90 and 91, granting the Commissioners power 
to sanction loans. It is well known that application has been made to Government for 
an additional loan to complete workhouses in Ireland, and this Union has as strong claims 
t 0 share in this indulgence as any other in the country. They have already paid very 
remilarly the first yearly instalment due on the loan granted them, and they are quite 
prepared to continue those repayments. The additional buildings are most urgently required. 

It has pleased a merciful Providence that no infectious or contagious disease has yet 
manifested itself in this workhouse to any extent ; but the committee view with the deepest 
anxiety the fearful consequences which might at any time happen if due accommodation 
for the sick is not provided ; and as the Commissioners manifest a most extraordinary indif- 
ference on this subject, the committee recommend the Guardians to lay their situation before 
Her Majesty’s Government, who cannot fail to sympathise with and compassionate the 
Irish paupers, badly clothed, and worse fed, who seek relief when disease is overtaking 
them, and expect to partake of the benefits the wisdom of the Legislature has so recently 
provided for them. 

(signed) P. Phipps, Chairman. 



Letter from the Chairman of the Board of Guardians to the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department. 

Clonmel, County Tipperary, 

Sir, 18th April 1842. 

I have the honour to transmit you the following papers : — 

Copy of a letter addressed to the Clonmel Poor Law Guardians by the Poor Law 
Commissioners, dated 8th April, on the subject of additional buildings to the Clonmel 
Workhouse. 

Copy of a report made on the 14th April to the same Guardians, by the visiting committee, 
on the above letter. 

Copy of minutes of the Board Guardians of the 16th April, adopting that report, and 
directing me, as their chairman, to transmit these papers to you. 

The object of the Guardians is to obtain a loan of 585/., to enable them to make some 
additions to the workhouse, which were sanctioned by the Poor Law Commissioners, so far 
back as the month of November last, when they had before them a letter from their own 
architect, stating that, in his opinion, a loan from Government of not less than 1,200/. would 
be required. 

The only difference of opinion between the Guardians and the Poor Law Commissioners 
seems to be the urgency and comparative importance of making the additions, which all 
agree to be desirable. The Guardians have frequently before them objects well calculated 
to excite the deepest compassion; paupers not only destitute, but in the last stage of 
disease ; human beings who implore admittance into the workhouse in order to die in peace, 
and obtain Christian burial. The Guardians believe that such paupers have priority of 
claim, and that adequate and suitable accommodation ought in the first instance to have been 
provided for the sick and disabled, in preference to all others. 

The Commissioners, who are far removed from seeing the misery of these paupers, appear 
to have been of opinion, that when they found accommodation already provided to the 
extent of four and a half per cent, for the 600 paupers expected to be in the house, that, so 
far from there being any urgent occasion to increase the infirmary, they ought to give the 
preference to other expenses, which, in the opinion of the Guardians, were so far from being 
entitled to preference, that they ought never to have been undertaken at all. 

I am instructed to state, that the grounds on which they make the application for a loan 
of 585/. is, that the workhouse is most urgently required, and the season for building has 
already commenced. 

2d. That any attempt to charge the expense on the current rate would be considered by 
a large majority of the rate-payers so oppressive, that the Guardians are persuaded there 
would be a general resistance to the paying of the rate, and that nothing short of distrain- 
ing the goods and chattels of nearly the whole Union would cause the rate to be levied. 
This consideration operates so forcibly, that there is not one Guardian who would venture 
to propose the measure contemplated by the Poor Law Commissioners. 

3dly. That the Guardians have already paid very punctually the first annual instalment 
due on the loan granted at the commencement, and they are willing and fully prepared to 
continue such yearly payments till the whole loan is liquidated, and will do the same with . 
the loan now applied for. 

The Board of Guardians confidently hope that Her Majesty’s Government will be pleased 
give the application an early and favourable consideration. A copy of all the papers is 
transmitting to the Poor Law Commissioners. 

I have, &c. 

To Her Majesty’s Secretary of State, P. Phipps, 

Home Department, Loudon. Chairman of the Board of Guardians, Clonmel. 

CC2 Communication 
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Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 6th May 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners regret that a pressure of urgent business has prevented 
their giving earlier attention to the minutes of proceedings of the Clonmel Board of Guardians, 
forwarded by you on the 19tli and 25th of April respectively. The Guardians must be 
aware of the extensive, demands upon the Commissioners’ time and attention at this season, 
when the many workhouses in progress of building require more than ordinary care, and 
will not, the Commissioners trust, attribute the delay which has unavoidably taken place 
in answering their application to any disrespect or disregard of their wishes. 

• # * * * 

With respect to the enlargement of the infirmary, the Guardians have truly stated, that 
the only difference between them and the Commissioners seems to be the urgency and com- 
parative importance of making the additions, which all agree to be desirable. The Com- 
missioners have read over the voluminous papers connected with this question, and have 
given their best consideration to it in all its details. The Guardians are aware that the 
whole of the loan obtained for the Clonmel Union has been expended in preparing and 
fitting up the workhouse, which has been opened and in operation since the 19th December 
1840, and that no grant has been obtained of any additional loan for the contemplated 
enlargement of the infirmary, however desirable it may be. Under these circumstances, 
the readiest alternative seems to be, for the Guardians to raise the sum required for this 
object by private loan, to be repaid, with interest, by instalments, out of the rates, in 
the same way as the Government loans, as suggested in the Commissioners’ letter of the 
8th ultimo. If the Guardians can effect this arrangement, all difficulty will be removed ; 
and as the sum required is under 600/., it is hoped that it may be done, and the Commis- 
sioners will then gladly co-operate in any way that may be desired. 

If the Guardians shall, however, be unable to effect this arrangement, the Commissioners 
request to be informed of the same, and they will then endeavour to devise and to point out 
some other means of accomplishing the object, for they are not insensible to the claims of 
the Clonmel Guardians to their best consideration, and are earnestly desirous of affording 
them on all occasions every assistance in their power. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Clonmel Union. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 6089 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Clonmel Union, 17th May 1842. 

Adverting to your letter of the Gth May, addressed to me, I have the honour to transmit 
you a copy of a letter addressed this day by the chairman of the Board of Guardians to 
the Irish Secretary of State, in compliance with a resolution of the Board, inserted on their 
proceedings of last Saturday, a copy of which, with the minutes, I herewith forward to you. 
# * * * * 

I have, &c- 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. P. J, Kelly, Clerk of the Union. 

Enclosure in the foregoing. 

Minutes of Guardians, 14th May 1842. 

Resolved, That the chairman be requested to write to Lord Eliot, Secretary to the Irish 
Government, on the subject of borrowing 600/., to enable the Guardians to enlarge the 
hospital, with a view of obtaining the loan from the Exchequer Bill Commissioners, it being 
deemed the most equitable course to obtain the loan, and avoid the necessity of levying 
the amount on the current rates, as proposed by the Poor Law Commissioners in their letter 
of 8th April la3t. 

Chairman’s Letter to the Secretary for Ireland. 

My Lord, Clonmel Union, 17th May 1842. 

On the lsth ultimo, I transmitted to the Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment an application from the Clonmel Poor Law Guardians for a loan of money, accom- 
panied with a correspondence between them and the Poor Law Commissioners on the 
subject. 

On the 23d ultimo I was informed from the Home Office that the papers had been 
transmitted to the Irish Government, and the Guardians have been awaiting some commu- 
nication from your Lordship in reply to their application. 

On the fith May the Poor Law Commissioners addressed a letter to the Guardians, in 
which they state, that on the 8th April they had suggested to the Guardians the expediency 
of raising the money by private loan, to be repaid by instalments ; but they must have 
entirely forgotten what they had written, as the words they used were, “ any charge which 

may 
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may be incurred must therefore be defrayed out of the current rates of the Union.” And 
not the slightest allusion was made to a private loan. 

The Commissioners have not found it convenient to explain in any way how it happened 
that they encouraged the Guardians to expect a loan from Government for six months, and 
that it was only when a contract, entered into by their directions, was about to be signed, 
that they announced, for the first time, that there was no money ; and it does not appear that 
they ever informed Her Majesty’s Government of what had passed respecting the urgent 
wants of the workhouse. 

I am now' instructed to acquaint your Lordship, for the information of the Irish Govern- 
ment, that this Union has succeeded in meeting nearly all the pecuniary demands upon it 
since the workhouse was opened in January 1841, and that the Guardians are apprehensive 
that if they attempted to raise money on private loan, when the Union has had less assist- 
ance from public loan than almost any workhouse in Ireland, the interest to be paid in 
addition to the instalments would occasion a very bad feeling on the part of the rate-payers, 
which the Guardians are very desirous of avoiding, as it might strengthen a prejudice 
already existing against this new tax, which presses heavily on many industrious persons, 
and more particularly so in the town electoral division, where, from the mode of valuing 
the houses, so different from the valuation of property in the rural districts, and likewise 
from the great number of paupers who seek refuge in the town when unable to maintain 
themselves in the country, the rates are found to fall with two-fold severity on that large 
electoral division. 

The Guardians believe that the important duties entrusted to them have been carried on 
with as much regularity, efficiency and success as in any Union in Ireland, and they con- 
tinue to indulge a hope, that their application to be allowed a very small share in the addi- 
tional public loan for Irish workhouses, to be laid out almost entirely for the accommo- 
dation of diseased paupers, will meet with the favourable consideration of Her Majesty’s 
Government. 

I have, &c. 

To the Secretary of State, (signed) P. Phipps, 

Castle, Dublin. Chairman of the Board of Guardians. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 19th May 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration the minutes of proceed- 
ings of the Clonmel Board of Guardians on the 17th instant, including the copy of a 
letter addressed on that day, by their chairman, to the Secretary for Ireland, in reference 
to the loan required for the contemplated additions to the workhouse. 

The Commissioners are surprised at the course which has been adopted on this occasion, 
after the letter which was addressed to the Guardians on the 6th instant, in which the 
Commissioners requested to be informed whether the Guardians could conveniently raise 
the money themselves, and intimating a desire, if this could not be done, to devise some 
other mode of meeting the Guardians’ wishes. 

The Guardians have not noticed this request in their proceedings, but have sanctioned 
an application to the Irish Government by their chairman, soliciting its interference to 
procure for them a loan of money, which can in fact only be obtained through the 
intervention of the Poor Law Commissioners ; under these circumstances, the Commis- 
sioners would be warranted in taking no farther steps in the matter, the Clonmel work- 
house having been already put by them into what they consider an efficient state for 
the purposes of the Union. 

The Commissioners consider, however, that the proposed additions to the workhouse, 
although not absolutely necessary, would yet be productive of convenience and benefit, to an 
extent commensurate to the outlay, and although they cannot but feel that there has been a 
want of that courtesy which the Commissioners have a right to expect from every Board 
of Guardians, and that, under the circumstances, they would be fully justified in leaving 
the Clonmel Board to its own resources, they yet will not do so; but, in consideration 
°f the zeal and efficiency which the Guardians have hitherto manifested in the adminis- 
tration of the Poor Law, and which the Commissioners have observed with very great 
satisfaction, they will overlook the objectionable proceedings of the Guardians on this 
occasion, and will forthwith issue an order to borrow 600 /., and will also endeavour to 
make arran°ements for its being advanced by the Exchequer Loan Commissioners, on terms 
similar to the previous loan. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk of the Board of Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Clonmel Union. 
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Minute of Guardians, 21st May 1842. 

(No. 6370 D. 42.) 

With respect to the letter of the Poor Law Commissioners, dated 19th May 1842, 
No. 6089, the Board requested the chairman to write a letter in reply to their com- 
munication, and to explain to them, that the Guardians of this Union have invariably 
studied to show every attention to the orders of the Commissioners ; but that having 
felt called upon to address Her Majesty’s Government, they could not give any reply to 
the proposal of the Commissioners to obtain the money on private loan, until they had 
received a reply to their communication from the Irish Government. 



Letter from the Chairman of the Board of Guardians to the Commissioners. 



(No. 6421 D. 42.) _ , , ,, 

Gentlemen, Clonmel, 24th May 1842. 

Under the instructions of the Clonmel Poor Law Guardians, I have the honour to 
acknowledge their receipt of your letter, No. 6,089, of the 19th instant. 

The Guardians abstain from offering any observations on that part of your letter which 
informs them that, in consequence of a supposed want of courtesy towards yourselves, 
you think you would be justified in withholding the power granted you by the Legislature, 
without the exercise of which on your part the Guardians would be prevented from 
providing that accommodation for the paupers, and especially for those afflicted with 
disease, which you are aware the medical officer and the Guardians unite in believing 
to be most urgently wanted. 

The Guardians are desirous of removing a most erroneous impression made on your 
minds, that in addressing a letter to Lord Eliot, the Secretary of State for Ireland, 
they were departing from that respect and deference due to your station, and which it 
has always been their inclination, no less than their duty, to observe towards you. 

When you informed the Guardians on the 8th April that you had no means of 
obtaining the funds which might be necessary for defraying the proposed work, and that 
any charge which may be incurred must be defrayed out of the current rates of the 
Union, they felt that they had no other resource than to seek to obtain from Her Majesty s 
ministers that assistance in money which you had previously given the Guardians reason 
to expect, but which you regretted being unable to realize ; when the Guardians received 
your letter of the 6th May, they felt they could give no reply to your proposal until they 
had been made acquainted with the intentions of Her Majesty’s Government, as it would 
obviously have been treating the ministers of the Crown with disrespect, if they had not 
waited for a reply to their communication. 

Under this impression, my letter to Lord Eliot was written, and a copy ot it transmitted 
to you, in order that you might be fully aware of the reason which prevented an early reply 
to your letter. 

Whilst the Guardians confidently refer you to their minutes and correspondence, to prove 
that they have uniformly endeavoured to comply with the spirit as well as the letter of the 
Poor Law Act, and to show every respect and deference to those officers who are entrusted 
by the Legislature with most ample powers to carry its enactments into effect, and that they 
disclaim, m the most unqualified terms, any intention of treating you with discourtesy, they 
must be equally explicit m stating that, so long as they may continue to be lawful Guardians 
of the poor of this Union, they will never sacrifice the interests and welfare of the paupers 
from any apprehension of exposing themselves to the animadversions of any body of men, 
however exalted their station, or however powerful they may be; and that when important 
casesarise, which, in their judgment, render necessary an appeal to Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, or even to the Legislature, they will not shrink from a conscientious discharge of their 
duty. . 

As the object of the anxious solicitude of the Guardians has now been happily accom- 
plished, they will be glad if you will inform them, at your earliest convenience, whether they 
have your sanction to accept finally the terms tendered by the contractor, and what reply 
they are to give to him in regard to certain omissions and alterations he subsequently pointed 
out. . , . 

They will also be glad to be favoured with the legal papers the contractor is required 



execute. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



I have, &c. 

P. Phipps, Chairman. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No 6421 D. 42.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

’Sir" 26th May 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of the chairman’s letter, dated t f 
24th instant, with the explanations, in which the Commissioners desire to express tnei 
entire satisfaction. The papers connected with the proposed alterations have been re *® rr ® 
to Mr. Wilkinson, who is now in the west of Ireland, but who is expected to return the 
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with his report thereon, in the course of a few days. Meantime the Commissioners have no 
hesitation in declaring that it is their wish that the Guardians should take all the steps 
necessary for the best and speediest completion of the works, which the Commissioners, 
having entire reliance upon their vigilance and discretion, leave to their superintendence, 
subject of course to the architect’s visitation and to his certifying, before the money can be 
paid. The architect is now so incessantly occupied in carrying on the new buildings in pro- 
gress in every part of Ireland, that he will probably not be able to pay all the attention to 
the alterations in the Clonmel house which, without the watchful superintendence of the 
Guardians, would certainly be necessary ; he will, however, do all that is possible in this 
respect, and will visit the house as soon as his other engagements permit. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk of the Guardians of the Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Clonmel Union. 



B42. 
>ur to 



Further Communication from the Commissioner's to the Guardians. 



which 
selves, 
lature, 
from 
1 with 
lieving 

1 your 
-eland, 
rich it 

ms of 
id that 
of the 
jesty’s 
reason 
Bceived 
il they 
would 
ad not 

imitted 
y reply 

o prove 
of the 
trusted 
at they 
y, they 

ardians 
paupers 
>f men, 

portant 

jovern- 
of their 

accom- 
ler they 
it reply 

pointed 
rired to 



lan. 



ublin, 

ited the 
ss their 

referred 

m them. 

with 



(No. 6534 D. 42.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 27th May 1842. 

With reference to their letter of the 26th instant, the Poor Law Commissioners now trans- 
mit to the Board of Guardians of the Clonmel Union the tenders for the additional works at 
the workhouse, accompanying the minutes of the Guardians of the 19th March last, together 
with a copy of the architect’s report thereon, and the Commissioners request that the Guar- 
dians will now take the necessary steps for the completion of the works in conformity with 
die above letter, and will report upon any circumstances that may occur during the progress 
of the works requiring the interference of the Commissioners or their architect. 

The forms of contract and bond used by the Commissioners in case of altering other build- 
ings for a workhouse are sent herewith, which can be adapted to the purpose now required. 
The drawings and specification should be forwarded to this office by return of post, in order 
that the working drawings may be immediately prepared. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of the Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Clonmel Union. 



Architect’s Report, enclosed in foregoing Letter. 

(No. 6534 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, 25th May 1842. 

Accompanying are the tenders received by the Board of Guardians of the Clonmel Union 
for the works proposed to be performed in the erection of hospital and other buildings at 
the Clonmel Workhouse, and forwarded to your Board, with the minutes of the Board of 



Guardians’ meeting of the 19th March 1842. 

£. s. d. 

Andrew Keller & Son, Clonmel ----- 898 18 7 

J . S. Thomas, Dungarvan ------ 850 — — 

G. Graham, Clonmel ------- 709 14 - 

W. Tinsley, Clonmel ------- 585 - — 



The minutes above referred to contain a resolution of the Guardians to accept Mr. Tinsley’s 
tender, at an amount of 585 1., and a request for the Commissioners to prepare a bond and 
contract accordingly. 

Mr. Tinsley’s proposal is, however, accompanied with a second statement, dated the 21st 
of March, from which it appears that in his first proposal he omitted to calculate the walling 
to the foundations, below the depth of three feet six inches, and other works, which altogether 
amount to an additional sum of 53 1. 16 s. 

The specification is clear with respect to the above works, but a portion of the amount is 
for flagging, &c., to washing trays, stated to be required by the Guardians ; this is explained 
■o the statement. 

1 beg to recommend that a contract be entered into with Mr. Tinsley, and it will be more 
satisfactory to leave it to the Guardians to complete the arrangements with Mr. Tinsley for 
executing the work, and in that case the form for a contract and bond should be forwarded 
to the Board of Guardians, as they request, and it should be stated that a security for 500/ . 
j 8 not considered too high an amount to require from the contractor, as his tender is very 
tow, for the proper performance of the work. 

I have, &c. 

The Poor Law Commissioners. Geo. Wilkinson. 
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Minutes of Guardians, 4th June 1842. 

(No. 7020 D. 42.) . . 

It was resolved that this Board, in accordance with the Poor Law Commissioners autho- 
rity, do make application to the Commissioners for the Issue of Loans for Public Works and 
Fisheries, &c., under the Act of 5 Victoria, sec. 2 , cap. 9, for the loan of the sum of 600/., 
to enlarge the hospital and other works connected with the workhouse of the Clonmel 
Union. 

A letter from Mr. Tinsley, builder and contractor for the works, was read to the Board, 
stating his inability, from an attack of influenza, to attend this day with his sureties, to 
execute his bond and contract, but hoped to be able to do so early in the next week, and 
requesting a memorandum of such things as are desirable first to be done should be fur- 
nished him. 

(The specification and drawings were forwarded to the Poor Law Commissioners on the 
31st ultimo.) 

Proposed by Thomas Prendergast, and seconded by John Keeffe : 

Resolved, That the following report made by the visiting committee, assembled on the 
30th May, and this day read to the Board, be adopted. Present on the committee, Lieut.- 
col. Phipps, William Smith, Henry Streene, Thomas Cantwell, and William Tinsley, the 
builder. 

The committee took into consideration the plans and various papers on the subject of the 
proposed additions to the buildings. Mr. Tinsley was in attendance, and having distinctly 
told the committee that he would not abide by his tender of a contract unless the additional 
sums specified by him on a paper he forwarded to the Commissioners the day after the 
Board accepted his tender, amounting to 53/. 16 s., being partly for work omitted in the 
specification, partly for extra foundations, and partly for mistakes he stated having made in 
his own calculation ; 

And it appearing to the committee that Mr. Tinsley appeared desirous of cancelling his 
proposal altogether, which is much lower than those of all the other builders, they felt that 
if they insisted upon reducing some items, which appeared to them very questionable, the 
Guardians would most probably have to make a fresh contract with another builder on more 
disadvantageous terms, and believing that the contract, as it now stands amended, is very 
moderate, they, the committee, after much consideration, determined on accepting the terms, 
and signified it to Mr. Tinsley, on the part of the Guardians. 

(signed) P. Phipps, Chairman. 



Extract from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 23d June 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration the resolution passed by the 
Board of Guardians of the Clonmel Union on the 4th instant, proposing to allow Mr. Tinsley, 
whose tender was accepted for executing the additional works required at the workhouse, a 
sum of 53/. 16s., in addition to the amount of his original tender, in making the estimate 
for which he omitted to calculate some of the necessary works ; and uuder the circumstances, 
and considering that, with this addition, the sum to be paid to Mr. Tinsley will be lower 
than the amount of any other tender received, the Commissioners desire to convey their 
sanction to the proposed increased allowance to him. 



Communication from the Chairman of the Board of Guardians to the Commissioners. 



(No. 6234 D. 42.) 

Sir, Clonmel, 16 th August. 

I have the honour to enclose a letter from the contractor, who is enlarging the hospital of 
the Clonmel Workhouse, and altering other buildings. 

The Guardians were told by the Commissioners that the architect of the latter would 
occasionally inspect the works," but that the former should more particularly watch over what 
was doing. The Commissioners’ architect, so far as I am informed, has not seen what has 
been doing, and yet the contract specifies that advances must depend on his certificate of 
the quality and value of the work done. The Guardians are satisfied with the quality of the 
masonry, and, with a slight exception, with the timber, but they are not qualified to judge 
of the value. The contractor had promised that the smaller works of bathing-troughs for 
the children, in addition to wash-house troughs, and a few minor points, should be done at 
once, but this has not been attended to, and when called upon to do so, he applies for money, 
and declines proceeding with any more work till he receives some advance. There is no doubt 
that, as the new building has nearly reached the flooring-joists of the second story, some 
money is due to the contractor ; but the Guardians have no authority to act in the matter, 
and await the Commissioners’ instructions. 

I have, &c. 



The resident Poor Law Commissioner, Dublin, 



P. Phipps, Chairman. 

Enclosure 
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Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 

Sir, Clonmel, 15th August 1842. 

Your official reply to my application for an instalment on account of works at the Clonmel 
Workhouse has been duly received. 

I be 0- to say that, acting under the clause in the specification referred to, I had pre- 
viously applied to the architect of the Poor Law Commissioners for his certificate ; his reply 
w as he had nothing whatever to do with it ; it was a matter between me and the Guardians. 
Under these circumstances, I applied as above referred to. I regret to say, from the fact of 
the Commissioners now owing me over 1,000/., and for seven months past, as well as money 
owing to me in other quarters to a large amount, I cannot proceed with the works until 
the instalment be paid. 

To the Chairman of the Clonmel I am, &c. 

Board of Guardians. W m Tinsley. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Chairman of the Board of Guardians on the foregoing. 

(No. 10234 D. 42.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 18th August 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 16th inslant 
relative to the application of the contractor for executing the works now being carried on at 
the workhouse of the Clonmel Union, for an instalment, and the Commissioners desire to 
6tate, in reference thereto, that one of the architect’s assistants has been directed to attend 
at Clonmel on Saturday next, for the purpose of inspecting and reporting on the works. 

To Colonel Phipps, &c. Sec. Sec. By order of the Board, 

Clonmel. Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 



Minutes of Guardians, 20th August 1842. 

(No. 10460 D. 42.) 

A communication from the chairman (Colonel Phipps) being read, stating, amongst other 
things, that he had written to the Poor Law Commissioners, enclosing a communication from 
Mr. Tinsley, the contractor for building the new addition to the hospital. Sec., in which he 
has stated that he should stop the works unless he was paid money in part payment of his 
contract, as the Poor Law Commissioners’ architect had told him (Mr. Tinsley) that a cer- 
tificate could not be granted by him, as he had nothing to do with the building ; 

And Mr. Tinsley having applied in person to the Board this day for an instalment of 
200/. in part payment of his contract, that unless it was paid him he should be under the 
necessity of stopping the works, observing, at the same time, that it was the Guardians he 
had to deal with, and not with the Poor Law Commissioners ; 

The Board beg to draw the immediate attention of the Commissioners to their communi- 
cation bearing date 26th May 1842, as follows : — “ Meantime the Commissioners have no 
hesitation in declaring that it is their wish that the Guardians should take all the steps neces- 
sary for the best and speediest completion of the works, which the Commissioners, having 
entire reliance upon their vigilance and discretion, leave to their superintendence, subject, of 
course, to the architect’s visitation, and to his certifying before the money can be paid and 
ln which this Board fully concur. 



Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 27th August 1842. 

(No. 10740 D. 42.) 

. Resolved, That Mr. Tinsley, the building contractor, having stated that he is suffering great 
“Convenience from the delay which has taken place in granting him the advance on his con- 
tact, which the progress of the works entitles him to receive, and as this Board have reason 
to believe that the assistant architect, who inspected the works last Monday, was satisfied 
“at Mr. Tinsley’s application for 200 /. was well grounded, the Board direct that the sum of 
10 °/. be advanced by the treasurer to the contractor, which sum is to be deducted from the 
^toount which the Commissioners may sanction ; and the Board expresses its earnest hope 
that the Poor Law Commissioners will be pleased to make whatever application may be 
pessary to realize the money authorized to be sent to this Board for the additional buildings 
progress, and which are approaching to their completion, 
jj Reived, That a draft be drawn on the treasurer for the sum of 100/. in favour of Wil- 
' a °i Tinsley, architect, in pursuance of the above agreement, and which sum is to be reim- 
ur sed the Guardians when received from the Poor Caw Commissioners. 
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Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 11486 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Clonmel Union, 12th September 1842. 

Herewith I transmit to you copy minutes of 10th instant, 

I have, &c. 

P. J. Keily, Clerk to the Guardians. 

Extract from Minutes, 10th September 1842, enclosed in foregoing. 

Resolved, That the report of the building committee, who met this day, 10th September, 
be inserted on the minute book ; viz. : — The committee have examined two stacks of chiinnies 
belonging to that part of the workhouse occupied by the lunatic and epileptic paupers. 
The committee are of opinion that they are both in a very dangerous state, and should be 
immediately rebuilt. 

They likewise recommend that Mr. Tinsley’s proposal of doing all that is necessary to these 
two stacks of chiinnies for 3/- be accepted. They have also inspected the new buildings, 
which are now roofing, and they are of opinion that all the wood-work is very good, with 
the exception of one rafter in the roof, and three joists in the flooring of one of the rooms, 
which ought to be immediately replaced. 

(signed) P. Phipps, Chairman. 

W. Moone. 

Note by Architect, 2Gth September 1842. 

Bead the report of the committee on the new buildings. Instructed Mr. Tully to survey 
the same. 

Minute of Guardians, 1st October 1842. 

(No. 12823 D. 42.) 

Resolved, That William Tinsley, the building contractor, having engaged to complete 
the new buildings and alterations in the workhouse within four months from the time 
of signing his contract, which was done on 4th June last, consequently all the work 
ought to have been finished on the 4th of this month (October). The works are very 
far from being in the state of forwardness which they ought to have been, although 
the weather has been exceedingly favourable. Mr. Tinsley promised the Guardians that 
the work required for enlarging the building, containing the washing-troughs, the paling » 
the men’s yard, and the bathing-troughs for the children, should be put in hands forthwith; 
but this engagement he has not performed ; not one of these works is yet finished. 

The Guardians request the attention of the Poor Law Commissioners to these facte; 
they recommend that no further advance be made to Mr. Tinsley till he has executed the 
above-mentioned works. 

Extract from Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 21st October 1842, 
in reference to the foregoing Resolution. 

The Commissioners desire to state that, in accordance with this resolution, no payments 
have been made to him, except through the Board of Guardians. 

A notice, however, having been served on Mr. Tinsley relative to the delay in the c< ? 
letion of his contract, a communication has been received from him, stating that he 
een unable to proceed more rapidly from want of the necessary funds ; and as the Ta • , r 
the work done considerably exceeds the advances made to him, the Commissioners consi 
that the interest of the Union would be best consulted by allowing him a further paym®' 
and they therefore recommend a reconsideration of the resolution above referred to, 
that view. 



COMMUNICATE* 



206 CORRESPONDENCE between the POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS and - 
Letter from the Chairman of the Board of Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 10816 D. 42.) 

Sir, Clonmel, 30th August. 

The contractor for the additional buildings to the Clonmel Workhouse has just shown m e 
a letter from your architect, dated 27th instant, stating that the Commissioners would grant 
him an instalment of 200 1 . on the application of the Guardians. The proceedings of the 
Board of Guardians at their last meeting, on Saturday, will show you how anxious they 
are that the contractor should have this money, and I am not aware that any further 
application is necessary ; 1 would only suggest that the payment should be made through 
them, that they may deduct the 100 1 . advanced on Saturday. 

I remain, &c. 

To the Resident Commissioner. P. Phipps, Chairman. 
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Communication from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners, 

24th October 1842. 

(No. 13959 42 -) 

Referring to your communication of 21st October, relative to the delay in the completion 
of the works, and that Mr. Tinsley has been unable to proceed more rapidly, from want 
of the necessary funds, I am directed by the Board to inform you, that Mr. Tinsley has 
made no official demand on the Guardians for a further advance of money beyond the first 
instalment. The chairman has instructed me to request you will give the Board inform- 
ation as to how and whac penalty can be enforced for non-performance of the contract. 
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Commissioners’ Reply to foregoing, 2th October 1842. 

The Commissioners desire to state that they cannot give an opinion as to the penalties 
to which the contractor may be liable, not having the contract before them; but they 
recommend the Guardians to endeavour to get the contract fulfilled without resorting to 
penalties, if it be possible, and to which end payments to the contractor as the works 
proceed, as far as they can be made with safety, are generally desirable, and in this case 
appear to be absolutely necessary, owing to his want of means. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 14332 D. 42.) Clonmel Union Board-room, 

Gentlemen, 31st October 1842. 

Herewith I transmit to you minutes of proceedings of the Guardians of the Poor assem- 
bled on the 29th instant ; also the bond and contract of Mr. Tinsley. * * * 

I have, Sec. 

P. J. Keily, Clerk to the Board. 

Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 29th October 1842, enclosed in foregoing. 

A letter by Mr. William Tinsley, building contractor, under date 29th October instant, 
addressed to the Board, and this day read (of which the following is a copy), ordered to be 
transmitted, and the attention of the Poor Law Commissioners requested to it : 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ I beg to remonstrate with you on the hardship you have inflicted on me, by preventing 
the Poor Law Commissioners’ architect granting me a certificate for an instalment on 
account of the works in progress for you, and which is long due, thereby keeping out of 
my hands the means of forwarding the works (as on a former occasion also), which would 
now be completed but for these interruptions. May I request you will have the goodness 
to take steps, and have the instalment 200 1. paid me in the course of the ensuing week, 
and thereby prevent further delay. 

“ I am, &c. 

“ The Board of Guardians, Clonmel Union.” “ (signed) William Tinsley.” 

Clonmel, 29th October 1842. 

The Clerk was instructed to reply to the foregoing letter, insert the same on the minutes, 
and respectfully direct the immediate attention of the Poor Law Commissioners to it .• the 
clerk was also directed to transmit the bond and contract to the Commissioners. 

Clonmel Union Board-room, 

Sir, 29th October 1842. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians of the Poor of this Union to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 29th instant addressed to them. The Board, in forwarding a 
copy of your letter to the Poor Law Commissioners, will observe to them, that this is the 
first application you have made to them for a second instalment on account of your contract ; 
and that when they represented to the Commissioners your delay in finishing the works, it 
cannot be correct to say that the works were delayed from want of money, since, at that 
time you had not seen fit to apply for any to the Board. 

The Board have no objection to your receiving a further advance, but it is their intention 
to enforce the penalty agreed to on your bond for a breach of contract. 

By order, 

To William Tinsley, esq., architect, P. J. Keily , Clerk to the Board. 

Clonmel. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No. 14332 D. 42.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 10th November 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them your letter of the 31st ultimo, 
together with minutes of proceedings of the Board of Guardians of the Clonmel Union on 

the 
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the 29th ultimo, and with reference to the correspondence with Mr. Tinsley, the contractor 
for build ino - the infirmary, the Commissioners desire to state, that having, according to the 
arrangement referred to in their letter of the 27th May last, left to the Guardians the 
perfecting the agreement with Mr. Tinsley, they are no parties to the contract, which i 8 
returned herewith. The forms of contract and bond were sent, as stated in the Commis- 
sioners’ letter, as the forms generally used by the Commissioners in making contracts for 
altering other buildings, in order that they should be adapted to the purpose required by 
the Guardians. 

Half of a bank post-bill for 200 /.is herewith forwarded for payment of the second instal- 
ment to Mr. Tinsley; and on a proper receipt in the annexed form, signed by the chairman, 
and two other Guardians, and countersigned by the clerk, being forwarded to this office, 
the other half will be sent. 

The sum of 400/. (including the 200 /. above referred to) has now been advanced to the 
Guardians, and the balance, namely, 200/. of the 000 /. obtained from the Public Works 
Loan Board, will be forwarded to you on the completion of the works. 

To the Clerk of the Guardians, By order of the Board, 

Clonmel Union. Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 



Minute of Guardians, 26th November 1842. 

(No. 15741 D. 42.) 

Resolved, That the report of the visiting committee now read, be adopted, inserted on 
the minute-book, and a copy thereof transmitted to the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Extract. 

The committee strongly recommend, that the doors of the school-rooms should be 
altered from their present position, in order to enable the master to carry out the classi- 
fication more perfectly. 

Extract from Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 8th December 1842. 

The Commissioners request to be informed of the object which the Guardians have in 
view in the proposed alteration of the doors of the school-rooms in the workhouse. 



Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 10th December 1842. 

^ The^budding 4 committee have examined the work executed by Mr. Tinsley, and are of 
opinion, that when all the windows have been supplied with proper fastenings, and some 
of the iron-work properly painted, which the contractor has stated shall be immediately 
done the whole will be substantially and well executed. They recommend to the Board 
that application be made forthwith to the Commissioners for the 200 /. balance due on the 
600 /. granted as a loan from the Commissioners for the Issue of Loans of Public Works 
and Fisheries. . . x , . . . .* 

When this money has been received, the committee recommend that, subject to tne 
sanction of the Poor Law Commissioners, Mr. Tinsley be paid the balance of his account, 
238 /. 16 s., being in full amount of contract. , 

The proposed alteration of the door leading into the male school-room has been deemea 



unnecessary. 



(signed) P. Phipps, Chairman. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Clerk of the Union, 17th December 1842 
The Poor Law Commissioners request that you will inform the Guardians that a final 
survey and report on the execution of the works included in the contract with Mr. linsley 
will be made in the course of the next week, and that, in the meantime, the Commissioners 
have given directions for the remittance of 200 /. to the Guardians in favour of Mr. Tinsley, 
that bein'* the balance of the additional loan for the works contracted for by him. 



Minute of Guardians, 24th December 1842. 

^ Resolved, That^ having examined the building account and contract with Mr. Tinsley 
for erecting the new infirmary, and being satisfied that the same has been well executed ; 

Ordered, That a draft be drawn on the treasurer for the sum of 44/. Is., being tn 
balance, in full consideration of the contract, and paid him. That he be handed over 
halves post-bills for 194 /. 15 s., as transmitted to the Guardians by the Poor Law Gom 
missioners. 



dungarvaN 
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DUN GARY AN UNION. 



Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Dungaivan Union. 



Communication from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners, 4th January 1840. 

^I°am 4 directed by the Board of Guardians to draw the attention of the Poor Law Com- 
nissioners to the necessity, in this humid climate, and in a situation so exposed to the 
south-west winds as that of the neighbourhood of Dungarvan, of causing the outer walls of 
the workhouse to be built at least two feet in thickness, instead of according to the present 
specification. 

Commissioners’ Reply to the foregoing, 21st January 1840. 

The Poor Law Commissioners desire to state, that their architect is of opinion that the 
nroposed increase in the thickness of the upper floor walls of the workhouse would not 
increase the capability of excluding damp, and resisting the effects of severe weather, which 
the walls to be erected, according to the specification, will possess, while it would occasion 
an increase of the cost of building, by rendering necessary a proportionate increase in the 
thickness of the walls of each floor, which are now 24 inches thick in the lower story, 22 in 
the second, and 20 in the third story. . . 

If the Guardians shall be of opinion that, in consequence of a non-absorbent quality in 
the stone to be used for the building, the walls will exhibit much damp, this appearance 
could only be counteracted by having the walls lined with half-brickwork, which would 
increase the expense of their erection by about 200 1 . ; however, the workhouse of Dungar- 
vau Union may not be more liable to the appearance of damp from the cause referred to 
than those of many other Unions, the Guardians of which, looking probably to the habita- 
tions of a large portion of the rate-paying classes, have not proposed to increase the charge 
of providing~workhouses by interior brickwork for absorbing dampness; but should the 
position of Dungarvan be considered by the Guardians to render such a provision more 
necessary there than in other Unions, the Commissioners will be prepared to sanction it, on 
receiving a resolution declaratory of its necessity. 



Communication from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners, 27th January 1840. 
(No. 480 D. 40.) 

In answer to the communication from the Commissioners, dated the 21st January 
1840 (No. 84), respecting the increasing the thickness of the walls of the workhouse about 
to be erected for this Union, stating that said walls might be lined with half-brickwork, 
at an increased expense of about 200/. to the Union (should the Board of Guardians con- 
sider the same necessary), I am directed to communicate to the Commissioners that the 
Board of Guardians highly approve thereof; a resolution to which effect is herewith trans- 
mitted to you for the sanction of the Commissioners. 

Resolution of Guardians, 25th January 1840, above referred to. 

That the communication from the Poor Law Commissioners, recommending the lining 
of the workhouse about to be built with brick, and which will cost about 200 1 ., having 
been read, that a communication be made from this Board, highly approving of the lining 
said building with brick. 

Carried unanimously. 

Note . — Instructions given accordingly to the architect, l st Lebruary 1840. 



Communication from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners, 16th May 1840. 
(No. 2506 D. 40.) 

1 am directed to communicate to the Poor Law Commissioners, that on the Board of 
Guardians inquiring from the clerk of the works respecting the lining of ihe workhouse 
with half-brick, pursuant to a resolution of the Board, at a meeting thereof held on the 
25th day of January last, they find that the lining will not increase the thickness ot the 
walls, as the Board at first supposed ; they therefore wish to be informed how much the 
additional expense would be to have the walls lined with half-brickwork, in addition to the 
original thickness of the walls as laid down in the specification, wherein the thickness is 
stated at 24, 22 and 20 inches, according to the different stories of the building. 

Commissioners’ Reply to the foregoing, 28th May 1840. 

Referring to your letter of the 16th instant, ihe Poor Law Commissioners desire to state, 
for the information of the Board of Guardians of Dungarvan Union, that the architect of 
the Commission estimates the cost of increasing the thickness of the workhouse walls with 
luilf-brick, as proposed, at 350 1., and is of opinion that any dampness which would penetrate 
walls of the thickness prescribed by the specifications would, in nearly the same degree, 
effect them if increased in the way desired by the Guardians. 

616. d i) 3 Resolution 
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Resolution of Guardians, nth June 1840. 

(No. 3187 D. 40.) 

That the communication of the Poor Law Commissioners of the 28th May last (No. 2506), 
respecting the expense of lining the workhouse walls with half-brickwork, and which will 
amount to 350 /., having been read, the Board of Guardians approve of same, provided the 
interior extent of the apartments be not diminished by such lining, and that the clerk forth- 
with communicate such approval to the Commissioners. 

That the Board of Guardians decline signing the application to the Exchequer Loan 
Commissioners for the advance for building the workhouse until they are informed what the 
expense of such building will amount to, and that the clerk be directed to apply to the 
Poor Law Commissioners for such information. 

Note by Architect, i8th June 1840. 

The width of the rooms will be diminished nine inches by the additional thickness of 
the brick linings being added. It appears to me bad to increase the thickness of the walls 
without admitting the necessity for doing so generally. The reduced size of the rooms will 
be a great injury to them. 

Geo. Wilkinson. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 19th June 1840. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have taken into consideration two resolutions passed by 
the Board of Guardians of the Dungarvan Union on the 11th instant: the first recom- 
mending that the exterior walls of the Union Workhouse may be increased in thickness 
4 J inches, provided this would not diminish the extent of the wards; the second, declin- 
ing to make an application for a loan, pursuant to the order to borrow, issued on the 30th 
November 1839, unt 'l informed of the cost of erecting the workhouse. 

The Commissioners have ascertained, on examination of the several items of expense to 
be incurred, that, by the change already made in the specifications of the workhouse at 
the request of the Guardians, who wish to have the walls lined with brick, the cost of 
building will exceed the amount of the contract by 250/., which, with additional expenses 
consequent upon the change in the site, made at the desire of the Guardians and of the 
inhabitants of Dungarvan, will augment the total expense 500/. beyond the amount which 
the Guardians have been required to borrow ; it, therefore, does not appear to be advisable 
to incur the further expense of 350/. that would be incurred by increasing the thickness of 
the walls ; and as the Guardians only recommend this alteration provided it would not 
lessen the extent of the wards, it is now but necessary to state that the proposed half-brick- 
work on the interior of the walls would diminish the width of the wards nine inches, and 
render the gangways between the platforms for beds inconveniently narrow. 

The expenses to be incurred in providing the workhouse, as estimated, are — 

1. Expense of building, adding to the original contract 250/. for lining 



the walls with brick- - -- -- -- - £.6,730 

2. Additional cost of foundations on the new site, as estimated at - 150 

3. Fittings, &c. - -- -- -- -- - 1,000 

4. Clerk of works --------- - XgO 

5. Compensation to tenants occupying the present site — 



J. Murray (estimated) -------70 

22° 

6. Compensation to tenant occupying the original site, for damage 

suffered by the preparations for building ----- 50 



These sums form a total of 8,300/., being 500/. more than would have been required if the 
workhouse had been built as originally proposed by the Commissioners, and on the site first 
selected. It will therefore be necessary to borrow this additional amount, and an order for 
that purpose will be issued to the Guardians. 

As the works must now be carried on with more than ordinary vigour to make up for the 
great loss of time which has occurred, the Guardians are enjoined to sign an application 
for the loan at their next meeting; and if any further information shall be then required 
for the Guardians’ satisfaction, the Commissioners will be prepared to supply it; but they 
request that the application for the loan may not be postponed, as, after its transmission to 
the Treasury, it will be necessary for the Guardians to meet again, and execute a security 
for the first advance of 4,000/., and the deed must be lodged in the Exchequer before the 
Exchequer Bills for that amount will be deposited in the Bank of England, to provide for 
payments as they shall fall due ; so that any further delay on the part of the Guardians will 
necessarily impede the Commissioners in carrying the law into effect, which is much to be 
deprecated. 

By order of the Board, 

W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 



Minutes 
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Minutes of Guardians, 16th July 1840. (Complaints). 

(N Let'er ”rSd 4 from the assistant secretary, dated 19th June 1840 (No. 3188), in answer to Dungarvan Union, 
the communication from the Board pf Guardians at the meeting held on the nth day of 
June last, respecting the thickness of the workhouse walls, and also with respect to the 
signing the application for loan to the Exchequer Loan Commissioners, and for information 

respecting the expense of building the workhouse. 

Amended order to raise or borrow money, dated 30th day of June 1840, rescinding that 
portion of the order of the 30th day of November last, as far as it relates to the raising the 
sum of 7,800/., and directing the board of Guardians to raise the sum of 8,300/. for the 
purpose* in said order mentioned, was read and laid before the Board. 

Proposed by Mr. Carbery, and seconded by Mr. Walsh, That, in answer to the applica- 
tion from the Poor Law Commissioners, requesting the Board of Guardians to raise and 
levy a sum of 8,300 /. 011 this Union, the Board of Guardians are unwilling to raise this 
sum or any other, in the absence of the copy of the contract entered into with the con- 
tractor, the copy of the specification by which the building is to be erected, and further 
information respecting the different items comprised in this sum of 8,300/., inasmuch as 
there are sums charged in it which the Guardians do not consider proper to be charged. 

Carried unanimously. 

Jfnte. Copies of contract and specification sent with letter from the Commissioners to 

the Guardians, 20th July 1840. 



Extracts from Minutes of Guardians, 29th July 1840. 

^ Letter mad from the assistant secretary, dated the 20th day of July 1840 (No. 3862), in 
answer to the resolution passed at the last meeting of the Board of Guardians, relative to 
the signing of the application for loan to the Exchequer Loan Commissioners. 

Copy of the specification for the erection of the workhouse ; copy of the articles of agree- 
ment made between Mr. Alexander Deane, of the city of Cork, builder of the one part, and 
the Poor Law Commissioners, of the other part, for the erection of the workhouse; and 
copy of the bond executed by Mr. Deane and bis securities for the due performance of 
his contract, were laid before the Board. . . 

Resolved, That an application be made to the Exchequer Bill Commissioners for an 
advance of 8,300/. for the building of the workhouse, pursuant to the order of the Poor 
Law Commissioners. 



Minute of Guardians, 1st July 1841. 



(No. 6183 D. 41.) ... 

Mr. O’Donoghue, Assistant Commissioner, in attendance. 

Letter read from the chief clerk, dated 7 th June 1841, accompanying the deed of security 
for third advance of 1,300/., together with letter from Messrs. Barnes & Winter, with 



directions on the same subject. a uin.M 

Bond for third advance of 1,300/., together with the authority to John Strettel Brick- 
wood, esq., secretary to the Exchequer Loan Commissioners, to deliver same to the 
cashiers of the Bank of England, were laid before the Board together with statements of 
expenditure out of the first advance of 4.000/., and the second advance of 3,000/. 

That there appearing to be money enough in hand to pay the amount of the present con- 
tract, and leave a balance of 230/., the clerk be directed to communicate with the Com- 
missioners, requesting them to explain to what purpose they intend to apply the sum which 
they call upon the Board now to borrow. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 27th July 1841. 

Referring to the minutes of proceedings of the Board of Guardians of Dungarvan 
Union on the 1st instant, the Poor Law Commissioners have directed to be forwarded for 
the Board’s information the enclosed statement relative to the workhouse loan, showing the 
amount borrowed for each purpose to which the loan is applicable, and the amount expended 
for each purpose. 



Minutes of Guardians, 26th August 1841. 

(No. 7875 D. 41.) 

Mr. O’Donoghue, Assistant Commissioner, in attendance. 

Proposed by Mr. Uniacke, and seconded by Mr. Carbery, That tins meeting decline 
executing' the deed for a further advance of 1,300/., inasmuch as they have not yet been 
furnished by the Poor Law Commissioners with a statement of the accounts, as called lor 
at a meeting of the Board on the 1st of July last. 

Carried unanimously. T 

616. Di )4 Letter 
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Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 9th September 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have seen with some surprise, that the Board of Guardians 
of the Dungarvan Union have declined to execute the deed of charge for the remaining 
1,300/. of the loan agreed to be advanced for providing the workhouse, on the grounds that 
a sufficiently detailed account of the expenditure of the portions of the loan already 
advanced had not been given to them. 

The Guardians ought to be aware that the Commissioners are responsible for the expen- 
diture of the whole of the loan, and that until the workhouse is completed, and all the 
charges and outlay of every kind connected with it are discharged, it is impossible to fur- 
nish a complete and satisfactory account; and ai£ intermediate statement must, therefore, 
necessarily be imperfect. The Commissioners 'always wish to afford the Guardians the 
fullest information in their power, and have not refused to furnish the partial account asked 
for in this instance, relying that the Guardians will not draw erroneous conclusions from 
such imperfect data, but rather that they will consult with the Assistant Commissioner 
upon any doubt which may arise in their minds upon any point relating to this expen- 
diture. 

If the Guardians had done this, Mr. O’Donoghue would have explained to them that the 
amount of the loan applied for is founded on an estimate of the probable cost, and that 
this amount must be invariably advanced in every case, although it need not be all ex- 
pended, unless found to be absolutely necessary, the overplus, if any, being returnable to 
Government without charge to the Union. To delay applying for any portion of the loan 
so originally granted is, therefore, not only embarrassing to the Commissioners, who are 
under engagements to make payments out of it as the work advances, but also occas&ns 
an actual loss of the interest on the Exchequer bills which would be accruing in favour of 
the Union. 

In ordinary cases it is usual for Government to advance the loans which are granted at 
once, and in one sum ; but in case of the Irish workhouse loans, the amount required is 
so large, that the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, in order to prevent an undue 
advantage accruing to the Unions from an accumulation of interest in their favour, whilst 
they in fact were to pay none, deemed it right to require that the loans should be advanced 
by instalments, not exceeding 4,000/. each, whilst the regulations of the Exchequer Loan 
Board made it necessary to have a separate deed of charge for each separate advance. 

This arrangement has imposed much additional labour and responsibility on the Poor 
Law Commissioners, which must be exceedingly increased when the Guardians neglect to 
fulfil their part of the duty by delaying to execute the deed of charge when called upon 
to do so. 

The Commissioners trust that the Dungarvan Board of Guardians will no longer hesitate 
in this matter, and they may rely that a full statement of every item of expenditure will be 
laid before them, together with copies of the plans and every requisite document, as soon as 
possible after the building is completed. 

You are requested to take immediate steps for summoning a special meeting of the 
Board at the earliest convenient period, and then to submit this letter to their considera- 
tion. You will also inform Mr. O’Donoghue of the time of meeting, in order that he may 
attend. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board cf Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Dungarvan Union. 



Extract from further Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 

11th September 1841. 

With respect to the accounts of the expenditure out of the loan for building the work- 
house, and in reference to the Commissioners’ letter of the 9th instant, they have directed 
to be forwarded herewith an account of the entire expenditure up to the present time, in 
addition to the separate accounts which have been already furnished to the Guardians. 



Resolution of Guardians, 7th December 1841. 

(No. 11256 D. 41.) 

That no rate be declared for this Union until the Poor Law Commissioners give up the 
house fully finished, and all the works necessary to be done by them, out of the loan of 
8,300/. granted as a charge on this Union. 



Resolution of Guardians, 29th December 1841. 

(No. 15 D. 42.) 

That the clerk be directed to acknowledge the receipt of the Poor Law Commissioner'’ 
order, declaring the workhouse fit for the reception of paupers from and after the 07th 
instant, and state to the Commissioners, that the Guardians assembled here this day 

inspected 
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inspected the workhouse and premises ; that they found the ground surrounding and belong- Workhouses 

ing to the workhouse uninclosed ; and they are of opinion that a wall should be built by (Complaints). 

the Commissioners round it; and they are further of opinion that stabling should be built n . 

at the workhouse by the Commissioners for twelve horses ; and that the attention of the Dun S atvan Union. 

Commissioners be directed to the resolutions passed at the meetings of the Board on the 

29th November last, respecting what articles are payable out of the loan, and what portion 

of the furniture of the workhouse the Commissioners will undertake to supply ; and that 4 

the Commissioners be requested to afford information forthwith on these subjects, as the 

Guardians cannot enter into any contracts until they have obtained such information. 

Extract from Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 

5th January 1842. 

With reference to the resolution relative to the workhouse, the Commissioners desire to 
state, that they are prepared to give instructions to their architect for the erection of 
stabling, in accordance with the wish of the Guardians. The erection of a boundary wall 
will be attended with considerable expense, but the Commissioners have directed a plan 
and estimate to be forthwith prepared, to be considered with reference to another and more 
economical description of fence ; and whatever may be hereafter determined upon, the 
cost of these works will be included in an additional loan which it will be necessary to apply 
for, together with such amount as may be requisite for the fittings and additional works. 



Minutes of Guardians, 13th January 1842. 

(No. 689 D. 42.) 

The members of the Board adjourned to inspect the workhouse, and on their return 
it was 

Proposed by Mr. Stuart, and seconded by Mr. Smith, That, with reference to the order of 
the Poor Law Commissioners of the 15th December 1841, declaring the workhouse of this 
Union fit for the reception of the poor after the 27th day of December last, the clerk of the 
Union be directed to inform the Poor Law Commissioners, that the Guardians assembled 
here this day for the despatch of business, having inspected the said house, find that the 
house is not in a state to be taken possession of by the Guardians, or fit for the reception 
of the poor, in consequence of the building admitting the rain in many parts, especially on Note by Architect, 
the south-east side, and to request that the Poor Law Commissioners will send down their — This was after 
architect to inspect the building (which it appears he has not seen for four months), and the severe south- 
state to the Commissioners that the Board have appointed a committee to meet him on feast gale of some 
the day which the Commissioners may fix on for his inspection of the building. days back. 



Carried unanimously. 

Proposed by Mr. Carbery, and seconded by Mr. Usher, That the Poor Law Commissioners 
be requested to rescind their order of the 15th December 1841, declaring the workhouse 
fit for the reception of the poor on the 27th December 1841, in consequence of the evils 
complained of in the above resolution. 

That the Commissioners be called on to furnish the Board with an account of the expen- 
diture of the loan of 8,300/. raised on the Union. 

Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians on the foregoing, 

27th January 1842. 

The Commissioners desire to inform the Guardians, that their architect will in a few 
days leave Dublin to inspect the workhouses in the south of Ireland, and will visit that of 
Uungarvan, with a view to measures being taken to remedy any defects that may be found 
‘herein, but the precise day on which he wifi be there cannot at present be stated ; meantime 
the Commissioners desire to state that they are not prepared to rescind their order, declaring 
the workhouse fit for the reception of destitute poor, and they urgently press upon the 
t^uaraians the necessity of their proceeding to the administration of relief therein with the 
least possible delay. 

With regard to the statement of the expenditure out of the workhouse loan, the Com- 
lssioners transmit herewith a statement in continuation of the account accompanying 
feir letter of the 11th September 1841, and desire to state, that a further account in 
®*erence to the entire loan will be laid before the Board of Guardians with the contractors’ 
^counts, when they shall have been brought to a close. 



Geo. W. 
20 Jan. 1842. 



Minutes of Guardians, 10th February 1842. 



ex P«ifft reaC * r ° m l ^ e c l er k> dated 27th January 1842, accompanying statement of 

t^'- Wilkinson, architect of the Poor Law Commissioners, attended the Board, and 
Dr ^1 * nt0 , ex pl anat ' ons relative to the workhouse, and the members of the Board 
^ r c ' ei * t0 > ns P«ct the house ; on their return. 

E E Proposed 
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Workhouses Proposed by Mr. Longan, and seconded by Mr. Usher, That the clerk do communicate 
(Complaints). with Mr. Curry on the subject of John Murray’s house, informing him that the site of said 

. house was required for the erection of stabling for the workhouse, and requesting him to 

Dungarvan Union. t a k e s t e ps for giving possession thereof to the contractor. 

Carried unanimously. 

Mr. Smith gave notice of the following motion ; viz. — 
r I hereby give notice, that I will, at the next meeting of the Board, move a resolution, 
That the resolutions of the 7th December 1841 and 16th December 1841, “ that no 
further rate be made for this Union until the Commissioners give up the house fully 
finished, and all the works necessary to be done by them, out of the loan of 8,300 1. granted 
as a charge on this Union,” be rescinded. 

Carried unanimously. 



Minutes of Guardians, loth March 1842. 

(No. 3t88 D. 42.) 

That in order to enable this Board to form an estimate of the rate which it will be 
necessary to make, we deem it necessary to have laid before us a detailed account of the 
expenses hitherto incurred in the building and contingencies, and also those which will be 
required for contingencies in any future loan which may be necessary to be applied for, 
and that the Board deem it essential to have the assistance of the Commissioners' architect 
to examine and explain the items of the account. 

Mr. Longan gave notice of motion as follows: — 

I hereby give notice, that I will, at the next meeting of the Board, move a resolution, 
That the resolutions of the 7th December 1841 and 16th December 1841, “that no rate be 
declared for this Union until the Commissioners give up the house fully finished, and all 
the works necessary to be done by them, out of the loan of 8,300/. granted as a charge 
on this Union,” be rescinded. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 23d March 1842. 

In reference to the resolution requesting that a statement of the expenditure up to the 
present period on account of the workhouse may be laid before the Board at its next 
meeting, the Commissioners desire to state, as the contractors’ account has not yet been 
received, it will not be practicable to effect the necessary minute and careful examination to 
which it must be subjected by the time named ; but as soon as the account shall have been 
closed and ceitified, it will, as in all other instances, be laid before the Board, with full 
explanations. 



Minute of Guardians, 8th April 1842. 

(No. 4495 D. 42.) 

Letter read from the chief clerk, dated 23d March 1842, in answer to the resolution 
requesting a detailed account of expenses, stating that same would be furnished as soon as 
the contractors’ accounts were received. 

Proposed by Mr. Boats, and seconded by Mr. Welsh, That the Board of Guardians are 
most anxious "that the workhouse should be opened as soon as possible for the reception of 
paupers, and beg leave earnestly to press on the attention of the Commissioners the urgent 
necessity of completing all the necessary works of inclosing the ground, furnishing the 
house, and building stables. 

Carried unanimously. 

Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 19th April 1842. 

With reference to the resolution relative to the opening of the workhouse, they desire to 
state, that it has been already declared fit for the reception of destitute poor, and the 
Commissioners are not aware of any thing to prevent the administration of relief therein 
from being forthwith commenced. The examination of the accounts for the building «>" 
be brought to a close at the earliest practicable period, and they will then be laid before the 
Board of Guardians, with a statement of the entire loan and expenditure. The Comtnis* 
sior.ers, however, are not prepared to authorize the commencement of a wall and stabling 
until it shall have been ascertained what amount it will be necessary to obtain as a further 
loan for these and other works not included in the contract and the original loan. 

Meantime the Commissioners cannot too strongly urge upon tiie Guardians the necessity 
of the workhouse being used immediately for the reception of paupers, there being nothing 
to prevent their admission forthwith, and a very serious responsibility is iucurred by a 
Board of Guardians debarring the destitute from the relief which the loan has provided j° r 
them, even a single day after the Guardians are in possession of the means of affording it* 



(No. 6262 D. 42.) 

Mr. Gibbs, clerk of 
keys of the workhouse 



Minutes of Guardians, 19th May 1842. 

works, reported to the Board, that he was directed to give up tb e 
to the clerk of the Union on the expiration of his duties. , 

Proposed 
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Proposed by Mr. Longan, and seconded by Mr. Barron, That the clerk be directed to Workhouses 

write to the Commissioners, calling their attention to the resolution of the Board of (Complaints). 

Guardians of the 13th day of January 1842, as follows; viz. — 

“ That with reference to the order of l he Poor Law Commissioners of the 15th Decern- Dungarvan Union, 
ber 1841, declaring the workhouse of this Union fit for the reception of the poor after 
the 27th of December last, the clerk of the Union be directed to inform the Poor Law 
Commissioners that the Guardians assembled here this day for the despatch of business, 
havinti inspected the said house, find that the house is not in a state to be taken posses- 
sion of by the Guardians, or fit for the reception of the poor, in consequence of the 
building admitting the rain in many parts, especially on the south-east side, and to request 
the Poor Law Commissioners will send down their architect to inspect the building, which 
it appears he has not seen for four months, and to state to the Commissioners that the 
Board will appoint a commiitee to meet him on ihe day which the Commissioners may 
fix on for the inspection of the building” — Carried unanimously— And the impossibility 
of declaring a rate until they are furnished with the accounts of the workhouse, and 
the other works that may be deemed necessary, such as the fittings and inclosures ; 
and that the attention of the Commissioners be directed to their order of 15th Decem- 
ber 1841, declaring the workhouse fit for the reception of the destitute poor on and 
from the 27th day of December 1841, and to the resolution of the 13th day of January 
last; and that Mr Wilkinson, their architect, having attended in consequence of that 
resoluiion on the 10th of February 1842, and having found the statement of the Board to 
be correct, ordered certain works to be executed to make it habitable ; that it has not yet 
been officially notified to this Board that these works are completed, nor any new order 
declaring the house fit for the reception of the poor, and that the clerk of the Union be 
directed not to take the keys of the workhouse until- he receives instructions from the 
Board of Guardians so to do, and that the answers of the Poor Law Commissioners be 
requested as soon as possible. 

Carried unanimously. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 1st June 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration the resolutions passed at the 
meeting of the Board of Guardians of the Dungarvan Union on the 19th instant, relative 
to the opening of the workhouse for the reception of paupers; and in reference thereto, the 
Commissioners desire to state that it is not necessary that a fresh order should be issued by 
them, declaring the fitness of the building for receiving the poor, in consequence of the 
works directed by their architect to be done for the further security of the workhouse sub- 
sequently to the date of the order of declaration already issued. 

The Commissioners further desire to state, that the building accounts will be furnished 
and brought to a close as soon as possible, but that the administration of relief to the des- 
titute has not been hitherto by any Board of Guardians made dependent upon the furnish- 
ing of such accounts, and it is necessary that a rate should at once be made, and arrange- 
ments entered into for its collection, in order that the Board of Guardians may be in a 
condition to meet the expenses consequent upon ihe opening of the workhouse. 

The Commissioners at the same time request, that the Guardians will take into considera- 
tion the grave responsibility which the Legislature has imposed on them by the 41st section 
of the Irish Poor Relief Act, to relieve the destitute poor of the Union, and the unli- 
mited powers conferred on the Guardians by the Gist section ot the Act in furtherance of 
the intentious of the Legislature. 

The Commissioners also desire to refer the Guardians to the 26th section of the Act, which 
imposes on the Commissioners a painful duty to be discharged by them whenever, by the 
default of a Board of Guardians, the administration of relief to the destitute, according to 
the intentions of the Act, is frustrated. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Dungarvan Union. 



Resolution- of Guardians, 25th August 1842. 

(No. 10728 D. 42.) 

The accounts of the contractor for extra works in the erection of the workhouse, and 
also for fittings, were laid before the Board by Mr. O’Donoghue. 

That the Board of Guardians, having examined the accounts transmitted by the Commis- 
sioners, decline paying the following items charged therein ; viz. 

Plastering in cement to walls of entrance and main building, wings £• s. d. 
and towers, yard and walls ------ 172 13 - 

To cash paid, extra duty on timber - - - - - - 20 13 6 

To cash paid, wages and loss on change of site, delay - 5° ~ 
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Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 6th September 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the Board 
of Guardians of the Dungarvan Union on the 25th ultimo, and with reference to the 
accounts of the contractor for building, the Commissioners have referred to their archi- 
tect, and transmit herewith a copy of his observations upon the three items which have been 
objected to by the Guardians, in order that the necessary steps may now be forthwith taken 
for obtaining the further loan required. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Dungarvan Union. 

Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 

Architect’s Observations on Resolutions contained in Minutes of Guardians’ Proceedings 
of the 25th August 1842. 

On the three items of the contractor’s account objected to by the Board of Guardians, 
I have to offer the following observations : — 

1 . The charge for cementing has been occasioned by the necessity of adopting some external 
protection to those walls which were exposed to the aspect in which wet weather and high 
winds generally prevail, and the necessity for which work has not originated from the im- 
proper construction of the walls, which are very satisfactorily built, and are uniformly con- 
structed in the same mode throughout the building. It was always contemplated that some 
external protection would be necessary to some portions of the building, but until the house 
was erected it could not be ascertained to what extent it would be required ; the expense occa- 
sions no additional outlay beyond what would have been incurred if included in the contract. 

2. The allowance to the contractor of the duty for timber is in accordance with an Act 
passed 3d July 1840, 3 & 4 Viet., c. 19, from which the following section is extracted : — 
| III. “ And whereas contracts may have been made before the fifth day of June one 
thousand eight hundred and forty, for goods on which the additional duties of customs 
hereby imposed will attach, to be delivered on or after that day ; be it therefore enacted, 
that all and every person and persons who shall or may, on or before the said fifth day of 
June one thousand eight hundred and forty, have made or entered into any such contracts 
or agreements, shall and they are hereby respectively authorized and empowered, in the case 
of any such contracts or agreements, to add so much money as will be equivalent to the said 
additional d uties respectively to the price of such goods, and shall be entitled by virtue of 
this Act to be paid for the same accordingly.” 

3. The allowance for the loss incurred by the change of site is occasioned by the delay 
and expense the contractor was exposed to by having to erect the house in a different situa- 
tion to that originally intended, and on which he had made preparations ; the delay having 
thrown him into an unfavourable season for completing his works, and kept his establish- 
ment idle until the second site was determined on. 

6th September 1842. Geo. Wilkinson. 



Resolutions of Guardians, 8th September 1842. 

(No. 11426 D. 42.) 

That the Board of Guardians, having visited the workhouse, are of opinion that same is 
in a fit condition to receive the destitute poor. 

That the resolutions of 7th December and 16th December 1841, “that no rate be 
declared for this Union until the Commissioners give up the house fully finished, and all 
the works necessary to be done by them, out of the loan of 8,300 1. granted as a charge on 
this Union,” be rescinded. 

That the declaration of a rate be postponed, and the attention of the Commissioners be 
called to the resolution of the 13th January 1842, requesting the Commissioners to rescind 
their order of the 15th December 1841, declaring the workhouse fit for the reception of the 
poor on the 27th December 1841, and that the Commissioners be again requested to give a 
new order, declaring the house to be now fit for the reception of the poor in consequence of 
new works having been erected by the express directions of the Commissioners’ architect, 
in order to render the building staunch. 



Communications received by the Commissioners through Mr. O’Donoghue, 
Assistant Commissioner. 



(No. 11705 D. 42.) 



To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



The Poor Law Commissioners having through their assistant, Mr. O’Donoghue, in his 
letter daied the 30th of August, accompanying his report upon the accounts of the Union 
up to the 25th March last, commented upon the delays and obstacles still presented to the 

making 
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njakine of a rate in the Dungarvan Union, and pointed out that on the Guardians alone Workhouses 
rests the responsibility of withholding from the destitute poor that relief which the Legis- (Co mplain ts), 
lature has intended for them, and concluded by stating that the Commissioners are most D Union 

auxious to afford their utmost assistance to the Board in carrying out the provisions ot the ° 

Legislature, and that for this purpose they are ready to co-operate with the Board of Guar- 
dians in every way consistent with the law which they are appointed to administer; we, the 
undersigned, who are no less anxious than the Commissioners themselves to bring the Act 
into operation in the Union, which we have shown by our votes in favour of the making of a 
rate on the several occasions on which it has been proposed, believe that our mutual object 
may be advanced by endeavouring to promote a better feeling than now exists between the 
majority of the Guardians who have hitherto refused to make a rate, and the Commissioners 
who have called upon them to do so, by entering into some explanations. 

With this object, we beg to state to the Commissioners, that we consider the refusal to 
make a rate springs from a feeling that the Commissioners are not inclined to give due con- 
sideration to the opinions of the Guardians ; that their remonstrances are not sufficiently 
attended to ; and that a duty to the constituent rate-payers requires that the rate shall be 
withheld as a guarantee for the fair settlement of the accounts. 

In the hope of promoting a spirit of confidence and right understanding between the Guar- 
dians and the Commissioners, we beg to call the attention ol the latter to the course which has 
been pursued by the Guardians since, when, on the 15th of December 1841, the poorhouse 
was declared fit for the reception of the poor, as well as that pursued by the Commissioners. 

On the 13th of January 184a, the Guardians inspected the building, and came to the 
unanimous opinion, that from the walls admitting the exterior water, it was not fit for the 
reception of the poor, and a resolution was adopted, requesting the Commissioners to 
rescind their order, and send down their architect to inspect the building, a committee of 
Guardians being appointed to meet him, and the Commissioners being requested to give 
notice of the day of his coming. 

Mr. Wilkinson, about the loth of February, made his inspection, and attended the Board, 
and certainly appeared to sanction the opinion of the Guardians, as expressed in their 
resolution of the 13th of January, viz-. “ that the house was not fit for the reception of the 
poor,” by directing the exterior of the building to he cemented. 

The Commissioners, however, refused to accede to the request of the Guardians, that they 
would rescind the order declaring the house fit for the reception of the poor, and thus gave 
grounds for complaint on the part of the Guardians, who might reasonably think themselves 
justified in refusing to take possession of a house which the Commissioners’ architect 
certainly admitted not to he water-tight. 

On the 19th May, the clerk of the works reported to the Guardians that he had been 
directed to give up the keys of the poorhouse to the clerk of the Union ; upon which the 
Guardians passed a resolution that the attention of the Commissioners should be drawn to 
the resolution adopted by them on the 13th of January, viz. that the house was unfit for the 
reception of the poor, which opinion it appeared the architect had concurred 111, by ordering 
additional works after his inspection; that no second order had been forwarded by the Com- 
missioners respecting the execution of those works, and the consequent rendering ot the 
house fit for the reception of the poor. 

On the 1st of June the Commissioners informed the Guardians that no such declaration 
was necessary. . . . , 

From this it would appear to the Guardians, that the Commissioners, notwithstanding 
the unanimous opinion as expressed by the Board of Guardians on the 13th of January, 
meant to persist in maintaining that the house was fit for the reception ol the poor on the 
15th of December 1841. , 

Now, believing that the Commissioners, to use the language of Mr. O Donogtiue, are 
ready to co-operate with the Guardians in every thing consistent with the law, we hope 
that, on coming to a right understanding of the views of the Guardians in respect to the 
building, they will fairly meet them, and take such steps as they may think proper, to show 
the Guardians that they have given due consideration to the unanimous opinion expressed 
by the Guardians on the 13th of January; and that inasmuch as their architect, on the 
loth of February, thought it necessary, in order to render the building staunch, to direct 
additional works to he undertaken, admit that the house could not he considered fit for the 
reception of the poor on the 15th of December 1841, and in consequence duly inform the 
Guardians that the said additional works have been properly executed, altering the date 
of the former declaration, lest questions should hereafter arise as to the payment ot the 
instalment of the loan. 

We cannot but think that such a step is called for, both injustice and policy; and we 
would take this opportunity of urging upon the attention of the Commissioners, in reference 
to the accounts for the building lately forwarded to the Board, that a very strong; feeling 
exists in the minds of the Guardians, that the expense of cementing the outer wall of the 
poorhouse should not fall upon the Union, but be deducted from the contractor’s account, as, 
if the brick-lining had been properly built, viz. a little separate from the wall, as any good 
workman would take care it should be, no wet could possibly have penetrated, and consequently 
»o cement would have been necessary. VVeare convinced the Commissioners will concur m 
its being the duty of the Guardians to prevent as far as they can any unnecessary expense 
falling upon the rate-pavers, and that they will co-operate with them in preventing t ns. 

We have now endeavoured to point out to the Commissioners whence spring the objections 
to the makino- of a rate, viz. a feeling that due attention is not paid to ihe view's ot the 
Guardians; and having traced the source of this waut of confidence, we sincerely hope the 
3 E K 3 Commissioners 
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Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Dungarvan Union. 



Commissioners may now strengthen the hands of the undersigned, who have hitherto been 
in the minority, by convincing the majority that they are ready to co-operate with them in 
every way consistent with the law. 

William Villiers Stuart. Lewis Fitzmaurice. 

Richard Butler H. Lowe. Francis Kennedy. 

Simon Bagge. John Hudson. 

B. Boate. Edward Russell. 

Lorenzo Power. Michael O’Brien. 



Letter from W. Filliers Stuart , Esq., m. p., a Guardian, to Mr. O'Donogkue, 
Assistant Commissioner. 

(No. 11705 D. 42.) 

My dear Sir, Dromara, 8th September 1842. 

You will find, on looking 10 the proceedings of this day at Dungarvan, that though mv 
motion for a rate was lost by one vote, we have made some little progress by rescinding 
Mr. Carbery’s resolution, and by passing a resolution that the house is now fit for the 
reception of the poor. Whilst inspecting the poorhouse, I drew the attention of the 
Guardians to the situation of Murray’s cottage and garden ; and I think they will not be 
inclined to consider his overholding it a reason for refusing to take possession of the house, 
as appeared to be their opinion on the last Board-day. 

Since that day, however, I have been considering the best course to take, and having 
given my best consideration to all the circumstances of the case, especially to the refusal 
the last day to come to a definite explanation with the Poor Law Commissioners, I came to 
the opinion that the minority might be of service in explaining the views of the majority, 
and by naming those points which stand most in the way of a rate being made. 

1 accordingly drew up the accompanying paper, which I did not produce till our pro- 
ceedings had closed, when I read it to the whole Board, and obtained the signatures of the 
minority ; and, I think I may say, almost the approbation of the majority. 

I most sincerely hope that the Commissioners will well consider before they refuse to 
accede to give way upon these three points ■ viz. Rescinding the first declaration of the 
15th of December, as to the fitness of the house for the reception of the poor, and dating 
it after the completion of the cementing of the walls ; and, thirdly, the giving further 
consideration to the charge imposed upon the Union for so cementing the walls. It may 
seem strange to you that I should press the latter upon the attention of the Commissioners 
after the course I took the last Board-day ; but the fact is, I have been informed by a com- 
petent person, an able architect whom I consulted, that if the. house had been lined in a 
proper manner, viz. by bricks kept a couple of inches from the exterior, no wet could 
possibly have penetrated, when, of course, no cement would have been necessary. Now, as 
we foresaw the peculiar nature of the situation, and in consequence obtained the sanction of 
the Board to this brick-lining, it is certainly hard that, whereas we have good grounds for 
believing that ought to have been sufficient, we should now have as great an expense in 
cementing to undergo as if we had taken no such precaution ; — and now, with regard to 
the first point, namely, the date of the declaration of the fitness of the house, the Commis- 
sioners, in dealing with a Board like that of Dungarvan, should not stand out upon it ; for 
though it is very true, if the Guardians chose to take possession of the house at once, the 
Commissioners having declared it fit, they might at once do so, yet when their inclinations, 
perhaps, tend the other way, in my opinion, they can make out a very good case for 
demanding a second declaration. 

You yourself were present when the Guardians inspected the house, and can bear testi- 
mony to the manner in which the walls leaked ; with all my wish to bring the Act into 
operation, l would not say a word in favour of the state of the house. The architect had 
not seen it for months, though it was declared fit, and no one can deny that he gave a 
sanction to the opinion of the Guardians in directing the cement to be put on; you will 
probably, however, refer to the resolution passed this day, “ that the house is now fit for the 
reception of the poor,” and ask of what use a new declaration would be : — to which I reply 
again, do not forget the Board you have to deal with ; and recollect, that the payment of 
the first instalment of the loan is not due till a year after the declaration of the house being 
ready, and that it is considered a grievance to make this declaration prematurely. Mr. C. 
dwelt a good deal upon the estimate for building having been so exceeded, and I thought, 
in duty to the Union and the Commissioners, to prevent the dealing in generals, it would be 
best to refer the accounts to a committee; and we meet to-morrow again to execute 
this duty. 

1 have every hope that, if the Commissioners meet the views of the majority upon the 
three points I have named, that we shall speedily make a sate; but l have none, if they 
refuse to do so. 

I must sincerely hope, therefore, you will urge upon them the necessity of doing so. 

The Guardians meet again on Thursday, when I trust we may have a favourable answer. 

The document I have sent to the Commissioners through you is, I fear, not very legible, 
hut 1 was obliged to send the original, with all its alterations, on account of the signatures. 

Yours, See. 

J. O’Donoghue, esq. William Villiers Stuart. 

P. S. — Do not forget that the Board are prevented coming to a decision as to the amount 
of the loan, from the fact of the estimates for the wall and stables not being sent to them. 

We 
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We have now no clerk of the works to assist us. I am told Mr. Wilkinson promised to 
send an estimate for the stables. 

Pray, is the furniture to be included in the estimate for the loan, or must it necessarily 
come out of the rates ? 



I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Dungarvan Union. 



Communication from the Commissioners to W. V. Stuart, Esq. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 20th September 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration your letter of the 8th instant, 
addressed to Mr. O’Donoghue, Assistant Commissioner, together with a statement signed 
by certain of the Guardians of the Dungarvan Union, and a report from Mr. O’Donoghue, 
relative to the declaration of a rate, and the opening of the workhouse of that Union. 

The above document states that the “ refusal to make a rate springs from a feeling that 
the Commissioners are not inclined to give due consideration to the opinions of the Guar- 
dians; that their remonstrances are not sufficiently attended to; and that a duty to the 
constituent rate-payers requires that the rate shall be withheld as a guarantee for the fair 
settlement of the accounts.” 

The Commissioners regret that any of the Guardians should entertain the impression 
conveyed in the foregoing passage, and desire to state, that they have at all times been 
anxious to pay every due regard, consistent with their duty, to the opinions and wishes 
of the Board of Guardians, as well as to afford them every information required ; in 
proof of which, the Commissioners have only to refer to the various communications 
made to the Guardians in writing, as well as personally, by the officers of the Commission. 

With regard to the making of a rate, the Commissioners desire to state, that that duty 
is quite separate, and wholly independent of the duty of providing the workhouse. The law 
has imposed on the Commissioners the responsibility of building the workhouse, and has 
not empowered them to devolve any part of this responsibility upon the Board of Guardians ; 
and the settlement of the accounts rests, of necessity, with the Commissioners alone, as a 
part of their duty, which they cannot recede from ; and the reason assigned affords no 
sufficient ground for refusing to make a rate. 

With respect to the request that the Commissioners would rescind their order declaring 
the workhouse fit for the reception of destitute poor, the Commissioners desire to state, 
that they have been anxious to discharge the duty imppsed on them by law, of declaring 
the fitness of the workhouse at the earliest possible period in each Union, since no relief 
can be administered until such declaration is made ; and in order to accelerate the adminis- 
tration of relief, as is stated in the Commissioners’ annual report for this year (par. 8), the 
workhouses “ have been declared at the earliest possible moment, and often before they 
were completely finished in every part.” But, while this has been the case in some Unions, 
the workhouses have, in no cases, been declared till they were in a state to receive paupers. 

The Commissioners accordingly declared the fitness of the Dungarvan Union Workhouse, 
when there was nothing to prevent the administration of relief being commenced by the 
admission of paupers. The Commissioners, therefore, see no reason to rescind their order 
of declaration, and they trust that, on these views being presented to the minds of the Guar- 
dians, they will concur with the Commissioners in the opinion which they have already 
given, that no new declaration of fitness is necessary, and the Commissioners are not 
prepared to issue such an order. 

At the same time they have to state, with reference to the admission of water caused by 
the violence of the weather, that they have referred to their architect, and that the expense 
incurred for cementing the small portion of the exterior walls presenting the more exposed 
aspect forms no addition to the cost of the building, since it must have been added to the 
amount of the contract had such cementing been originally contemplated; and with 
regard to the suggested mode of brick-lining, the Commissioners enclose a copy of the 
architect’s observations thereon. 

There was nothing, however, to prevent the occupation of the house in this work, the 
supposed necessity of which arose after it had been declared. 

Under these circumstances there can be no ground whatever for the refusal of the 
Guardians to make a rate as required by law, in order that the administration of relief may 
he commenced, the workhouse being now considered by the Board of Guardians themselves 
to be in a fir state for the reception of paupers, and the Commissioners would regret if any 
further delay should impose on them the necessity of resorting to those ulterior powers 
which the law confers and requires to be exercised, but which the Commissioners trust 
will be rendered unnecessary by the G uardians of the Dungarvan Union complying with 
Us requirements. 

The Commissioners will forthwith communicate with their architect as to the amount to 
be estimated for the stables and other works that the Guardians are desirous of providing 
ffir in the additional loan, which can only include the permanent works of the building and 
the fixtures and fittings. It will be necessary that the furniture should be paid for out of 
the current rates ; and when the amount required shall have been thus ascertained, the 
Commissioners will be prepared to issue the necessary order to borrow. 

By order of the Board, 

To W. Villiers Stuart, esq., m. r. Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Jfcc. &c. &c. 

616. E e 4 Architect’s 
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* See foregoing. 



Architect’s Observations, enclosed in foregoing. 

With reference to the statement in Mr. Stuart’s letter of the 8th September, relating to 
the Dungarvan Union Workhouse, “ that had the walls been laid in a proper manner with 
the inside brick wall two inches from the walls, no cement would have been necessary,” I 
have to remark, that this mode of construction, viz. of building two walls, is one occa- 
sionally followed in gentlemen’s houses, but was not a desirable plan to follow at the 
Dungarvan Workhouse, for the expense attending the proper construction of the hollow 
wall of the same strength as the present one would have been much greater than the cost 
of the cement, which is the most economical outlay that could have been incurred. No walls 
of equal exposure in or near Dungarvan are secure without such covering, which could 
only be properly applied on the completion of the walling. 

20th September 1842. Geo. Wilkinson. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(Nos. 11426 and 11705 D. 42.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 20th September 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of 
the Board of Guardians of the Dungarvan Union on the 8th instant, and with reference to 
the resolutions respecting the workhouse and the making of a rate, the Commissioners 
desire to state that they have received communications from Mr. Villiers Stuart, and 
certain other of the Guardians, and from their Assistant Commissioner, Mr. O’Donoghue, 
and the Commissioners transmit herewith, to be laid before the Board of Guardians, a copy 
of a communication* which has been addressed to Mr. Villiers Stuart thereon. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Dungarvan Union. 



Minutes of Guardians, 22d September 1842. 

(No. 12104 D. 42.) 

The following report of the committee appointed on the 8th instant to classify and 
investigate the accounts of the contractor for extra works, was handed in, as follows; viz. — 
The committee of Guardians appointed to investigate the building accounts, as forwarded 
to the Board by the Commissioners, with the view of their arranging the principal items 
under their proper heads, so as to enable the Board to form a more correct opinion of the 
fairness of the charges for the several works executed than could be formed by an inspec- 
tion of the general account, met for this purpose on the 9th of September instant, and beg 
to report the result of their labours, as follows : — 

The whole sum claimed by Mr. Deane, the contractor, for works connected with the 
building of the poorhouse, beyond his contract, amounted to 2,332 1. 12 s. [,d.; of this 
sum, Mr. Wilkinson, the Commissioners’ architect, disallowed to the amount of 
432/. 16s. 2d., by reducing the charges on the several works executed, admitting items to 
the amount of 1,899/. t6s. 3<L j the duty therefore devolving upon your committee has 
been to carefully investigate the accounts in detail, which having done, they classify under 
the following heads : 



Charges for extra : 

Foundation excavation 
Mason-work connected with same - 
Lining house with brick 
Cut stone- work - - - - 

Extra mason-work - 

Carpenter’s work - 

Cementing exterior - 

Lead-work - 

Iron-work - - - - - 

Sundries - 





£. s. d. 


- 


48 17 7 


- 


365 - 1 


- 


504 6 - 


- 


127 18 8 


- 


42 10 - 


- 


399 iy 2 


- 


172 13 - 


- 


31 15 10 i 


- 


88 7 4 J- 


- 


118 8 6 


£. 


1.899 16 3 s 



From this it would appear, at first sight, that the Union is charged with the amount of 
1,899/. 16s. 3 id.; but such is not the fact, as Mr. Wilkinson deducts from this sum 
151/. 2 s. 6 d. for mason-work not executed according to the original contract, in conse- 
quence of the house having been lined with brick, and a further sum of 167/. 17s. 9 d. for 
other works not executed as was originally intended ; so that the amount due for works 
executed beyond the contract amounts to 1,580/. 16s.; to this, however, is added a charge 
for insurance, 44/. 13s. \d . ; paid extra duty on timber, 20/. 13s. 6c/.; cash paid for loss of 
wages, in consequence of the change of site, 50/.; leaving the entire charge against the 
Union, for works connected with the building, 1,696/. 25. 7 d. 
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The Board will perceive that one of the heaviest charges against the Union, viz. that of 
413 1. 17s. 8 d., has been incurred by extra works on the foundations; the lining the house 
with brick has been done at an expense of 504/. 6s., a work executed at the especial request 
of the Guardians; but as 151 1 . 2s. 6d. was saved thereby in mason-work, the extra expense 
incurred by the Union is only 353 1 . 3 s. 6 d. 

The third heaviest is that for carpentering, and that has been caused principally by the 
plan adopted by the architect in fitting up the dormitories with guard-room beds, that is, 
inclined wooden planes, not included in the original contract : the Board should take into 
consideration that they will thereby be saved a considerable outlay in the supply of bed- 
steads : the master’s room has also been floored, and an additional shed supplied. 

Your committee have also examined the account for the fittings of the poorhouse, and 
find that Mr. Deane’s demand was 1,050/. ns. 8 d. ; from this Mr. Wilkinson, by reducing 
the charges on many items, has struck off the sum of 193 /. 19s. o J d., recognizing charge 
as fair to the amount of 856/. 12s. 8 j</., and from this sum he has deducted 61 l. 13s. 4 d. 
for drainage, stipulated for in the contract, but not executed, leaving the balance due, 
794/. 19*. 3 Jrf. 



The following are the principal items of the account : 

For drainage ------- 

Brick and cement tank - 

Circular main water-tank ----- 

Probation ward : 

Cast-iron stove, and erecting same - - - - 

Men’s side, for ditto - - - - - 

Two baths of deal ------- 

Forty-gallon boiler, and setting same - - . - 

Boys’ and girls’ rooms : 

Two large-sized stoves ------ 

Nursery: 

Two large-sized stoves ------ 

Aged females’ rooms ; stoves - - - - 

Cistern for spring water - 

Left-hand store-room : 

No. 1. Boiler, 308 gallons; boiler, 255 gallons ; carriage 
from Cork, and erecting same - - - - 

Male side ward : 

Stove, and carriage for same - 
Female side : 

Stove, and carriage for same - 
Crane for working boiler 
Erecting belfry, and 56 lbs bell 
Forcing-pump - - - 




£. 1. d. 
190 6 11 
46 17 6 1 

6 10 - 



410 - 
4 10 - 
7 “ - 
7 12 6 

»3 - - 



13 10 - 
29 19 10 
76 18 6 J 



70 7 6 i 

6 10 r- 



14 19 1 
13 15 “ 

13 10 - 

21 10 - 
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Your committee having thus, as they conceive, executed the duties which the Board 
imposed upon them in submitting the accounts to their examination, beg, in reference to 
the charges for the fittings, to call the attention of the Board to a letter addressed by 
Mr. Wilkinson to the Poor Law Commissioners, as contained in the Appendix to the 
Seventh Annual Report, and for this purpose they, in conclusion, beg to make the following 
extract from it: — 

“ It has been determined by your Board, that articles of a permanent nature, such as 
boilers, dressers, grates, &c., in short, all fixtures should be provided by the contractor for 
the building, where nothing appeared to render a departure from this course necessary, and 
that they should be paid for, on valuation, in the same way as any additional works, under 
the clause inserted for this purpose in the contract. 

“It is evidently desirable, if not absolutely necessary, to the proper execution of the work, “ Fixtures, ’’ not 
•hat the furniture should be constructed by the same workmen who are employed in erect- "furniture," in the 
■ n g the building, who are familiar with the construction of the flues and walls to which Report referred to, 
the fixtures are to be attached. (1841). See Ap- 

“ Great inconvenience would probably arise from the introduction of other workmen, who P entl ‘ x p . No. k 
would be mingled with the contractor’s men before the building would be out of his charge, A “ finally, 

•t being generally necessaiy to proceed with the fixtures before the completion of tne not al,solutel J/’ 
building. 

“This cost may possibly, in a few cases, entail a greater cost than if the fixtures were 
contracted for on public advertisement; but I am of opinion that these articles generally will 
he found to be much better, and more satisfactorily executed.” 

(signed) Robert Longan, Chairman. 

Proposed by Mr. Smith, and seconded by Mr. Longan, That the Commissioners having 
palled on the Guardians to take possession of the workhouse, the clerk be directed to 
■nform them, the Board have not as yet received any information as to what the nature of 
jhe tenure is upon which they are to hold the site on which the building stands ; 
that they think it absolutely necessary that this should be immediately afforded, and 
that they should have a copy of the lease, if the tenure be leasehold, and be supplied 
"'th a map of the ground ; and further, that the clerk be directed to acquaint the Cow- 

616. F F missioners 
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missioners that part of the site is now occupied by a tenant of the Duke of Devonshire, who 
refuses to give possession of his holding. 

Carried unanimously. 

Proposed by Mr. Smith, and seconded by Mr. Longan, That the Board regret the refusal 
of the Commissioners to re-declare the house fit for the reception of the poor, and the 
Board does not agree with the reason stated by them in their letter, dated 20th September 
1842, inasmuch as their own architect ordered certain works to be done, to make the 
building fit and permanent subsequent to that declaration. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 
gj r Poor Law Commission Office, 3d October 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideraton minutes of proceedings of 
the Board of Guardians of the Dungarvan Union on the 22d ultimo, forwarded to this 
office by the clerk, and with reference to the resolution relative to the tenure by which 
the site of the workhouse is held, the Commissioners forward to you herewith, for the 
information of the Board of Guardians, a copy of the lease from the Duke of Devonshire 
to the Poor Law Commissioners, together with a plan of the land demised. 

With reference to the statement that part of the site is still occupied by a tenant of the 
Duke of Devonshire, who refuses to give possession of his holding, the Commissioners 
desire to inform you that they have written to Mr. Currey, the agent of his Grace, on the 
subject. 

By order of the Board, 

Robert Power, esq. Arthur Moore , Chief Clerk. 

Chairman of the Board of Guardians 
of Dungarvan Union. 



Minutes of Guardians, 3d November 1842. 

(No. 14845 D. 42.) . . ... 

Mr. O’Donoghue, Assistant Commissioner, in attendance. 

Letter read accompanying copy of the lease of the workhouse and plan of the site, 
which were laid before the Board, together with duplicates thereof, which were forwarded 
to Mr. Power, chairman of the Board. 

Proposed by Mr. Stuart, and seconded by Mr. Kennedy, That a rate be declared for this 

Union. ... 

On a division, there appeared five votes for the proposition and seven votes against it. 
The chairman declared the proposition to have been lost. 

Proposed by Mr. Smith, and seconded by Mr. Barron, That the clerk be directed to inform 
the Poor Law Commissioners of the reasons the Board object to declare a rate, viz. the Union 
not having been declared fit, since the Poor Law Commissioners’ architect stated, in pre- 
sence of this Board, on the 10th day of February last, that it was unfit, and ordered cer- 
tain works to be done to make it fit, and which works have never been officially reported as 
having been completed, and that there are certain overcharges, which have been objected to 
by the Board, and which they conceive the contractor was bound to do according to his 
contract, and which the Poor Law Commissioners still continue to charge against the 
Union. 

Carried unanimously. 

Note by Architect, 29th November 1842. 

The Guardians are in error in making this statement. I admitted the necessity for some 
external protection, in order to render the walls free from damp, unless they were allowed 
time to dry. I stated that if the rooms on the exposed aspect were unfit, they did not 
prevent the occupation of the house, as they were only a small portion, and if they were 
to be cemented, it was external work, and would not disturb the occupation of the house. 

Geo. W. 

Proposed by Mr. Carbery, and seconded by Mr. Stuart, That the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners be requested to add to their estimate of expenses necessary for completion of all 
expenses on the building, &c., the sum of 600/., to cover the expense of the inclosure, 
walls, gates, stables, sheds and furniture, and that the Commissioners be requested to 
issue their order to borrow for the same. 

Carried unanimously. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 14th November 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of t e 
Board of Guardians of the Dungarvan Union on the 3d instant, and with reference to t e 
resolution requesting the Commissioners to include a sum of 600 l. to cover the expense 0 
buildins the boundary walls, entrance gates to the site of the workhouse, &c. in the orde^ 
to be issued for borrowing an additional loan for payment of the balance due to the con- 
tractor for building the workhouse, the Commissioners desire to state, that although * 
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fund provided by Government for the execution of additional works at the several workhouses 
0 f Unions in Ireland is considerably reduced, yet the Commissioners will use their best 
exertions to procure the amount required by the Guardians. The Commissioners have, at 
the same time, to observe, that as tne period is at hand when the annual instalment pay- 
able on the loan already granted to the Board of Guardians will be called for by the Com- 
missioners for the issue of Exchequer Bills, the Guardians should not further delay the 
making and collection of the rate, which is called for on various accounts, namely, the 
liquidation of the debt due by the Union to the treasurer, on which interest is daily accu- 
mulating, the payment of the instalment alluded to above (a deed of charge for securing 
the due payment of which has been executed by the Guardians), and the necessity of pro- 
viding for the relief of the destitute poor during the approaching inclement season of the 
year. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Dungarvan Union. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 803 D. 42.) 

Sir, Dungarvan, 14th January 1842. 

I beg leave to forward a copy of the minutes of proceedings of the Board of Guardians 
at their meeting on the 12th instant. 

I am directed to call the attention of the Commissioners to the necessity of withholding 
from the contractor the balance due to him, as the workhouse, when inspected by the Guar- 
dians and Mr. O’Donoghue on the 15th of December last, was in a very unfit state to be 
occupied, from the roof admitting the rain in several places, notwithstanding that the slates 
appeared in perfect order. I am further directed to explain to the Commissioners that the 
Guardians and Mr. O’Donoghue inspected the building on the day above stated after the 
Board had adjourned, or they would have called the attention of the Commissioners to the 
state of the building on that occasion. 

I have forwarded the charge on the poor-rates for i,8ooL to Messrs. Barnes, Winter & 
Bernard. 

* # # # « 

I have, &c. 

To A. Moore, esq. M. C. Kennedy, Clerk of the Union. 

Chief Clerk. 

Resolutions of Guardians, in Minutes of 12th January 1842, enclosed with 
foregoing Letter. 

That the clerk be requested to call the attention of the Commissioners to the necessity of 
withholding for the present from the contractor the balance due to him, as the workhouse, 
when inspected by the Guardians and Mr. O’Donoghue, on the 15th of December last, 
was in a very unfit state to be occupied, from the roof admitting the rain in several places, 
notwithstanding that the slates appeared in perfect order, and that the Commissioners be 
requested to send their architect to inspect the building, with a view to the defects in it 
being remedied. 

That the clerk be directed further to explain to the Commissioners, that the Guardians 
and Mr. O’Donoghue inspected the building on the day above staled, after the Board had 
adjourned, or they would have called the attention of the Commissioners to the state of the 
building on that occasion. 

Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir 2 1 st February 1843. 

Referring to your letter of the 14th ultimo relative to the payment of the balance due to 
the contractor for erecting the workhouse of the Dungarvan Union, I am directed by the 
Poor Law Commissioners to forward to you herewith, for the information of the Board of 
Guardians, copies of two reports received by the architect from Mr. J. Gibbs, relative to 
the defects alleged to exist in the building, dated the 26th ultimo and the 10th instant 
respectively. . 

I am, at the same time, to state that the Commissioners have received a report from the 
architect, in which he observes, that as the workhouse has now been so long unoccupied 
since it was completed, it cannot be expected that it should be altogether free from damp, 
and that the dampness alluded to in your communication is not considered to arise from 
improper execution of the work. He further states that the workhouse contractor is 
employing a man in charge of the building, and that the expense incurred thereby should 
he defrayed by the Guardians ; and under the circumstances the Commissioners have paid 
*he balance certified to be due to the contractor. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk of the Guardians of Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Dungarvan Union. 

616. F f 2 Enclosures 
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Enclosures in foregoing. 

Report of Clerk of Works to the Architect. 

Dungarvan Union Workhouse, 

g; r 26th January 1843. 

According to your instructions, I have inspected the above building, and find the defects 
complained of to have arisen principally from want of fires being lighted in the several 
rooms ; for which reason, the chimney-breasts appear discoloured, and in two or three 
instances damp, particularly the flue of the probationary ward, one pair, women’s side, 
which is carried over in order to bring it into the centre of the ridge, thereby forming, as it 
were, a receptacle for the water which runs through the bottom of the flue, where it projects 
over the thickness of the wall separating the probationary ward from the clerk’s office ; the 
water also finds its wav down the chimnies of the master’s and matron’s rooms, one pair 
floor, so much so, as to run out on the floor in considerable quantities : this, in my opinion, 
would be nearly if not altogether prevented, by fixing slates on the top of those chimnies 
that admit water, for the purpose of deterring the water that accumulates on the stone 
capping during heavy rains from being blown down the chimnies ; this, with the use of 
fires, would, I have no doubt, remedy the evil without incurring the (in my opinion) unne- 
cessary expense of cementing the chimnies. There is also an appearance of damp at the 
north-east sides of the gables in the dormitories both of the main building and infirmary ; 
this, with your permission, I propose to remedy, by lifting up the lead (under which, 1 have 
no doubt, the water is forced by the violence of the wind), and stopping between the slates 
and the stone-work with a cement proper for the purpose. This, and a slight appearance of 
damp at the south-east end of the infirmary, which has not been cemented, is all that I see 
to complain of, except what fires would remedy; and, unless fires are lighted, there is 
every reason to apprehend serious injury to the timber-work of the building, the house 
having been now unoccupied for two winters. 

I remain, &c. 

To George Wilkinson, esq., Architect, John Gibbs , Clerk of Works. 

Poor Law Commission. 



Dungarvan Union Workhouse, 

Sir, 10th February 1843. 

In order to remedy the defects complained of by the Guardians, and mentioned in my 
report of the 26th ultimo, I have been carefully over all the roofs of the above building, 
cutting away the lower part of the cement filleting, and filling in the same with a cement 
which (next to the use of step and top flashings) I consider most effectual for the purpose; 
and, where top flashings are used, I have had the lead turned up, and the space between the 
slates and the masonry carefully filled with the cement to stop the current of air; and, wherean 
appearance of damp presented itself at the east turret, I have had the joints raked out, 
pointed in cement and oiled, which, l think, will prevent any appearance of damp for the 
future. In examining the ventilators of the infirmary, I found several of the weather slates 
disturbed by the action of the wind upon them ; these I have had drilled and properly 
secured with nails dipped in white lead. I have also had slates put on all the chimnies 
that appeared to me to Tequire them; and two or three of the hopper-heads that were 
choked up by the birds building in them, 1 have caused to be emptied. I am of opinion, 
that what I have done will remedy every real defect : if, after this, there should be any 
show of damp at the gables, it must penetrate from the outside through the stone ; but this, 
I think, if il should continue, will be so slight, that no injury would arise from it, and it 
would, in all probability, cure itself without incurring the expense of any external appli- 
cation. Any other appearance of damp throughout the building would, I am of opinion, be 
altogether removed by the use of fires. 

I remain, &c. 

To George Wilkinson, esq., Architect, John Gibbs. 

Poor Law Commission. 



LISBURN UNION. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 6537 D. 40.) Lisburn, 18th November 1840. 

At a meeting of the committee appointed by the Poor Law Guardians of Lisburn Union, 
held in the workhouse on Monday, 16th November, to examine into the state of the work- 
house, and report thereon, — 

It was resolved, That the clerk be instructed to write to the Poor Law Commissioners, 
to express to them their disapprobation of the unfinished state of the house, the ridge-tiles 
not being yet on the entrance front, the spouting not yet up, and the rain in consequence 
coming in, to the great injury of the floors and ceilings ; the door-frames are many of them 
giving way ; the ventilators in the dormitories do not act ; grates and chimney-pieces not 
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yet set ; an d the general appearance of the house very unsatisfactory, and the work coarse 

dn Theyhope and request that the Commissioners will direct the contractor to attend to Lisburn Union 
ihese things, and urge on him the necessity of having the finishing of the house proceeded 
with without delay, the Guardians being anxious to have it fit for the reception ot the poor 
in the ensuing month ; but, to present appearances, they do not consider it will be ready 



in two months, if then. 



James Ward, Clerk to Guardians. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
gj r 20tli November 1840. 

The Poor Law Commissioners desire to state, that they feel obliged by the communica- 
tion of the Guardians of the Lisburn Union, dated the 16th instant, in which they point 
to the several parts of the Union Workhouse left by the contractors in an unfinished and 
exposed state. The Commissioners having required the principal of the contractors to 
attend at this office, and then directed him to complete the works forthwith, he pro- 
ceeded to Lisburn without delay, and has since addressed a letter to the Commissioners, a 
copy of which will be sent herewith for the information of the Board of Guardians, under- 
taking to carry the Commissioners’ direction into immediate effect. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, W. Stanley , Assistant Secretary. 

Lisburn Union. 

Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 

g; r Talbot-street, -20th November 1840. 

1 have read over Mr. Gulson’s report of Lisburn Workhouse, and, from my inspection of 
it on last Tuesday, must admit it is perfectly correct. I regret that 1 was not in time for 
the meeting that appears to have been held that day ; I did remain for a length of time, 
being told that Mr. Gulson would return, but did not while l remained. Not knowing 
anything of the complaint, or that there was any pressing demand for the house to be 
given up, I requested my son, to whom I pointed out some ot those matters complained of, 
in presence of the clerk of works, and requested Mr. Penny, the clerk, to see that they 
were attended to immediately. I have written to my son last night, and sent him a copy 
of the report, and intend writing a pressing letter this evening ; the stoves and spouting 
he was expecting from Scotland by the first vessel. Every possible exertion shall be made 
to get finished. 

I remain, &c. 

To George Nicholls, esq. Arthur Williams. 



Minute of Guardians, 10th May 1842. 

(No. 6011 D. 42.) . 

The committee appointed to investigate the building accounts sent by the Commis- 
sioners report as follows : — That they had examined the accounts submitted to them ; that 
they considered castings are charged too high, mason-work far beyond the price charged 
in this place, and other items extravagantly dear ; and that, under these circumstances, 
they would wish for another week to investigate them further, and have the opinion of a 
competent person on them, which the Board agreed to. 

The same committee were also requested to investigate the account furnished by 
Messrs. Williams & Son, and report on it also. 



Minute of Guardians, 5th July 1842. 

(No. 8457 D. 42.) 

The building committee brought forward their report of the examination of the accounts 
for the building, &c., showing a difference of charges to the amount of 171/. 6s. 2«f. 
between Messrs. Williams & Son’s account furnished and Mr. Jackson’s valuation, exclu- 
sive of the amount taken off it by the architect to the Commissioners. 

It was proposed and agreed to, That the report, together with the accounts, showing the 
difference of the charges,' - be forwarded to Mr. Gulson, requesting that he will take care to 
have the abatements made by the Commissioners when settling with Messrs. Williams 
& Son. 

Report of Building Committee on Messrs. Williams and Son’s Account. 

We, the undersigned, being appointed to examine the account of Messrs. Williams & 
^°*> lately received from Mr. Gulson, have to report, that, finding themselves quite inade- 
quate to give a decided opinion on many of the items, we did apply to your Board for 
liberty to call in Mr. Jackson, of Belfast, a respectable architect, which was at once 
granted. 

f f ? He 
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He visited the building, accompanied by your committee, and we now band in bis state- 
ment of a great many items, and what they should have been finished for; the difference 
between them and Messrs. Williams’ account is considerable, amounting to 171/. 6s. 2 d. 

Your committee have to remark that there are a great number of small items which 
appear extremely high, and on the whole the account appears to us a very extravagant 
one. 

John Charley. 

Richard Nevin. 

5th July 1842. Thomas Johnson Smith. 

Extract from a Report of Mr. Gulson, Assistant Commissioner, accompanying the 
foregoing, 3d August 1842. 

(No. 9600 D. 42.) 

The accounts of Messrs. Williams (the contractors) having been laid before the Board of 
Guardians of Lisburn Union, and the same having been submitted to the examination of a 
committee, who, with the consent of the Commissioners, called in the assistance of a sur- 
veyor from Belfast, I beg to forward to the Commissioners the report of the committee 
thereon. 

I beg to remind the Commissioners, that the Board of Guardians of Lisburn Union have 
already duly executed the deed for borrowing the additional loan, in accordance with the 
order of the Commissioners to that effect ; and it must also be borne in mind that a con- 
siderable portion of the overcharge stated by the committee and their surveyor, viz., 
171 /. 6s. 2 d., consists of overcharges on the articles of furniture supplied by Messrs. Wil- 
liams, and for which the architect has not certified, the prices being, in Mr. Wilkinson’s 
opinion, excessive. 

Note . — The foregoing papers referred to the architect, who communicated thereon with 
the Assistant Commissioner for the information of the Guardians, and the accounts brought 
to a close. 



Minutes of Guardians, 24th January 1843, 

(No. 1769 D. 43.) 

The report of the visiting committee read. 

It was reported, that the stone staircase fell on Thursday evening last, as the paupers 
were going to bed ; that the entire of the stone stairs are in a dangerous state, and should 
be secured without delay. 

Estimates having been read for repairing the stairs of the workhouse, deferred until Mr. 
Gulson be written to on the subject, and an answer received ; the cause of the dilapidation 
having been inquired into, it appeared from one step being insufficient and broken in tire 
wall, where it could not be perceived, and must have been so when put up. All the stone 
stairs having been examined, it was considered they were in danger of falling. It was 
proposed that it should be inquired into whether or not the contiactors should beheld 
accountable for the defect. 

Note . — Referred to the architect for immediate attention, 30th January 1843, 



Minute of Guardians, 7th February 1843. 

(No. 2596 D. 43.) 

The clerk was desired to apply to the Commissioners to know if the contractor for the 
workhouse had reported on the state of the staircase, and if he is to repair them, it being a 
great inconvenience to have them in their present dilapidated state. The architect 
appointed by the Board to examine them considers they are all defective. 

Note by Architect, 14th February 1843. 

Mr. Doolin will return the end of this week, and I will then report on the stairs, which 
he has been directed to attend to. 



Minute of Guardians, 14th February 1843. 

(No. 3129 D. 43.) 

The master reported, that the stone steps of the staircase which had fallen down were 
replaced. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 20th February 1843. 

(No. 2596 D. 43.) . 

With reference to the resolution relative to the staircase, I am directed by the Commis- 
sioners to state, that they will communicate with the Board of Guardians on the subject 
of the cost of repairing it, on receiving the report of their architect, who has directed one 
of his assistants to examine it. 



NAAS 
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NAAS UNION. 



Communication from Mr. Mvggeridge, Assistant Commissioner, to the Commissioners. 
(No. 4167 D. 39.) 

' Gentlemen, Newtown, 25th September 1839. 

I be<r to acquaint you that the Guardians of the Naas Union are of opinion that the 
sand used in mixing the mortar for building the workhouse is totally unfit for such use, 
an d that they recorded this opinion by a resolution at their last meeting; and I have since 
seen Mr. Mackie, the contractor, and also Mr. Wall, the clerk of the works, besides per- 
sonally inspecting the sand used on the spot. 

The contractor and the clerk of the woiks both state that the sand is well adapted for 
the purpose for which it is used, and that the fault found with it arises from ignorance on 
the part of the Guardians. 

As I do not feel myself competent to decide between ihe conflicting opinions, I venture 
to surest to you the propriety of Mr. Wilkinson or Mr. Leeson visiting the works, and 
reporting to you on the subject, in order that 1 may lay the opinion, so taken, before ihe 
Guardians at their next meeting, which is appointed for the 21st October. I subjoin a 
copy of the resolution to which this communication refers, and 

1 have, &c. 

T he Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. Richard M. Mvggeridge. 
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Minutes of Guardians, 23d September 1839. 

Ponsonby Moore, esq., ex officio Guardian, having visited the works in the building of 
the workhouse, and having produced to the meeting a sample of the sand used in the 
building, it was unanimously resolved that the sand used in mixing the mortar is totally 
unfit for such use. 

Moved by, &c., That a committee of this meeting be appointed to inspect the works; 
whereupon the Guardians present went on committee accordingly, and agreed in opinion 
on the unfitness of the material used in mixing the mortar. 

Note by Architect’s Assistant. 

Visited this building on the 26th September, and although not having heard at that time 
of the objection made to the sand by the Board of Guardians, I objected thereto, and left 
written notice with the clerk of the works to that effect. 

John Leeson. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 8tli October 1839. 

(No. 4167 D. 39.) 

The Poor Law Commissioners desire to inform the Board, that notice has been given to 
the contractor for erecting the Union Workhouse to discontinue the use of the sand in 
mixing the mortar objected to by the Guardians. 
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Minute of Guardians, 13th December 1839. 

(No. 5471 D. 39.) 

Mr. Wilkinson, the architect of the Poor Law Commissioners, attended at the present 
meeting of the Guardians, and reported that, having visited the woikhouse site, and 
inspected the progress of the works, he has found it necessary, from the present state of 
Ihe building, to suspend the works temporarily, until the contractor comply with the terms 
of the notice given him, on the subject of the work and materials, by the architect. 
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Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 7984 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Naas, 30th June 1842. 

By order of the Board of Guardians, I very respectfully request your attention to the 
following minute of their proceedings on Wednesday, 29th instant; viz. 

The Guardians having taken into consideration the very inconvenient and exposed state 
of the privies, especially in the yards in front of the main building, it was ordered that 
toe clerk do write to the Poor Law Commissioners, requesting the attention of the architect 
to this fact ; and f urther requesting that these offices may be removed to more remote and 
fetired situations. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. Benjamin Power, Clerk of the Union. 

Mr. Sweeney, when he visits Naas, to inspect and report hereon, for Mr. Wilkinson’s 
observations. 

1st July 1842. R. II. 

01 G. F !• 4 Received 
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Received Mr. Sweeney’s report, and instructed him to obtain estimates for putting lij s 
to privies and other works, and then the same will be brought before the Poor Law Com. 
missioners. There appears nothing improper in the construction of the privies, which smell 
when the wind blows in the direction complained of. 

13th July 1842. Geo. W. 



Commissioners’ Reply to foregoing. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin 
Sir, 16th July 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners desire to state, in reference to your letter of the 30th ultimo 
relative to the state of the privies at the workhouse of the Naas Union, that they have 
caused the place to be inspected, and have given instructions to their architect thereon. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Naas Union. 



NEW ROSS UNION. 



Letter from Mr. James Galavan, Guardian; received from Mr. Muggeridge, 
Assistant Commissioner. 

(No. 8796 D. 41.) 

Sir, New Ross, 24th September 1841. 

As one of the Guardians of this Union, I think it my duty to inform you, that on going 
through the workhouse now building hereon the 23d instant, I was struck with the appear- 
ance of the slating laths that were put in use, which, on examining, I found to be common 
spruce timber; I wish to impress on you that spruce is the very worst description erf 
timber for that purpose : it appears rather strange if the architect has not provided for a 
more durable description of timber. 

This circumstance led me to a further examination, when, to my great astonishment, 
I found that all the doors that were making then, and a great number that were made, 
were of the same timber, and the door-frames that were actually putting up were spruce 
timber, and which I am prepared to point out. On ascertaining these facts, 1 called on the 
clerk of works, a man who I have the greatest respect for ; but at the same time, in the 
discharge of my public duty, I must say that when I did so, he did not give me that satis-- 
factory explanation that I consider it was his duty to do ; at the same time, he did not say 
my remarks were not consistent. 

Now I am sufficiently aware, from former discussion on sap being in the timber of door 
and window frames, that it is a part of the contractor’s contract to put red pine or Memel 
timber in all doors, door-frames and window-frames ; now, if such be the fact, and the con- 
trary to be done, is it not, I ask, too bad that bad materials would be permitted in a work 
which will be such a frightful expense on this Union, and after a few years, that some of this 
work will have to be replaced at an additional expense ? 

I have given you the particulars of the defective works now going on, and I hope that 
you will lose no time in calling the attention of the architect to these matters, and if not 
done immediately, I will feel it my duty to call a meeting of the rate-payers and Guardians 
of this Union, and point out to them what I consider to be defective materials using at the 
New Ross Union Workhouse, and by so doing, I will have the pleasing reflection that, as 
one of the Guardians, I have not been unmindful of the trust reposed in me. 

I am, &c. 

To Richard M. Muggeridge, esq. James Galavan. 

Commission ers’ Reply. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 27th September 1841. 

Mr. Muggeridge, Assistant Commissioner, has forwarded to the Poor Law Commissioners 
your letter to him of the 24th instant, relative to the timber used by the contractor for 
building the workhouse of the New Ross Union ; and the Commissioners desire to state 
that the attention of their architect will be immediately directed to the subject. 

By order of the Board, 

To James Galavan, esq. Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

New Ross. 



Note by Architect. 

Saw Mr. Williams at the office this day, and explained to him the contents. 

Mr. Williams states that he will write to-night to Ross on the subject. 

Wrote to the clerk of the works on the subject. 

28 September 1841. Geo. IV. 



Report 
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Report from the Architect to the Commissioners. 



Workhouses 

(Complaints). 



^ Gentlemen, Architect’s Office, 22d October 1841 

Having received the accompanying letter to your Board, from Mr. Muggeridge, Assistant 
Poor Law Commissioner, enclosing a communication from JVIr. James Galavan, a Guardian 
of the New Ross Union, relative to some portions of the works at the Union Workhouse, 
which he states to have been executed with improper timber, I forthwith conferred with the 
contractor for the building, and communicated with the clerk of works thereupon, and also 
inspected a survey of the works made recently by one of the assistant architects ; and I 
have now to state, that it appears the contractor had cut out some timber, and used a portion 
0 f it as battens for the slates, which he has been informed could not be approved, and 
that timber of a different quality must be provided for this purpose. 

With respect to the doors stated to have been made of white American deals, I have to 
state that the contractors have been allowed to put timber of that description into the 
internal, but not into the external doors, and any external doors or frames which have 
been made of white American deal will certainly be taken down again, and timber of a 
proper quality substituted in the place of it. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. Geo. Wilkinson, Architect. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, enclosing Copy of foregoing Report. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Si r 2d November 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners having had before them a letter addressed to their 
Assistant Commissioner, Mr. Muggeridge“ by Mr. Galavan, a Guardian of the New Ross 
Union, relative to the description of timber which has been used by the contractor in erect- 
ing certain parts of the Union Workhouse, the Commissioners directed their architect 
to°make inquiry therein, and they desire to forward to you, for the information of the Board 
of Guardians, a copy of the report which has been made on the subject by the architect. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk of the Guardians of the A . Moore, Chief Clerk. 

New Ross Union. 



Minote of Guardians, 15th April 1842. 

(No. 4867 D. 42.) , 

Resolved, That complaints have been made to us that great defects have been discovered 
in the building of the New Ross Poorhouse : we beg to know if any report, and what, 
had been lately made to you on this subject. We further respectfully submit, as furniture, 
clothing 8cc. are coming in, we deem it necessary to place the master and matron and 
porter in charge of those materials ; hut that we apprehend that our agreeing to place 
those officers in such situations, we may be debarred from obtaining redress for any failure 
in the fulfilment of the contract for building the poorhouse in a proper and substantial 
manner ; we, therefore, respectfully request your speedy reply to this communication. 
Carried. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir 27th April 1 & 4 ?- 

The Poor Law Commissioners having had under consideration the resolution passed by 
the Board of Guardians of the New Ross Union on the 15th instant, relative to alleged 
defects in the building of the workhouse, the Commissioners desire to state, in reference 
thereto, that the workhouse has been very recently inspected by one of their architect’s 
assistants, whose reports the Board awaits on the subject ; and that the payment of the 
balance due to the contractor will be withheld until he shall have complied with the con- 
ditions of his contract ; as, however, it is highly desirable that the officers of the work- 
house should forthwith go into residence for the purpose of receiving the clothing, 
furniture and stores ready to be delivered, the Commissioners desire that they should do so, 
as such course would not, in any degree, exonerate the contractor from the due fulfilment 
his contract. , , , _ 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of the A. Moore , Chief Clerk. 

New Ross Union. 



Minute of Guardians, 17th August 1842. 

(No. 10356 D. 42.) , 

Proposed by Mr. Edmond Sweetman, and seconded by Mr. Barron, That the pump, and 
Machinery attached to it, is so much out of order, that it is with extreme difficulty that the 
Necessary supply of water for 1 he establishment can be procured; also, that the detective 
& tate the pump is in has been represented to the Commissioners some time past, but that 
616. G Cr nothing 
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nothing has been done to this date to remove the evil : we request that immediate attention 
to the defect be ordered by the Commissioners. 

Note . — Communication directed by the Commissioners to be addressed to the Guardians 
stating that the architect would be instructed to have the pump rectified. 

23d August 1842. 

Note by Architect, 30th August 1842. 

The contractor has been communicated with on the subject, and he considers that the 
alleged defects do not exist. 

I nave written to the master, informing him, if he can point out particulars of the defects, 
and obtain an estimate for doing the work from a competent person, that I expect the 
Poor Law Commissioners will sanction the outlay, and charge the contractor with the cost 
he is fairly liable to. 



Minutes of Guardians, 2d November 1842. 

(No. 14567 D. 42.) 

Proposed by Mr. Tottenham, and seconded by Mr. Edward M. Chapman, That a letter be 
written to the Poor Law Commissioners, stating that the well of the poorhouse is now dry, 
calling their immediate attention to it. 

Proposed by Brown Clayton, esq., and seconded by Robert Tyndall, esq., That the par- 
ticular attention of the Commissioners be called to the state of the windows of the house, 
which admit rain, and to the floors, which are broken up so as to require immediate repairs, 
being composed of so bad a material ; also, to the state of the timber of the house from 
external damp. 

Note by Architect, 31st March 1843. 

I attended a meeting of the Guardians at New Ross on the 6th January, and examined 
the master, and found that there was defective or injured pointing to two window-frames. 

The dampness originates from the want of cement externally to the exposed aspects of • 
the walls, which cannot be safely done till the spring, of which the Guardians are aware. 

Some of the mortar floors have not stood well, the material of which they are made 
having pulverized. 

Geo. W. 

Letter from the Commissioners, in reply to foregoing Minutes. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 15th November 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the Board 
of Guardians of the New Ross Union on the 2d instant, and with reference to the reso- 
lution relative to the well and the windows and floors at the workhouse, the Commis- 
sioners desire to state, that an assistant architect has been directed to proceed to New Ross, 
to examine the several works referred to, and to do what is necessary in any matters 
requiring attention. 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, 

New Ross Union. By order of the Board, 

Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 



Letter from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners. 

(No. 15972 D. 42.) New Ross Union Workhouse, 

Gentlemen, 2d December 1842. 

I am directed, in accordance with the order of the Board of Guardians held on the 30th 
ultimo, and at the request of Richard M. Muggeridge, esq., to intimate to you, that it is 
their desire that you would please deduct 1 1 . from the building contractor’s account, in con- 
sequence of the bell at the workhouse requiring to be newly erected. 

1 am also directed by the Board to call your attention to the damp of the walls in the 
infirm wards of the workhouse, and beg to subscribe myself, 

Gentlemen, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. Thomas Barron, Clerk of the Union. 



Commissioners’ Reply, 3d December 1842. 

The attention of the architect has been called to your communication. 

Note by Architect, 8th December 1842. 
Wrote to master of the workhouse and to clerk of Guardians. 



Geo. W. 



Communications from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 17162 D. 42.) New Ross Union Workhouse, 

Gentlemen, _ 2 2d December 1842. 

I beg leave most respectfully to call your attention, in pursuance of a resolution whten 
vou will find in the accompanying minutes of the a 1st instant, to the state of the walls. 
3 r windows 
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windows and ventilators of the workhouse, which admit wet, and the floors, which seem to be 
constructed of a bad material. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. Thomas Barron, Clerk of the Union. 

Resolution of Guardians, above referred to. 

That the clerk be desired to write to the Commissioners, reiterating various complaints 
made about the state of the walls, windows, floors and ventilators of the workhouse. 

Note by Architect, 25th December 1842. 

I shall be at New Ross before I return, and will attend to these matters, on which I 
lately wrote to the clerk of the Guardians and master. 

Geo. W. 

Note by Architect, 14th January 1843. 

Attended meeting of Guardians at New Ross on the 5th instant, and explained parti- 
culars of dampness complained of. 

Geo. W. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 1603 D. 43.) Office of Poor Law Guardians, New Ross, 

Sir, 26th January 1843. 

In accordance with an order in the accompanying minutes, I beg leave to transmit you, 
enclosed, a true copy of the medical officer’s report on the state of the walls of the male 
infirm wards of the workhouse as regards wet. 

I am, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. Thomas Barron, Clerk. 

Medical Officer’s Report, enclosed in foregoing. 

Sir, 25th January 1843. 

I beg leave to direct the attention of the Board to the state of the male infirm ward ; in 
wet weather the water pours down the wall in such quantity as to overflow part of the floor; 
l am apprehensive that allowing the aged and infirm men to remain in it in its present con- 
dition may exercise an injurious influence on their health. 

I wish also to draw attention to the deficient supply of bedding and bed-clothes at pre- 
sent in the house. 

I have, &.c. 

To the Chairman of the Thomas Rossiter , Medical Attendant. 

Board of Guardians of the New Ross Union. 

Note by Commissioners’ Architect. 

The walling of this house is well constructed ; it is, however, necessary to cement the 
exposed aspects in the spring, and of this the Guardians are sensible, as I attended them 
on the 5th January and explained the particulars to them, and offered to have a hole 
broken in any part of the wall they would undertake to point out, to satisfy them of its 
satisfactory execution. The rock the house is built with is a greywacke slate, and fissures 
occur in the stones after construction, simply from the weight of the materials in their 
settling together ; this is the natural tendency of the stone of the locality, and weather- 
slating or plaster-dashing is generally resorted to, to remedy it, and the whole of the build- 
togs are covered here ; however, the exposed aspects only require it. 

Geo. W. 



NEWRY UNION. 



Resolution of Guardians, 28th January 1842. 

Wo. 1236 0. 42.) 

That the clerk be requested to inform the Poor Law Commissioners that the walls of the 
workhouse building are not weather-proof, and that before the contractor is paid, the 
oard of Guardians particularly request that he may be required to render the building 
Perfect, and in proper habitable order; that most of the rooms of the house on the last 
ainy day and night were flowing with water, which penetrated through the walls of each 
partment, even to the beds on which the inmates were lying ; and that the building will 
equire Roman cementing, or otherwise being rendered weather-tight, at the expense of the 
antractor, before his account is settled. 

G G 2 Note 
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Note by Architect, 2d February 1842. 

The contractor’s account is not yet brought to a close, and the walls written about will 
be attended to ; it is expected that the pointing of the walls has been injured by the un- 
favourable wet weather of last season and the present winter ; immediate attention will 
be given. I shall write to clerk of works forthwith. 

fa Geo. W. 

A communication was addressed by the Commissioners to the Guardians on the 4th 
February 1842, informing them of the steps to be taken. 



NEWTOAVNARDS UNION. 



Minute of Guardians, 28th March 1840. 

(No. 1713 D. 40.) 

That this Board has observed with regret and disappointment, that the building of the 
workhouse has not yet commenced, though every effort and preparation appear to have 
been made by the contractor, and large quantities of materials have been laid down, and 
workmen employed by him, who are now being induced to go away to other work owing 
to the delay, and that the clerk be directed to signify to Mr. Gulson the anxious desire of 
the Board that every obstacle to the immediate commencement of the work be instantly 
removed. 

Note by Architect, 7th April 1840. 

The plans for the workhouse were sent on the 1st of April, as soon as they were prepared. 
The building has been set out with the contractor by Mr. Leeson, and the contractor has 
been getting materials. A clerk of works has been selected, and goes there on Thursday 
next, of which the contractor has been apprised. 

Geo. Wilkinson. 

Note . — Referred to the Assistant Commissioner for communication with Guardians, 
8th April 1840. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 5891 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen Newtownards, 10th May 1842. 

I am directed' by the Board of Guardians of this Union to transmit you the following 
resolution of the Board, passed at their meeting, held on Saturday, the 7th instant 

“ An application on behalf of Charles Campbell, the contractor, complaining of deductions 
made from his account of extra works and furniture, and stating that he had sustained heavy 
losses by his contract, having been considered, it was resolved, That under the conviction 
that the contract entered into by Charles Campbell, the contractor, was at a lower rate 
than was adequate to the cost of the erection, and that in many respects the contractor has 
even exceeded his specifications for the better and more substantial construction of the 
building this Board would be disposed that he should in some degree be compensated, and 
would recommend to the Commissioners to grant him a further sum of 200/.” 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. Joshua Lanktree, Clerk to Guardians. 



Commissioners’ Reply. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir 2d June 1842. 

* * # * * * 

The Commissioners desire to state, that the amount certified by the architect having been 
adjusted in accordance with the terms of the contract, they consider it impossible to make 
any increase in such amount ; to do so would be contrary to the course pursued in all other 
cases. The terms of the contract are conclusive as to the allowance by the architect of 
the amount to be paid ; his decision is binding on all parties; and the Commissioners do 
not consider themselves at liberty to increase the payment to the contractor beyond the 
amount certified by their architect to be due. 

To the Clerk of the Guardians By order of the Board, 

of Newtownards Union. Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 



RATHDOWN UNION. 



Communication from the Clerk of the Union to Mr. Muggeridge, Assistant Commissioner, 
received 18th December 1841. 

(No. 11508 D. 41.) 

Copy part of Report for week ending 7th December 1841. 

The master begs further to report, that the workhouse roof adjacent to the western 
tower lets in the rain in floods, so as to have caused the ward-master to quit his room ' 
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the night, os also the boys ; even the windows and walls let the wet through, to a great 
extent^ in the aged and infirm women’s dormitory, particularly, the heads of the beds 
were wet with the quantity of water that came through and ran down the wall. The master 
has repeatedly written to Mr. Williams, the builder ; and twice within the last ten days 
ul h a s sent down men to find out and stop the leaks, but without effect. 

G. Downes, Master. 

For the information of Richard M. Muggeridge, esq., Assistant Poor Law Commis- 
sioner, — referred to in the minutes of the visiting committee, 7th December 1841. 

George Mackay, Clerk of the Union. 

Note . — One of the architect’s assistants was sent to inspect the building on the 18th 
December 1841, and a communication was made by the architect on the 22d December 
to the contractor, w ho took measures to rectify the matter referred to. 
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Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 



Sir, Bray, 12th January 1842. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians to state to you, for the information of the Poor 
Law Commissioners, that some defect or impediment exists in the pump of the workhouse, 
whereby no supply of water can be obtained. 

I am also directed to state, that all the locks of the doors of the workhouse are out of 
order. , 

The Guardians will feel obliged to the Commissioners to request the attention of the 
contractor for building the workhouse to these defects, which they consider should not 
have arisen so shortly after the completion of the building. 

Bv order of the Board, 

To Arthur Moore, esq. ' Georqe Mackay, Clerk of the Union. 

Chief Clerk of the Poor Law Commissioners. 



Commissioners’ Reply to the foregoing. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 17th January 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 12th instant, 
relative to the state of the pump and the locks of the workhouse of the Rathdown Union, 
and desire to state, that directions have been given to the contractor, with a view to remedy 
the defects which may exist therein. 

_ . By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Rathdown Union. 



Minute of Guardians, 22d February 1842. 

(No. 2354 D. 42.) 

Resolved, That a representation be made to the Commissioners of the very imperfect and 
unworkmanlike state of the ground floors of the workhouse, requesting their immediate 
attention thereto, to have the same properly made. 

Note . — Referred to the architect, and notice given to the contractor to remedy the 
defects in the floors: the Guardians informed accordingly. 



Minute of Guardians, 22d March 1842. 

(No. 3561 D. 42). 

Ordered, That the immediate attention of the Poor Law Commissioners be particularly 
requested to the defects in the flues of the chimnies of the workhouse. 

Note . — Inspected by an assistant of the architect, 28U1 March 1842, and examined by 
the architect, who stated, that the flues were clear and well formed, and that he commu- 
nicated with the master as to the mode of remedying the smoke. 



Communication from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners, 31st March i842. 
(No. 3927 D. 42.) 

I am directed by the Guardians of this Union to inform the Poor Law Commissioners, 
that the workhouse pump has gone completely out of order, and to request that the Com- 
missioners may be good enough to direct that the same may be set to rights at the earliest 
moment, as all the water required for the workhouse must, in consequence, be conveyed 
•rom the neighbouring river; also, that I am to request the Commissioners will direct the 
contractors for the building of the stables and boundary wall to proceed with these works 

forthwith. 

616. G G 3 Commissioners’ 
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(Complaints). Commissioners’ Reply, 4th April 1842. 

Rathdown Union contractor f° r building the workhouse, who supplied the pump, will be required to 

put it in proper repair forthwith, and a person from the architect’s office will be instructed 
to take an opportunity of seeing that the repair shall be effectual. 



ROSCREA UNION. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(N®. 8299 D. 42.) 

Sir, Roscrea Union, 7th July 1842. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians to inform you, that this establishment is 
suffering a great inconvenience for the loss of water, the pumps being out of order 
for the last three weeks ; and begs you will take it into consideration. 

I am, &c. 

To A. Moore, esq., Chief Clerk. Denis Egan, jun., Clerk of the Union. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No. 8496 D. 42.) 

..... . . , . 18th July 1842. 

With reference to the resolution respecting the want of water, the Commissioners desire 
to state, that instructions have been given to the architect to take such steps as may be 
necessary in regard to the well and pump. 

Note by Architect, 20th July 1842. 

Wrote to contractor and to Mr. Kearns, accordingly. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 1 1698 D.42.) 

Sir, Roscrea Union, 14th September 1842. 

1 am directed by the Board of Guardians to inform you, that the pump of the Roscrea 
Workhouse is still in very bad repair, and scarcely any water to be got from it; which 
obliges the master to have a man at intervals drawing water, at the expense of the Union • 
they request the contractor will be spoken to on the subject, and inform them how thev are 
to act. 3 

I am, &c. 

To A. Moore, esq., Chief Clerk. Denis Egan, jun., Clerk to the Union. 

Note. — Referred to the architect, 17th September 1842. 

Note by Architect, 22d October 1842. 

The contractor was communicated with accordingly. 

Geo. W. 



Resolution of Guardians, 20th September 1842. 

(No. 11981 D.42.) 

That the report of the master of the workhouse as to the state of the pump in particular 
also the state of ventilation of the house, be laid before the Commissioners, and their reply 
be requested, to instruct the Guardians how they are to be remedied ; and that a copy of 
the master’s letter, now produced, be sent up to the Commissioners. 1 



Letter referred to in foregoing. 

Roscrea Workhouse, 20th September 1842. 

To the Chairma* and Guardians of the Roscrea Union. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg leave to inform you, that there is scarcely any supply of water whatsoever in the 
pump wh'ch deficiency is growing worse day after day ; I am, under such circumstances, 
obliged to have water drawn a distance of one mile, which must entail considerable expense 
to the Union, being under the necessity of adopting this course for some months back. I 
wish also to state, that I have received a letter from Ross, Murray &, M'Dougall, of 
Dublin (plumbers), inqu.rmg what depth of water was in the well, and I informed them 
that there was, on examination, scarcely four inches depth. Also, there is a deficiency in 
the ventilation of the dormitories, particularly the boys’ and girls’, o\vin°- to the want of 
quadrant bars for the windows; also, the cupolas appear in a bad state, th°e rain falling on 

the 
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the stone stairs; this inconvenience is also felt in the cupolas of the infirmary and 
belfrv ; also, water does not pass through the upright spouts, particularly of the ground 
cellars ; there are also several rivet-holes left open in the eve-suits. 

I have, &c. 

Michael Pound, Master. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 23d September 1842. 

The Commissioners desire to state, that the report has been referred to the architect. 

Notes by Architect, 23d September 1842. 

I have sent a copy of this to Messrs. Cockburn, requesting their immediate attention 
thereto. 

Notice of the deficient supply of water in the well has been given to the Messrs. 
Cockburn previous to this communication. 

Geo. W. 

Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 26th Septembe 1842. 

The Commissioners desire to state, that the contractor has been desired to give his imme- 
diate attention to these and the several other matters noticed in the report of the master of 
the workhouse. 



Extract from Architect’s Report on Contractor’s Accounts, 23d September 1842, 
communicated to the Guardians. 

(No. 12039 D. 42.) 

I have to certify that Messrs. Cockburn & Baker are entitled to the amount above 
stated, subject (unless they shall forthwith execute the works) to the deduction of the cost 
of procuring a supply of water sufficient for the establishment; and of remedying a few 
minor works in the building requiring the attention of the contractors, and in reference to 
which, written notice has been given them. 



Letter from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 12901 D. 42.) 

Sir, Roscrea Union, 5th October 1842. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians to inform you, that the contractor has not as 
vet taken any steps to have the pump put in order; it is a very great inconvenience to the 
nouse, and expense to the Union, to be obliged to have a man continually employed drawing 
water; but they beg leave to remark, that the expense must fall on the contractor, as they 
are determined to employ a man to put it in order and charge it to his account, if he does 
not immediately set it to rights. 

I am, &c. 

To A. Moore, esq., Chief Clerk. Denis Egan, jun.. Clerk to the Union. 

Commissioners’ Reply, 10th October 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 5th instant, 
relative to the state of the pump at the workhouse of the Roscrea Union, and^esire 
to state that they have again communicated with the contractors thereon; and the 
Commissioners approve of the intention of the Guardians to employ a person to do the 
work, in the event of the contractors failing to do what is required. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 18th October 1842. 

(No. 13380 D. 42.) 

The Poor Law Commissioners have directed that the accompanying copy of a com- 
munication which they have received from the contractors for providing the workhouse of 
me Roscrea Union be forwarded to you herewith, for the information of the Board of 
Guardians ; and the Commissioners request the observations of the Guardians thereon. 



Sir, 



Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 

Office, Great Brunswick-street, 12th October 1842. 



»n reply to your letter received yesterday, accompanying the copy of communication 
romthe clerk of the Board of Guardians of the Roscrea* Union Workhouse relative to the 
state of the pump at the workhouse, we can only siate, w hat we repeated before, that we 
e t the pumps in perfect order, with an extraordinary supply of water in the well from the 
C °w? >encenitnt building to the lime of leaving, without ever failing. 

we have made inquiry relative to the complaints latterly made about the supply of 
616, G G 4 water, 
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w ater, and find, upon the best authority, that when the pump was first out of order, the 
master, or some person in authority, had the well opened, and a short length of the pump 
that was at the bottom removed, which, we understand, has never been replaced ; under 
these circumstances, we must decline interfering in the matter; neither have we now any 
workmen in the neighbourhood that we could engage in it. 

We remain, &c. 

A. Moore, esq., Chief Clerk. Baker Sf Cockburn. 



Resolution of Guardians, 18th October 1842. 

(No. 13788 D. 42.) 

That the following gentlemen be appointed as a committee, to take into consideration the 
justice of Messrs. Baker & Cockburn’s bill, as also to take cognizance of any defects 
they may perceive in their contract works, and to produce their report thereof, together 
with the opinion as to the proper means to be adopted by the Board to do justice both to 
the contractors and rate-payers, on next day of meeting, viz: — Mr. Jackson, Mr. Egan, 
Mr. Rolleston, Mr. Spunner, and Mr. Mara. 



Minutes of Guardians, 25th October 1842. 

(No. 14163 D. 42.) 

That the pump be inspected by a competent person, to report the means to be adopted 
for repairing it. 

That the following report should be entered on the minutes: — It appears to us that many 
of the charges, even as abated by the architect, are extremely high, and far beyond 
what are warranted by the rates of work usually paid in this neighbourhood ; but we con- 
sider that no effectual resistance can be made to the payment of tne bill on the part of the 
Board, except an architect or professional valuator be employed by the Board to report what 
the items of the preliminary step to any investigation on the subject should be ; to call on 
the Commissioners to send us down the estimate of prices furnished by the clerk of the works, 
or proper officer, agreeably to Form (C.), chap. 137 & 8, in the Filth Annual Report of the 
Poor Law Commissioners, on w hich the architect of the Commissioners has probably formed 
his estimate, and made the deductions he has reported in the contractor’s bill. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 7II1 November 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the Board of 
Guardians of the Roscrea Union on the 25th ultimo, and with reference to the resolution 
accepting the tender of Michael Gilfoyle for the erection of a stable and coach-house, the 
Commissioners request that the plan and specification may be submitted to them for 
approval. 

With reference to the report of the committee on the contractor’s account for fixtures and 
additional works, the Commissioners desire to state, that the valuation made has been based 
on a careful calculation of the cost of the materials and workmanship, and that the amount 
of the account, as certified, cannot be disturbed without breaking the contract entered into 
between them and the contractor. The employment of a professional man by the Guardians 
could not lead to the disturbing the account, as the contractor is bound by the decision 
of the architect of the Commissioners. The Form (C.) adverted to in the report is not one 
on which the calculations are made ; but any information will be given to the Board of 
Guardians on any portions of the account which may be deemed unsatisfactory, on the 
particulars thereof being forwarded to this office. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Roscrea Union. 



Resolutions of Guardians, 17th November 1842. 

(\ 0 15296 D. 42.) 

• at, as in compliance with the request of the Commissioners, and to give facility to 
‘"arrying out their measures in this Union, we, on last day of meeting, agreed to on 
tl'e c.onal j oan ygg/_ g s , f rom the Exchequer; we now consider it our duty to the 
additi a y ers to request the Commissioners will be pleased to order a re-valuation or investi- 
rate-p i nl0 the after-works done here by the contractor, as we are of opinion there must be 
gation vror as to the cost of materials, or otherwise, to induce the architect to alio"' 
some e ices 

such p l the Commissioners be also requested to take some measures of having the stoves 
That c | to this establishment otherwise disposed of, as thev are quite useless here ; and 
furnishe " e 
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we respectfully submit, that, under these circumstances, the Union should not be charged 
with their cost. . 

That the Commissioners be also requested to send a competent person to inspect the 
pump, and see that that and all other defects which may appear in the contractor’s 
works be fully and fairly remedied before they pay the contractors. 

Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 23d November 1842. 

The Commissioners desire to state that the account was carefully considered before its 
final adjustment by the architect ; but, that if there is any portion of it which the Guardians 
consider unsatisfactory, and they will point out the particular items, the architect will afford 
them every explanation in his power. 

With respect to the stoves at the workhouse, the Commissioners desire to state, that if 
the Guardians are desirous of substituting grates for the stoves, it will be advisable to 
make an agreement with the party who may be employed to supply the former to take the 
latter at a valuation. 

Further Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 13th February 1843. 

The Commissioners have now received a report from their architect recommending a 
deduction of 15/. from the sum due to the contractors, to complete some minor works which 
they appear to have left unfinished ; and with respect to the stoves referred to in the reso- 
lution of the 17th November last, they were adopted, after much consideration, as the most 
desirable means of heating the wards of the workhouse ; but the Guardians are at liberty 
to replace the stoves by grates, if they think the latter better calculated for the purpose. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

Gentlemen^ ^ Roscrea Union Workhouse, 13th February 1843. 

I am instructed by the Board of Guardians of this Union to forward you, in conjunction 
with the minutes of their last meeting, the following report of a committee appointed 

there,t ' Edmund Wall, Clerk. 



To the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Thomas Sponner proposed, and M . Carroll seconded, That the following Guardians be 
appointed a committee to examine and furnish to the Poor Law Commissioners the proper 
items to be paid out of the loan of 800/. recently granted : — Committee, J. r. Rolleston, 
Denis Egan, and Thomas Sponner. 



Report. 



Your committee find the following items of “ permanent improvement” have been con- 
tracted for, and payments made to the contractors thereon, as follows : 

Contract with Michael Quinlan for building range-wall, 200 l . ; payments made to 



him, 90Z. . 

Contract with M. Guilfoyle, stables, 76Z. 10s.; payment to him, 10/. 

Contract with John Maher for iron (front) gates, wicket, fire-screens, grates, and 
other permanent iron-work, 50 1. 



By the foregoing, the Commissioners will perceive that this Board have advanced 100 Z. 
of their funds on those contracts; and the works being now just completed, the contractors 
are pressing for the balance due to them : besides, your committee beg to add, that this 
Board have°also advanced out of their funds for other permanent works, as follows : — 



To Michael Guilfoyle, for furniture - 
To Michael Hall, for ditto - 

To brands and stamps ------ 

To scales and beams, and weights, large and small - 

To fire-irons and fenders, &c. - 

To iron frames for boilers and crane - 

To hammers, sledges, tools and smith-work - 

To vestments for Catholic worship - 

To 22 fenders and other smith-work - 

To spinning-wheels and reels - 

To paving and mason-work, sand, stone and labour - 

To wooden vessels ------ 

To carriage and supply of water - - - - 
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The above are the larger contracts for works of a permanent nature paid for by this 
Board ; there are many smaller which they have not enumerated : there is one item which 
your committee add, and which they strongly urge should be deducted from the contractors’ 
bill, namely, the expense of water supplied to the house, upwards of 9/., owing to the 
inadequate depth of the well, and the absence of proper sheeting to keep the sand out 
of the pump ; a further outlay will be required when the season permits; and we again 
request the attention of the Commissioners to it, before paying Messrs. Baker & Cock- 
burn in full. 

In conclusion, vour committee request the Board will forward the foregoing to the Com- 
missioners,with a request that they will, without further delay, transmit the money in their 
hands to our treasurer, to reimburse this Union for the money so advanced, and to enable 
this Board to pay off the balance of these contracts completed and due. 

(signed) J. F. Rolleston. 

Denis Egan. 

Thomas Sponner. 

Commissioners’ Reply. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 17th February 1843. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt, on the 16th 
instant, of your letter of the 13th instant, forwarding a copy of a report of a committee of 
Guardians of the Roscrea Union relative to certain payments made by the Board of 
Guardians, which they arc desirous of having refunded from the balance of the loan from 
the Public Works Loan Board ; and, in reference thereto, I am to request that the receipts 
for the several payments alluded to may be forwarded to the Commissioners, in accordance 
with their communication of the 8th instant, previously to their remitting the amount to 
the Union treasurerto the credit of the Guardians. 

With respect to the allusion made by the committee to the supply of water in the well, 
I am to refer you to the Commissioners’ letter of the 13th instant. 

I am, &c. 

The Clerk of the Guardians of the Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Roscrea Union. 



SHILLELAGH UNION. 



Resolution of Guardians, 7th January 1842. 

(No. 391 D. 42.) 

That, in the opinion of this Board, it is absolutely necessary fire-places should be erected 
in the rooms to be appropriated for the schoolmaster and schoolmistress, and that the Poor 
Law Commissioners be requested to carry the same into effect. 

Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians on the above, 

13th January 1842. 

Directions have been given to contractor for erecting the workhouse, in accordance with 
the wish of the Guardians. 



Minute of Guardians, 22d April 1842. 

(No. 5020 D. 42.) 

Resolved, That the Poor Law Commissioners be requested to withhold a sufficient portion 
of the money due to the contractor as will remedy the existing defects of the poorhouse, 
namely, the roof letting in wet in several places, also the walls doing the same. 

'Note. — Directions given by the Commissioners to reserve a sum from the contractor until 
the defects referred to should be satisfactorily remedied, and reported accordingly, 7th May 
1842. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, Tinahely, 28th May 1842. 

I have received directions from the Board of Guardians to inform you, that the large 
pump in the workhouse-yard is out of order, in consequence of the well being dry, which 
is a very great inconveuience to the establishment ; I am therefore to request your inter- 
ference as soon as possible, by giving the necessary directions to remedy the defect. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. Robert Bates, Clerk of Union. 

Commissioners 
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Commissioners’ Reply, 30th May 1842. 

The Commissioners request that the Board of Guardians will have the well examined, and 
the cause of the defect ascertained, and that they will state how they would propose that it 
should be remedied. 



Letter from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

Sir, Tinahely, 31st May 1842. 

In reply to your favour of the 30th instant, requesting the Guardians to ascertain the 
cause of the defect in the pump, I am to state that the well is dry, and it will be necessary 
to sink it some feet deeper. 

By order, 

Arthur Moore, esq. R- Bates, Clerk of Union. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Ilth June 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have directed that the enclosed copy of a letter which has 
been received from the contractor for building the workhouse, in reply to a communication 
addressed to him on the subject by the architect, be forwarded for the information of the 
Board of Guardians. 

Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 

g; r Dublin, 10th June 1842. 

I shall, with as little delay as possible, forward a person to sink and obtain a supply of 
water in the Shillelagh Workhouse. 

I am, &c. 

To George Wilkinson, esq. John Edwards. 



Further Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 18th July 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners having received a communication from their Assistant 
Commissioner, Mr. Muggeridge, relative to the defective supply of water for the Shillelagh 
Union Workhouse, they have this day addressed a letter to the contractor, of which a copy 
is enclosed ; and the Commissioners accordingly request, that if the contractor fail to do 
what is required of him forthwith, the Guardians will take such steps as are necessary. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk of the Guardians of the A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Shillelagh Union. 



Enclosure in foregoing. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 18th July 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners being informed that, notwithstanding your letter of the 
loth ultimo, addressed to their architect, stating that you would, with as little delay as 
possible, send a person to take the necessary steps for obtaining a supply of water for the 
Shillelagh Union Workhouse, no step has yet been taken for this purpose, and that the 
greatest possible inconvenience is experienced in consequence. The Commissioners request 
that you will immediately, on receipt of this letter, take the necessary steps according to 
the directions already conveyed to you ; and the Commissioners have authorized the Board 
of Guardians, in case of your failing to do this forthwith, to employ some other person for 
the purpose; and a deduction must be made from your account in consideration of any 



expense so incurred. 

Mr. John Edwards, Builder. 



By order of the Board, 

A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 



Letter from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 11073 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Tinahely, 3d September 1842. 

I am directed by the Guardians to state, that, notwithstanding all the previous communi- 
cations from this Board respecting the state of the pump at the workhouse, and the want ot 
a supply of water, the same still continues so, in consequence of which the greatest mcon- 
yenience is daily experienced at this establishment; and I am further to request your 
Interference, with as little delay as possible, to remedy it. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Poor Law Guardians. 



616. 
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Note by Architect, 6th September 1842. 

Wrote to clerk of Guardians this day respecting the well. I saw contractor this day, who 
promises to do what is required at once. Retained sum for completion of well, if 
contractor does not do what is required. 

Geo. W. 



Minute of Guardians, 16th September 1842. 

(No. 11846 D. 42.) . „ , 

That the master be empowered to employ a proper person to sink the well to the neces- 
sary depth. 



Report from the Architect to the Commissioners. 

(No. 16227 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, * 6th November 1842. 

The contractor for the Shillelagh Workhouse having attended to the well, and a sum of 
money (the balance of his account) having been retained until he did so, I have now to 
recommend the amount being paid to him, and his account will then be finally closed. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. ^ e0 - Wilkinson. 



CASTLEDERG UNION. 



Letter from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 2612 D. 41.) 

Gentlemen, Castlederg, 2d April 1841. 

At a meeting of the Board of Guardians of the Castlederg Union, held this day, we were 
requested by them to report to you the state in which we found the workhouse on Wednes- 
day last. 

The previous night had been very stormy, with great rain, and on visiting it in the after- 
noon of Wednesday, we found the house in a most deplorable state from the wet, which 
appeared to have penetrated through the windows, through the walls, and through the roof; 
the windows had been very ill fitted, and three of them blown in during the night. 

The master of the workhouse had, fortunately, directed the beds to be moved from the 
exposed side of the rooms, or the patients must have been completely soaked as they lay ; 
even at two o’clock on Wednesday the water was running down the walls, and pouring into 
the workhouse. 

We do not mean to make a detailed statement of the faults and failures in that building, 
nor have we the means of judging how far they may be occasioned by the negligence of the 
contractor, or by an error in the specifications ; but we beg, most earnestly, to invite the 
immediate attention of the Commissioners to the state of the house, in which there will, pro- 
bably, be next week 125 inmates, being five-eighths of the number it was supposed to be 
capable of containing. 

We have, &c. 

R. A. Ferguson, Chairman of the Board. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. James Anderson, Deputy Chairman. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Gentlemen, 14th April 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them your letter of the 2d instant, relative 
to the state of the workhouse of the Castlederg Union, and they desire to inform you that 
they have recently caused a survey to be made, in order thai any objectionable work may be 
remedied. 

The contract not having been satisfactorily fulfilled, notice has been served upon the con- 
tractor to remedy defects, and a considerable sum which would be due to him under his 
contract, is reserved until the work be satisfactorily completed. 

The Commissioners’ architect will proceed to Castlederg next week, and will put himsel* 
in communication with the Assistant Commissioner in charge of the Union, for the purpose 
of taking such measures as may be necessary. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Chairman and Deputy Chairman W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary, 

of the Board of Guardians of Castlederg Union. 



Lettei* 
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Letter from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 6468 D. 41.) 

Gentlemen, Limacloon, 13th July 1841. ( 

I am directed by the Poor Law Guardians of the Castlederg Union to call your particular 
attention to a letter written by Sir Robert A. Ferguson, bart., as chairman of that Union, 
about the month of April last, respecting the state of repairs of the workhouse of this Union. 
Shortly after the above letter was written, Mr. Wilkinson inspected the house, and found it 
in a very unsatisfactory state for the accommodation of its inmates. Since that time nothing 
has been done to remedy the defects ; autumn is now approaching, and unless immediate 
steps are taken to put the house in proper order, I am much afraid that the house must be 
abandoned during the winter months. This would be of very serious consequence in this 
district; and we sincerely hope that some immediate steps will be taken to put the house in 
nroper habitable order. 

v I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. James Anderson, Vice-Chairman. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 16th July 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 13th instant, 
relative to the state of the Castlederg Union Workhouse, and they desire to state, that 
Mr. Wilkinson will inspect the building in the latter part of next week, or early in the week 
following. 

By order of the Board, 

To James Anderson, esq. C. T. Walmisley, First Clerk. 

Chairman of the Board of Guardians of the Castlederg Union. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

(No. 61 M. 41.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 31st July 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners having completed the examination of the account for addi- 
tional work performed by the contractor, Mr. Maguire, in the erection and completion of the 
Castlederg Union Workhouse, desire to inform the Guardians, that its amount, 739/. 15 s. 10 d., 
added to the contract and other contingent expenses, exceeds the sum borrowed from the 
Exchequer Bill Loan Commissioners by 452/. 14s. 9 d. 

The following is a statement of the Account. 



Amount of contract ------ 

Amount of work in fittings, additions, &c. - 

Amount paid to clerk of works - 
To treasurer of the Union for reimbursing payments 
made to clerk of works - 
Advertisements ------- 

Ironmongery ------- 

Law expenses - 
Messrs. Barnes & Winter - 



Total Amount of Expenditure - - - 
Amount borrowed of the Exchequer Bill Loan Commis- 
sioners : 

Contract -------- 

To clerk of works and contingencies 
Workhouse site ------- 



£. 


s. 


d. 


2,100 


- 


- 


739 


15 


10 


75 


15 


8 


65 


15 


6 


1 


11 


6 


49 


14 


- 


19 


17 


4 


15 


15 


- 


- - 




- £. 


2,100 






484 


- 


- 


16 




- 


2,600 


_ 


_ 


15 


10 


9 * 



Additional amount required 



[* Note. — It appears that, owing to a clerical error, these sums were stated to the Guar- 
dians as 15 1. 10s. 1 d. and 452 1. 14s. 9d. respectively : the correct amounts 
are as here stated in this return.] 

As it may be satisfactory to the Guardians to see the original account for additional 
work, the Commissioners have directed Mr. Clements, their Assistant Commissioner, to lay 
*t before the Board. 
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The excess of expenditure beyond the amount borrowed has been occasioned by forming 
too low an estimate of the extent of fittings ultimately found indispensable for completing the 
house ; besides this, the waterworks, which it was found necessary to prepare, have caused au 
increased outlay. 

From the report of their architect and personal inspection, the Commissioners are of 
opinion, that, although the building is defective in several minor details of finish, especially 
in the interior, the work is yet, on the whole, sound and substantial, and such as cannot rea- 
sonably be objected to. 

The most material defects are the imperfect setting of the window-frames, in several 
instances, “the shortness of the metal sashes and waler-bars, the want of filleting round the 
chimney shafts, the want of tongueing to the boarded floors, the imperfect tempering of the 
clay floors, and other minor items, for the remedying of which the architect has made a 
deduction from Mr. Maguire’s account; and the Commissioners have directed the necessary 
repairs and alterations to be put in hand immediately, and when these shall be completed, 
they trust there will be no further ground for complaints. 

It will generally be found that where the amount contracted to be paid for a building is not 
equal to the expenses incurred in erecting it, the execution of it will be defective in some 
particular ; and taking all the circumstances into consideration, and looking to the amount 
of the contract, the Commissioners are of opinion that the Castlederg Workhouse has been 
completed in as satisfactory a manner as could be expected ; and though some of the 
expenses have been higher than was originally contemplated, yet the outlay, on the whole, is 
but a few pounds more than the estimate made by the architect, in which the building was 
put at 400 /. more than the sum for which the contract was actually made. It must be 
observed further, that in other Unions where there has been full competition, there exists even 
a greater comparative difference in the building contracts. The contract for the Gortin 
Workhouse, which is of the same extent as Castlederg, is 589/. higher; that for Ballycastle 
Workhouse, to accommodate 300 paupers, is 1,776/. higher; and that for Kilkeel, also for 
300 paupers, is 1,950/. higher. 

As it will be necessary to raise a further loan, in order to pay the balance due to the con- 
tractor, the Commissioners will forthwith issue an order for that purpose ; and finding that 
an outlay is required for making a permanent fence round the workhouse ground, they are 
prepared to include in the order whatever reasonable sum may be deemed necessary for that 
or any other work which the Guardians may consider to be necessary or advisable at this 
time. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk of the Guardians of the C. T. Walmisley, First Clerk. 

Castlederg Union. 



Letter from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 7671 D. 41.) 

Gentlemen, Castlederg Workhouse, 20th August 1841. 

The Guardians of the Castlederg Union beg to acknowledge the letter of the 31st of July, 
from the Poor Law Commissioners’ Office, relative to the account from Mr. Maguire, the 
contractor, for additional work in the erection of the Castlederg Workhouse, with his original 
account for additional work. 

1. The Guardians cannot offer an opinion on the statement that the excess of expenditure 
has been occasioned by forming too low an estimate of the extent of fittings, until they have 
examined the original contract and proposal, and compared it with Mr. Maguire’s account, 
and they do not think that they should be held responsible for an unnecessarily expensive 
mode of supplying the house with water ; at the same time, they are willing to make a fair 
allowance for the flooring of the hospital, and such other matters as may appear to be 
chargeable as extras, and pay for them at fair prices. 

2. The Guardians cannot assent to the statement that “ the work is, on the whole, sound 
and substantial, and such as cannot reasonably be objected to.” They are surprised that 
any architect should make such a report, and, against the personal inspection of the Com- 
missioner, they beg to urge their experience during an attendance of nearly six months in all 
weathers : their opinion is already before the Commissioners, and they have seen no reason 
as yet to alter it. 

3. When the material defects alluded to in the Commissioners’ letter have been properly cor- 
rected, there will be better means of judging of the correctness of these extraordinary opinions ; 
but if the Commissioners purpose that the other defects should be remedied in the same man- 
ner as the want of tongueing in theboarded floors, the Guardians beg most earnestly to protest 
against the proceeding ; the former tongueing is replaced by iron, which is neither as broad 
nor as thick as that originally introduced, and yet the boards are splitting, so that they doubt 
that the floors will be improved by this tongueing. 

4. They have also to suggest, that the imperfect tempering of the clay floors will not be 
remedied by re-making only one or two of the worst ; it is apparent that all have been equally 
ill made, and consequently should be renewed. The Guardians have also to express their 
regret that the repairs which they had so urgently demanded, have been postponed to this 
season of the year, and have to state that the walls have become so saturated with water, 

that 
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that some months must elapse after the window-frames have been staunched before it can be 
ascertained whether the rain does not penetrate through the main building. 

5. The Guardians are astonished at the doctrine laid down by the Commissioners, that 
they were not to expect the work to be well done because the Commissioners’ architect was 
of opinion that the work had been taken at too low a price ; they had always understood 
that the Commissioners were solely responsible for the execution of the work ; had prepared 
their specification, so that the work must be well done ; if the specification be properly drawn, 
the work should be well done, whether the contractor undertakes to do it for 200 1 ., or 2,000/. ; 
if this doctrine were correct, then would the person who has undertaken to patch the house 
be justified in doing it wretchedly, as he will be quite under-paid. The price paid for work in 
other Unions cannot be drawn into comparison, unless the local circumstances are precisely the 
same. The Guardians know nothing of the circumstances of Ballycastle or Kilkeel, nor of the 
extent of competition for the Gortin Workhouse ; but they never knew that lime, which can be 
had within two miles of Castlederg, was brought a distance of 1C from Drumkin to Gortin, 
and that, from the hilly nature of the country, between Strabane and Gortin, the carriage of 
timber, slates and other heavy matters would be much greater to Gortin than to Castlederg ; 
but these reasonings do not affect the case. The Guardians contend that they have a right 
to have the workhouse properly finished, as provided for in the contract ; when that is done, 
they will be willing to pay for the bouse, and a reasonable price for the extras to which they 
inay be fairly liable. 

6. The Guardians thank the Commissioners for the courtesy with which they have offered 
to include in the loan the sums for which they may have occasion for inclosing the work- 
house ground, or other necessary work : the Guardians will immediately set about preparing 
estimates for building a porch, for inclosing and levelling the ground, and for making a more 
direct approach to the workhouse ; and they trust that the Commissioners will advance to 
them the sums necessary for those purposes from the sum retained from the contractor, 
which, of course, will not be paid to him until the whole matter is concluded. The Board of 
Guardians request that the Commissioners will forward to them, for their information, the 
estimate made by the architect for the building at Castlederg. 

We have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. James Anderson , Chairman. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
27th August 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have duly received Mr. Anderson’s letter, dated the 
20th instant, in which he states the views of the Board of Guardians of the Castlederg Union, 
in reference to the contract for building the workhouse and the execution of the work. 

The Commissioners deemed it right, in the first instance, to refer Mr. Anderson’s letter to 
their architect, who is responsible to the Commissioners for all the details connected with 
the several buildings, in order that he might furnish such explanations as appeared to be 
called for. This he has accordingly done, and the copy of his letter on the occasion herewith 
enclosed, in which he refers successively to the several paragraphs of Mr. Anderson’s letter, 
will, the Commissioners trust, serve to remove the misapprehension on certain points which 
appears now to exist. 

The Commissioners always desire to afford every information to the Guardians, and to aid 
them and act with them in a spirit of perfect cordiality. The Guardians must be aware, 
however, that, with the multifarious duties devolved upon the Commissioners, and the pressure 
of business to which they are subjected, particular calls upon their attention cannot always 
he immediately answered without inconveniently interfering with other urgent duties. 

The circumstances connected with the erection of the Castlederg Workhouse, and the 
building itself, in its several stages, have certainly occupied a much larger portion of the 
time of the Commissioners and their architect than was compatible with the attention due 

the other houses ; and if there had been many of such cases it would have been impossible 
lor the Commissioners to carry forward effectively the buildings which are now in nearly a 
hundred of the Unions in progress. 

The Commissioners make this statement simply in order to assure the Guardians that no 
avoidable delay or obstacle has been suffered to intervene to prevent the efficient and prompt 
completion of the works by the Commissioners, and that every attention has been given 
thereto which was compatible with their other duties. 

The Guardians appear to be aware that the providing of the several workhouses in 
Ireland is cast upon the Commissioners, who are solely answerable to the Legislature for the 
Performance of this difficult and very important duty. The Commissioners are also 
empowered to order and direct the Guardians to borrow the money requisite for this object, 
an d the Government, through the intervention of the Commissioners, has consented to 
a dvance the necessary sums on terms most highly advantageous to the several Unions; 
^ch are the relative duties and liabilities established by the Irish Poor Relief Act. 1 he 
~oniinissioners are responsible for providing the workhouse, the Guardians are responsible 

°r raising the sums required by the Commissioners for this purpose, and, for the use of the 
house when completed and handed over to them, for administering relief to the destitute 
Poor therein. 

^16. h h 4 The 
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Workhouses The Commissioners will take care, in fulfilment of their part of the duty, that the work* 
(Complaints). house of the Castlederg Union shall be made complete and effective, and they must require 

" the Guardians to perform their duty by taking the requisite steps for obtaining the funds 

Castlederg Union. requirad for this purpose. 

The Guardians, however, appear to consider that they have an option in this matter ; 
that they, not the Commissioners, are, in fact, to judge of the work, and may choose to pay 
for such portions of it only as they approve, and retuse payment for such as they do not 
approve ; thus constituting themselves the judges, instead of the Commissioners. 

The Commissioners can only say, that this is not the view of the duties of the two parties 
respectively sanctioned by the provisions of the Poor Relief Act. The Commissioners, with 
the assistance of their architect, of whose competent integrity and devotion to his duties 
they have had abundant proofs, have used, and will continue to use, their best endeavours to 
protect the interests of the Union, so far as is consistent with justice and their duty to the 
public, but they must also expect and require from the Guardians a due fulfilment of their 
portion, within the limits prescribed by the law. 

A right understanding on this point, and on the relative duties of Boards of Guardians 
and the Commissioners, is essential, not only as respects the workhouse arrangements at 
present, but also with respect to the orderly and efficient operations of the Union in future, 
and the Commissioners very earnestly invite the Guardians to give the subject, in all its 
bearings, their best attention. 

In conclusion, the Commissioners desire to impress upon the Guardians the necessity of 
their forthwith ascertaining what further sum will be required for inclosing the workhouse 
ground and other necessary work, if any, in order that the amount may be added to the 
452/. 14s. 9 d., now shown to be deficient, and the requisite steps taken for obtaining another 
loan to cover the entire deficiency ; unless this be immediately done, the expense of a lawsuit 
will be cast upon the Union, the contractor having given notice of his intention to proceed 
for the recovery of the amount now due to him under the architect’s certificate, and which 
he will certainly recover, with interest and costs, against the Union. On every account, 
therefore, it is desirable that no time should be lost. 

In addition to the documents forwarded to the Board of Guardians yesterday, the Com- 
missioners desire now to enclose a copy of the Assistant Commissioner’s and the architect’s 
reports on the tenders. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Chairman and Board of Guardians Arthur Moore , Chief Clerk, 

of the Castlederg Union. 

Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 

I. Architect’s Observations (25th August 1841), with reference to the foregoing Letter, 
dated the 20th August 1841, from the Guardians. 

1. The account for the extra expenditure has been agreed to by the Commissioners, after 
a careful examination of the contract, and the works which it embraces. 

The mode adopted for a supply of water is superior to a well and pump ; it is one that 
was determined on agreeably to the Assistant Commissioner’s arrangement with the Guar- 
dians ; and, at the time of taking possession of the site, it was arranged that the house 
should be supplied from the spring water now conveyed by pipes into a cistern in the 
building. 

2. With reference to the statement of the Guardians as to the alleged imperfection of 
the works, I beg to state, that they have been again surveyed by myself, and since by 
Mr. Ryan, and I can only reiterate my opinion, there appears nothing to indicate that the 
erection of the building generally is not substantial, excepting as regards the minor works, 
which the contractor failed to complete satisfactorily, and which are now being remedied by 
a respectable builder, and are to be paid for out of the sum deducted from the contractor’s 
account. 

3. The tongueing now being used in the place where it was omitted, is best suited for the 
purpose, and will equally, with any other that could be used, answer the object intended ; a 
few of the floor boards may be injured by this tongueing, because it cannot be introduced 
so well now as at the time the flooring was first completed ; but such boards will be 
replaced. 

4. The floors which showed an improper tempering have been taken up to be relaid ; 
but the others appear to be sufficient, and only require in some places a better surface 
finish. 

Experience shows in all buildings, that a contractor at a sum below the real cost of the 
work, never executes the building in so satisfactory a manner as one who receives a proper 
remuneration for his outlay and labour ; and with the contractor for this house there has, 
from the first, been great difficulty in getting the works properly performed, and the building 
finished in a reasonable time, and continual intervention and correction from this office, as 
to the course and mode of proceeding of the contractor, was necessary. Measures have 
been taken, however, as has been pointed out, for securing effectually the proper completion 
of the works. 

5-6. The estimate which I made for the works embraced in the contract was 2,500/., as 
is stated in my report on the tenders for the erection of the workhouse, at which time the 
necessary calculations were made showing that amount. 
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The account with the Union now stands as follows : — 
mount borrowed of the Exchequer Loan Commissioners, with interest 
accruing thereon ---------- 

£■ s. d. 

Amount of contract - - - - - - - 2,100 - - 

Amount of works in fittings and additions, and certified 
by the architect in the terms of the contract - - 739 15 10 

Amount of disbursements paid out of the loan to clerks 
of works, Messrs. Barnes & Winter, law expenses, 
ironmongery and advertisements - 228 9 - 

Leaving a deficiency to be provided for of - - - - £. 



£. s. d. 
2,615 10 1 



To this must be added any outlay which may be required for inclosing the site, and 
making any additions and alterations, if the Commissioners shall deem it expedient to 
sanction and provide for any such. 

25th August 1841. Geo. Wilkinson. 



Letter from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 8602 D. 41.) 

Gentlemen, Castlederg Workhouse, 17th September 1841. 

The Board of Guardians of the Castlederg Union have duly received the communication 
from the Poor Law Commissioners of the 27th August, m reply to the letter from 
Mr. Anderson, vice-chairman of the Board, in reference to the contract for building the 
Castlederg Workhouse, and the execution of the work ; the Guardians beg to refer to the 
reports of the committee of their body on the observations of Mr. Wilkinson. 

The Guardians of the Castlederg Union, in their anxiety to procure information on subjects 
so immediately affecting them, have not pressed, as far as they have been aware, the Poor 
Law Commissioners, at a time rendered inconvenient by their multifarious duties. If the 
circumstances connected with the erection of the Castlederg Workhouse have occupied a 
large portion of the time of the Commissioners, the Guardians have to represent that that 
has not been caused by any act or correspondence of theirs, but has been occasioned by the 
negligence or incompetence of the contractor, or the persons employed by the Commissioners. 

The Board of Guardians make this statement simply, lest it might be supposed, from the 
tone of the Commissioners’ letter, that they had opposed delay or obstacle to the efficient 
and prompt completion of the workhouse. 

The Guardians are aware that the building of the workhouses in Ireland is cast upon the 
Poor Law Commissioners, and that they solely are responsible to the Legislature for the 
performance of that duty; and to the order of the Commissioners for borrowing the sum 
stated by them to be necessary for building and furnishing the workhouse, this Board gave 
an immediate and ready obedience : but the 35th clause, which specifies the respective 
duties of the Commissioners and Guardians, authorizes the Commissioners to order and 
direct the Guardians to furnish and fit up the workhouse ; in place of doing so, the Com- 
missioners undertook this work, and the Guardians assented to their so doing, as they 
believed that the work would be executed with economy. Finding that such is not the 
case, the Guardians have been obliged, most reluctantly, to appeal to the Commissioners to 
have the work properly executed, and the contractor’s bills for extra works reduced to rea- 
sonable prices. The Guardians insist that neither of these have been done, and that, 
therefore, they perform their duty to their constituents by not taking steps tor raising the 
funds until the Commissioners have made the workhouse complete and effective ; which 
the Commissioners, by the phrases “ will take care ” “ shall be made,” acknowledge it is 
Dot yet. 

The Board of Guardians cannot believe that the contractor could recover in a court of 
jaw for the work contracted for, and extras charged, unless he at the same time made 
himself responsible for the penalties incurred by the non-execution of this contract in due 
time. 

The Board of Guardians will take immediate steps to ascertain what further sums may 
he necessary for inclosing the workhouse grounds for building a porch, for raising the 
hospital, and for putting the house in order, as far as these works may be sanctioned by the 
Poor Law Commissioners, and will inform the Commissioners of the amount. 

(signed) By order of the Board of Guardians, 
To the Poor Law Commissioners. David Johnston, Clerk. 
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Further Communication from the Board of Guardians to the Commissioners, received 
with the foregoing ; with the Observations of the Commissioners’ Architect thereon. 

(No 8602 D. 41.) Castlederg Union Workhouse, 

'Gentlemen/ 18th September 1841. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians to forward the following for your information, 
taken from the minute-book of the Castlederg Union : 

Copy of a Minute of the Board of Guardians of the Castlederg Union, held at the 
Board-room on the 17th of September 1841. 

The committee that was appointed to report on Mr. Maguire’s account and the letter of 
Mr. Wilkinson, having made their report, and laid the same before the Board, it was moved 
by Robert Porter, esq., and seconded by Thomas Sproule, esq.. That this report be received, 
and a copy be sent to the Poor Law Commissioners, accompanied by the letter, as agreed 
upon by the Board. 

Report of the Committee. 0 bser vations, dated 27th September 1841, 

by the Commissioners’ Architect on this 
statement. 

Your committee begleave to report, that, From first to last there was always great 
having examined the different communications trouble in getting the contractor to proceed 
laid before them by your Board from the in a satisfactory manner ; but, owing to the 
Poor Law Commissioners, dated the 27th day low amounts of his contract, there was no 
of August last, — course but to carry on the works through him, 

They find, on referring to the contract reserving money on account of his under- 
entered into by Mr. Maguire with the Poor taking for remedying defects and deficiencies 
Law Commissioners, that he was accountable that might occur. 

to Mr. Wilkinson, the architect to the Poor In the adjustment of Mr. Maguire s account 

Law Commissioners, and that in the contract the state of the works was not overlooked ; 
made between the parties sufficient powers delay did occur in getting the works lately 
were vested in the hands of the architect to performed put in operation, in consequence 
have the work properly executed ; but your of the difficulty of finding a satisfactory person 
committee regret that Mr. Wilkinson did not who could undertake them, 
use those powers for the proper completion of 
the contract. 

The state of the house, immediately after 
Mr. Maguire’s handing over the building to 
the architect, was accurately described in a 
communication made to the Poor Law Com- 
missioners by the chairman and vice-chair- 
man of the Board in the month of March 
last ; and though they, at the same time, and 
previous to Mr. Maguire’s accounts being 
settled, requested that immediate steps should 
be taken to put the house in proper repair, 
nothing was done for a length of time. 

Your committee regret to find that Mr. The certificate was given for enabling me 
Wilkinson, by granting to Mr. Maguire his to bring the accounts and undertaking with 
certificate for the amount of his account, and Mr. Maguire to a close, so as to terminate 
for extra works done by Mr. Maguire (merely the transactions with him, a course that was 
deducting the sum of 26 1. 4 s., which sum we considered advisable, 
are quite certain is not adequate for even 
a temporary repair), has placed Mr. Maguire 
in a position to defeat any further steps that 
might be taken against him for remedying the 
detects in the building. 

Mr. Nicholls, the Poor Law Commissioners The security of the windows is not depen- 
and Mr. Wilkinson having visited the house dent on putty, except to such parts that 
in the month of July last, and seeing the putty is always and necessarily used, 
state of the house at that period, workmen 
have since been employed ; but your com- 
mittee are of opinion that those repairs are 
only temporary, that the puttying of the 
windows is not likely to render them water- 
tight beyond this winter, and not in any 
manner sufficient for the safety of the works. 

Your committee regret that the Poor Law Commissioners have refused to forward to your 
Board Mr. Ryan’s report on the state of the workhouse, which he visited in the month of 
March last, as it might have enabled your committee to form some idea of the repairs neces- 
sary to put the workhouse in a permanent and proper state ; but as we have not this 
advantage, your committee would recommend that a properly qualified person be employed 
to inspect the buildings, and make out an estimate for the different repairs necessary to put 
the workhouse in thorough and permanent order, to make an estimate for the erection of a 
porch to the front entrance of the main building, and an estimate for a stone and lime wall» 
1 seven 
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I. 

seven feet high, for inclosing the entire grounds of the workhouse : and we beg to recom- Workhouses 

mend that the hospital be raised a story, and the present appropriated to infirm and con- ' o mp am ). 

valescent paupers ; and to distinguish in his estimate between expense of the work neces- Castlederg Union, 
sary to remedy the defects of the building, and those new works now suggested by your com- 
mittee ; and that the additional expense which may be necessary to put the building into 
the condition which the contractor was bound to do by the terms of his contract may appear 
distinctly. 

Your committee would recommend that application be made to the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners that the sums required for the above works may be borrowed from the Exchequer 
Loan Fund. . 

Having the plans and specifications now before us, accompanied by Mr. Maguire’s accounts, 
we deem it unnecessary to enter minutely into the items, as Mr. Wilkinson has granted a 
certificate, which your committee fear will prove a bar to any legal proceedings to recover 
from the contractor, and they therefore merely call your attention to some items in 
Mr. Maguire’s account ; viz. — 

The Gangways. 

No credit has been given for the flooring, The price allowed for the gangways is in 
for which the gangways have been substi- consideration of the flooring in the price per 
tuted. square, for the gangways would have been so 

Infirmary floors overcharged : straw store much greater, 
much overcharged according to the work. 



Meal-Bin. 

Overcharged, and very imperfectly finished The price allowed was considered with 
(since altered). reference to the execution of the work. 

Racks for holding old Clothes in Proba- 
tionary Wards. 

Much overcharged, and very imperfectly 
made ; one-half the price sufficient. 

Sink in the Kitchen. 

Quite too high, 30 s. enough. 

Drains. 

The drains very imperfectly made ; bad I am informed the centre of this drain has 
material, and worse workmanship ; in the sunk, owing to its being carried over made 
one drain opened, the centre of the drain is ground, which has settled a little in the centre 
18 inches lower than near the outlet, conse- of drain, 
quently it is of no use. 

Stoves. 

When put in were quite inefficient and im- I am not aware of the state the stoves are 
perfect, being cracked, and left so by the now in, or what difference there is in their 
contractor. present state and when first delivered ; but I 

am of opinion the stoves have been injured 
since they have been used. 

Window Bars. 

Are quite imperfect and useless for the 
purpose required. 

The attention of your committee having been called to a communication to the Com- 
missioners from Mr. Wilkinson, the architect, in reference to your letter of the 20th August 
last, to the Poor Law Commissioners, your committee see no sufficient grounds adduced in 
his explanations to alter their opinions with regard to Mr. Maguire’s liabilities to perform 
his contract in a proper and permanent manner, or to change our opinions with regard to the 
insufficiency of the works. 

The committee do not complain of the mode of supplying water, but the cost of it ; a 
charge is made of 340 days of labourers for opening drains and filling up the same over the 
metal pipes, amounting to 25 1. 10 s., and we are of opinion that the same should have been 
done for 2 1. 

The present repairs are well executed, but they appear to be merely temporary, and it can 
scarcely be expected that the puttying round the windows will last for more than one 
winter. 

If the tongueing now used were the proper The only difference is in its width, and it 
?ne, your committee cannot understand why was considered better not to put in the 
If was not provided to be so executed in the tongueing so wide as at first, in consequence 
contract. of the work being more easily performed, 

owing to the occupation of the house and the 
filling in some of the joints. 

Your committee do not feel surprised that 
^ public officer should endeavour to cover 
his want of care (after due warning of the 

6 1 6. state i i 2 



iage digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





248 CORRESPONDENCE between the POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS and 



Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Castlederg Union. 



state of the house) in granting a certificate 
for imperfect work, by the argument or asser- 
tion that builders contracting on a low esti- 
mate do not execute their work properly. 

Your committee have always found 
builders, like other people, anxious to do as 
little as they can for their money ; but if this 
assertion were to have weight, there would be 
an end to all competition by public tenders. 

Your committee have no means of judging 
of the prices at which the estimate of Mr. 
Wilkinson was made ; but if they were similar 
to those allowed by him for the extra works, 
then your committee are convinced that 
the work should have been executed for the 
sum named by Mr. Maguire in his proposal, 
as the wages he paid were fully one-fifth less 
than those allowed by Mr. Wilkinson, and 
it is presumed that the materials were charged 
in proportion. 

By 



Experience proves this in contracts of the 
kind. 



It is considered that the one-fifth price 
allowed for wages is not more than a suffi- 
cient remuneration to contractors, whose only 
profit for day-work is in the increased amount 
allowed beyond their payments. 

Geo. W. 

order of the Board of Guardians, 

David Johnston, Clerk to the Guardians. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No. 135 M. 41.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

* gjj. 8th November 1841 . 

With reference to the further loan required for payment of the expenses incurred in pro- 
viding a workhouse for the Castlederg Union, the Poor Law Commissioners desire to call the 
attention of the Board of Guardians to the Commissioners’ letter of the 27th August last, 
and the request therein made, that the Guardians would ascertain and state what further 
sum it may be considered desirable by them to apply for. The Commissioners have now to 
state, that they have received notice of an action on the part of Mr. Maguire, the contractor 
for the building, for the recovery of the amount due to him, which there can be no doubt 
will be decided in his favour, and the Union will thereby be subjected to the charge of legal 
proceedings, in addition to the payment of interest, unless measures be speedily taken for 
obtaining the funds required. , 

The Commissioners, therefore, renew their request that the Guardians will forthwith 
state the particulars of any expenses which they would wish to include in the additional 
loan previously to the Commissioners issuing the necessary order, empowering the Board of 
Guardians to borrow. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Castlederg Union. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 1051 1 D. 41 .) Castlederg Workhouse, 

Gentlemen, 12th November 1841. 

I am directed by the Castlederg Board of Guardians to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 8th instant, and to express their regret that the Commissioners had^ no 
considered the reasons, urged in their former letter, sufficient to justify their refusal of ttie 
contractor’s demands ; also to state that the Board of Guardians having employed an architect 
to examine the workhouse, a copy of his report they beg leave to transmit to the 
sioners for their consideration, and from this report they trust the Commissioners will see 
that the Board of Guardians were justified in their opinions respecting the deficiency o 
works, and that from no feeling of factious opposition have they resisted the claims o 
Mr. Maguire, or the orders of the Commissioners. . 

The Board of Guardians direct me to inquire whether it is the intention of the Com ^ 
sioners to issue an order requiring them to borrow the sums specified in their letter o 
31 st of July, as they hope, on the perusal of the annexed report, the views of the Commia^ 
sioners might undergo some change. A special meeting will be held on the 19th ins a 
to receive the Commissioners’ answer. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, James Anderson, Chairman. 

Dublin. 



Enclosure 
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Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 

Mr. Keane’s Report. 

Castlederg, 30th October 1841. 

To the Board of Guardians of the Castlederg Union Workhouse. 

Gentlemen, 

Having been appointed by you to inspect and report on the state of the Castlederg Union 
Workhouse, I herewith submit my opinions thereon. 

First, I have attentively examined the building, with the plans and specification before 
me, and I consider the masonry very coarsely and inattentively executed, so much so, that 
in several places throughout the works there is little or no break-joints for five or six feet in 
height. These walls receive the wet and damp, which they admit to the interior of the apart- 
ments, as they are not at all built in conformity with the specification, which justly directs the 
masonry to be constructed of the best materials ; the stones to be carefully laid, and to have 
both inside and outside equally smooth ; not to be filled with small stones, but to be well laid, 
and closely bedded. These instructions not having been attended to in the construction ot 
the exterior walls, I now recommend,, as necessary to keep the apartments dry, that the 
entire exterior of the building should receive, at a proper season, a good coat of sharp-sized 
pebble dashing, on an adhesive coat of plastering (previously taking out the loose mortar 
from the joints), the same previously washed. The cost of this remedy I estimate at the 
conclusion of my report. There are some cracks and settlements appearing in the exterior 
an'des at the eastern gable of the main building, which cannot now be remedied, and the 
quoins of the buildings throughout are not the dimensions specified, being directed to have 
ten-inch beds as the minimum ; whereas they average only from six inches to nine inches ; 
this defect cannot now be remedied. 

The ceilings in the board-room and other apartments are cracked in several places, and 
part patched where some pieces have fallen. These defects require stopping and repairing, 
which cost 1 annex at the end of the report, with other items. 

The metal sashes and weather bars do not properly or closely fit the wood frames, the 
castings being too small ; and to remedy this serious defect slips of wood and some putty 
have been applied, but without good effect or permanency ; and it appears to me the only 
effectual remedy is to have new wood frames made to fit weather tight and staunchly the 
metal works. The cost of this remedy I annex also at the end of the report ; and I beg 
to add, that the new frames should be well bedded in Roman cement or mortar, and the sills 
staunchly tongued to window-seats. The specification very properly directs, “ that all the 
window-frames should be water and weather tight at present they are neither. 

The stone window-seats are, in my opinion, rather scanty, and not well adapted to resist 
the rains and damps of this climate. I would recommend new 
seats to be supplied at the same time with the new frames, and to 
have them sufficiently broad to pass under the entire sill of the 
frame, with a back-rabbet of one inch and a-half, and half an inch 
at least, and to have a drip or sunk fence out from the frame of half 
an inch at least, thus : — 

The cost of this remedy I also annex. 

As the windows are near the floors in the upper dormitories, I would recommend having 
the window backs not splayed down ; as at present they afford a ready passage for the rain- 
water, penetrating under the window-sills, to pass down to the platforms on which the 
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The iron tongueings in the joints of the platforms (as now executed) are not adequate to resist 
the penetration of the water, the grooves being too wide, as prepared for longer scantling ; 
the joints of the boards are very open, and in many parts pieced and slipped. These 
tongueinn-s are not in conformity with the specification, and to remedy, in some measure, this 
defect, I would recommend the joints of the platforms to be all caulked, the expense of 
which I annex with the other items. 

The specification very properly states, “ that great care must be taken to have all angles 
of walls and openings perpendicular and straight." It is much to be regretted such instruc- 
tions have not been attended to, either in the masonry or brickwork; and as applies to 
the exterior, this unsightly appearance may be removed in the dashing, but the interior (not 
being plastered) will still exhibit this deformity. It is further to be regretted that the bricks 
in the joints and arches externally are not as specified, viz., “ of the quality,” nor are they 
laid in accordance with the specification, “ having half-inch joints of mortar,” as they now 
show too much mortar for neat work ; this, however, will be covered by the dashing. 

The coping stones in yard-walls are specified to be closely set in their beds, and laid with 
good mortar ; they now require re-pointing to keep further damage from the walls ; the 
amount is annexed. 

The specification directs “ all proper surface drains to be carefully made or formed, to 
keep the ground dry.” I presume such surface drains to be paved channel corners, and 
which are not well executed in this case, and require repairs. 

The outside sewer on the west flank of the building is very carelessly executed with 
loose rough dry materials, aud defective in its levels ; this requires remedy, as annexed, as 
also a flag cover of cesspool at this flank, which is broken. 

The stone steps at probationary wards are not rabbeted on each other, nor inserted in the 
walls as specified. To remedy this would require reconstructing, as annexed. 

616 . I i 3 The 
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Workhouses The receiving flags under the rain-water tanks or pipes are charged in bill of extra works ■ 
(Complaints). I consider them part of the surface drainage, and therefore should not be charged. 

* . Several of the metal stoves charged for in the bill of extra works are cracked and defective, 

Castlederg Union. an( j re q U j re to be remedied, as annexed. 

The flagging in kitchen, washhouse, and in infirmary passages is very indifferent in quality 
and workmanship, and not laid in comer, as specified, and m several places cracked and 
broke, and requiring repairs; amount annexed. 

Some of the mortar floors are by no means as specified, “ of the best materials,” perfectly 
level and smooth, executed in the most approved manner, on good dry materials six inches 
thick ; they require remedy with the other items. 

The projection in the centre, to point to main building, appears to have continuous upright 
joints, not in alternate stones passing each other; this cannot now be remedied, but the 
dashing will cover it. 

The gutter, where stair-case walls rise on wash-house, ought to be staunchly leaded, and 
metal eave-spouting should be applied to top of stair-case projection, to prevent injury to 
the subject-roof of wash-house; the amount as annexed with other items. 

The specification, generally, in its concluding clauses, directs “all the works to be left 
quite sound and perfect, and the workmanship executed in the best and most substantial 
manner.” 

It is much to be regretted the building in question does not, by any means, fulfil such 
clauses or conditions, and it is the more to be deplored as the situation is a very exposed 
one ' I have, &c., 

John Ji. Keane. 



(No. 3452 D. 42.) 21 st March. 

Abstract of the Sums necessary to remedy the several Matters referred to in Report; viz. 

, £. s. d. 

Dashing and reveals throughout ------- 

The window-frames throughout, and stone seats, and plastering ceiling. 

Caulking floors of platforms, &c., squaring up window breaks, &c. - 
Repairing copings in yard walls, flagging at wash-house, kitchen and pas- 
sages, also the mortar floors referred to, the paved channel corners, 
west flank sewer, flag cover of cesspool, and stairs at probationary 
wards, and gutter and cave spouts at rere of staircase over wash-house 
roof, about - - - - - 

Metal stoves, where cracked and defective 



£. 210 - 



Abstract of Items in Bill of extra Work to be disallowed ; viz. 



Credit flooring and joints as originally intended, where gangways are now 
placed ------------ 

Quoins charged for, but which are directed by the specification 
Paved drains charged for, but which are in specification as surface drains 

£. 



£. 


S. 


d. 


40 


5 


6 


6 


— 


— 


3 


18 


8 


50 


4 


2 



N.B. — The item of 25 /. charged in bill of extra works for cutting to lay water-pipes, 
appears to me an enormous sum for the work performed, and indeed impossible that a 
labourer’s time for near a whole year could be justly occupied in cutting about 200 yards 
in earth. J. B. K. 



Further Letter from the Board of Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 10553 D. 41.) 

Gentlemen, Castlederg, 15th November 1841. 

In the letter which we had the honour of addressing you on Friday last respecting the 
Castlederg Workhouse, we omitted to request of the Commissioners the propriety of not 
allowing judgment to go by default, and that they would give directions that if necessary 
an appearance should be entered before Friday next, in order that the Board of Guardians 
may not be precluded from taking defence to the action, should they think fit, that 
M r. Maguire threatens. __ , 

We have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. Ja • Anderson, for 

R. A. Ferguson, bart., Chairman. 
James Anderson, Vice-Chairman. 
Edward Sproule, Dep. V. Chairman. 

Letter 
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Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(Nos. 10511 & 10553 D. 41.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Gentlemen, 17th November 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration Mr. Anderson’s communica- 
tions of the 12th and 15th instant, and the report of Mr. Keane, the architect, whom the 
Guardians have employed to examine into the state of the buildings. With respect to the 
latter document, the Commissioners have to observe that they did not object to Mr. Keane’s 
being employed to inspect the buildings, although they were sensible that it might be pro- 
ductive of misapprehension and inconvenience, for it rarely happens that two professional 
men will concur in the same view in such a case as the present. And as the responsibility 
of judging and deciding upon the sufficiency of the works and the due execution of the 
contract in all respects rests exclusively with the Commissioners’ architect, no good seemed 
likely to arise from calling in another architect to give an opinion which could be of no 
authority upon a matter already settled in conformity with the stipulations of the contract 
and the provisions of the Irish Poor Relief Act. 

Notwithstanding this obvious objection, the Commissioners were so desirous of meeting 
the wishes of the Guardians in all respects as far as they possibly could, that they did not 
interfere to prevent the adoption of the course proposed, the result of which is now shown 
in Mr. Keane’s report. 

The Commissioners do not feel called upon to give any opinion upon the points adverted 
to in this report, or on the report itself ; but their architect will, if possible in time for this 
post, furnish such observations thereon as he deems right, although liis doing so necessarily 
withdraws him from other duties of greater urgency and importance, and is productive of 
much inconvenience and obstruction to the public service. 

It appears to be supposed that Mr. Keane’s report may possibly have caused some 
ehange in the Commissioners’ views as respects the Castlederg Workhouse, and they con- 
sider it necessary, therefore, to state that this is not the case ; nothing reported by Mr. 
Keane, nor any other circumstance which has come within their knowledge, has caused any 
change in the Commissioners’ opinion of the character and sufficiency of the building, or in 
their intentions as to the course to be pursued, and they would long since have issued the 
order for raising the sum requisite for discharging the balance due to the contractor, was it 
not that in their letter of the 27th of August they had requested the Guardians to ascertain 
what further sum would be required for inclosing the workhouse ground and other necessary 
works, in order that the amount might be added to the 452/. 14s. 9d. then shown to be 
deficient, and that the Guardians in their reply to that letter on the 17th of September 
stated that they would take immediate steps to ascertain what further sum would be neces- 
sary, and inform the Commissioners of the amount. No such communication has yet been 
received from the Guardians, and in consequence no step has been taken ; and the Com- 
missioners must therefore again refer to their letter of the 27th of August, and urge the 
Guardians to prevent further delay by transmitting the promised statement, when the 
necessary order for raising the amount required shall forthwith be issued. In this order the 
Commissioners propose to include 150/. to cover the expense of repointing or covering the 
more exposed parts of the building, which now appear not altogether sufficient to exclude 
the weather in very severe 6tonns ; this work cannot be executed before next summer, and 
the necessity for it is not peculiar to the Castlederg House, as several of those buildings in 
exposed situations will require a like process, more particularly when the stone of which the 
houses are built consists of any of the varieties of slate. With reference to the request 
made in Mr. Anderson’s letter of the 15th instant, the Commissioners have to state that 
they will take all the steps which they are advised to be necessary on the occasion ; but the 
Guardians ought to be aware that nothing which can be done will relieve them from the 
necessity of discharging the balance of the contractor’s account, as now duly certified, 
together with interest and all charges incurred and accruing thereon. No time should be 
lost, therefore, in taking the steps requisite for this purpose. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Chairman and Board of Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Castlederg Union. 



Observations by the Commissioners’ Architect on Mr. Keane’s Report, referred to 
in the foregoing Letter. 

(No. 10511 D. 41.) 

I have first to observe, with reference to Mr. Keane’s report, that while making a survey 
°f the building, he has kept in view and made his comparisons with a building of perfect 
execution, and finished in a style superior to that which is required under the terms of the 
contract, and superior to what was contemplated in the execution of the workhouses, on 
'yhicli no expense was intended to be incurred beyond that which was requisite for plainly- 
finished and soundly-executed workmanship. There is very little, under all circumstances, 
h> complain of in regard to this kind of work throughout Mr. Keane’s report, with the 
exception of a few observations on some angles which are not exactly plumb, and some 
Joints of brick-work not so close as specified. 

Mr. Keane remarks on the joints of stores not being broken, and draws conclusions as to 
oie soundness of the walls for resisting damp very much on this account; but, at the same 

6l6. I I 4 time, 
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time, he is unable to show, notwithstanding the most scrutinizing inspection, that in any one 
part of the whole extent of the building (with the exception of the west end angles of the 
main building, where some defects exist from a different cause) do the walls present any 
indication of slightness, want of durability, or want of compactness, which would be the 
result of the alleged omission above referred to, although they are of little thickness and of 
great height and length. Mr. Keane erroneously attributes the dampness of the building to 
the execution of the walls, rather than to the nature of the materials of which they are 
built, and which experience appears to me to have proved are not in themselves sufficient to 
resist the driving rains to which they are so much exposed. The usual custom, moreover, 
of protecting all other buildings in the neighbourhood, notwithstanding their more favour- 
able situation and size, by external plastering, shows in itself that the materials are con- 
sidered insufficient to resist the weather ; and, therefore, the proposal for adding roughcast 
must be looked upon rather as a suggestion lor additional work desirable to be done than as 
a corrective of any defective execution of the walling ; and the performance of such addi- 
tional work cannot be attended with the sacrifice of any outlay already made, or with pre- 
judice to the interests of the Union in respect of that outlay, which was incurred in con- 
formity with the contract. No buildings constructed of the same sort of materials, and 
subject to similar exposure to the weather, can be pointed out in any part of the country 
which in their naked state will better resist the weather than the walls of the Castlederg 
Union Workhouse. 

Mr. Keane quotes portions of the specification, and comments favourably upon them, 
but he concludes by saying, that the works have not been executed in accordance with the 
directions contained therein. The walling has not, perhaps, at Castlederg, as elsewhere, 
been executed literally according to the specification ; but the departure from the letter of 
the specification is very slight, and the execution of the work closely conformable to its 
spirit and intention. 

It was necessary so to word the specification as to require every thing to be executed in 
the most efficient and faultless manner, in order to avoid technical difficulties and disputes 
with the contractors when any objection might be made to the work ; and a specification 
properly drawn usually provides for work which practice seldom realizes, and does not 
always require. 

The rough-cast dashing now proposed was not originally included in the contract for the 
building, because it was thought desirable to dispense with it if possible, and also to await 
the result of time to determine the necessity for using it or not. I have since formed the 
opinion that the walling does require some external protection ; and I would recommend, 
as the simplest and least costly remedy, a rough-cast plaster, but of a kind different from 
that proposed by Mr. Keauc, who suggests pebble dashing on a coat of plaster, the last- 
named portion of which I think had better be omitted. From the insecurity of so large 
a body of plastering imbibing the damp, the building would hereafter be in a worse state 
than in its present condition. In recommending the application of a rough-cast, I am of 
opinion that it is first desirable to try the effect of repointing the walls, as I apprehend the 
mortar joints may have suffered from exposure to the frost of last winter, owing to the damp 
state of the walls ; and it has been found that the upper portion of the wall, being the most 
exposed, is that which has suffered most. 

The window-frames and sashes are the next important works remarked on by Mr. Keane, 
and he proposes “ new frames and new sills the former because the iron lights do not fit 
exactly the solid rebates, and the latter because they do not go in and turn up behind the 
frames ; the use of putty is also objected to, as well as the slips or fillets of wood for 
forming rebates. 

The window-frames are made of solid wood, and are rebated to form a recess and fillet in 
which to bed the cast-iron lights, which are described as bedded in the wood frames with putty 
or white lead, as in all other buildings, because neither iron nor glass can be united or fitted close 
to wood without putty or white lead. The reason why fillets or slips forming the fillets have 
been added, has been the utter impossibility of obtaining from the foundries iron lights of the 
exact sizes required. This difficulty has been experienced with all foundries, and there has 
been very great delay in consequence of the necessity of completing the frames in general 
before the cast-iron lights have been obtained. In order to avoid the defects which attach 
to slight variations of size in iron lights (in other respects of the best material and make), 
fillets for forming additional rebates have been added to the frames at the expense of the 
contractor, not only at Castlederg, but at many other workhouses ; and as a further proof 
that they are not objectionable, it may be observed, that in many portions of the work it is 
especially provided rather 10 attach rebates than to form them out of the solid ; and 
although I consider rebated frames as the most desirable and less costly than the frames 
formed by fillets and slips, 1 cannot understand why the latter should not be equally 
durable : they are certainly more secure, and in all ordinary dwellings the sash frames are 
formed entirely with separate slips and fillets. 

The sills of the windows do not turn up behind the window-frames, nor does the contract 
require or experience show the necessity for their doing so, inasmuch as the windows else- 
where are made perfectly secure without them. Some of the window-sills would, however, 
be benefited by some additional sinking or weathering. 

It appears to me that some of the glass diamond-shaped lights admit the water, and are 
the chief cause of the defects ; and where one of these small panes of glass is defective, the 
whole window-place must be deluged. The defect of tire glazing in these can only in 
many instances be discovered by time, for amongst so many hundred panes it is very pos* 
sible that some which do not exactly fit the iron-work may be overlooked, and, in fact, when 

new 
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broken, and requiring repair. The addition of some guttering over the washhouse-roof 
would perhaps be desirable. 

With reference to the contractor’s accounts, I am of opinion that sufficient cause has not 
been shown by Mr. Keane, that any of the outlay, deemed necessary by him, should in any 
way interfere with the account, which has been adjusted with Mr. Maguire ; some of the 
works necessary may be considered as belonging to the repairs and remedy of defects pro- 
posed to be included in the amount deducted from Mr. Maguire’s account ; and although the 
sum deducted has not been sufficient to meet the outlay that has been incurred in remedying 
the defects, yet the person who undertook to remedy the defects (Mr. Gamble) has stated 
that he will not object to complete any that, under the circumstances, he can be called 
upon to remedy. 

The works which Mr. Keane considers should be disallowed in the account of extras 
ar e, 1 st, credit for the floorings. 

This credit has been fully taken into account in the price allowed to Mr. Maguire for the 
alterations of gangways, and will be seen, by reference to the cost per foot for gangways in 
other houses, where credit has been made for the flooring ; a calculation can at any time be 
entered into that will render this statement satisfactory. 

The quoins are extra, being a portion of extra walling that was executed, and which was 
calculated without the quoins; the specification does not provide for quoins, and Mr. Keane 
ls in error in remarking on this in his report ; the quoins as executed were agreed to by the 
contractor as an improvement to the appearance of the building. 

The paved drains are not in the contract, and when executed by the contractor are in all 
houses paid for as extras. 

In concluding my observations on Mr. Keane’s survey and report on the Castlederg 
Union Workhouse, which I cannot look upon as otherwise than reflecting on the discharge 
°f my duties, I beg to observe, that no allusion has been made by him to the execution of 
the work with reference to the expenditure, or any consideration made for the trouble and 
difficulty that has attended the execution of the works ; but the whole has, 1 presume, been 
surveyed by Mr. Keane, as if it was a work done under favourable circumstances, and con- 
templated only with reference to the requirements of the contract : whereas during the whole 
Proceeding, nothing but continued difficulty attended the execution of the work, which was 
undertaken by a contractor, and at an amount that could never be expected to produce a 
satisfactory result. That this has beeu the case may be seen by a reference to the nearest 
^joining workhouse, Strabane, where a building of much greater extent was being executed, 
the same period, and with infinitely less trouble, and in a manner that, taken as a whole, 
,S I s sa hsfactory as could be hoped for. 

I'o expect that a contractor of very limited means in every way is to proceed satisfactorily 

' lt “ a building by which he would lose several hundred pounds, appears to me very unrea- 
616 . K K sonable. 



ne w they are frequently free from observable defects, which afterwards become apparent. 
These lights have occasioned much trouble in nearly all the houses ; and those at Castlederg 
require to be closely looked to occasionally; but the defects, when discovered, are easily 
remedied, as the space of a pin-hole would be sufficient to allow a window-place to be com- 
pletely flooded ; these circumstances alone would occasion dampness; and as the bad weather 
drives in the water, I think it is too much to condemn the window-frames, because such 
simple causes are capable of producing the inconvenience complained of, and particularly 
as the window-frames are now rendered secure, and are likely to continue so ; and very 
little, if any, dampness can be now found to penetrate between the frames and the walling 
or the sills, or between the iron lights and the frames, and if the work is closely examined 
this will be found to be the case. 

The following are the minor works commented on by Mr. Keane : cracks in ceilings to 
board-room, 8 tc. These rooms have all been disturbed by the erection of partitions since 
the occupation of the house. 

The tongueings to floors cannot be made to fit exactly, because no grooves can be made 
sufficiently small to receive hoop-iron ; but in the ordinary course of wear the joints may 
be expected to become sufficiently filled. 

The coping on yard-walls most likely will be benefited by some additional pointing. 

The contract did not require paved channel courses, but only such surface drainage as 
was necessary for the discharge of the water; and the paved channel courses which are made 
are only a portion of what are considered necessary; and it has been thought that the Guar- 
dians could advantageously employ the paupers in paving them, and in the repair of those 
requiring it. 

The outside sewer is sunk in the middle, being formed over new-made ground, which, since 
its execution, has settled and disturbed the level, and a small outlay is required for relaying 
the same. 

The stone steps in the probationary ward are executed as intended, and paid for according 
to the execution, being bedded in solid walls ; they did not require to have the ends let into 
the walls, and rebated like those steps which form staircases projecting from the walls, and 
which rest one on the other ; the stairs as executed derive their support from a different 
construction, and require no alteration. 

The flags are additions to the contract. 

The metal stoves are now in a different state to what they were when delivered, and it 
appears most unreasonable to make a reduction for their amount, because they are found by 
Mr. Keane in their present state after such long use and exposure to injury; most of the 
defects now apparent having, I apprehend, been caused by mismanagement. 

The same remark applies to flagging, where several stones are stated to be cracked and 
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sonable. It may be urged that the conditions of the contract give a power of interference 
when required ; but they never can be brought properly to bear against a man who, soon 
after the beginning of his work discovering his error, would have been glad rather than other- 
wise to have been released from his undertaking, and against whom no course of proceeding 
could be taken that might have been expected to be attended with satisfactory results. 

Had it been otherwise with the contractor at Castlederg, the necessity for winding up his 
account, and adjusting the amount of his claim in the manner that has been necessary, would not 
have arisen ; but lie would have been required himself to remedy the defects before being entitled 
to any balance, which in this case has been certified, in order to terminate a connexion that 
was only made through the recommendation of the Guardians, and against which, at such 
an early stage, no satisfactory argument could be brought, since unfortunately, in cases of 
this kind, experience alone can point out the course that ought originally to have been 
taken. 

Under these circumstances, I am of opinion that there is less room tor complaint than 
might have been expected, and I feel satisfied that if the course proposed to be taken for 
protecting the walls by some external covering be adopted, the Board of Guardians, looking 
to the amount of expenditure, will, under all circumstances, be in a very favourable position; 
and I bev to recommend that the sum of money necessary for rough casting or repointing 
the building should be borrowed, together with an amount to coyer the cost of some minor 
works ; for the whole of which I consider that a sum of 150/. will be amply sufficient. 

16th November 1841. Geo. Wilkinson. 



Letter from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 10714 D. 41.) 

Gentlemen, Castlederg Workhouse, 20th November 1841. 

I herewith transmit for your information a copy of a minute of the Board of Guardians of 
the Castlederg Union of the 19th instant. 

(Copy.) 

The minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed, read a letter from the 
Poor Law Commissioners, dated the 17th November, accompanying Mr. Wilkinson’s 
remarks of the 16th November, in answer to Mr. Keane’s report, forwarded by the Board 
of Guardians. 

Resolved unanimously, That an answer be sent to the Commissioners, informing them 
that this Board regret that they were not informed sooner that the report of Mr. Keane 
would be of no authority upon the matter in dissension, as such information would have 
come better before the Board were at the expense of bringing him down ; but the Board of 
Guardians being confirmed in their opinion by his report, protest against the payment of 
the sum of 452 1. 14 s. 9 d. 

That the Board of Guardians, moreover, protest against raising 150 l. to make good the 
acknowledged deficiencies in the building, as such should have been done by the contractor; 
that the Board regret that Commissioners have not permitted them to defend the action 
brought by the contractor, as they feel convinced that the work has been ill executed ; that 
no jury would give a verdict for the amount, notwithstanding the certificate given by 
Mr. Wilkinson. 

That the Board had resolved to recommend an extensive alteration in the hospital, a 
boundary wall and a porch, for which two last the sum of 200 l. would, in their opinion, be 
sufficient if the money were to be expended under the directions of the Guardians ; but, 
under present circumstances, they do not think it advisable to assent in any manner to the 
levy of the money, though they are convinced of the absolute necessity of the porch and 
boundary wall. 

The Commissioners’ letter of the 14th April, in which they state that a considerable sum 
which would be due to him, the contractor, under his contract, is reserved until the work be 
satisfactorily completed ; and the Board remark, that if this had been done, the present cor- 
respondence would not have been necessary. 

That a copy of this resolution be transmitted to the Commissioners. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, David Johnston, Clerk to the Guardians. 

Dublin. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dubbn, 

Sir, 23d November 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have read the minutes of proceedings of the Castlederg 
Board of Guardians, on the 19th instant, and observe with very great regret that their letter 
of the 17th, and Mr. Wilkinson’s report which accompanied it, have tailed to satisfy the 
Guardians as to the amount of the balance due to the contractor lor building the workhouse- 
The Guardians are aware of the Commissioners’ readiness to include in the sum to be 
obtained of Government for paying this balance, an amount sufficient for erecting the P° rc , 
and boundary wall, which the guardians now consider to be absolutely necessary and wine 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



1 




’ F 

j the GUARDIANS OF UNIONS relative to POORHOUSES (IRELAND). 255 

| Commissioners do not object to the Guardians providing in the way which they may 

deem most desirable, subject to the approbation of the Commissioners’ architect. 

If the Guardians continue to think that 200 A will be sufficient for providing the boundary 
wall and porch, that sum shall be included in the order to borrow ; and the Commissioners 

S are of opinion that it would be desirable also to include a sum of 150 A, to provide for 
repointing or stuccoing such parts of the building as may be found necessary, in course of 
next summer, as will be done in other instances, where, owing to the exposed situation of the 
building, or the nature of the materials, the walls are found not thoroughly to resist the 
weather in heavy storms. If the whole of this sum should not he required, the whole or any 
part may be returned to Government without expense to the Union. 

1 The Commissioners earnestly request the Board of Guardians again to consider the subject 
in all its bearings, with the view of bringing the matter to a conclusion as speedily as possible, 
it having already occupied a great deal of time and attention. No good can possibly result 
from longer delay, which, on the contrary, will be productive of expense and inconvenience. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Castlederg Union. 



Letter from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 10892 D. 41.) 

Gentlemen, Castlederg Workhouse, 26 th November 1841. 

In obedience to the suggestions contained in the letter of the Poor Law Commissioners of 
the 23d November, the Board of Guardians proceed to state to them the effect produced by 
a reconsideration of the whole subject, more particularly with reference to the observations 
of Mr. Wilkinson, to which, in the hurry of the last Board-day, the Guardians had only 
time to allude. Mr. Wilkinson commences by an acknowledgment that there is very little 
to be complained of throughout Mr. Keane’s report ; and yet in that report he distinctly 
declares that he considers the masonry very coarsely and inattentively executed, and that 
the walls receive the damp and wet, which they admit to the interior, and that the instruc- 
tions have not been attended to, the construction of the interior of the exterior walls. 
Mr. W ilkinson appears to acknowledge the truth of all this, as he states that the walling 
has not, perhaps, at Castlederg, as elsewhere, been executed literally according to the 
specifications ; and yet he contends that these observations of Mr. Keane’s contain no charge 
of any indication of any want of durability, or want of compactness in the walls (1); if 
angles off the plumb, and walls admitting the wet, are not proofs of that, the Guardians are 
in ignorance where to look for them. In order to account for the admission of wet, he 
makes a statement which is not borne out by the fact (2), that no building, constructed of 
the same materials, and subject to similar exposure to the weather, can be pointed out in 
any part of the country which, in their naked state, will better resist the weather than the 
walls of the Castlederg Union W’orkhouse. These walls are built, not of slate, as the Com- 
missioners seem to think, but of hard whinstone. In respect to the windows, it is well 
known that castings (3) can be made with the greatest accuracy, if due allowance be made 
for the cooling of the metal. 

The Guardians see no advantage in following Mr. Wilkinson through his lengthened 
observations, most of which are equally unfounded. 

Mr. Keane’s report fully corroborates the statements the Guardians had previously 
addressed to the Commissioners, and they repeat the assertions, that the departure from the 
specifications is not very straight, and the execution of the work not only conformable to its 
spirit and intention ; and the evils complained of are not the result of wear and tear, but of 
radical and easily seen defects. In the latter part of his report, the architect wishes to 
throw upon the Guardians the responsibility of engaging Mr. Maguire, and they have no 
wish to shrink from stating, that they did approve that the proposal of Mr. Maguire should 
he accepted, because they believed that the work could be done for the sum, and because 
they understood that he had produced excellent testimonials from the officers of the Board 
of Ordnance, and undeniable security, which opinion was by the Assistant Commissioner 
also ; and they assert that, in the commencement, the work was well executed ; but from 
the time that Mr. Stedman was changed, and every shadow of control withdrawn from the 
Guardians by the payment of the clerk of works being made direct from the Commissioners, 
a change in the execution of the work took place, which is visible to the eye in the exterior 
°f the building (4). 

l'he Guardians have already drawn the attention of the Commissioners to the discrepancy 
between the statement in the Commissioners’ letter of the 14th April, that they had retained 
® hand a sum sufficient to cover all the necessary repairs ; and the assertion of Mr. Wil- 
kuison, that in the middle of May he signed the certificates, because he was obliged to 
come to the best terms lie could with a contractor without means. 

. The Guardians feel most anxious for a termination to this disagreeable affair ; but, in 
justice to their constituents, they thought it their duty to enter thus at length into the 
®upport which they conceive the line they have adopted has received, as well from the 
observations of Mr. Wilkinson as from the report of Mr. Keane ; and as there are many 
Jjems in the account of Mr. Maguire, the payment of which cannot depend upon the certi- 
ficate of Mr. Wilkinson, as there are facts acknowledged by the two architects, but which 
he y differ in the cause (for example, the wetness of the walls, stated by Mr. Wilkinson to 
a nse from the materials and exposure of the house, but caused, as Mr. Keane contends, by 

6l6. K K 2 the 



eflLage digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Castlederg Union. 





I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Castlederg Union. 



256 CORRESPONDENCE between the POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS and 

the coarseness and inattention in the execution of the work (5)). The Guardians would 
appeal again to the Commissioners whether some means might not be adopted to ascertain 
how far the balance due to the contractor should not be held to make good^ the deficiencies. 
When that is arranged, the Guardians will be most anxious to join the Commissioners in 
whatever is necessary for the due execution of the law and the comfort of the inmates. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, David Johnston, Clerk to Guardians. 

Dublin. 

Observations by the Commissioners’ Architect on the foregoing, 
dated 2d December 1841. 

1 . There are some walls in some of the workhouses which are acknowledged by all 
parties to be of the best building, and yet will not keep out the water where much exposed. 

2. It is not shown to the contrary. 

3 . They can, but, practically, they are extremely difficult to obtain from the foundries. 

4. The clerk of works was always under the direction of the Commissioners and their 
architect, but was at first paid through the clerk of the Union, instead of directly from the 
office. Mr. Stedman was appointed to superintend both the Strabane and Castlederg 
Workhouses at a joint salary of three guineas per week, instead of two guineas for each 
house, as these buildings were very favourably circumstanced to render this arrangement 
desirable, both in point of economy and effective superintendence by one person ; and as at 
Castlederg all the building arrangements were influenced by the greatest economy, and the 
building being the smallest in Ireland, it was desirable to avoid the same expense for a clerk 
of works as for other houses requiring the performance of heavier duties. And at Strabane 
a very good contractor was employed, which therefore required less superintendence than 
many other workhouses. 

It was next to impossible to obtain good clerks of works for every workhouse, and it was 
thought better to appoint one known good one, in many instances, to two houses. 

The change of Mr. Stedman was occasioned solely by the Guardians of the Unions, who, 
according to the representations of the Assistant Commissioner, preferred a separate clerk 
of works to each building; and Mr. Stedman being confined to one building, he became 
unwilling, according to Mr. Clement’s statement, to remain at Castlederg, and he there- 
fore recommended his removal to Omagh Workhouse. 

The person who was selected to succeed Mr. Stedman was the best that could be found, 
considering the recommendations he had, and his previous employment ; but the change, I 
believe, was not favourable. 

5. The whole amount certified due to the contractor was maturely considered, and, 
under all circumstances, the amount agreed to appeared proper ; and it was considered 
objectionable to allow Mr. Maguire to have any thing further to do with the works; and, 
under the provisions of the contract, the only course open was pursued. 

Geo. Wilkinson. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Gentlemen, 6th December 1841. 

Your clerk’s letter of the 2fith of November, in reply to one from this office, dated on the 
23d, has received the careful consideration of the Commissioners, but they do not perceive 
any thing in it calculated to alter their views, or to make any change in the open and obvious 
line of duty of themselves and the Board of Guardians. 

It would be very possible to controvert some of the statements and reasoning in the 
Guardians’ last letter of the 26 th ; and circumstances might be stated with respect to the 
clerks of the works, to which reference is therein made, which would put the matter in » 
different light ; but although the Commissioners are most desirous of doing every thing » 
their power to satisfy the Guardians, they yet do not see that any advantage can arise from 
further discussion. 'The Commissioners have already, in their various letters, and in the 
reports of their architect, given the fullest explanation, and without the slightest reseije, 
on every objection which has been raised ; and to these explanations they must agam refer, 
entreating the Guardians to consider them in a cordial and candid spirit, and with due 
allowance for the difficulties and impediments, and perhaps defects which are unavoidably 
attendant upon carrying on such extensive works as those which have been confided to the 
Commissioners, and for which they alone are made responsible. 

If the Guardians will do this, the Commissioners are satisfied that they will come to tn 
only conclusion which is, in fact, open to them, and at once join the Commissioners ,n 
taking the necessary steps for raising the money to pay the balance legally due to the con- 
tractor, and for building the porch and boundary wall considered to be necessary, as well as 
providing for the pointing or stuccoing the most exposed parts of the building in the course 
of next summer. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Chairman and Board of Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Castlederg Union. 



Letts® 
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Letter from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 11330 D. 41.) 

V Gentlemen, Castlederg Workhouse, 10th December 1841. 

I have the honour to transmit herewith a resolution of the Board of Guardians of the 
Castlederg Union of the loth instant. 

Head a letter from the Commissioners, dated the 6th December 1841, in reply to the 
letter from the Board of Guardians of the 26th November last.' 

Resolved, That the Guardians do not perceive any thing in it calculated to alter their 
views, or to make any change in the open and obvious line of their duty. 

« That the clerk shall send a copy of the above resolution to the Commissioners. 

I have, &c. 

To the Pocr Law Commissioners, David Johnston, Clerk to Guardians. 

Dublin. 

Letter from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 578 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Castlederg Workhouse, 15th January 1842. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians of the Castlederg Union, to request you will 
inform them at what time interest would be payable on the 850 1. in your order of the 24th 
ultimo, if received from the Exchequer Loan Commissioners. 

I remain, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, David Johnston, Clerk to Guardians. 

Dublin. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 17th January 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 15th instant, 
inquiring as to the payment of interest upon the additional loan for the workhouse of the 
Castlederg Union, under the Commissioner’ order of the 24th ultimo, and they have also 
received a communication from their Assistant Commissioner, Mr. Clements, stating that 
the Board of Guardians are desirous of receiving a further detailed statement of the items 
comprised in the sum of 850/. included in the above order. 

The Commissioners having already in their former communications, more particularly in 
those of the 23d N ovember and 6th December last, stated the particulars of the works to be 
provided for by the further loan, as well as the sums required, did not deem it necessary to 
send any further statement with the order. They now, however, transmit, in compliance with 
the wish of the Guardians, a specific statement in detail of the sums included in the amount 
to be obtained ; and they desire to repeat, as already stated in their letter of the 23d 
November, that any surplus which may remain upon the sum borrowed, may be returned to 
Government without charge to the Union ; and in this, as in other cases, if the whole sum 
should not be required, no more will be called for than is absolutely necessary. 

With reference to the interest upon the loan, the Commissioners desire to state that, under 
the 90th section of the Irish Poor Relief Act, the loan will be repayable in annual instalments 
of not less than one-twentieth, the first becoming due in one year after the advance of the 
money ; but the loan will not bear interest until one-half of the amount shall have become 
due, and then ‘so much only as remains to be paid will bear interest. 

With regard to the memorial of the Guardians, addressed to his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant, of which a copy has been received, the Commissioners do not at present feel 
called upon to make any observations. 

The Commissioners request that you will forthwith give notice to the Guardians, that this 
statement will be laid before them at their next meeting, in order that the application to 
the Exchequer Bill Loan Commissioners may be then executed. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Castlederg Union. 

Enclosure referred to in foregoing Letter. 

Estimate upon which the order to borrow an additional sum of 850 1 . for the Workhouse 
was founded : 



. *. s. a. 

Amount of balance due to the contractor - - - - - - 452 141 

Amount taken from contractor’s account, and to be applied in remedying 

certain defective works ------- 26 4- 

Estimated cost of building boundary w'all and porch, as proposed by the 
Board of Guardians - -- -- -- -- 200 - - 

Estimated cost of pointing, or rough casting and minor works - - 150 - - 

£. 828 18 1 

Contingent expenses, as preparing the deed of charge, &c. - - 21 1 li 

Total amount of further loan 850 - - 

616 . k k 3 Letter 
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Letter from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners. 

(No. 985 D. 42.) 

Sir, Castlederg Workhouse, 21st January 1842. 

I acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 17th instant, and have to state that, in 
compliance with your request, I wrote to the several Guardians, but many of them living 
such a distance from the post towns, my communications could not reach them in sufficient 
time for them to be present at the meeting of the Board this day ; and the consideration of 
your letter is in consequence of the smallness of the meeting postponed until Friday the 
28th instant. I have further to state, that the Guardians will be duly noticed for the 28th. 

I am, See. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, David Johnston, Clerk to Guardians. 

Dublin. 



Letter from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 1167 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Castlederg Workhouse, 29th January 1842. 

I herewith transmit for your information a copy of minute of the Board of Guardians of 
the Castlederg Union of the 28th instant. 

The minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed, read a letter from the 
Poor Law Commissioners, dated the 17th January, which letter was postponed last meeting. 

Resolved, That the clerk do write to the Commissioners, that as they have not yet 
received any answer to their memorial to the Lord Lieutenant, praying redress of their 
grievances, they do not feel themselves in a situation to make application to the Exchequer 
Bill Loan Commissioners at present. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, David Johnston, Clerk to the Guardians. 

Dublin. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 2d February 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th ultimo, 
containing a resolution of the Board of Guardians of the Castlederg Union, stating that 
they do not feel themselves in a situation to make application for the loan required by 
the Commissioners’ order of the 24th December 1841, because they have not received an 
answer to their memorial to the Lord Lieutenant ; and the Commissioners desire to point out 
that the operation of their order being imperative, the reason stated affords no ground for 
postponing the application to be made under the order, which is in no way affected thereby. 
Whatever other steps the Guardians may think fit to adopt, the order should be forthwith 
complied with ; and after the full explanations which have been given in the Commissioners’ 
past communications, they trust that the Guardians will complete the application at their 
next meeting. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Castlederg Union. 



Letter from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 1552 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Castlederg Workhouse, 5th February 1842. 

I acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2d instant, and forward, for your informa- 
tion, a copy of a resolution of the Board of Guardians of the 4th instant. 

The minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed, — 

“ Read a letter from the Poor Law Commissioners, dated 2d February, in reply to the 
resolution of this Board of the 28th January last. 

“ Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Board that they are bound, in courtesy to his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, to wait his reply to the memorial, which was forwarded to 
his Excellency by the Board, which reply we have every reason to expect.” 

By order of the Board, 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, David Johnston, Clerk to the Guardians. 

Dublin. 



Letter 
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Letter from the Under Secretary for Ireland to the Commissioners. 

(No. 2126 D. 42.) 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 19tli February 1842. 

With reference to the former correspondence respecting the Castlederg Poor Law Union, 
I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to state, that tKc Attorney-general has given an 
opinion on the case, of which the following is a copy: “ I think it is obligatory on the 
Guardians to comply with the orders of the Commissioners, and that his Excellency has not 
any power to suspend their proceedings in the execution of any of their orders.” A copy 
of this opinion has been conveyed to the Guardians of that Union. 

I am, &c. 

To George Nicholls, esq. E. Lucas. 
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Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No. 71 M. 4 '.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 2d March 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners having received a report from their Assistant Commissioner, 
Mr. Clements, stating that the Board of Guardians of the Castlederg Union, at a meeting 
held on the 11th ultimo, again postponed making application for the additional loan 
required, and no communication having been received from the Guardians on the subject 
since that period, the Commissioners desire to call their attention to the several commu- 
nications which have been addressed to them thereon, and especially to the Commissioners’ 
letter of the 2 d ultimo, which points out, “ That the operation of their order being im- 
perative, the reason stated affords no ground for postponing the application to be made 
under the order of the 24th December 1841, which is in no way affected thereby; and that 
whatever other steps the Guardians may think fit to adopt, the order should be forthwith 
complied with.” The Commissioners also desire to call the attention of the Board of 
Guardians to the opinion of the Attorney-general on this subject, a copy of which has been 
forwarded to them by direction of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, and which distinctly 
states, that “ it is obligatory upon the Guardians to comply with the order of the Com- 
missioners ;” and the Commissioners accordingly request that the Guardians will, at their 
next meeting, fulfil the order by signing the application for the additional loan required. 

By order of the Board, 

The Clerk to the Guardians of the Arthur Moore , Chief Clerk. 

Castlederg Union. 



Letter from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners. 

(No. 2782 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Castlederg Workhouse, 5th March 1842. 

I acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2d instant, and have to state, for your 
information, that the business of the week was transacted on the 1 st instant, and the next 
meeting of the Board of Guardians is fixed for the 11th instant ; but as the Vice-Chairman 
and Deputy Vice-Chairman have to attend the assizes at Omagh on that day, it is most 
likely that your letter cannot be taken into consideration until the 18 th instant, except a 
special meeting is ordered for that purpose- 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. David Johnston , Clerk to Guardians. 



Extract from the Minutes of the Board of Guardians, 18th March 1842. 

(No. 3363 D. 42.) 

Read the Commissioners’ letter of the 2 d day of March 1 842, directing that the applica- 
tion for the loan required by their letter of the 24th December 1841, may be made. 

Resolved, That the application to borrow the sum of 850 1 ., as required by the above order, 
oe now signed by the chairman and two Guardians, and countersigned by the clerk, under 
the following protest : — 

The Board of Guardians of the Castlederg Union having received a letter from the Poor 
Commissioners’ Office of the 2 d March, and having had under their consideration the 
several communications referred to in that letter, desire to state, that they conceive the 
ppinion of the Attorney-general to have been given without full information on the subject, 
'nasmuch as the boundary wall, the dashing of the house and the porch, cannot be in any 
banner considered as a furnishing of the workhouse, not having formed any part of the plan 
pnginally sanctioned by the Commissioners, and the Guardians consider that, on this ground, 
11 flight be successfully resisted. 

f hat as the Commissioners have the power of directing, under the 36tli clause, a further 
ex penditure of 400/. in any Union, the Guardians feel that such resistance would only 
e xpose the Commissioners and themselves to expense and trouble ; and they have therefore 

•Df). K K 4 signed 
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signed the application to borrow the sum of 850 /., protesting against the compulsory nature 
of the proceedings instituted by the Commissioners. 

The application was then signed by 

James Anderson, Chairman. 

Robert Porter, Guardian. 

John Mathewson, Guardian. 

David Johnston, Clerk. 

Read the report of the committee, with respect to certain alterations proposed in the 
workhouse. 

Resolved, That the consideration of the report be postponed to a future day, of winch due 
notice will be given to the Guardians and Assistant Commissioner. 



Letter from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 4416 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Castlederg Workhouse, 8th April 1842. 

We again refer to the subject of the accounts relative to the workhouse, and to the sums 
which you have compelled us to borrow on that account. 

We, having been informed by Sir Robert A. Ferguson, bai t., that from one of the papers 
submitted to Parliament, it appears that the payment to the clerk of the works employed 
here amounted to 126 /., or nearly « per cent, on the contract, which in Derry and Omagh 
it was little more than that sum, say under 140/., or about 1| per cent. 

The contractor was under a penalty to finish the building in September, but did not give 
it up till February; and if the Commissioners do not think fit to levy that penally, as we 
contend they ought to do, we submit that, in justice to the Union, he should be compelled 
at least to pay the clerk of the works his salary after the date at which the works should 
have been given over by him. 

By order of the Board, 

James Anderson, Vice-Chairman. 

By order, 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. David Johnston , Clerk. 

Extract from Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 

20th April 1842. 

With reference to the resolution respecting the payments made to tire clerk of the works* 
the Commissioners transmit, for the information of the Guardians, a copy of the explanatory 
observations of the architect thereon. 

Architect’s Observations enclosed with foregoing. 

I have to remark, that the objections made to the rate per centage for the clerk of 
works at Castlederg being higher than at other Unions, is unreasonable, a difference arising 
on a calculation at per centage being unavoidable and diminishing in amount, in proportion 
as the contract is high ; the houses of Derry and Omagh alluded to for comparison, are 
contracted for at amounts from three to four times the amount of Castlederg. 

Though the workhouse was not declared fit for paupers till February 1841, the clerk of 
works was paid only the 16 th November 1840. The specification provides an allowance of 
time to the contractor for unfavourable weather ; and taking this into consideration, with 
the extra work performed up to that period, it was considered proper that the clerk of the 
works should be paid beyond the contract date for completion ; the time is not unreasonable 
or greater than was contemplated, or is usual in other houses, and it therefore appears to me 
difficult to charge any portion to the contractor. 

The rate per cent, for the houses of Derry and Omagh is incorrectly calculated, according 
to the Guardians’ own data, it being upwards of 2 per cent, instead of about 1 as stated,- 
the sums paid at Derry and Omagh being 139/. 4s. 6 d., and 145/. 14s. 10 c/., respectively. 

15th April 1842. Geo. Wilkinson. 



Minute of Guardians, 22 d April 1842. 

(No. 4956 D. 42.) 

Read a letter from the Poor Law Commissioners’ Office, dated 20tli April 1 842, accom- 
panied by a letter from Mr. Wilkinson, the architect, and also a deed of charge for the purpose 
of borrowing the sum of 850 /. from the Treasury for the completion of the works of the 
house. 

Resolved, That the explanation in Mr. Wilkinson’s letter is not at all satisfactory to the 
Guardians. 

Ordered, That the chairman do sign the deed of charge to borrow the sum of 850 /. from 
the Treasury, and affix the seal of this Union, and signed by two Guardians on behalf ol the 
Union, John Barclay and Edward Sproul. 



Communication 
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Communication from the Chairman of the Board of Guardians to the Commissioners. 



(No. 1691 3 D - 42 -) 

Sir, The Farm, Londonderry, 19th December 1842. * 

I have the honour, at the request of the Board of Guardians of the Castlederg Union, to 



Workhouses 
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, 19th December 1842. Castlederg Union. 



forward to you, for the information of the Poor Law Commissioners, a copy of a statement, 
detailing the most prominent defects of the hospital of the workhouse at Castlederg, together 
with the accompanying plans ; viz., a copy of the addition to the hospital, as contemplated 
by Mr. Wilkinson, of Mr. Kean’s plan for improving it, and also a plan suggested to and 
approved by the Board of Guardians. 

from the statement, which is corroborated by every Guardian in the habit of visiting the 
house, we trust that the Commissioners will acknowledge that an improvement in the 
hospital is called for, though some of the accommodation, as the ward for insane or epileptic, 
may not be at present necessary ; and I therefore proceed at once to explain the plan which 
was approved by the Guardians. 

The great objects the Guardians were anxious to attain were the lighting of the hospital 
from the south, with as much heat from the sun and ventilation as practicable, and the pro- 
curing of additional wards and yards for the patients. 

It is proposed to take down the small wall adjoining the coal-yard, and to light the nurse's 
room and surgery from the south, and to place in the present wards small windows very 
wide in proportion to their height, and so far above the ground, that there could be no com- 
munication with the yards of the workhouse. It is proposed to place the staircase on the 
north side, and, if the water will rise so high, and their means admit of it, to have water- 
closets on the stairs, otherwise necessaries must be built in yards ; to have the additional 
rooms shown on the plan lighted from the south, and the fire-places moved to the centre of 
the inner wall ; and I have offered for the acceptance of the Guardians a grate, with boiler 
behind, and stove-pipes, after a plan by Eckstein, of Holborn, by which I expect one fire in 
the nurse’s ward on the female side will heat sufficiently that room, the surgery, and the 
nurse’s room above stairs. 

It is proposed that the gables of the house (with a central wall) be prolonged until they 
reach the extent of the workhouse grounds (say 93 feet), and the connecting walls will form 
the boundary ; that those walls be built in the most economical manner, and that the stoves 
in the hospital wards be removed to other parts of the workhouse where they are required, 
and open fire-places substituted for them, as they will not consume more coal, and will give 
a much better ventilation. 

The Board of Guardians, in forwarding this plan for the opinion on it of the architect of the 
Commissioners, both as to the building and as to the probable expense, hope that the Com- 
missioners will permit them to contract for the work and for the dashing, without requiring 
the presence of a clerk of the works, and to agree with Mr. Robert Adams, the deputy of the 
county surveyor, resident in the village of Castlederg, for the superintendence of the works, 



subject, of course, to the inspection of the architect of the Poor Law Commissioners. 

They beg also to request that the surplus of the loan may be placed with their treasurer, 
the Northern Banking Company, where it will produce a small interest, and may be entered 
as a separate account, so as not to mix with the general accounts of the Union. 

Requesting you to lay this before the Poor Law Commissioners, 

I have, &c. 



R. A. Ferguson, 

Chairman of the Castlederg Union. 



To the Secretary of the Poor Law Commissioners. 



Statement referred to in the foregoing. 

Castlederg, 8th December 1842. 

The most prominent defects of the hospital of the workhouse : — that it is defective in 
accommodation, ventilation, heat and light ; accommodation only two wards, one male and 
one female, rendering it impossible to separate patients : these wards are too small to have 
sufficient space between the beds ; bedsteads are too narrow, and without sides ; there is no 
lying-in wards ; there is no nurse’s room on male side ; there are no yards or open spaces for 



Patients to exercise in ; there are no privies or water-closets to the hospital ; there is no dead- 
nouse ; there is free communication between the male and female wards, and between both 
and the female side of the house, to the privies of which the male patients resort ; there is 
no bath to the hospital ; there is no lunatic or epileptic ward ; there are no means of heating 
water, or doing any of the minor cooking processes so requisite in an hospital. Ventilation : 
a U the apartments are very ill-ventilated ; the wards have a small stove each, and only one 
small window to the north ; the chimneys all draw badly, particularly those of the surgery 
and nurse’s room, the fire-places of which are so set in the comer ; the windows of these 
rooms do not open, and there is no access for air, but a small hole below the ridge-board ; 
Ibey are very damp. 

tight, so essential to the healthy, and, if possible, more so to the sick, is as badly supplied 
aa can well be imagined ; it is enough on this to state, that the sun never did, and never can, 
as they are at present constructed, shine into any oue of the tour apartments. 

Heating is very defective ; a small stove in each ward, set at the furthest extremity from 
me door, and the careful exclusion of light, and the defective draught in the chimneys, 
renders it very difficult to maintain a proper temperature. 

616. L L The 



fege digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



262 CORRESPONDENCE between the POOR I.AW COMMISSIONERS and 



I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Castlederg Union. 



The foregoing is a very imperfect outline of the defects and wants of the hospital, but it 
will be sufficient to show the necessity for improving that department of the establishment. 

R. A. Ferguson. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Chairman of the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin 
Sir, 13th January 1843. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them your letter of the 19th instant 
relative to the alterations in the hospital at the workhouse of the Castlederg Union, and 
have directed that the plans which accompanied your letter be returned to you herewith, 
together with a copy of the remarks of their architect thereon. The Commissioners approve 
of the plans generally, but they recommend the observations of their architect thereon to 
the consideration of the Board of Guardians. 

The Commissioners have already communicated with the Board of Guardians on the 
subject of paying over the balance of the workhouse loan, and have sanctioned their 
proposal to obtain a local contract for the work, and to employ the deputy county surveyor 
to superintend it. 

By order of the Board, 

Sir A. Ferguson, m. p. Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

The Farm, Londonderry. 



Enclosure in foregoing. 

Architect’s Remarks on the proposed Plan for enlarging the Hospital of the 
Castlederg Workhouse. 

The plan proposed by the Guardians, and signed as approved by them, appears to me a 
favourable arrangement for the objects contemplated, and I beg therefore to recommend the 
Commissioners’ approval of the plan, as arranged and proposed by the Board of Guardians. 

As regards the water-closets, I have to express my doubts of the advantage of having 
them, both on account of the expense in constructing and keeping them in repair, as well 
as the want of knowledge how to make proper use of them by the patients ; it has generally 
been found that close stools have been preferable, on the whole, for such wards. 

The proposed inclosure of the yards will exclude two privies, which were intended for the 
infirmary at each end of the privies of the male and female yards. 

With respect to the proposed plan of heating the surgery and nurse’s room, I have to 
express my doubts as regards the economy of the arrangement : l am familiar with grates 
and boilers as made by Eckstein, of Holborn, and consider them very good for supplying 
warm water, or steam to a moderate extent, but the surgeon will, I expect, have occasion 
for a fire in his room. 

The costs of the works have been estimated at 300 l., and it is expected that a contract 
at a fair and reasonable amount will not vary much from that sum ; but as no specification 
accompanies the plans, the work may be executed more or less expensively than estimated. 

In conclusion, 1 beg to remark, that the hospital accommodation is of an extent propor- 
tionable to the size of the house, and in the arrangement of it, the instructions given through 
the Assistant Commissioner were to effect the utmost economy of outlay. 

Geo. Wilkinson, Architect. 



Minute of Guardians, 27th January 1843. 

(No. 1760 D. 43.) 

That the alteration suggested by Mr. Wilkinson on the plans of the hospital be adopted. 
That an advertisement he inserted in one of the Derry papers for proposals for carrying 
into effect the alterations in the hospital and dashing of the workhouse. 



II,— UNION 
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Week ended Saturday, g» Week ended Satarday, 



RETURNS relative to PAUPERS IN WORKHOUSES (IRELAND). 



III.— PAUPERS IN WORKHOUSES. 



RETURN of the Number of Paupers in each Poorhouse in the First Week of every Month since the opening of snch 
house; distinguishing the Sexes, and the Adult from the Infant Paupers, and stating the Number that received Instr^ 
in the First Week of every Month, and the Number that may have been in the Hospital or Infi mary in each Month. 



Copies of Returns received from Clerks of Unions since the former Return was made . — [ Vide Pari. Paper, No. 27c I 

Sess. 1643, p. 74.] ' I 



DATE. I Males I Females 



Dundalk Union. 

19 March 1842 3 4 

2 April „ 14 17 

7 May „ 38 26 

4 June „ 64 65 

2 July „ 103 138 

3 Aug. „ 93 129 

3 Sept. „ 65 88 

2 Oct. „ 63 79 

5 Nov. „ 65 71 

3 Dec. „ 66 85 

6 Jan. 1843 81 104 

4 Feb. „ 78 118 

ibbereen Union. 

'19 March 1842 3 - 

2 April „ 32 22 

7 May „ 88 60 

4 June „ 134 87 

2 July „ 164 99 

6 Aug. „ 176 100 

3 Sept. „ 154 88 

1 Oct. „ 107 94 

5 Nov. „ 104 95 

3 Dec. „ 100 86 

7 Jan. 1843 99 74 

4 Feb. „ 101 74 



! Females 
aged 15 
| and 
upwards. 


Boys 

under 


Girls 

15. 


'hildren ‘ 
under 2. 


4 


5 


2 




17 


10 


8 


2 


26 


20 


20 


3 


65 


43 


48 


10 


138 


112 


97 


28 


129 


94 


98 


26 


88 


79 


60 


20 


79 


72 


51 


17 


71 


68 


63 


16 


85 


81 


64 


17 


104 


97 


78 1 


22 


118 


102 


79 


26 


00 ! 


9 


8 


4 


60 


26 


- - 




87 


44 


39 


8 


99 


66 


49 


16 


100 


59 


46 


11 


88 


54 


42 


8 


’ 94 


39 


33 


15 


1 95 


44 


38 


19 


1 86 


41 


40 


16 


> 74 


38 


35 


14 


74 


39 


34 


15 I 



Nun 

Instruc 

Week 


lier receiving 
ion in the First 
f every Month. 


Male. 


Female. Total. 


- - 


- ■ - - 


77 


58 135 


71 


68 139 


58 


42 100 


54 


37 91 


54 


38 92 


57 


none 57 


63 


64 127 


53 


51 104 


- - 


o school - - 


- - 


ditto - 


- - 


ditto - 


- - 


ditto - - 


- - 


ditto - 


36 


- - 36 


36 


33 69 


39 


38 77 


38 


88 78 


37 


32 69 


41 


34 75 



March 1842 
April - „ 



Jam * 1843 24 
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III. Paupers in Workhouses — (Returns from Clerks of Unions) — continued. 





tended 


SUMMARY of the Total Number of Paupers relieved in Workhouses in Ireland at the Periods 
up to 4th February 1843. 


tated. 


Total Numb 


r of Paupere relieved 


in the Workhouse during the First Week 


every j 


lonth. 


Instruct 

Wecko 


her receiv 


og 


Number 

n the Hospital or Infirmary 
in each Month. 


date. 


Number 


Number of Inmates. 


Total 


f every M 


onth. 


of 

Vorkhouses 
open, and 
Included in 
Summary. 




Females 

aged 15 


Boys 

under 


Girls 


hildren 
nder 2. 


during the 
Week. 


Male. 


Female. 


Total. 


' 


first Week in- 






























March - 


840 


1 


241 


663 


239 


259 


53 


1,455 


267 


271 


538 


— 








„ 


2 


280 


693 


247 


269 


64 


1,553 


266 


271 


537 


April 1840 


116 




May 




3 


790 


1,389 


343 


365 


85 


2,972 


270 


271 


541 


May „ 


262 




June 




3 


1,014 


2,058 


5G4 


558 


127 


4,321 


306 


308 


614 


J une „ 


627 




July 


u 


3 


1,024 


2,079 


588 


589 


129 


4,409 


435 


426 


861 


July „ 


631 


■ 




u 


3 


1,055 


2,119 


630 


597 


136 


4,537 


476 


438 


914 


Aug. „ 


601 


I 


Sept. 




3 


1,022 


2,111 


635 


605 


149 


4,522 


480 


459 


930 


Sept. „ 


593 




Oct. 




3 


1,023 


2,201 


683 


644 


167 


4,718 


508 


485 


993 


Oct. „ 


- 729 




Nov. 




4 


1,063 


2,265 


726 


668 


174 


4,896 


524 


473 


997 


Nov. „ 


966 




Dec. 


» 


4 


1,199 


2,521 


816 


770 


187 


5,493 


482 


482 


964 


Dec. „ 


- 1,026 


s 


Jan. 


1841 


5 


1,339 


2,657 


853 


796 


167 


5,812 


530 


489 


1,019 


Jan. 1841 


- 1,073 




Feb. 


u 


6 


1,479 


2,950 


974 


929 


195 


6,527 


623 


588 


1,211 


Feb. „ 


- 1,139 


Til 


March - 


u 


10 


1,661 


3,267 


1,110 


1,037 


220 


7,295 


690 


639 


1,329 


March „ 


- 1,338 




April 


a 


12 


1,719 


3,402 


1,229 


1,133 


242 


7,725 


775 


650 


1,425 


April „ 


- 1,363 


8 


May 


„ 


14 


1,800 


3,451 


1,336 


1,189 


260 


8,036 


799 


730 


1,529 


May „ 


- 1,393 


2S 


June 




16 


2,038 


3,726 


1,499 


1,275 


304 


8,841 


966 


851 


1,817 


June „ 


- 1,566 




July 


jj 


20 


2,175 


3,854 


1,613 


1,378 


330 


9,350 


1,225 


1,074 


2,299 


July „ 


- 1,769 




Aug. - 


M 


22 


2,439 


4,145 


1,769 


1,563 


401 


10,317 


1,317 


1,241 


2,558 


Aug. „ 


- 2,114 




Sept 




24 


2,491 


4,411 


1,037 


1,647 


441 


10,927 


1,418 


1,467 


2,885 


Sept „ 


- 2,076 


ts 


Oct 




27 


2,016 


4,534 


1,995 


1,706 


453 


11,204 


1,449 


1,484 


2,933 


Oct. „ 


- 2,244 


a 


Nov. 


a 


31 


2,684 


4,853 


2,130 


1,836 


506 


12,009 


1,507 


1,542 


3,049 


Nov. „ 


- 2,508 


s 


Dec. . 


» 


33 


3,103 


5,677 


2,526 


2,179 


616 


14,101 


1,710 


1,723 


3,433 


Dec. „ 


- 2,597 




Jan. 


1842 


41 


3,624 


6,293 


2,930 


2,533 


703 


16,083 


1,927 


1,894 


3,821 


Jan. 1842 


- 3,481 




Feb. 




46 


4,321 


7,176 


3,605 


3,149 


868 


19,119 


2,283 


2,288 


4,571 


Feb. „ 


- 3,799 




March 




52 


4,541 


7,547 


4,008 


3,447 


929 


20,472 


2,725 


2,723 


5,448 


March „ 


- 4,169 




April 




57 


4,677 


7,796 


4,268 


3,619 


976 


21 ,336 


2,887 


2,824 


5,711 


April „ 


- 4,527 


V 


May 




65 


4,828 


7,913 


4,448 


3,682 


1,008 


21,883 


3,116 


2,895 


6,011 


May „ 


- 4,675 


it 


June 




70 


5,869 


9,238 


5,594 


4,729 


1,370 


26,800 


3,722 


3,456 


7,178 


June „ 


- 5,494 




July, 




79 


7,609 


11,570 


8,153 


6,808 


2,031 


36,171 


5,311 


5,023 


10,334 


July „ 


- 6,453 




Au g. . 




81 


7,759 


12,122 


8,671 


7,329 


2,227 


38,108 


6,048 


6,181 


12,229 


Aug. „ 


- 6,309 


t 


^pt 




83 


6,007 


9,909 


6,763 


5,696 


1,696 


30,071 


4,925 


4,851 


9,776 


Sept. „ 


- 5,781 


i 


Oct 




87 


5,536 


9,343 


6,187 


5,345 


1,519 


27,930 


4,680 


5,176 


9,856 


Oct. „ 


- 5,829 


1 


Nov. 




87 


5,565 


9,321 


6,105 


5,138 


1,502 


27,631 


4,626 


4,987 


9,613 


Nov. „ 


- 5,640 




Oec. 




90 


6,394 


10,347 


6,924 


5,762 


1,670 


31,097 


5,265 


5,289 


10,554 


Dec. „ 


- 6,448 


it 


Jan. 


1843 


94 


6,978 


10,189 


7,623 


6,401 


1,846 


34,037 


5,784 


5,820 


11,604 


Jan. 1843 


- 7,012 


t 


Feb. 


•> 


94 


7,634 


12,319 


8,437 


7,098 


2,128 


37,616 


6,520 


6,015 


12,585 


Feb. „ 


“ 



0 
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IV.— UNION 



Prinj^Mforiage digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 







266 RETURNS of PAID OFFICERS belonging to POORHOUSES (IRELAND). 




Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




RETURNS relative to the LEVY OF POOR-RATES (IRELAND). 



?67 



V.— P OOR-RATES. 



RETURN of the Rates voted by the Guardians of the various Unions, showing the Amount collected and Arrears 
due by Collectors or Rate-payers in each Union : — Also, 

COPIES of any Resolutions of a Board of Guardians for a Rate to be levied hereafter, or stating Reasons for 
refusing or postponing any further Rate : — Also, 

COPIES of any Resolutions of a Board of Guardians directing a Rate to be levied in different Sums on different 
Electoral Divisions, in accordance with the sixty-second Section of the Irish Poor Relief Act ; and Copies of any 
Schedules which may have been made to show the past Expenditure chargeable upon, and Amount of Rate to be 
levied in, the different Electoral Divisions of any Union: — And, also, 

COPIES of any Application for increased Military or Constabulary Force to enforce the Levy of the Poor- 
Rate. 



No. 1. — ABSTRACT of Returns received since the former Return was made, from Clerks of Unions 
wherein Rates have been made — [Vide Pari. Paper, No. 275, Sess. 1843, p. 99.] 



Number 

of 

Rates. 



-{ 



1 st Rate I 
2d Rate 



Dundalk - 1 



Doughrea - 



1st Rate 
2d Rate 



5 d. 
5 d. 



5 d. 
5 d. 



Amount 
collected in the 



1,919 2 7 
1,924 12 - 



1,562 2 6 



9 ij 



£. s. d. 
16 9 2J 
16 9 2 j 



4 18 8 } I 55 13 7 J | 60 12 4 

In course of collection. 



4 18 8 * I 55 13 7 J 



REMARKS. 



f Rate in 
collection. 



I Total given by clerk 
£.477. 12. 4. which ap- 
pears erroneous. 



Note . — The amount in this column is in this and other cases returned by the clerk as arrear; but the actual 
arrear of a rate is only to be ascertained when a new rate is made. The last rate made in a Union being in 
course of collection until a new rate is made, only so much as remains uncollected at the time such new rate is 
made is properly to be considered as arrear. In the case, therefore, of the last rate in every Union, the amount 
stated as arrear must be considered to be the amount as yet to be collected. 



<H6. 



1 L 



4 



Printe 
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Balrothery Union. 



Baltinglass Union. 



Loughrea Union. 
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No. 2. — RESOLUTIONS of Guardians as to levying of Rates, and Schedules. 



BALROTHERY UNION. 



Minutes of Guardians. 



4th April 1842. 

A calculation having been made of the probable expenses of the Balrothery Union for 
the next six months, 

Ordered, That a rate be now made, to be levied in the following proportions : 



Balbriggan 

Balscadden 

Holmpatrick 

Lusk 

Ballyboghill 

Hollywood 



d. 

7 & 
24 
24 

5 

2 4 
24 



in the pound. 



Clonmethan 

Swords 

Kilsallaghan 

Donabate 

Kinsealy - 

Malahide 



2 | in the pound. 



24 

24 



24 



19th December 1842. 

The Board having recommended the rate as proposed to be struck on Monday, the 5th 
instant, it was proposed by Mr. Byrne, and seconded by Mr. Matthews. 

Resolved, That the following rate be now struck : 



Balbriggan - 10 in the pound. 

Balscadden - 2 4 » 

Holmpatrick 5 „ 

Lusk - - 5 „ 

Ballyboghill - 2 4 „ 

Hollywood - 2 4 ,, 



Clonmethan 
Swords 
Kilsallaghan 
Donabate - 
Kinsealy - 
Malahide - 



5 in the pound. 

7 4 

5 „ 



74 



BALTINGLASS UNION. 



Minute of Guardians, 9th March 1843. 

(No. 4743 D. 43.) 

Prior to the making of a new rate, the clerk submitted an estimate of the expenses of the 
ensuing half-year ; whereupon it was unanimously resolved, in accordance with such esti- 
mate, that the rate to be declared for the several electoral divisions of the Union be as 
under; viz. 

d. 

Baltinglass Division,! , , 

Stratford - -J at 7 5 

Kiltegan - - 5 

Rathdangan - - 5 

Donoughmore - 5 

Donard - - - 5 



in the pound. 



Hollywood 
Duulavin - 
Timolin* 
Graney 
Rathvilly - 



- at 5 in the pound. 

- 5 „ 

- 7 4 „ 



LOUGHREA UNION. 



Resolutions of Guardians. 

4th February 1843. 

That the Resolution of the 21st January, adopting a rate of 7 4 d. in the pound upon 
this Union, be now rescinded, and that a rate of 5 d. be substituted therefor, to be appor- 
tioned according to the expenditure of each electoral division for the last six months, 
pursuant to the 62 d section of the Poor Law Act, it appearing to the Board, upon more 
minute calculation, that such rate of 5 d. will be sufficient for the half-year ending 25tn 
March next. 

Denis Daly, Chairman. 

4th March 1843. 

That a rate be now made of 5 d. in the pound, apportioned according to the expenditure 
in each electoral division for the last six months, pursuant to the resolution of the 4t 
February last, and that the rate-books be signed by the chairman and two Guardians o^n 
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behalf of the Board, and that our clerk do publish the necessary notice through the Union 
that such rate has been made. 

J. Burke, Chairman. 

The following is the apportioned rate : 
d. d. 

Loughrea - - 0 A in the pound. Killimor - - 3 £ in the pound. 

Killeenadeema - 5 „ Kilmeen - - 3 j „ 

Kilchreest - -4 J „ Kilreekle - - 3 „ 

Kilconeeran - 4 £ „ Ballinakill - - 5 J „ 

Craughwell -2 % „ Duuivy - - 3 $ „ 

Athenry - - 4 f „ Portunma - - 3| „ 

Clonkeen - - 3 1 „ Teena - - 4 £ „ 

Kiltulla - - 6 4 „ 

Thomas Dorgan, Clerk. 



No. 3. —-Application for increased Military or Constabulary Force to enforce 
the Levy of the Poor-Rate. 



SKIBBEREEN UNION. 



Communication from John Gore Jones, esq., s.m., to the Under Secretary for Ireland ; Skibbereen Union, 
copy of which was received by the Commissioners from the latter. 

Sir, County of Cork, Skibbereen, 17th November 1842. 

I have the honour to state, for the information of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, that V 
I this day, accompanied by Mr. Aylmer, j.p., and agent to Lord Carberry, proceeded to 
Ballylinch district, about eight miles south-west of this town, to protect Mr. Donovan, 
poor-rate collector. The force under my direction consisted of 60 policemen, four mounted, 
and sub-inspectors Gardiner and Brew. 

On our marching out of town, it was quite evident that the feelings of the entire people 
were enlisted against us; a considerable crowd pressed on our rear-guard; horns were 
sounded, and the masses of peasantry on the surrounding heights evinced, by violent shouting, 
deep and bitter animosity ; we therefore proceeded with great caution when about four 
miles from this town, perceiving the immense moving masses by which we were encircled. 

I ordered the party to load ; "shortly after, I made a ring-leader prisoner; we then pursued 
our march : at the Roman Catholic chapel of Reagh we were attacked by stones from our 
rear and side : I was then reduced to the very painful necessity of ordering the party to fire, 
when a perfect discomfiture ensued ; one unhappy man was killed, and six wounded. The 
conduct of the sub-inspectors Brew and Gardiner was excellent, that of the policemen 
steady and determined. 

From Mr. Aylmer I received most valuable assistance, and, by his well-timed interference 
on the two previous days, he induced the great body of Lord Carberry’s tenants to pay their 
rates. I regret to add, he received a cut in his head from a stone : several of the policemen, 

■Deluding sub-inspector Brew, were hardly hit. 

At the townland of Ballylinch the peasantiy (Lord Carberry’s tenants) evinced a spirit of 
willingness to pay the rates, but I did not think it prudent to make any great delay there : 
on our return we were pressed by a very large mob, but we were enabled to keep them in 
check, and no stones were thrown until we reached the town of Skibbereen, where a few 
missiles were flying at the rear-guard, I think from windows. 

It would be highly desirable that a company of infantry should be immediately ordered 
here to support the civil power, and a troop of dragoons to Bandon. 

I trust I shall be fully adequate, without injury to the public service, to support the law 
here, more particularly as the local magistrates of the district have kindlv proffered me every 
assistance. 3 

* t> e g to remark, that on the evening of yesterday fires were kindled on all the sur- 
rounding hills. 

Edward Lucas, esq. John Gore Jones. 

&c. &c. &c. 



M M WATERFORD 



V. 

Poor-Rates. 
Loughrea Union. 
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RETURNS relative to the LEVY OF POOR-RATES (IRELAND), 



Poor-Rates. WATERFORD UNION. 

Waterford Union. 

Communication from Mr. Robert Fleming, appointed to collect the Poor-Rates in the 
Waterford Union, received by the Poor Law Commissioners from Mr. Murjrjeridge, 
Assistant Commissioner. 

(No.4770D.43.) 

My dear Sir, Lady-lane, Waterford, 8th March 1843. 

On yesterday, for the first time, I proceeded to endeavour the collection of the rate in this 
county. I returned just in time to forward to Mr. Lucas, under secretary, the letter, a copy 
of which I enclose : you will thereby be enabled to judge of the nature of the opposition 
I met with. The system of “ passive resistance ” was fully carried out ; and all the appear- 
ances to show that forcible resistance would be resorted to, had a distress been made, were 
also given. From all I witnessed, I am led to the conviction that, unless aided by dragoons, 
the collection of the rate cannot be effected. The country people are more alarmed at the 
appearance of military than of police ; and the rapidity with which mounted men can reach 
any point before knowledge is carried to the parties, and thereby ensure a distress in even 
two or three instances, must, in my opinion, gradually induce the people to the belief of the 
inutility of further resistance. But so long as they are enabled to have notice of the advance 
of the collector, they will be enabled to frustrate all attempts. 

The feeling of the more respectable class of farmers is favourable to the payment of the 
rate, but they are intimidated by others. The police force here at present may be sufficient 
to protect in the collection of the rate ; but I apprehend much a collision, in which the 
blood of the misguided peasantry would be shed, and I therefore submit for your con- 
sideration what other measures it would be advisable to adopt. For my own part, having 
entered into the affair with an anxious desire to aid in the object of the Legislature, and in 
so doing, under the present aspect, I may materially injure my own prospects, yet I am 
perfectly ready to proceed, if such a demonstration is made as will convince the people of 
the utter hopelessness of forcible resistance. 

Begging you to advise such course as, under the circumstances, may seem to you 
advisable, 

1 remain, &c. 

Robert Fleming. 



Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 

Sir, Lady-lane, Waterford, 7lh March 1843. 

Having been appointed collector of the poor-rate in the electoral divisions of the Water- 
ford Union, situate in the county of Waterford, I this day proceeded for the purpose of 
collecting rates in the divisions of Ballinakill, Kilmaclegue and Rathmoylan. I had the 
protection of a police force of 100 men, under the command of Mr. Decluzean. Imme- 
diately that the force appeared some few miles from the city, it was preceded and followed 
by a great number of persons. Those who preceded attracted still greater numbers to join 
them, by blowing of horns, arid cries, and spreading themselves through the country, 
bringing back others. On leaving the village of Ballymacaw, nine miles distant from 
Waterford, where the force rested for half-an-hour, it was followed by fully 1,000 men, 
armed with sticks, who kept constantly shouting, hallooing and groaning at the police ; 
and at one time pressed so closely upon their ranks, that the officer found it necessary to 
direct the police to fix bayonets, and thus keep the crowd from pressing upon them. Every 
door was closely shut, and not a single head of cattle visible upon any of the farms ; nor 
could I collect any rate, or effect a distress. 

I have thought it right to present to you this account of the day’s proceedings, as I am 
apprehensive that, should the police force alone continue to protect in the collection of the 
rate, the people not entertaining the same fear of that force as they do of the military, will 
come into collision with them, unless they are aided by the military. 

The whole operations of endeavouring to collect the rate may be rendered useless, by the 
passive resistance of the rate-payers keeping their doors closed, and their cattle concealed ; 
but I am firmly convinced that, should any distress be made, it could not, under present 
circumstances, be removed without bloodshed ; and I therefore respectfully submit the 
whole matter for the consideration of his Excellency. 

I beg to mention, that I consider it the more prudent course to postpone any further 
attempt at collecting the rate until I have the honour of a reply from you. 

I have, &c. 

E. Lucas, esq. Robert Fleming, 

Under Secretary of State. Solicitor to the Board of Guardians. 
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VI.— EDUCATION OF PAUPERS. vi. 

Education of 

Paupers. 

Copies of any Instructions relating to the Education of Paupers issued by 
the Commissioners, and Copies of any Correspondence upon the subject with 
any Board of Guardians. 

1. — INSTRUCTIONS issued by the Commissioners. l. Instructions. 



Extract from the Orders issued by the Poor Law Commissioners to all the Unions 
upon the opening of the Workhouse, containing Rules for its Management. 

XVII. The boys and girls shall, for three of the working hours at least, every day be 
instructed in reading, writing, and the principles of the Christian religion in the workhouse 
school, or in such school or schools as the Board of Guardians, with the sanction of the 
Poor Law Commissioners, may direct ; and such other instructions shall be imparted to the 
children as are calculated to train them to habits of usefulness, industry and virtue. 

XXIII. * * * Any regular minister of the religious persuasion of any 

inmate, at all times in the day, on the request of such inmate, may visit the workhouse, for 
the purpose of affording religious assistance to such inmate, and also for the purpose of 
instructing his or her child or children in the principles of their religion ; such religious 
assistance and such instruction being strictly confined to inmates who are of the religious 
persuasion of such minister, and to the children of 'such inmates, and not so given as to 
Interfere with the good order and discipline of the workhouse. 

XXV. Divine service shall be performed every Sunday in the workhouse, at which all 
the paupers shall attend, except the sick and the young children, and such as are too infirm 
to do so : provided that no pauper shall be obliged to attend or be present at any religious 
service which may be celebrated in a manner contrary to the religious principles of such 
pauper. 

XXVIII. The Guardians shall appoint a visiting committee from their own body, whose 
duty it shall be to examine the workhouse once every week at the least, and, after a careful 
inspection, to write such answers as the facts may warrant to the following queries, which 
are to be printed in a book, intituled, “ The Visitors’ Book,” to be kept for that purpose, and 
submitted regularly to the Board of Guardians at their meetings : * # * 

G. Are the boys and girls in the school making due progress in religious instruction, 
reading and writing ? 

7. Is the industrial training of the boys and girls properly attended to; and are they 
employed as the Guardians have directed 1 * * * 

12. Is Divine service regularly performed ; are prayers regularly read? 

XXXI. The following shall be the duties of the master of the workhouse : * * * 

6. To provide for and enforce the employment of the able-bodied adult paupers, 
during the whole of the hours of labour ; to train the youth in such employment as will 
best fit them for gaining their own living ; to keep the partially disabled paupers occu- 
pied to the extent of their ability : and to allow none who are capable of employment 
to be idle at any time. 

XXXII. The following shall be the duties of the matron of the workhouse : * * * 

5. To pay particular attention to the moral conduct and orderly behaviour of the 
adult female paupers and girls ; to see that they are clean and decent in their dress 
and persons, and to train up the girls in such employments as will best fit them for 
gaining their own living. 

XXXIII. The following shall be the duties of the chaplain : 

1 . To celebrate Divine service and preach to the paupers every Sunday, and on such 
other days as are directed to be kept holy. 

2 . To visit the sick paupers in the workhouse, and more especially, when applied to 
for that purpose, by the master or matron. 

3. To examine and catechise the children at least once in every month, and after 
each of such examinations to record the same, and state the general progress of the 
children, in a book to be kept for that purpose, to be laid before the Board of Guardians 
at their next meeting ; in which book the chaplain shall also insert the date of each of 
his attendances at the workhouse : provided that every chaplain shall, in the discharge 
of the duties herein prescribed, act in strict conformity to the provisions of the 49th 
section of the Irish Poor Relief Act. 

XXXIV. The following shall be the duties of the schoolmaster and schoolmistress of the 
workhouse : 

To instruct the boys and girls in the house as directed in Rule 17, and to assist the 
master and the matron in the performance of their several duties, and in the maintenance 
of order, and due subordination in the workhouse. 



6 io. m u 2 Extract 
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VI. 

Education of 
Paupers. 

1. Instructions. 



Extract from Instructions issued by the Poor Law Commissioners to Assistant Com- 
missioners, relative to the Arrangements to be made for opening the Workhouses 
23d June 1840. “ ’ 

In populous Unions, comprising large towns, and where the number of children in the 
workhouse maybe expected to be considerable, it will be expedient to appoint a permanent 
schoolmaster and schoolmistress. In other cases, and where any national school is established 
in the vicinity of the workhouse, the Commissioners consider that it will be advisable to 
make an arrangement with the managers of such school to receive and instruct the workhouse 
children at a certain rate per head. 

The Commissioners believe that in most of the rural Unions an arrangement of this kind 
may be effected at a comparatively small cost ; but should such arrangement not be prac- 
ticable in any case, or should it not be in your power to effect one satisfactorily with any 
existing school, a master and mistress must then be appointed, and the education of the 
pauper children be duly provided for. Your special care is directed to this very important 
blanch of Poor Law administration, which cannot be too early or too sedulously attended to. 

The Commissioners of National Education will furnish a supply of books free of charo-e 
to the schools which may be established in any of the workhouses ; and will also continue 
to furnish such books as may thereafter be required at half the cost price ; they will likewise 
afford every assistance in their power in recommending and training masters and mistresses 
for the workhouse schools. In cases where school-books are so gratuitously supplied, the 
Commissioners of Education will direct a periodical inspection of the schools by the proper 
officers, which must unquestionably be attended with advantage to the children. A com- 
munication on this subject has been for some time expected from the Commissioners of 
Education, explanatory of their views and intentions : as soon as it is received, you shall be 
furnished with a copy for your guidance. 



Copy of a Communication from the Education Commissioners to the 
(No. 3582 D. 40 ) Po° r ^ aw Commissioners. 

® ir » . . Education Office, 27th June 1840. 

The Commissioners of Education having been informed by Mr. Macdonnell, resident 
Commissioner, that you had expressed to him a wish to ascertain upon what conditions the 
national school books would be granted to such Poor Law Union Schools as were desirous 
to avail themselves of such grants ; direct us to transmit to you a copy of a minute of the 
Board, drawn up on the 25tn instant, in reference to that subject. 

We have, &c. 

To George Nicholls, esq., Hamilton DowdallA , . „ 

&c. &c. &c. Maurice Cross, ] Jo,nt Secretar <es. 

Extract from Minutes ofBoard, dated 25th June 1840 (annexed to foregoing Letter). 

Ordered, That the secretaries transmit to Mr. Nicholls a copy of their fourth report, and 
that they direct his attention to the paragraph No. 35, setting forth the rule reeardin°- 
religious instruction. 6 3 

That they state that the Commissioners understand the reading of the sacred Scriptures 
and the teaching of catechisms to come within the meaning of religious instruction, and that 
the Commissioners also understand this principle to be the same as that laid down in 
c. 56, s. 49, of the Poor Law Act for Ireland. 

The Commissioners, therefore, upon an undertaking that the workhouse schools applying 
for aid shall, in accordance with the rules of the Board of National Education, be subject to 
inspection by them or their officers, are willing to make grants of books and requisites and 
afterwards to supply them at half-price. ’ 

The Commissioners will also receive into their establishment any teachers who may be 
sent for traming from such schools ; and if applied for, will grant gratuities to such teachers. 

I he Commissioners will be most happy in all cases to give advice with regard to the 
selection of teachers. ° 

Paragraph No. 35 of Fourth Report of Education Commissioners, above referred to. 

The principle of the system, and which we consider fundamental and unalterable is that 
the National Schools shall be open alike to Christians of all denominations; therefore that 
no child shall be required to be present at any religious instruction or exercise of which his 
parents or guardians may disapprove, and that opportunities shall be afforded to all children 
to receive separately, at particular periods, such religious instruction as their parents or 
guardians may provide for them. The letter of the rule is, that religious instruction shall 
be given out ot the hours dunng which all the children attending a school are assembled for 
common instruction. 



Extracts from Instructional Letter addressed to the Assistant Commissioners 
for circulation. 

/v ' Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

^ i°n \!- 4 “' a ' l ' u i . 25th November 1842. 

10. 1 he boys and girls school-rooms open into their respective yards, and must never b 
overlooked when the house is visited: the duties of the schoolmaster and the schoolmistres 
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are extremely important, not only to the children placed immediately under their charge, Education of 

but likewise to the whole community ; there will probably be 30,000 pauper children on an Paupers, 

average in the Irish Workhouses, and if these children are so educated and trained as to . . 

fit them for earning their own livelihood, and becoming useful and respectable members of 1# * nstructlons - 
society, it is impossible to doubt that a great good will be thereby effected ; the amount of 
this good will mainly depend upon the education and training which the children may 
receive in the workhouse schools, and the importance of this point cannot be too frequently 
or too urgently impressed upon the master and matron, ana the schoolmaster and school- 
mistress, each and all of whom must strenuously endeavour to do their utmost in furtherance 
of this object. W ith the old people we can hope to effect but little in the way of improvement ; 
their habits are fixed, and their moral feelings and Derceptions are blunted by age, hardship 
and infirmity ; but with the young the case is happily different, and these will in the 
aggregate become hereafter, what we educate and train and fit them for becoming ; let this 
truth be constantly present to our minds, and no other stimulus to exertion in this department 
of our duties can be necessary. 

11 . The only good education is that which fits and qualifies a person for the performance 
of his or her duties in that station of life in which it has pleased Providence to place them : 
such an education is not limited to reading, writing and arithmetic, or to the acquisition of 
what is called learning ; but it likewise comprises careful, moral and religious instruction, 
as well as training in habits of industry, and, for the working classes, training also in the 
laborious occupations of every-day life ; it is not the head alone which must be attended 
to, the hands must be taught and accustomed to labour, for these the pauper children in 
our workhouses will have to earn their livelihood, and, as they become fitted for so doing, 
means of employment must be found for them ; when this time arrives, if it be seen that 
the children reared in our workhouses are orderly and industrious, that the girls are well 
trained and fitted for household work, and the boys for farming and other out-of-door 
employments, there will then be little difficulty in finding situations for them. 

If rightly educated and well trained, they will, in fact, be sought for, and the duty of so 
educating and training them, devolves primarily upon the master and matron, and the 
schoolmaster and schoolmistress. 

It is purposed to have returns every six months from each workhouse, showing the 
number and the ages of the boys and girls who have been put out to service, and their 
character and qualifications on quitting the house. 

12. The girls should be early taught to knit and to use the needle ; they can hardly begin 
too young. They should each be able to make all their own clothes, and be accustomed 
to do so, and they should be particularly neat and clean in their persons ; the matron 
must keep the schoolmistress supplied with proper materials for employing tbe children in 
the school-room, and the elder girls should be employed on the ordinary work of the house, 
in scouring and cleaning, washing and ironing, &c., to fit them for becoming good servants ; 
it is of course necessary that this industrial training and occupation should be so arranged 
as not to interfere with regular tuition in the school, and with the religious instruction of 
the children, which are vitally important, and must be duly attended to. 

13. The boys must be early trained to out-door occupations, and be accustomed to labour 
with their hands, which will give them habits of industry, and increase their muscular 
strength ; the yards, the gardens and the cultivation of the land surrounding the house, will 
afford the means of employing the boys who are old enough for such work, and the master 
roust take care that they are all employed to the best ad vantage ; the schoolmaster must 
assist in superintending the labour of tne boys, as well as in directing their education in 
school-hours, and their moral and religious instruction will of course be attended to by the 
respective chaplains : in addition to out-of-door occupations, a few of the boys should be 
taught tailoring, a few shoemaking, and one or two might be taught carpentering, or any 
other handicraft, if the means for doing so exist in the house ; the shoes and clothing of 
the inmates will always afford employment for tailors and shoemakers, and there is always 
considerable demand for these trades in the country ; if there is not a tailor or shoemaker 
among the inmates, it will be wise economy to hire a competent person of each trade to 
instruct the boys, and to make and repair the shoes and clothing of the paupers. The room 
at the end of the school-room is provided for this purpose, and for setting the boys to work 
at such trades. 

15. In some of the larger workhouses infant schools might be established with advantage. 

The presence of the very young children, who are incapable of continuous attention, is apt 

interfere with the instruction of the elder children ; and it is desirable, therefore, when 
their number is considerable, that they should be kept separate, and this could be most 
conveniently done by establishing an infant class for children of both sexes, of six years 
?nd under. It is necessary that these very young children should be amused as well as 
■ostructed, and with them a change of occupation is always an amusement. They should 
Jl e ver be kept too long at their lessons, and indeed this rule applies to the other schools 
likewise, where the children are not unfrequently kept far too long at their books. As a 
general rule, three hours’ schooling in the day is quite enough in our workhouse schools. 

rest of the day should be devoted to labour with the hands, and to play and recreation, 
w hich are necessary for the children’s health, and the development of their powers, mental 
physical. 

46. The duties of the schoolmaster and the schoolmistress are very important, much more 
®°> in fact, than was contemplated at the outset of our proceedings. It is impossible to go 

6l6. M JI 3 through 
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VI. 

Education of through our workhouse schools and not become sensible of the vast importance of the 
Paupers. instruction and training there imparted to the children of both sexes, and for the imparting 

. of this instruction the schoolmaster and the schoolmistress are responsible, and they are in 

1. Instructions. a „ reat measure responsible for the industrial training also. 

George Nicholls. 



2.— CORRESPONDENCE with Boards of Guardians so far as it has been as 
yet possible to make a Return. 



Note. — With regard to the industrial training of the children in the workhouse and the 
employment of paupers, it may be right to point out, that in many Unions the Guardians 
have engaged persons, such as tailors, shoemakers, brogue-makers, Sec., to teach the children 
their trades, as well as to assist in making articles for use in the workhouse. The cases in 
which such persons have been specially appointed are generally shown in another part of 
these Returns (No. IV. Return of Paid Officers and Assistants).— In other cases, the 
Guardians have employed for this purpose paupers who have practised trades, in which 
they are able to instruct the children. 



BELFAST UNION. 



Letter from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners. 

(No. 3765 D. 41.) , . 

gi r Union Workhouse, Belfast, 30th April 1841. 

The Board of Guardians of this Union desire me to request the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners will inform them how the school-books are to be provided for the children in the 
workhouse. # # # # * 

I have, &c. 

To Wm. Stanley, esq. James Mackean, Clerk Belfast Union. 



Commissioners’ Reply, 5th May 1841. 

Referring to your letter of the 30th ultimo, the Poor Law Commissioners have directed to 
be forwarded to the Board of Guardians of Belfast Union the enclosed copy of a minute of 
the Board of National Education in Ireland, together with a copy of the Fourth Report 
of the same Commissioners, to the 30th paragraph of which the minute makes special 

16 T^Commissioners desire to state, that they concur with the opinion of the Commissioners 
of Education, that the principle of the paragraph referred to is identical with that laid down 
in the 49th section of the Irish Poor Relief Act ; and they recommend the Guardians to make 
application for a grant of books and requisites for the workhouse school, on the conditions 
mentioned in the minute of the Commissioners of Education, and to avail themselves of the 
other advantages offered in the same minute. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Belfast Union. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 9641 D. 42.) Belfast Union Workhouse, Clerk’s Office, 

Si r> 4th August 1842. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians, Belfast Union, to subjoin copy of a letter from 
the secretary of the Deaf and Dumb and Blind Institution, and copy extracts, togethei 
with a copy of a resolution passed by the Board of Guardians on the 2d August instant 
as follows. 

By order, 

Wm. Boyce, Clerk to Guardians. 



Sir, 



Secretary’s Letter (Copy.) 



I beg to subjoin extract from the minutes of committee in reference to your application 
for the admission of two blind children as day-scholars at the institution. 

I am, &c. 

Alexander H. llaliday, esq. Ja 6 Shaw, Secretary- 

School Committee, Belfast Union Workhouse. 

Copv 
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Copy Extract. 

Mr. Haliday’s letter, respecting the admission of two blind children from the workhouse 
as day-scholars, having been read ; — agreed, 

That the secretary write Mr. Haliday, stating that the committee considering the Guar- 
dians as in the position of friends, able to pay for the education of the children referred to, 
expect them to defray the charges fixed upon for such cases, viz. 2 1. a year for each pupil, 
and that upon this being complied with, the children may be admitted, the usual queries 
having been first satisfactorily answered. 

Resolution of the Board of Guardians. 

That Mary Leslie, a blind orphan in the workhouse, be paid for as a day-scholar, at the 
Deaf and Dumb Institution, Belfast, at the rate of ll. a year, according to the terms stated 
in the letter of Mr. Shaw, the secretary, subject to the approbation of the Commissioners, 
and that a copy of that letter be sent to them along with the resolution, requesting their 
sanction to the outlay proposed. 

By order of the Board, 

To Arthur Moore, esq., Chief Clerk, William Boyce, 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin. Clerk to Guardians, Belfast Union. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 11th August 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 4th instant 
relative to the arrangement between the Board of Guardians of the Belfast Union and the 
committee of the Deaf and Dumb Institution, for the admission of Mary Leslie (a blind 
orphan) into that institution as a day-scholar, on payment of 2l. a year, and the Commis- 
sioners desire to state, that the Irish Poor Relief Act does not empower them to authorize 
the payment of any sum from the rates for education out of the workhouse, nor does it 
authorize any payment from the rates by the Board of Guardians, except for, or with relation 
to, maintenance and education in the workhouse. 

The proposed payment would therefore be illegal, and cannot be sanctioned by the 
Commissioners. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, C. Walmisley, First Clerk. 

Belfast Union. 



CARRICK-ON-SUIR UNION. 



Resolution of Guardians, 10th September 1842. 

(No. 11484 D. 42.) 

That permission be applied for to the Poor Law Commissioners to place the school of 
the workhouse under the superintendence of the National Board of Education, and that the 
necessary requisites be sent down for this purpose. 

Extract from the Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 20th September 1842. 

With reference to the resolution relative to placing the school of the workhouse under the 
National Board of Education, the Commissioners desire to state, that the Board of 
Guardians should address the secretaries to the Commissioners of Education, requesting 
the usual advance of school requisites on the ordinary conditions. 



CASHEL UNION. 



... Letter from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners. 

(No. 4783 D. 42.) 

T S' r * Cashel, 18th April 1842. 

1 am directed by the Board of Guardians of this Union to inform the C&mmissioners, that 
'‘family of the name of Preston was received into this house here on the 11th February last, 
&at the father entered as a Protestant, and the other members as Roman Catholics ; the 
, er iiow wishes to have the youngest daughter aged 13 years educated as a Protestant, 
10 wh lc h the mother and child is averse. 

The Board wishes to get the opinion of the Commissioners on the subject for their future 

guidance. 



•A. Moore, esq. 



I am, &c. 

T/tos. M‘ Loughlin, Clerk of the Union. 



6i6. 



Case 



VI. 

Education of 
Paupeis. 

Belfast Union. 



Carrick-on-Suir 

Union. 



Cashel Union. 
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Case submitted to the Commissioners relative to the family above referred to. 

(No. 5008 D. 42.) 

Jeremiah Preston, a Protestant, his wife a Roman Catholic, has two daughters in the Cashel 
Union Workhouse; the eldest daughter is over 16 years of age; she attends the Roman 
Catholic worship, and no question as to her right to do so ; the second daughter is under 15 
years of age, and her father wishes her to attend the Protestant worship ; her mother wishes 
her to attend the Homan Catholic worship; the child wishes to be so herself. 

The Commissioners are requested to obtain a legal opinion on the law- of the case, for the 
general guidance of the Board, as to the rights under the Poor Law Act of the parents, 
whether father or mother, to control the religion of the child, and at what age that right 
ceases, and the children may determine for themselves. 

The Guardians would wish to have the opinion (if possible) against their next meeting on 
Friday, the 29th April instant 

Commissioners’ Reply, 2d May 1842. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 2d May 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration the question submitted to 
them by the Board of Guardians of the Cashel Union relative to the right of the parents of 
children in the workhouse to control the religion of the children, and at what age that right 
ceases, so that the children may determine for themselves ; and in reference thereto, the Com- 
missioners desire to state, that the age of 15 years seems to be pointed out by the Legislature 
as the period of life at which a child shall begin to be regarded as independent of his parents ; 
and that age may be used as the period at which parental control shall cease in the work- 
house in matters of religion. 

The Commissioners consider that the Guardians are bound to attend to the wishes of a 
parent in respect of a child under 15 years old, and to exercise the authority of their office 
in carrying out those wishes, and it is plain that where the father and mother are both living, 
it is the father that should decide the point in question. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Cashel Union. 



CELBRIDGE UNION. 



Letter from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 10841 D.41.) 

Gentlemen, Workhouse, Celbridge, 25th November 1841. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians of Celbridge Union to inform you, that a deserted 
child, aged two years, having been received into the workhouse on Wednesday, 10 th day of 
November 1841, and the Board of Guardians having no evidence before them to satisfy 
them as to the religion of the parents, and there being no provision in the Poor Relief Act 
relating to such cases, in regard to the religion of a child, it was resolved that the Com- 
missioners be requested to take the opinion of the law officers of the Crown on the above 
case for the guidance of this Board, as many cases of a similar nature are likely to occur. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. Henry Holbrook, 

Clerk of the Union. 

Commissioners’ Reply. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 3d January 1842. 

With reference to your letter of the 25th November relative to the religion in which deserted 
children should be brought up, the Poor Law Commissioners desire to inform the Board of 
Guardians of the Celbridge Union, that the case has been referred to the Attorney-general 
for his opinion thereon. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Celbridge Union. 



Case submitted to the Attorney-general for Ireland as to the religious Education of 
Foundlings and deserted Children, with his Opinion thereon. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 3d January 1842. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to transmit to you a copy of a letter fron 1 
the clerk of the Celbridge Union, as to the religion in which deserted children should be 
instructed ; and, with reference thereto, the Commissioners desire to state, that the case arises 
under the 49th section of the Irish Poor Relief Act (of which a copy is enclosed), and tha 
it must be considered a case in which the religion of the child’s parents or guardians or 

sponsors 
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sponsors cannot be ascertained, and in which the Guardians know of no one competent to 
object to the child’s being educated in the workhouse in any religious creed. 

The Commissioners request your opinion whether the Guardians are under any legal 
obligations to cause the child to be educated in the religious creed of any particular deno- 
mination, and in which way the Commissioners ought to direct or advise Boards of Guardians 
in similar cases. I have, 4c. 

To the Right hon. Francis Blackbume, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Attorney-general, &c. &c. &c. 

Opinion of the Attorney-general. 

I am of opinion that the Guardians ought in such a case as this to cause the child to be 
educated in the religious creed of Protestantism, the religion of the State. 

5 January 1842. p . Blackbume. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No. 10841 D. 41.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 6th January 1842. 

In reference to your letter of the 25th ultimo, inquiring as to the religion in which a child 
should be educated who has been deserted by his parents in a case where the religious creed 
of the parents of such child cannot be ascertained, the Poor Law Commissioners desire to 
forward to you, for the information of the Board of Guardians of the Celbridge Union, a copy 
of the opinion of the Attorney-general in the case. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk of the Board of Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Celbridge Union. 



BALLINASLOE UNION. 



Letter from Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners, 19th May 1842. 

(No. 6164 D. 42.) 

A deserted infant having been admitted into the workhouse, and there being no informa- 
tion relative to its parents or their religion, 

Resolved, That the Poor Law Commissioners be requested to inform this Board in what 
religion the child (only four or five days’ old) shall be baptized. 

Commissioners’ Reply to the foregoing, 23d May 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 19th instant, 
calling attention to a resolution passed at the meeting of the Board of Guardians of the 
Ballinasloe Union on the 18 th instant, inquiring as to the religion in which a deserted child 
who has been admitted into the workhouse should be educated, there being no means of 
ascertaining the religious creed of its parents; and, in reference thereto, the Commissioners 
have directed that the enclosed copy of an opinion given by the Attorney-general for Ireland 
on a similar case be forwarded for the information of the Board of Guardians. 

Note . — For opinion, vide supra. 



Minute of Guardians, 4th January 1843. 

(No. 299 D. 43.) 

The Board having under consideration the tenders from shoemakers to attend at the work- 
house to cut out shoes, and instruct the boys. 

Resolved, That Thomas Egan’s tender to attend at the workhouse to instruct the boys at 
8 s. per week be accepted, he (Egan) to give two solvent sureties. 

Extract from Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 9th January 1843. 

The Commissioners approve of the appointment of Thomas Egan to instruct the boys in 
the workhouse in his trade as a shoemaker, at an allowance of 8 s. per week. 



CLONMEL UNION. 



| Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 716 D. 41.) 

| Sir, Clonmel Union Workhouse, 9th February 1841. 

Herewith I transmit you copy minute of proceedings of a Board of Guardians, as trans- 
ited at their weekly meeting held on yesterday. j 

The Poor Law Commissioners, P. J. Keily, Clerk of the Union. 

| Dublin. 

616. N N Extract 
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Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 8th February 1841, referred to in foregoing. 

(No. 71 5 D. 41.) _ t o 

Resolved, That the letter of John O’Donoghue, esq., Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, 
as communicated to this Board, on the important subject of educating the pauper children 
of the workhouse, be referred to the visiting committee ; that it be an instruction to said 
committee to ascertain if there are paupers to be had in the house competent to teach the 
children of both sexes. 

Letter from Mr- O’Donoghue, Assistant Commissioner, to the Chairman of the Board of 
Guardians, above referred to. 

Dear Sir Kilkenny, 7th February 1841. 

As I shall be obliged to attend in Clogbeen to-morrow, and therefore be absent from your 
meeting, I beg to communicate with you and the Board on the subject of the education of 
the pauper children in the workhouse. 

The attention of the Poor Law Commissioners was early called to this important subject, 
and a communication opened with the Board of Education. 

I am enabled to inform your Board, that the Commissioners of National Education will 
furnish a supply of books free of charge to the schools which may be established in any of 
the workhouses, and will also continue to furnish such books as may hereafter be required 
at half the cost price. _ . . 

They will likewise afford every assistance in their power in recommending and training 
masters and mistresses for the workhouse schools. 

In cases where school-books are so gratuitously supplied, the Commissioners of Education 
will direct a periodical inspection of the schools by the proper officers, which cannot fail of 
being productive of great benefit to the children. Under these circumstances, and aware of 
the anxiety felt by the Guardians of the poor of the Clonmel Union to discharge, this part of 
their duties to the pauper children committed to their care, without loss of time 1 would 
suggest that the subject be considered at the meeting to be held to-morrow. The clerk 
might be directed to apply through the Poor Law Commissioners (who being on the spot 
could confer with the Board of Education) fora supply of books, &c. as before mentioned; 
the Board ought also to fix on some moderate amount of salary to be paid to the master and 
mistress of the workhouse schools ; having fixed on some such amount, I think it would be 
advisable to apply in the manner already suggested by me to the Ed ucation Board, to obtain 
their assistance in procuring a proper master and mistress for the education of the children. 

I have, &c. 

To John Bagwell, esq. John O’ Donoghue, 

&c. See. &c. Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 



Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 15th February 1841. 

(No. 883 D. 41.) 

The committee recommend that the Poor Law Commissioners be requested to obtain from 
the Board of National Education such a supply of books as they may deem suitable for a 
workhouse intended to hold 600 paupers. 

Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 19th March 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them the minutes of proceedings of the 
Board of Guardians of Clonmel Union, at a meeting held on the 15th February last, and 
they desire to express their approval of the resolution by which it is proposed that application 
should be made to the Board of Education Commissioners for books for the workhouse 
school ; but the Commissioners wish to observe, that the application should be made by the 
Board of Guardians, and should contain a request for such a quantity of books and docu- 
ments gratis as it is the usage of the Education Board to allow, and such further quantity 
as the Guardians may require, at the reduced rate of charge at which they are supplied to 
schools in connexion with the National Board of Education. 

# # * * # 

By order of the Board, 

The Clerk of the Guardians of the Arthur Moore, 

Clonmel Union. for W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 



Minute of Guardians, 22d March 1841. 

(No. 2010 D. 41.) 

In reference to the letter of the Commissioners, dated 19th March 1841, as read to the 
Board on the subject of education, now referred to the visiting committee, who are requested 
to consider the subject of it, — that it be an instruction to said committee to apply to the 
Commissioners of Education for a supply of books best suited. 



CORK 
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CORK UNION. 



(No. 3841 b. D. 40.) 

Sir, Education Office, 20th June 1840. 

We have the honour to enclose a copy of our correspondence with the Poor Law Guardians 
of Cork Union in reference to supplying the workhouse school with books. 

We have, &c. 



Geo. Nicholls, esq. 



Hamilton Dowdall, \ T • . 0 . ■ 

Maurice Cross, l lomt ^Cretan®. 



VI. 

Education of 
Paupers. 

Cork Union. 



Office of Poor Law Guardians, Cork, 

Sir, 18th May 1840. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians of the Cork Union to request you will let them 
know whether the Poor Law Commissioner, Mr. Voules, made an application to you for the 
supply of school-books ; if not, you will let me know whether we can be supplied with 
necessary school-books for this workhouse, and on what terms. 

I am, See. 

The Secretary to the Board of Education. K. Allen Deane. 



Sir, - Education Office, 22d May 1840. 

We are to inform you, in reply to your letter of the 18th instant, that the subject of the 
supply of workhouses with books is at present under the consideration of the Commissioners 
of Education, and that Mr. Macdonnell, the resident Commissioner, has been authorized to 
confer with Mr. Nicholls on the subject at his return from London. 

We are, Sec. 



Mr. K. A. Deane, 
Sec. Sec. Sec. 



Hamilton Dowdall, ~\ 
Maurice Cross, J 



Joint Secretaries. 



Sir, Education Office, 9th J une 1 840. 

The Commissioners of Education having conferred with Mr. Nicholls on the subject of an 
application made to them for a supply of books to the Cork Union Workhouse, direct us to 
inform you, that they are disposed to entertain such an application, understanding that the 
school for which the books are intended shall be subject to the inspection of the superinten- 
dent of National Schools in that district. In order, therefore, to bring the school officially 
in connexion with the National Board, we enclose forms of application, to be filled up in 
accordance with the letter of instructions which accompanies them, and to be returned to us 
signed by some competent authority. As soon as this preliminary has been complied with, 
the grant of books will be made. 

We are, &c. 



Mr. K. Allen Deane, 
&c. &c. Sec. 



Maurice Cross, 1 
Hamilton Dowdall ,J 



Joint Secretaries. 



Office of Poor Law Guardians, 

Sir, 16th June 1840. 

I have laid before the Guardians of the poor of this Union your communication of the 9th 
instant. I am directed to inform you, that they are of opinion that it would not be advisable 
to place workhouse schools under any other superintendence save that to which they are by 
the Irish Relief Act subjected, namely, the authority of the Guardians and the Poor Law 
Commissioners. I am directed to inquire if the workhouse schools can be supplied with the 
hooks of the National Board, as the Guardians are anxious to purchase a supply. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretaries, K. Allen Deane. 

Commissioners National Education. 



Sir, Education Office, 20th June 1840. 

Having laid before the Commissioners of Education your letter of the 16th instant, they 
direct us to inform you, that their books can be purchased for the use of the workhouse 
school at a reduction of 25 per cent, on the prices in the enclosed list. 

Upon receiving a remittance for the amount of such books as may be required, they shall 
he forwarded according to your directions : the Commissioners, however, do not defray the 
expense of carriage. 

We are, &c. 



Mr. K. Allen Deane, 
Sec. Sc c. &c. 



Hamilton Dowdall , 1 
Maurice Cross, j 



Joint Secretaries. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(^o. 3582 D. 40.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 30th June 1840. 

The Poor Law Commissioners forward to the Board of Guardians of the Cork Union a 
copy of a minute of the Board of Commissioners of National Education in Ireland, together 
6l 6. N N 2 with 
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VI. 

Education of with a copy of the fourth report of the same Commissioners, to the 35th paragraph of which 
Paupers. the minute makes special reference. [See ante, p. 272.] 

— ~ . The Commissioners desire to state, that they concur with the opinion of the Commissioners 

Cork l nion. 0 f Education, that the principle of paragraph referred to is identical with that laid down in 
the 49th section of the Irish Poor Relief Act. 

The Commissioners desire to state further, that they recommend the Board of Guardians 
to make application for a grant of books and requisites for the workhouse school, on the 
conditions mentioned in the minute of the Commissioners of Education, and to avail them- 
selves of the other advantages offered in the same minute. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk of the Guardians, W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 

Cork Union. 



Minute of Guardians, 12 th December 1842. 

(No. 16791 D. 42.) 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to regulate the employment of the inmates of 
this house, so that the younger portion of the paupers shall be brought up to the trades of 
tailor, shoemaker and carpenter, and the young females under the immediate care of a 
sempstress ; and, in order to carry out this object, three ward-masters and four ward-mistresses 
be reduced, and the following gentlemen compose the committee ; viz. R. A. Rogers, 
F. Lloyd, and A. R. M'Swiney, esquires. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
17th December 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the Board of 
Guardians of the Cork Union on the 12th instant, and approve of the proposed appointment of 
a committee to regulate the employment of the workhouse inmates, especially with reference 
to the industrial training of the boys and girls. The Commissioners also approve the reduc- 
tion of three ward-masters and four ward-mistresses, and the acceptance of the resignation 
of James and Eliza Haines, of their offices as ward-master and ward-mistress respectively. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Cork Union. 



Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 9th January 1843. 

(No. 801 D. 43.) 

Resolved, That the Rev. Mr. Clifford’s report, and Rev. Mr. Sheehan’s reply thereto, be 
forwarded to the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Copy of the Rev. Mr. Clifford’s Observations. 

I consider the reinstatement of a man named Reilly in the boys’ school as a teacher, to 
oe highly injurious to the interests of a few Protestant children in the house, on whose 
religious principles he has already made several insidious attacks calculated, to foment 
religious discord among the inmates, and to promote a spirit of duplicity in the matter of 
religion, to which, from fear, or hope of gain, the poor are but too prone; and I am not 
surprised when the conduct of evil-doers is overlooked, the orders and arrangements of the 
Board allowed to be transgressed with impunity, that the intention of the law should fail to 
be effectually carried out: certainly the desecration of the Sabbath by goal-playing (a com- 
mon practice here) in front of the public road, cannot favourably affect the character of the 
house, as it must tend rather to give it the appearance of a lounge for idlers, than of an 
useful and well-regulated institution. 1 have felt it my duty to make these remarks, leaving 
it to the Board to deal with the subject as they may think best. 

8th January 1843. 0. IJ. Clifford, Protestant Curate. 

Copy of the Rev. Mr. Shcenan’s Reply. 

In answer to the observations of Mr. Clifford, in reference to the reinstatement of James 
Reilly as teacher in tne boys’ school, I beg to say, for the information of all whom it may 
at all concern, that he was replaced at my instance ; he is an experienced zealous catechist, 
and, as such, has had charge of the Catholic children, over 200 in number, for some years: 
resides Ins attention to the religious instruction of the children, he is allowed to be a kind 
and care»ul person towards those placed under his charge. He was removed from the 
school to gratify Mr. Clifford; but when I found how much his services were missed, 
I requested the master to reinstate him. To avoid all grounds of complaint, I desired 
Reiliv not to teach catechism any more in the school, but to assemble the children after 
school-hours in the room where I hear confessions. It would be highly indecorous in me 
to interfere with Mr. Clifford’s right to name the person whom he judged fittest to catechise 
t le I rotestant children, neither will I suffer my right to select a teacher for the Catholic 
children to be taken from me. 

G. Sheehan, Roman Catholic Curate. 



Letter 
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Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 19th January 1843. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of minutes of 
proceedings of the Board of Guardians of the Cork Union on the 9th instant, together with 
the observations of the Rev. Mr. Clifford and the ltev. Mr. Sheehan respectively, relative to 
the employment of a pauper named James Reilly in the instruction of certain children in 
the workhouse, and I am to request the observations of the Guardians upon the statement 
in Mr. Clifford’s report, that attempts had been made by a man named Reilly to change 
the religious principles of some of the Protestant children in the workhouse school. 

I am also to request the Guardians’ observations with respect to the practice of “ goal ” 
playing in front of the workhouse on Sundays, complained of by the Rev. Mr. Clifford. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Cork Union. 



SOUTH DUBLIN UNION. 



Minute of Guardians, 18 th June 1840. 

(No. 3581 D. 40.) 

Resolved, That it having been intimated that the Board of National Education will giant 
a gratuitous supply of books and other school requisites as an outfit, and all requisites 
hereafter wanted, at half price, on condition of their inspector being allowed to inspect the 
schools ; 

That the above offer be accepted, and an application made to the National Board for 
a gratuitous supply of books and requisites for 300 boys and 300 girls. 



Copy Letters to Clerk of South Dublin Union, received by the Poor Law Commissioners 
with the above Resolution. 

Letter from the Education Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Sir, Education Office, 22d June 1840. 

We have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 19th instant. In reply, we 
beg to say, that the superintendent of the district shall be directed to wait upon you, 
in order to obtain such information as the nature of the application on behalf of the 
South Dublin Union Workhouse schools requires; as we anticipate that his report will 
be favourable, wc have no doubt the Commissioners of education will grant the aid 
sought for. ,, r . 

° We are, & c 

To Mr. P. Gerraty, Clerk of the Union, H. Doicdall, 1 T . . c 

South Dublin Union Workhouse. Maurice Cross, f Jomt becretanes ‘ 



Letter from the Education Commissioners to the Guardians. 



Sir, Education Office, 29th June 1840. 

Having submitted to the Board of National Education your letter of the 19th instant, with 
an enclosed copy of a resolution passed at the Board of Poor Law Guardians of the South 
Dublin Union, we are directed to transmit to you, for the information of the Board of Poor 
Law Guardians, the annexed copy of a minute passed at the Board of Education on the 
2 5th instant, a copy of which has also been forwarded to Mr. Nicholls. 

We forward a copy of the fourth report. 

W e are further to request that you will have the goodness to notify to us whether the 
Guardians are willing to accept the aid sought for on the proposed terms. 



Mr. P. Gerraty. 



We are, &c. 

Hamilton DowdallA T . . c , • 
Maurice Crass, 7 ,0 " ,tSecretanes - 



Letter from the Poor Law Commissioners to the Guardians in reference to the 
foregoing Minute. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 30th June 1840. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have to acknowledge the receipt of a copy of a resolution 
the Guardians of South Dublin Union, passed at a meeting held on the 18 th instant, 
felative to the superintendence of the workhouse school by the Board of National Education, 
jr w bich the Commissioners desire, to express their approval, and at the same time to direct 
,, attention of the Guardians to a communication from this office on the same subject, 
() ated as above. „ , 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of the IT. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 

South Dublin Union. 

616. ss" Letter 
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* Sec previous part 
of Return, p. 278. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians above referred to. 

(No. 3582 D. 40.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

gj r 30th June 1840. 

The Poor Law Commissioners forward to the Board of Guardians of the South Dublin 
Union a copy of a minute of the Board of Commissioners of National Education in Ireland, 
together with a copy of the fourth Report of the same Commissioners, to the thirty-fifth 
paragraph of which the minute makes special reference.* 

The Commissioners desire to state, that they concur with the opinion of the Commissioners 
of Education, that the principle of the paragraph referred to is identical with that laid down 
in the 49th section of the Irish Poor Relief Act. 

The Commissioners desire to state further, that they recommend the Board of Guardians 
to make application for a grant of books and requisites for the workhouse school, on the 
conditions mentioned in the minute of the Commissioners of Education, and to avail them- 
selves of the other advantages offered in the same minute. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, William Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 

South Dublin Union. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 3671 D. 40.) 

Gentlemen, 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians to 
resolutions passed yesterday. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, 

Dublin. 

Minute of Guardians, 2d July 1840, enclosed in foregoing Letter. 

* * * * * 

Resolved, That we acquiesce in the conditions proposed by the Commissioners of National 
Education, in their letter of 29th June 1840, and that application be made to them for 
a gratuitous grant of books and other school requisites. 



Workhouse, Friday, 3d July 1840. 
transmit to you a copy of the annexed 

I have, &c. 

Peter Gerraty, Clerk of the Union. 



Extracts from the Minutes of the Board of Guardians at their Meeting on Thursday, 
5th August 1841. 

(No. 7304 D. 41.) 

The master reported, that 10 boys were reported to him by the schoolmaster and Pro- 
testant instructress, for not having attended instructions in the Protestant religion on the 
30th and 31st ult., and 3d and 4th inst. 

During the sitting of the Board, eight other boys were reported to the master by the Pro- 
testant instructress for being absent from prayer this morning. 

The following motion having been moved, was, on a division, lost : — 

“ That as, agreeable to a resolution of the Board, no child can be permitted to attend at 
any other place of worship than that on which such child is named on the registry, and it 
now having come to the knowledge of the Board that 10 of the boys entered as Protestants 
are anxious to attend the Roman Catholic form of worship, and this Board feeling no anxiety 
to coerce the religious opinion of such boys unnecessarily, are of opinion that they best 
perform their duty to them and to the public by discharging them, and not again admitting 
them for a week, when such boys can, if they continue of the same opinion, be then placed 
on the registry as Roman Catholics. 

“ Resolved, That an inquiry be strictly made by a committee of the whole Board how it 
was that 10 boys, out of 19 boys, should change from the Protestant to the Roman Catholic 
persuasion. 

“Resolved, That we now go into the investigation.” Edward Murray called in, and 
examined : “ Did not know about his father; mother was a Catholic, father a Protestant; 
does not know’ when his mother died ; entered as a Protestant ; 12 months in the house ; 
his two brothers entered at the same time ; is 14 years old; his sister not in the house; she 
is 17 years old, and says she is a Catholic ; never saw his sister, or does not know where 
she lives, since he came to this house ; wishes to be a Catholic, because his mother was one ; 
went to church previous to coming here, sometimes, for a period of two years preceding his 
entrance to this house ; before that, he went to chapel ; after his mother’s death, went to 
church; before her death, went to chapel ; father, who was a Protestant, made him go to 
church ; was christened a Catholic ; told so by his mother ; no person asked him, in this 
house, to change his religion ; was induced to change, because lus mother was a Catholic ; 
the reason he did not change sooner was, because he thought he would not be allowed to 
change ; because a boy named Kane was allowed to turn, he turned ; his sister entered him 
here as a Protestant, though she was a Catholic ; did not think he would gain any thing by 
turning, but thought he would get into the house easier by saying that he was a Protestant ; 
liis father told him so; his father was outside the gate the day he was admitted ; sister 
brought him in ; father a cabinetmaker ; does not know where father went after he le* 

him; 
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him ; his father lived at corner of Brabazon-street ; had no conversation with his brothers, 
nor they with him, about turning ; was at confession four times two years previous to coming 
here ; was at Kildare-street school before he came here, and at Mr. M'Namara’s, in Fleet- 
street, previous; at Kildare-street school he first became a Protestant; all the family went 
to chapel during his mother’s life, except his father.” 

John and Arthur Murray, aged 10 and nine years respectively, called in, and John 
Murray examined : “Did not know when he saw his sister ; has one; she visited him at 
this house ; sister brought him here ; father was not outside, nor did he bring him here ; 
ga w him a good while before he came here ; was four years going to church ; remembers 
<f0 in‘ r to chapel with his mother and two brothers ; sister goes to church ; she is a Pro- 
testant ; does not know how long he was going to chapel ; never went to church during his 
juother’s life ; never heard who baptized him ; no one ever asked him to change ; got no 
inducement ; his brother said he would change, and followed him.” 

Arthur Murray examined : “ Did not see his father when brought here.” 

Mrs. Thynne examined : “ The three Murrays reluctantly attended the Protestant instruc- 
tion, the eldest particularly ; the eldest told her (on asking why), it took him from his 
arithmetic ; has no reason to believe any one tampers with the children ; the children 
showed a disinclination to attend her about six weeks since ; does not recollect speaking to 
Mr. Askins, since duties of the officers were settled on the 29th April.” 

Mrs. Dollard and Mrs. Cairncross could give no information relative to the change of the 
children. 

Resolved, That Edward, John and Arthur Murray be allowed to carry their desire into 
effect, and be transferred from the care of the Protestant to the Roman Catholic chaplain, 
and that the registry be altered accordingly. 

Wm. Kennedy, Clerk of the Union. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 7351 D. 41.) 

Gentlemen, South Dublin Union, 13th August 1841. 

I beg to annex extracts from the minutes of the Board of Guardians at their meeting on 
yesterday. 

“ The consideration of the change in religion of the children was postponed to Tuesday 
next, at one o’clock. 

“ The Board and the chaplains to be specially summoned.” 

* • # * * 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. Wm. Kennedy, Clerk of the Union. 



Letter from the Chaplain of the Established Church for the South Dublin Union 
Workhouse to Richard Hall, Esq., Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 

Sir, 20, Mountpelier-hill, 10th August 1841. 

The responsibilities which devolve upon me, as Protestant chaplain of the South Dublin 
Union Poorhouse, will, I trust, justify me in earnestly soliciting your attention to the fol- 
lowing resolution adopted by the Board of Guardians, on Thursday last : — 

Moved by Mr. O’Dwyer ; seconded by Mr. Gavin : 

“ Resolved, That Edward, John and Arthur Murray be allowed to carry their desire into 
effect, and be transferred from the care of the Protestant to the Roman Catholic chaplain, 
and that the registry be altered accordingly.” 

This resolution appears to me most arbitrary. I am not aware that the Poor Law Act 
empowers the Board of Guardians to transfer Protestant children to the Roman Catholic 
chaplain. Nor is this resolution the first of the kind. There are now several children who 
Were so transferred in attendance upon Roman Catholic instruction, notwithstanding remon- 
strances which have been made by me. To you, therefore, in the name and on behalf of 
the Protestant children, I appeal for protection, as the necessary consequence of the arbitrary 
proceedings of the Board of Guardians svould be (which the history of the poorhouse for 
the last twelve months fully proves) that all the Protestant children should be brought up 
Roman Catholics. 

I have also to complain of an interference by the Board with my duties as chaplain. They 
have appointed a person as religious instructress of the Protestant children, without having 
m any degree consulted me as to her qualifications, and one whom I have reason to think 
unsuited to her situation. j j jave 

To Richard Hall, esq. Thomas Kingston. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Chaplain of the Established Church for the 
South Dublin Workhouse. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 25th August 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th inst., 
uddressed to Mr. Hall, Assistant Commissioner, relative to the religious instruction of 
616 . n n 4 paupers 



VI. 

Education of 
Paupers. 

South Dublin 
Union. 



Printed irrfege digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



284 CORRESPONDENCE between the POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS and 



VI. 

Education of' paupers in the South Dublin Union Workhouse; and, in reference thereto, they desire to 

Paupers. forward to you the enclosed copy of a letter which they have addressed to the chairman of 

* , the Board of Guardians on the subject. 

South Dublin By order of the Board, 

To the Rev. Thomas Kingston, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

See. &c. &c. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Chairman of Guardians, referred to in 
the foregoing. 

(No. 57 M. 41.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin 

Sir, 25th August 1841. 

The attention of the Poor Law Commissioners having been directed to certain proceeding 
of the Board ot Guardians of the South Dublin Union, relative to the religious profession 
of children of various ages, from 14 years downwards, and the Protestant chaplain having 
addressed a letter to the Commissioners, appealing to them against the decision of the Board 
in the case ot three boys of the name of Murray, stated to be of the respective ages of nine 
10 and 14 years, whom, having, at the desire of their father, been registered as Protestants', 
the Board have permitted to absent themselves from the instructions of the Protestant 
teacher, and from attendance upon the Protestant service, and have directed that they 
should be enrolled as Roman Catholics, the Commissioners feel it incumbent upon them to 
communicate to the Board of Guardians, through you, their opinion as to the course which 
the Irish Poor Relief Act has pointed out to be followed with reference to this important 
subject. 

1 he Commissioners have always considered it a most important part of their duty to 
make provision for the religious instruction, as well as for the moral and industrial education 
of the children received into the workhouses; and they have directed the appointment of 
schoolmasters and schoolmistresses, and have framed regulations for the guidance of those 
officers, and for the support of their authority ; and it belongs to the Guardians, in the 
exercise of their appropriate functions, to enforce obedience to these regulations. 

It is evident that the 49th section of the Irish Poor Relief Act presupposes such a course 
of proceeding on the part of the Commissioners, otherwise its restrictive provision, “that no 
order of the Commissioners, nor any bye-law, shall authorize the education of any child in 
a workhouse in any religious creed other than that professed by the parents, or surviving 
parent, of such child, and to which such parents or parent shall object, or, in the case of 
an orphan, to which the guardian or guardians, godfather or godmother of such orphan shall 
object,” vyould be useless and nugatory, if the Commissioners had no power to authorize 
and provide for the education of a pauper child in any creed at all. It therefore cannot 
be denied that the Commissioners are empowered and required to authorize and enforce the 
religious and secular education of children in the workhouses by all such means as are usually 
found requisite or desirable in conducting the education of children, provided only that they 
do not attempt to violate the enactment before recited, and do not permit it to be violated by 
others. Accordingly, the Commissioners, in the discharge of this duty, have, among other 
things, made it a part of the workhouse discipline that “ the boys and girls shall, fo” three 
of the working hours at least every day, be instructed in reading, writing and the principles 
of the Christian religion,” [see Rules for Government Workhouses, Art. XVII .] ; and as it is 
incumbent on the teachers to communicate such instruction, so it is imperative upon the 
children to attend to and receive it. 

It was perhaps to be expected, that a question might arise as to the mode in which the 
religious instruction should be communicated to the children, and this question the Legis- 
lature has attempted to determine in the 49th section of the Act above recited, by referring 
it, not the inclination of the children themselves, but to the desire of their parents, or of 
those who, in case of orphans, stand towards them in the relation of parents, that is, their 
guardians or sponsors. 

A parent is responsible for the religious creed of his child ; it is his right, as it is his duty, 
to exercise parental authority over his child, in order to form and confirm his religious faith 
and opinions ; and in the case of pauper children, the Legislature offers to the parent, as his 
due, the assurance that when his child is removed from his immediate presence and control, 
care shall be taken to preserve the religious impressions which may have been produced 
upon the child’s mind, and to secure his adherence to that mode of faith and worship which 
the parent has professed and inculcated. 

Were this not done, a conscientious parent, reduced to a state of destitution, would not 
apply for or accept relief in a workhouse, where an influence counteracting his own might 
in this matter be exercised on the susceptible mind of his child. 

It has been observed that the Legislature has not left the question of religious profession 
to be determined by the children for themselves. No parent or guardian attaching due 
importance to religion would leave his child or ward without guidance to choose a religion 
for himself, and it is the evident intention of the Legislature to give parents and guardians 
the same control over the religious opinions of their children or wards in the workhouse as 
they would have under any other circumstances. 

This is also in conformity with the dictates of reason, for it would be irrational to treat the 
temporary inclination of an uninformed child, arising perhaps out of a childish preference 
for the person by whom, or the place or time at which, the instruction which he professes 
himself willing to receive is given, as if it were the deliberate and conscientious conviction 
of a mind competent to judge rightly on so momentous a question. 

This 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




the GUARDIANS OF UNIONS relative to POORHOUSES (IRELAND). 285 



This then appeals to be the intention of the Legislature, that the destitute children in the 
workhouses shall be religiously educated, that their parents, guardians or sponsors, are to 
decide for them, and not they for themselves, the creed which they shall be taught, and that 
the Poor Law Commissioners and the Board of Guardians shall take cave that they are 
tatiffht that creed, and no other. It is the duty of the Commissioners to discharge their 
obligation to both children and parents, by framing and enforcing such rules and regulations 
as may best secure the objects of the Legislature, and it is the duty of the Board of Guardians 
to co-operate with the Commissioners in following out the intentions of the Legislature, by 
scrupulously complying with the desires of the parents, either expressed, if they or either of 
them be living and present, or, if they be dead or absent, inferred from the fact of their 
having themselves professed and initiated their children in the doctrines of a particular 
church, to which end the Board of Guardians should assume and exercise the functions of 
a parent towards all children of tender years, or in other words, all whom the law would not 
consider to have arrived at years of discretion, and to be independent of parental control in 
other matters. 

In framing the registers and forms to be used on the admission of paupers into the work- 
house, the Commissioners considered that a profession of religion ought to be made by 
everv pauper, in order that the free and unrestricted observance of its rites and ordinances 
may be secured to him ; on the other hand it has been provided that no applicant for 
admission into the workhouse shall be required to state his religious denomination until after 
the Board’s decision on his application has been given and made known to him ; this lias been 
so regulated for the purpose of preventing any suspicion or imputation that admission can be 
procured more easily by destitute persons of one religious denomination than by those of 
another; as soon as it is determined, in the case of an applicant, that he shall be received 
into the workhouse, he is called upon to declare his religion, and his declaration is then 
recorded in the register. 

The greatest care should be taken to guard against an untrue entry under this head, but 
when once made the register should not be altered without the most complete proof that the 
entry is erroneous, or in the case of an adult, without a declaration on his part, as public as 
that which he made on coming into the workhouse, that he wishes to adopt another form of 
religion than that which he then professed ; such a declaration in such a case is enough ; the 
individual, being of mature years and judgment, is solely responsible for his acts and creed, 
and the law allows him the right to decide for himself. 

But the case of a child expressing a wish to change his religion is widely different ; the 
principle of parental responsibility, the ordinary rules of conduct, as well as the spirit and 
letter of the law, may all be violated by complying with such a wish; and while children 
may thus be led to suppose that a religious profession is an affair of no moment, that it may 
be lightly made and capriciously renounced, encouragement may be held out to persons 
having opportunities and influence to carry on that very system of proselytism which it is 
the obvious intention of the Act of Parliament to prevent. 

It is the frequency, in the South Dublin Workhouse, of cases of children expressing 
a wish to change their religious denomination, that has called for this communication to 
you ; and it is hoped that an exposition of the view taken by the Commissioners, of the 
law and the principles on which the law is based, may lead to a correct decision upon such 
cases. 

It appears to the Commissioners that on a recent case, as recorded in your minutes, the 
true principles and the enactments of the law were departed from, and that your Board 
determined after partial inquiry confined to the children themselves, that the mere wish of a 
child only nine or ten years old should countervail the entry in the register, the express desire 
of his surviving parent, as well as the fact of the child’s hav ing previously and up to the time of 
the inquiry been instructed in the mode of religion which he then came forward to disclaim,, 
and to which his surviving parent had enjoined him to adhere ; such a decision on the part 
of your Board, taken in conjunction with the number of the cases to which it applies, 
cannot but subject those concerned in the management of the workhouse to the suspicion 
or charge of furthering proselytism, under the plea of maintaining unlimited freedom of 
conscience. 

The Commissioners consider it to be their duty to impress upon you the importance of 
removing all ground for such an imputation. 

The first step to be taken appears to them to be a searching inquiry into the state of the 
'vorkhouse schools, especially into the mauner in which religious instruction is conveyed to 
the children of the several denominations. It is possible, as all must be aware, to bring an 
indirect influence to bear upon the children, without directly assailing their religious 
opinions. This may easily be done where children of one denomination are allowed to be 
present while the other children are receiving instruction in their own peculiar formularies 
and doctrines, and even where the separation is, as it ought to be, strictly enforced at all 
such times, the very act of separating the children may be so performed as to imply a kind 
?f stigma or degradation, which with most youthful minds would be of all things the most 
influential. 

It is also most essential that proper persons should be appointed to instruct the children 
'n their respective creeds ; on this point the opinions of your chaplains, upon whom devolves 
the duty of periodically examining into the religious proficiency of the children, should be 
attended to ; an incompetent teacher or one who cannot secure the respect and conciliate 
the good-will of the pupils, may alienate their minds from the instruction held out to them, 
aud dispose them to turn to the teaching of others more calculated to engage their attention 
and gain their confidence. 
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The Commissioners are desirous of submitting the foregoing considerations to your Board 
in the hope of giving right direction to proceedings which may prove beneficial or detri- 
mental to the institution placed under your management, according to the spirit in which 
they are conducted. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Chairman of the Board of Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

South Dublin Union. 



DUNDALK UNION. 



Minute of Guardians, 4th April 1842. 

(No. 4699 D. 42.) 

Resolved, That inasmuch as the children, Sarah and William Montgomery, have expressed 
their wish to attend the Roman Catholic place of worship, they shall now be entered on the 
register as Roman Catholics. 



Letter from the Vicar of Dundalk. 

(No. 481 2 D. 42.) 

Sir, Vicarage, Dundalk, loth April 1842. 

I feel it my duty, as vicar of this parish, to communicate to you, as the Poor Law Com- 
missioner of this country, a circumstance that has occurred in the Union house of this 
district, which involves in its consequences, in my judgment, not only injury to individuals, 
but the well-working of the establishment, and the peace and harmony of the district. 

The circumstance to which I allude is this : two orphan children, 1 think about 9 and 
11 years of age, were admitted into the house at its being opened, 14th March 1842, as 
Protestants. When there, I understand they were claimed by the Roman Catholic chaplain 
as members of that church, and enrolled as such by the Board of Guardians assembled on 
the 4th of April following. 

Now the history of these poor orphans is simply this : their parents came here to reside; 
the father was a carpenter ; m his illness before his death, I attended him as his clergyman ; 
the mother died of cholera, and thus their children became orphans in a district in which 
they had neither friends nor relations. From this time they became, I may say, peculiarly 
the children of the church, inasmuch as they received their support from its contributions, 
and their clothing from the wives of its ministers ; and I do not recollect (except on one 
occasion) that aid was sent to them from any other quarter, and that never reached them ; 
for their sister, who had married a Roman Catholic, I understand, made use of it for leaving 
the country, as she said, in search of the man to whom she had been married, and who had 
forced her to go to chapel, and where she ceased to go so soon as he deserted her. Duriug 
her stay here, after her desertion, she attended the worship of the Established Church, of 
which she had always been a member before her marriage. In addition to these facts, these 
orphans have uniformly attended our lectures in the church, and have been at our schools, 
and it never for one moment was doubted by those who knew them, that they were the 
children of Protestant parents, baptized and trained members of the Established Church, 
and supported by its contributions, until the very hour at which they were received into the 
Union house prepared for the aged and for orphans in distress. I felt it my duty to inquire 
further respecting the family of these orphans, and this morning’s post brought me letters 
from their relations and others in confirmation of that which I declare, that their parents and 
connexions on both sides were Protestants. 

At the formation of new associations it is not to be expected their resolutions will always 
be such as experience would supply; and I cannot but think this has been proved on the 
part of the Poor Law Guardians. The extract I here add will, I think, justify this opinion; 
it is as follows, taken from the registry of the Union house: “ Montgomery, William, 
aged 10 ; f Montgomery, Sarah, aged 12 ; admitted on the 14th March, and entered as Pro- 
testants.” But in the margin of the book is this remark, opposite to the name of these 
children: “ R. Catholic. By order of the Board of Guardians, dated 4th April 1842. 
T. O’Reilly, master.” 

I lament that the appointment of chaplains was not officially announced until a month 
after the chaplain of the Church of Rome had taken a part in the duties of that office, 
because this great inconvenience could not then have occurred. Now, it is a duty to remedy 
the consequences that result from it with as little delay as may be ; for this purpose l apply 
officially to you, as the proper officer, I conceive, to investigate this matter, and to correct 
whatever shall be proved to be wrong in what has occurred. 

I shall be prepared with the testimonies requisite, and though I feel much personal 
inconvenience in the course 1 am pursuing, it is a duty from which I have no right to relieve 
myself by such feeling, and which 1 must not neglect until justice be administered, in regard 
first to these orphans, and ultimately to the intention of Parliament in forming these 
establishments for the aged, destitute and orphans, unaffected by any proceedings 5 which 
should interfere with the religion of its inmates, or endanger the harmony and peace of the 
Union itself, or of the district around. 

I hope 
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I hope to hear from you without delay, and that you will concur with me in thinking an 
investigation into this painful and exciting subject, as it appears, is quite necessary, and 
ou ght to be made without delay. 

I have, &c. 

George Nicholls, Esq. Elias Thackeray, 

&c. &c. &c. Vicar of the Parish of Dundalk. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Rev. E. Thackeray. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 4th May 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration your letter of the 15th ultimo, 
relative to the religious persuasion of two orphan children named Montgomery, inmates of 
the workhouse of the Dundalk Union ; and in reference thereto, the Commissioners desire 
to state, that the children having been admitted into the workhouse as Protestants, and their 
parents having been Protestants, there can be no doubt that they must be brought up as 
Protestants until they shall arrive at an age when they will be entitled to determine for 
themselves. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Chairman of the Board of Guardians, enclosing 
Copy of the foregoing Letter. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 9th May 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners having received a communication from the Rev. Elias 
Thackeray, vicar of Dundalk, relative to the religious creed of certain orphan children in 
the workhouse of the Dundalk Union, and having communicated with their Assistant Com- 
missioner, Mr. Gulson thereon, the Commissioners transmit herewith, for the information 
and guidance of the Board of Guardians, a copy of a letter which has been addressed to 
the Rev. Mr. Thackeray on the subject. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Chairman of the Board of Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Dundalk Union. 

Minute of Guardians, 13th May 1842; received by the Commissioners 13th June 1842. 
(No. 7281 D. 42.) 

The following letter having been received from the Poor Law Commissioners, of the 
9 th May, enclosing a copy of a letter to the Rev. Mr. Thackeray, dated the 4 th May 1842, 
with reference to the orphan children Montgomery : — 

(For letters, see above.) 

Resolved, That the letter of the Commissioners of the 9th May he acknowledged, and 
that the consideration of the subject to which it alludes be deferred to the next meeting of 
the Board of Guardians, when the Assistant Commissioner, Mr. Gulson, will be present. 

Minute of Guardians, 20th May 1842. 

(No. 6627 D. 42.) 

The case of the orphan children Montgomery taken into consideration. 

Moved by Mr. Kenny, and seconded by Mr. De Verdon ; — 

Resolved, That a difficulty having arisen, and the appointment of a committee, in the case 
of the orphans Montgomery, That the Episcopal and Roman Catholic chaplains do each 
draw up a statement of the facts connected with the early religious education of the children, 
and that the same be forwarded by those gentlemen to the Poor Law Commissioners, with 
the request that they will reconsider the subject to which their letter of the 9th instant 
refers. 

Moved by Mr. Cartin, and seconded by Mr. O’Hanlon, as an amendment ; — 

That the Board do resolve itself into a committee, on Friday next, for the purpose of 
hearing evidence respecting the religious profession of the orphans Montgomery. 

Minutes of Guardians, 27th May 1842. 

(No. 7282 D. 42.) 

Susan M'Cabe was now brought forward to give evidence in the case of the orphan 
children Montgomery. 

Susan M'Cabe knows the two children Sarah and William Montgomery ; knows them 
about eight years; knows them to attend the Catholic chapel, and at catechism ; was class- 
teacher at the Roman Catholic chapel for about twelve months, during which time she saw 
the children several times in the class. Their eldest sister, Eliza Shannon, always sent them 
w ith her ; Shannon went to England, and Eliza Shannon went after him ; the children then 
'yent to the free school, when the children were baptized ; the elder was about five years, 
younger about three years. 

The eldest sister, Mrs. Shannon, told witness, Susan M'Cabe, at the time of her own 
baptism, that the Rev. Mr. M'Cann told her that she was not to be forced into the Catholic 
Church; to which she replied, that she was quite happy, and she would have the children 
baptized also. 
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Education of Rev. Mr. Studdert, Protestant chaplain, now came forward, but declined giving any infor- 
Paupers. niatiou to the Board of Guardians respecting the children Montgomery, except in presence 

of the Commissioners or their deputy. 

Dundalk Union. *###** 

The children Montgomery were now brought forward. 

Sarah Montgomery recollects the time of her re-baptism ; both the children expressed a 
wish that they should be Catholics, because the Roman Catholic Church is the true church. 

In answer to questions from one of the Guardians : they were supported by their brother 
and sister; were going to chapel before they came to the poorhouse, and they wished to 
come to the poorhouse, in order that they could go to the Catholic church. 

Were advised by their eldest sister to go to chapel. 

Sarah said her sister took care of her after her father died. 

They were admitted on the recommendation of a note, directed to Mr. Gulson, and 
entered by the master as Protestants : — 

Resolved, That the evidence before the Board be reported to the Board of Poor Law- Com- 
missioners. 

After hearing the above, the Board came to the following resolution : — 

Moved by Mr. Cartin; seconded by Mr. R. S. Byrne;— 

Resolved, That in pursuance of a resolution passed at the last meeting of this Board, 
constituting us a committee to hear evidence respecting the religion of the children named 
Montgomery, at present in this workhouse, we have heard evidence on the subject, and are 
of opinion that the said children should remain on the books as Catholics ; and we are 
further of opinion, that to compel them to adopt any other religion would be most arbitrary 
and unjust, the children, in our opinion, being sufficiently intelligent to choose their 
own faith. 

Letter from the Chairman of the Board of Guardians to the Assistant Commissioner. 
(No. 8123 D. 42.) 

My dear Sir, Ravcnsdale Park, 28th May 1842. 

I only received your letter of the 26th, enclosing a copy of Mr. Thackeray’s letter to 
Mr. Nicholls, this morning; it appears to have been mis-sent to Castlebellingham. I am 
sorry it did not arrive in time for our meeting yesterday, as it might have prevented such a 
resolution as the enclosed from passing the Board. The case of the Montgomery orphans is 
so clear that no one can doubt that they are Protestants, at least I cannot see whence the 
doubt is to arise. I felt this so strongly, that 1 expressed my opinion at the Board ; and 
after the resolution was carried, gave notice that next Friday I should enter a protest on 
the book. 

I enclose a copy of the resolution and protest ; the two Guardians who have joined me iu 
it were the only Protestants in the room besides myself ; there were about ten or twelve 
Roman Catholics, all “ ayes.” 

I shall feel obliged by your forwarding the enclosed to the Poor Law Commissioners, 
if there is no objection to such a course. 

I think the harmony of Boards of Guardians would be better secured, as well as a fair 
decision in each case, if the Commissioners were to decide in all disputed cases of religious 
persuasion, without reference to the Boards. It is easy to perceive that we are not the 
proper tribunal. 

Mr. Studdert, the Episcopalian chaplain, declined to give evidence, except in the pre- 
sence of the Commissioner. He offered to read a letter from the Commissioners to 
Mr. Thackeray, but the Board would not allow him. 

After the next meeting I shall be away for some months; the vice-chairman is 
Mr. De Verdon. 

Believe me, &c. 

To E. Gulson, Esq. (signed) Tlios. Fortescue. 

Mincte of Guardians, 3d June 1842. 

(No. 7283 D. 42.) 

A letter was now handed in by Mr. Barrett from Thomas Fortescue, esq., which was 
read, and ordered to be inserted on the minutes ; the following is a copy : — 

(See resolution on the case of the orphans Montgomery, on minutes of meeting of 27th 
May 1842.) 

I protest against the above resolution on the following grounds : — 

Firstly. Because the only witness examined by the Board of Guardians which came to 
that resolution was Susan M'Cabe, a Roman Catholic, and a teacher in the chapel 
school at Dundalk ; whereas, in such a case as this, witnesses ought to be examined on both 
sides of the question. 

Secondly. Because it is admitted that the orphans Montgomery were bom of parents 
who were born, lived and died, members of the Church of England. 

Thirdly. Because the children were baptized into that church, and lived with their 
parents until the death of their father, their last surviving parent, in 1837. 

Fourthly. Because the re-baptism of the girl by a clergyman of the Church of Rome, 
which was caused or allowed by the elder sister of the orphans, herself a convert to 
that church, she having married a Roman Catholic, cannot for a moment be recognized, as 
° the 
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the girl being only seven, or, as is asserted by some, only five years old, could not change Education of 
her faith. “ Paupers. 

Fifthly- Because it is admitted that from some period in the year 1839, the children, 

being left by their sister, were taken under the care of the Rev. Mr. Thackeray, vicar of Dundalk Union. 
Dundalk, and attended constantly his church and school, and so continued to attend until 
sent by Mr. Thackeray into the Union Workhouse, upon the opening of that establishment 
in March 1842. 

Thus from the births of the children up to the year 1S37, and again, 1839 to the present 
time, it is universally admitted that they were members of the Church of England. It is, 
therefore, during the above interval alone that, being under the care of their elder sister, a 
Roman Catholic by conversion, they could by any possibility be considered to belong to 
that church. 

Lastly. 1 protest against the resolution above referred to, because, although it was my 
duty as chairman of the Board to sign their proceedings, I cannot allow it to be supposed 
I do at all concur in their decision. 

28 th May 1842. (signed) Tkos. Fortescue. 

We, the undersigned, concur in the above protest. 

(signed) A. Hamilton. Benjamin Thompson. 

Turner Barrett. John T. Dickie. 

Rob. M'Neil. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Chairman of the Board of Guardians. 

(No. 7239 D. 42.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 22d June 1842. 

Referring to their letter to you of the 9th ultimo, the Poor Law Commissioners desire to 
state, that they have again had under consideration the subject of the religious education of 
the two pauper children named Montgomery, inmates of the workhouse of the Dundalk 
Union, together with the resolutions passed by the Board of Guardians, the evidence taken 
by Mr. Gulson, Assistant Commissioner, and his report thereupon, from which the facts of 
the case appear to be as follow : — 

1st. That the children were born of parents professing the religion of the Established 
Church, of which church the parents continued to be members until their death. 

2d. That the children were baptized according to the rites of the Established Church, 
in the lifetime of their parents. 

3d. That on the death of the parents, or immediately thereafter, the children were 
taken and supported by the ministers of the parish of Dundalk, who sent them to 
school, where they were educated as Protestants, paid for their maintenance, and even- 
tually sent them for admission to the workhouse. 

4th. That the children, aged respectively 12 and 10 years, were received into the 
workhouse on the first day it was opened, and were then registered in the books of the 
Union as Protestants, that having been stated to be their religious persuasion by the 
person who brought them to the workhouse. 

5th. That it was stated at a meeting of the Board of Guardians on the 4th of April 
last, that an elder sister of the children, who had married a Roman Catholic, had subse- 
quently professed herself a member of the Roman Catholic Church, and had caused the 
children to be re-baptized by a Roman Catholic priest, on which grounds, and on the 
ground that the children, on being questioned, expressed a desire to attend the mass, 
the Board directed that the registry should be altered, by placing them therein as 
Roman Catholics. 

6th. That the attention of the Commissioners having been called to the matter by 
the Reverend Mr. Thackeray, they addressed a letter to him on the 4th ultimo, expressing 
their opinion that the children should be educated as Protestants ; and a copy of that 
communication having been forwarded on the 9th ultimo to the Board of Guardians, 
the Board, after a consideration of the case on the 20 th and 27th ultimo, passed a 
resolution, directing that the children should be continued on the register as Roman 
Catholics. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, having bestowed full consideration on the facts of the case, 
which they believe to be correctly stated above, have come to the deliberate conviction, that 
the act of the Guardians, in registering the children as Roman Catholics, and in proceeding 
to educate and treat them as such, was a violation of the 49th section of the Irish Poor 
Relief Act. 

Every fact stated affords a ground for continuing to bring up the children as Protestants, 
except that their sister is become a Roman Catholic, and that they have expressed a wish to 
attend mass. With respect to the change of religion in the sister, it has nothing whatever 
to do with the religion of these children, as it cannot lead to the inference that their parents, 

>f living, would have consented to their also forsaking the form of religious belief in which 
jhey have hitherto been brought up, and the church into which they were received at their 
baptism. With respect to their own expressed wish to attend mass, the Commissioners 
w ould consider it a dereliction of duty to attend to the mere wish, with reference to such a 
subject, of an infant of 12 years old, the age of the eldest of these children ; the Guardians 
° u ght to act as parents towards orphan children, until they reach an age at which a parent’s 
control may be said to cease ; and as every presumption in this case must be, that the 
01 6 . 003 parents 
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Education of parents of these children would have educated them as Protestants, and in doing so would 
Paupers. have duly exercised their parental authority and influence, the Guardians also are bound 
~ . . both in reason and in law, to take the same course. 

)undalk Union The Commissioners trust that these considerations will have weight with the Board of 
Guardians, and cause them to reverse forthwith their order of the 4th April, that these 
Protestant children should be registered as Roman Catholics. Should the Guardians (which 
however, the Commissioners trust they will not) still persist in an act which the Commis- 
sioners cannot look upon otherwise than as improper and illegal, the Commissioners are 
prepared immediately to issue an order, under seal, directing that the register shall be 
amended, and that the children in question shall be educated and treated in all respects as 
Protestants. The effect of this proceeding will be, that the officers of the workhouse, and 
all other persons who promote, or permit, or take part in the education of these Protestant 
children, so long as they continue in the workhouse, until they attain to years of discretion, 
in the doctrines of the Roman Catholic church, will become liable to the' penalties provided 
by the -3 2 d and 102 d sections of the Irish Poor Relief Act. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Chairman of the Board of Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Dundalk Union. 

Minute of Guardians, 24th June 1842. 

(No. 7891 D. 42.) 

The following letter was now read from the Poor Law Commissioners, and ordered to be 
inserted on the minutes ; [namely, Commissioners' letter, dated 22d J une ; see above.] 



Report from Mr. Gvlson, Assistant Commissioner. 

(No. 8122 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, 2 d July 1842. 

I beg to state, for your information, that your letter. No. 7239, D.42, addressed to the 
Dundalk Board of Guardians, relative to the religious education of the children Mont- 
gomery, has been read at the Board, and has been placed on the minutes ; but as the 
Board of Guardians adhere to their former resolutions on this subject notwithstanding, the 
Commissioners have now only to issue the order adverted to in their letter, directing that 
the said children shall be educated as Protestants, in accordance with the religious tenets 
professed by their parents to the time of their death. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. Edward Gulson. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

(No. 8870 D. 42.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 20th July 1842. 

With reference to the letter of the Poor Law Commissioners, dated the 22d ultimo, 
addressed to the Chairman of the Board of Guardians of the Dundalk Union, and the 
minutes of proceedings of the Guardians on the 24th ultimo, the Commissioners now trans- 
mit herewith an order, which they have felt it their duty to issue under hand and seal, in 
accordance with their letter above referred to, relative to the two pauper children named 
Montgomery, inmates of the workhouse of the above Union. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Beard of Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Dundalk Union. 

Order enclosed with foregoing Letter. 

To the Board of Guardians of the Dundalk Union ; to the Clerk to the said Board of 
Guardians; to the Clerk or Clerks to the Justices of Petty Sessions held for the division 
or divisions in which the townlands and places comprised within the said Union are situated, 
and to ail ethers whom it may concern : — 

Whereas Sarah Montgomery and William Montgomery, orphan children, aged respec- 
tively 12 and 10 years, or thereabouts, were admitted into the workhouse of the Dundalk 
Union, and still remain there : 

And whereas the parents of the said Sarah Montgomery and William Montgomery pro- 
fessed the creed of Protestants of the Established Church of England and Ireland, of which 
church they continued to be members until their death : 

And whereas the said Sarah Montgomery and William Montgomery were baptized 
according to the rites of the said Established Church, during the lifetime of their parents, 
and continued to be members of that church until the death of their father, their last 
surviving parent : 

And whereas the said Sarah Montgomery and William Montgomery have now no 
testamentary guardians : 

And whereas no natural guardian of the said Sarah Montgomery or William Montgomery, 
and no godfather or godmother of the said Sarah Montgomery or William Montgomery has 
consented that the said Sarah Montgomery or William Montgomery shall be educated in 
any other creed than that professed ~by the parents of the said Sarah Montgomery and 
William Montgomery as aforesaid : 

And 
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And whereas the said Sarah Montgomery and William Montgomery were admitted into 
the said workhouse as Protestants, and as such their names were entered in the registry of 
the said workhouse : 

And whereas the Board of Guardians of the said Union have, by a resolution passed at 
a meeting of the said Board, held subsequently to the admission of the said Sarah Mont- 
gomery and William Montgomery into the said workhouse, directed that the registry of the 
said Sarah Montgomery and Wiliiam Montgomery should be altered, and that 'they should 
be registered as Roman Catholics, and educated in the creed of the Roman Catholic church : 
And whereas it appears to us that the act of the Guardians in registering the said 
Sarah Montgomery and William Montgomery as Roman Catholics, was in contradiction to 
the true intent and meaning of the 49th section of the 1st & 2d Viet. c. 5 G : 

Now, therefore, we the Poor Law Commissioners, in pursuance of the powers vested in us 
bv the said Act passed in the first and second year of the reign of Her present Majesty Queen 
Victoria, intituled, “ An Act for the more effectual Relief of the Destitute Poor in Ireland,” 
do hereby order and direct that the Guardians of the said Dundalk Union shall amend the 
register of the said workhouse, by striking- out of the said register so much as states that 
the said Sarah Montgomery and William Montgomery are Roman Catholics, and by again 
registering them as Protestants of the Established Church of England and Ireland ; and 
we do further order and direct that the said Guardians shall not authorize the education of 
the said Sarah Montgomery or William Montgomery in any other creed than that of the 
said Established Church of England and Ireland. 

Given under the hands and seal of us, the Poor Law Commissioners, this 
eighteenth day of July, in the year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred 
and Forty-two. 

(!■■ s.) G. C. Letvis. 

Forwarded by post, 20 th July 1842. Edmund W. Head. 

Geo. Nicholk. 



DUNGANNON UNION. 



(No. 1014 D. 43 .) Mikute of Guardians, 12th January 1843. 

AD. Senior, Assistant Commissioner, who, being present at the meeting, was requested by 
the Beard to give his opinion with respect to the religious instruction of the children, during 
school-hours, in the workhouse schools. 

The Assistant Commissioner stated that his consideration of the religious instruction was 
the reading of the Bible and Testament in the schools. 

Upon which it was proposed by Mr. Good latte, and seconded by Mr. Evans, That a com- 
mittee be appointed, consisting of the following gentlemen, to examine and report on the 
education of the children in the workhouse generally, both religious and secular ; such 
committee to report to the Board, and to communicate with the chaplains on the subject 

This committee to be, Mr. Crossle, Capt. Cranfield, Mr. Pike, Mr. M'Kinlev, Mr. Beatty, 
Mr. Shiels and Mr. O’Brien ; four to be a quorum. 



Report of Mr. Senior, Assistant Commissioner. 

(No. 693 D. 43.) 

Gentlemen, Cooktown, 13th January 1843. 

Ihe Guardians of tile Dungannon Union having requested my opinion as to the mode in 
which the schoolmaster and schoolmistress should impart the principles of the Christian 
religion to the boys and girls daily at the workhouse school, as directed by the seventeenth 
article of the workhouse regulations, I have recommended, that as the workhouse school is 
not in connexion with the national system of education, that the principles of the Christian 
rehspon he derived from daily reading the New Testament, avoiding controversial texts, and 
exp anations of a sectarian character. To this arrangement it is understood the Roman 
^atholic cliaplam will object, and the question arises, whether the children of that persuasion 
snould be permitted to withdraw, or that during the period when the Bible is read to the 
rotestants, that the Roman Catholics should be religiously instructed by the Roman 
athohe chaplain m a separate room, which appears to me the best arrangement. 

Can the Guardians, notwithstanding the 49th clause of the Irish Relief Act, insist on 
mar remaining to hear the Bible read ? 

I have arranged to meet a committee of the Board on Tuesday next, but as a warm feeling 
on both sides of the subject has arisen, I should be much strengthened in my endeavour to 
make such an arrangement as may be considered satisfactory to all parties, if you would 
-rate that you concur with me in opinion that the Roman Catholic children should not be 
ompeHed to receive any religious instruction objected to bv the chaplain of that persuasion 
naer whose charge, m matters of faith, they may be considered as placed. 

Commissioners’ Reply. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

rp,' 11 ’ . . 16 th January 1843. 

n , ie . La\v Commissioners have had under consideration your report relative to the 
em which religious instruction is to be imparted to the children in the workhouse of 

01t) - 004 the 
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the Dungannon Union, and in reference thereto I am directed to state, that they concur with 
you in the opinion that the Roman Catholic children should not be compelled to receive any 
religious instruction which may be objected to by the chaplain of that persuasion. 

I have, &c. 

To E. Senior, Esq. Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 

Minute of Guardians, 16th February 1843. 

(No. 3233 D. 43.) 

Read the report of the committee on the question of education in the workhouse schools, 
and also a copy of communication of Edward Senior, esq., Assistant Commissioner to the 
Poor Law Commissioners, relative to the system of education in the workhouse schools of 
this Union, together with his recommendation thereon ; also a copy of the reply of the Poor 
Law Commissioners thereto. 

Moved by Thomas Eyre, esq., and seconded by Mr. O’Brien, That the report just read be 
adopted ; upon which an amendment was put by Captain Cranfield, and seconded by 
Mr. Pike, That the Board of Guardians obtain the opinion of the Government as to the 
legality of the Poor Law Commissioners directing that the Roman Catholic children be 
withdrawn from the schools during the reading of the Holy Scriptures, if their parents or 
religious instructors shall object to their being present, the said Poor Law Commissioners 
having, in No. 17 of their general orders, directed that the schoolmaster and schoolmistress 
instruct the children in the principles of the Christian religion. 

Amendment lost, upon a division of eight to ten. 

Note by the Assistant Commissioner, 22d February 1843. 

As the matter stands, the Roman Catholic children are withdrawn when the Bible is read. 

JE. Senior. 



ENNISTYMON UNION. 



Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 4th November 1842. 

(No. 14702 D. 42.) 

It appearing that the master was in the habit of having the boys and girls at work, 

Ordered, That the boys and girls of the workhouse, under 1 5, be not employed at any 
labouring work in future. 

Extract from Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 19th November 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of 
the Board of Guardians of the Ennistymon Union on the 4th instant, and with reference to 
the resolution, that “ the boys and girls in the workhouse, under 15, be not employed at any 
labouring work in future.” the Commissioners desire to state, that the industrial training 
of children in workhouses has always been considered one of the most important branches 
of the education which they there receive, and the Commissioners request, therefore, that 
the Guardians will re-consider this resolution. 

The children should be kept in the school for three hours in the day, and the rest of their 
time should be employed in different branches of industrial occupation, by which their 
frames will be invigorated, and they will become habituated to such work as they may 
eventually look to for gaining an independent livelihood. 

Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 25th November 1842. 

(No. 15722 D. 42.) 

Ordered, That the boys and girls of the workhouse be kept three hours at school each 
day, and the remaining time at such work as will best befit them for future independence. 



Ennistymon 

Union. 
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RATHKEALE UNION. 

Rathkeale Union. Letter from the Guardians to the Commissioners. * 

(No. 2026 D. 41.) 

Sir, Rathkeale Union, 23d March 1841. 

I beg to state, for the information of the Commissioners, that at a meeting of the 
Guardians of Rathkeale Union on yesterday, the 22 d instant, it was resolved, that the 
pauper children who shall be in the workhouse shall attend at the Rathkeale National 
School ; Mr. Joseph Casey, the master, to be paid 20 1 . per annum for instructing the males, 
and Miss Cloyne, the mistress, 15/. per annum for instructing the females, subject to the 
Commissioners’ approval. j w> &c 

To Arthur Moore, Esq., for Assistant Secretary, John Hall, 

Poor Law Commission Office. ' Clerk to the Guardians. 

Repi-v 
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Reply to the foregoing. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Si r> 15th June 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 1st instant, 
informing them of a resolution adopted by the Board of Guardians of Rathkeale Union, for 
having the children in the workhouse educated at the Rathkeale National School, the Union 
contributing for each child one penny per week ; and the Commissioners desire to signify 
their approval of the arrangement. jj y on)er of lhe Boatdj 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Rathkeale Union, Rathkeale. 

Minute of Guardians, 25th April 1842. 

(No. 5199 D. 42.) 

The Board, taking into consideration the state of the pauper children in the workhouse, and 
the great necessity which exists for a resident schoolmaster and schoolmistress thereat ; — 

Unanimously resolved, That a resident schoolmaster and schoolmistress for the work- 
house shall be appointed at the meeting of the Board to be held on Monday the 9th 
May next: the salary of the schoolmaster to be lot. per annum, and of the schoolmistress 
10/. per annum, with apartments in the house, and rations. 

The clerk was directed to have advertisements to the above effect inserted in the 
Limerick Chronicle and Reporter, one post in each, and to state that the schoolmaster 
and schoolmistress will be required to assist the master and matron in the general business 
of the house. 

Minutes of Guardians, 9th May 1842. 

(No. 5857 D. 42.) 

Mr. Daniel Culhane, of Glin, was declared to be duly appointed schoolmaster of the 
Rathkeale Workhouse, at a salary of 15 1. per annum, with an apartment in the house, and 
the same rations as the master; viz. one pound of bread, one pound of meat, one pint of 
new milk, and two pounds of potatoes, per day, subject to the Commissioners’ approval. 

Miss Diana Reedy, of Rathkeale, was declared to be duly appointed schoolmistress of 
the Rathkeale Workhouse, at a salary of 10 /. per annum, with an apartment in the 
house, and the same rations as the matron ; viz. one pound of bread, one pound of meat, 
one pint of new milk, and two pounds of potatoes, per day, subject to the Commissioners’ 
approval. 

The clerk was directed to give notice to the schoolmaster and schoolmistress of the Rath- 
keale National School, that from and after Saturday next the 14th instant, the pauper 
children from the workhouse will discontinue their attendance at such school. 



WATERFORD UNION. 

Waterford Union. Letter from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 4338 D. 41.) 

Sir, Waterford Union Workhouse, 16th May 1841. 

As a schoolmaster and schoolmistress have been appointed, I am instructed to inquire 
if the Commissioners can procure books from the National Education Board, on the same 
terms as they are furnished to the schools under their control. 

I am, &c. 

To the Chief Clerk, John De Bourke, 

Poor Law Commission. Clerk of the Union. 

Reply to foregoing Letter. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
19th May 1841. 

Referring to your letter of the 16th instant, the Poor Law Commissioners have directed 
to be forwarded to the Board of Guardians of Waterford Union the enclosed copy of a 
minute of the Board of National Education in Ireland, together with a copy of the Fourth 
Report of the same Commissioners, to the 35th paragraph of which the minute makes 

- See lormer part of special reference.* 

Return, p. 272. The Commissioners desire to state that they concur with the opinion of the Commissioners 

' ‘ of Education, that the principle of the paragraph referred to is identical with that laid 

down in the 49th section of the Irish Poor Relief Act ; and they recommend the Guardians 
to make application for a grant of books and requisites for the workhouse school, 
the conditions mentioned in the minute of the Commissioners of Education, and to avail 
themselves of the other advantages offered in the same minute. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk of the Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Waterford Union. 
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Resolution of Guardians, 2i)th May 1841. 

(No. 4497 D. 41.) 

That an application be made to the Commissioners of Education for a grant of books and 
requisites for the workhouse school, on the conditions stated in the minute of that Board, 
dated 25th June 1840. 



VI. 

Education of 
Paupers. 

Waterford Union. 



NORTH DUBLIN UNION. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. North Dublin 

(No. 3582 D. 40.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, Union. 

Sir, 30th June 1840. 

The Poor Law Commissioners forward to the Board of Guardians of the North Dublin 
Union a copy of a minute of the Board of Commissioners of National Education in Ireland, 
together with a copy of the Fourth Report of the same Commissioners, to the 35th paragraph 
of which the minute makes special reference. 

The Commissioners desire to state that they concur with the opinion of the Commissioners 
of Education, that the principle of the paragraph referred to is identical with that laid down 
in the 49th section of the Irish Poor Relief Act. 

The Commissioners desire to state further, that they recommend the Board of Guardians 
to make application for a grant of books and requisites for the workhouse school, on the 
conditions mentioned in the minute of the Commissioners of Education, and to avail them- 
selves of the other advantages offered in the same minute. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 

North Dublin Union. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 3579 D. 40.) Office of Poor Law Guardians, North Dublin Union, 

Sir, 30th June 1840. 

The following is a copy of the resolution of the Board of Guardians relative to the super- 
intendence of the workhouse schools by the Board of National Education, which was passed 
on the 24th instant. 

“ Resolved, That the intended schools be placed under the superintendence and inspection 
of the National Board of Education, and that the Commissioners be requested to take same 
into connexion with that society.” 

A copy of the above resolution has been sent to the Education Board, which is the only 
correspondence that has taken place between the Board of Guardians and it, on the subject. 

I have, &c. 

To Richard Hall, esq. J. H. Crean, Clerk of the Union. 

Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 

Commissioners’ Reply. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 30th June 1840. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, forwarding a 
copy of a resolution of the Board of Guardians of North Dublin Union, passed at a meeting on 
the 24th instant, relative to the superintendence of the workhouse school by the Board of 
National Education, of which the Commissioners desire to express their approval, and at the 
same time to direct the attention of the Guardians to a communication from this office on the 
same subject, dated as above. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 

North Dublin Union. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 4455 D. 40.) Office of Poor Law Guardians, North Dublin Union, 

Gentlemen, 10th August 1840. 

I am desired by the Board of Guardians to copy, for your information, the following 

resolution : — 

August 5th, Resolved, That this Board employ two competent persons, one tailor and one 
shoemaker, to superintend making up the clothes and shoes, and to instruct the children 
ana paupers in each of these branches of trade. * * * 

By order of the Board, 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. J. H. Crean, Clerk of the Union. 

6 1 6. p p 2 Commissioners’ 
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Commissioners’ Reply. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 11 th August 1840. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th 
instant, and desire to state, that they approve of the resolution passed by the Board of 
Guardians at their meeting on the 5th instant, by which it is proposed to employ two com- 
petent persons, one a tailor and the other a shoemaker, to superintend the working up of the 
clothes and shoes, and instruct the children and pauper inmates of the Union Workhouse 
in each of those branches of trade. * * * * # 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk of the Guardians, W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 

North Dublin Union. 



Minute of Guardians, 28th September 1842. 

(No. 12720 D. 42.) 

The Protestant chaplain reported, that a pauper named Martha M'Keon, who had some 
months since conformed to the Roman Catholic faith, from his congregation, was lately 
placed as an assistant in the female school, and suggested that she should be removed 
from the situation lest it should be supposed that she had received the appointment as a 
reward for changing her opinions, &c. &c. 

Mr. Samuel Law gave the following notice of motion : — 

That in future no pauper shall be appointed to assist in the schools without the sanction 
of the Board ; and that Martha M'Keon, lately appointed in the female school, be removed, 
for the reasons mentioned in the Protestant chaplain’s report. 



Minute of Guardians, 5th October 1842. 

(No. 13080 D. 42.) 

Mr. S. Law’s motion, That in future no pauper shall be appointed to assist in the schools 
without the sanction of the Board; and that Martha M'Keon, lately appointed to the 
female schools, be removed, for the reasons mentioned in the chaplain’s report, was rejected. 

Mr. R. W. Law gave the following notice of motion : — 

That in order to prevent the possibility of a supposition that inducements are held out in 
this institution to a change of religion, for the future, no pauper who may have changed his 
or her religion shall be promoted to any office of trust within this institution. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir,. 18th October 1842. 

The attention of the Poor Law Commissioners has been directed to a minute of the Board 
of Guardians of the North Dublin Union, by which it appears that at their meeting on 
Wednesday the 5th instant, Mr. Law’s motion, “ That in future no pauper shall be appointed 
to assist in the schools without the sanction of the Board ; and that Martha M'Keon, lately 
appointed in the female schools, be removed, for the reasons mentioned in the chaplain’s 
report, was rejected.” The report alluded to is that of the Protestant chaplain, read at the 
meeting of the Board on the 28th September, as follows : — 

“ I find that the mistress has engaged as assistant in the school a young woman named 
Martha M'Keon, a pauper inmate of the house, who had been a Protestant, but who some 
months since conformed to the Roman Catholic Church ; I think it is not prudent that any 
person under such circumstances should be employed about the children, lest it should be 
said she received such appointment as a reward for her change of religion ; and, on the other 
hand, if any of the children should hereafter manifest any change of religious principle, it 
might be attributed to her influence. The safer course, as appears to me, would be to select 
a person against whom no such objection could lie ; and I trust that the Board will concur 
in this opinion.” 

The Commissioners regret that the occasion for this report should ever have arisen ; the 
objection against the individual selected to assist the schoolmistress is one which ought to 
have suggested itself to any person intrusted with the care and management of the children ; 
and if it were necessary or desirable that the schoolmistress should avail herself of the 
services of paupers as teachers in the school, many other females equally well qualified, and 
against whom no such objection could be urged, are inmates of the workhouse, from whom 
an unexceptionable choice might have been made. 

It appears, however, that the schoolmistress, when aware of the objection, acquiesced in it 
at once, and would have removed Martha M'Keon from the school, but that she was 
retained there by the direction of the Roman Catholic chaplain. The report of the school- 
mistress, read at the Board on the 5th instant, is as follows : — 

“ The schoolmistress respectfully states, when she selected Martha M'Keon for the school, 
she was not aware of her having changed her religion ; on discovering it, she would have been 
removed immediately, at the suggestion of the Protestant chaplain, were it not that a dis- 
cussion ensued, the result of which was, Dr. Murphy ordering the girl to remain where she 
was till the case went before the Board.” 

It 
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It is much to be regretted that the Roman Catholic chaplain did not take the same view 
of the case as his colleague, and allow the schoolmistress to act as her own judgment appears 
to have dictated ; had he done so, the Commissioners would have been spared the painful 
duty of intimating to the schoolmistress that in matters relating to the general management 
of the school, she is not to take the orders of the chaplains, and of reminding the Roman 
Catholic chaplain, that the functions of chaplains, of whatever denomination, with reference 
to the schools, are limited to catechising, instructing the children in religion, and examining 
them from time to time ; also reporting to the Board of Guardians their general progress, 
together with any occurrence or circumstance by which their welfare in a religious and moral 
sense might be affected. No other responsibility than that which attends the discharge of 
these duties has been imposed upon the chaplains, by virtue of their office, with reference to 
the education of the children. It does not appear that the Roman Catholic chaplain has 
made any report to the Board of Guardians on the occurrence now under consideration, 
although the course taken by him raises the inference that he differed in opinion as to the 
propriety of retaining Martha M'Keon in the school, both from the Protestant chaplain and 
the schoolmistress. 

But it is especially to be regretted, that the Board of Guardians, when made cognizant of 
what had taken place, did not adopt Mr. Law’s motion. The first part of it only asserted 
the right, as it is in fact the duty, of the Board to decide beforehand on the fitness of every 
person whom it might hereafter be intended to employ as an assistant in the schools ; the 
second part of his motion proposed the only way by which an injudicious and improper step, 
taken without the knowledge of the Board, could be retraced. 

As, however, that motion has unfortunately been rejected, it becomes incumbent on the 
Commissioners to require that the pauper Martha M'Keon be forthwith discontinued as an 
assistant teacher in the girls’ school. , 

This case affords a fitting opportunity to the Commissioners to observe, that their regula- 
tions do not authorize the employment of adult paupers in the capacity of teachers. The 
Commissioners disapprove generally of that practice ; and as in the North Dublin Union 
two schoolmasters and two schoolmistresses have been appointed, the additional services of 
paupers cannot be needed. By the appointment of monitors or class teachers, the aid of 
other inmates of the workhouse is rendered unnecessary ; and there are among the older 
girls many who are quite able to give, under the superintendence of the schoolmistress, such 
attendance as may be required for the youngest of the children in the schools. The Com- 
missioners, with- this view, recommend to the Board of Guardians to give orders, that in 
future no paupers shall be employed as teachers in the schools, unless it be as monitors or 
class teachers, appointed by the schoolmaster or schoolmistress from among the children 
themselves, in accordance with the established system of communicating instruction. 

Finally, the Commissioners have to state, that it is with great reluctance that they disallow 
the act of a Board of Guardians ; but in this case they feel it imperatively incumbent upon 
them to interpose. It is important to prevent the possibility of any imputation being cast 
upon the establishment, either on the ground that changes of religious profession are im- 
properly encouraged among the inmates, or that pains are not taken to remove every excep- 
tionable influence from the children in the schools. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Chairman of the Board of Guardians, C. Walmisley, First Clerk. 

North Dublin Union. 



Minutes of Guardians, 19th October 1842. 

(No. 13885 D. 42.) 

Read a letter from the Poor Law Commissioners, on the subject of the pauper assistant, 
Martha M'Keon, lately appointed to the female school, and requiring her to be discontinued 
as a teacher in the schools ; when it was resolved, upon the motion of Mr. Mullen, seconded 
by Mr. Arkins, That the dismissal of the pauper, Martha M'Keon, from the place of assistant 
to the schoolmistress, by the Poor Law Commissioners, is an unjust and tyrannical act ; and 
that the principles avowed by the Poor Law Commissioners, in their order of dismissal, 
involve a flagrant violation of the rights of conscience. 

Dr. Gray gave notice he will move on this day week, — That no charge having been made 
against Martha M'Keon, the substantiation of which would warrant her discharge from the 
office to which she had been appointed, and in which she had been retained by the order of 
the majority of this Board, we hereby re-appoint her to said office, she having been dis- 
missed from same by the directions of the Poor Law Commissioners, solely on the ground 
of her having exercised the rights of conscience. 

Dr. Brady gave notice he will move, on this day week, — That in future no pauper shall 
be promoted to any office in this institution without the approbation of the Board. 

Mr. R. W. Law’s motion, of which he gave notice this day fortnight, was withdrawn. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 25th October 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the Board 
°f Guardians of the North Dublin Union on the 19th instant, and have seen, with surprise 
and regret, the resolution designating their order, that Martha M'Keon should be removed 
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from the school of the workhouse as a flagrant violation of the rights of conscience, whereas 
their letter was intended only to support the principle that no improper influence or motive 
should, either directly or indirectly, be brought to bear upon the minds of the children in the 
school, or the other inmates of the workhouse. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, C. Walmisley, First Clerk. 

North Dublin Union. 



Minutes of Guardians, 26th October 1842. 

(No. 14209 D. 42.) 

The schoolmistress reported that the duties of the pauper assistant, Martha M'Keon, were 
merely to preserve order and silence, and to join with the children in singing, and that she 
had no interference whatever with their scholastic or religious education. 

Read a letter from the Poor Law Commissioners, with reference to the resolution of the 
Board of the 19th instant, designating their order, that Martha M'Keon should be removed 
from the workhouse school, as a flagrant violation of the rights of conscience. The Commis- 
sioners express their surprise and regret at seeing the resolution, and state that their letter 
was only intended to support the principle that no improper influence or motive should be 
brought to bear upon the children, or other inmates of the workhouse. 

Read a letter from the Roman Catholic chaplain, explaining his conduct in the part taken 
by him in the case of the pauper school assistant, Martha M'Keon. 

Upon the motion of Dr. Gray, seconded by Mr. Brangan, it was resolved, That no 
charge having been made against the pauper, Martha M'Keon, the substantiation of which 
would warrant her dismissal from the office to which she had been appointed, and in which 
she was retained by the decision of this Board, we hereby continue her in said office, not- 
withstanding the letter of the Commissioners recommending that she be dismissed from the 
same because of her having exercised the rights of conscience. 

Dr. Brady’s motion, of which he gave notice on last Board day, was postponed. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 2d November-1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of 
the Board of Guardians of the North Dublin Union, on the 26th ultimo, containing a reso- 
lution, that no charge having been made against the pauper, Martha M'Keon, the substan- 
tiation of which would warrant her dismissal from the office to which she had been appointed, 
and in which she was retained by the decision of the Board, she be continued in said office, 
notwithstanding the letter of the Commissioners, recommending that she be dismissed from 
the same because of her having exercised the rights of conscience ; and in reference thereto, 
the Commissioners desire to state, that they still feel it to be their duty to withhold their 
sanction from any resolution of the Board, either to place or to continue the pauper, Martha 
M'Keon, in the office of assistant to the schoolmistress ; it is on the ground stated in their 
letters of the 18th and 25th ultimo, lhaL they decline to confirm, by their approval, the act 
of the Board of Guardians, which act, purporting to be an appointment to an office, is not 
valid or complete without the approval of the Commissioners. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

North Dublin Union. 

Letter from the Master of the Workhouse to Mr. Hall, Assistant Commissioner. 

Sir, North Dublin Workhouse, 28th October 1842. 

Enclosed is a return of the dates on which Martha M'Keon was appointed, and I have it 
from the assistant schoolmistress, that she was sent from the workroom to the girls’ school 
by the sanction of the matron. T , . 

J 1 have, &c. 

Richard Hall, esq., Assistant Commissioner. James Reid. 



Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 



No. on 
Registry. 


of 

Inmate. 


Date 

of 


Date of : 

ter conforming 

Roman Catholic 
Religion. 


Date of 
her Admission 

Girls’ School. 


Number 
of Children 
from 

Two to Five 
Years. 


The Duties appointed 
to the Woman in charge of 
Infant School. 


5,755 


- - Margaret 
M'Keon. 


- - 23 May 
1842. 


2oJuly 1842 


- - 10 Oct. 
1842. 


29 


- - To teach the children 
their alphabet and words 
of one syllable ; to teach 
them to sing their lessons, 
to be in charge of all the 
girls during play hours, 
or during the schoolmis- 
tress’s absence at meals. 



There 
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There are 36 girls taught in what is ealled the infants’ school, who are from five to nine 
years of age, some days more and some days less, as they come and go to hospital. 

The 20th October 1842, Martha M'Keon was removed from girls’ school. 
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Minutes of Guardians, 2d November 1842. 

(No. 14660 D. 42.) 

The clerk was asked, at this part of the proceedings, whether the resolution passed at the 
last meeting of the Board, with reference to the appointment of the pauper, Martha M'Keon, 
as assistant in the female school, was carried into effect. The clerk answered in the negative. 
The master was asked why ; he stated that he had received a copy of the resolution, but 
n o order to act upon it in the usual way. The clerk was asked why he did not give an 
order in the usual manner ; he stated that he had forwarded the resolution to the Com- 
missioners in the usual course, and as he conceived no appointment was final until sanctioned 
by them, he did not give the master definite instructions to act upon the resolution. 

The majority of the Board considered the resolution should have been acted upon at once, 
and were quite indignant with the clerk for not giving the master instructions to that effect ; 
it was then resolved, upon the motion of Doctor Gray, That the master be directed forthwith 
to carry into effect the resolution adopted on last day of meeting, with reference to Martha 
M'Keon. 

The clerk and master were asked whether they would carry the resolution into effect, and 
they were informed at the same time, that if they refused, they would be suspended from 
office. 

The clerk stated, that he would send a copy of the resolution to the master, but he would 
not direct him to act upon it. 

The master stated that he would obey the order of the Board sent through the clerk, 
without further reference. 

It was resolved, upon the motion of Doctor Brady, That in future no pauper shall be pro- 
moted to any office in this institution without the approbation of the Board. 

A letter was read from the Poor Law Commissioners, stating that they still consider it to 
be their duty to withhold their sanction from any resolution of the Board, either to place 
or to continue the pauper Martha M'Keon in the office of assistant to the schoolmistress, 
and that an appointment to an office is not valid or complete without their approval. 

It was then resolved, upon the motion of Mr. Mullen ; seconded by Mr. Peterkin, That 
in reference to the letter of the Poor Law Commissioners read this day, stating that they 
still feel it to be their duty to withhold their sanction from any resolution of this Board, 
either to place or to continue the pauper, Martha M'Keon in her present office, vve feel 
bound to state, that Martha M'Keon has been appointed as assistant in the care of infants 
in the school, under the provisions of section 11, of order of Poor Law Commissioners, bearing 
date 31st March 1840, her sole duty being to preserve order and cleanliness amongst the 
infants in the school, and not to give any instruction, and that we conceive such an appoint- 
ment by this Board does not require the sanction of the Poor Law Commissioners, and that 
we emphatically deny the right assumed by them to dismiss any unpaid officer or unpaid 
servant in this establishment. 

Mr. Samuel Law gave notice, that he will move on next day. That the Commissioners, in 
disallowing the appointment of Martha M'Keon, acted in accordance with their duty, and 
had they omitted to do so, it would have been a total dereliction of their duty. 



Extract from the Commissioners’ Order, containing Regulation for the Union, 
referred to in these Papers. 

Section IV. — The paid officers of the Union to be appointed by the Guardians. 

Enumeration of Officers. 

1. The Guardians shall, subject to the approbation of the Poor Law Commissioners, 
appoint a sufficient number of persons to perform the duties which are herein, or may be 
hereafter specified as belonging to the following officers : — 

Clerk to the Board of Guardians. 

Treasurer. 

And also, if the Commissioners shall by any order in that behalf so direct, a collector of 
rates. 

And, also, when any workhouse in the Union shall have been declared by the Poor Law- 
Commissioners fit for the reception of destitute poor, medical officer, master, matron and 
Porter of the workhouse. 

And, if the Commissioners shall so direct, a schoolmaster and a schoolmistress. 

The Guardians shall likewise, subject as aforesaid, after such officers shall have been 
a Ppointed, appoint such- assistants and servants as the Guardians shall deem necessary to 
assist the said officers in the performance of their several duties. 

Time and Mode of Appointment. 

-• The Guardians shall, at their first meeting or within one month thereafter, appoint the 
c *ork and treasurer of the Union. 
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3. So soon as the valuation of the rateable property within the Union, for the purpose of 
making the first rate therein, shall be completed, the Guardians shall report to the Poor 
Law Commissioners the names of such persons for the time being authorized to collect 
county cess within the Union as are willing, in pursuance of the 73d section of the said Act 
to levy the poor-rate within any of the electoral divisions, the districts within which each 
of such persons is to act as collector of poor rate, the amount and nature of security offered 
by each, and the salary or allowance proposed to be given to each for his trouble in that 
behalf, so that the Poor Law Commissioners may approve the same, or give such other 
directions as to them may seem proper. 

4. The chairman or the clerk shall, as soon as conveniently may be after any meeting at 
which an appointment of officers, assistants or servants shall be made, report the same, and 
the salaries or remuneration proposed to be given to the Poor Law Commissioners, in order 
that they may approve or disallow of the same, or give such other directions therein, as the 
case may be. 



Extract from the Commissioners’ Order, containing the Rules for the Government of 
the Workhouse, referred to in these Papers. 

Classification of Paupers. 

XI. — Each class, or subdivision of a class, shall respectively remain in the apartment 
assigned to them, without communication with any other class or subdivision of a class ; 
subject nevertheless to such arrangements as the Guardians shall make with reference to 
the probationary wards and infirmary, and also the following exceptions : — 

1 . Any able-bodied women or girls, of or above the age of 13, may be taken out of 
their respective classes, and employed as assistants to the nurses in any of the sick 
wards or in the care of infants, or as assistants in the household work, for any of the 
classes, except the able-bodied male paupers and youths of or above 13 years old, and 
may be so employed, either constantly or occasionally. 

# # # * * 

4 . The children under five years old shall be placed either in a ward by themselves, 
or in such of the wards appropriated to the female paupers as the Board of Guardians 
shall direct. 



Communication from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners. 

(No. 14576 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, North Dublin Union, 4th November 1842. 

I beg to forward, for your information, the accompanying resolutions of the Board of 
Guardians of the 2d instant, and I think it necessary to add that the officers were threatened 
at the Board with suspension from office, unless they at once acted upon them ; no threat; 
however, would induce me to perform an illegal act, believing it to be so. The resolution of 
the 26 th ultimo, to continue Martha M'Keon in the school, I did not think it my duty to 
act upon, or give the master instructions to that effect, until it would have received your 
sanction. The Board, however, seems to think otherwise, and several of the members have 
expressed themselves in strong terms of indignation at the course which I have pursued. For 
the particulars of the discussion I would respectfully refer you to the morning papers of yester- 
day ; in fact I consider the charges made against me in this case unmerited, and if you are 
of the same opinion, I would respectfully request of you to set me right with the Guardians 
and the public, by stating so, or whether it is my duty to act immediately upon every order 
and resolution of the Board, without discretion or further reference. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, J. H. Crean, Clerk of the Union. 

Dublin. 

Enclosure in foregoing Letter consists of the three resolutions of 2d November 1842. 

<See above, No. 14C60 D. 42. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Clerk of the Union. 

(No. 14576 D. 42.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 8th November 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 4th 
instant, forwarding resolutions passed by the Board of Guardians on the 2d instant, referring 
to a resolution passed on the 26 th ultimo, and stating that the officers (meaning probably the 
clerk and the master of the workhouse) were threatened at the Board with suspension 
from office unless they at once acted upon them, and requesting the Commissioners to state 
whether it is your duty to act immediately on every order and resolution of the Board, 
without discretion or further reference. 

The Commissioners desire to state with reference to the resolution of the 26th ultimo, and 
those passed subsequently to the same effect, that by the third section of the Irish Poor 
Relief Act, the Commissioners “ are authorized and required to make and issue all such 
orders for the government of workhouses, houses of industry, and foundling hospitals, and 
of the poor therein, and for the guidance and control, appointment and removal of the 
officers thereof, and for the guidance and control, according to the intention of this Act, ot 
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a U Guardians, wardens and other officers paid or unpaid, acting in the management or relief 
of tlie destitute poor, &c., as they shall think proper.” In this section no distinction is made 
between paid ana unpaid officers ; hut the appointment and removal of all officers are made 
the subject of the regulating power of the Commissioners. In pursuance of this and other 
provisions of the same Act, the Commissioners have issued an order regulating the proceed- 
ings of the Guardians of the North Dublin Union, and directing that certain officers, 
assistants and servants should be appointed by the Guardians, subject in all cases to the 
approbation of the Commissioners (section IV. pars. 1-4.) It follows, that no appointment 
is valid and complete from which the approbation of the Commissioners is withheld. 

The case of a person appointed by the Guardians to be an assistant in a school where 
children of various ages, from infancy up to nine years, are assembled and taught together, 
does not come within the exception to the llth section of the Commissioners’ order lor the 
government of the workhouse, which exception, when truly construed, provides that “ able- 
bodied women may be employed as assistants to the nurses (either) in any of the sick wards, 
or in the care of infants.” The 4th article of the exceptions to the same rule, which points 
out that the infants or “ children under five years old shall be placed either in a ward by 
themselves, or in such of the wards appropriated to the female paupers as the Board of 
Guardians shall direct,” plainly shows how the 1st article of the exceptions is to be con- 
strued ; that the duty of assisting the nurses in the care of infants is not to be performed 
by any pauper in the school-room, but in the ward appropriated to the infants and their 
attendants. 

With reference to the case in question, the Commissioners have to state that Martha 
M'Keon has not been duly appointed to any office in the workhouse, and that she cannot be 
placed by the master as an assistant in the school without a breach of the regulation XI. ; 
consequently that the Board of Guardians cannot legally direct you to announce to the 
master of the workhouse that she has been appointed, or direct either you or the master to 
place her as an assistant in the school. 

The Board of Guardians is empowered to “ govern the workhouse, and to direct you and 
the other officers of the Union, in the execution of your duties, subject to the orders of the 
Commissioners ;” such is the provision of the 27th section of the Irish Poor Relief Act. 
The Guardians cannot legally give you any directions at variance with those orders ; should 
they do so, it would be your duty to refrain from acting upon such directions ; for the Irish 
Poor Relief Act, section 100, makes you liable to a penalty only where you wilfully disobey 
such orders of Guardians, in carrying the orders of the Commissioners or Assistant Com- 
missioners, or the provisions of that Act, into execution, as are legal and reasonable ; and, 
as you are at the same time liable, under the 33d section of the Irish Poor Relief Act, to 
dismissal from office, if you “ at any time refuse or neglect to obey and carry into effect any 
of the orders of the Commissioners,” and under the 102d section, to severe penalties “ if 
you wilfully neglect or disobey” any of their orders, you ought not to be precluded from 
exercising your own judgment upon any directions given you by the Board of Guardians, 
and from fortifying your own opinion by the advice of those who are competent to advise 
you. 

Finally, the Commissioners entertain no doubt that it is the bounden duty of the officers 
of the Union to carry the orders of the Commissioners into effect, without any subsequent 
directions from the Board of Guardians. 

As this letter is equally applicable to the case of the master of the workhouse, the Com- 
missioners request that you will read it to him ; it will also be right to lay it before the Board 
of Guardians. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, Arthur Moore , Chief Clerk. 

North Dublin Union. 



Communication from the Chairman of the Board of Guardians to the Commissioners. 
(No. 14826 D. 42.) Board-room, North Dublin Union, 

Gentlemen, 9th November 1842. 

I consider it necessary to forward to you, without delay, copies of resolutions which have 
just been carried at this Board ; and, as Chairman, I have to request that you will, under 



just been carried at this Board ; and, as Chairman, I have to request that you will, under 
such peculiar circumstances, take such steps as to you may appear to be required, and which 
will prevent, so far as may be, any suspension of the usual internal discipline of this great 
establishment. 

I remain, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. John Barlow, Chairman. 

Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 

Resolved, That Mr. Crean, our clerk, be forthwith suspended from the office of clerk to 
the Board of Guardians, for neglect of duty ; and we hereby declare him to be suspended. 

Moved bv Thomas Arkins, and seconded by John Gray. — Carried, 9th November 1842. 

Resolved", That the master of the workhouse having neglected his duty, in not carrying 
*nto effect the order of this Board, to employ Martha M‘Keon as assistant in the care of 
'nfants, be suspended from his office ; and we hereby declare him to be suspended from the 
office. — Carried, 9th November 1842. 

616. Q Q Letter 
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Letter from the Commissioners to the Chairman of the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 9th November 1842. 

In reply to your letter, forwarding copies of resolutions whereby the Board of Guardians 
of the North Dublin Union have this day suspended from the discharge of their duties the 
clerk to the Board of Guardians and the master of the workhouse, for neglect of duty, in 
not carrying into effect the order of the Board, to employ Martha M'Keon (a pauper inmate 
of the work-house), as assistant in the care of infants, the Poor Law Commissioners, presum- 
ing that the order referred to is that which appeared on the minutes of the proceedings of 
the Board of Guardians at their meeting, on Wednesday the 2d instant, to the effect that 
Martha M'Keon should be placed as an assistant in the school, have to state, that, in their 
opinion, the order was not such a legal and reasonable order of the Guardians as the officers 
were bound to obey ; both Guardians and officers being aware that the Commissioners had 
expressly withheld their sanction from the appointment of Martha M'Keon to such an 
office, either under the regulations, section IV. par. 1 .; or under the exception from the 
rule No. XI. in the order for the government of the workhouse. 

Such being the case, the Commissioners, in deciding upon the suspension, in pursuance 
of the regulations, section IV. par. 10 , are of opinion, that the clerk to the Board of Guar- 
dians and the master of the workhouse ought not to have been suspended, and ought forth- 
with to resume their offices ; and the Commissioners hold them responsible for the perform- 
ance of their duties as heretofore. 

The Commissioners request that their decision may be immediately communicated to 
those officers, in order that, no inconvenience or detriment may be incurred by the Union 
through their suspension from office. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Chairman of the Board of Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

North Dublin Union. 



Minutes of Guardians, of 9th November 1842. — (Received 12th November 1842.) 

(No. 14939 D. 42.) 

The minutes of the last meeting were read, and confirmed. 

A discussion here ensued, relative to the conduct of the clerk and master, in not having 
acted upon the resolutions of the Board, directing the pauper, Martha M'Keon, to be 
reinstated in her former situation in the female school ; the clerk being called upon to 
explain, stated, that he believed the course he had taken was strictly in accordance with his 
duty, and the legal one; he had, however, written to the Commissioners on the subject; 
and, with the Board’s permission, he would read their answer : after some opposition, the 
letter was allowed to be read. — [Sec above, No. 14576 D. 42.] 

It was then resolved, upon the motion of Mr. Arkins, seconded by Dr. Gray, That Mr. 
Crean, our clerk, be forthwith suspended from the office of clerk to the Board of Guardians, 
for neglect of duty ; and we hereby declare him to be suspended. 

For the motion, 21; against it, 19. Majority: Drs. Gray, Brady and Willis; 
Messrs. Arkins, Brangan, Carton, Dodd, Gorman, Loughnan, Mangan, M'Clean, 
M'Clelland, M'Owen, Mullen, Nixon, O’Gorman, Peterkin, Reilly, Sinnott, Staunton and 
Walmisley- Minority: the chairman, Major Cottingham, Major Thompson, Captains 
Lindsay and Furnace ; Messrs. Baker, Chambers, Cosgreve, Hamilton, Hoyte, R. W. Law, 
S. Law, Nicholson, Roper, Swan, Thompson, Warren, Irvine and Kearney. 

The master was now called in and asked, if the Board gave him an order to place Martha 
M'Keon in the school, would he obey it. The master stated, that having seen the Commis- 
sioners’ letter to the clerk on the subject, he would not consider it his duty to obey the order 
of the Board. 

It was then resolved, upon the motion of Dr. Gray, That the master of this workhouse 
having neglected his duty, in not carrying into effect the order of this Board, to employ 
Martha M'Keon in the care of infants, be suspended from his office; and we hereby declare 
him to be suspended from the office. 

The division on the foregoing resolution was the same, as regards names and numbers, as 
on that suspending the clerk. 

It was proposed by Mr. Samuel Law, seconded by Mr. Kearney, That the Commissioners, 
in disallowing the appointment of Martha M'Keon, acted in accordance with their duty, and 
had they neglected to do so, they would have acted in total dereliction of their duty. 

The following amendment was proposed by Mr. Mullen, and carried; viz. — That the con- 
duct of the Poor Law Commissioners, with reference to the case of Martha M'Keon, and 
their attempt to dismiss her from the place of assistant in the care of infants, has been bigoted 
and intolerant, and contrary to the spirit of the Poor Law Act, which secures perfect religious 
liberty to all classes of paupers ; that whilst we are determined to discourage and discounte- 
nance all attempts at proselytism amongst the paupers in this establishment, and will visit 
with instant dismissal any officer under our control proved guilty of having engaged in such 
practices, we will never consent to proscribe religious opinions, or visit with any pains, 
penalties or disabilities whatsoever, any profession of religious faith in this house. 

The preceding amendment was carried by the same majority as the resolution, and was 
opposed by the same minority. For Mr. Law's motion, 19 : for the amendment, 21. 

Resolved, 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




the GUARDIANS OF UNIONS relative to POORIIOUSES (IRELAND). 303 

• Resolved, That Mr. Betty, assistant master, take charge of the house, and act as tem- 
porary master. 

Resolved, That the temporary master be ordered to employ Martha M'Keon, as assistant 
in the care of infants in the school-room forthwith, and that the temporary clerk place this 
order in his hand? without delay. 

Resolved, That Martha M'Keon be informed, that if she be detected in tampering or 
interfering in any way with the religious opinions of the Protestant children, she will incur 
the displeasure of this Board, and be instantaneously removed. 

A letter was here received from the Commissioners, acknowledging the receipt of the 
resolutions of the Board of this day, suspending the clerk and master, and stating it to be 
their opinion, that, under the circumstances, the clerk and master ought not to have been 
suspended, and ought forthwith to resume their offices ; and that they hold them responsible 
for the performance of their duty as heretofore. The Commissioners requested this decision 
to be immediately conveyed to those officers, that no inconvenience or detriment may be 
incurred to the Union through their suspension from office. 

It was moved by Mr. Mullen, seconded by Dr. Gray, That the clerk and master be again 
suspended. 

The chairman declined to put the question ; and Mr. Arkins moved an adjournment of 
the question before the Board until Wednesday next, which was seconded by Mr. Staunton, 
and carried by a majority of two. 

Mr. Mullen gave notice that he will move on next day of meeting, that Mr. Loughnan 
be directed to take the advice and opinion of the Right honourable David R. Pigott on the 
case of Martha M'Keon, of the conduct of our officers, and of the Poor Law Commissioners 
with reference thereto. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Chairman of the Board of Guardians, 
in Reply to a personal inquiry made by him. 

(No. 380 M. 42.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 14th November 1842. 

In answer to your inquiry, I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to inform you, 
that having been duly appointed chairman of the North Dublin Board of Guardians, you 
are entitled to take the chair at every meeting during the year ; that the Guardians are not 
empowered to place any other person in the chair, you being present and prepared to act 
as chairman ; and that any resolution or act of the Board passed or done under the 
presidency of any other person than yourself, you being present and asserting your right to 
preside, would be invalid and illegal. » , « 



John Barlow, esq., Sibyl Hill, Raheny. 



I have, &c. 

Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Clerk of the Union, 
enclosing Copy of No, 380 M. 42. 

(No. 386 M. 42.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 16tb November 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners desire to inform you that should you he required, under 
the circumstances contemplated in the letter, of which a copy is sent herewith, to abstain 
from acting as clerk to the Board of Guardians, and to deliver the books and documents 
which are in your custody, as clerk, to any other person, it will be your duty to refuse so to 
do ; and you will be held by the Commissioners responsible for the due performance of the 
duties of clerk to the Board of Guardians as heretofore. 



To the Clerk to the Guardians, 
North Dublin Union. 



s heretofore. 

By order of the Board, 

Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Master of the Workhouse, 
enclosing Copy of No. 380 M. 42. 

(No. 387 M. 42.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 16th November 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners desire to inform you that it will be a breach of duty on 
Jour part, should you allow any person appointed under the circumstances contemplated in 
the letter, of which a copy is sent herewith, to discharge the duties of master of the 
workhouse ; and you will be held by the Commissioners responsible for the due performance 
°i the duties of master of the workhouse as heretofore. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Master of the Workhouse, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk- 

North Dublin Union. 



Communication from the Chairman of the Board of Guardians 
to the Commissioners. — (Received 17th November 1842). 

(No. 15180 D.42.) North Dublin Workhouse, 

Gentlemen, 16th November 1842. 

I have desired the clerk to forward to you the resolutions which have been carried at the 
K oard this day, by one of which you will perceive that a motion of adjournment was carried, 
6l6. q q 2 thereby 
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thereby preventing the entire of the ordinary business of the Board from being transacted • 
a requisition has in consequence been forwarded to the clerk, requiring him to call an 
extraordinary meeting of Guardians for to-morrow, at twelve o’clock, merely to secure a 
supply of requisites for the use of the paupers for the ensuing week. 

I request you will take such measures as you may consider necessary to have the business 
now standing on the minute book disposed of. 

I remain. See. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. John Barbie, Chairman. 



Resolutions referred to in the foregoing. 

Resolved, That this Board having adopted, on the 16 th September 1840, the following 
resolution : That the clerk be directed to preserve the notices served by claimants under the 
new Municipal Act, and to take a correct list of their names, and that the rate be amended 
by the insertion of the names of such persons in all cases in which the rate appears to 
have been paid; and the Poor Law Commissioners having by their letter of 19th September 
1840, intimated to the clerk of the Union that the order contained in the resolution was 
illegal, and therefore not such an order as the clerk is bound to obey, under the 
100 th section of the Irish Poor Relief Act, and the Commissionershaving again instructed 
the clerk and master to disobey the order of the Board to place Martha M'Keon as an 
assistant in the care of infants in the school, we deem it impossible to manage the 
workhouse with effect, while the servants of the establishment feel justified in questioning 
the legality of our orders, and while the principal officers are by the Commissioners 
encouraged in, nay, enjoined to acts of insubordination to the Board of Guardians. 

Robert Mullen. 

Michael Staunton. 

Resolved, That no terms too strong could be used, whereby to express the indignation 
felt by this Board at the conduct of the Poor Law Commissioners, in suborning the officers 
of this institution, by threats, to disobey the orders of the Board, thereby producing 
confusion and creating insubordination, and thus endangering the good working of the law 
they were appointed to carry into effect. 

James M.Loughnan. 

D. F. Brady. 

Resolved, That the officers of this house being in a state of insubordination, this meetino- 
do adjourn until this day week. 

James Peter kin. 

16 th September 1842. (A true copy.) J. H. Crean, Clerk of the Union. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Chairman of the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 18th November 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
16 th instant, accompanied by a copy of resolutions passed by the Board of Guardians of 
the North Dublin Union on that day, the effect of which was the adjournment of the 
meeting without the transaction of the ordinary business of the Board, on the ground that 
the officers of the house were in a state of insubordination. 

The Commissioners understand that the alleged insubordination of the officers is confined 
to the single act of refusing to obey the directions of the Guardians to place Martha M'Keon 
as an assistant to the schoolmistress in one of the female school-rooms, the officers having 
been apprized that the Commissioners had refused to sanction her appointment, on the ground 
that her recent conversion from the Protestant to the Roman Catholic religion rendered her 
ineligible for that situation, and that therefore the order of the Guardians to act upon an 
invalid appointment was not such a legal and reasonable order as the officers of an Union 
are bound to obey, under the 100th section of the Irish Poor Relief Act. 

It must be evident that this single act of the workhouse officers cannot exonerate the 
Guardians from the discharge of their bounden duties in the administration of relief. 

If the officers of an Union are insubordinate to the legal and reasonable orders of a 
Board of Guardians, it becomes the duty of the Board to vindicate their authority in a 
legal way; an illegal proceeding on the part of the Guardians, such as a continued refusal 
to transact the regular business of the Union, will never establish their right to the implicit 
obedience of their officers. r 

If the alleged insubordination of the officers has extended beyond what the Commissioners 
suppose, they will, upon being informed of it, be as ready to aid in maintaining the proper 
authority of the Guardians, as they have been to discharge their painful duty of guiding 
these paid officers on the present occasion. 

In reply to your request that the Commissioners will take such measures as they may 
consider necessary to have the business now standing on the minute book disposed of; the 
Commissioners have to state, that only the Guardians, acting at a meetino- of their Board 
duly assembled, are competent to transact the business of the Union. 

By order of the Board, 

John Barlow, esq., Sibyl Hill, Raheny. C. Walmisley, First Clerk. 
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Minutes of Guardians of 16th November 1842. — (Received 18th November 1842.) 

(No. 15254 D. 42.) 

The minutes of the last meeting were read, and confirmed. 

It was resolved, upon the motion of Mr. Mullen, seconded by Mr. Arkins, That this 
Roard having adopted, on the 16th September 1840, the following resolution : — 

“ That the clerk be directed to preserve the notices served by claimants under the 
new Municipal Act, and to take a correct list of their names, and that the rate be 
amended by the insertion of the names of such persons in all cases in which the rate 
appears to have been paid j” 

And the Commissioners of Poor Laws having, by their letter of the 19th September 1840, 
intimated to the clerk of the Union that the order contained in the resolution was illegal, 
and therefore not such an order as the clerk was bound to obey, under the 100th section of 
the Irish Poor Relief Act ; and the Commissioners having again instructed the clerk and 
master to disobey the order of this Board, to place Martha M'Keon as an assistant in the 
care of infants in the school, — we deem it impossible to manage the workhouse with effect, 
while the servants of the establishment feel justified in questioning the legality of our orders, 
and while the principal officers are by the Commissioners encouraged in, nay, enjoined to 
acts of insubordination to the Board of Guardians. 

It was ordered, That a copy of the above resolution be forwarded to the Home Secretary. 

It was resolved, upon the motion of Mr. J. M. Loughnan, seconded by Dr. F. D. Brady, 
That no terms too strong could be used whereby to express the indignation felt by this 
Board at the conduct of the Poor Law Commissioners in suborning the officers of this 
institution, by threats, to disobey the orders of the Board, thereby producing confusion and 
creating insubordination, and thus endangering the good working of the law which they 
were appointed to carry into effect. 

It was resolved, upon the motion of Mr. Peterkin, seconded by Mr. Mangan, That the 
officers of this house being in a state of insubordination, this meeting do adjourn until this 
day week. 

The Board adjourned accordingly ; and the business of the Board was left undone. 
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Minutes of an Extraordinary Meeting of the Board of Guardians of the North 
Dublin Union, held on Thursday the 17th day of November 1842. 

(No. 15255 D. 42.) 

Present, in the chair, John Barlow, esq. : other Guardians, Messrs. Arkins, Baker, Brady, 
Brangan, Dodd, Gorman, Gray, Hamilton, Hoyte, Lindsay, Mangan, M'Clean, Mullen, 
Loughnan, O’Gorman, Peterkin, Reilly, Sinnott, Warren and Willis. 

The following requisition was read ; — 

Sir, 

We, the undersigned, being two of the Guardians of the poor of the North Dublin Union, 
do hereby require and direct you to summon an extraordinary meeting of the Guardians of 
the said Union, to be holden at the workhouse, on Thursday the 17th day of November 
1842, at 12 o’clock, to take into consideration the necessity of providing for the immediate 
supplies required for the use of the inmates, the Board having adjourned this day without 
having transacted the ordinary business of the workhouse. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of the (signed) John Barlow. 

North Dublin Union. Samuel Law. 

It was resolved, That the following articles be ordered : — 

* * * * * 

The Board objected to order any article, except provisions, fuel, light and medicine. 

18th November 1842. J. H. Crean, Clerk of the Union. 



Lettek from the Chairman of the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 15302 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Sibyl Hill, 19th November 1842. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter received this day, and which I shall have 
read to the Board, if permitted to do so, on Wednesday next. 

I remain, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. John Barlow. 



Letter from the Chairman of the Board of Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 15303 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Sibyl Hill, Dublin, 19th November 1842. 

On Tuesday last I addressed a letter (and to which I beg to refer) to Mr. Hall, as the 
Commissioner, with whom I had invariably been in communication, and the only one who at 
times attended the meetings of the Board of Guardians of the North Dublin Union. 

Q Q. 3 That 
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That letter contained a request, for the reasons therein stated, that Mr. Hall would attend 
the ordinary meeting of the Board, to be held on the following day ; as however he was not 
present at that Board, and that I have not before or since been favoured with any reply to 
that note, or any communication had on the subject of it, I now beg to repeat the opinion 
I then expressed, that being placed, as chairman of the Board, in a very embarrassing position, 
I would have been much assisted by the presence of a Commissioner, and that I consider, 
whatever may be the termination of the matter at issue between you and the Board, the 
result must be of great importance to the future administration of the Poor Law Act in this 
%ountry ; I have only to add, it is my opinion that the attendance of a Commissioner at 
the Board on Wednesday next might be of service, and I submit it could not at least be 
injurious. 

I request an answer to this letter. I remain, &c. 

To the Commissioners of Poor Laws, John Barlow, 

Office, Custom House. Chairman of the North Dublin Union Board. 



Commissioners’ Reply. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 21st November 1842. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 19th instant, relative to the attendance of an Assistant Commissioner at the meeting 
of the Board of Guardians of the North Dublin Union, on Wednesday next, and I am to 
state, that Mr. Hall will attend on that day, if it shall then be deemed desirable. 

I have, &c. 

John Barlow, esq., Sibyl Hill, Raheny. Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 



Letter from the Chairman of the Board of Guardians to the Commissioners. 



(No. 15505 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, 22d November 1842. 

I have to acknowledge your reply to that part of my letter of the 19th instant, in which, 
as chairman of the North Dublin Board of Guardians, I requested the attendance of a Com- 
missioner at the ordinary meeting of the Board to be held on Wednesday next, upon the 
grounds as therein stated ; the only observation I shall at present make to that answer is 
with reference to the attendance of a Commissioner at the Board on Wednesday; the letter 
says, “ I am to state that Mr. Hall will attend on that day, if it shall then be deemed desir- 
able as 1 read this, it appears doubtful whether a Commissioner will attend or not ; I have 
therefore to request, that 1 may be favoured with a decided answer as to the attendance of 
a Commissioner at the Board to-morrow, as I shall by that answer be guided in the course 
which I shall consider it desirable to adopt under the circumstances. 

A letter left for me this evening before six o’clock, or before half past 1 1 o’clock to-morrow, 
at the Sackville-street Club-house, will reach me. 

I remain, &c. 

Jno. Barlow. 



Commissioners’ Reply. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 22d November 1842. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of this day’s date, and to inform you, that Mr. Hall will attend the meeting of the Board of 
Guardians of the North Dublin Onion to-morrow. 

1 have, &c. 

John Barlow, esq., Sackville-street Club. Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 



Minutes of Guardians, 23d November 1842. 

(No. 15599 D. 42.) 

It was moved by Mr. M'Clelland, and seconded by Dr. Gray, That the chairman be 
authorized to sign orders for all provisions, fuel, lighting material, and medicine requisite for 
the ensuing week ; and that the Board do now adjourn to this day week. 

The chairman read a letter addressed io him by the Poor Law Commissioners, acknow- 
ledging the receipt of his to them oi the 16th instant, accompanied by a copy of the reso- 
lution passed at the Board on that day, the effect of which was the adjournment of the 
meeting without the transaction of the ordinary business of the Board, on the ground that 
the officers of the house were in a state of insubordination. The Commissioners state, that 
if the officers of an Union are insubordinate to the legal and reasonable orders of a Board of 
Guardians, it becomes the duty of the Board to vindicate their authority in a legal way ; 
that the single act of the officers cannot exonerate the Guardians from the discharge of their 
bounden duties in the administration of relief ; and in reply to the request of the chairman, 
that the Commissioners will take such measures as they may consider necessary to have 
the business now standing on the minute book disposed of, they have to state, that it is 
only at a meeting of the Guardians, duly assembled as a Board, that they are competent to 
transact the business of the Union. 

The 
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The chairman was then about to put Mr. M'Clelland’s resolution from the chair, when 
the following amendment was proposed by Mr. Roper, and seconded by Mr. Hutton : — 

“ That the opinion of the late Attorney-General and Solicitor-General be taken as to the 
legality of the conduct of the Commissioners in the dismissal of Martha M'Keon, under 
sealed orders No. 1, which they profess to act under.” 

The chairman then put the amendment, which was lost, there being 15 ayes and 21 noes. 
The chairman then put the original motion, which was carried, there being 19 for the motion, 
and against it 16. 

For the motion, — Messrs. Staunton, O’Gorman, Gray, Brady, Sinnott, M ullen, Brangan, 
M'Owen, Arkins, Nixon, Willis, Peterkin, M ‘Clean, Carton, Kelly, Loughnan, Dodd, 
Reilly and Gorman. 

Against the motion, — Messrs. Barlow, Lindsay, Roper, S. Law, R. Law, Hutton, Swan, 
Chambers, Cottingham, Warren, Hoyte, Irvine, Kearney, Nicholson, Cosgrove and Baker. 



(No. 15599 D. 42.) 
Sir, 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

. 29th November 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners perceive, with much regret, by the minutes of proceedings 
of the Board ofGuardians of the North Dublin Union, on Wednesday, the 23d instant, that 
the Board was adjourned on that day without the transaction of any other business than the 
procuring the necessary supplies of provisions for the workhouse. The Commissioners pre- 
sume that this repeated refusal to dispose of the various matters which demand the attention 
of the Guardians is grounded on the insubordination of their officers, as alleged in the reso- 
lution of the 16th instant. With reference to that plea, the Commissioners request the 
Guardians to consider the principles on which the Commissioners have felt it their duty to 
act on all such occasions in England and Ireland, as laid down in a letter addressed on the 
24th August last to the Board of Guardians of the Bolton Union, in Lancashire. 

The question on that occasion was this: Is the clerk bound to countersign a cheque on 
the treasurer, duly signed by the chairman and two guardians, but drawn for a purpose 
which appears to the clerk to be illegal, or of doubtful legality ? The question having been 
considered by the Guardians, certain arguments had been advanced by them in favour^of the 
affirmative. The Commissioners observed as follows The argument referred to by the 
clerk as having been used at the Board of Guardians, that the clerk is bound, as a servant 
of the Board, to countersign whatever they direct, cannot be admitted. As the officer of 
the Board, he is bound to give effect to what they resolve legally. But even if he were a 
mere general and absolute servant of the Board of Guardians, he would only be bound to 
obey legal directions of that Board, nobody, however absolute his service, being in any 
case bound to obey illegal directions of any persons or body whatever, unless where the 
legislature has expressly given a temporary force to questionable or illegal orders. Con- 
formity to law is a tacit condition implied in every obligation to obedience. With regard to 
the argument that the clerk would control the Board ofGuardians by refusing his signature, 
•t appears to the Commissioners to amount only to the general assertion, that whenever 
persons exceed their powers they can command no obedience. Within the Guardians’ powers, 
the clerk is their officer or minister; beyond those powers, he is not controlled by them. 

It appears to the Commissioners that the Guardians, on reflection, cannot object to this 
statement of the relative position of the members of the Board and their officers. At any 
rate the Commissioners trust that they will see that this opinion is given with no indirect 
view of impeding or thwarting the Board of Guardians, or from anticipating that they would 
entertain the wish to make illegal orders ; but because it is the duty of the Commissioners 
to state distinctly what they believe to be the law, which is applicable in this particular 
instance, not merely to Boards of Guardians, but to every other body of men in the kingdom, 
and to the persons standing in the relation of servants to such body. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

North Dublin Union. 



Letter from the Chairman of the Board of Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 15857 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, North Dublin Workhouse, 30th November 1842. 

I regret to have to inform you that the Board has again adjourned without having disposed 
°* the ordinary business. 

Under these circumstances, and this being the third day upon which the same course has 
«een pursued, and no prospect of any other being hereafter adopted, several members of the 
"oard have determined to submit to Government the situation in which the workhouse and 
Uc >on is thereby placed. 

T l remain, &c. 

to the Poor Law Commissioners. John Barlow. 

Commissioners’ Reply. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

. ® ir > 1st December 1842. 

./• f , a ™ erected by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
30th ultimo, informing them that the Board of Guardians of the North Dublin Union 
Q (i 4 had 
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had again adjourned without having disposed of the. ordinary business, and stating the 
course proposed to be adopted by certain members of the Board. 

I have, &c. 

John Barlow, esq., Sibyl Hill, Raheny. Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 



Minutes of Guardians, 30th November 1842. 

(No. 15953 D. 42.) 

The minutes of last meeting were read, and confirmed. 

A letter was read from Sir James Graham, acknowledging the receipt of a copy of the 
resolution of the Board of the 16th instant. 

A letter was read from the Poor Law Commissioners. — (See above, No. 15599 D. 42.) 

Mr. Peterkin handed in a notice of motion for this day week, to the effect, That the 
collection of the rate be suspended until subordination be restored to the house. 

The chairman stated that was not a proper stage of the proceedings for giving a notice of 
motion. (The subject was then allowed to drop ; but after the adjournment of jthe Board 
the chairman said he could not then receive it, upon which Mr. Peterkin announced his 
intention of presenting it again upon next Board-day.) 

Resolved, upon the motion of Mr. M'Owen, seconded by Mr. Reilly, “ That the chair- 
man be authorized to sign all orders for food, fuel, medicine and lighting that may be 
required for the ensuing week ; and that the Board do now adjourn to next Wednesday.” 

Orders were signed for the under-mentioned articles accordingly : 
***** 

The Board then adjourned, the remainder of the ordinary business being again left un- 
disposed of. 



Minutes of Guardians, 7th December 1842. 

(No. 16323 D. 42.) 

The minutes of the last meeting were read, and signed. 

Mr. Peterkin inquired whether the pauper, Martha M'Keon, had been reinstated. 

The chairman replied in the negative. 

Mr. Staunton said he rose with great pain to submit a motion for another adjournment. 

The chairman, before putting the resolution, reminded the Board of the observations he 
made on last Board-day, that he thought the time had come when he and those who acted 
with him should consider the position in which they were placed. They had considered the 
steps they should take in the course of last week, and they determined to go at once to the 
head of the Government in this country. He accordingly solicited an interview with his 
Excellency, who appointed one o’clock on Monday last to meet him. lie attended, and 
brought a statement of the facts, written by himself. He brought with it copies of the 
correspondence which has come from the Commissioners, and copies of every resolution that 
had passed the Board on the subject. He placed them in his Excellency’s hands, and 
observed to him, that he and the gentlemen who concurred with him thought that by so doing 
the responsibility was taken off them. His Excellency took the papers, and told him he 
would read them all himself ; that he was extremely anxious on the subject ; that he regretted 
very much what had taken place, &c. 

Resolved, upon the motion of Mr. Staunton, seconded by Mr. Nixon, “ That the 
chairman be authorized to sign all orders for food, fuel, medicine and lighting that may be 
required for the ensuing week ; and that the Board do now adjourn to Wednesday next.” 

Orders were accordingly signed for the under-mentioned articles : 
***** 

The Board then adjourned without transacting any other business. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No. 606 I. 42.) Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House, 

Sir, 17th December 1842. 

Certain papers relating to the case of Martha M'Keon (among which is an opinion of 
Mr. Pigott upon the legality of the proceedings of the Poor Law Commissioners in that 
case) having been transmitted by his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland to Her 
Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Home Department, and by him referred to 
the Commissioners, it has become necessary for the Commissioners to address some 
inquiries concerning some matters of fact to the Board of Guardians of the North 
Dublin Union. 

This necessity arises from the inability of the Commissioners to reconcile the statement 
submitted to Mr. Pigott, with the view which they had formed of the facts of the case- 
The following are the inquiries to which the Commissioners are desirous of receiving 
answers from the Board of Guardians of the North Dublin Union : 

1. Was Martha M'Keon appointed an assistant to the schoolmistress under section 
IV., No. 1, of the General Regulations of the Commissioners, and if so appointed, ' vas 

her 
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her appointment reported to the Commissioners under No. 4 of the same section, 
and when ? 

2. If Martha M'Keon was appointed as above, was it in the capacity of a paid or 
unpaid officer or assistant ? If of a paid officer or assistant, was the amount of her 
salary reported under section IV., N o. 4, and when ? If of an unpaid officer or 
assistant, how have her rations been charged? Whether to the establishment or to 
her electoral division 1 

3. If the Guardians did not appoint her as an officer or assistant, paid or unpaid, 
but. consider her to have continued a pauper, do they understand that she was trans- 
ferred from her own class to the children’s class in the workhouse, under the autho- 
rity of article XI., exception 1, of the Workhouse Regulations? 

The embarrassment caused to the North Dublin Union by the course which has been 
adopted by the majority of the Board of Guardians, renders it desirable that the answers 
of the Guardians to the preceding inquiries should be transmitted with as little delay as 
possible to the Commissioners. j j iave 

To the Clerk of the Guardians of the E. Chadwick, Secretary. 

North Dublin Union. 



Letter from the Chairman of the Board of Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 17081 D. 42.) North Dublin Workhouse Board-room, 

Gentlemen, . 21st December 1842. 

I have directed the clerk to forward to you a copy of a resolution which was carried at 
the Board to-day, suspending the master, and placing the assistant-master in charge. 

I remain, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. John Barlow, Chairman. 



Enclosed in the foregoing Letter. 

(No. 17081 D. 42.) No. 1. 

I move that the master be now called up ; that the opinion of the late Attorney-general 
be read to him by the chairman, and he be then ordered to reinstate M'Keon instanter ; the 
order to be given in writing, according to the form given in note I-, section 28, of the Poor 

l ™ Act - JohnOray. 

Thomas Arhins. 



No. 2. 



That the master of this workhouse be forthwith suspended. 

No. 3. 



Richard O' Gorman. 
Laurence Carton. 



That the assistant-master be directed to take charge of the house ; that the order for the 
reinstatement of M'Keon be handed to him by the clerk ; that the chairman be autho- 
rized to si«n all orders for food, fuel, light and medicine, and also for the meat dinner 
for the paupers for Christmas-day ; and that this Board resolve itself into a committee 
of the whole house to prepare an answer to the queries of the Commissioners ; and that 
this Board do then adjourn to this day week. Robert Mullen. 

M. Loughnan. 



Letter from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners. 

(No. 615 I. 42.) 

Gentlemen North Dublin Union, 21st December 1842. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians of the North Dublin Union to transmit to you, 
with as little delay as possible, the following answers to the inquiries addressed by you to 
the Board in your letter of the 17th instant. 

1. Martha M‘Keon was not appointed assistant to the schoolmistress under section IV., 
No. l. of the General Regulations of the Commissioners, and her appointment was not 
reported to the Commissioners under No. 4 of the same section. 

2. Martha M'Keon was not appointed as a paid officer or paid assistant ; the amount of 
her salary is nil ; its amount was not reported to the Poor Law Commissioners ; her rations 
have been charged to her own electoral division. 

3. The Guardians do not rely solely on the authority of article XI., exception 1, of 

the Workhouse Regulations, although they contend and insist, that under said exception 
they have a ri"ht to employ Martha M'Keon in the care of infants, and continue her as 
a pauper while” so employed ; and that for the purpose of so employing her, it is not 
“ecessary that she should be transferred from her own class to the children’s class, they 
conceiving that they have a power so to employ her either constantly or occasionally, 
and for that purpose to take her out of the apartment assigned to her own class, without 
permanently or formally transferring her to the children’s class ; the fact being, that during 
the hours she was required in the care of children she remained in the apartment allotted 
to them, but when not so employed, she returned to and slept in the apartment assigned 
t° her own original class. j j iave & c 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. J- H. Crean, Clerk. 

6i 6. . RR Minutes 
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Minutes of Guardians, 21st December 1842. 

(No. 17120 D. 42.) 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and signed ; a letter was read from the Poor 
Law Commissioners. ( See above, No. 006 I. 42.) 

The opinion of Mr. Pigott was here handed to the Board by Mr. Warren, who stated 
that he drew up the case and submitted it to Mr. Pigott himself, without the knowledge 
of any of the minority of the Board. 

The case and opinion having been read, it was resolved, upon the motion of Dr. Gray, 
seconded by Mr. Arkins, That the master be now called up; that the opinion of the late 
Attorney-general be read to him by the chairman, and he be then ordered to reinstate 
M'Keon instanter; the order to be given in writing, according to the form given in 
note I., section 28, of the Irish Poor Relief Act. — Ayes 20 — Noes 13. 

The master was accordingly called in ; Mr. Pigott’s opinion was read to him, and the fol- 
lowing order placed in his hands : — 

“ At a meeting of the Guardians of the North Dublin Union, held on the 21st December 
1842, it was resolved. That the master reinstate Martha M'Keon instanter. 

“ John Barlow, Chairman. 

“ Signed on behalf of the majority, 

« Mi’chad's'toanloD,} G »" di »“ s 

“ J. H. Crean, Clerk of the Union.” 

The master refused to obey this order. It was then proposed by Mr. O’Gorman, and 
seconded by Mr. Carton, That the master of this workhouse be forthwith suspended: 
a division was called for, when there appeared for the motion 18, against it 10. The 
motion was therefore carried. 

It was proposed by Mr. Mullen, and seconded by Mr. Loughnan, That the assistant- 
master be directed to take charge of the house ; that the order for the reinstatement of 
M'Keon be handed to him by the clerk; that the chairman be authorized to sign all 
orders for fuel, food, lighting and medicine, and also for the meat dinner for the paupers 
for Christmas-day ; and that this Board resolve itself into a committee of the whole 
house to prepare an answer to the queries of the Commissioners ; and that this Board do 
then adjourn to this day week. 

It was moved, as an amendment, by Major Cottingham, and seconded by Captain 
Lindsay, That a committee be forthwith appointed to audit the accounts of the con- 
tractors, and that cheques for payment be immediately drawn. The amendment was lost, 
and the original motion was carried. 

The following articles were accordingly ordered : 

# # * * * 

In answer to the Commissioners’ letter, the Guardians stated that Martha M'Keon was 
not appointed under section IV., No. 1. of the General Regulations of the Commissioners, 
either as an officer or assistant, paid or unpaid, but have continued her a pauper, and 
placed her in the school, in care of infants, not relying solely on the authority of article 
XI., exception 1, of the Workhouse Regulations; though they contend and insist, that under 
said exception, they have a right so to employ her, kc. 

The Board then adjourned to next Wednesday. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No. 613 1. 42.) Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House, 

Sir, 24 December 1842. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 21st instant, containing the replies of the Guardians of the North Dublin Union to 
the inquiries proposed to them by the Commissioners in their letter of the 17th instant, 
together with a copy of three resolutions of the Board of Guardians, passed on that day. 

The Commissioners had inferred from the language used in the resolutions of the Board 
of Guardians, and the references which they contain to the appointment of Martha M'Keon, 
her office, her place of assistant-schoolmistress, and her dismissal, that the Guardians 
consider Martha M'Keon as an officer, or an assistant to the schoolmistress. They had 
perceived likewise that the statement submitted to Mr. Pigott (which, though it did not 
emanate from the Board of Guardians, appears to have been prepared by some members of 
it) proceeds upon a similar supposition. The Commissioners are glad now to find that the 
very distinct and satisfactory answer of the Guardians to the inquiries in their letter of the 
17th instant, have removed all misunderstanding upon this head. 

The Commissioners now understand that Martha M'Keon has all along been considered 
by the Guardians as a pauper; that her rations have been charged, not to the establishment, 
but to her electoral division ; that she has always slept in the apartment assigned to her 
own class ; that her services in the class of the children have been confined to the care of 
the infants, and that she only remained in the apartment of the children during the hours 
when her services were so needed. 

The Commissioners entertain no objection to the employment of Martha M'Keon’s 
services for the care of the infants, in the manner just stated, and they consider it as 
perfectly consistent with their workhouse regulations. The objection formerly stated by the 

Commissioners, 
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Commissioners, was founded on the supposition that the Guardians desired to appoint Education of 
Martha M'Keon as an assistant in the school, for the instruction of the children. This Paupers. 

arrangement seemed to the Commissioners objectionable ; for although the Commissioners 

were far from supposing that the Guardians had any wish to interfere improperly with the North Dublin 
religious principles of any of the younger inmates of the workhouse, they nevertheless union, 

thought it important that all appearance of any such interference should be carefully 
avoided. 

Having given the preceding explanation of the course which they have adopted in this 
matter, the Commissioners proceed, without any further observation, to remove the suspension 
of the master of the workhouse, reported to the Commissioners in your letter of the 21 st 
instant. 

The Commissioners trust that the difficulties which have arisen on the part of the 
Guardians with respect to the regular performance of the duties of the officers, and the 
transaction of the ordinary business of the Union, will now cease. Before, however, the 
Commissioners conclude this communication, they will refer, briefly, to the opinion of 
Mr. Pigott, mentioned in their letter of the 17th instant, inasmuch as they observe that the 
chairman, as the organ of the Board of Guardians, read that opinion to the master of the 
workhouse at the last meeting of the Board. 

The Commissioners desire to point out that so much of Mr. Pigott’s opinion as proceeds 
upon the assumption that Martha M'Keon was appointed an officer by the Guardians, is 
inapplicable to the true state of facts, which is disclosed in the replies of the Guardians in 
your letter of the 21st instant. But they are desirous of calling the attention of the 
Guardians to Mr. Pigott’s answers to the fifth and sixth inquiries proposed to him, and to 
impress upon them the obligations by which they are bound, of transacting the business of 
the Union in strict accordance with the law. 

I have, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of the W. G. Lumley, Assistant Secretary. 

North Dublin Union. 



Minutes of Guardians, 28th December 1842. 

(No. 17489 D. 42.) 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and signed. A letter from the Poor Law 
Commissioners, Somerset House, London, was read, acknowledging the receipt of the 
Guardians’ letter of the 21 st instant, containing the replies of the G uardians to the inquiries 
proposed to them by the Commissioners in their letter of the 17th instant, together with 
a copy of three resolutions of the Guardians passed on that day. 

Resolved, upon the motion of Dr. Gray, seconded by Mr. Arkins, That the letter from 
the Commissioners, just read, be entered on our minutes ; and that a committee of three be 
appointed to prepare resolutions with reference thereto, to be inserted on our minutes along 
with the letter. 

It was proposed by Mr. Mullen, and seconded by Dr. Gray, That the master be directed 
to reinstate Martha M'Keon instanter, as assistant in the care of infants in the school ; and 
that when he has so restored her, he report the same to the Board. 

It was moved, as an amendment, by Captain Lindsay, and seconded by Major Cottingham, 
That in compliance with the letter from the Poor Law Commissioners, dated Somerset 
House, London, 24th December 1842, all children, except infants, be withheld from the care 
of Martha M‘Keon, and that the school-room hitherto devoted to the younger children, be 



now appropriated as a ward for infants under five years old : 

For the amendment - - - - 13 

Against it ------ 18 

The original motion was then put and carried. 

For the original motion - - - - 18 

Against it - - - - - - 13 



The chairman then communicated the order of the Board to the master, and Martha 
M'Keon was reinstated as directed in the order. 



Communication from certain of the Guardians to the Commissioners. 



(No. 182 D. 42.) Dublin, 7, Mountjoy-square, 

Gentlemen, 28th December 1842. 

On the part of the minority of this Board, we beg to enclose you the following resolutions, 
the first of which has been passed, and the latter, which was put as an addition or amend- 
ment, has been negatived ; consequently the pauper, Martha M'Keon, has been reinstated in 
the school in the position from which she was removed by the terms of your first order, and 
which school there are now from 27 to 30 children from five to nine years old, as stated 
hy the matron at our Board this day. 

. We send this, more fully to explain the minutes of this day, and we beg the Commis- 
sioners will communicate to this Board whether this appointment is in accordance with the 
•Mended purport of their letter of the 24th instant. 



Sam 1 Law, 

Ed. Cottingham, 
Geo. II. Lindsay, 



We have, &c. 

Charles Roper,'' 
Rob‘ Warren, 
Rob 1 W m Law. . 



^Guardians, North 
Dublin Union. 



6l6. 
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Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 

Resolved, That the master be directed to reinstate Martha M'Keon as assistant in the 
care of infants in the school, instanter ; and that when he has so restored her, he report same 
to the Board. 

Carried. John Barlow. 

Robt. Mullen. 

28th December 1842. John Gray. 

Resolved, That in compliance with the letter from the Poor Law Commissioners, dated 
Somerset House, London, 24th December 1842, all children, except infants, be withheld 
from the care of Martha M‘Keon, and that the school-room hitherto devoted to the younger 
children, be now appropriated as a ward for infants under five years old. 

Rejected. George H. Lindsay. 

28th December 1842. Edward Cottingham. 

Letter from the Commissioners in Reply to the foregoing. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House, 

Sir, 31st December 1842. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of a letter, 
hearing date the 28th instant, signed by yourself and five other Guardians of the North 
Dublin Union, relative to the case of Martha M'Keon, and to state that the subject shall 
receive the Commissioners’ early consideration. 

I have, &c. 

Samuel Law, esq. G. Goode , Assistant Secretary. 

7, Mountjoy-square, Dublin. 



Minutes of Guardians, 4th January 1843. 

(No. 344 D. 43.) 

Dr. Gray gave notice, that on next day of meeting he will move. That the document read 
at this Board, purporting to be a copy of the memorial presented to the Lord Lieutenant, 
with reference to the case of M'Keon, together with the case and opinion submitted there- 
with, as being referred to by the letter of the Commissioners of the 24th ultimo, be inserted 
on our minutes, both being thereby rendered public documents. 

The matron complained of the schoolmistress, for inattention to the school, and she was 
cautioned to be more attentive in future. The schoolmistress stated, that after five o’clock 
in the evening the pauper assistant has the sole charge of the schools, that is, from five o’clock 
to bed-time. 



Minutes of Guardians, 11th January 1843. 

(No. 653 D. 43.) 

Mr. Robert William Law gave notice of motion for this day week, That Martha M'Keon, 
a pauper, recently converted from the Protestant to the Roman Catholic religion, at present 
an assistant to the schoolmistress, holds the precise appointment to which the Commissioners, 
on the 18th October 1842, refused their sanction, on account of her recent conversion, 
although they now see no objection to her being so employed. That in consequence of the 
Commissioners then withholding their sanction to the appointment of Martha M'Keon, and 
the concurrent refusal of the clerk and master to reinstate her, the business of this Union was 
suspended for six weeks ; the Board of Guardians at their ordinary weekly meetings having 
adjourned six times consecutively without proceeding to business. That to maintain un- 
biassed freedom of religious opinion, it is highly inexpedient and objectionable, in a work- 
house, to promote from more menial and laborious occupations, and to keep before the eyes 
of the children, by placing in their school-room in any occupation whatsoever, a pauper who 
was recently converted from any one religion to any other. That in a country distracted by 
religious dissensions, it is impossible that a Poor Relief Act can be efficiently worked, if cause 
for the shadow of a suspicion be given, that workhouses may be made, by personal advan- 
tages or any other inducement or means whatsoever, subservient to the proselytising of persons 
professing any one religious belief to that of any other. 

That effectually to carry out the benevolent intentions of the Legislature in passing the 
Irish Relief Act, the conduct of those entrusted with almost supreme authority under it 
ought to be distinguished by consistency, intelligence and firmness. 

On the motion of Dr. Gray, it was ordered, That the statement submitted to the Lord 
Lieutenant relative to the case of Martha M'Keon, and the case submitted to Mr. Pigott on 
the same subject, with his opinion thereon, should be entered on the minutes. 

Statement submitted to His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 

May it please your Excellency, Sibyl Hill, Raheny, 5th December 1842. 

I have been requested by certain Guardians of the North Dublin Union very respectfully 
to lay before your Excellency the following statement in reference to the position in which 
the affairs of that Union are now placed. 

They feel that your Excellency, taking into consideration the magnitude and importance 
of the North Dublin Workhouse, the necessity that in it an example of good order and 
management should be set to other workhouses in Ireland, and the certainty which exists, 
that any insubordinat ion or irregularity in that establishment cannot fail to operate against the 

good 
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wood working of the system generally, will require no apology for the liberty they take in 
niaking the following statement to your Excellency : 

The facts to which they invite your Excellency’s attention are as follows : — 

On the 23d day of May last a pauper named Martha M'Keon was admitted into the 
workhouse ; she was registered as a member of the Established Church. 

On the 20th day of July she became a convert to the Roman Catholic religion; her 
registry was altered accordingly. 

On the 23d day of September she was appointed an assistant to the schoolmistress in the 
junior school, in which school there were upon that day 62 children, Protestants and Roman 
Catholics ; 26 between the ages of five and nine, and the remainder (26) under five. 

On the 29th day of September the following report was read at the Board from the report 
book of the Protestant chaplain, he being required by the order of the Commissioners to 
report to the Board any circumstances upon which he might be desirous of having the advice 
or determination of the Board. 

“ I find that the mistress has engaged an assistant in the school, a young woman named 
Martha M'Keon, a pauper inmate of the house, who had been a Protestant, but who some 
months since conformed to the Roman Catholic church ; I think it is not prudent that any 
person under such circumstances should be employed about the children, lest it should be 
said she receives such appointment as a reward for her change of religion, and, on the other 
hand, if any of the children should hereafter manifest any change of religious principle, it 
might be attributed to her influence ; the safer course, as appears to me, would be to select 
a person, against whom no such objection could be, and trust that the Board will concur in 
this opinion.” 

The following resolution was moved by Samuel Law, esq., and seconded by 

“ That in future no pauper shall be appointed to assist in the schools, without the sanction 
of the Board ; and that Martha M'Keon, lately appointed to the female school, be removed, 
for the reasons stated in the chaplain’s report.” 

This resolution was negatived by the Board, the numbers being — for the resolution, 
and — against it. The Commissioners, concurring with the minority of the Board, ordered 
the removal of Martha M'Keon, in a letter dated 18th October, a copy of which is appended 
and marked A.*, and she was removed accordingly to her proper class. 

On the 26th October, the following resolution, ordering her reinstaiement, was moved by 
Dr. Grav, and seconded by Mr. Brangan, "That no charge having been made against the 
pauper, Martha M'Keon, the substantiation of which would warrant her dismissal from the 
office to which she has been appointed, and in which she was retained by the decision of 
the Board, she be continued in said office, notwithstanding the letter of the Commissioners 
recommending that she be dismissed from the same because of her having exercised the 
rights of conscience.” 

This resolution was passed by the Board, the numbers being — for it, and — against it. 

The Commissioners, in the letter marked B., in the Appendix, t refused to sanction her 
reinstatement, and forbad the clerk and master to reinstate her. In obedience to the 
order, the clerk and master refused to reinstate her. 

In consequence of such refusal, on the 9th November, the following resolutions, suspend- 
ing from their offices the master and clerk, were passed, “ That the clerk be forthwith 
suspended from his office, for neglect of his duty.” 

The above resolution was proposed by Mr. Arkins, and seconded by Dr. Gray, the numbers 
being in favour of it, 21 ; against it, 19. 

“ That the master having neglected his duty in not carrying into effect the orders of the 
Board, be suspended for so doing.” 

The above resolution was proposed by Dr. Gray, and seconded by Mr. Peterkin, the 
numbers being, 21 for it ; 19 agaiust it; and those officers were suspended accordingly. 

The Commissioners on the same day, in a letter marked C. in Appendix,* ordered the 
reinstatement of these officers, and they resumed their duties accordingly. 

The majority of the Board being at issue with the Commissioners, in reference to such 
reinstatement, on the ICth November the following resolution was proposed by Mr. Peterkin, 
and seconded by Mr. Mangan.and passed, “ That the officers of this house being in a state 
of insubordination, the meeting do adjourn until this day week,’ thereby adjourning the Board 
without transacting the ordinary business of the Union, excepting the making orders for 
supplies of provisions, medicine, fuel, &c. 

Similar resolutions were proposed and passed at the weekly boards, held on the 23d and 
on the 30th ultimo, and on the latter day a notice was given by a member, of his resolution 
to move that the collection of the rate be discontinued. 

It is not for the minority of the Guardians to express an opinion to your Excellency as to 
the legality or illegality of the original order of the Commissioners by which the removal of 
Martlia M'Keon was directed. 

On the 9th November the following resolution was proposed by Mr. S. Law, and seconded 
% Mr. Kearney, "That the Commissioners, in disallowing the appointment of Martha M'Keon, 
acted in accordance with their duty, and had they neglected to do so, they would have 
acted in total dereliction of their duty.” . 

The above resolution was negatived, the numbers being — in favour of it, — against it. 

6 1 R rt 3 Concurring 
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Concurring with the Commissioners in the propriety of that removal, several of those 
constituting the minority of the Guardians suggested more than once to the Commissioners 
the expediency of their consulting the law officers of the Crown upon the subject ; and 
a doubt of that legality would not even now have suggested itself, had not one of the 
Guardians submitted to Mr. Pigott, within the last week, a case, and obtained from him the 
opinion marked D. in the Appendix* 

Your Excellency will not fail to observe the disastrous results which must necessarily 
arise from the continued suspension of the business of the Board ; the introduction of a 
system of order and regularity and proper employment into so extensive an establishment 
was a work of much time and difficulty ; by the suspension of the ordinary business, the 
materials for employment and other matters necessary for conducting the affairs of the work- 
house are stopped ; the accounts of the contractors for food, fuel, &c., amounting to a sum 
of 1,500 /.are unpaid; employment amongst the paupers is gradually ceasing, and must 
shortly terminate altogether ; irregularity and insubordination must then prevail, and a worse 
than useless expenditure of the funds of the Union take place. 

During the progress of these unpleasant proceedings, the chairman, with the concurrence 
of the minority of the Board, has used every exertion, not only at the Board, but also with 
the Commissioners, in the hope of restoring order and regularity; and they expected that the 
law which places such extensive powers in their hands, would have proved sufficient to meet 
the present emergency. 

Under these circumstances the minority of the Board, feeling that nothing has been left 
undone on their part, having every reason for supposing that a repetition of the proceedings 
of the last three weeks may be expected, and that all attempts on their parts to resist them 
must be useless, and having ceased to expect effectual interference on the part of the Com- 
missioners, deem it their duty to make known the circumstances of the case to your 
Excellency. They abstained from doing so as long as there appeared to them any hope 
that order should be restored, either through the Commissioners or a majority of the Board ; 
and they should have hesitated to approach your Excellency, even now, if it were not that 
they fear a continuance of the present state of things among the Guardians of the North 
Dublin Union must shortly prove ruinous to the Poor Law system in that Union, prejudicial 
to its well working throughout Ireland, and embarrassing to your Excellency’s government. 

Their inclinations, and a feeling of justice to themselves, would lead them to refrain from 
taking a further part, or incurring further responsibility, in a management of which they so 
entirely disapprove, and it was in their contemplation to absent themselves from the Board 
until the affairs of the workhouse shall be placed on a more satisfactory footing, but they 
desire me to add, that in adopting the course of making known all the circumstances of 
the case to your Excellency, and soliciting your direction and advice in their very peculiar 
position, they will be quite ready to continue their attendance, however unpleasant it may 
be to them, or to act in any way which may appear to your Excellency calculated to prevent 
the disastrous consequences which they anticipate from a continuance of the present state 
of things ; I have only to add for them, and for myself, that we shall be happy at all times to 
afford your Excellency any information or explanation which you may desire. 

I have, &c. 

John Barlow. 

We, the undersigned Guardians of the North Dublin Workhouse, having been present at 
a meeting held this day, and the chairman having read a letter which he had been requested 
to prepare, to present to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, upon the subject of the present 
state of the Board, and the same having been approved of by us, we hereby request that 
he will present the same, with certain documents thereby referred to, to his Excellency ; and 
in testimony of our concurrence, we have hereunto subscribed our names. 

Dated 2 d December 1842. 

James Hans Hamilton, ex officio. 

George H. Lindsay, ex officio. 

Edward Cottingham, ex officio. 

William Swan, elected Guardian for St. George’s Ward. 

Robert William Law, ex officio. 

Robert Warren, elected Guardian for Clontarf. 

Henry Irvine, elected Guardian for St. George’s Ward. 

Charles Roper, J. P., elected Guardian for Coolock. 

J . Chambers, elected Guardian for Linen Hall Ward. 

J. A. Nicholson, elected Guardian for Clontarf. 

Jos. Kearney, elected Guardian for Post Office Ward. 

Samuel Law, J. P., elected Guardian forllowtii. 

George Hoyte, ex officio. 

William Thompson, ex officio. 

Thomas Thompson, ex officio. 

Norburv Furnace, ex officio. 

Henry. Hutton, ex officio. 

William Rathbourne, ex officio. 

Arthur Baker, elected Guardian for Saint George’s Ward. 

John Ba/low, ex officio. 
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Case 



VI. 

r, Education of 

Case ' Paupers, 

A pauper in the North Dublin Union Workhouse, of the name of Martha M'Keon, was ~ . r TT 
lately appointed by the matron, as an unpaid assistant to the schoolmistress, in one of the Order#" xi. 
female school-rooms, in which there were at the time several children under five years old, p- 4; also, Orders of 
and several from five to nine years old. " l8 4i, pp. 14. >5. '7- 



The Poor Law Commissioners, upon being informed of the appointment, considered it to p idcAct se C .vi.p.io8 • 
be a bad appointment, and refused to sanction it on the ground that the said Martha M'Keon’s also, cap’, w. p’p.4, 5 ,’ 
then recent conversion from the Protestant to the Roman Catholic religion rendered her 6,7. 10.31. 37. 38; 
ineligible for that situation, and directed her to be dismissed therefrom. ?he 0 c°mmi» s “onws" n 

The majority of the Board of Guardians, when informed that the Commissioners have 0rders ' p ‘ ia * 
directed Martha M'Keon to be dismissed from the situation, passed a resolution of the 
Board, ordering Martha M'Keon to be reinstated in her situation. 

1 he officers of the workhouse refused to obey the order of the Board to reinstate Martha See 100th sec. of the 
M'Keon, having been apprized that the Commissioners had refused to sanction her Irish Poor Relief Act. 
appointment, and had directed her dismissal from the situation. 

The Guardians of the Union met on Wednesday the lfith November instant, for the See pages 9 and 10 0/ 
purpose of transacting the ordinary business of the Board, when a resolution was moved. Orders ; of Poor U» 
that the Board should adjourn to the following Wednesday, which was carried by a majority ai^Obs™v^ons^‘ 1 
of two, there being 21 Guardians for the adjournment, and 19 against it; whereupon the Conmiissioners’ Orders, 
Board accordingly adjourned, whereby the entire of the ordinary business of the Board p - ,8; * lso - Poo r. , Laiv 
was prevented from being transacted. Ac J* o “ c * v - CE P- *“• 

An extraordinary meeting of the Board was summoned for the following day, merely to 
secure a supply of requisites for the paupers for the ensuing week. 

The Guardians met again, pursuant to adjournment, on Wednesday the 23d November 
instant, when a resolution was moved that the chairman should be authorized to sign the 
orders for all provisions, medicine, fuel and lighting materials, that might he required for 
the ensuing week, and that the Board should then adjourn to the following Wednesday, 
which resolution was carried by a majority of three, there being for the adjournment 
19 Guardians, and against it 16 ; when the Board accordingly adjourned, without transacting 
the ordinary business. 

You are sent a copy of the Irish Poor Relief Act, also of the orders of the Poor Law 
Commissioners regulating the meetings of the Board of Guardians and for the government 
of the workhouse, also ol the Commissioners’ observations explanatory of their orders, also 
copies of the Commissioners’ letters and of the Guardians’ resolutions and orders, as reported 
in the Register, Freeman and Saunders papers, respecting the pauper Martha M'Keon. 

Your opinion is requested on the following Queries : 

Was the act of the Commissioners refusing to sanction the appointment of Martha 
M'Keon, and their order directing her to be dismissed from her situation, legal or 
illegal, under the Irish Poor Relief Act ? 



As to the necessity of the sanction of the Commissioners to the appointment in question, 
I find nothing in the Poor Relief Act, or in the general rules of the Commissioners to which 
my notice has been called, requiring the sanction of the Commissioners to the appointment 
of Martha M'Keon. 

1 collect from the documents before me, that she was not a paid officer. 

As to the power of the Commissioners to dismiss her from the situation to which she was 
appointed, the 33d section of the foor Relief Act gives to the Commissioners, in express 
terms, the power of dismissing “ any paid officer.” This appears to me to show, that the power 
does not exist, under the Act, of dismissing persons who are not paid officers. The third 
section, which gives to the Commissioners extensive powers for regulating, among other 
matters, the appointment and removal of all officers paid and unpaid, and of course for 
issuing for that purpose general rules extending to a plurality of Unions, or orders for the 
general conduct of any one Union, does not appear to me to give the power of removing or 
appointing individual officers ; I think the power of removal exists under the 33d section 
°nly ; and if Martha M'Keon was not a paid officer, I think the Commissioners had not 
authority to remove her. 

Should the Commissioners’ order for her dismissal be under seal 1 
l am of opinion that if the Commissioners have authority to remove, that authority can 
be validly exercised only by an order under seal, made as prescribed by the 121st section of 
l he Act of Parliament. 

Was the order of the Board of Guardians to have Martha M'Keon reinstated in 
her situation legal or illegal under the said Act ? 

It appears to me that the order of the Board of Guardians mentioned in this query 
was legal. 

Were the officers of the Board bound to obey the order of the Board for the 
reinstatement of Martha M'Keon under the said Act ? 
tl ^ °P‘ n ' 011 the officers of the Board of Guardians were bound to obey the order of 

‘e board, that order being, as I conceive, a lawful order ; I must observe, however, that this 
6 ‘6- it 11 4 is 
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is not a case in which the penalty provided by the 100th section of the statute attaches for 
disobedience of the Board’s order. On the ‘other hand, the 33d section gives to the Com- 
missioners the power of dismissing a paid officer for disobedience of their orders. 

Is it leo-al for the Guardians to adjourn their appointed meeting without transacting 
the ordinary business of the Board ? 

I am of opinion that the course of proceeding described in this query is not warranted 
by law ; it will not make any of the acts of the Board of Guardians void which would 
otherwise be lawful; but it is plainly inconsistent with the duties imposed by the Act of 
Parliament. By “ ordinary business” l understand that business which is prescribed by the 
general rules of the Commissioners, or which is necessary for duly administering relief to 
the poor, or effectually supporting and regulating the workhouse. 



Is it leoal for the Guardians to continue to refuse to transact the regular and 
ordinary business of the Board at their appointed meetings ? 

In my opinion it is not. 

Do the Guardians incur any, and what, responsibility or penalty in adjourning their 
meetings without transacting the ordinary business of the Board, or in continuing to 
refuse to transact same ? 

I think the course of proceeding described in this query would authorize the Commissioners 
to put in force the provisions of the 26th section of the statute, by declaring the “ Board of 
Guardians dissolved,” and ordering a fresh election. 

Merrion Square, 29th November 1842. D. R. Pigott. 



Minutes of Guardians, 18 th January 1843. 

(No. 1180 D. 43.) 

Mr. Hall, Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, was present, and stated that the Commis- 
sioners were desirous of having a conference at their office with a deputation of the Guardians, 
as to the position at present heid by M'Keon in the school, and the classification of the 
children ; after some discussion on the proposition, it was negatived by a majority of the 
Board. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No. 43 M. 43.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 31st January 1843. 

The Poor Law Commissioners had observed, in the minutes of proceedings of the Board of 
Guardians of the North Dublin Union, on the 4th instant, the following statement : “The 
matron complained of the schoolmistress for inattention to the school, and she was cautioned 
to be more attentive in future. The schoolmistress stated, that after five o’clock in ihe 
evening, the pauper assistant has the sole charge of the schools, that is, from five o’clock to 
bed-time.” 

The Commissioners had further observed, in the minutes of the 11th instant, the following 
notice of motion : “ That Martha M'Keon, a pauper recently converted from the Protestant 
to the Roman Catholic religion, at present an assistant to the schoolmistress, holds the 
precise appointment to which the Commissioners, on the 18th October 1S42, refused their 
sanction, on account of her recent conversion, although they now see no objection to her 
being so employed. 

“ That in consequence of the Commissioners then withholding their sanction to the appoint- 
ment of Martha M‘Keon, and the concurrent refusal of the clerk and master to reinstate her, 
the business of this Union was suspended for six weeks, the Board of Guardians, at their 
ordinary weekly meetings, having adjourned six times consecutively without proceeding to 
business. That to maintain unbiassed freedom of religious opinion, it is highly inexpedient 
and objectionable, in a workhouse, to promote from more menial and laborious occupations, 
and to keep before the eyes of the children, by placing in their school-room, in any occupa- 
tion whatsoever, a pauper who was recently converted from any one religion to any other. 
That in a country distracted by religious dissensions, it is impossible that the Poor Relief 
Act can be efficiently worked, if cause for the shadow of a suspicion be given, that work- 
houses may be made, by personal advantages, or any other inducement or means whatsoever, 
subservient to the proselytising of persons professing any one religious belief to that of any 
other. 

“ That effectually to carry out the benevolent intentions of the Legislature in passing the 
Irish Relief Act, the conduct of those entrusted with almost supreme authority under it 
ought to be distinguished by consistency, intelligence and firmness.” 

The Commissioners, after their letter of the 24th ult., had hoped that it would not have 
been necessary for them to revert to the subject of Martha M‘Keon ; and it was with much 
regret that, in consequence of the above statement and notice of motion, they felt it their 
duty to propose to the Guardians, through their Assistant Commissioner, Mr. Hall, that 
the Guardians should appoint a deputation to confer with the Commissioners upon the 
subject. 

The 
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The Commissioners thought that a personal interview between the Guardians and them- 
selves might have abridged discussion, and have afforded the. Commissioners an opportunity 
of giving a _ full explanation of their view of the case to the Guardians. The Guardians, 
however, rejected this offer of the Commissioners ; and the only course now open to the 
Commissioners is to call the attention of the Guardians, by letter, to the present position of 
Martha M‘Keon in the workhouse. 

The Commissioners instructed Mr. Hall to ascertain, by evidence taken upon oath, the 
precise nature of the services required of the pauper, Martha M'Keon, under the direction of 
the Board of Guardians ; and Mr. Hall accordingly has examined upon oath the master of 
the workhouse, the matron, the schoolmistress, and the pauper herself. 

Being thus fully in possession of the present state of the case, the Commissioners proceed 
to bring under the notice of the Guardians such of the facts as appear to bear upon the 
question whether Martha M'Keon’s present employment be consistent with the workhouse 
regulations. 

It appears that the principal duty assigned to Martha M'Keon is to take care of the 
children in the infant school. 

The Commissioners think that this duty may be fairly considered as performed by Martha 
M'Keon as an assistant in the care of infants, provided that the children in the room do not 
exceed the age of five years. The Commissioners, however, find, from the evidence of 
Martha M'Keon herself, that her duties are not so limited. 

The following is an extract from her deposition : “ I was afterwards removed out of the 
school, and then put back again about a fortnight ago ; the matron and a gentleman, 
one of the Guardians, I believe, put me back ; they never told me what I was to do ; I was 
put into the same school-room ; neither of the schoolmistresses told me what I was to do ; 
I never heard the children their lessons this last time; I have taught the little children their 
letters this last time ; I have taught the children their hymns and moral songs this last 
time ; I have watched the children when their schoolmistresses were away this last time ; 
I have done just the same in the infant school this last time, both in teaching and watching, 
as I did the first time, only that I have not taught them so often ; I have not watched tlTe 
elder girls, or seen them to bed, so close this last time as the first time ; I made a difference, 
because I heard there had been so much work at the Board ; neither the master, nor matron, 
nor schoolmistress, nor assistant schoolmistress, nor the chaplain, nor any Guardian, nor any 
other person, told me to make a difference.” 

Martha M'Keon, indeed, proceeds to say that she thinks there is no child in the infant 
school older than five years. It appears, however, from the evidence of the schoolmistress 
and matron, that Martha M'Keon is mistaken in this supposition, and that the infant school- 
room contains not only infants under five, but also the girls under nine. 

The following is the statement of the schoolmistress on this point: — “The girls up to 13 
years old, and boys under five, are under me ; they are in two school-rooms up to nine ; the 
children are in the infant school-room ; the others are in the girls’ school-room ; the infant 
school-room is used as a play-room for all the girls after school-hours ; there have been daily 
in the infant school, for the last week or 10 days, from 30 to 60 children ; in the other room 
from 80 to 100.” 
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The following is the statement of the matron “ I know the pauper, Martha M'Keon ; 
she is over the infant children, that is, the children in the infant school ; the ages of those 
children are from two to nine years ; the number of children above five years old varies 
sometimes; I have reckoned 30 in it above five years old ; sometimes more than that.” 

It results from the above statements, first, that Martha M'Keon has constantly, during 
the day-time, the care of girls between five and nine ; secondly, that during the evening, 
and during the absence of the schoolmistresses, she has the care of all the girls under 15. 
Now, upon reference to the workhouse regulations, it will be seen that this employment of 
Martha M'Keon is not permitted by the first or any other exception to section 11, and that 

is not within any other provision of the order. 

The Commissioners disclaim any intention of interfering with the discretion of the Guar- 
dians in the selection of individual paupers for the performance of household work or other 
subordinate duties of the workhouse, so long as sucli discretion is exercised in conformity 
with the regulations ; but if any arrangement made by the Guardians for such a purpose 
should appear to be inconsistent with the regulations, the Commissioners feel it to be their 
duty to call the attention of the Guardians to the subject. 

The Commissioners abstain intentionally from adverting to any circumstances which may 
wow a doubt upon Martha M'Keon’s fitness to be entrusted with the care of children, and 
confine themselves to such facts as relate to the bearing of the workhouse regulations upon 
her case. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk of the Board of Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

North Dublin Union. 
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Minutes of Guardians, 8th February 1843. 

(No. 2279 D. 43.) 

Read letter from the Poor Law Commissioners, calling the attention of the Guardians to 
the present position of the pauper Martha M ‘Keon in the school. 

Moved by Mr. Cosgrave, and seconded by Or. Brady, That it is our opinion, that, in order 
to the good and effectual working of the establishment, it is expedient that the Board should 
have the exclusive control over their officers and servants appointed by them, and approved 
of by the Commissioners, with regard to the execution of the orders of the Board, the Com- 
missioners having sufficient authority should the Board exercise an illegal control. 

Amendment proposed by Capt. Lindsay, and seconded by Mr. Samuel Law, and negatived, 
That the Act of Parliament for the relief of the poor must govern the degree of authority 
the Board of Guardians possess over the officers of workhouses. 

Resolved, upon the motion of Mr. Mullen, and seconded by Mr. O’Gorman, That the Right 
hon. D. R. Pigott having given it as his opinion, that the Poor Law Commissioners 
had acted illegally in reference to the case of the assistant in the infant school, and that the 
Guardians have a right to appoint an unpaid assistant to the schoolmistress, and that such 
an appointment does not require the sanction of the Commissioners, we are determined to 
exercise that right, either in the selection of an assistant to the schoolmistress, or of an 
assistant in the care of infants. 

Mr. R. W. Law brought forward his motion, of which he had given notice on this day 
fortnight, to which the following amendment was moved by Mr. Mullen, and seconded 
by Mr. O’Gorman, and carried : — 

That the words in the third paragraph, after “ it is highly inexpedient and objectionable’’ 
be omitted, and the following words substituted : “ That conversions from one faith to 
another be either encouraged, directly or indirectly, by rewards or promotions because there- 
of ; or reproved by punishment, dismissal or disqualification for office, being attached 
thereto ; and that we rejoice to find that the Commissioners have been forced to admit the 
justice of this principle, and have retracted their assertions ; that the recent conversions 
from Protestantism to Catholicism of the late assistant in the care of infants constituted a 
just ground for her dismissal; and trust that the decision by the Board with respect to that 
offence, and the admission of the correctness of that decision by the Commissioners, will 
cause the principles of religious freedom never again to be violated within the walls of this 
workhouse, and that the fourth paragraph be omitted;” and, with these alterations, the 
resolution proposed by Mr. Law be adopted. 



ROSCREA UNION. 



Roscrea Union. Resolution of Guardians, 13th September 1842. 

(No. 11627 D. 42.) 

That it is the opinion of the Board, that in all cases of admittance (of foundlings) into the 
establishment, that (hey shall invariably be educated in the religious persuasion of the 
persons who shall find them, and present them for admittance, always excepting such cases 
wherein a written statement shall be found describing the religion of the parents, or express- 
ing a desire in this particular ; in all such cases such desire to be strictly attended to. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 22d September 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have bad before them minutes of proceedings of the Board 
of Guardians of the Roscrea Union on the 13th instant, and, with reference to the resolu- 
tion relative to the religious education of foundling children who may be admitted into the 
workhouse, the Commissioners desire to state, that, having had occasion to consult the 
Attorney-general on the subject, they are advised, that where the religion of the parents, 
guardians or sponsor of the child cannot be ascertained, the child should be educated in 
the creed of the Established Church, that being the religion of the State : the Commissioners 
desire to direct the attention of the Board of Guardians to the case and opinion of the 
Attorney-general, printed in the Appendix to their Report for the present year, page 94. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk of the Guardians of the Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Roscrea Union. 



SHILLELAGH 
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SHILLELAGH UNION. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 257 D. 43.) 

Sir, Tinahely, 2d January 1843. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians to call the attention of the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners to the case of a deserted child of the name of Robert Doyle, as detailed in the 
accompanying minutes, and to request the advice of your Board thereon. 

I am also to forward the letter therein referred to from the Rev. Mr. Walsh, for the 
information of the Commissioners, which please return. 

By order, 

To Arthur Moore, esq. Robert Bates, Clerk of Uuiou. 

Minute of Guardians, 30th December 1842, referred to in foregoing. 

A deserted child of the name of Robert Doyle having applied for admission into the 
workhouse, when it appearing he had made a similar application on last meeting under the 
name of Robert Dagg, his case was postponed to this day, the Guardians not agreeing as 
to the religion the boy should be entered on the books (his age nine years), it being held 
by some of the Guardians that it was decided, by the late Attorney-general’s opinion, in 
such cases deserted children should be entered on the books as Protestants, being the reli- 
gion of the State ; whereas others held, the boy having stated his being a Roman Catholic, 
his mother, with whom he was brought up, being a Roman Catholic, and his reputed father, 
who had entirely deserted him from his infancy, being supposed to be a Protestant. One 
of the Guardians at the former meeting having expressed an opinion that application should 
be made to the parish register to ascertain in what religion the child had been baptised, this 
day Mr. Bourke, one of the Guardians, produced a letter from the Rev. James Walsh, 
Roman Catholic chaplain, stating an illegitimate son of Martin Doyle and Catherine Doyle 
had been baptised on the 9th February 1833 by the name of Robert Doyle, as a Roman 
Catholic. 

The clerk was thereupon directed to communicate the foregoing facts to the Poor Law 
Commissioners, in order to have their advice specially on this case, and, if necessary, that 
of the law officers of the Crown, for the guidance of this Board. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 12th January 1843. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of 
the Board of Guardians of the Shillelagh Union on the 30th ultimo, and, with reference to 
the resolution relative to the religious creed in which the pauper boy, Robert Doyle, should 
be educated, the Commissioners have to observe, that if it be proved that the child in ques- 
tion is the son of Catherine Doyle, as it appears from the letter of the Rev. James Walsh 
that he is, he should be registered and educated in the Roman Catholic faith, that being 
the religious creed of his mother ; and a warrant should be applied for to apprehend Cathe- 
rine Doyle for the desertion of her child. 

The opinion of the Attorney-general for Ireland, referred to in the Guardians’ resolution, 
extends only to foundling children whose parents or sponsors cannot be ascertained, or who 
are incapable of giving any account of the religious creed of themselves, or of their natural 
guardians. 

Mr. Walsh’s letter is herewith returned. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Shillelagh Union. 



STRABANE UNION. 



. Min u TE of Guardians, 1 9th J uly 1842. 

f«o. 8947 D. 42.) 



Captain Auchinlick gave notice that on this day week he would move the following 

^solution 6 
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it \z considered interferes with the attention of the master and mistress from those of more 
advanced age, it is therefore the opinion of this Board, that it would be desirable to esta- 
blish an infant school, to be under the direction of a person appointed for that purpose, at 
a salary, who is to be under the particular direction of the matron, and that an application 
be made to the Commissioners to sanction the same.” 



Minute of Guardians, 26th July 1842. 

(No. 9239 D. 42.) 

The motion given notice of by Captain Auchinlick at last meeting being brought forward 
there voted that the resolution do pass, 10 members; against passing, 1 member. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 4th August 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of 
the Board of Guardians of the Strabane Union on the 26th ultimo, and, with reference to 
the resolution for the establishment of an infant school, desire to state, that they see no 
objection to the establishment of an infant class ; but as it is probable that a pauper in the 
workhouse might be found competent to take the charge of it, they do not think it would 
be expedient to engage a person at a salary for the purpose. 

The copy of minutes of the above date received at this office does not state the subject of 
the resolution proposed on that day by Captain Auchinlick ; but as it is stated to be the 
resolution of which notice was given at the previous meeting, and as the only notice of 
motion that appears upon the minutes of the previous meeting, namely, on the 19th ultimo, 
as transmitted to this office, is stated to have been given by Captain Auchinlick, and relates 
to the establishment of an infant school, the Commissioners presume that that is the object 
of the resolution which was carried on the 26th ultimo ; they request, however, that in future 
the purport of the resolution may in all cases be stated. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Strabane Union. 



I,— workhouses. 
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I.— WORKHOUSES. 



COPIES of the Estimates for erecting each of the Poorhouses now open in Ireland, 
approved of by the Poor Law Commissioners, and a Return of the whole of the 
Monies laid out upon each Building; stating also, the present Condition of each 
PooRnousE, and whether any further Outlay is required for the Completion, 
Alteration, or Repair of such House; together with Copies of any Complaints 
addressed to the Commissioners by the Guardians of any Union relative to the 
Execution of Contracts or Works, or to the Condition of the Pooriiouse. 

[ A 7 o/e. — The first portions of this Division having been included in the Returns already 
made, the following Return contains copies of Complaints.] 

The annexed Papers are Supplemental to the Returns presented to The House of Commons 
on the and of August 1843. 



UNIONS. 



Dunmanway - 


- p- 354 


Kanturk - 


- P- 39+ 


Lowtherstown 


- P- 404 


Fermoy - 


- p. 362 


Londonderry - 


- p. 321 


Strabane - 


- P- 33+ 



LONDONDERRY UNION. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No. 8265 D.4I.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 17th September 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners transmit herewith, to be laid before the Board of Guardians 
of the Londonderry Union, the accounts of the contractors for building the workhouse of 
that Union, together with a copy of the architect’s report thereon, and a statement of the 
amount of the loan, and the expenditure out of it. 

The accounts have been arranged so as to afford, with the architect’s report, every 
information as to the expenditure ; and, from the documents now sent, it appears that a sum 
of 788/. 7 s. % 2d. will be required beyond the amount already borrowed ; and the Cominis- 
. sioners desire to state, that should there be any further items of small amount, which the 
Guardians are desirous of providing for in the additional loan which it will be necessary to 
obtain, the Commissioners will be prepared to consider the expediency of including them. 

Meantime the Commissioners will cause an order to be prepared, authorizing the Guardians 
to borrow the further amount which will be required. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Londonderry Union. 

Enclosures in foregoing Letter. 

Architect’s Report on the Building Contractors’ Accounts. 

(No. 7267 D. 41.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Gentlemen, 9th August 1841. 

Accompanying is Messrs. Patterson and the late Mr. Catcheside’s account for work 
performed at the Londonderry Workhouse, in addition to the contract, in construction of 
fixtures and fittings throughout the building, and in additional works connected with the 
building, as set forth in detail in the account, and consisting chiefly in the alteration of the 
floors ; for construction of gangways and sleeping platforms ; the erection of two large 
sheds in men’s and women’s yards ; additional sewers and rain-water tanks ; erecting two 
additional fire-places and flues in rooms for resident schoolmaster and schoolmistress ; 
additional cast-iron eaves gutters to roofs, and other minor works, the whole of which are 
particularly set forth in the account referred to. 

I have to report that, in consequence of the above described works, the amount included 
in the loan of 8,700/. borrowed from the Exchequer Bill Loan Commissioners, is less than 
the amount of the contract and additional works for which it was borrowed, the total amount 
of the account being as follows : 

Amount of contract ----- -£.6,780 - - 

Amount for fixtures, fittings and additional works - 1,656 1 5^ 



I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Londonderry 

Union. 



Total - - - £.8,436 1 G.J 



Up to this date the contractors have been paid on account of these works 6,700/.. which 
leaves a balance due to them amounting to 1,736 /. Is. 5 £</., which they are now become 
entitled to receive under the conditions of their contract for the erection of the building. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners Geo. Wilkinson. 

tii(). s s 3 Statement 
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I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Londonderry 

Union. 



Statement of the Contractors’ Account; of the Amount of Loan, and of the Disburse- 
ments therefrom ; and of the Sum required for the payment of the Contractors’ Claim. 

Contractors’ Account: 



Amount of contract for building - - - - £. 6,780 - - 

For fittings and additional works, as per bill - 1,656 1 5.J 

Total of contractors’ account - 

Amount of instalments paid on account - 

Balance due to contractors - £. 



£. s. d. 

8,436 1 5£ 

6,700 - - 

1,736 1 5g 



Amount of Loan : 

For workhouse contract - - - £. 6,780 - - 

„ site 725 _ _ 

„ fittings ------ 800 - - 

„ contingencies ----- 395 _ _ 

Total amount of loan 8,700 - — 



* Besides interest on 
the Exchequer Bills, 
the amount of which 
will shortly be ascer- 



Disbursements from Loan : 



For contractors, on account - - £. 6,700 - 

„ clerk of works’ salary - - - 139 4 

„ site ------ 778 3 

„ law expenses ----- 49 - 

„ advertisement ----- 1 - 

„ ironmongery for workhouse - - 84 17 

Total amount of disbursements - 

Amount of original loan available* - 



6 

6 



4 



7,752 



5 9 



Additional sum required for payment of contractors - £. 



947 14 3 
788 7 2£ 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 11217 D. 41.) 

Gentlemen, Londonderry, 7th December 1841. 

Referring to your letter of the 17th September, transmitting your architect’s report of 
the building and fitting up the Londonderry Union Workhouse, the statement of the 
contractor’s account, together with the items of his charge for extra work done at the 
building, fitting and furnishing of the workhouse, I am directed by the Board of Guardians 
to state, that upon the receipt of these documents they proceeded to appoint a committee, 
consisting of nine members of their Board, assisted by Mr. William Hagerty, architect, to 
examine the accounts for extra works, and report to the Board of Guardians. 

At a meeting of the Board held on Saturday the 4th instant, read a report, dated the 
27th November 1841, from the committee appointed to examine the contractors’ accounts 
for extra work, &c. 

Resolved, That this report be approved of, entered on the minutes, and a copy thereof, 
together with Mr. Hagerty ’s statement of the accounts, transmitted to the Poor Law 
Commissioners. 



Proceedings of the Committee on the Building Accounts, 27th November 1841, 
Thomas Scott, Esquire, in the Chair. 

Mr. Hagerty, the architect employed by the Board, having submitted to the committee 
a detailed report on each item of these accounts, by which it appears that the deductions 
made by him amount to 443Z. 16s. 4 d., whereas the deductions of the Commissioners’ 
architect amount only to 171 1. 5s. 6 d., making a difference of 272 l. 10s. 10 d. ; 

The committee recommend that this account, prepared by Mr. Hagerty. be sent to the 
Poor Law Commissioners, and they desire to state that they have minutely examined all 
the items of which it is composed, and they are of opinion that the deductions made by 
Mr. Hagerty are fair and reasonable, and such as ought to be taken from said account. 



I have enclosed herewith a copy of the account 



To the Poor Law Commissioners, 
Dublin. 



(signed) T. Scott, Chairman, 
as made out by Mr. William Hagerty. 
I have, &c. 

Samuel Kennedy, 

Clerk to the Board of Guardians. 



Enclosure 
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Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 

ACCOUNT and VALUATION of Works done in addition to the Contract for erecting the Workhouse for the Londondtrry Union. 

Slcasurement and Valuation Charge made Deductions Deductions 

l ' ' W H l r o™,j ob„,„ 

W. Hagerty. Contractors. Commissioners. W. Hagerty. 



Th! gangways in floors of main bnUding : 
2,630 feet superficial of 3-inch^ 
flooring, grooved and tongued '•lOd. 
with hoop-iron - - -J 

],422 feet of rounded nosing-1 
’formed on the ends of the floor- [ 



£. s. d. £. i. d. £. 



2,480 feet of inch floor-boarding, 1 ^ 
grooved and tongued - -/ 5 

1,710 feet of Memel or red pioe'l 3 ^ 
joist J 

£. 

Bor the gangway in the corridor : 



405 feet of inch floor-boarding 4j d. 
286 feet of joist, as above! , , 
described - - - -/ ad ‘ 



- - The foregoing obser 
is applicable to this item 
giving the additional si 
71. 11s. lOjd. 



inking the extra depth of foundations 
Pitches of masonry in the extra depth of the 



building two sheds in yards : 

For sinking foundations - 
5 lineal perches of masonry > n \,g s 
footings - - - -J 

146 feet of framed posts - 1 s. 3d. 

1*6 feet of front plate, 8 by 6 1 s. 4 d. 

62 feet of head plate, 4 by 2 - 3d. 

62 feet of purlin - - - 7 d. 

39 feet of tyebeam, 5 by 4 -Id. 

33 feet of principal rafter - 9 J d. 

45 feet of sheet braces - -ad. 

42 feet of studs, 3 by 3 - -3d. 

24j feet of studs between framed! . 

posts - - - -j” 5 ***- 

*44 feet of studs outside of sheet-! , , 

iog ) 4d - 

'1| squares of rafters, 4 by 2 25 s. 

67* feet of sheeting in inclosure ! 

of sheds - - - -f 4 * d - 

72 feet of double sheeted gates - 8 d. 

37 feet of stops - - - 2d. 

**'90 feet of slating - - 45 s. 

™ feet of slate head-slip - - 6 d. 

*4 feet of stone slips, 14s.;! „ „ . 

22 stone bases - l) 2 *’ 6 * 

4 pair of hinges - - 3 s. 6 d. 

4 inserted bolts, nuts and!- , , 
screws . . .J 3 *- 6d - 

62 yards of paving - - - 8 d. 

1 '“dosing a straw-shed in women’s yard : 
136 fret 0 f studs formed with the! 
old scaffold boards, including ^3 d. 
Arm, and nails - -j 

-ifV m of sheeting in ditto i\d. 
« feet of double sheeted door - 8 rf. 

* s feet of stops - - - 2 -1. I 

, P»ir of hinges - 
holt and padlock - - - - i 



• 7 a. 6d. per perch for the 

* Observation by Commis- foUDdatioo ‘ 6d . isltcir 
sioners Architect: — This is . 



a clerical error in copying the 
figures ; in the account the 
amount is 16 L 11s. 3d." 
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Accou nt and V a lvatiok of Works clone in addition to the Contract for erecting the Workhouse for the Londonderry Union — continued. 



Measurement and Valuation Charge made Deductions Deductions 

b y b y b y h Y General Observations. 

W. Hagerty. Contractors. Commissioners. W. Hagerty. 



- - This charge does 
exceed the value of the wort 
done ; but as the privies at 
closed, and the others a* 
sufficient, it appears an use- 
less expenditure. 



— This is a fair and reason, 
able charge. 

- - This should have been in- 
eluded in the contract; il 
must be allowed. 



r two small windows in front of Infirmary : 
21 fleet of sash frame - 
7 feet of cast-iron sash and glass, with 
pivot and socket plates 



- - These are shown on the 
plans; I think they shoald 
not on that account he 
charged- 



Deduct 2 ledged doors, common size : 

48 feet of 1 J -inch ledged doors - 8 d. 
38 feet of door- case - - - 6d. 

66 feet of 4-inch brick and stud par- 
tition, kitchen - - - 40 s. 



Two Doors to Store-rooms ; 

40 feet of 2-in. framed spar doors, Is. 2 d. 
Deduct -10 feet of ledged doors - St l. 



For forming window in potato-store - 

262 feet of rough inch sheeting in potato- 
store - - - - - 4 d. 

80 feet of stnds under ditto - - 2d. 

40 feet of grooved posts for sheeting 6 d. 
94 feet of rough inch boards, in partitions 
25 feet of joist and platform - 



- This has been removal 
nuot be checked. 



- j - - The platform has b( 
| moved. 

- I This is removed. 
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Account and Valuation of Works done in addition to the Contract for erecting the Workhouse for the Londonderry Union — continued. 



sinking the floor of potato-store 
far a meal-kin - " 

ilfl feet of framed partition between the 
1 it's and matron’s rooms 

„ of skirting - 

jg j yarda of lath and plaster on partition - 

, jnor-cascs, and doors to staircases on the 
gcoad story - - - - - 



Is. 2 d. 



26 perches of brickwork - 
24 feet of stone capping - 
]6 feet of rough hearth - 
To trim and make good roof and slating 
To lead flashings and gutters round 



in bath-room - 



5 iron rods to secure hand-rail - 
(3 rrntilators, and setting them, ir 
B 30 provided for by contract 
3 chimney-pieces, with hearth-st 



hr extra timber in posts of shed: 

18i feet cubic of fir-timber, in difference 
of scantling 9 by 9, in place of oak 
posts 6 by 6 inches square 



U ventilators in roof of privies - 
12J feet of sash and glass in door, in place 
<f panels 



die entrance door-bell, and hung 

l*ete 

1 scullery door-cases and doors rca 
l^r of hinges - 
™ dteratioD in front of scullery 
‘ doota in dwarf walls to boys’ and girls’ yards 



and gutters : 

367 feet of metal-pipe - 1 ». 9 d. 

l>016feetof eaves-guttere, 4} in. Is. 3d, 
For 18 heads 6s., and 16 shoes 2 s. 

^°r painting the additional woodwork 
a door and door-case in corridor - 
*°r slate ventilators over kitchen and 
wash-house - 



mrement and Valuation 
by 

W. Hagerty. 



1 12 6 
- 13 - 
2 2 9 



4 8 3 
3 9 2 



2 2 1 

- 7 

15 10 



1 8 
- 12 



Charge made 
by 

Contractors. 



33 12 10 
67 14 8 
7 17- 
6 10 - 



Deductioi 

by 



Deductions 

by 

W. Hagerty. 



- - This is the correct value 
of the binn by measurement ; 
but it is very insufficient in 

- - This is a reasonable charge, 
but it might have been pro- 
vided, for in the contract 

- - Four doors are charged, at 
40 s. each ; two only can be 

[Note by Commissioners’ 
Architect.' — ■ There are four 
doors on second and third 
pair plan.] 



alteration made. 



- For master and matron’s 



The bell is very badly hung. 



- I - - The specification describ 
2 I iron railings to be set on tl 

dwarf walls, with two iron gates. In the plan it 
directed to be omitted, but the walls to be cope 
with stone, the joints cramped with iron. I coi 
sider the coping very insufficient ; the joints are m 
cramped, nor can they be, on account of the bs 
quality of the stone. 



60 3 2i' 269 12 -j 



The metal-pipes. 
Gutters. 

Shoes and heads. 



4e account the amount of deductions by the architect is 68 1. 13 f. 2jjd. : probably so 
26 November 1841. 



u are omitted to be placed i n the margin. 
William Hagerty. 



, been"" 



6l6. 



T T 



The 
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The ACCOUNT for FITTINGS, &c. 



lent and Valuation Charge made Deductions Deductions 
by by by by 

h Hagerty. Contractors. Commissioners. W. Hagerty. 



. d. I £. s. d. £. «. d. £. 



96 iron standards and screws - 3«. I 

470 feet of inch boards under feet of the I 



To setting them on brickwork, 540 - 

100 feet of wood-covers - 
Hinges, ropes, and sheaves to ditto 
2 metal cocks, and jointing with flanges 
To iron grates, doors, frames and dampers 



Tor setting in brickwork - - • » 

120 feet of cover 90 s., hinges, sheaves 
and ropes, 32s. - 

2 metal cocks and joints - 
For iron grates, frames, doors and 

For a boiler, 150 gallons, carriage and 

expenses 

For setting it in brickwork 
For cover 24s., hinges, ropes and 
sheaves, 15 s. - 
A cock, and jointing it - - 

For ironwork, grates, doors, frames, 
dampers, tec. 

Probationary Rooms : 

2 boilers for baths, with carriage and 

For setting them in brickwork - 
For covers and hinges - 

2 cocks, and jointing - 

For doors, grates and iron-works 

The small boiler in kitchen 
Setting it in brickwork, with cover and 
hinges - 

For cock, and jointing * 

For ironwork - 

To a crane, with winch, chain, &C. com- 
plete ------ 

124 cubic feet of Memel timber, with 
work, and nails in bearers, and head- 
piece for crane, and in platform, 

28 feet sup, of 6J inch hoarded plat- 
form - - - - - 7 rf. 
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The Account for Fittings, &c. — continued. 



aoij.room and several apartmt 
20 forms 8 feet long 
20 forma, 10 feet long - 
5 tables 



j dressers in store-re 
60 feet of dresser in < 
6 bearers under ditto 



yfc Kitchen and Sculler)- : 

for dresser and four tier of shelves in 
the kitchen ----- 
Foraaeullery sink, set on brick-work - 



fir hying on the water to the several yards 
ad apartments 

136 feet of 1 J-inch pipe, to supply 
kitchen, scullery and laundry - 2c. 

6 Idle and 1 stop-cock to ditto, and 
jointing them, 1) inch - - - 

!M feet of inch pipe - - - 

i cocks, and jointing ... 
230 feet of J inch pipe - - - 

14 ) inch cocks - 
1 10 feet of wood-bearers under pipes - 



|lh 

U feet superficial of sides, ends and 
bottoms of 1 bath, jointed with white 
lead, and painted - - I 1. 2 d. 

lj-inch brass ping and chain, and a 
fennel to conduct water into drain - 



For two baths 

F* lettering apartments O' 



Shelves in Store-room : 

« &tt of shelves, 9 inches wide, 4 d. 
4“ feet of standards and brackets, 4 d. 



| ^helves in Clothes-storc : 

1 h*t lineal of spars in shelves - Id. 
feet of standards under ditto, 3 by 

: : : :,ji 



and drawers in surgery 

‘ n ninin 8- ll 'dl : 

feet of lj inch bead and butt par- 
tition 

^ feet lineal iu the additional thick- 
j. 1 ^* of door-case - -id. 



ul uoor-case - - id. 

842 6 t! f d11 ' ’ ’ ' 8d - 

of spar over tye-beam and 

•fcs*. : ; ; nd : 



partition 

^ posts, line and appendages 



Charge made 
by 

Contractors. 


Deductions 

by 


Deductions 

by 

W. Hagerty. 


£. e. d. 
45 - - 
40 - - 


-uftJ 
1 1 


£. ,. d. 
7 10 - 
1 1 - 


9 10 - 
12 14 - 
4 5 - 


1 10 - 


- 14 - 

- 12 6 


3 15 - 


-15 - 


- 15 - 


3 10 - 


- 15 - 


1 1 6 


1 - - 




(Removed. ) 


II - - 


- 17 10 


- 17 10 


25 - - 






18 10 - 






75 - - 




22 2 4 


49 - - 


24 10 - 




10 10 - 




5 - - 


13 - - 




6 2 - 


5 10 - 






4 18 - 




2 12 4 


8 10 - 

11 10 - 




1 17 - 

2 10 - 


35 10 - 
13 10 - 


3 2 6 


,0 . 


907 2 - 


102 12 4 


174 4 4 



- - The cistern is capable of 
containing 1,000 gallons, the 

specified content required is 
only 700. The cistern is 
badly constructed, for want of 
a central tension bar ; it is 
unequal to the lateral pres- 
sure j the front is considerably 
forced out in the centre. 



amount between the contractor's account, with the architect's correction of it, and this statement, is caused by the charge for a desk 
26 „ 5 a P«rtment, whjch appears to be cancelled ; if this sum, 31. 15 s., be added to the lota it will make them correspond, 

° tnaW 1841 - (signed) William Hogerty. 



William Hogerty. 

Observations 
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328 CORRESPONDENCE between the POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS and 
Observations by the Commissioners’ Architect on Mr. Hagerty’s Statement. 

The objections made by Mr. Hagerty to the contractors’ account certified have been 
carefully gone through by Mr. Leeson, whose statements and explanations on the principal 
items are annexed. . , . .. 

Mr. Leeson is the person who was employed on the measurement and examination of 
the quantities and prices of the contractors’ account previous to its adjustment and great 
pains were taken, and considerable time was devoted to it. At that period I went carefully 
through every item before settling the same. I have now gone through Mr Hagerty s 
statement, and Mr. Leeson’s observations thereon, and I am confirmed that there is no 
sufficient reason for disturbing the account as adjusted. I may remark that there are 
several charges that the contractors were entitled to which are not included in the 

^Xe circumstance of Mr. Hagerty having made a considerable reduction in the amount 
is in my opinion, no just cause for considering the amount certified as too high a sum, for 
it would be no difficulty to find a surveyor who would prepare a statement on his own 
valuation of the work, showing grounds to make a yet further reduction. 

Geo. Wilkinson, 

Architect to Poor Law Commissioners. 



Observations by Assistant Architect, on the Deductions made by Mr. Hagerty on the 
Londonderry Union Workhouse Accounts for extra Works, referred to m Mr. Wilkinson s 
Observations. 



Platforms and Gangways.— The price set down by Mr. Hagerty is little more than the 
cost of the material laid on the carpenter’s bench; it should be considered that the bridge 
toll is very heavy, and that it required the assistance of one labourer to every two carpenters 
to handle the plank while planing and jointing. 

The following is a copy of my measurement and calculation from which I ascertained their 
value : 



29 cubic feet of timber in bushed trimmers under gang- 
ways - - - - ■ ■ “ -3 s. 6 d. 

C40| cubic feet of timber, in joists under platforms - 3 s. 9 d. 
1551 cubic feet of timber, planed and grooved, forming 
riser ---------4 s. 

77 squares 68 feet of inch boarding, on platforms) 15s 
grooved - - - - - ■ ~J 

9,379 lineal feet of hoop-iron, weight 17 cwt. 2 qrs. 14 lbs. 18s. 
31 squares 30 feet of three-inch plank gangways -6 1. 13s. 
75 feet lineal affacia, forming risers to return gangways- 4 d. 
1,523 feet lineal of rounded nosings to platforms - - Id. 

Amount of boarding and gangways - - - £. 
Floors as originally intended : £. s. d. 

957 £ cubic feet of joists - - 3s. 6d. - 167 11 

107 squares 50 feet of inch boarding 35s. - 188 2 

2 cwt. 2 qrs. 14 lbs. of hoop-iron - 18s.- 22 3 



£. 

5 

120 



Net Amount of alteration 



The above does not include any allowance for altering the joists as originally laid. 

Excavation. — The specification, on the contrary, is in favour of this change, the excavation 
deducted from the bill in consequence of the masonry being over the natural surface ot 
the building site. 

Rubble Masonry. — The price charged by the contractor is not too high ; the masonry wa® 
over the natural surface of the ground, and carried up with two fair faces. The contract 
price for the new barracks now erecting is 3jd. per cubic foot, or 8s. 6 d. per Irish perch; 
my deduction, 8 1. Is. 3d., is on quantity. 

Lead Flashings.— The specification did not contemplate lead flashings. 

Two Sheds in Yard. — My measured bill for these sheds amounted to 106/. 9 s. 7 d.; but 
Mr. Patterson having proved that sundry alterations had taken place during their erection, 
you agreed to allow him 122/. 17s. 3d. On looking over my notes, there appear some 
discrepancies between Mr. Hagerty and myself. He omitted the flagging between the 
framed posts, which form a curb, and also the painting. 

Strata Shed. — The, price allowed by Mr. Hagerty, 3d. per lineal foot for 9 and 3 scant' 
ling, is nearly what the contractor paid for the boards at the merchant’s yard ; nothing h ® 
been allowed for cutting them to waste, men’s time, putting them up, nails or profit. It 
no matter if they had been used for scaffolding, the timber is sound and good. My ® e8 ' 
sured bill for this inclosure amounts to 13/. 11s. , ,, 

Window 
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Windows in Infirmary. — I cannot recollect this charge. The arches over the infirmary 
doors are filled in with Louvre boarding, blocks, frame, &c., and painted. 

Railed Doors to Kitchen and Wash-house. — My estimate for forming these opens, and 
filling-in with railed doors and frames, amounts to 8 1. 15s. 4 d., from which I deduct 
3/. Os. lid. for doors and frames, as originally set therein, leaving a sum of 5 1. 14s. 5 d., 
which I consider the fair value of the work. 

Railed Doors and Frames to Staircases. — There are two doors at head of stone stairs, 
one pair, and two doors on the second pair floors, my measured bill for which amounts to 
6 /. 11s. 2d., deduction, 1 /. 8s. 10d., which together makes 8/., as charged by the 
contractor. 

Extra Chimney Shafts. — When Mr. Hagerty made a deduction, 8 1. 2s., from these 
chimney shafts, he could not be aware of the circumstances under which they were built, 
the house having been nearly completed at the time. If the expenses of shoring-up the 
floors and roofs, gutting the walls for flues, corbelling for ditto, cutting the lead gutters, 
scaffolding for shafts, difficulty of service, and afterwards making good the gutters and 
slating, putting in trimmers for hearths, &c., were taken into consideration, the usual prices 
for works would never pay. I look upon the charge made by the contractors as very 
reasonable. 

Bath Rooms. — The alterations here charged for have been executed. 

Extra Scantlings. — The valley-pieces in roof of dining-hall are double the specified 
thickness; the hip-pieces of kitchen and wash-house roofs, I am of opinion, were also 
increased. I did not measure the extra scantling, but the item does not seem unreasonable. 

Eave-shutes. — I have allowed Is. 4 d. per lineal foot for eave-shutes, and Is. lOd. for 
down pipes, including painting, which I consider a fair price. My deductions arise from 
a difference in quantity. 

Bedsteads, Head-rails. — There is no allowance made for stone blocks, into which the 
cast-iron bedsteads are cramped, nor for opening and making good the mortar floors. 
These blocks are 9 inches long, 6 inches wide and 8 inches thick, chisseled on upper sur- 
face, and squared. Mr. Hagerty’s price and mine agree as"" to the value of the bedsteads 
for adult paupers. 

The price allowed for the boards under foot of bedsteads is too low ; the scantling to 
which they are secured is not taken into account. The idiots’ bedsteads are cheap at the 
contractor’s price. 

I £. s. d. 



244 feet lineal of 3 and l£ w. scantling 

86 ) superficial of inch deal - 

51 - ditto - of £-inch ditto - - - - 


- 3 d. 

- 6 d. 

- 4 d. 


3 14 

2 3 3 

- 17 - 




£. 


6 13 



Contractor’s price, 5 /. 8 s. 

Boilers. — The sum allowed by Mr. Hagerty for setting boilers is quite ridiculous. The 
Ordnance contract for setting coppers is Is. 6 d. per cubic foot, measuring the whole as 
solid. I have calculated that setting one 300-gallon boiler at the above price would amount 
to about the sum allowed by M r. Hagerty for setting two. 



Deal Tables. — Measurement of a table 11 feet long, as executed at the Londonderry 
Union Workhouse : — 



30£ superficial of deal top, reduced - 
24$- lineal w,, and framed sides and ends, 6 and 1 £ - 
9£ ditto of ditto, in legs, 3 and 3 - - - - 

8 ditto of ditto, rails 3 \ and 1 J 



You will, I am confident, consider the above prices reasonable. 
Eight-feet forms: — 

1 1 J superficial of reduced deal seat - 
15J lineal of side laths, 3£ and 1 - - - 





£. s. d. 


- 6 d. 


- 15 1£ 


- 4 d. 


- 8 -i 


- 4 d. 


- 3 li 


- 2 \d. 


- 1 8J 


£. 


1 8 - 




s. d. 


- 6 d. 


5 6 


2d. 


2 8 




8 2 



Baths. — This is a fair deduction. My estimate, or rather measurement, for these baths 
amounts to 4/. 10 5. 3d. ; it was clearly an oversight to deduct only 4 1. from the contractor’s 
charge of 13 1. 

Shelves in Stores, — I have gone into a very close calculation for fitting these stores, and 
I am confident the prices charged by the contractor are reasonable. 

616. TT 3 Partition 



I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Londonderry 

Union. 



mage digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



1 . 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Londonderry 

Union. 



330 CORRESPONDENCE between the POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS and 

Partition in Dining-hall . — The price I allowed for this partition is reasonable. I would 
have sent you my measured bill, but fearing you may think I have already spent too much 
time over tlie matter. 

Mr. Patterson declines making any remarks on the subject further than his determination 
not to submit to his account being cut up by Mr. Hagerty. 

16 December 1841. John Leeson. 

Examined. — See my observations at foot of Mr. Hagerty ’s statement. 

Geo. Wilkinson, 

Architect to Poor Law Commissioners. 



Letter from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 11036 D. 41.) 

Gentlemen, Londonderry, 30th November 1841. 

I am directed by the Hoard of Guardians for the Londonderry Union to inform you that 
they have resolved (subject to your approbation) to expend a sum not exceeding 70/. in 
erecting a stable and a house for keeping pigs at the Union Workhouse. 

The Guardians have, with your sanction, expended the sum of 90 1. in inclosing a burial- 
place and manure-yard; these sums, making in all 160 2., the Guardians are desirous of 
borrowing from the Exchequer Bill Loan Commissioners, along with the remainder still 
due to the contractors for building the workhouse. 

The Guardians have also under consideration the propriety of inclosing the buildings and 
grounds with a boundary wall, about 10 feet high, the cost of which they also contemplate 
borrowing from the Government ; but their arrangements in this particular are not yet so 
far advanced as to enable them to state the probable sum that may be required ; but they 
hope to be able in due time, before they are required to send forward the necessary bonds 
for this additional sum, to be in a position tq state to you the sum they would ask for erecting 
the boundary wall. 

I have. See. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, Samuel Kennedy, 

Dublin. Clerk to the Board of Guardians. 



Letter from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 11542 D. 41.) 

Gentlemen, Londonderry, 18th December 1841. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians for the Londonderry Union to refer to their letter 
of the 30th ultimo, requesting your sanction that they should be permitted to expend 70/. 
jn building a stable and piggery at the Union Workhouse; also setting forth a previous 
expenditure of 90/. in making a burial-place and a manure-yard. 

The Guardians have now resolved (subject to your approbation) to expend a sum not 
exceeding 400 /. in inclosing the buildings and grounds with a boundary wall 10 feet high ; 
and they are desirous that these different sums, amounting in all to 560/., should be borrowed 
from the Exchequer Bill Loan Commissioners, along with the amount required from them to 
pay oft’ the contractors for building the workhouse. 

I have, See. 

Samuel Kennedy, 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. Clerk to the Guardians. 



Minutes of Guardians, 22d January 1842. 

(No. 1039 D. 42.) 

Resolyed, That the memorandum of agreement prepared by the clerk for the contracts 
pf slating and plumbing be forwarded to the Commissioners for their approval, in conformity 
with the 9 2d section of the Poor Relief Act. 

The contractor for keeping the slating in repair communicated to the Board that there 
were leaks in the roof at both ventilators in the main building and the infirmary building 
at the base of the chimneys between the dining-hall and the infirmary, also in the male 
idiot ward and the women’s probationary ward, and generally that the Roman cement round 
the chimneys was insufficient to keep out the rain, with a request that the same would be 
amended, or an allowance made to him for repairing the above specified faults. 

Resolved, That this statement be referred to the Poor Law Commissioners, and that 
their attention be directed to the defective state in which the contractors have left the 
building. 

Note . — Referred to the architect, 3Jst January 1842. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No. 153G D. 42.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 10th February 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners transmit herewith an order requiring the Board of Guardians 
to borrow the further sum of 1,400/. for the completion of tne workhouse. The Commis- 
sioners also forward a statement of the former loan, and the expenditure of it; from which 
ft will appear that since the date of the Commissioners’ letter of the 17th September last, 

the 
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the sum of 62/. 7 s. 2 d. has been brought to the credit of the Union on account of interest 
which had accrued on the Exchequer Bills, and the sum of 21 1. has been debited to the 
Union on account of the solicitor’s fees for preparing the deeds of charge. The difference, 
namely, 41/. 7s. 2 d., having been included in a payment since made to the contractor, the 
sum due to him, as specified in the Commissioners’ letter above referred to, is reduced by 
so much; and the amount now to be borrowed accordingly consists of the following 
items; namely, 

_ , £. s. d. 

Balance certified to be due to the contractor - - 747 - - 

* Estimated amount required for stabling and piggery * - 70 — - , 

» » ,, for burial ground - - - 90 - — t 

» » „ for boundary wall - 400 - - 1 

£. 1,307 - *• 

Estimated amount that may be required for contingencies, as 
solicitor’s fees for preparing deed of charge, &c., and to 
make even sum. Exchequer Bills not being sold of less 
amount than 50/. - 93 _ ^ 

Amount to be borrowed - - £. l ,400 - - 

Should the whole of the above amount not be required, so much only will be called for as 
is necessary ; and the surplus will in this, as in other cases, be returned to the credit of the 
Union without charge. „ , Cl , _ , 

15y order ot the Hoard, 

lo the Clerk of the Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Londonderry Union. 

Accounts enclosed in foregoing Letter, with detailed Particulars of Expenditure. 

Statement of former Loan, and Expenditure out of it. 

Estimate upon which the order to borrow 8,700 /. was grounded, and for loan of which 
application was made by the Guardians : — 

_ £. s. d. 

•lo purchase workhouse site ------ 725 — - 

Amount of contract for building the workhouse - 6,780 - - 

Estimated cost of fittings and works not provided for by the 
contract gOO - - 

Estimated contingencies, such as payment of the clerk of the 

works’ salary, law expenses, £cc. ----- 395 _ - 



Londonderry 

Union. 



Of which the first advance was granted on the 
14th November 1839 £. 4,000 - 

Second advance on the 28th May 1840 - - 4,700 - 



Amount of loan - -- -- -- - 8,700 - - 

Interest which has accrued on the Exchequer Bills - - 62 7 2 



Summary of Expenditure. 
Paid for workhouse site : 

Purchase-money - 
Interest thereon - 

Paid the contract for building the workhouse 
Paid for ironmongery - 

Paid contingencies: 

Clerk of the works - - - - 

Law Costs : 

Crown solicitor’s costs - 49 - 6 

Exchequer Bill Loan : 

Commissioners’ solicitor’s costs, 21 - - 

Advertisements ------ 



£. 8,762 7 2 



-£.762 5 10 
15 17 7 



£. 8,762 7 2 
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Workhouses Account showing the outstanding Liabilities incurred and the farther Amount required 



Londonderry 

Union. 



for the payment of the Builders’ Accounts. 

Builders’ Accounts : £. e. d. 

Amount of contract for building - £• 6,780 - — 

Account for additional works, fittings, 

fixtures, &c. 1 » 656 1 5 , . 

8,436 1 5 

Paid to the contractors, as per the foregoing detailed account 7,689 1 5 

Balance due to the contractors - - - £• 747 -- 



Letter from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

^ N °" Gentlemen^ Londonderry, 12th February 1842. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians of the Londonderry Union to inform you that 
they have had under consideration your order, dated the 5th instant, for borrowing 1,400/. 
for the completion of the workhouse ; also your letter of explanation, dated the 10th instant, 
No 1536 D together with the accompanying documents ; upon which the Guardians have 
resolved that a communication should be addressed to you in reply, requesting you would 
take into consideration their letter of remonstrance, dated the 7th of December 1841, 
against the charges contained in the contractors’ accounts for extra work and that the 
consideration of the application for borrowing this additional sum be deferred till the Board 
have your reply. I have, te. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, , Samuel Kennedy, __ 



Clerk to the Board of Guardians. 



Extract from Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 17th February 1842. 

(Nos. 7898, 1841 ; 1916 D. 42.) . 

The Commissioners desire to state, that the Irish Poor Relief Act having vested the 
entire responsibility of providing the workhouses in the Commissioners, they have felt it 
their duty to make all the arrangements for that purpose with stnet regard to economy and 
the interest of the Unions. . , „ 

With reference to the reductions proposed in the contractors accounts by Mr. Hagerty, 
the Commissioners desire to state, that the accounts for the Londonderry Workhouse have, 
like those for other workhouses, been minutely and carefully examined by their architect 
with reference to the works being included in the contract or not, with reference to the 
quantities charged for. and with reference to the prices. It is scarcely to be expected that 
any account that might be subjected to the examination of different professional men should 
not give rise to some difference of opinion as to particular items, but the Commissioners 
consider that their architect is in a condition which enables him better to decide upon the 
propriety of the charges than another who had no part in the arrangements for providing 
this and other workhouses ; and as the terms of the contract stipulate that his award shall 
be conclusive, and that all allowances or deductions for extra or omitted works respectively 
shall be ascertained and settled by the architect of the Commission, the Commissioners are 
not prepared to alter the amount to be paid to the contractor, as certified by him. 

The Commissioners accordingly request that the Guardians will, at their next meeting, 
sign the application for the further loan, in compliance with the Commissioners order. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(N °' Gentlemen 2 * Londonderry, 19th February 1842. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians for the Londonderry Union to transmit you 
the enclosed application to the Exchequer Bill Loan Commissioners for an additional loan 
of 1,400/. for completing the building, fitting and furnishing of the Union Workhouse. 

I have, &c. 



To the Poor Law Commissioners, 
Dublin. 



Samuel Kennedy, 
Clerk to the Board of Guardians. 



Minute of Guardians, 30th April 1842. 

^ Read a letter from the Commissioners of Public Works, stating that their architect would 
be sent down to inspect the workhouse buildings. n 

Resolved, That tne committee on the building accounts be requested to meet Mr. uwe , 
the architect to the Board of Public Works, for the purpose of pointing out any detec 
in the buddings. Letter 
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Letter from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 7244 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Londonderry, 11th June 1842. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians of the Londonderry Union to inform you that 
they have had under consideration a letter from the medical attendant, which was supported 
by a representation from the visiting committee, to the effect, that the earthern floors in the 
cells and rooms at the idiot wards continue to be so damp (notwithstanding that fires have 
been kept constantly in them) as to be prejudicial to the health of the inmates. The 
Guardians have thereupon resolved, subject to your approval, that these floors should be 
boarded at the same time as the other works, which you have sanctioned by your letter of 
the 9th instant (No. 6707) are done. 

The Guardians therefore request you will have the goodness to give the necessary direc- 
tions in this matter. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Sam. Kennedy, 

Dublin. Clerk to the Board of Guardians. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No. 6977 D. 42.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 16th June 1842. 

Referring to the minutes of proceedings of the Board of Guardians of the Londonderry 
Union on the 4th instant, the Poor Law Commissioners request that they may be fur- 
nished with a copy of the letter of the medical officer of the workhouse adverted to therein, 
relative to the dampness of the ground-floors in the idiot wards. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Londonderry Union. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 7520 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Londonderry, 18th June 1842. 

I beg to send you the enclosed copy of the letter from medical officer in reference to the 
boarding of the floors of the idiot wards, as required by your letter of the 16th instant. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Sam. Kennedy, 

Dublin. Clerk to the Board of Guardian. 

Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 

Gentlemen, Workhouse, 3d June 1842. 

As you are about having some alterations made in the house, permit me to suggest the 
propriety of having the floors of the idiot wards and cells boarded. 

These apartments, now 18 months in use, with fires continually through the day, still 
continue damp, which, in my opinion, has caused disease and bad health amongst the 
inmates. 

I have, &c. 

To the Board of Guardians. B. White. 

Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 27th June 1842. 

The Commissioners desire to state, that the Assistant Commissioner in charge of the Union 
will be directed to inspect the wards, and report upon their state before any decision is come 
to in the matter. 



Further Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 4th August 1842. 

Referring to your letter of the 18th June last, relative to the floors of the idiot wards in 
the workhouse of the Londonderry Union, the Poor Law Commissioners desire to state that 
6 • 6. U U they 
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they have communicated with their architect and with the Assistant Commissioner on the 
subject ; and boarded floors not having been considered necessary in other workhouses, and 
the construction of the floors in the Londonderry Workhouse not being such as to call for 
the change, the Commissioners see no sufficient reason for incurring the expense of board- 
ing them. 

To the Clerk of the Guardians of By order of the Board, 

Londonderry Union. Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 9800 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Londonderry, 8th August 1842. 

Referring to your letter of the 4th instant, No. 7520 D., relative to the flooring of the 
idiot wards at the Londonderry Workhouse, I am directed to inform you, that upon this 
letter being read in the Board of Guardians on the 6th instant, it was resolved, 

That it is the opinion of this Board, that the change in the flooring of the idiot wards 
referred to in the letter of the Commissioners dated the 4th instant, is absolutely necessary, 
from the extreme damp state of the earthen floors and the confined situation of the wards ; in 
which view they are confirmed by the opinion of medical men of much experience in such 
matters. They, therefore, feel it their duty to urge in the strongest manner the alteration 
recommended, and to apply again to the Commissioners, that their sanction be no longer 
withheld from a work called for by humanity, and rendered necessary by the imperfect 
execution of this part of the buildings of the workhouse. 

I have, &c. 

Sam. Kennedy , 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Clerk to the Board of Guardians. 

Dublin. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

15th August 1842. 

The Commissioners desire to state, that Mr. Gilbert, Assistant Commissioner, will shortly 
visit the workhouse, and they wdl withhold their final decision in the matter until he shall 
have had an opportunity of communicating with the Guardians, and reporting to the Com- 
missioners on the subject. 



Further Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(Nos. 9800 D. 42, & 10715 D. 42.) 1st September 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration the correspondence with 
the Board of Guardians of the Londonderry Union on the subject of the substitution of 
wooden flooring in the idiot wards of the workhouse, and the Commissioners desire to state, 
that they have received a further report from their Assistant Commissioner on the subject, 
and, under all the circumstances, they will not further object to the floors of the idiot wards 
being boarded, as proposed by the Board of Guardians. 



STRABANE UNION. 



Strabane Union. Minute of Guardians, 5th January 1841. 

(No. 107 D. 41.) 

The following resolution was moved by Captain Sinclair, and seconded by John Holmes, 
esq., That the Guardians having borrowed the sum of 8,300 1 . for the use of the Strabane Union, 
solemnly protest against the appropriation of any part of it to fitting up or furnishing the 
workhouse, but by their own agency. That the 35th Clause of the Poor Law provides 
that the Guardians, under the direction of' the Commissioners, shall fit and furnish the 
workhouse. That the unsatisfactory conduct of the Commissioners in providing the 
Strabane Workhouse, and the plan on which they have framed an estimate for fitting up 
and furnishing it, determine the Guardians to a vigilant exercise of all the power of control 
which the law has left them. 

That the Guardians call on the Commissioners to have the meaning of the 35th clause 
of the Poor Law publicly declared by competent legal authority, that the humiliating nature 
of its provisions may not continue aggravated by their uncertainty. 

Extract 
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Extract from Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

16th January 1841. 

The Commissioners being responsible, under the provisions of the Irish Poor Relief Act, 
for the outlay of the sums borrowed for providing workhouses in the several Unions in Ireland, 
have in all cases ordered that the contractors for erecting the workhouses should supply 
the fixtures as well as the fittings of a durable nature, consisting of the bedsteads, tables 
and forms required for the paupers’ rooms, subject to valuation by the Commissioners’ 
architect, excepting in cases where the Guardians of any Union may be desirous that these 
articles, together with the furniture required for the board-room and offices, should be 
obtained by local contracts, which latter articles may be also charged on the loan, as far 
as the sum borrowed will apply. 

In the Strabane Union the fittings for the paupers’ rooms have not yet been prepared 
by the contractors, and the Guardians may thereto re obtain local proposals for their supply, 
subject to the Commissioners’ approval, if they wish to do so. 



Minutes of Guardians, 19th January 1841. 

(No. 331 D. 41.) 

The Poor Law Commissioners’ letter of the 16th instant having been read, 

The Assistant Commissioner stated, that, in accordance with the letter from the Com- 
missioners just read, the bedsteads, tables, and forms, which had been previously ordered 
of the contractor for the workhouse, had been countermanded, in order that the Guardians 
might have open tenders received for the same, should they wish it ; there were, however, 
a few bedsteads already made, which he proposed should be taken from the contractor, as 
originally intended. 

Moved by Captain Sinclair, seconded by Captain Humfrey, and passed unanimously, 
That the Board shall immediately advertise in the for proposals for supplying 

the Strabane Workhouse with the following articles of furniture ; to wit — (the articles specified 
in the Commissioners letter of 16th instant.) 

Moved by Captain H umfrey , and seconded by M r. J ones, That a commi ttee, consisting of the 
five persons undernamed, shall proceed to Derry to-morrow, and examine the fittings, clothing 
and bedding in the different public institutions, and make a report to the next Board of 
Guardians, expressing their opinion of those most eligible to be provided for the Strabane 
Workhouse. 

Moved by Mr. O’Neill, and seconded by Mr. Smyly, That it is the opinion of this Board, 
That it would be for the interest of this Union that” every thing required to be provided for 
or supplied to the workhouse, should be advertised for and open to competition, and no con- 
tract entered into until it is first submitted to this Board. 

Mr. Seymour was then called, and inquired at respecting his knowledge of what had been 
sunk for extra depth of the foundation, and stated he had marked it on the plans, but had 
not calculated the quantities, the work not being finished. 

Moved by Captain Sinclair, seconded by Captain Humfrey, and carried unanimously, That 
the Strabane Board of Guardians beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of a letter from the 
Poor Law Commissioners, dated the 16th instant, and inform the Commissioners they had 
unanimously resolved to advertise for proposals for fitting up the workhouse of their Union, 
and supplying it with furniture, when the Honourable Mr. Clements, the Asistant Commis- 
sioner, stated, that the Commissioners did not mean to permit the Guardians to fit up the 
workhouse as well as to provide furniture for it. 

The Guardians, therefore, beg leave to call the attention of the Commissioners to their 
resolution of the 5th instant, to request an answer, on which they may act forthwith. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Gentlemen, 4th February 1841. 

The Poor Ca>/ Commissioners have had under consideration the minutes of proceedings 
of the Strabane Board of Guardians on the 19th ultimo, by which it appears that the 
Guardians are desirous of providing the necessary fixtures for the workhouse by advertise- 
ment, in the same way as the fittings and furniture. 

With respect to the latter, the Guardians are aware that the Commissioners never object 
to the Guardians providing these articles whenever they may wish to do so in the way 
referred to, subject to the inspection and approval of the Commissioners’ architect. In 
most cases, however, it has been deemed better to obtain the bedsteads, forms and tables 
from the contractor on the principle of measure and value, which, if apparently somewhat 
more expensive at first, will generally be found to effect a saving in the end, by ensuring 
fhe supply of better articles. 

616. U U 2 As 
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As regards the fixtures, however, the case is different. These are, in fact, parts of the 
building, and must be provided and put up by the contractor in the progress of its erection, 
and it will not be complete as a building without them. When so provided and incorporated 
with it, they will then, in common with the rest of the premises, become vested in the Com- 
missioners in trust for the Union. It is true, the boilers, grates, stoves, pipes, dressers and 
shelves, which constitute the fixtures, are not included in the contract, it having been deemed 
better to omit them, and arrange for them separately, as well as the locks, hinges and other 
fastenings, but they all are, nevertheless, fixtures, and constitute essential portions of the 
building, which the Commissioners are solely responsible for providing. 

Even if this were not the case, it would be necessary that the present course should be 
pursued, and that these articles should be provided by the contractor, under the Commis- 
sioners’ directions ; for it would be impossible to have other parties and other sets of work- 
men employed fixing boilers, grates, pipes, &c. without causing much confusion, loss of 
time, and great inconvenience, as well as a certain increase of expense, without any counter- 
vailing advantage whatever. 

On these grounds the Commissioners cannot sanction the Board’s resolution to advertise 
for proposals for fitting up the workhouse, understanding that the Guardians mean thereby 
the procuring of the necessary fixtures, all which the Commissioners have already taken the 
necessary steps for providing on the best terms and of the best quality. 

By order of the Board, 

W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 

To the Chairman and Board of Guardians 
of the Strabane Union. 



Minutes of Guardians, 9th February 1841. 

(No. 775 D. 41.) 

The Poor Law Commissioners’ letter of the 4th instant was read, intimating to the Board, 
it being imperative on them to have the fixtures put up by the contractor for the workhouse 
in the progress of the building. 

The report of the committee appointed to visit the different public institutions at Derry 
was also read, when it was resolved, that the same be submitted to the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners, calling their attention to the circumstances therein stated, and to request they 
would give their attention to it, in order that similar inconveniences, if found to exist, may 
not be introduced into the Strabane Workhouse. 

“ Your committee beg leave to report, that in obedience to their instructions, they visited, 
on Wednesday, the 20th January, tne Gaol and Lunatic Asylum at Derry, to compare the 
fittings, the furniture and clothing of these institutions with similar matters in the work- 
house. 

“ Boilers are used for cooking ; the clothing is very good ; there is nothing worthy of notice 
in the furniture. 

“ Whilst visiting the workhouse, your committee had the advantage of being accompanied 
by Mr. Gilmour, a Guardian of the Derry Union, who devotes much of his valuable time to 
the charitable institutions of his neighbourhood. 

“ In the cooking apartment, your committee found a great deal of room unnecessarily 
occupied by boilers, one of which would prepare food for 600 people, whilst the numbers in 
the house had not as yet exceeded 400 ; the apartments have each an iron stove, not 
well calculated to distribute heat, though said to be wasteful of fuel ; Mr. Gilmour stated 
that it was intended to alter the position of the stoves. 

“ The tables and forms are of deal, and display no extraordinary workmanship. The bed- 
steads are slips of deal, plainly nailed together, with feet of cast-iron. 

“ The gangways are inequalities formed by sinking about three feet all along the centre of 
the floor, and leaving on either side an elevation of perhaps six inches, on which the beds 
are spread, a contrivance which your committee fear would cause an accumulation of dirt, 
without any possible advantage. 

“The bedding is not of superior quality; the clothing of the females seems good ; that of 
the males very inferior ; some of the boys were in rags. 

“ The ground-floors are of a composition which in the female school-room looked very well ; 
in that of the boys it approached to mud ; the other apartments were not as dry as might 
be wished. 

“ The dining-halls are large, and might have had apartments over them, so as to save 
much roofing ; there are other wastes, which give a notion that economy has not been 
studied by the planners of the building. 

“ A ward for epileptic paupers, omitted in the original plan, has been added by desire of 
the Guardians, and is still far from what might be wished. 

“ A pump had been provided in one of the yards ; but when the committee saw it, it had 
sunk considerably. 

“ Your committee submit that the Guardians should consider whether flagging would not 
make a better floor than the Derry composition ; and whether steaming or boiling should be 
used for cooking. 

“ If boiling is preferred, your committee recommend that one large and one small boiler 
only shall he provided. 

“ Your committee recommend that a better mode of heating the apartments shall be sought 
than that employed in Derry, and that the gangway project shall be rejected. ^ 
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« They recommend that bedsteads shall be used in all the sleeping-rooms. 

tt They prefer woollen clothing to the substitute at Derry Workhouse, and they were advised 
to recommend blankets of Irish manufacture. 

“Finally, your committee recommend a minute inspection of the Strabane Workhouse in 
its present state, a careful examination of its plan, and a consultation with the clerk of the 
works, that some of the defects of the Derry establishment may be avoided as far as time 
and circumstances will permit. 

“ Your committee do not mean, by employing the term ‘ workhouse’ in this report, to give 
the notion of labour or test, as connected with the Derry establishment. They found no able- 
bodied labourers. Old age, infirmity and helpless youth are sheltered in an almshouse, with 
which the idea of a test cannot by any effect of the imagination be associated. 

(signed) “ B. G. Humfrey. “ Francis O’Neill. 

“ James Sinclair. “ William Ligerson.” 

“ John Holmes. 

Moved by Captain Sinclair, That a committee be appointed to inspect the Strabane Work- 
house, and report to the Board their opinion as to tne proper proceeding being pursued 
there. 

Resolved, That the clerk do write to the Poor Law Commissioners for specifications of 
the bedsteads, tables and forms to be provided for the workhouse ; as soon as it arrives, 
advertisements to be issued, according to a form agreed upon, and inserted in the Derry 
Journal and Sentinel. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 6th March 1841 . 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration the minute of proceedings of 
the Board of Guardians of the Strabane Union, on the 9th ultimo, containing a report of 
the committee appointed to visit the Londonderry Workhouse ; and having directed their 
architect to report thereon, the Commissioners now transmit a copy of his report for the 
information of tile Guardians. 

With respect to the specifications of bedsteads, tables and forms for the workhouse, the 
Commissioners desire to state that they will be forwarded on Monday or Tuesday next. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 

Strabane Union, Strabane. 



Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Gentlemen, 6th March 1841 . 

I beg to submit the following remarks on the report of the visiting committee of the 
Board of Guardians of the Strabane Union, which has been referred to me for my observa- 
tions with reference to the fittings for the workhouse. 

The boilers at Derry are provided to cook for the full establishment. To have made less 
provision would have entailed great confusion and irregularity in supplying the meals to a 
full house, at a time when the greatest order is required. It is considered, from experience 
in other houses, that the provision for cooking in Derry is not more than sufficient ; and as 
the expense of fuel is the chief consideration, “this may now be as well attended to as if less 
boilers were provided, inasmuch as all the boilers need not be used at the same time for a 
limited establishment, neither is the same extent of fire under each boiler necessary at all 
times. The boiiers for potatoes and stir-about are separate ; there are two boilers for 
potatoes ; had there been one only, it would take too long a time to serve the meals. Steam 
could not well be used, except for the potatoes, and the experience of the use of steam, and 
of the use of boilers, has hitherto been in favour of the latter, from their greater simplicity, 
and requiringYees attention. 

The stoves at Derry were originally made without dampers in the flues, which is an 
advantage, and will be introduced in the stoves at Strabane. 

The gangways have been found to answer satisfactorily where they have been some time 
in use, and are considered to allow greater facility for cleaning out the rooms than where 
bedsteads are used, independent of the great saving in cost, which recommends their 
adoption. 

The mortar floors have not yet had a favourable season for drying, but after the next 
summer I am persuaded they will become perfectly dry and hard. They are attended with 
a great saving over the stone floors, for the first cost of which the mortar floors can, in 
most cases, be three times renewed. They are also in a much greater degree less expensive 
than deal. Independently of their superior economy, they are moreover considered better 

616. u U 3 suited 



Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Strabane Union. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Slrabane Union. 



338 CORRESPONDENCE between the POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS and 

suited to the habits of the people than either stone or deal, the former being cold for the 
naked feet of persons, most of them accustomed to earth floors, and the deal, in addition to 
being liable to rot from continual wet tramping, are also much more opposed to the habits 
of the people than either stone or mortar floors. 

To substitute stone at this time for mortar floors at Strabane will entail an increased cost 
of about 300 1 and to use brick will increase the cost about 20 1. more than stone ; and 
either one or the other I consider to be altogether unnecessary. 

The dining-hall appears to be considered by the committee a wasteful construction, from 
having no room over it ; but to have erected a story over this hall would have deprived it of 
an advantage which it now possesses, and which is so necessary, namely, the great height 
and airiness obtained by the open roof, which, if lost, would make it necessary to raise the 
walls much higher ; and this, especially with the addition of another story, as suggested, 
would have a very injurious effect, by interfering with the air and ventilation of the yards. 
The dining-hall is, I consider, in its best form and position, and to have erected another 
story over” it would have cost as much as to obtain the same accommodation in other parts 
of the building, better suited for it. 

In conclusion, I beg to add, that I am of opinion the arrangements which have been 
made by your Board, and those which are further intended, will, on the whole, be found the 
most convenient, and best for the interests of the Union. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. Geo. Wilkinson, Architect. 



Minutes of Guardians, 9th March 1841. 

(No. 1611 D. 41.) 

Read the Poor Law Commissioners’ letter of 6th instant, with copy of the architect’s 
report in reply, to that of the committee, made on visiting the Derry Workhouse. 

The report of the visiting committee to the Strabane Workhouse was read, as follows: — 

“ In compliance with the resolution of the Board, your committee visited the poor-house 
on Tuesday, the 16th of February 1841. Your committee beg leave to report that, from 
the unfinished state of the building, they do not feel justified in giving an opinion on the 
internal arrangements. 

“ They, however, cannot avoid expressing their surprise, that in a building to cost 8,000 1. 
the principal floors are composed of mixed earth, a material they consider ill adapted for 
a public institution, where cleanliness ought to be one of its first considerations ; and your 
committee are of opinion that tiles or flags should be substituted. 

“ They also disapprove of having the beds of the second story laid on the floor, and would 
recommend bedsteads, with feet from six to twelve inches in height throughout the building. 
With respect to the heating of the house, your committee would recommend grates, unless 
the stoves are placed in a more advantageous position than was described by the master- 
superintendent. 

“ Your committee made very particular inquiry about the sinking for water, and are of 
opinion, that although no water has appeared, the place is necessary as a reservoir for 
water, the supply from the spring being less than at times might be required. 

“ The kitchen appears small, and the dining-hall curiously constructed. 

“ In conclusion, vour committee beg to state they were accompanied through the building 
bv the master-superintendent and the clerk of the works, both of whom seemed very 
anxious to answer any questions and give eveiy information in their power. 

(signed) “ John Rogers. “ John En trican. 

“ Robert Smyly. “ James Craig.” 

“ Robert Alexander. 

The following resolution was moved by Captain Sinclair, seconded by John Holmes, esq., 
and passed unanimously. That the Strabane Board of Guardians again earnestly request 
the Commissioners will procure further satisfaction and guidance for the opinion of the law 
officers of the Crown on the latter part of the 35th section of the Poor Law, as to “ whether 
the Commissioners are or are not entitled to fit up with boilers, stoves and pipes the Union 
Workhouse without the instrumentality of the Guardians, or whether or not the Guardians 
are to fit it up under the directions of the Commissioners.” 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 11th March 1841. 

The Commissioners desire to state, with reference to this resolution, that although they 
entertain no doubt upon the point in question, yet they will, in deference to the wish 
expressed by the Board of Guardians, take an early opportunity of obtaining the opinion 
of the law officers of the Crown thereupon. 



Further 
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Fort 11 er Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 17th March 1841. 
(No. 1797 D. 41.) 

The Commissioners desire to state, that they laid the papers before (he Solicitor-general 
for Ireland as soon as they were aware of his return to Dublin, in compliance with the wish 
of the Guardians, and that he has given an opinion on the subject, of which the Com- 
missioners transmit a copy for their information. 
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Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 

Opinion of the Solicitor-general for Ireland, 13th March 1841. 

(No. 1797“ D. 41.) 

I have read the document sent, as also the Poor Law Act, and particularly the 35th 
and 36th sections, and I have been asked my opinion whether the Poor Law Commissioners 
have or have not the power of placing in a workhouse the boilers, grates and all articles ol 
that description, which are usually attached to the building, or whether the Commissioners 
have only the power of ordering the Guardians to have such work done. In my opinion, 
the power of placing in a workhouse the boilers and articles of that description is in the 
Commissioners, if they think fit to exercise it; and I think it probable that they would 
have the means of providing articles of that kind of a better quality and at a cheaper rate 
than the Guardians of any individual Union would. 

It appears to me that, taking the 35th and 36tli sections together, the Commissioners 
have full power over the intended workhouse until they have declared it fit for the reception 
of the poor, and that they may, according to their judgment, make the necessary- 
expenditures on it ; for by the 36th section the power of directing an expenditure by the 
Commissioners is only to cease “ after the period at which the Commissioners shall have 
declared the workhouse of the Union fit for the reception of destitute poor.” I draw from 
this section a plain inference, that the full power over the workhouse, and what is to be 
done to it, is in the Commissioners until they have declared it fit for the reception of the 
poor; and, besides, I do not see how a building without boilers, grates and articles of that 
description, could be considered as fit for the reception of the poor. 

I think that the language of the 35th section is consistent with this view ; for by it the 
Commissioners may order, &c., but there is nothing in that section saying that they must 
do so, and the fair construction of both sections, 1 think, is this, that the Commissioners 
have full power over the workhouse until they declare it to be fit for the reception of the 
poor ; that up to that time they have authority to make all necessary expenditures for the 
purpose, or they may, if they think fit, direct the Guardians to make those expenditures. 

13th March 1841. Richard Moore. 



Resolution of Guardians, 28th December 1841. 

(No. 11856 D. 41.) 

That there are many serious defects in the various parts of the building, which shall be 
specified at another meeting ; but that the state of the floors admits of no delay in bringing 
it to the notice of the Commissioners, and that application should be made to them to with- 
hold all further payments to the contractors until the floors be put in perfect order. 

Note by Mr. Clements, Assistant Commissioner, 9th January 1842. 

I defer any remarks on the state of the building till, I hear what is stated at the meeting, 
which 1 shall attend. I think the word “ defects” has reference to the plan. In no house 
has more pains been taken with the floors, which have been gone over twice. 



Note by Mr. Clements, Assistant Commissioner, after Meeting of 11th January 1842. 

(No. 415 D. 42. Enc.) , 

It will be perceived that no mention of the defects in the building said to exist was made; 
the fact is, the building is particularly well executed, and does the greatest credit to 
the contractor. _ c r 

17th JaiJhary 1842. C. 5. C. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 22d January 1842. 

(No. 740 D. 42.) 

With reference to the flag floors, the Commissioners will give instructions to their 
architect for their inspection of them as early as is practicable, in order that steps may he 
taken for remedying any defects that may be found in them. 
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Minute of Guardians, 8th February 1842. 

(No. 1667 D. 42.) 

Moved by Captain Sinclair, and seconded by John Holmes, esq., and agreed to, — 

The Strabane Board of Guardians have the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your 
letter of the 31st January 1842, with a statement of expenditure ot' the loan of 8,300/., the 
property of the Union. 

The Board of Guardians regret that it is not yet in the power of the Commissioners to 
furnish an account for building the workhouse, although the contractors seem to have been 
overpaid in November 1841, it appearing that on the 6th of that month they had received 
the sum of 7,050/., and the state of the premises is far from satisfactory, the roof, the 
windows, the floors, the gates, being all very defective. The Guardians respectfully press upon 
the Commissioners the necessity of bringing their account to a close, that the rate-payers 
may be aware of the cause for which they are called upon to pay a tax, which is severely felt 
“ The Amott stove furnished for the laundry is quite useless.” 



Note by Mr. Clements, Assistant Commissioner, 14th February 1842. 

I am going to Strabane on Friday, and shall attend the meeting of the following Tuesday. 

c. s. c. 



Minute of Guardians, 15th March 1842. 

(No. 3242 D. 42.) 

The Board of Guardians beg leave to call the attention of the Poor Law Commissioners 
to the state of the Amott stove in the laundry, as referred to by them in their resolution on 
the 8th February last ; and request that the contractor be called on to remedy the defect, 
or, should that be found impracticable, to provide a new one. 

Note by Architect, 23d March 1842. 

This will be attended to when I am in the north next week. 

Geo. W. 



Minute of Guardians, 22d March 1842. 

(No. 3503 D. 42.) 

Resolved, The Board of Guardians beg to refer the Commissioners to their resolution of 
the 15th instant respecting the stove in the laundry, and they request that the Commis- 
sioners will take the subject into immediate consideration, as from the state of filth in which 
many of the paupers are from want of clean linen, the Guardians will feel themselves 
justified in procuring a proper stove after next meeting, and of course protesting against 
payment of the defective one. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 24th March 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners desire to state, for the information of the Board, that the 
architect, Mr. Wilkinson, will very shortly be in the district, and will take such steps as may 
be necessary in the matter. 



Minute of Guardians, 5th April 1842. 

(No. 4215 D. 42.) 

Read the report of the committee respecting the stoves used in the Lunatic Asylum, and 
other places in Derry. 

Resolved, That Mr. Clements be requested to endeavour to obtain, on the most favourable 
terms he can, an exchange of the Amott stove now in the laundry, for a plain laundry stove. 



Minute of Guardians, 10th May 1842. 

(No. 5854 D. 42.) 

Mr. Clements stated to the Board, with respect to the stove sent by Mr. Porter, that it 
had been ordered by Mr. Wilkinson, with a view of replacing the Amott stove, and that he 
was still in hopes of getting the Amott stove taken back at a reduced price, and would do 
his utmost to effect this arrangement, 



Letter 
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Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, 25th June 1842. 

Referring to the correspondence which has taken place respecting the Arnott stove 
supplied for the workhouse of the Strabane Union, the Commissioners desire to state, that 
they have not been able to prevail on the person who furnished it to take it back ; and 
therefore, if the Guardians do not require the ordinary stove supplied in lieu of the Arnott 
stove, the Commissioners will dispose of it elsewhere, and request that, on being applied to 
with the Commissioners’ authority, you will deliver it accordingly. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Strabane Union, Strabane. 



Minutes of Guardians, 31st May 1842. 

(No. 6805 I). 42.) 

Read the Assistant Commissioner’s letter, transmitting the account from the Poor Law 
Commissioners of the expenses for building and fitting the workhouse by them ; also the 
report from the architect respecting the works done. 

Resolved, That the account for extra work in the Strabane Poorhouse being this day 
laid before the Board to a serious amount, it appears necessary that it shall be minutely 
examined, and that the Board shall have the assistance of a skilled workman to examine it. 

Resolved, therefore. That an application shall be made to the Commissioners for their 
assent to the employment of such workman, to be paid from the rates, and that the follow- 
ing gentlemen be requested to act as a committee to investigate the matter, to meet on 
Friday next ; Captain Auchinleck, Mr. Kerr, Captain Fenwick, and Mr. Holmes. 



Architect’s Report on the Building Contractor’s Accounts, referred to in 
foregoing Minutes. 



(No. 6412 D. 42.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Gentlemen, 24th May 1842. 

Accompanying is the account of Messrs. Patterson and the late Mr. Catcheside for the 
fixtures and other additional works performed at the Strabane Workhouse, in addition to 
those comprised in their contract for the erection of the building ; the total amount of 
their claim is as follows : — 



Amount of contract - -- -- -- -- 6,885 - — 

Amount of account for fixtures and additional works, as examined - 2,338 1 ‘ij 



Total 

Amount of instalments paid 


. 


9,223 

7,650 


1 2J 


Balance due 


£. 


j 1,573 


1 n 



The account comprises works in fixtures, consisting of the several boilers, grates, stoves, 
pumps, lead-pipes, crane, dressers, shelves, rails for bedsteads, bell, partition screen in 
dining-hall, &c. &c. ; walling-in foundations of the building in excess of the contract depths ; 
alteration of the floors of the dormitories for the construction of sleeping platforms, in 
accordance with the general directions given by your Board ; the substitution of deal floors 
lo the master’s and matron’s apartments, instead of the earthen floors contracted for ; 
construction of fire-places and chimneys in rooms to provide for a resident schoolmaster 
and schoolmistress ; additional work in formation of potato-store by serving room ; in shed 
reclosures ; and in formation of clothes stores ; additional drains and sewers outside the 
building ; and various other minor works, which are all specified in detail in the account. 

The several lt?ms of the amount due to the contractors have been adjusted in accordance 
with the provisions of the contract, and the account carefully examined throughout, both in 
Regard to the quantities and prices. Very considerable reductions have been made thereon, 
re consequence of several of the items charged being determined to have been provided for 
by the contract, and also in consequence of the quantities charged being found, in some 
restances, greater than those actually performed, and in some others the prices have been 
deemed to be too high. 

The sum included in the loan for the execution of the fixtures and contingent addi- 
«onal works is 1,415/., out of which is to be deducted payments for the clerk of 
Works, and for locks, hinges, &c. ; the sum now available is consequently inadequate to 
P a y the expense incurred, some minor works which had been introduced into other 
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buildings more advanced having been adopted at the Strabane Workhouse for the greater 
convenience of the establishment after the contract had been concluded. 

In the latter part of the account it will be seen that considerable charges have been 
made, owing to a change from the site originally contracted for ; but, under all circum- 
stances, and after a careful consideration of the subject, I am of opinion the arrangement 
I have made in respect to this and other charges in the account is a fair and equitable 
adjustment. 

The cost of the fixtures and additional works has exceeded the cost of those in the London- 
derry Union Workhouse, which was built by the same contractors; and from the account of 
which (then brought to a close) the roughly estimated deficiency of the original loan for 
Strabane was, last year, stated at 800/., the account of the contractors not having then been 
received. 

I have to certify, that the contractors are entitled to the amount of the account as above 
stated, subject to the deduction of the cost of remedying the earthen floors, which have been 
twice laid by the contractors, but are, I regret to state, still in an unsatisfactory state. 

I have, &c. 

Geo. Wilkinson, 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. Architect Poor Law Commission. 

Note . — Detailed statements of the building loan and expenditure, up to 31st January 
1842 and 26th May 1842 respectively, were forwarded to the Guardians on those dates. 
A further statement, down to 8th October 1842, was afterwards forwarded, as given in a 
subsequent portion of this Return. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No. 6806 D. 42.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 4th June 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of the 
Board of Guardians of the Strabane Union, on the 31st ultimo, containing a resolution 
applying for the assent of the Commissioners to the employment of a professional person to 
examine the contractor’s accounts for extra works at the workhouse ; and the Commis- 
sioners desire to state that they will not object to the employment of such a person if the 
Guardians consider it expedient to incur the expense. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Strabane Union. 



Minute of Guardians, 30th August 1842. 

(No. 10913 D. 42.) 

Moved by M ajor Humphreys, and seconded by Mr. Jones, That a legal opinion be taken as 
to the liability of the Guardians to pay the amount claimed by the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners for extra works done in the Strabane Workhouse ; and that the following be a com- 
mittee to draw up a case to be submitted to the Board for consideration and approval : — 
Captain Fenwick, Major Humphreys, Captain Auchinleck, Captain Sinclair, and Mr. Jones : 
to meet on Monday next, at twelve o’clock. 



Minute of Guardians, 6th September 1842. 

(No. 11295 D. 42.) 

The following report from the committee appointed to examine the sewers was received. 

“ Having been appointed to examine the sewers of the poorhouse, to ascertain the cause 
of the stink in the poorhouse, to see if it is necessary to continue them across road, we beg 
to say that there is nothing running in the large sewers ; they are a useless waste of money > 
the fault is in the construction of the privies and cesspools, as they are called, which would 
require an architect to regulate. 

(signed) “ Walter Jones. 

“ James Kerr.” 

Resolved unanimously, That the following report be adopted by the Board, and entered 
on the minutes. 

By 
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By the Act 1 & 2 Viet. c. 56, for the Relief of destitute Poor in Ireland, the Commis- 
sioners for carrying the Act into effect are empowered to build workhouses ; and for that 
purpose to raise funds off the different Unions to be formed. 

The Union of Strabane having been formed, and a site for the workhouse obtained, the 
Commissioners entered into a contract with the builders who were engaged in building the 
workhouse in Derry to erect one for the Strabane Union, upon the same plan and scale as 
the Derry house, for the sum of 6,88 bl., being 105/. more than their contract for the house 
in Derry. 

The site was found objectionable, being difficult of access, and requiring a large outlay, to 
the amount of probably 800/., to prepare the foundations for building. 

The Guardians, with the concurrence of the Commissioners, rejected that site, and a 
second was offered ; but a difficulty arose, and the Marquis of Abercorn presented the 
Union with a most eligible site, possessing every facility for carrying out the object, 
having the advantage of a navigable canal, and without any obstacle to the forming the 
foundations. 

The Guardians, upon this change, so much to their interest, on the 29th October 1839, 
requested the Commissioners to advertise for a new contract for the building, the site and 
size having been changed ; but this the Commissioners positively refused to do ; they pro- 
mised, however, to “ take care of the interest of the Union and the building was com- 
menced. 

The Commissioners having been called upon to name the estimated expense of the works, 
stated that it would be about 8,300 /. ; viz. — 



For building 


£. j. d. 
6,885 - - 


Estimated cost of fittings and works not provided for by j 
contract - -- -- -- -- 


800 - - 


Contingencies; payment for site 60/. ; locks, hinges, contracted 1 
for in detail ; alteration of floors for formation of gangways ; j 
for works arising from extra depths of some of the foun- 
dations of the building, and other minor items - - - 


465 - - 


Estimated amount of clerk of works’ salary - - - j 


150 - - 


£. ! 


8,300 - - 
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26th Sept. 1842. 
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which the estimate was 
given, the works here 
enumerated not heing 

time, and are those oc- 
casioning the increase. 

Gto. W. 



On the 9th April 1840 the Guardians executed a deed of charge to the Government for 
2,000/., and the first instalment was paid to the contractors on the, 4th June following. 

In September 1840 the Guardians executed a further charge for 3,000/. ; and in December 
following a demand for 3,300/. being insisted on by the Commissioners, on the grounds of 
their making provision for fixtures and fittings, although the house was not then completed, 
the Guardians refused to charge the Union further until the contract for building should be 
perfected, and they required to be furnished with a statement of the description and extent 
of the fittings and fixtures upon which it appeared that a sum of 1,200 7. or 1,400/. was to be 
expended. A statement of these was furnished in detail ; but the prices annexed to the 
different articles appearing extravagant, the Guardians applied to the Commissioners for 
liberty to supply them by contract, and their right to do so being conceded, on the 15th 
December they executed a third charge for 3,300/., being the remainder of the estimated 
expense of the building, fittings, fixtures and contingencies : after much correspondence on 
the subject, the Commissioners consented that certain of the articles required, such as 
bedsteads, tables, forms, dressers, might be furnished by the Guardians, adding, that the 
bedsteads must be of “white Norway deal” (a species of timber not to be had in this 
country) ; but what the Commissioners called fixtures, viz. grates, boilers, stoves and bolts, 
they insisted upon supplying themselves. 

The Guardians made many efforts to show the Commissioners that their prices were 
beyond the rates of the country, and they endeavoured, but ineffectually, to impress upon 
them that fact. 

* The Guardians advertised for contracts for the articles they were permitted to supply, ‘See observations made 
and furnished the required number of bedsteads for 57/., of tables and forms for 52/. 9s., 
and of presses, chairs, dressers, &c. for 121/. 10s. Ad., effecting the following savings on ° * “gco. ir. 
the sums required by the Commissioners, viz. of 74/. 18s. on the bedsteads, and 57/. 10s. 
on the tables and forms, heing 131/. 18s. out of 241 /. 17s. demanded, and 141/. 7s. 8 d. 
out of 262/. 18 s. demanded for the presses, chairs and dressers ; and had they, the Guardians, 
been permitted, they could have supplied the boilers for 64/., which the Commissioners 

furnished at an expense of 165/. 10s., and the grates and stoves for , which are 

charged at ITS*/. 12 s. 

. The Commissioners thought proper, or found it necessary, to make certain alterations 
‘n the interior of the house, and for which alteration they now demand from the Union 
a further sum of 1,450/. 

Council will please to observe, that the bouse built for the Union of Strabane is upon 
precisely the same scale, and to accommodate the same number of persons as those built in 
Derry and Omagh ; that the price of building materials in general in Strabane. such as stone, 
hrick and lime is lower than in Derry, and far below what they can be supplied for in Omagh, 
which is 16 miles distant, without the convenience of water-carriage for timber, slates, lead, 
yet the contract for building in Strabane is 105/. higher than in Derry, and 328/. 
higher than in Omagh, and the clerk of the works in Derry was paid with 139/. 4s. 6c/., for 
616. X X 2 Omagh 
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Omagh with 145 1. 15s. 10 d., whereas Strabane is charged with 182/.* for thesame officer; 
and the contingencies estimated for, are for Derry, 395 /., for Strabane, 615/., and for Omagh 
543 /., as appears by the Returns to Parliament ; but the reasons why such differences exist 
are not given. The contractor’s accounts for Derry for fittings, fixtures, See. amount to 
1,656 /. is. bd. ; whereas the amount for fixtures and additional works in Strabane house, as 
examined, amounts to 2,338/. Is. 2d.; and, moreover, the site for the house in Derry cost 
778/., for Omagh 415/., besides 30/. a year rent; whereas Strabane cost but 60/., and 
yet the sum required from Strabane is 9,100/., for Derry 9,500/., and Omagh 8,900/. 

The house in Derry was nearly completed in June 1840, at which time the first instalment 
for the house in Strabane was paid, and the house in Derry had then undergone great 
alterations in the plan and arrangements, when such were thought necessary or advisable 
there, and that similar alterationsf were to be made in the house in Strabane. The Guardians 
of the Strabane Union submit, that if their interests had been consulted, these alterations 
would have been made in their house as the work was in progress, when same could have 
been made at a comparative trifling expense ; but this was not done, and the house was 
allowed to be completed on the original plan, and then the re-formation (as in Derry) was 
X To provide for school- commenced in the interior, namely, pulling down walls to build chimneys^ and make 
master and mistress's windows, which appear to have been forgotten or overlooked in the original plan, and to 
i^ded'to^'ro^ided a ' ter the floors in the dormitories and elsewhere, and for which extra work an additional 
fur. D 0 F °" * sum of 1,450/. is now demanded. By the contract (a copy of which is sent) such additions 

Geo. w. to the building as these alterations would have caused to be charged according to the prices 
to be attached to the contract previous to its being executed, but these prices do not appear 
so annexed ; wherefore the sums now charged for these alterations, which the Guardians 
insist upon should have been done as the work progressed, are made without the power of 
II in large stones for check, and appear exorbitant in the extreme ; for instance, flagging is charged at 1 s. 4 d.\\ 
doorways. a f 00 t, the current price for which, of the best description, is 8 d., and that executed in the 

workhouse has been paid for by the contractors with 4 d. ; stonemasons’ work is charged 
§ 5 j. is a price very in- at 7 s. 6d. per perch, the current price being 5s.%\ brick 10 s., price of the county, 6 s. 6d . ; 
sufficient for the work ; and so in proportion. And with respect to the alteration in the floors of the dormitories, to 
co^ti ^works'diffcreuti save t *’ e e - x P ense of bedsteads, it is to be observed, that this alteration was made at an 
proceededwith. Cre " Y expense of 156 /. 10s., whereas the bedsteads saved, viz. 202,** would have been supplied for 
Geo. w. 80 /. 16s., thus effecting a saving to the Union upon this article of 75/. 14s. 

• • The price forbedsteads The houses in Derry and Strabane were built by the same contractors, under the constant 

it only in- i nS p ec tion and control of the same architect, and the difference between the advancement of 
the works of each was so great, that he must have seen the propriety of adapting in the 
Strabane house, almost from its commencement, the alterations made in Derry ; under these 
circumstances, and being fully persuaded that if the funds placed under the control of the 
Commissioners had been fairly expended, and honest and proper charges made for the 
different works done, they have been provided with ample means to pay for all,+*|- the Guar- 
dians have declined to advance the additional sum required by the Commissioners : the 
Commissioners are pressing for payment. 

And on the part of the Guardians your opinion is requested, — Whether it was not the duty 
of the Commissioners, when the original site upon which it may be fairly presumed the 
contract was entered into was changed, and a more eligible one procured, to have cancelled 
the first contract, and entered into a fresh one, according to the circumstances ? Whether 
the Commissioners possess such uncontrolled authority as to make such contracts, at such 
prices and for such works and alterations, at the expense of the Union, as they may think 
proper, without reference to the Guardians on the subject, or offering the works to the com- 
petition of workmen ? 

Whether the rate-payers have any, and what, remedy, where decided waste of money is 
made, in defiance of remonstrance by Guardians? 

Whether, under the circumstances here stated, the Guardians can be compelled to execute 
a charge for the money thus demanded by the Commissioners, without having the objec- 
tionable charges referred to the correction of competent persons ? And, upon the whole, 
you are requested to advise the Guardians what course they should pursue upon the 
occasion. 

Should it appear there was a common understanding between parties to counteract the 
wishes and the efforts of the Guardians to economise the public money, and such under- 
standing to be capable of proof, can a prosecution be sustained ? Can the expenditure of 
public money for public purposes, if unnecessarily profuse, be made the subject of legal 
inquiry ? 

Copies of the Parliamentary Returns are herewith sent, which contain the minutes of the 
proceedings of the Board of Guardians and the correspondence with the Commissioners, 
statements of the expenditures, and of the comparative expense of the several houses 
through the county. 

(signed) John Humphreys. 

James Sinclair. 
Walter Jones. 

J. R. Auchinleck. 
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Moved by Mr. O’Neill, and seconded by Mr. Knox, That a case be drawn up on the 
report, and submitted to a lawyer for his opinion. 

N^oved, and carried. That Mr. Elliott be the solicitor to draw up a case for the opinion of 
council. 

Resolved, 
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Resolved, That 300 copies of the report be printed for distribution. 

Resolved, That Mr. Jones, Mr. Knox, and Captain Auchinleck, be a committee to 
arrange with the solicitor, and for printing the report. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir; 8th October 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration the subject of the additional 
loan required for paying the amount due to the contractors for building the workhouse of the 
Strabane Union, together with the minutes of proceedings of the Board of Guardians 
thereon, and the statements contained in the resolutions of the 6th ultimo. 

The Commissioners having already, in the various communications made to the Guardians 
by letter, as well as by the personal explanations of their officers, afforded full information 
as to the arrangements for the erection of the workhouse, and the cost thereof, they do not 
deem it necessary now to enter into further detailed explanations for the purpose of meeting 
the very erroneous views which the statements above referred to are calculated to convey. 

By the terms of the contract, all allowances or deductions upon the building accounts are 
to be determined by the Commissioners’ architect, whose certificate is final, and the accounts 
for the Strabane Workhouse have, like those of other Unions, been minutely and carefully 
examined, with reference to the works being included in the contract or not, and with 
reference to the prices and the quantities charged ; and the Commissioners consider that he 
is in a more favourable position to determine these particulars, having had the professional 
superintendence of all the workhouses in Ireland, than professional or other persons who 
have not been similarly engaged in buildings of a like description. His report of the 24th 
May last (which was forwarded to the Guardians with the accounts), refers to the full 
particulars of the works for which the account has been incurred, and to the causes from 
which the additional loan for such works has become necessary. 

The building has, moreover, been surveyed by an officer of another public department 
deputed by Government for the purpose, and the accounts have been laid before him ; the 
Commissioners transmit herewith a further account of the entire expenditure to the present 
time ; and as the amount which has been granted for the loans for workhouses in Ireland 
has now been considerably drawn upon, the Commissioners see no grounds, under the 
circumstances above stated, for further postponing the issue of an order empowering and 
requiring the Board of Guardians to borrow the necessary sum before the remainder of the 
grant shall have been appropriated. 

The Commissioners accordingly transmit herewith a sealed copy of an order to the 
Guardians to borrow the sum of 1,450/., according to the statement of the 26th May last; 
together with a form of application for the loan to be signed in pursuance thereof ; and the 
payment due to the contractors having been so long delayed, the Commissioners trust that 
the Guardians will sign and forward the application at their next meeting, in order that the 
amount may be obtained and paid. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Strabane Union, Strabane. 
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Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 



No. 1. 

Estimate upon which the order to borrow 8,300/. was grounded, and for Loan of which 
application was duly made by the Guardians. 

j £. s. d. 

Amount of contract for building the workhouse - - - 6,885 - - 

Estimated cost of fittings and works not provided for by the 

contract - -- -- -- -- 800 — - 

Contingencies to be provided for, such as payment of clerk of i 

works’ salary, and law expenses - - - - - ! 615 - - 



£. 1 8,300 - - 

Of"which the first advance was made 9th April 

1840 ------ £.2,000 - - j 

Second, 17th September 1840 - - 3,000 — - 1 

Third, 24th December 1840 - - 3,300 - - | 

' 8,300 - - 

Interest which has accrued on Exchequer Bills 64 9 2 
Premium on ditto - - 1 - ; 

! 64 JO 2 



£. i 8,364 10 2 



Cl 6. 
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1840 : 

May - 6. 



June - 4. 



July - 9. 
August - 8. 



„ - 20 . 

September 18. 



October - 1 . 



November 17. 
December 29. 
1841 : 

January - 20. 

„ - 23. 

March - 2. 
„ - 11 . 
May - 27. 
„ - 31. 

June - 19. 
J uly - 24. 
„ - 24. 

August - 26. 

October - 16. 
November 6. 
„ - 27. 

December 6. 

1842 : 

January - 20. 

March - 17. 
July - 5. 



Statement of Expenditure out of Loan. 



Paid to Mr. Stedman, clerk of works' salary, 
and contingent expenses from 27th No- 
vember 1839, being the date of his appoint- 
ment, to 17th December 1839 
Provincial Bank to reimburse the Guardians 
the amount advanced to Mr. Pat. Logue, 
for his interest on the workhouse site 
Messrs. Patterson & Co., contractors for 
erecting workhouse, being the first instal- 
ment under their contract - 
Ditto second instalment ditto - 
Mr. Jer h Seymour, clerk of works’ salary, 
and contingent expenses, from 10th March 
to 30th June - - - - - 

Ditto ditto from 1st to 31st July 
Publishers of “ General Advertiser,” for ad- 
vertising notice to builders, inviting tenders 
to erect the workhouse - 
Messrs. Patterson & Co., third instalment 
under their contract - 
M r. Seymour, salary and contingent expenses 
from 1st to 31st August - 
Messrs. Patterson & Co., fourth instalment 
under their contract - 
Mr. Seymour, salary and contingent expenses 
from 1st to 30th September - 
Messrs. Patterson & Co., fifth instalment 
under their contract - - - - 

Mr. Seymour, salary and contingent expenses 
from 1st to 31st October - 

Ditto - from 1st to 30th November 



£. s. d. 

4 14 6 

60 - - 

850 - - 

1,000 - - 



34-3 
9 9 5 

1116 

900 - - 

9 9 5 

1,000 - - 

9-6 

1,000 - - 

9 6 11 
8 16 1 



Messrs. Patterson & Co., sixth instalment 
under their contract - 
Mr. Seymour, salary and contingent expenses 
from 1st to 31st December - 

Ditto - - 1st to 31st January - 

Ditto - - 1st to 28th February 

Messrs. Patterson & Co., seventh instalment 
Mr. Seymour, salary and contingent expenses 
from 1st March to 30th April 

Ditto - 1st to 31st May 

Ditto - 1st to 30th June 

Messrs. Perry, for ironmongery supplied at 
workhouse ------ 

Mr. Seymour, salary and contingent expenses 
from 1st to 31st July - 

Ditto - 1st August to 30th September 
Messrs. Patterson & Co., eighth instalment 
For drawing plan of workhouse and deed of 
conveyance ------ 

Mr. F. Smith, amount of account for furni- 
ture supplied at the workhouse 



9 11 4 

9 3 1 

8 11 11 
800 - - 

19 3 7 
9 3- 

9 3 4 

90 18 2 

9 10 - 
18 6 2 
j 500 - - 

— 5 — 

j 111 8 — 



Mr. Seymour, salary and contingent expenses 
from 1st October to 31st December 
Messrs. Patterson &. Co., ninth instalment - 
Mr. I. Froggatt, solicitor to Marquis of 
Abercorn, grantor of site, bill of costs, 
in respect thereto - 

Fees to Messrs. Barnes Sc Winter, solicitors 
of Exchequer Bill Loan Commissioners, 
for preparing three deeds of charge, being 
on the usual scale - - - - - 

Commission on sale of Exchequer Bill 
Total Expenditure up to 8th October - ) - 
1842 

Balance remaining in hand - 
Total amount realized under the loan - ) - 
as per Account, No. 1 - - -J*' 



1 17 7 

l 10 2 



Su.MM 



I AR 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



the GUARDIANS OF UNIONS relative to POORHOUSES (IRELAND). 347 



Summary of Expenditure as per foregoing Account. 

£. s. d. 

Site - - Compensation paid to tenant - - - 60 - - 

Building - Instalments paid to contractors £.7,650 - - 

„ Furniture - - - -1118— 

,, Ironmongery - - - 90 18 2 

7,852 6 2 

Contingencies - Clerk of works - 182 - 3 

„ Law costs, grantor’s 

solicitors - - £.68 18 8 

,, Exchequer Bill Loan 

Commissioners’ 
solicitors - - 31 10 - 

100 8 8 

„ Advertising, drawing plan of 

sites, and commission on 
sale of Exchequer Bill • 1 17 6 

284 6 5 

£. 8,196 12 7 



No. 3. 



Workhouses 
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Strabaue Union. 



Statement showing the outstanding Liabilities incurred, and the further Amount required. 

Builder’s Accounts. 

£. s. d. 

Amount of contract - £• 6,885 - - 

Amount of account for additional works, as 
certified ------- 2,338 1 2 

Total amount of contractors’ accounts 9,223 1 2 

Amount of instalments paid to them, as per Account No. 2 - 7,650 - - 

Balance due to contractors ----- 1,573 1 2 

Balance in hand, as per Account No. 2, applicable to pay- 
ment of contractors - - - - - 167 17 7 

Further amount required beyond original loan for payment of 

contractors - -- -- -- -- 1,405 3 7 

Add for minor contingent expenses, as solicitor’s fee on pre- 
paration of further deed of charge, and to make even 
sum. Exchequer Bills not being negotiated of less value 
than 50/. - 44 16 5 

Amount to be borrowed - - - £. 1,450 - - 



Minute of Guardians, 11th October 1842. 

(No. 13392 D. 42.) 

Read the Poor Law Commissioners’ letter of 8th October 1842, No. 12967 D., trans- 
mitting the following documents : 

1st. Order to borrow additional sum of money, dated 3d October 1842. 

2d. Form of application to the Commissioners for the Issue of Loans for Public 
Works, for the sum of 1,450/. 

3d«A detailed statement of the account and expenditure of 83/. ; and explaining the 
reasonTor a further sum being required. 

Moved by Mr. Sinclair, and seconded by Mr. Sigerson, That a committee be appointed to 
take steps for making out a report of the alterations and additions necessary for the work- 
house : the committee to be Captain Humfrey, Mr. Jones, Mr. Holmes, Mr. Knox, and Mr. 
Sinclair : to report to the Board on next day of meeting. 

On the Poor Law Commissioners’ letter being read a second time, it was resolved, That 
the consideration of the Poor Law Commissioners’ letter for borrowing the money be deferred 
to this day week, and that a special meeting be summoned for that day. 



616. x x 4 Minutes 
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Minutes of Guardians, 18th October 1842. 

(No. 13742 D. 42.) , 

The report of the committee appointed last week to ascertain what alterations and 
additions are necessary, being read, it was unanimously agreed that the same be received, 
and entered on the minutes. re 1 , , , 

Your committee appointed to report on the actual state of Strabane Foorhouse, beg leave 

to state, that an entrance-gate is required. . . . 

That the porter is lodged in a room 12 feet long and 8 feet wide, m which he is to sleep ; 

his bed, when folded up, occupies 6 feet by 3. 

Having passed the front building, two small sheds appendant to it attract attention ; that 
on the mht has painted on its door in legible characters, “ Refractory Cell ; but, by order 
of the Commissioners it is condemned, as unfitted for its purpose ; that on the left requires 
no label ; the smell which escapes from it proves that it should be a pnvy. Why buildings 
destined for such ends should be so ostentatiously placed in the most conspicuous part of 
the establishment, your committee cannot say. 

Immediately around these eye-sores are six more privies, some obvious to the sight, 
some forcing themselves on the senses by smelling : why collected where they stand, or why 
at all collected, does not appear. , „ , _ . , , , 

In the second range of building are the kitchens ; that for the officers of the establish- 
ment seems not to have been originally intended for its present use ; it smokes, and has 
a boarded floor, _ . . 

The kitchen for the paupers has two boilers, each oi 400 gallons content, tor cooking 
potatoes; one would suffice for 600 people : it has a boiler of 150 gallons for preparing 
stir-about, which it would sufficiently accomplish for a thousand people, if it were not 
cracked, and had a flue through which the smoke would pass. As matters are, our popu- 
lation, amounting to 267, and their food, potatoes and stir-about, prepared iu utensils so 
much beyond the necessary size, the waste of fuel is very great. The yard connected with 
the paupers’ kitchen requires being flagged. From the kitchen of the officers there is no 
sewers. 

The laundry and drying-room are very ill constructed, and have already cost some money 
in endeavours at improvement ; at present they are in the hands of a committee empowered 
to make great alterations. 

The infirm wards in this range are even now, when our inmates are so few, much over 
crowded ; were our numbers sensibly to increase, and the infirm, to keep up the same numerical 
population which exists at present new wards must be provided. The apartment for females 
has 22 inhabitants, that for males 21 ; they have each 23 beds, and are 44 feet 6 inches 
long, something less than 17 feet wide. 

The nursery is equally, perhaps more defective; it is 24 feet long by 12 feet some inches 
wide. . . . . 

The floor of the dining-hall defies description ; it is quite disgracetul. 

The sewerage seems only fitted to concentrate effluvia ; and throughout the whole esta- 
blishment it would seem that to the low number of its inmates must be ascribed that the air 
is not injurious even to health. 

The shed provided as a wash-house for the paupers is, m winter, useless. 

Shelter for two horses, perhaps for a car or gig, is required. 

Your committee feel that to fulfil the task allotted to them would require more time than 
can be spared at present. They know that Poor Law Guardians are looked on as respon- 
sible for all deficiencies appearing in the system; but the defects in the Strabane Poorhouse 
existed previous to its being declared fit for the reception of the destitute. 

The Commissioners would not listen to advice or requests from the Guardians ; they 
informed-them that the Legislature had not thought it expedient that they should do so ; and 
if the thino- is faulty ; if the mode in which it has been managed seems to smack of a scramble 
for patronage or job ; if the overtaxed rate-payer feels that he has reason to complain, it is 
important that the author of the wrong should be revealed, that the load should rest on the 
proper shoulders. 

The question of borrowing the sum of 1,450/., as required by the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners, being entered into, — Resolved, The consideration of the report upon the extra works 
be deferred to this day week. 



Resolutions of Guardians, 25th October 1842. 

(No. 14112 D. 42.) 

That the report of the visiting committee, so far as relates to the ventilators, shall be 
communicated to the Poor Law Commissioners : — “ The two ventilators on the roof of the 
main building appear to be very defective ; they admit the rain freely, and the house on 
both the days of inspection by the visiting committee was in consequence very wet.” 

Moved by Captain Fenwick, seconded by Major Humphreys, and unanimously agreed to, 
That a committee be appointed to draw up a letter to the Poor Law Commissioners in reply 
to that received, calling for 1,450 (., laying before the Commissioners the many overcharges 
and fraudulent charges in the accounts, and stating the great difference between the account 
of our valuator, and the gentleman who revised the account of the Commissioners ; and to 

add, 
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add, that it has taken our architect four weeks to value the building, which enables us to 
place the fullest confidence in it ; and, finally, to offer the sum which, according to our own 
account, may be justly due ; but to state firmly, but respectfully, that the sum claimed 
cannot be conscientiously granted ; and whatever may be the result, the Board will not 
shrink from it. 

Note by Architect, 4th November 1842. 

Wrote to clerk of works at Stranorlar, and requested his immediate attention to the venti- 
lators, in order to examine them, and to remedy any disorder that they may have got into. 

Geo. W. 



Mintjtes of Guardians, 1st November 1842. 



(No. 14522 D. 42.) 

Proposed and seconded, and unanimously 
agreed to, That the following letter be 
adopted by the Board, and entered on the 
minutes : — 

Workhouse, Strabane, 
Gentlemen, 26th October 1842. 

W e have the honour to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 8th instant, call- 
ing upon us again to pay the full sum of 
1,450 2. for works and improvements made 
in the Strabane Union Workhouse. 

That an earlier reply was not made to 
your letter, arose from circumstances over 
which we had no control ; the person 
whom we had employed agreeably to 
the permission contained in your letter of 
the 4th of June to examine the accounts 
and the works having been taken ill. We 
have, however, obtained our object by means 
of another person, and from the time he 
has been engaged, and from his known skill, 
we have every reason to place the fullest con- 
fidence in his accuracy, the result being a 
more full conviction than we before enter- 
tained that the accounts are not yet in such 
a state as to enable us conscientiously to 
discharge the sum you require of us. 

It appears by Messrs. Catcheside’s bill of 
charges, as furnished to the Guardians by the 
Commissioners, that several of the items have 
been entirely disallowed, to the amount of 
249 1. 5 s. 2a., also that many other “items 
have been greatly reduced in amount by your 
architect,” which is sufficient evidence to the 
Guardians, as it must be to the Commis- 
sioners, that these gentlemen did not make 
out a fair and honest bill against the Union : 
it also appears that the works for which the 
Guardians are now called upon to pay, were 
not executed under any contract, nor at any 
fixed prices, but subject to the decision of 
the Commissioners’ architect. 

Under these circumstances, the Guardians 
feel justified in asserting, that it was the 
architect's bounden duty to have regulated 
Messrs. Oatcheside’s demands by the fair 
current prices of the country. That he has 
not done so, the Guardians are fully prepared 
to show, and that he has likewise admitted 
some works which were never executed. 

We shall annex a few items from the ac- 
count to show the nature of the overcharges 
We complain of, overcharges so heavy that 
""e feel fully satisfied a very considerable 
reduction may yet be made in them, and still 
leave ample remuneration to the architect. 

1st. In 

Gi 6. 



Notes by Commissioners’ Architect. 



The person employed by the Guardians 
for examining the adjusted building account 
was, I am informed, a local contractor, and 
probably not a proper person to be employed 
in a matter of this kind. 



The bill in question (being the account 
above mentioned) was for the fixtures and 
some other works performed in addition to 
the contract for the erection of the workhouse, 
which, according to the agreement entered 
into between the Commissioners and the 
contractors, was to be valued by the architect 
for the time being to the Poor Law Com- 
mission. 

Contractors often include in their accounts 
items of charge which, according to their 
reading of the contract, they may consider 
they have a claim for as extra work. They 
also frequently charge prices which the 
architect who values the work considers 
more than sufficient for a fair profit on the 
cost of the work. 

The prices which have been allowed to the 
contractors have, however, been carefully cal- 
culated at the prime cost of the materials, and 
no more than a fair remunerating price has 
been awarded. 

That the overcharges, as stated by the 
Guardians, have not been allowed, will be seen 
by the following statements : 



Calculations 



Y Y 
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Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Strabane Union. 



1 st. In the article of raising the platforms 
for the poor to sleep upon, Messrs. Catche- 
side charge at the rate of Is. id. per square 
foot: your- architect allows Is. 2d. per 
square foot, reducing the charge only 
24/. Is. 8 d. ; whereas we are prepared to 
prove that at 9 d. per square foot Messrs. 
Catcheside would have had a profit of 20 s. 
per square, i. e. per 10 square feet, and that 
the sum charged should not have exceeded 
117Z. Os. 6 d., being 71/. 17s. id. less than 
Messrs. Catcheside demand, and 57 /.16 s. 6d. 
less than is allowed by Mr. Wilkinson. 



Notes by Commissioners’ Architect. 

Calculations as to the cost of the gangways 
to one of the dormitories, containing 
216 superficial feet : 

First cost of 3-incli flooring plank £ s ^ 
from 16 feet deals, including 
carriage from Londonderry - 4 13 11 
Labour in preparing the 3-inch 
flooring, including planing, 
jointing, grooving, tongueing, 
heading, and laying the same 
with spike-heads, white lead, 

&c. 4 17 6| 

Waste (considerable) atid profit 2 7 10£ 



2d. Building a fire place in schoolmaster’s 
room, south wing, is charged for by Messrs. 
Catcheside 15/. 10 s. : Mr. Wilkinson allows 
12/. 7s. 6 c/., and we know that 10 /. 10s. 
would be an ample payment. 

An item following the above is for building 
angle fire-places in nursery and schoolmis- 
tress’s room, north wing, charged 19/. 10 s., 
and from which Mr. Wilkinson most justly 
strikes off 7 /. 12s. 6 c/., and we cannot with- 
hold our surprise when in the following item 
we find that gentleman so much more liberal 
to Messrs. Catcheside. 

They charge for extra brickwork in chim- 
neys 28 /. 6 s. 6 d , being at the rate of 11 s. 
per perch ! Mr. Wilkinson allows 10 s. per 
perch ! whereas our valuator very properly 
reduces the charge to 18/. 13 s. 9 c/., being at 
the rate of 7's. 6 d. per perch, the current 
price of such brickwork. 

3d. We are charged 159/. for boilers, and 
the setting of them. We happen to know 
that such boilers are supplied at the rate of 
Id. per gallon, making their cost to be 
45/. 10 s., and the amount allowed by our 
valuator for setting them (and we have en- 
joined a most liberal allowance) is 40/., the 
cost of them being thus 85/. 10 s., making a 
difference of 73 /. 10 s., and we may here refer 
the Commissioners to our letter of 

, stating that we could obtain boilers at 
this rate, and requesting permission to be 
allowed to furnish ourselves when objection 
was made by your Board to the introduction 
of strange workmen into the building. 

We shall now submit charges which are 
excessive, and beyond contradiction unjust 
wages for labour; viz. 

Carpenters - - 4s. per day. 

Masons - - - 4 s. „ 

tonecutters 



£. 11 19 3$ 

11 Z. 19s. 3}cZ. divided by 216 = Is. 1 Id., 
for which Is. 2d. per superficial foot is al- 
lowed to the contractor. 

That the contractor would have a profit of 
20 s. per 10 square feet, which I presume 
means 10 feet square, or 100 superficial feet, 
is impossible, it being more than he now 
receives at the price of Is. 2d. allowed to 
him. 

At Londonderry a surveyor was employed 
to examine the account, and even there (with- 
out the cost of the carriage to Strabane) 10 d. 
is allowed by him as a fair sum for the same 
kind of work. The work was, however, 
valued in detail at Londonderry by the archi- 
tectof the Board of Works,and the price there 
allowed fully supported what is allowed at 
Strabane. 

This charge was for providing a fire-place 
for a resident schoolmaster, and the price 
allowed is a fair price, the materials and 
labour in the workhouse having been care- 
fully investigated. 

This is an item similar to the preceding, 
and has been calculated after the same rate. 

The price per perch is for picked bricks in 
small works, and is a fair price. 



The price allowed for the boilers is a low 
amount, and not more than is considered a 
proper sum. The Commissioners have by 
public advertisement obtained contracts for 
similar boilers for other workhouses, and the 
lowest tenders selected for the works have 
not been less than is allowed the contractors 
at Strabane VV orkhouse. 

Scotch boilers can be obtained at 7 d. per 
gallon, but, in addition to this sum, the fire- 
grates, sleepers, doors, curbs, lids, lines, 
pullies, brass cocks, &c. as well as the stone 
and brickwork in setting them, has to be cal- 
culated. 

The works for which prices per day have 
been allowed, and some minor works that 
could not be satisfactorily measured, neces- 
sarily form a day-bill, and the contractor is 
allowed the customary profit ; if he was not, 
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Stonecutters - - 4 s. per day. 

Labourers - - Is. 6d. „ 

which sums we do not, or cannot, believe to 
have been paid; in many instances we know 
they were not paid. 

The current prices are, — 
Carpenters from 2 s. 6 d. to 3 s. per day. 
Masons „ -2s. 6 d. to 3s. „ 

Stonecutters,, 2s. 6 d. to 3s. „ 

Labourers - - Is. „ 

And the flagging of the poorhouse is allowed 
by Mr. Wilkinson at the rate of Is. in some 
parts, and lOcf. in others, per foot; whereas 
it was all done at 4 d.\ and the person who 
did it received no more, and another person 
is now laying flags for the Guardians at the 
same rate. Mr. Wilkinson also invariably 
allows, 

For nibble masonry 7s. 6d. per stat. perch. 

For brick - ditto - 10 s. per - ditto. 

Our current prices are, — 

Rubble masonry bs.6d. per Irish perch, 21 ft. 

Brick - ditto - 6s. 6 d. - ditto. 

And to show why our masonry and brick- 
work may be done at such rates, we state 
for your information, that 

Lime delivered is only 7 \d. per barrel. 

Sand - - ditto - -6 d. per ton. 

Brick to build, 6 perch Irish 20s. per 1,000. 

Stone - - ditto - - - 10 s. per 100, of 

252 cubic feet. 

Under these circumstances, we cannot but 
view the charges of mortar by the hod and 
brick by the hod as wholly unjustifiable, 
and not known in the country, and refer to 
them to show the kind of dealing we object 
to in Messrs. Catcheside, and in the equally 
objectionable reductions of Mr. Wilkinson. 

The charges for work not executed which 
have come to our notice, are door-cases, said 
to be set with spud-irons and rings, and 
leaded, and charged accordingly. The person 
employed by us states that they are not so 
set, and one door being removed, to ascertain 
the fact, his opinion was so far borne out. 



2d. A window, stated to have been placed 
in the potato-house, is allowed by Mr. Wil- 
kinson, while no such work appears to have 
been done. 

3d. For extra depth of joist, consequent 
upon the alterations of the floors into plat- 
forms and gangways, 7 inches by 2, is charged 
and allowed by Mr. Wilkinson ; whereas the 
scantling of the joist is 6 by 2, making the 
difference of 11 1. 4 s. 



4th. Sinking and checking four door-sills 
18 charged, but no such work appears to have 
been done. But we refrain from seeking 
further instances, though we believe they 
^ay easily be found. 



We have adduced the foregoing items of 
e *cessive charges, whereby to show a case 
for revision of the accounts, which is what 
We earnestly call for. We cannot suppose 
your Board, having knowledge of any in- 
a ccuracy in the accounts, be it ever so trifling, 
w, ll call upon us to discharge them ; still 
616, less 



Notes by Commission ebs’ Architect. 

he would be out of pocket, rather than be 
remunerated by a moderate profit for the 
capital he has to advance, and his establish- 
ment expenses, and loss of his own time. 



The work done for the Guardians is very 
different from that for which the contractor 
is paid, being large thick flags for particular 
works, and not the ordinary flagging. 



The 7 s. 6d. allowed for contractor is for 
the Irish perch of 21 feet, and not English 
of I64 feet, as stated by the Guardians : the 
brick-work is also calculated after the Irish 
and not English perch, as stated ; it is from 
erroneous statements of this kind that dif- 
ferences of opinion frequently arise. 

The materials cost more than is stated ; 
neither would 1,000 bricks build 6 Irish 
perches of brick-work; the stone stated to 
be delivered at 10 s. for 252 cubic feet, is 
at the rate of only 7 d. per ton ; the contractor 
had to pay for royalty, quarrying and carting 
the stone. 

The charge by the hods for day-work is 
customary, and the only correct way of 
accounting. 



It is probable that the door in question 
may not have been set as described ; but I 
believe that if it was not so executed, it was 
executed in an equally secure way, and not 
at less cost, there being two ways of securing 
the door-way frames, one by sinking and 
the other by spud-irons ; if the door-cases 
were not set in one of these two ways, they 
would not have remained standing. 

The window has been correctly charged in 
the account, the work having been done. 



This decided statement appears to me to 
have originated from an oversight, the work 
being done as allowed for; the joists of 
sleeping platforms have been increased in 
depth in the wings of the building, but not in 
the centre of the building ; the charge, how- 
ever, is only for the work in the wings, as 
executed. 

Sinking the door-sills : this is work which 
has not been done ; it was ordered at a very 
late period, to prevent driving rains from 
being blown under the doors ; and not being 
executed as intended, the amount proposed 
to be allowed for the work was deducted 
from the account previously to paying the 
contractor his balance. 

It would be difficult to adjust any building 
account, containing so many small items, 
in a manner more free from error. I have 
carefully examined the whole of the account 
prepared by the person whom the Guardians 
employed, and the errors which, from the 
Guardians' statements, would be inferred 10 
Y y 2 be 
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less can we imagine that, having shown such 
overcharges as we have done, so little noticed 
or not noticed at all by your architect, you can 
expect that, acting conscientiously towards 
the rate-payers, we can assess them to the 
amount you require of us. We are most 
anxious to assure the Commissioners of our 
readiness to do every thing in our power to 
carry out the duties we have undertaken, 
and that it would be a subject of deep regret 
to be brought into collision with the Board : 
at the same time we do feel that the course 
to be pursued by us is clearly marked out, 
either to pay only such sum as is shown to 
be fair and honest, or to abide the steps 
which the Commissioners may think it right 
to adopt. 

That we have suffered most grievously by the 
contract with Messrs. Patterson & Catche- 
side is made daily more and more manifest : 
even now, while we are writing this letter, 
the rain is pouring into the room from the 
windows ; it is coming down the walls in a 
stream from the valleys, so that the bedding 
has to be removed in three of the dormitories, 
while the women are employed in soaking up 
the water to prevent it from running through 
the floors ; at the same time it is failing from 
the great ventilator in the roof into the body 
of the house. 

We have, &c. 

W m Humphreys. 

William Fenwick. 

J. JR. Auchinleck . 



Notes by Commissioners’ Architect. 

be numerous, appear to be confined to a 
few differences between his measurements 
and the quantities allowed the contractors, 
and the omission of a door-hook, intended to 
fasten back a door, and the sills above ex- 
plained. 

Wi th regard to the prices allowed , as before 
stated, they all have been carefullycalculated, 
and are capable of being supported by the 
detail calculations entered into for every one 
of them ; the prices at which small jobbing 
works are done by local workmen are not 
the prices at which a large contractor, with 
establishment charges, can do the work with 
proper materials, neither could the small 
tradesman undertake a large building. 

With regard to the prices allowed by other 
public Boards for public works.no unfavour- 
able comparison can be made, neither can 
any public building in Ireland or in Eng- 
land be instanced, possessing the same 
capacity as the Strabane Workhouse, and 
built with equally good materials, that has 
been erected at so low a cost. In Eng- 
land no workhouse of the same size has 
been built anywhere at so low an amount ; 
and I nevertheless believe that it is capable 
of easy proof, that in many parts of England 
buildings of equal capacity can be erected 
cheaper than in Ireland, when all circum- 
stances are duly calculated. 

With regard to the execution of the build- 
ing, I aver it to be good, and one very credit- 
able to the contractors. It has been surveyed 
by the architect of the Board of Works, 
and reported on by him as a satisfactory 
building : that water may come in through 
the ventilator, or any other part that may be 
neglected, is most likely, but I believe, if 
the water has come in as stated, it is solely 
owing to neglecting the covers, and not 
properly closing them. 

Geo. Wilkinson, 

Architect Poor Law Commission. 



Minute of Guardians, 8th November 1842. 

(No. 14S43 D. 42.) 

The Assistant Commissioner having submitted to the Board the order of the Poor Law 
Commissioners to borrow the sum of 1,450/. for extra works, moved by Mr. John M'Crea, 
and seconded by Mr. Alexander, That the Board decline taking the subject into considera- 
tion until we hear from the Poor Law Commissioners in reply to the letter of the Board, 
bearing date October 26 th. 

Moved as an amendment by Mr. Sinclair, and seconded by Captain Auchinleck, That the 
Board of Guardians of the Strabane Union approving of the letter of their committee of the 
26th ultimo, on the subject of a demand made by the Commissioners of 1,450/., and referring 
to an order of the Commissioners of the 7th October, delivered by the Assistant Commis- 
sioner this day to the Guardians, beg in reply to state, that they cannot borrow the money 
required : the amendment was carried. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No. 37? b M. 42.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 12 th November 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners having caused application to be made by the Attorney- 
general to the Court of Queen’s Bench,' have obtained an order of mandamus against the 
Board of Guardians of the Strabane Union, to enforce compliance with the order of the 
Commissioners to borrow the sum required to discharge the contractors’ account. The 
Commissioners would not have instituted these proceedings had they not felt it imperatively 
incumbent upon them to vindicate the law by these means, no other alternative being left 
them by the continued refusal of the Board of Guardians to comply with the order. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Chairman of the Board of Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

of ihe Strabiine Union. 

Mis - TE 
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I. 

Minute of Guardians, 15th November 1842. Workhouses 

(No. 15197 D. 42.) (Complaints). 

Moved by Captain Humfrey, and seconded by Captain Sinclair, That the following answer s , *r • 
be returned to the Poor Law Commissioners in reference to their letter of tne 12th ra aD n n ‘ 
instant : 

The Board of Guardians have read with much concern the letter of the Poor Law 
Commissioners, dated 12th instant, and they cannot, in justice to themselves, and in the 
faithful execution of the important duties they have undertaken to perform, permit it to 
be said, without their most earnest protest, “ that the Commissioners had no other alter- 
native than the coercing course resorted to by them for, after having clearly pointed 
out to the Commissioners the clearest evidence of the gross overcharges made against the 
Union, all the Guardians wanted, or called for, was, that the Commissioners would have 
these overcharges “ re-investigated,” and this reasonable request has been met by a manda- 
mus to bring them into the Court of Queen’s Bench, where they will have the opportunity 
of showing to the court and the public, that, as honest men, no other course was left for 
them to pursue, and that a re-investigation would have been a fair and reasonable course for 
the Commissioners to have adopted. 



Minute of Guardians, 29th November 1842. 

(No. 15879. D. 42.) 

The Poor Law Commissioners are requested to give the Guardians answers to the follow- 
ing applications, which have been forwarded to them at different periods : — To ceil the 
schoolmaster and schoolmistress’ room : to ceil the clothing-store : to flag kitchen-yard : 
to build stable for clergymen’s horses : stove for bovs’ room : entrance gate and piers. 

The Commissioners are also requested to take into consideration the circumstance that 
the ventilation on the male side continues to admit the rain, to the great annoyance of 
the house. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 9th December 1842. 

With reference to the request for answers to certain applications stated to have been 
forwarded to the Commissioners at different periods, two of those applications have already 
been sanctioned by them. With regard to the others, namely, ceiling the rooms of the school- 
master and schoolmistress, ceiling the clothes store, building stable for clergymen’s horses, 
and building entrance gate and piers, the Commissioners will not object to these works ; 
but they request that a plan of the stables and of the entrance gate and piers may be 
submitted to them before the work is proceeded with. 

It does not appear that any application relative to stables had been received by the Com- 
missioners previous to minutes above referred to. 

With reference to the entrance gates, it appears that the Guardians, on the 15th ultimo, 
resolved to erect gates and piers according to plans and specifications to be exhibited at 
the next meeting, and the Commissioners delayed their approval until such plans and 
specifications should be produced, of which the Commissioners have subsequently received 
no notice. Plans for entrance gates have, however, been sent to the Guardians by the 
architect of the Commissioners. 

The attention of the architect will be directed to the resolution as to ventilation. 



Further Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 17th December 1842. 

With reference to the ventilators on the male side of the house, the Commissioners are 
informed by their architect, that the ventilators have recently been examined, and that, owing 
to the shrinking of the wood since it was first painted, there was a slight leakage, which 
has since been remedied, and moreover that the work was properly done originally. 

The Commissioners are further informed, that the wet complained of appears to have 
originated chiefly from neglect in not closing the louvres of the ventilators at the time of 
bad weather, and in not having kept the spout-heads clear, some of them being filled with 
dirt ‘ 



Minute of Guardians, 6th December 1842. 

(No. 16227 D. 42.) 

The Guardians of the Strabane Poor Law Union having duly considered the opinion of 
counsel, in which he states that it does appear to him that there has been improvident 
waste of the money of the Union in providing the poorhouse thereof, but still that the Act 
of Parliament does not permit any remedy. 

Resolved, That they will not proceed to show cause against the mandamus. 

616. y y 3 Minute 
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Minute of Guardians, 13th December 1842. 

(No. 16756 D. 42.) 

The Guardians of the Strabane Board beg to call the attention of the Commissioners to 
their resolution of the 6th instant, informing them that the Guardians had determined not 
to show cause against the mandamus issued by the Commissioners against the Strabane 
Guardians. 



Minutes of Guardians, 20th December 1842. 

(No. 17099 D. 42.) 

A form of application to the Commissioners for the Issue of Loans for Public Works and 
Fisheries being submitted to the Board, was agreed to, and ordered to be signed by the 
chairman, and two of the Guardians present, on behalf of the majority, for the loan of the 
sum of 1,450 /. to pay extra works. 

Upon which the following protest was moved by Captain Fenwick, seconded by Mr. 
Jones, and adopted by the Board, with the dissent of Mr. O’Neill, Mr. John M'Crea and 
Mr. Alexander : 

We, the undersigned, do solemnly protest against the arbitrary proceedings of the Poor 
Law Commissioners, in their persisting to exact off the Union the sum of 1,450/., the 
balance of an amount of 9,750/.: notwithstanding the most unanswerable statement laid 
before the Commissioners by this Board, that sum was most unduly charged, inasmuch 
as it is to defray costs never incurred, and to pay for the alterations and improvements 
which, in some instances, have not been made, and in all have been charged for in an 
exorbitant and dishonest manner. 



(signed) 



B. G. Humfrey, Chairman. Rt. Smyly. 
Wm. Fenwick. John Lowry. 

Walter Jones. Wm. Dick. 

James Sinclair. Wm. M'Crea. 

J . R. Auchinleck. George Knox. 

John Holmes. James Kerr. 

Wm. Ligerson. 



Extract from Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 26th December 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the Board 
of Guardians of the Strabane Union, and the Guardians having made application for the 
workhouse loan, the Commissioners have directed the proceedings in the Queen’s Bench to 
be suspended. 



DUNMANWAY UNION. 



Resolution of Guardians, 19th August 1840. 

(No. 4660 D. 40.) * . . 

That the attention of the Commissioners be drawn to the description of slate which the 
contractor for building the Dunmanway Workhouse purposes to use, slate from the quarry 
at Glandon or Benduff; that if Irish slate be used, the best description, as mentioned in the 
specification, should be made use of, which the Guardians have reason to believe that the 
slate of Glandon or Benduff is not. 

Note.^- Referred to the architect, 22d August 1840. 



Resolution of Guardians, 26th August 1840. 

(No. 4797 D. 40.) 

That Welsh slate should be used in place of Glandon or Benduff Irish slate for the 
Dunmanway Workhouse. 

Note by Architect. 

Wrote to clerk of works on this subject, 30th August 1840. 

Geo. W. 



Resolution of Guardians, 30th September 1840. 

(No. 5537 D. 40.) 

That the clerk be directed to write to the Commissioners, stating the very great delay 
which has been caused to the covering of the workhouse, in consequence of no directions 
being given in answer to former communications respecting the description of slate to be 
made use of, and to request as speedy an answer as possible. 
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Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 3d October 1840. 

The delay in roofing the workhouse, of which the Guardians complain, has arisen from the 
objections which they have made to the use of Irish slates. All contractors have been 
directed to use Irish slates, where they can be obtained at a fair price and of good quality, 
as the use of them will tend to the increase of employment in the country, and avoid delay, 
which frequently occurs in obtaining Welsh slates ; but, in consequence of the Guardians’ 
objection to local slates, the contractor for Dunmanvvay Workhouse has been directed to use 
only the slates of Welsh quarries, if they can possibly be obtained. 



Resolution of Guardians, 3d April 1841. 

(No. 2735 D. 41.) 

That the attention of the Commissioners be particularly requested to the levelling of the 
yards of workhouse, as the Guardians are of opinion that the yards should be filled to the 
levels originally proposed, for the safety of the inmates, and the wholesomeness of the 
building. 

Note by Architect, 14th April 1841. 

There has been nothing done at variance with the contract, or different to what was 
originally intended. 

Geo. W. 



Resolution of Guardians, 17th April 1841. 

(No. 3404 D. 41.) 

That it is the opinion of this Board, that the attention of the Commissioners be called to 
the conduct of the contractor, in persevering slating the front building of the Dunmanway 
Workhouse with Glandon or Benduff slates, notwithstanding the clerk of works having 
served him with a notice not to persist in doing so, and to request that the specification will 
be strictly adhered to. 

That it is the particular desire of the Board that a shed or stable be built for the use of 
the Guardians’ horses while attending their meetings at the Board ; and that the particular 
attention of the Commissioners be called thereto, giving orders to have a cheap shed or 
stable built. 



Resolution of Guardians, 4th May 1841. 

(No. 4150 D. 41.) 

That the Guardians having viewed the different yards of the workhouse, and received the 
clerk of works’ report of the different levels, came to the unanimous determination that the 
small yard at the south side of front building should be brought within six inches of the 
leTel of the floor of said building ; the men’s yard in rear of main building is to be brought 
within six inches of the level of - the floor of main building, kitchen and shed of said yard ; 
and that the infirmary and idiots’ yards should also be brought within six inches of the 
levels of the floors, and the surrounding ground to the breadth of 10 feet, to be brought to 
tlie same level, except where the cellar-doors are, which may be otherwise arranged. 

Note by Architect, 20th May 1841. 

I have written to the clerk of Guardians to say I expect shortly to be at Dunmanway, 
and will bring the matter before the Guardians, whom I have to see respecting the 
fittings, &c. 

Geo. W. 
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Resolution of Guardians, 29th July 1841. 

(No. 6968 D. 41.) 

That the Guardians view with great displeasure the conduct of the contractor in digging 
and carrying away the surface of several parts of the workhouse-field, contrary to repeated 
notice sejved on him to desist : the Guardians trust that the Commissioners will not allow 
such conduct to pass unpunished ; and that they will require the contractor to replace the 
same mould or surface which he removed ; and also that they will require him to fill up 
all quarry-pits sunk by him on the workhouse site, and to bring said pits to their original 
level. 

Note by Architect. 

Attended to. Wrote to contractor, 7th August 1841. 

Geo. W. 



6 16. 
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Notes. 

The contractor has 
received directions 
to use Bangor 
slates. Geo. W. 

Will be attended to 
when next at Dun- 
manway, when 1 
shall attend a meet- 
ing of Guardians. 

Geo. W. 
5th May 1841. 



356 CORRESPONDENCE between the POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS and 
Resolution of Guardians, 2d October 1841. 

(No. 9164 D. 41.) 

That the Guardians have to report the unfinished state of the workhouse and yards ; the 
windows are defective, admitting rain in large quantities ; all the walls are damp, and the 
yards are not properly levelled, requiring a foot of filling in some parts to throw off the 
surface water ; the force pump is defective, to all*which the attention of the Commissioners 
is particularly requested ; and also the quarry-pits made in the workhouse field by the 
contractor are yet open ; the Guardians request directions may be given to the contractor to 
have them filled up. 

Note by Architect, 10th November 1841, on the foregoing. 

The contractor has been written to on the subject of the within minute, and has been 
further communicated with this day. 



Resolution of Guardians, 16th October 1841. 

(No. 9732 D. 41.) 

That the Guardians have heard with surprise of the inspector s visit at the workhouse, 
without having given notice thereof to the building committee, and to the clerk of works. 

That the Guardians have just received the report of the visiting committee, and regret to 
be obliged to call the immediate attention of the Commissioners to the state of the building, 
the whole of which is now running down with water ; the Guardians will be obliged at their 
next meeting to take into consideration the propriety of closing the house if it be allowed to 
continue in its present state. 

Note . — Received and referred to the architect for his immediate attention, 20th October 



Resolution of Guardians, 4th December 1841. 

(No. 11257 D. 41.) 

That the Guardians regret that no attention has been paid to their frequent reports to the 
Commissioners on the defective state of the building ; the windows of the house admit so 
much rain, that the several apartments are constantly overrun with water ; the force-pump 
in the wash-house is completely useless, and the turrets are in such a state, that after every 
rain that part of the building is completely flooded. The Guardians request to be informed 
whether the contractor is bound to execute the above works in a permanent manner, and if 
so, that the Commissioners will compel him to do so under the superintendence of the clerk 
of works : the pits sunk in the several parts of the field by the contractor are not yet filled up, 
and a large stone within one yard of the front building is not removed. 

Note by Architect, 10th December 1841. 

The contractor was written to on the subject of the complaints made by the Guardians. 
Mr. Ryan, assistant architect, will be at Dunmanway next Saturday, the 18th, to survey 
the building, and any defects in the work that belong to the contractor must be attended to 
by him. 

3 Geo. W. 

A letter was addressed to the Guardians on the 15th December 1841, stating that one of 
the architect’s assistants had been directed to proceed to Dunmanway to inspect thebuildiugi 
and take such steps as might be necessary. 



Resolution of Guardians, 15th January 1842. 

(No. 696 D. 42.) 

That the attention of the Commissioners be called to the state of the pumps ; the one in 
the wash-house is entirely useless, which is the cause of great inconvenience, and the other 
is in such bad order, that it is nearly useless ; it is also requested that the Commissioners will 
compel the contractor to complete any of the unfinished work which he has left undone, as 
the state of the house is such, that it is absolutely necessary something should be done 
without delay. 

Note.— Referred to the architect, in order to his visiting the district. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 27th January 1842. 

The Commissioners desire to inform the Board of Guardians, that the building having 
been recently surveyed, with a view to any defect therein being remedied, the architect will 
in a few days proceed to Cork, to communicate with the Assistant Commissioner, Mr- 
Voules, and will be instructed to take such steps as may be necessary for finishing the work- 
house in a satisfactory manner. 

Resolutions 
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Resolutions of Guardians, 19th February 1842. 

(No. 2224 D. 42.) 

That a committee of the following gentlemen be appointed to detail, in'. writing, the several 
objections which the Guardians entertain to the items in the contractor’s account for extras : 
JVlr Bryan, Mr. Donovan, Mr. Barrett, and Mr. Thomas Gillman : 

And that such committee do also state the claims for allowance to which they think the 
Guardians entitled. 

That the commissioners be requested to send down the specification, drawings, &c., and 
the reports of the clerk of the works, relative to works omitted by the contractor. 

That the Guardians also request that the Commissioners willcall upon the contractor to 
complete his contract without delay. 

Extract from Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 1st March 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners transmit herewith a copy of the specification of the works. 
The Commissioners desire to referthe Guardians to the architect’s report of the 18th January, 
already forwarded to them, in which the amount due is certified only on condition'of the 
contractor’s remedying the works, respecting which notice has been served on him ; and 
they will communicate immediately with their architect relative to the steps to be taken in 
respect of such works. 

The drawings of the workhouse will be forwarded in a few days. 

JVote . — Drawings sent on 9th March 1842. 



Minute of Guardians, 9th April 1842. 

(No. 4542 D. 42.) 

Resolved, That the finance committee have gone over, as minutely as the documents would 
allow, the contractor’s bill for extra works, furnished to the Board of Guardians by the 
Poor Law Commissioners, 9th February 1842; and the list of omitted works furnished by 
Mr. Wilkinson, 9th March 1842 ; and have drawn up the following report, which the com- 
mittee beg leave to lay before the Board of Guardians : 

“ Explanation of the course pursued for the erection of the Union Workhouses in Ireland.” 
(By No. 4.) “ That the remaining sum of 15 per cent, on the amount of contract to be let 
unpaid for two months after the building shall have been completed, to be then paid, on the 
architect’s certificate, subject to abatement, should any defects appear in the work.” 

“The contractor’s bill amounts to 6,376/., and the 15 per cent, to be kept back until com- 
pletion of work, would amount to 956/. The architect has not inspected the house since it 
was given up, until Saturday, the 19th February, and then only partially, but has taken upon 
himself to certify for the sum of 6,900/., which has been paid to the contractor, although 
repeated complaints were forwarded to the Commissioners by the Board of Guardians of 
the unfinished state of the building. 

“That at the meeting of the Board of Guardians, on the 19th February instant, Mr, 
Wilkinson admitted that several works would require to be completed by the contractor of 
the original estimate, before the building could be deemed complete ; viz., leakage in roof, 
earthen floors, leakage in all the windows, weather-cocks, besides other additional works 
not complete, pumps, &c. That the prices allowed by Mr. Wilkinson for the additional 
works and fittings, not provided for by the contract, are exorbitant, in most cases more than 
25 per cent, over the prices paid in the neighbourhood ; and the committee conceive that the 
architect is to be guided by that rule in making a reasonable valuation. That the committee 
have gone over the different items carefully, and made remarks on the several ones which 
appear too high, but they beg leave to call the particular attention of the Guardians to two 
items which, in their opinion, ought not to have been allowed at all by Mr. Wilkinson, and 
which has been done in defiance of the repeated remonstrances of the Board of Guardians ; 
?iz. 12/. 10s. for extra trunking in yards, and 17/. 7s. 6 d. for steps to infirmary. The con- 
tractor was bound by section No. 11 in specification, to level the yards. That Mr. Wilkinson 
pointed out to the contractor, 1st July 1841, in the presence of the building committee, the 
level to which the contractor was bound to fill the yards. That the contractor got permission 
to place steps to save expense of heavy filling, and that the yards have never beeu filled to 
the level pointed out by Mr. Wilkinson ; and repeated complaints have been forwarded by 
the Board of Guardians ; and so far from any attention being paid to these complaints, 
Mr. Wilkinson has certified for those two items, without even an inspection. The charge 
for insurance by the contractor, until the woikhouse was taken up, appears contrary to the 
general usage in the execution of public works in Ireland : we are the more confirmed in our 
opinion that the insurance should be paid by the contractor, as we find that the premium 
"as liable to stamp duty, whereas by sec. 96, 1 & 2 Viet. c. 56, ‘all contracts made in 
pursuance of the order of the Commissioners, shall not be chargeable with any stamp duty.’ 
That Mr. Wilkinson lias omitted and neglected to charge the contractor for the omitted 
"orks, which will amount, by the list forwarded by Mr. Wilkinson, to upwards of 50/.” 

That the Board of Guardians adopt the above report, and beg leave to draw the immediate 
a ttention of the Commissioners to the very negligent and extraordinary conduct of their 
c ®icer, Mr. Wilkinson, and to request an immediate investigation. 

616. Z Z Extract 
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Extract from Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 29th June 1842, in 
reference to the foregoing. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have directed that a copy of a report which they have this 
day received from their architect on the subject, be forwarded herewith, for the information 
of the Guardians. 



Architect’s Report, referred to in foregoing. 

Gentlemen Ballyshannon, 27th June 1842. 

I have the honour to submit the following observations, in reference to proceedings of the 
Board of Guardians of the Dunmanway Union on the 9th of April last. 

The matters complained of by the Guardians are, 1st, That 15 per cent, on the amount 
of the contract has not been reserved, in accordance with the provisions of the contract, and 
that the payments have been made, on my certificate, without the required survey of the 
buildings having been made, and notwithstanding that there were defects in the building 
which the contractor was liable to remedy. . 

2d. That the prices allowed for extra works are too high (these the committee have 
marked), and that two items in particular, one of 12 2. 10s. and another of 17/. 7s. 6d. 
(being charges for filling the yards, and for external steps to doors), ought not to be allowed, 
as the contractor was bound by his contract to do this work ; and that the levels which he 
was bound to make were pointed out by me to the contractor, in the presence of the com- 
mittee, in July 1831. ... 

3d. That the charge allowed for insurance is contrary to usage, and is a claim to which 

the contractor is not entitled, according to his contract. 

4th. That the attention of the Commissioners be called to the negligent and extraordinary 
conduct of their architect, and request an investigation. 

In reply to the first of these statements, I have to observe, that the payments to the con- 
tractor were, throughout the progress of the work, made in accordance with the conditions 
of the contract, which provided for a reserve of 15 per cent, on the work executed, as a 
security against the contractor being overpaid in respect thereof ; and although it is fre- 
quently the practice to make advances to contractors, to enable them to prosecute the 
works (and much difficulty has often occurred if payments have been withheld), yet m this 
case the works have been brought to a close, and a sum has been withheld from the con- 
tractor greater than the contract contemplated. 

The clause alluded to by the Guardians, with reference to the reserve of 15 per cent, as a 
guarantee for the goodness and for the completion of the work, is as follows : 

“ The reserve of 15 per cent, shall be payable on the architect’s certificate, on the expi- 
ration of two months from the completion of the works included in the contract, except the 
painting and whitewashing of the plastering ; but such final payment shall be subject to any 
abatements which the architect may make for remedying any defects in the works, which, 
on notice thereof by him to the contractor, shall not be forthwith remedied.” 

On the 13th of December last, there was due to the contractor a sum of 950/. ; and on 
the 18th of the following month I reported to your Board on the contractor’s account, and 
stated that there was a balance due to him on his examined and reduced account of 
150/. 14s. 2J</., subject to the remedying of some works previous to the closing of the 
account, and which had been ascertained, by survey duly made, to be defective. These 
defective works consist chiefly of the repairs required in the mortar-floors, where they do 
not appear to have been well executed ; the re-puttying and pointing the w liidow-hghts which 
were exposed, in their original execution, to very unfavourable weather ; and some defective 
work in lead-work, pump, &c., being minor defects, occurring in most buildings to a greater 
or less extent on their completion, and which may be expected in extensive build mgs with 
so much detail. The contractor has been duly called on to do these works, but he has 
hitherto neglected to comply ; and the sum reserved is available, according to the intentions 
of the contract, for the payment of the cost of the work. 

With reference to the second item of the statement, I have to observe, that the prices 
allowed to the contractor, and which the Guardians consider too high, have all been 
carefully examined, and a reduction of 225/. 12s. 11 \d. has been made from the con- 
tractor’s charges ; but as I have not the account showing the objections in detail, 1 am 
unable more particularly to advert thereto, except to state that I am under the impression, 
frdm the interview 1 had with the Guardians in February last, that in stating their opinions 
as to the prices at which they are able to procure the execution of some oi the works, and 
more particularly the price per perch demanded by local workmen for wallmg, they have 
altogether overlooked the expenses incurred by the contractor for establishment charges, 
for the advance of capital, loss of time, Sic., from which a small tradesman m executing 
works of minor extent is almost wholly exempt. The prices allowed are, to the best of my 
knowledge, very moderate, and are, I believe, in the aggregate, less than is paid for simi ar 
contract works in the country. , 

As regards the two items of 12/. 10s. and 17/. 7s. 6 d connected with the filling ot tne 
yards, l consider the contractor fairly entitled to them. The building has been placed on an 
excellent site, in the position best suited for obtaining tails favourable to the drainage ot the 
vards, as well as requiring least expense in the walling of the foundations, (oee my 
report of the 18th January to your Board on the adjustment of contractor’s account). 

The Guardians interpret the specification in a way different, not only to its true intent, 
but not in accordance with the usual interpretation of contracts elsewhere ; had the levels ot 
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the yards been executed as originally required by the Guardians, the extent of extra work Workhouses 
in walling alone, to which the contractor would have been liable, would have been very con- (Complaints). 

siderable; in directing the contractor to execute the work as it lias been done, the question 

of his liability was not decided, as the adjustment of the sum to which he might be entitled Dunmanway 
for extra work was not considered till the completion of the building. l)n:on. 

In reference to the third item, the charge allowed for insurance of the building, I have to 
state that this has been done in accordance with the intention of the contract, and is allowed 
to all the contractors. The insurance was not effected under an order of the Commissioners, 
because it was deemed by your Board that the order contemplated by the Irish Poor Relief 
Act did not extend to insurances effected by contractors. Even if it had been stipulated by 
the contract that the contractors should themselves be at the expense of the insurances, it 
would have occasioned the same outlay, as the amount would have been estimated by the 
contractors, and added to the amount of their tender, and the control which is obtained by 
the present arrangements for the security of the insurance would, to a great extent, have 
been lost. 

In reference to the fourth charge of the Guardians, complaining of neglect, and of 
extraordinary conduct on my part, in the course I have taken, I have to state, that I regret 
very much that I have incurred such unfavourable opinions, having endeavoured at Dun- 
manway, more particularly than elsewhere, to act in accordance with the views of the 
Guardians ; and that 1 have not satisfied the contractor any better than I have the Guar- 
dians, is also matter of regret, inasmuch as the contractor, from the feelings he has 
expressed, and the course he (through his attorney) has pursued, considers himself unfairly 
dealt with, by the great reductions made on his account. I cannot, however, avoid ex- 
pressing my opinion, that the Guardians have considered me as much under their immediate 
employment and direction as under those of the Commissioners ; and my having a duty to 
discharge affecting the interests of others which compelled me to act at variance with the 
views of the Guardians, in respect both of the terms of the contract, and the prices to 
which the contractor is entitled, have together, I believe, occasioned the unfavourable 
expression above alluded to. 

I may mention that, in compliance with the wish of the chairman of the Board of 
Guardians, the clerk of works employed was employed on my recommendation to your 
Board, and, in compliance with the wish of the Guardians, they have been attended by 
myself and the assistant architects when required. A stable has also been executed in 
accordance with their wishes, the cost of which now forms part of the contractor’s extra 
account, which is laid before the Guardians with every explanation they require thereon, 
together with the particulars of the expenditure in the fullest detail. 

I have to regret that the account for extra work, as examined and reduced, has been 
withheld from the contractor’s inspection by the Guardians, with whom it is now deposited. 

The contractor, when in Dublin, previous to my report on the account, was engaged with 
Mr. Leeson and myself in answering some objections made to the items which it was pro- 
posed to reduce, and the account was afterwards closed ; but in consequence of the. con- 
tractor’s absence from Dublin, he was unable to take account of the items forming the 
reduction ; and in reply to his application for copies of them, he has since been directed to 
apply to the Guardians, to whom the original document has been sent for the sole purpose 
of affording them information as to the expenditure of the money. 

I think the refusal to allow the contractor access to the account is, to a great extent, the 
cause of his refusal to remedy the defective minor works before alluded to, and which I 
consider it is advisable forthwith to employ some one to execute ; and as the contractor is 
liable for these works, the cost of their execution can be paid out of the amount which 
remains unpaid on the balance of the contractor’s account. 

I have, Sec. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. Geo. Wilkinson. 



Minute of Guardians, 19th July 1842. 

(No. 9058 D. 42.) 

Mr. Wilkinson, architect, present. 

Copy of Mr. Wilkinson’s report of 27th June 1842, respecting contractor’s account, read. 

Resolved, That it is the unanimous opinion of this Board, that the most advisable course 
to adopt respecting the unsettled accounts of the contractor is, that a new contract should 
be entered into by the Guardians, for the purpose of having all omitted works immediately 
finished, and that the amount thereof be deducted from what Mr. Wilkinson considers the 
former-extractor entitled to. 

Note by Architect, 11 th August 1842. 

It has been agreed to by the Guardians’ resolution herein contained, that the cost of 
remedying defects which the contractor is liable for should be advanced to a sub-contractor 
j°r performing the work ; and the difference between the certified balance due to the 
building contractor and the amount of contract to be made for remedying defects, should 
be paid by the Guardians to the building contractor, to close his building account. 

Geo. W. 
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Minute of Guardians, 30th July 1842. 

(No. 9700 D. 42.) 

Resolved, That notice is hereby given, that, on this day fortnight, the Board are deter- 
mined to take into consideration the propriety of rescinding a resolution passed on the 
19th instant, relative to the contractor’s unsettled accounts, and finishing the omitted 
works. 



Minute of Guardians, 13th August 1S42. 

(No. 10370 0.42.) 

W. J. Voules, esq., Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, present. 

Resolved, That the words “by the Guardians” in the resolution of the 19th July be 
expunged, and that the words “ by the Commissioners ” be substituted. 



Minute of Guardians, 3d September 1842. 

(No. 11293 D. 42.) 

Letter from the architect, of 30th August, read. 

Resolved, That having taken Mr. Wilkinson’s letter into consideration, the Guardians are 
unanimously of opinion, that it will be sufficient time to discuss the question respecting the 
balance alleged to be due to the contractor, when he completes the house according to the 
arrangements he entered into when he became contractor. 



Resolution of Guardians, 24th September 1842. 

(No. 12306 D. 42.) 

That the attention of Mr. Wilkinson, the architect, be called to the very unpleasant smell 
which arises from the privies, in order that some prevention should be devised. 

Note. — Referred to the architect, 29th September 1842. 



Minutes of Guardians, 19th November 1842. 

(No. 15589 D. 42.) 

Resolved, The Board of Guardians have taken into consideration the demand made by 
the Commissioners to them to execute a bond to raise 300 1 . for the followin 

Additional sums to pay contractor for additional works - 
Head landlord, for interest in workhouse site 
Crow n solicitor’s costs and fees on deed for further loan 





£. s. d. 


- 


128 10 11 


- 


80 - - 


- 


91 9 1 


£. 


1 300 - - 



and regret that they must decline to execute the bond, for the following reasons : 
1. If credit be allowed the Union for the following sums, 

£. s. d. 

71 1 2 

49 10 10 
17 - - 

£. 137 11 - 



as by the accounts from Mr. Wilkinson we are led to suppose it is entitled to, the con- 
tractor is overpaid. Mr. Wilkinson has proposed, by his letter to Mr. Calnon, 10 th August 
1842, to contract with him for 71/. Is. 2d. to complete certain works which the contractor 
was liable to perform under his contract for the erection of the Dunmanway Workhouse. 
The work being still unexecuted, that sum of 71 1. Is. 2d. must of course be deducted. 

Mr. Wilkinson has returned a list of works omitted out of the original contract, which 
have been priced by the clerk of works to be 49/. 10s. 10 c/., which of course ought to be 
deducted out of the original contract ; no credit appears for that sum in any of the accounts 
submitted by Mr. Wilkinson to the Board of Guardians. 

During the progress of the erection of the house, the building committee, Messrs. 
Conner, James Gill man, Donovan and Thomas Gillman, met Mr. Wilkinson and the con- 
tractor at the workhouse. The contractor requested permission to place some steps in one 
of the yards, instead of filling the yard, as required by specification, and thereby save the 
contractor considerable expense ; and the committee, with Mr. Wilkinson’s consent, agreed. 
In the account for extra works, 17 l. has been allowed for those very steps. 

2. The next item in the account is 80/. to head landlord for site of workhouse. The 
ground, six acres, was taken from Mr. Norwood, at 2/. 10 s. per acre per annum, and pur- 
chased 
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chased at 20 years’ purchase for 300/. In the 6th, 7th and 8th Reports of the Poor Law 
Commissioners to Parliament, the purchase-money is put down 300/., and no compensation 
or annual rent. We are bound to take for granted those reports are correct, and if so, there 
can be no claim for any additional sum. 

We abstain from entering into complaints against Mr. Wilkinson, although we conceive 
there is just ground for doing so, inasmuch as that officer has clearly deviated from the 

K ‘ed instructions of the Commissioners in two very material points. He did not keep 
lo per cent, of the contract-money until the completion of the work, nor did he take 
the price of work in the neighbourhood as a guide to fix the price of extra work. We at 
all times deprecate any variance or altercation between the Poor Law Commissioners and 
the Board of Guardians, as tending to impede the efficacy of the Poor Law system, which 
we have found to work well and satisfactorily in this Union ; but more especially at this 
period, when the greatest dissatisfaction is generally felt and expressed by the rate-payers 
in the two adjoining Unions, Skibbereen and Bandon, accompanied by overt acts of violence 
to resist the payment of the rate ; and we should very much regret that any circumstances 
should arise to produce a similar feeling in this Union. 

If a just and reasonable case be made out, the Hoard of Guardians will be most willing 
and ready to pay any sum required, as well for that as for the bill of costs ; but it will 
become a matter of consideration with the Guardians whether it may be most advantageous 
to raise the sum required by a loan, or pay it out of the rate. 

Notes by Architect, 6th December 1842, on the foregoing. 

(No. 15308 D. 42.) 

Nos. 1, 2 & 3 are matters which the Board of Guardians originate, in consequence of 
their taking a different view of the contract requirements to that of the architect. 

N o. 5 contains two charges ; the first is, that 1 3 per cent, was not retained ; I consider 
the full reserve was throughout kept under consideration ; the Guardians consider that at this 
time this reserve ought to be kept from the contractor. The second charge is not supported 
by any specific prices; to prove wliat is stated, I consider the price of the extra work below 
the average prices of the neighbourhood in several of the charges, and that there is no 
ground for complaint on this head. (See former papers in explanation of the Guardians’ 
views of the contract.) 

Geo. W. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 7th December 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration the resolutions of the Board 
of Guardians of the Dunmanway Union of the 19th ultimo, relative to the accounts for 
building the workhouse, and the cost of the site. 

The Commissioners have communicated with their architect upon the several points 
referred to by the Guardians in respect to the building accounts, and while they regret the 
delay that must occur from the unwillingness of the "Guardians to take the necessary steps 
in order that the balance certified to be due to the contractor may be paid, they consider 
that the most expedient course will be for the architect to attend the Guardians, and afford 
explanations upon the particulars referred to in the Guardians’ minutes ; and the Com- 
missioners have accordingly instructed him to attend the Guardians with this view, as early 
as his present engagements will permit ; and they have requested him to inform the Guar- 
dians of the time when he will attend. 

With regard to the item of 80 /. paid to the head landlord in respect of the land forming 
the site of the workhouse, it was originally proposed to obtain the land from Mr. Norwood 
for the sum of 300/. On the investigation of title, it was found by the law advisers of the 
Commissioners that the land was charged with a head-rent, against which Mr. Norwood 
could not grant such indemnity as could be accepted. Under the opinion of the Attorney- 
general, it became necessary that the head landlord should join in the conveyance ; and on 
application to Mr. Norwood, he declined to apply to him lor this purpose, unless a consi- 
deration were paid by the Commissioners to the head landlord ; and on communication 
with him, he required 100 /. The sum of 68/. los., being 20 years’ purchase of the head- 
rent, was offered by the Commissioners, as proposed by Mr. Norwood, and after seme corre- , 

spoiith-iee with the head landlord, Mr. Townsend, the sum of 80 /. was agreed upon. A 
copy of his last letter on the subject is enclosed herewith. ”, — 

The original agreement with Mr. Norwood having been for the purchase of his interest in 
ffie land for 300/., there was no other course open to the Commissioners, in accordance 
with the opinions of their legal advisers ; and the necessity for the arrangements for the 
payment of the consideration for head-rent not having arisen till after the publication of the 
seventh annual report, which specifies the “ purchase-money” at 300/., the head-rent could 
fl ot be set forth therein. 

By order of the Board. 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

oftho Dunmanway Union. 

616, z z 3 Enclosure 



I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Dunmanway 



tge digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Dunmanway 



Feimoy Union. 



362 60RRESP0NDEN CE between the P OOR LAW COMMISSIONERS and 



Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 

Dear sir, Smithville, Skibbereeu, 2d November 1841. 

Mr. Fitzmaurice has this day laid before me the Commissioners’ letter, and my views of 
the thing are as I before mentioned ; it is scarcely worth my while to accept of a less sum 
than 100/. ; however, at the suggestion of Mr. Fitzmaurice, I will accept of 80/., and not 
less, and then join in the necessary documents. 

To William Norwood, esq., 'Ikomas Townsend. 

Bally Halwick. 



Minutes of Guardians, 21st January 1843. 

(No. 1637 D. 43.) 

The Assistant Commissioner, W. J. Voules,esq., and Mr. Wilkinson, the architect, present. 
That upon the explanation and discussion with Mr. Wilkinson, the contractor and the 
Assistant Commissioner, it is agreed, that we do now apply for the loan of 250/., to be 
applied in the following manner : — 

Balance due to the contractor beyond the 22/. 3s. 3d., now in the hands | £. s. d. 

of the Commissioners applicable for the purpose (See statement) - | 49 1 - 

Purchase of Mr. Townsend’s interest ----- 
Contingencies - -- -- -- -- 



FERMOY UNION. 



Resolutions of Guardians, 24th April 1839. 

(No. 1861 D. 39.) . r . , p 

That this Board, without desiring to interfere in any way with the powers of the Poor 
Law Commissioners, are of opinion, that in case the question of providing a workhouse for 
this Union is still open, it is highly advisable that they should at once respectfully com- 
municate to the Commissioners their unanimous opinion that it would be conducive to the 
general interest of the Union that a new building should be erected, in preference to taking 
any existing building, more particularly the Fermoy new Barracks, which they are certain 
would require a heavy annual expenditure, and which they know to be deficient m a supply 
of good water ; and that they are satisfied many eligible sites may be easily procured in 
the neighbourhood on reasonable terms. 

That this Board are further of opinion, that the employment consequent on the erection 
of a new building is a most important consideration in the present distressed state of the 
working classes in this district. 



Minute of Guardians, 25th June 1839. 

(No. 2731 D. 39.) 

W. J. Youles, esq., Assistant Commissioner in attendance. 

The Assistant Commissioner having read portions of the correspondence between the 
Board of Commissioners, their architect, and the person representing the Ordnance Board, 
by which it appeared that an arrangement was concluded, or nearly so, for taking a portion 
of the Fermoy new barracks for the purpose of a workhouse for this Union, and from 
which it also appeared that the cost thereof, including the alterations and repairs, would 
very nearly equal the expense of erecting a new building ; 

It was resolved, That a memorial deprecating such a course, and repeating the strong and 
unanimous opinion of this Board in favour of a new building, be accordingly framed and 
forwarded by the vice-chairman to the Poor Law Commissioners, through the Assistant 
Commissioner, and that the same shall be signed by the vice-chairman on behalf of this 
Board. 

Memorial referred to in foregoing Minutes. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Sec. Sec. Sec., Dublin. 

(No. 2771 D. 39.) 

The memorial of the Guardians of the Fermoy Poor Law Union respectfully showeth, 
That your memorialists received with much surprise and regret the communication made 
to them this day by the Assistant Commissioner, on the subject of the workhouse for this 
Union, by which it appeared that, contrary to the expressed wishes and opinions of the 
Board of Guardians, the Commissioners had arranged terms with the Board of Ordnance 
for the purchase, of a portion of the barracks. 

That your memorialists continue unanimously of the same opinion as they before expressed, 
that even at a considerably greater first cost, it would be much more desirable to have a 
new building erected ; and that they were in consequence proportionably surprised to learn, 
that the terms estimated for the barracks, viz. 3,400/. for the buildings and passage, joined 
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to the probable cost of alterations and repairs, viz. 2,225/., will together raise the expense 
within 300/. or 400/. of the sum which a new building would require. 

That it appears five or six acres of the adjoining ground must also be taken, which is 
estimated at 3 /. per acre, and 22 years’ purchase ; but that if the arrangement for the 
buildings be completed and becomes known, it is not unlikely that a larger sum will be 
demanded ; and that as suitable sites, with abundance of excellent running water, can be 
procured for a new building at from 3 /. or 4 /. per acre, and 20 years’ purchase, the ground 
at farthest will not cost more, probably less, than what must be taken near the barracks. 

That the character of the building in question is in the neighbourhood proverbially bad, 
the walls having been originally most shamefully ill-built, and that it has constantly 
involved the Ordnance, and would continue to involve the Union, in heavy yearly repairs. 
And that, upon further examination and inquiry, your memorialists are enabled to repeat 
their former statement as to the bad quality and insufficiency of the water, and of the 
wells being at this moment dry, and it being usual at all times for the troops quartered 
therein to purchase good water, which is, in consequence, regularly supplied to them by 
vendors. 

That even after the heavy outlay reported as necessary to adapt the barracks to the 
purposes of a workhouse, they will still prove much inferior in point of arrangement to a 
new building, and that where it appears the first cost will be so nearly alike, and the 
disadvantage about water as connected with the barracks so great, as well as the greater 
yearly expenditure they will involve, your memorialists are of opinion that no little weight 
ought fairly to be given to the consideration of the advantage to be derived by the poorer 
classes from the outlay of the larger sum, instead of the payment into Government of the 
greater portion of the cost, at a moment too of peculiar distress, and when that very 
Government to whom 3,400 /. of the money would be paid, are advocating plans of im- 
provement of Ireland, chiefly on the ground of the great utility of the outlay among the 
poor. 

That the gain in point of time, if any, by adopting the barracks, would be of no real 
advantage, as the valuation, which must go hand in hand, cannot probably be completed 
for the space of 10 or 12 months. 

That it therefore appears to your memorialists, that while many advantages would result 
from a new building, not one beyond the possible saving of about 300/. in the first outlay, 
is to be derived from the adoption of the barracks ; and that as your memorialists and the 
rate-payers whom they represent, are the parties who exclusively will have to pay the charge, 
and can have no interest in a misrepresentation on the subject, they earnestly entreat the 
Commissioners will be pleased to take this memorial into their serious consideration, and 
should no better reasons to the contrary exist than those which have been stated, that the 
Commissioners will then yield to the unanimous wishes of the Guardians, as well as of all 
the rate-payers within the Union, founded as those wishes are upon their local knowledge 
of the comparative advantages and disadvantages of the two plans. 

Signed, by order of the Guardians, and on their behalf, 
Board-room, Fermoy, 25th June 1839. Samuel W. Perrott. 



Letter from the Vice-Chairman of the Board of Guardians to Mr. Voules, 
Assistant Commissioner. 

(No. 2771 D. 39.) Fermoy House, Wednesday Morning, 

My dear sir, 26th June 1839. 

By direction of the Board of Guardians, I have signed on their behalf, and be"- to 
transmit you, a memorial to the Poor Law Commissioners, which they unanimously adopted 
in consequence of the unexpected and most unwelcome communication you made to them 
yesterday on the subject of the workhouse ; and they request ycu will have the kindness 
at once to transmit it to the Board, and afford its prayer and object such support as you 
consider it merits, and you can consistently give it, that we may,: if possible, avert what we 
would consider a most unfortunate and certainly not either a very kindly or courteous 
decision of the Commissioners, in the teeth of the unanimous wishes of those who have 
exclusively to pay the cost. There was not a Guardian who did not pledge himself that 
on this point he also spoke the opinions of his constituents, the rate-payers, and that they 
were satisfied that when in their respective districts they should make" known the unex- 
pected decision, the rate-payers would not fail to represent the same direct from their own 
body. I can assure you that a very strong feeling also prevailed among the Guardians, in 
which I fully participate, that in the absence of all proof or showing that we were wron°- 
if omjinanimous and disinterested opinions were so totally disregarded, it was impossible 
we could usefully serve the interests of those we represent, and that we would much rather 
dispense with the mockery of a local Board, lhan feel that, where we were content to 
sacrifice time and trouble, we were in truth but so many cyphers in the administration of 
the iaw ; and that it were better at once to relieve us of a supposed responsibility, and rest 
the duties and functions (if any), in paid and complaisant Guardians of the Commissioners’ 
own direct appointment. The Guardians desired me to say, that they will feel obliged by 
the earliest possible communication of the result of their memorial, as they are not disposed 
to let the matter rest even there, if it cannot be shown satisfactorily that they are wrong 

I am, &c., 

^ W. J . Voules, esq. Samuel W. Perrott. 

6 if). z z 4 Letter 
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Letter from the Chairman of the Board of Guardians to Mr. Voules, Assistant 
Commissioner. 

My dear sir, Moore Park, 26 th June 1839. 

Since your notification yesterday to the Guardians of the Fermoy Union of the intention 
of the Commissioners to convert a portion of the barracks into the poorhouse, I have given 
this matter some consideration. I feel convinced that Mr. Nicholls, as well as yourself, must 
naturally feel anxious for the success of the great national experiment now trying, in the 
parts as well as in the whole, in this Union, as well as in the province; I therefore hope 
that the manv strong reasons which have been urged by all the Guardians who attended at 
the numerous’meeting yesterday against the adoption of these barracks, may not only make 
a prope.r impression on your own mind, but will also induce you to convince Mr. Nicholls 
of the great disadvantage as well as impolicy of the proposed arrangement. 

No doubt you have had ample means to ascertain whether the facts stated were not per- 
fectly true. In the first place, I conceive it cannot be denied that the building of this bar- 
rack was a job, and that the walls, if closely examined, will be found to be unsound ; 
secondly, that the expense required for repairs and alterations will be very considerable, 
and, in all probability, much more than has been calculated by the inspectors ; thirdly, 
very little water, which is of a bad quality, can be obtained from the draw-wells, which are 
104 feet in depth ; at this moment two of" these draw-wells are quite dry and without water, 
although there is now little or no demand for water, and these barracks are not occupied. 

It is the unanimous opinion, not only of the Guardians, but of all the gentlemen in this 
Union whom 1 have had the opportunity of consulting, that much unnecessary expense 
will be incurred if the barracks are forced upon us ; and this is not alone the opinion of 
those residing in or near the town of Fermoy, hut also of those living at a distance. Every 
one is also convinced, that, to supply so many as 800 persons with an adequate quantity of 
water lor all domestic purposes daily, a large quantity will be required, which all the wells, 
in the most favourable season, could not supply ; and without a sufficiency of clean and 
wholesome water, neither cleanliness nor health can be maintained ; and if the Board com- 
pels the Guardians to locate the poor in these barracks, a very great additional expense must 
be incurred annually in bringing water to the spot, which is situated on the top of a hill, 
at a considerable distance from the river. Having pointed out these facts, which all agree 
in, I have only to add, that a more unpopular measure, and, in the opinion of the public, 
a more arbitrary one, could not be resorted to. From your own observation, I am sure you 
must feel convinced of the general wish, on the part of the Guardians and of the inhabitants 
of this Union, to assist, as far as in them lies, all your arrangements. I therefore hope you 
will not attribute the dislike that I, as well as all who know the locality (with perhaps the 
exception of the barrack master) have to the barracks, to any cause than their unfitness for 
a poorhouse. You are aware of most eligible sites having been offered to build upon, 
having water, &c., where ample space may be obtained, 1 think, at a moderate price; of 
course it will be for our own interest to obtain it on the cheapest terms. I much regret 
that I am not a proprietor of any land in or adjacent to the town ; if I was, I should have 
offered it with pleasure. 

It now only remains to me to recommend, in the strongest manner, the necessity and 
advantage of building a new poorhouse, instead of compelling us to put up with a badly- 
built and dilapidated pile, which every rate-payer will declaim against, and the paupers have 
just cause to complain of. I am convinced that a new house will be erected at less expense, 
and that for many years there will be no money thrown away in repairs. The sum expended 
in building will prove a great temporary assistance to the labouring poor; and as there are a 
great number of masons in and about the town of Fermoy, the work may be completed in 
as cheap and expeditious a way as could be effected in any part of Ireland. 

These are my private opinions, but they are opinions in which all agree ; 1 hope you may 
be persuaded by them, and that you will exert your influence with all the Poor Law Com- 
missioners, so as to induce them to consent to what is the unanimous desire of the Guardians 
of the Fermoy Union. 

I remain, &c. 

To W. J. Voules, esq., Cork. Mountcasliel. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 11th July 1831 ). 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration the memorial of the Guardians 
of Fermoy Union, forwarded through their Assistant Commissioner, Mr. Voules, stating 
objections to the proposed purchase of part of the new barracks at Fermoy for the Union 
Workhouse. 

In proposing to obtain and adapt that barrack for the use of the Union, the Commis- 
sioners contemplated a considerable saving of time and expense in providing accommodation 
for the destitute poor to be relieved therein ; and for the accomplishment of these objects 
the Commissioners can have no doubt of obtaining the hearty concurrence of the Board of 
Guardians, supposing that the arrangement proposed shall prove conducive to so desirable 
an end. 

The buildings included in the arrangement have been found to be very substantial and 
capable of easy adaptation ; and the cost, as compared with the cost of a new house of like 
capacity, as well as the means afforded of accelerating the operation of the law, induced 

the 
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the Commissioners to consider the arrangement as being on the whole extremely favourable Workhouses 
to the Union. (Complaints). 

The buildings have been valued at 3,000 Z., the ground necessary for the workhouse at 

400 /., and the utmost cost of adaptation was originally estimated at 2,225/.; but as the Fermoy Union. 

Commissioners do not consider all the proposed alterations and additions to be actually 

necessary, they have caused another estimate to be made with reference to the actual wants 

of the Union, in which the cost is reduced to 1,500/., so that the total charge for a very 

commodious and substantial workhouse, to be thus provided, would be only 4,900 /., which 

sum would be advanced by Government on loan, the same as in the case of building an 

entirely new house. 

The Guardians appear to apprehend that additional ground would be required ; but the 
requisite quantity is included in the valuation, and the reference in it to adjacent land 
appears only for the purpose of showing the basis on which the barrack ground proposed to 
be taken has been valued at 400/. 

The whole cost, therefore, being 4,900/., the Commissioners consider that the saving to 
4 “® Umon by the arrangement would rather exceed than fall short of 2,000 /. 

Still, however, the supply and quality of the water in the barrack wells, to which the 
Guardians have called the attention of the Commissioners, is a matter of so much import- 
ance as to require special investigation ; and if the water should prove to be insufficient in 
quantity, or unfit for all the purposes of the workhouse, with the aid of such supplies as 
could be provided by tanks for receiving rain-water, the Commissioners would not consider 
it advisable to proceed further in the arrangement for obtaining possession of the barrack • 
and they have directed their architect to make a second very careful examination of the 
springs accordingly, he having been assured, on his first examination, that they afforded an 
abundant supply, although the water was rather hard. 

Whilst attending on this duty at Fermoy, the architect will be enabled to inspect such 
sites as may be pointed out, so as to be prepared on his return to report on their eligibility 
u “ e , tern ? s °j , ch the y ma y be obtained, if the arrangement for adapting the barrack 
should be abandoned on account of a deficiency of water. 

In conclusion, the Commissioners have to state, that it is their earnest desire on all occa- 
sions to pay every attention to the expressed wishes of Boards of Guardians ; but the Legis- 
lature having cast upon the Commission the duty and responsibility of forming the Unions 
and providing each Union with a competent workhouse, the Commissioners are bound to 
accomplish these objects in the way which in their judgments shall appear to be the best. 

% order of the Board, 

1 o the Clerk of the Board of Guardians W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary, 

ot the rermoy Union. 

Letter from the Clerk of the Union to Mr. Vonles, Assistant Commissioner. 

I w ♦ • e . , . . , Fermoy, 6th Februaiy 1840. 

1 beg to inform you, that, not having received any instructions with the plans of the 
poorhouse from the Commissioners, relative to advertising in the Cork newspapers for con- 
teactors for the work, I waited on Mr. Perrott this morning, who is of opinion it would be 
desirable to do so, as there may be builders in the south who may not notice the Dublin 
advertisement ; and as the labouring classes of this neighbourhood are in the greatest desti 
tution for want of employment, he thinks, for humanity’s sake, that it would be a great 
object that the work should be commenced early. ° 

Should you concur, I will forward copies of the advertisement to the editors of both 
newspapers for insertion. Waiting your reply. 

To W. J. Voules, eMp ' ''"'jaL GrM. 

Letter from Mr. Voules, Assistant Commissioner, to the Clerk of the Union. 

. , Sir > . . , , Cork, Saturday Night, 8th February 1840. 

1 have just received your letter, on my return from Kinsale. 

* Commissioners have, with a view to economy, limited the publication of notices rela- 
twe to the erection or alteration of workhouses to the General Advertiser, which is taken or 
seen by every builder in the kingdom, and they have in all cases declined to sanction the 
expense of local advertisements. 

Mr. Grubb, Clerk to Guardians, Fermoy. ’ \y j Voules 

ma y .confidently rely upon the anxiety of the Commissioners to 
give speedy effect to their wish for employment for the destitute labourers. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 2642 D. 40.) 

I u ' r ’ -.i , , . Fermoy, 16th May 1840. 

ulnTfiS” y ° U r he m,nutes , °[ Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of this 
616 h W hlS day ’ ° n reference to wh,ch y° u wiU perceive that I am directed to request 
3 A you 
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E •„ ■ t u p Tj n!ir( ) w i ia t proportions of the sum of 7,800 1. are required respectively 

(£S for ,h= p„rc^ e Of machinery, *c. 

Fermoy Union. To W. Stanley, esq., Assistant Secretary. James Grulb, Clerk to Guardians. 

Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 16th May 1840 (enclosed in foregoing Letter.) 

The Commissioners’ order to the Guardians to raise the sum of 7,8001. for the purchase, 

adapting, furnishing and machinery of the workhouse, mas read. „ „ 771 D 

Resolved That this Board having been informed by Mr. Stanley s letter (No. 2771 U. 
llth julv 1838) that the total cost of a commodious workhouse for the accommodation of 

much of the >>• now required is for the purchase and adaptation of the barrack, and how 
much for any other, and what, purposes. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No 1141 D 40 ) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

(Wo. 2542 12. 10.) 29lh MaJ I84Q 

The'poor Law Commissioners have had before them a copy of the minutes of proceedings 
at a meeting of Guardians of the Fermoy Union held on the 16th instant, a 

resolution, b, which they request to be informed how much of the sum M to 1 
rowed for providing a workhouse is for the purchase and adaptation of the ^“™ck trans 
ferred for the purpose, and how much for any other object to which the loan is to be 

^Commissioners have accordingly to state, for the information « f ° f 

dians, that the purchase-money amounts to 3,400 1 . ; and that the further sum of 4,400 1. to 
be borrowed, is intended for the following purposes : £ g 

1. For the adaptation and inclosure of the barrack, also such fit- 

tings as are to be supplied under the contract - - - 3,251 J 

2. For additional fittings, not included in the builder s contract - 1,000 

3. Contingencies, including the clerk of works weekly wages, ^ 

costs of conveyance, &c. . 7 , 

The cost of adapting the barrack exceeds the estimate formed by the Commissioners 
architect, and communicated to tile Guardians by the letter of the llth July 1839, refemd 
to in their resolution of the 16th instant. That estimate, however, was made with refer- 
ence to workhouse accommodation for 800 persons ) bat the 

quently ascertained that it would be necessary to prepare, in the first Instance for 900 
inmates they directed the plans to be enlarged ; and although they have been compelled 
o aSt rate a high contract, only one competent builder having proposed to execute 
the works for which he at first required 5,569 (., still, as shown by the following statement, 
a considerable saving to the Union will be effected by the purchase and adaptation of the 
barrack, in preference to purchasing land and erecting a new building . £ Sm d. 

1. The purchase of six statute acres of land would cost at least 500 

2. The cost of erecting a new workhouse for 900 inmates, esti- 

mated at the amount to be paid in Waterford for a house 

of that extent, would be - ^ _ _ 

3. Fittings and contingencies - - “ “ " . ’ . 

These charges, although on a low scale, make a total of 9 300 (. which is 

first stated to the Guardians. older of the Board, 

W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 



Minutes of Guardians, 30th May 1840. 

^ThemliScs 1 of the last day’s meeting were read ; also the Commissioners’letteranswer- 
Jffi“ requert, expressed at last duty’s meeting, to be made acquainted with how the 

“Ttwires^ of * »P? 

thpnwif the intention to purchase the barracks for a workhouse, remonstrated against the 
act”aiid irmmoriahaed the P Comm»sioners on the subject, as well upon other gronnd», *s also 
that, according to the estimates for alterations then before the Board (say 2,225 1.\^ 
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saving to the Union would be very trivial, and not adequate to the difference of value between 
an old and new building ; that the Commissioners, in their answer of ] 1th July (No. 2771 
D.) corrected the above estimate, and (stating the reason for its being an exaggerated one) 
furnished a new estimate of 1,500 1, and that, upon this statement being read, 'the Assistant 
poor Law Commissioner being present, and upon its being suggested by one’ of the Board 
that this estimate might prove short of the actual cost, the Assistant Commissioner there- 
upon distinctly pledged himself to the Board that the sum of 1,500 l. should not be 
exceeded ; upon which pledge the Board withdrew their opposition, and acquiesced in the 
proceeding ; that, in the said letter of the Commissioners of 11th July, no precise extent of 
accommodation is stated, whether for 800 paupers, or for more or less, but that an assur- 
ance is thereby given that we should have for the sum then stated a very commodious and 
substantial workhouse, and of course what the Commissioners considered would be fully 
adequate to the wants of the Union, but that even the increased accommodation which the 
Commissioners now state is intended does not appear to involve any new extra building, and 
does not satisfactorily account for the increased charge of 1,751 1. 13 s. 

That, under these circumstances, we cannot (without some better grounds than are at 
present before us), consistently with our sense of duty to the rate-payers of the Union, con- 
sent to become parties to charging them with any sum for adaptation or fitting up the build- 
ings exceeding the total cost heretofore represented to us by the Commissioners as sufficient, 
and to which wo consider the Commissioners as distinctly pledged. 

That our clerk be directed to forward a copy of these resolutions to the Commissioners 
as distinctly pledged. 

That our clerk be directed to forward a copy of these resolutions to the Assistant Com- 
missioner. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 3190 D.40.) 

. Fermoy, 13th June 1840. 

I herewith send you the minutes of the Board of Guardians of this Union, held this day, 
by which you will perceive l am directed by the Guardians to respectfully call the attention 
of the Commissioners to their resolutions passed at the last two meetings, and request an 
answer previous to the 20th instant, the day appointed for next meeting. 

I have, &c. 

W. Stanley, esq.. Assistant Secretary. James Grubh, 

Clerk to the Board of Guardians. 



Minutes of Guardians, 13th June 1840 (enclosed in foregoing Letter.) 

The minutes of last day’s meeting were read, &c. 

It was resolved, That this Board are surprised and regret that no communication has been 
received from the Commissioners in reference.to their resolution of the 30th day of May last, 
respecting the cost of the proposed workhouse of this Union. 

Resolved, That this Board take no further measures connected with the subject until 
Saturday next, the 20th instant, to which day this meeting do stand adjourned ; and that 
our clerk forthwith respectfully direct the attention of the Commissioners to the resolutions 
of the last and present meeting. 
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Resolutions of Guardians, 20th June 1840. 

(No. 341 5 D. 40.) 

That the Commissioners not having vouchsafed to take any notice of the resolutions passed 
by this Board, on the adapting and repairing the proposed workhouse for the Union, we 
deem it our duty to take every possible precaution to prevent the summary enforcement of 
their order of the 11th May last, the same being, in our opinion, incompatible with an express 
engagement given by the Commissioners to this Board. 

That it having come to the knowledge of this Board, that a proposal for the required 
alterations and repairs had been made to the Commissioners by a respectable person of this 
town, for less than half the sum which we are now required by the Commissioners to provide, 
we are the more satisfied that the entire circumstances of the case require a full and public 
inquiry, before the execution by this Board of any act tending to pledge the Union to the 
nionstrous sum ordered by the Commissioners. 

That this Board do petition both Houses of Parliament, stating the circumstances of the 
case, courting a full inquiry into the same, and praying for the protection of both honourable 
Houses for this Union, against any summary measures which the Commissioners may 
nave in their power to adopt, in order to enforce their said order; and that a memorial to 
fte same effect be forwarded to Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Home 
Department. 

That the Earl Mountcashell, our vice-chairman, Messrs. Handley, O’Neill and Allin, be 
entrusted with the preparation of the said petitions and memorials, to be submitted to this 
Board on Saturday next, 27th instant, to be then adopted, unless the Commissioners shall in 
file meantime show good and satisfactory reasons why we ought not to take this course. 

6l6. 3 A 2 Letter 
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Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
gj r 24th June 1840. 

The Poor Law Commissioners desire to assure the Guardians of Fermoy Uuion, with 
reference to the resolution passed by the Board on the 20tli instant, that there is not any 
intention, on the part of the Commissioners, to withhold information from the Guardians 
relative to the workhouse contract ; but that they had been unable to communicate with the 
Guardians more fully than they did by their letter of the 29th ultimo, in consequence of the 
absence of Mr. Voules, the Assistant Commissioner for the district, who has been detained in 
London longer than was expected, by business connected with the Commission ; and that 
as he has returned in the present week, and will thus be enabled to attend the Guardians’ 
next meeting, the explanation required will be afforded through him. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk of the Guardians of W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 

Fermoy Union. 

Letter from the Commissioners to Mr. Voules, Assistant Commissioner ; referred to 
ensuing Minutes of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
g; r 25th June 1840. 

The Board of Guardians of Fermoy Union having, by a resolution passed on the 20th in- 
stant, expressed an intention of appealing to Parliament against the expenses to be incurred 
in providing a workhouse for the Union, if a satisfactory explanation of the grounds of these 
expenses be not afforded, the Commissioners request you will attend the adjourned meeting 
of the Guardians, to be held on the 27th instant, for the purpose of communicating such 
information as the Board may require, in addition to that conveyed by the Commissioners’ 
letter of the 29th ultimo. 

The Guardians having received an order to borrow 7,8001., for providing a workhouse to 
accommodate 900 inmates, they have objected to apply for adoan of that amount, as it 
exceeds a low estimate of the probable cost of the workhouse, referred to by the Commis- 
sioners’ letter of the 11 th July 1839, in which it is stated that there would be a gain of 
about 2,000/. to the Union, from the purchase and adaptation of a portion of the new barrack 
of Fermoy, in preference to building a new workhouse. 

Referring to that letter, you will see that two estimates were made of the cost of adapting 
the barrack, — one of 2,225/., assuming all the alterations immediately necessary; the other 
of 1 , 500 /., made on the assumption that all the alterations would not be immediately 
required ; and you will observe that, in forming the first estimate, it was contemplated that, 
at the utmost, accommodation would be required for only 800 persons. 

The attention of the Guardians has been already directed, by the Commissioner’s letter of 
the 29 th ultimo, to the alteration made in the extent of accommodation to be provided, as 
occasioning the increase of expense to be incurred, it having been found necessary to pro- 
vide for 900 inmates in the first instance, although it was originally assumed that it might 
not be necessary to incur the whole expense of 2,225/. in providing accommodation for 800 
inmates, but that alterations which would cost only 1,509/. might be sufficient. 

It is important that you should again request the attention of the Guardians to these 
particulars, and especially to the Commissioners’ expectation that the outlay for building 
might not exceed 1,500 /.,' as it was only in that case the gain to the Union, from purchasing 
and adapting the barrack, instead of erecting a new workhouse for 800 persons, could be so 
much as 2 , 000 /. . 

The Guardians have been also made aware that only one person, whom on inquiry the 
Commissioners could consider competent, sent in a tender for erecting the new buildings, 
and making the alterations requisite for converting the barrack into a workhouse. 

The Guardians have also been informed, that the Commissioners consider the amount 
ultimately agreed to be given to the contractor, 3,251/. 13 s., may possibly be somewhat 
higher than the works might have been executed for if there had been a competition for the 
contract among builders; but although the existence of competition might have some- 
what reduced the contract, still the prices charged in the detailed estimate of the contractor 
are considered by the architect to be fair and reasonable for well-executed work and good 
materials. . 

In the resolution passed by the Guardians on the 20th instant, it is stated that the Com- 
missioners had received a second tender of much lower amount than that accepted. You 
are however aware that this tender, amounting to 1,785/. 9 s., was accompanied by a detailed 
estimate, limited to the charges for excavating and foundation walls ; and that when the 
party was called upon for an amended estimate, he merely repeated the items of the archi- 
tect’s specifications, and stated that his tender was for the whole of the works, without 
giving the details on which his proposal was founded. You are also aware that the archi- 
tect reported, on this person’s tender, that the works could not be executed for the amount 
specified, and that therefore although he was repeatedly recommended as to character, and 
the satisfactory execution of some contracts for the Ordnance Department, it would not be 
expedient to accept a proposal which would be attended with certain loss to the contractor, 
and probable delay and inconvenience, if not ultimate loss, to the Union. 

The tenders will he transmitted to you with this letter, to be laid before the Board of 
Guardians, if considered by you to be necessary for their satisfaction ; and you will observe 
that the amount for which Mr. Joyce proposed to execute the works necessary to provide 

accommodation 
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accommodation for 900 persons is 500 Z. under the architect’s estimate of the expense that 
would necessarily be incurred (2,225/.) in providing for 800 inmates. 

The cost of fittings, with the clerk of works’ salary, and other charges incident to the 
providing of workhouse accommodation, were not included in the estimate stated to the 
Guardians by the Commissioners’ letter of the 11th July 1839, as it was then only neces- 
sary to determine whether to purchase and adapt the barracks, or erect a new workhouse ; 
and therefore the further expenses of fittings and contingencies, indispensable in either case' 
were not referred to ; but they are included in the sum to be borrowed, and amount to 
1,148/. 7 s. 

Combining ail the expenses for which the loan is required, the amount is 1,500/. less than 
would have been necessary to provide a new workhouse, of the same capacity, under the 
most favourable circumstances ; the Commissioners cannot therefore see any justgrounus for 
the dissatisfaction appearing to exist, and must believe that the information which you will 
be now enabled to communicate to the Guardians, will satisfy them that the interests of the 
Union have been carefully considered in the arrangements which the Commissioners have 
concluded. 

By order of the Board, 

W. J. Voules, esq. W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 

&c. & c. &c. J 



Minute of Guardians, 27th June 1840. 

(No. 3531 D. 40.) 

Mr. Voules in attendance. 

It was resolved, That the statement of the Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, founded 
upon the letter of this Board, of the 25th instant, which he read to the meeting, not having 
satisfactorily accounted for the difference between the accepted contract and the architect s 
estimate, even with the increased accommodation for 900 inmates, this Board request the 
Commissioners will use their best exertions to procure some arrangement by which the cost 
of the workhouse may be reduced to the original estimate made for 800 inmates, with a pro- 
portionate addition for the accommodation of 900 inmates, as now contemplated. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No. 3531 D. 40.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir > 16th July 1840. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have been informed, by their Assistant Commissioner, 
Mr. Voules, that the statements communicated by him to the Board of Guardians of Fermoy 
Union, on the 27th ultimo, have not fully removed the objections made against the amount 
of expenditure to be incurred in providing a workhouse for the Union, the Guardians appear- 
ing to be of opinion, that the contract entered into with Mr. Hill, for altering the barrack 
purchased for the purpose, exceeds in amount the value of the works to be executed, as it 
exceeds the amount of the original estimate made by the Commissioners’ architect, and is 
higher than the sum which another builder, Mr. Joyce, proposed to accept. 

The Commissioners have already stated to the Guardians (in a letter of the 29th of May 
last, and subsequently through Mr. Voules), that Mr. Hill’s contract comprehends the exe- 
cution of more extensive works than were contemplated when the architect’s original 
estimate was made. The Guardians have been apprised that it was considered advisable to 
provide accommodation for 900 instead of 800 inmates, for which latter number the architect 
made his calculations, estimating the outlay at 2,225/. It has also been explained, that in 
forming the reduced estimate, amounting to 1,500/., which has been particularly referred to 
by the Guardians, he contemplated only a partial execution of the works required for com- 
pleting the accommodation necessary for 800 persons ; and it appears that this estimate was 
formed with reference to a suggestion made at a meeting of the Guardians which he attended, 
namely, to appropriate the ground-floor of the existing building for a dinner-hall, instead of 
erecting the new one comprised in the original estimate. 

The enlarged accommodation to be provided does not occasion the entire of the augmen- 
tation of 1,026 Z. in the outlay, beyond the amount originally estimated ; but it creates a large 
portion of the increased expense, as it aflects both the new works and the alterations neces- 
sary for adapting the existing building, there being much additional sub-division required. 

Another increase of the expense is occasioned by the erection of a porter’s lodge at the 
"entrance gate, an arrangement not originally contemplated. 

A further addition to the outlay has arisen from the necessity of increasing the height of 
uie boundary wall between the workhouse and the present barrack, the Board of Ordnance 
having required a wall of 12 feet in height to be constructed, instead of the one only eight 
feet high, included in the first estimate. 

A very large item in the augmented outlay, is the charge for removing, relaying and 
replacing slates. When the building was finally inspected for the purpose of forming the 
detailed estimate and specification, it was found that a considerable portion of the slating, 
apparently sound, and so considered when first examined, could not be relaid. A general 
removal of the slating thus became necessary ; and by this thorough repair of the roofs, an 
expense of 734/. 10s. has been incurred. 

6l6 - 3 A 3 There 
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There is, moreover, an augmentation of the outlay to be ascribed to the advance made in 
the amount of builder’s charges, owing to the number of workhouses which were in progress 
when the tenders for this workhouse were received; workmen’s prices having been increased, 
and competition among builders having been so much lessened, that only two tenders were 
made for the works to be executed at Fermoy. . 

The Commissioners will here state some of their reasons for having entered into a con- 
tract with Mr. Hill to execute the works for 3,251 /. 13s., m preference to Mr. Joyce, who 
had proposed to accept 1,785/. 9s. 

When Mr. Joyce made his tender, he forwarded a statement of quantities and prices, 
applying only to excavating for foundations, and erecting the walls; and even these quan- 
tities were erroneous, as he adopted the same dimensions for both digging and walling. 
However, he was allowed an opportunity of preparing an amended statement; but m this 
he gave little more than a list of the greater part of the works described in the specification, 
stating only the quantities of plastering and colouring for outward walls, also of the stripping 
and relaying of slates, and of the walling in foundations ; all of which proved to be erro- 
neous, particularly the slating, which he computed to contain 269 squares, while the actual 
quantity is 350 squares. 4 

The. architect’s estimate of new work to be executed according to the specification and 
plans, and of the slating, was found to exceed the amount for which Mr. Joyce proposed to 
execute the whole of the works required, although very extensive alterations and repairs are 
to be made, as it has been found necessary to rebuild the end or front wall of the barrack, 
and several defective parts in the other walls, as well as to give a general repair to walls, 
flooring, windows, doors, &c. ,, T » i 

Under such circumstances, the Commissioners could not accept Mr. Joyce s proposal. 
He was evidently, judging from his communications, incompetent to make an estimate for 
works of such extent, and had he been allowed to undertake them, they could not have been 
completed for the sum required; there would consequently have been a failure, attended 
with certain delay to the Union arrangements, and without any saving of expense, as the 
sum to be now paid for the works does not exceed a fair and reasonable charge for a com- 
plete execution ot them with such materials as the contractor is bound to use. 

The saving to the Union, from the purchase and adaptation of the barrack, may not pro- 
bably amount to 2,000/., as at first estimated, but it will be at least 1,500/., and it may 
possibly equal the original computation, to which end the architect will give particular atten- 
tion to the arrangements; and if so large a saving as 2,000/. can be effected, it will not then 
be necessary to realise the entire amount of the loan to be borrowed, so that, whatever the 
ultimate outlay may be, the Union will only be charged with a debt of that amount. 

The Commissioners have, in conclusion, to request that the application for the loan may 
be signed at the next meeting of the Guardians; and with this view, they desire that special 
notice of the meeting, and the business to be transacted, may be sent to every Guardian of 
the Union. „ 

By Order of the Board, 

To the Clerk of the Guardians W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary, 

of the Fermoy Union. 

Minute of Guardians, 25 th July 1840 . 

The minutes of last day’s proceedings having been read, the following resolutions, being 
duly proposed and seconded, were unanimously carried. 

Proposed by Lord Mountcashel, and seconded by Mr. Hendlcy, That the Commissioners 
letter of the 16th instant, in explanation of the contract made with Mr. Hill for altering and 
repairing the workhouse, is equally unsatisfactory with the letter read by the Assistant 
Commissioner at the last meeting of Guardians. . . , 

Proposed by Captain Collis, and seconded by Mr. Donnelly, That there is an error in the 
statement of the said letter of the 16th instant, as to an alteration having been made in the 
plans, in accordance with a. suggestion made by this Board to the Commissioners architect. 
The reduction from 2,225/. to 1,500/., as stated in the Commissioners letter of the 11th July 
1839, having been arranged prior to the only attendance ot the architect at this Board, and 
that on the same occasion the Assistant Commissioner gave a distinct pledge that the said 
reduced sum of 1,500/. should not be exceeded, neither was any subsequent communication 
made to this Board as to a necessity having arisen for reverting to the original estimate. 

Proposed by Mr. Smith, and seconded by Dr. O’Neill, That the increased accommodation 
contemplated can only involve a proportionate additional subdivision, as in the original 
estimate the new buildings, say chapel, &c., were to be constructed so as to afford accom- 
modation to a considerably increased number of inmates. That it appears to this Board, 
that the cost of the extra height in the boundary-wall referred to by the Commissioners, 
ought in justice to fall on the Board of Ordnance, and not on this Union, the purchase- 
money having been arranged at the time of the low estimates, and when it appears that an 
ei^ht-foot wall only was contemplated. . 

Proposed by Captain Barry, and seconded by Mr. Fitzgerald, That this Board is surprised 
at the porter’s lodge being put forward as a new item, as they cannot imagine that it could 
have been omitted in either the first or second estimate. 

Proposed by Mr. Allin, and seconded by Mr. O’Kearney, That the necessity of relaying 
the slates must have been obvious to any architect of common capacity ; and that the said 
letter of the Commissioners of the 16th instant admits that it was included in the original 
estimates ; that a relaying always involves a portion of new slate, and this Board is not aware 
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of any special or novel provision being imposed by the specifications on the contractor, who, Workhouses 
it appears, is actually using the old slate, as far as they are found to answer ; that the increase (Complaints). 

of 734 1. referred to by the Commissioners on this item, is therefore wholly unaccountable 

to this Board. Ferinny Union. 

Proposed by Mr. O’Connell, and seconded by Mr. O’Lomasney, That workmen’s wages are 
not, as stated in the Commissioners’ letter, higher than usual in the neighbourhood; and 
that the contractor does not exceed 2s. 6 d. per day to tradesmen, and lOef. per day to 
labourers. J 

Proposed by Mr. Perrott, and seconded by Mr. Hendley, That as to the want of competi- 
tion in the proposals, it may have arisen from the advertisements not being inserted in the 
provincial papers, which the Assistant Commissioner refused to permit ; and there appears at 
least to have been a precipitancy in closing with Mr. Hill, where so large a saving was in 
question as would have been effected by dealing with the other proposers. 

Proposed by Captain Barry, and seconded by Mr. Evans, That this Board regret therefore 
that they cannot, consistently with the duty they owe the rate-payers, consent to comply 
with the request of the Commissioners, that the application for the loan of 7,800/. may be 
now signed ; but they are ready to sign for a loan of 4,900/., for the purchase and adaptation 
of the house, being the sum stated in the Commissioners’ letter of the 11th July 1839 as 
fully sufficient, and which the Assistant Commissioner pledged himself should not be 
exceeded. 

Proposed by Lord Mountcashel, and seconded by Mr. Wigmore, That this Board is also 
willing to meet a reasonable and proportionate increased charge for the additional sub- 
division necessary to accommodate 900 instead of 800 paupers, as originally contemplated, 
although it appears that neither the Assistant Commissioner nor the Guardians recommended 
such an increase of numbers. 

Proposed by Mr. O’Brien, and seconded by Mr. O’Connell, That this Board is also willing 
to provide a sufficient sum for the furniture of the workhouse. 

Proposed by Captain Collis, and seconded by Mr. Allin, That the Vice-Chairman be 
requested, in the absence of our clerk, to forward these resolutions to the Commissioners ; 
and that this Board do adjourn to Saturday, 22d August, unless any circumstance should 
in the meantime occur to require an earlier meeting. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 



(No. 4212 D. 40.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 1st August 1840. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have to acknowledge the receipt of a copy of the minutes 
of proceedings at a meeting of the Board of Guardians of Fermoy Union, held on the 
25th ultimo. 



The Commissioners regret to observe, that the Guardians have declined to apply for the 
full amount of the loan specified in the order to raise money for providing a workhouse, 
issued in pursuance of the Poor Relief Act (section 35) assigning, as a reason for the refusal, 
that the sum to be expended in the adaptation of the barrack purchased for the workhouse 
exceeds the estimated amount of the outlay stated, in the Commissioners’ letter of the 11th 
July 1839, to be necessary for effecting the alterations then contemplated. 

In the letter referred to, the Commissioners expressly state, that their architect had 
estimated at 2,225 /. the expense of providing the usual workhouse accommodation ; but that 
as all the proposed alterations and additions were not then considered to be actually neces- 
sary, the outlay would not exceed 1,500/., and it has since been explained to the Board of 
Guardians that this reduced estimate did not include the dining-hall and other additions now 
in progress. When the architect attended in Fermoy for the purpose of conferring with the 
Guardians, a suggestion was made to him to reduce his original estimate, by omitting some 
of the contemplated works, in lieu of which the ground-floor of the centre buildino- was to 
be adapted for a dining-hall ; but this reduction was necessarily contingent upon the extent 
of workhouse accommodation requisite for the Union ; and the principal cause of the sub- 
sequent increase in the outlay is referable to the Commissioners’ final determination to have 
arrangements made for 900 inmates instead of 800, as first proposed. The Guardians are 
aware that the Commissioners have been made responsible by the Poor Relief Act for 
providing sufficient workhouse accommodation in each Union ; and it is presumed they will 
not be considered to have exceeded their powers in determining to provide for Fermoy Union 
the same proportionate extent of workhouse accommodation as they have provided in the 
first instance for all other Unions ; for although it was suggested to them that a reduced 
^tale of accommodation might be found sufficient for the Fermoy Union, and their architect’s 
original estimates were accordingly made for 800 inmates, no satisfactory reasons, sustained 
by authentic data, have ever been stated to the Commissioners to warrant the expediency of 
Providing for less than 900 inmates, being one per cent, of the present population ; conse- 
quently, when the arrangements tor the adaptation of the barrack were brought under final 
consideration, instruction was given the Commissioners’ architect to provide for 900 
•oniates, which rendered the alterations and additions now in progress indispensable. 

I he Guardians, however, appear to consider that the additional accommodation ought not 
to occasion more than a proportionate augmentation of the 1,500 /. estimated to be sufficient 
providing the reduced accommodation contemplated when the architect attended their 
Board ; but in coming to this conclusion, they must have assumed that the extension could 
616. 3 A 4 be 
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be effected merely bv increased alterations in the existing building pat, however would 

be impracticable, and therefore, instead of contrasting the amount of the contract which the 
Commissioners have made with the estimated cost of the least extent of accommodation 
which has been proposed, the Guardians should contrast it with the .estimate first made of 
the expense that would be incurred in adapting the barrack for affording the usual extent of 
workhouse accommodation for 800 inmates, namely 2,225 1. They should then allow lor the 
expenses consequent on an extension of the arrangements to provide for 900 inmates, as well 
as for the addition to the boundary-wall (which the Commissioners are by the terms of pur- 
chase bound to erect), also the cost of erecting a porters residence at the entrance-gate, 
instead of a day-shed, included in the original estimate, and the very large amount of 
increased expeni caused by the great quantity of new slates found to be necessary (as stated 
in the Commissioners’ letter of the 16th ultimo), when the roof underwent a close exami- 
nation, before the specification for the works to be executed was prepared. 

The Commissioners are also of opinion, notwithstanding the statements made by the 
Guardians respecting the wages paid to tradesmen and labourers employed, that the amount 
of the contract has been affected by the number of buildings in progress when the contract was 
made, as, whatever may have been the actual influence on the rates of wages, builders natu- 
rally calculated for the ordinary effect of an increased demand for labour ; and accordingly the 
Commissioners have found contracts to be considerably affected by this cause, as well as by 
the diminution of competition among builders, both of winch influences were m operation 
when the contract for Fermoy Workhouse was made. 

The Commissioners cannot, under such circumstances, consider it reasonable on ttie part 
of the Guardians to propose that the payment to the contractor for the works in progress 
shall not exceed 1,500/., with a proportionate charge for an extension of the hmited arrange- 
ments for which that outlay was intended. The Commissioners have been satisfied by their 
architect that the amount of the contract does not, all circumstances considered, exceed a 
reasonable charge for the proper execution of the works ; and haying bound themselves, and 
consequently bound the Union, to the contract, they must, as by law empowered, require 
the Board of Guardians to provide the sum necessary for the outlay. 

In all the proceedings of the Commissioners with respect to the Fermoy Workhouse, they 
have had no other object in view than to effect what appeared to them best for the interests 
of the Union. The providing of an entirely new house would have imposed much less trou ble 
upon them, and they could have no reason for preferring the adaptation of an existing 
building, except the desire of avoiding expense. It was with this view they applied to 
Government for a portion of the unoccupied barrack in Fermoy, and when, after consider- 
able difficulty, they obtained a consent for its transfer, they resolved to purchase it, solely 
from a belief that in this way they would be enabled to provide an excellent workhouse at an 
expense less, by 2,000 /., than would have been incurred in erecting a new building. Ibev 
have shown in preceding letters, that, contrasting the utmost expense to be now incurred 
with the average expense of providing a new workhouse of equal capacity in other Unions, 
the savino- will be 1,500 /., and they still expect that the saving may amount to 2,000/. In 
either case the saving is sufficient to warrant the course which the Commissioners have 
adopted ; and they must now enjoin the Board of Guardians to raise the required loan, in 
pursuance of the order to that effect which has been issued, and of the provisions m the 
35th section of the Poor Relief Act. . . . , . , 

As money will be soon necessary for the payments which the Commissioners have to make 
on account of the workhouse, they request that an extraordinary meeting of the Guardians, 
for the purpose of applying for the loan, may be immed.ately convened, conformably to the 
7th rule in the second section of the order regulating the Guardians proceedings, and that 
Mr. Voules may be apprised of the time appointed for the meeting, so that he may regulate 
his engagements accordingly, and arrangements for being present. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk of the Guardians W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary, 

of the Fermoy Union. 



Letter from the Vice-Chairman of the Board of Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 4363 D. 40.) Fermoy House, 5th August 1840. 

Having this day received a notice to attend an extraordinary ^meeting of Guardians for 
the Fermoy Union, on Saturday the 8th instant, on the subject of the workhouse loan, and 
as, in the absence of the different estimates referred to at various tunes by the Poor Law 
Commissioners, the Guardians cannot go folly into the proper consideration of the question, 
I have at their instance to request you will please send to them a copy of the onginal esti- 
mate, say that for 2,225 1, of the reduced one for 1 ,500 L, of the final estimate by the Com- 
missioners’ architect, and of Mr. Hill's proposal. The latter Mr. Voules exhibited at the 
Board of Guardians on his last attendance there, hut, m answer to an application since 
made to him by desire of the Guardians, stated that he had returned it to Dublin. 1 lime 
to beg the favour of an answer to reach this on or before Saturday the 8th, and am, 

Sir, &c. . 

W. Stanley, esq.. Assistant Secretary, Sam. W. Perrott, Vice-Chairman, &c. 

Poor Law Commissioners. 

Listteb 
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Letter from the Commissioners to the Vice-Chairman of the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 7th August 1840. 

In compliance with the request contained in your letter of the 5tli instant, I am directed 
to transmit to you the enclosed copy of Mr. Hill’s detailed estimate for adapting the bar- 
rack at Fermoy for the workhouse of Fermoy Union ; and I am to state that the architect 
has not laid before the Commissioners a detailed estimate of the works originally proposed 
to be executed, but reported that they would cost 2,225 /. ; and I am to add that the reduced 
estimate, amounting to 1,500/., was reported by him to be an estimate for all the works at 
first proposed, except the new dining-hall and its adjuncts, with some details in walling. 

I have, &c. 

S. W. Perrott, esq., Fermoy House. W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 

Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 

A n Estim ate of the Expense of the necessary new Works and Repairs required by the Poor 
Law Commissioners of Ireland in fitting up the Barrack at Fermoy as a Workhouse, 
agreeably to the Plan and Specification of their Architect, George Wilkinson, esq., fur- 
nished by William Hill ; viz. 

To 414 perches of rubble masonry built in courses in main dividing wall £. s d. 

between the Commissioners’ and the Ordnance ground - 8 s. 6 d. 175 19 6 

To 863 perches of ditto, ditto, in walls subdividing sundry yards - 8s. 345 4 - 

To building privy in front yard, with cesspool and sewer, finished complete 86 5 - 

To taking down the defective portion of end intended for old men's apart- 
ments, rebuilding same, setting cut stone-work, remounting frames and 
sashes, plastering new wall, making good the gutter, ceilings, &c. - 259 - - 

To 369 perches of rubble masonry in foundations and walls of dining- 

hall, including arches over windows and doors - - - - 9 s. 166 1 - 

To 370 yards of ramming, levelling and laying mortar-floor on ditto - 46 5 - 

To 49 squares of best red pine roofing and best Bangor Queen slating on 
ditto ---------- 130s. 318 10 - 

To 150 feet of ridge laid in cement ------- 710- 

To 414 feet of muflioned frames, cast metal sashes and glass - 3 s. 62 2 - 

To erecting partitions dividing ditto - - - - - - - 10 - - 

To 7 doors and frames --------- 14 - - 

To 1,970 feet of east metal eaves - - - - - Is. 6d. 147 15 - 

To 620 feet of down pipe from ditto - - - 2s. 4c/. 72 6 8 

To excavating for and building a tank, agreeably to plan, cleaning out and 
boring wells, erecting a four-inch force and lift pump, with double 
handles, and pipes from ditto - - - - - - - - 150 - - 

To building porter’s lodge, with entrance gate and piers complete - - 200 - - 

To building wall and forming privies in women’s probation yard and 



Repairs and Alterations : 

To taking up and relaying about 250 super yards of flags in soldiers’ 
quarters, and making good with punched limestone any required, 9s. 
To repairing wall-plastering in rooms, injured by removal of arm-racks in 
soldiers’ quarters, laying down the flooring and skirting removed for the 
examination of the timbers, and making good any required by such 
removal, 33 rooms - ------ 

To 680 squares of lime whitening, 2 coats, on walls of ditto - 
To 655 squares of mortar and tallow work or. outside walls of buildings 
intended for occupation - - - - - 

To 275 squares of lime whitening on walls of store and hospital inside - 
To breaking open doorways and providing doors, as shown on plans 
To removing masonry, building piers and arches between rooms intended 
for boys and girls ---------- 

To taking down the parts tinted red in officers’ quarters, and rebuilding 
ditto - - - -- -- -- -- - 

To taking out, squaring and resetting 5 sash-frames and sills under ditto 
To ditto, ditto, 6 frames, with new cut limestone sills - 
-—To stripping and relaying, agreeably to specification, the entire slating on 
roofs of officers’ quarters as far as taken by the Commissioners, also 
roof of soldiers’ quarters, infirmary, barrack-store, stable, and other 
minor buildings, about 350 squares ------ 40 s. 

To resetting the ridge of ditto in Roman cement, and providing such as 
are necessary - -- -- -- -- - 

To painting new work, four coats, old work, not painted within the last 
twp years, two coats - -- -- -- -- 



f. 3,251 13 - 
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I propose to execute the foregoing works for the sum of three thousand two hundred and 
fifty-one pounds thirteen shillings sterling, and to complete the same by the first day of 
September next. 

91, George’s-street, Cork, William Hill. 

10th March 1840. 



Minotss of Guardians, 8th August 1840. 

(No. 4430 D. 40.) 

The minutes of the last day’s proceedings having been read, as well as the letter of the 
Poor Law Commissioners of the 1 st instant, the following resolutions were duly proposed 
and seconded, and unanimously carried. 

Proposed by Lord Vlountcashel, and seconded by Mr. Perrott, That having againt his day 
taken into consideration the subject of the required workhouse loan, in consequence of the 
Commissioners requiring us to comply with their order to borrow the sum of 7,800 /., we are 
of opinion that the said order involves a distinct breach of faith with the Union, and that 
the reasons assigned for it by the Commissioners at best prove incompetency or neglect on 
the part of the person employed by them to survey the barracks and calculate the cost of 
adaptation ; upon which survey and estimate a most disadvantageous purchase was made of 
a now confessedly imperfect building, to the great and manifest injury of the Union. 

Proposed by Captain Collis, and seconded by Mr. Walsh, That this arrangement was per- 
sisted in by the Commissioners, contrary to the strong and repeated remonstrances of the 
Guardians, who intended appealing to the tribunals to which the Commissioners are respon- 
sible, which they would have done if the Commissioners had not taken great pains, as well 
by letter as by the personal remonstrance of their architect and Assistant Commissioner, to 
assure the Guardians of the good state of the building, at the same time distinctly pledging 
themselves that the cost of adaptation should not exceed the sum of 1,500/. 

Proposed by Mr. Donnehy, and seconded by Mr. Byrne, That we must again expressly 
declare that the reduction in the estimate from 2,22a/. to 1,500/. was not made in conse- 
quence of any suggestion offered by the Guardians to the Commissioners’ architect ; and we 
cannot but express our surprise at the Commissioners reiterating such a statement, their 
former assertion to the same effect having been clearly and explicitly disproved by the 
second resolution adopted at our last meeting, to which we now refer the Commissioners, as 
it distinctly states that the Guardians were informed of the reduction by the Commissioners’ 
letter of the 11 th July 1839, which was many days previous to the only attendance of the 
architect at our Board. 

Proposed by Mr. Allin, and seconded by Mr. James O’Brien, That we feel called upon to 
remark upon the apparent want of attention to the interests of the Union displayed in the 
rejection of a proposal to execute the works for a much lower sum than has been contracted 
for, without instituting any inquiry as to the capability of the proposer or his ability to give 
sufficient security for the performance of any contract he may make. 

Proposed by Mr. Donnehy, and seconded by Dr. Campbell, That the reasons assigned by 
the Commissioners for rejecting Mr. Joyce’s proposal do not appear to us satisfactory, as they 
rely chiefly on his inability to give proper measurements, while the advertisements invited 
builders and others to propose for the works, and they may have inferred that Mr. Joyce 
was other than a builder, without having any right to assume that he could not have ful- 
filled his contract, or given ample security for so doing, — points which we conceive the Com- 
missioners should have fully investigated previous to entering into a contract for 1,500 /. 
more than Mr. Joyce proposed to execute the works for, binding himself to use better mate- 
rials than the contractor is using, who, we take this opportunity of repeating, is not paying 
an increased rate of wages, his tradesmen receiving only Is. (id. per day, and his labourers 
lOrf., facts which clearly show that the favoured contractor is the only persou benefited by 
the enormous tax sought to be imposed on the Union. 

Proposed by Dr. O y Neill, and seconded by Mr. O’Connell, That a strong sense of duty, as 
regards the trust reposed in us, has hitherto influenced our refusal to comply with the Com- 
missioners’ order, and that the same sense of duty impels us still to refuse, until we obtain 
the concurrence of our constituents ; for which purpose, it is the unanimous opinion of this 
Board, that a general meeting of the rate-payers be convened for Saturday next, the 15th 
instant, to be holden at the Court-house, Fermoy, and that a requisition to that effect be 
now prepared, inserted in two Cork papers, and published by hand-bills in every town and 
village of the Union. 

Proposed by Lord Mountcashel, and seconded by Captain Collis, That we have read with 
regret Mr. Voules’ letter of the 6th instant, stating that a previous arrangement prevented 
his attendance at our Board this day. 

That this Board do now adjourn ; and that the returning officer of the Union be requested 
to forward a copy of the minutes of this day’s proceedings to the Poor Law Commissioners, 
he having acted in the absence of our clerk. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
gj r> 18th August 1840. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration the minutes of proceedings 
of the Fermoy Board of Guardians on the 8th instant, in which they decline to execute the 

securities 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





the GUARDIANS OF UNIONS relative to POORIIOUSES (IRELAND). 375 

securities for obtaining a loan for 7,800 /., as required by the Commissioners’ order, on the 
ground that the purchase of the barrack was disadvantageous to the Union, and that the 
charge for adapting and fitting it up for use as a workhouse exceeded what the Guardians 
had been originally led to expect. 

The Commissioners have also referred to the several communications which have passed 
between the Guardians and themselves on this subject, and have again carefully considered 
the whole question, and they are able to form no other conclusion than that which they 
have already expressed, namely, that the purchase of the barrack has been in all respects 
highly advantageous to the Union, and will be the means of providing it with a good and 
sufficient workhouse, capable of accommodating 900 inmates, at an expense less by nearly 
2,000/. than would have been entailed by building an entirely new workhouse of like 
dimensions ; and the Guardians are requested to bear in mind, that in making this state- 
ment, the Commissioners possess the best means and opportunity of judging, having many 
workhouses in progress of building under their sole charge and control in every part of 
Ireland. 

The Commissioners are not surprised at the wish expressed at the outset by the Guard- 
ians for having an entirely new house in preference to the purchasing the barrack ; but 
after what occurred in Parliament during the progress of the Poor Relief Bill, indicative of 
a strong desire on the part of the Legislature and the Government that barracks should be 
taken whenever found available for workhouse purposes, aud having regard also to the 
important saving to be effected in this particular instance, the Commissioners would not 
have felt themselves justified, or considered that they were fulfilling their duty to the public 
and to the Union, if they had not made the arrangement to which the Guardians then 
objected, but in which they afterwards acquiesced. 

The Commissioners are solely responsible for providing the Union Workhouses in Ireland, 
and are invested with sufficient powers for the accomplishment of this object, independently 
of the Union authorities. It is the earnest wish of the Commissioners, however, on this 
as on all other occasions, to act in concert with the several Boards of Guardians, satisfied 
that it is by such concert and concurrence that the benefits which the establishment of poor 
laws is calculated to confer upon Ireland can best be realized. * 

Acting in this view, the Commissioners have been always ready to afford to the Guard- 
ians the fullest information of every act ; and their several explanations addressed to the . 
Fermoy Board may be taken as an example on this point ; and they regret exceedingly that 
in this case the explanations have failed to secure that acquiescence on the part of the 
Guardians which the Commissioners had expected, and to which they consider that they are 
entitled, on general grounds, as well as under the provisions of the Act. 

The Guardians appear to dwell much upon the estimated outlay originally proposed ; but 
the estimates then made had reference to arrangements which, on further consideration, the 
Commissioners became satisfied ought to be altered, to render the workhouse accommo- 
dation adequate to the probable wants of the Union. This necessarily involved an increase 
of expenditure ; and this increase, together with the purchase-money and the outlay for 
fitting up and preparing the workhouse for the reception and relief of destitute paupers, 
w hich the Commissioners have now determined to provide for out of the loan for Govern- 
ment, instead of charging it immediately on the rates, has swelled the estimate to 7,800 /., 
as stated in the Commissioners’ letter of the 29th May; which sum it is arranged the 
Exchequer Loan Commissioners will advance, on execution by the Guardians of the requi- 
site securities. 

The Commissioners do not consider it necessary to offer any farther explanation with 
reference to the contract which they have entered into for the adaptation of the barrack. 
They have acted in this case, as in all others, for the best, and on their own responsibility ; 
and the wide experience which they have now acquired gives them no cause to doubt 
the correctness of the steps which they have taken. The contractor with whom they 
engaged for the work had proved himself, by the execution of other works under the Com- 
mission, to be competent and trustworthy for the performance of this, which the Commis- 
sioners would not have been justified in placing in the hands of an apparently incompetent 
and untried person, on any terms. 

The contractor has been for some time entitled to receive an instalment, under the terms 
of his contract, and he will shortly be entitled to another ; and for the non-payment of these 
instalments he will be entitled to interest at the current rate. The delay which has unfor- 
tunately been interposed to the obtaining of the loan will therefore not only cause a loss to 
the Union of the interest which would be accruing on the Exchequer Bills until sold, but 
will also subject the Union to an additional charge, by the contractor, for non-payment of 
the instalments according the stipulations of the contract. 

— The Commissioners therefore again urge the Guardians to execute the securities forthwith, 
as required by their order dated the 9th of May last ; and they direct you to take immediate 
steps to call a special meeting of the Guardians for that purpose, and to give Mr. Voules, 
the Assistant Commissioner, such notice thereof as will enable him to attend the meeting. 

The Commissioners must now advert to the last resolution but one passed on the 
8th instant, in which the Guardians determine to convene a meeting of the rate-payers on 
the 15th; and to insert a requisition to that effect in the two Cork papers, and to publish 
hand-bills in every town and village of the Union. The Commissioners have read this reso- 
lution with equal surprise and regret. There is nothing in the Poor Relief Act, or in the 
Commissioners’ regulations, to warrant such a proceeding, which is altogether at variance 
with the spirit and intentions of the Act. 

6l 6. 3 B 2 The 
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The rate-payers fulfilled all the functions assigned to them by law when they elected their 
Guardians, who, during their year of office, are bound to observe the Commissioners’ regula- 
tions, neither falling short of, nor exceeding, wliat is therein prescribed for their guidance. 
There can be no reference to the rate-payers, except at the annual election of Guardians, 
and for the purposes of emigration, when the Commissioners sanction such a proceeding ; 
and the appeal by the Guardians in their corporate capacity, in the present case, is therefore 
altogether illegal. 

The Commissioners presume that this step has been taken unadvisedly by the Guardians, 
and in ignorance of its consequences. What proceedings may have been founded on it 
the Commissioners are at present uninformed ; but they entreat the Guardians to pause, 
and carefully to consider their position and the duties which it imposes ; and if they will do 
this temperately and candidly, the Commissioners can have no doubt but that the present 
misapprehensions will be removed, and that relief to the destitute poor will be brought into 
operation in the Ferrnoy Union as effectively as in any of the other Unions in Ireland. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 

Fermoy Union. 



Minutes of Guardians, 31st August 1840. 

(No. 4907 D. 40.) 

W. J. Voulcs, esq.. Assistant Commissioner, in attendance. 

The minutes of the last day’s proceedings having been read, as well as the letter of the 
Poor Law Commissioners of the 18th August, the following resolutions were proposed and 
agreed to: 

That we still consider we should violate our duty to the rate-payers of this Union by signing 
the warrant, for the sum of 7,800 1., as required by the Commissioners, but that we renew 
the expression of our willingness to borrow the sum which the Commissioners pledged them- 
selves should be the outside cost of the purchase and adaptation, namely, 4,900 1., together 
with 260 1 . as the outside proportionate increase fairly chargeable for the increased accom- 
modation, and also 1 ,000 /. for the purchase of furniture. 

That as a separate question, we consider that very many inexplicable circumstances are 
connected with the contract entered into with Mr. Hill, and the rejection of Mr. Joyce’s 
proposal ; and that Mr. Hill’s contract appearing excessive, we deem it highly advisable 
that one or two competent architects should be appointed, jointly by the Board and the 
Commissioners, to examine the contract works, and to report whether the contract is 
excessive or otherwise, and the works satisfactorily executed ; and that the concurrence of 
the Commissioners be requested in this arrangement. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
g; r 7tli September 1840. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration the resolutions adopted by 
the Board of Guardians of Fermoy Union on the 31st ultimo, in which it is proposed that 
one or two competent architects should be employed to examine the contract for the 
adaptation of the Union Workhouse, and to report whether it is excessive in amount or other- 
wise, as well as on the execution of the works. 

The Commissioners are desirous that the Guardians should possess every information 
necessary for enabling them to arrive at a satisfactory conclusion with respect to the expense 
incurred' in providing the workhouse, and will agree to their employing an architect of 
undoubted professional competency and respectability, to meet the architect of the Commis- 
sion at Fermoy, and on receiving his explanation of the contract details, and examining the 
works in progress, to report whether, in his opinion, the contractor’s charges are reasonable, 
and the works properly executed. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, ' IF. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 

Fermoy Union. 



Resolution of Guardians, 11th September 1840. 

(No. 5135 D. 40.) 

That a committee be formed to inquire and report to the Guardians the names of three 
architects of high respectability, with a view of assisting the Guardians in making a proper 
selection ; and that the committee be also requested to prepare and report a code of instruc- 
tions for the guidance of the architect in the proposed inquiry. 



Resolution of Guardians, 31st October 1840. 

(No. 6247 D. 40.) , . , 

That the committee appointed at the last meeting to report as to the selection ot an 
architect to examine the works and the contract, be now empowered to make the selection 
without further reference to this Board, and that they be requested to do so with all possible 
dispatch, and to report the appointment to the Commissioners. 



Communication 
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Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 6935 D. 40.) 

Sir, Fermoy, 7 th December 1840. 

I am directed bv the Board of Guardians of the Fermoy Union to request the particular 
attention of the Poor Law Commissioners to the report presented by a committee of the 
Fermoy Guardians to their Board at their last day of meeting, which report will be found at 
full in the accompanying copy of the minutes of the Board’s proceedings at their last meeting. 

I have, &e. 

W. Stanley, esq. Stephen Barry , acting for die Clerk. 



Workhouse* 

(Complaint*). 

Fermoy Union. 



Minutes of Guardians, 28th November 1840 (enclosed in foregoing Letter.) 

The minutes of last day's proceedings having been read, and the committee appointed to 
select the inspecting architect, and to report on other matters, having presented a report ; 

It was resolved, That this meeting approves of the report now handed in, and that the same 
be received and inserted on the minutes of our proceedings, and that our clerk be directed to 
call the attention of the Commissioners thereto. 

The Report is as follows : 

Your committee beg leave to repoit, That having examined the intended workhouse 
buildings, they found them, although in rather an advanced state, yet still so far from being 
completed that it would, in the opinion of your committee, be impossible for any architect to 
form a satisfactory opinion on the general questions to be submitted to him ; and your com- 
mittee consequently directed their chairman to communicate to Mr. Wilkinson (in answer to 
his letter of the 5th November), their opinion that the proper time has not yet arrived for 
the inquiry; but that when the works were sufficiently forward, your committee would be 
prepared to name a respectable architect to meet him (Mr. Wilkinson.) 

Your committee beg to remark, that they did not consider themselves at liberty to object 
to the nomination of Mr. Wilkinson, as one of the architects to examine the works; but 
they think it right to call the attention of your Board to that very extraordinary fact, — to 
submit that it is contrary to all usage to appoint any individual to act virtually as a judge iu 
a matter wherein he is necessarily, to a great extent, the party complained against. 

It may be right, therefore, for your committee to report immediately, that, in preparing their 
code of instructions for the guidance of your architect (as ordered by your resolution of the 
12th September 1840), they will in consequence feel themselves bound therein to deprecate 
any interference on the part of Mr. Wilkinson with your architect’s examination and report, 
further than to point out to him fully the extent of the works, or afford such other inform- 
ation as your architect may require; and that your architect shall be suffered without inter- 
ference fully to examine, measure and estimate the works, and form an unbiassed opinion 
on their execution and value, as well as to report on such other points as shall be submitted 
to him in the instructions which your committee shall prepare. 

With respect to the fittings and furniture, your committee are of opinion that the most 
advisable course is to advertise in the local papers for tenders, and then to submit all proposals 
to the judgment of the Commissioners. 

Resolved, That our committee be requested to prepare, as early as possible, the code of 
instructions for the guidance of the inspecting architect. 

Resolved, That we adjourn the question of the advertisement for the fittings and furni- 
ture of the workhouse, as also for the master, matron, and other officers, until our next 
meeting. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, so far as relates to the Workhouse. 

(No. 6935 D. 40.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, _ 12th December 1840. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under their consideration the minutes of the pro- 
ceedings of the Fermoy Board of Guardians on the 28th ultimo, but which were not forwarded 
by you until the 7th, and were only received at this office on the 9th instant. 

Ihe Commissioners perceive that the Guardians propose to defer naming an architect to 
meet Mr. Wilkinson, and examine the building and report thereon for the Guardians’ 
information, until the house shall have been completed ; and it is proposed also, the Com - 
missioners perceive, to postpone taking any steps for providing the requisite fittings and 
furniture until such examination shall have been made, and the doubts removed which, the 
Commissioners regret to observe, still exist in the Guardians’ minds as to the eligibility of 
the purchase and the subsequent contract for the adaptation of the barrack. 

The Commissioners are on this and all other occasions desirous of meeting the Guardians’ 
views and wishes, as far as they can do so consistently with their public duty; and they 
•egret extremely that the course which, under a sense of duty, they have been compelled to 
take, has not been satisfactory to the Guardians. 

Ihe Commissioners have spared no pains to obtain for the Union a good workhouse o« 
the best terms, and they yet hope that the Guardians will themselves become sensible of 
this, and satisfied with the result : meantime, however, it is important that no delay should be 

UiU. 3 B 3 permitted 
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permitted to intervene in the completion and fitting up of the house, in order that it ma» 
be declared for the administration of relief under the provisions of the Act at the earliest 
possible period. 

Notwithstanding the serious impediments which have arisen from the want of funds, and 
the just grounds of complaint on this score, the contractor has carried forward his work in 
a very satisfactory manner, and has brought it so nearly to a completion, that Mr. Wilkinson 
reports the house might be ready for the reception of inmates in the course of a fortnight, if 
the requisite fittings and furniture were provided. 

The Guardians are aware that one of the reasons which influenced the Commissioners to 
purchase the barrack, instead of building an entirely new workhouse, was the saving of time 
which would thus be effected, and they certainly expected that Fermoy would have been one 
of the first Unions in operation ; unfortunately, this cannot now be the case, several houses 
having been already declared, and others being on the point of being so ; but still no farther 
delay than what is actually unavoidable should now be permitted at Fermoy, and the 
Commissioners feel it to be their imperative duty to urge forward the several arrangements, 
and to declare the house at the earliest practicable period. 

To this end, it is essential that bedsteads, tables, forms, and the requisite furniture should 
forthwith be provided; that the master, matron, and other officers should be advertised for; 
that the valuation should be completed and exhibited, and a rate declared as speedily as 
possible ; and that contracts for bedding, clothing and provisions should be entered into by 
the Guardians. 

With respect to the above articles of furniture, the Commissioners are prepared, as has 
already been stated to the chairman, to adopt whichever course the Guardians may 
recommend, and either direct the contractor to prepare the articles required, on a valuation by 
the architect, as has been done in several other cases, or else to advertise for tenders by local 
tradesmen, the articles to be subject to the architect’s approval ; but this should be 
decided immediately, and the Guardians are requested to give their earliest attention to the 
matter. 

# * * * * 

You are desired to communicate immediately with Mr. Voules, in order to ascertain the 
earliest day on which he will be able to attend at Fermoy, which day you will take the steps 
prescribed in sec. 2, par. 7, of the orders and regulations, for convening an extraordinary 
meeting of the Board of Guardians, and report the same to me for the Commissioners’ 
information. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians William Stanley, Assistant Secretary, 

of the Fermoy Union. 



Minutes of Guardians, 23d December 1840. 

(No. 7344 D. 40.) 

Present, Mr. Voules, Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 

It was unanimously resolved, That the following advertisements be inserted in two numbers 
of the Cork Constitution, Cork Southern Reporter, and Munster Advertiser. 

“ To Builders, Carpenters and others. 

“Persons desirous of contracting for the fittings required for the Fermoy Workhouse, may 
see the drawings and specifications by applying to the clerk to the Board of Guardians, on 
and after the 1st of January 1841.” 

“ The contracts to be made as follows : — 

“ For the several tables for the dining-hall and day-rooms. 

“ For the several forms to ditto. 

“ For the single bedsteads (of white deal) for the several dormitories. 

“ For the double bedsteads to ditto. 

“ Sealed tenders to be delivered to the clerk to the Board of Guardians on or before 
the 9th day of January 1841. 

“ The contracts are to be made with the Poor Law Commissioners, and in accordance 
with the particulars attached to the specification ; the lowest tender will not necessarily be 
accepted. 

“ 23d December 1840.” 

Also an advertisement for clothing, and another for provisions, and for a master and 
matron. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 29th December 1840. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration the minutes of proceedings 
of the Fermoy Board of Guardians on the 23d instant, and approve of the steps then taken 
for obtaining tenders for supplying the requisite fittings, furniture, clothing and provisions, 
and also for a master and matron ; and the Commissioners wish to impress upon the Board 
of Guardians the importance of completing all the preliminary arrangements as speedily as 
possible, in order that the workhouse may be opened for the administration of relief with the 
least possible delay. 

The 
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The Commissioners approve the appointment of Mr. Francis Johnson provisionally to 
the office of clerk. 

By order of the Board, 

William Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians 
of the Fermoy Union. 



Minutes of Guardians, 11th January 1841. 

(No. 218 D. 41.) 

The Commissioners’ letter of the 12tli of December 1840 having been read, as also the 
minutes of the meeting of the 28th of November, it was resolved — 

Proposed by Lord Mountcashel, and seconded by John Roche, That we regret the Commis- 
sioners have not thought fit in iheir letter of the. 12th December to take any notice of the 
report received and approved of by us on the 28th of November (as appears by our proceed- 
ings of that date) in reference to Mr, Wilkinson being joined in the proposed examination of 
the intended workhouse, and of the contract connected therewith ; on the other hand, that 
it would appear by the second paragraph of the said letter, that the Commissioners intend 
to persist in Mr. Wilkinson being mixed up in the proposed examination and report, and 
that under such circumstances we beg to decline being parties to the proposed inquiry, as it 
is not to be expected that an individual principally involved in the complaints which we have 
from time to time urged in reference to this question could make an impartial and unbiassed 
report thereon, and that it is moreover totally at variance with the principles of British justice 
that the accused should be admitted as evidence, and judge in his own cause. 

Proposed by Mr. Cornelius Hyde, and seconded by Mr. Walsh, That this Board are as 
anxious as the Commissioners to see the workhouse in operation, feeling that their duty to 
the poor in providing them with relief is, even if possible, more important than that which 
they owe to the rate-payers, and that it was with this impression that they took measures 
through the means of advertisement, for providing the fittings and furniture, and for the selec- 
tion of master and matron ; but they beg that it mav be distinctly understood, that such steps 
are not in any way to prejudice the question as to the price of the house ; and they request 
the Commissioners to confirm the pledge to that effect given by the Assistant Commissioner 
this day. 

Proposed by Captain Barry, and seconded by Mr. B. Collis, That this Board are not in any 
way biameable for the delay that has arisen in adapting the house, and that the Commis- 
sioners were the proper parties to insist on the due performance of the contract by Mr. Hill, 
in point of time ; neither can the want of funds be charged to this Board, which more than 
once tendered a sum which we are convinced was ample to cover the entire outlay. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, so far as relates to the Workhouse. 



(No. 218 D. 41.) Poor Law Commission Office, 

Gentlemen, 15th January 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration the minutes of proceedings 
of your Board on the 11th instant, together with the Assistant Commissioners’ report thereon. 
The tender for fittings by Mr. Redmond Joyce has been examined by the Commissioners’ 
architect, who represents the prices as being fair, and if Mr. Joyce is so circumstanced as to 
skill and competency as to afford the Guardians a reasonable assurance that he will execute 
the work in an efficient and proper manner, the Commissioners will, on receiving such 
assurance, readily consent to contract with him for the articles specified in the resolution 
at the prices therein named. 

# * * * * 

The Commissioners perceive, by the first of the three resolutions respecting the purchase 
and adaptation of the workhouse, that the Guardians object to Mr. Wilkinson’s being joined 
in the intended examination of the premises with the architect whom they propose to appoint, 
on the ground that he (Mr. Wilkinson) is involved in the question, and would not therefore 
be impartial. 

The Commissioners consented to his entering upon this examination, in the first instance, 
under an earnest desire to afford the Guardians every satisfaction, and every means of in- 
formation in their power, and they believed, and still believe, that if any competent and 
respectable architect was to meet Mr. Wilkinson on the premises, and then enter with him 
into an examination of all that has been done, and receive his explanations on every part of 
the building, and on the terms and details of the contract, he would find proof that the 
interest of the Union has been studiously kept in view by the Commissioners in all which 
they have done and sanctioned in this matter. 

The Commissioners are still prepared to direct Mr. Wilkinson to attend at Fermoy for 
such purpose, as originally requested by the Guardians, on receiving notice of the time, and 
the individual selected to meet him, who may afterwards make such statement to the 
Guardians as bethinks right; but they cannot consent to place Mr. Wilkinson in a position 
to be examined by such individual, or by any other parties, or to admit by implication that 
what has been done under his professional superintendence, and on the Commissioners’ 
official responsibility, has been in any respect wrong, or that it stands in need of defence. 

6l6. 3 B4 The 
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The Commissioners feel confident that the more the Guardians consider and inquire into 
the matter, the more satisfied will they become with the workhouse, and with the terms 
on which it has been obtained for the Union. 

With respect to the second of these three resolutions, the Commissioners observe with 
satisfaction the efforts making by the Guardians to have all things prepared for opening the 
workhouse at the earliest possible period, an object in which the Commissioners will 
earnestly co-operate. In thus acting, the Guardians are only fulfilling their duty, and will 
not of course preclude themselves from instituting, at any time, any inquiry which they may 
deem expedient as to the purchase of the premises, or the steps taken for converting them 
into a workhouse for the Union. 

The Commissioners cannot concur in the view taken by the Guardians in the third reso- 
lution, but must consider that the delay which has occurred in the completion of the works 
under the contract is mainly, if not altogether, attributable to the non-fulfilment of the stipu- 
lation for payments to the contractor, by certain instalments, as the work proceeded, which 
breach of the contract has been caused by the delay on the part of the Guardians in borrowing 
the money required. 

The Commissioners regret this circumstance on all accounts, and again earnestly urge the 
Guardians to execute the requisite documents for obtaining the loan from Government for the 
service of the Union, which is suffering loss and serious inconvenience by the delay. 

By order of the Board. 

W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 

To the Chairman and Board of Guardians 
of the Fermoy Union. 



Minute of Guardians, 18th January 1841. 

The Commissioners’ letter of the 15th of January 1841, and a copy of the chairman’s 
letter of the 16th to Mr. Voules in reference thereto, having been read ; 

It was resolved, That we still respectfully differ from the Commissioners on the subject of 
the value of the intended workhouse, not considering that a case has at any time been made 
out to warrant a change of opinion; and that the Earl of Mountcashel be requested to 
bring the merits of the question, as early as possible, before the House of Lords, through the 
medium of the rate-payers’ petition. 

That we regret the Commissioners have disappointed the expectations of the Assistant 
Commissioner, inasmuch as they have not thought fit to confirm the pledge which he, the 
Assistant Commissioner, gave, at our meeting of the 11th instant, to the effect that our pre- 
parations for getting the house in readiness should not be made use of against us, to pre- 
judice the question of its payment ; and that we approve of the letter written by our chair- 
man to Mr. Voules, apprising him of the unexpected refusal, which, if persisted in, must 
necessarily impede our operations. 

Letter from Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Gentlemen, 28th January 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration the miuutes of proceedings 
of the Fermoy Board of Guardians on the 18th instant, by which it appears that the 
Guardians desire a pledge to be given, “ that their preparations for getting the house in 
readiness shall not prejudice the question of its payment;” and also that the Guardians 
have requested the Earl of Mountcashel “ to bring the merits of the question as early as 
possible before the House of Lords.” 

Without adverting to the impossibility of their giving any such pledge, it appears to the 
Commissioners that the last resolution shows it to be unnecessary, as the Commissioners have 
no power to prevent the Guardians from appealing to any authority, judicial or legislative, 
which they may deem necessary. 

Of the exact nature of the charges to be adduced by the Earl of Mountcashel the 
Commissioners are not informed. When the charges have been made, the Commissioners 
will be prepared to afford an answer ; and they confidently trust that they will be enabled 
to satisfy every candid and impartial mind that they have throughout acted for the best in 
this matter, and that the result of their arrangements will be beneficial to the Union. 

Meantime, the Commissioners again urge the Board of Guardians to proceed with all the 
requisite preparations for opening the workhouse at the earliest possible period. The delays 
and impediments which have been interposed in this respect have been a source of much 
disappointment and regret to the Commissioners, who expected to have been long ago 
enabled to declare the Fermoy Workhouse ready for the reception of the destitute poor ; 
and this consideration had its weight in inducing them to purchase the barrack originally. 

The Commissioners have all along been aware of the dislike felt by the Guardians, as 
well as other persons in the Union, to the purchase of the barrack, and its conversion into a 
workhouse ; and seeing this dislike, which is perhaps, under the circumstances, not 
altogether unreasonable, the Commissioners have, out of respect to the Guardians, wished 
to yield to it, as far as possible, in the hope that time and further consideration would lead 
the Guardians to view the matter in a different light. 

Acting under this feeling, and being most anxious to have the cordial co-operation of 
Boards of Guardians on all occasions, the Commissioners have not urged forward the 

arrangements 
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arrangements in the Fermoy Union so strenuously as it would otherwise have been their Workhouses 

duty to do, neither have they had recourse to the coercive powers of the Poor Relief Act, (Co mplai nts), 

although placed, by the continued refusal of the Guardians to borrow, in the very anomalous ^ ermo u„j on 
position of having entered into contracts on behalf of the Union, without the means of ful- •> 

tiling the stipulated engagements, whilst the Union is subjected to a charge for interest 
accruing upon instalments due to the contractor, and is deprived of the interest which would 
be accumulating on the Exchequer Bills if the loan had been applied for, as it ought to 
have been in regular course. 

These are embarrassing circumstances, which the Commissioners regret, and would 
gladly have prevented ; and they advert to them now, not with a view to crimination, but 
for the purpose of urging the Guardians to take them all into their calm and unbiassed 
consideration, without reference to the past, and looking only to the real interests of the 
Union, and the earliest and most effectual fulfilment of the law. 

If the Guardians will do this impartially and fully, they will, the Commissioners believe, 
see reason to be satisfied with all that they have done, however this may have seemed at 
variance with the previous impressions and wishes of the Guardians. 

In conclusion, the Commissioners again earnestly press the Guardians, by every con- 
sideration of humanity and public duty, not to delay completing the arrangements for 
opening the workhouse at the earliest practicable period. 

By order of the Board, 

The Chairman and Board of Guardians W. Stanley , Assistant Secretary, 

of the Fermoy Union. 



Extracts from Minutes of Guardians, 30th January 1841. 



(No. 551 D. 41.) 

The Commissioners’ letter of the 28 th instant having been read, — 

Resolved, That we beg to submit to the Commissioners the following tender for furniture 
and fittings, which we consider preferable to that of Richard Joyce, as being lower ; and 
also, that we are assured of the respectability and solvency of the party ; and, further, that 
we respectfully suggest to the Commissioners, that it mav perhaps be unnecessary, in the 
first instance, to order more than about half the supply, allowing the remainder to lie over 
for a few months, 



Copy of the Estimate of Bedsteads, Tables and Forms, 



150 single bedsteads, 6 feet 2 inches long, and 2 feet 4 inches wide, with 
440 feet of rails to support heads of beds, as per drawing - 
150 double bedsteads, 0 feet 2 inches long, and 3 feet 10 inches wide, 
with 670 feet of rail, as above - - - - - - - - 

100 bedsteads for children, 5 feet 6 inches long, and 3 feet 4 inches wide, 
with 400 feet of rails - - - - r - - - 

20 deal tables, as per sketch, of white Norway deal framing aud pine 
tops ; to be 10 feet long each ------- 

6 tables, as per sketch, 8 feet long and 3 wide - - - - - 

6 circular tables, 3 feet 6 inches diameter, with triangular frames ; the legs 
to be 3 inches square - -- -- -- -- 

40 deal forms, as per sketch, 10 feet long each - - - - - 

12 ditto, 8 feet long each --------- 

20 ditto, 8 feet long, for children, with seats 9 inches wide and 13 
inches high ---------- 



Deduct, being an allowance on the double bedsteads 



Resolved, That having already frequently set forth our reasons for declining to commit 
die Union to the excessive contract entered into by the Commissioners for the adaptation 
of the barracks, we consider that it ought to be unnecessary to repeat them again ; but that, 
—in reference to the statement of the Commissioners, “ that they are not informed of the 
exact nature of the charges to be adduced by the Earl of Mountcashel,” we beg to inform 
the Commissioners, that we shall be happy to forward them a copy of the rate-payers’ 
Petition, in case they express a wish to that effect. 

Resolved, That this Board do adjourn to Saturday, 27th February. 



Extract from Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 4th February 1841. 



The Commissioners, at the same time, request that they may be supplied with a copy of 
die rate-pavers’ petition respecting the workhouse contract referred to in the last resolution 
of the Board. 
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Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 10 th February 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have bad before them minutes of proceedings of the 
Guardians of the Fermoy Union, on the 30th ultimo, and, with reference to their resolution 
relative to the respective tenders of Richard Joyce and Michael Joyce, for providing the 
fittings for the workhouse, the Commissioners consider it expedient, under all the circum- 
stances, to accept the tender of Michael Joyce, as set forth and recommended in the 
minutes of the Guardians ; and the Commissioners have directed a communication to be 
sent to Mr. Michael Joyce accordingly, reserving to themselves the power of ordering at 
the present time only half the quantity of the different articles specified, and the remainder 
at any time within six months from this date ; and also providing that the contract shall 
contain a clause, making the payment subject to the Commissioners obtaining the loan 
from the Exchequer Bill Loan Commissioners, and allowing an interest of 4 1. per cent, 
per annum, for any period exceeding six months from the time of delivering the articles to 
the time of payment. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 

Fermoy Union, Fermoy. 



Letter from the Chairman of the Board of Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 689 D. 41.) 

Sir, Fermoy, 7th February 1841. 

In the temporary absence of the clerk of the Fermoy Union, I received and opened 
your letter of the 4th instant (551 D.), and beg to state, that immediately on his return he 
shall make and forward you a copy of the rate-payers’ petition. You have taken no notice 
of Joyce’s tender for furniture, while, on the other hand, we are doing every thing that is 
right about the other contracts, and you are aware that the valuation is complete. 1 cannot 
help feeling “ that there is something very bad about the delay in getting the house to 
work.” If I thought that I had any share in the fault, 1 assure you, 1 would feel myself 
highly blameable, and “ there is a heavy responsibility on those with whom the means rested, 
of having relief provided before the severe winter set in.” There is a quantity of misery in 
this very place, with which it is impossible for any two or three to grapple ; and while con- 
siderable sums of money are in the course of expenditure, not a penny has yet reached the 
wretched beings for whom so much anxiety is affected. I do not hesitate to say, that if the 
house arrangements had rested with the Guardians, they would have been ready long since, 
and there is no good reason why they might not have been so. Your articles of agreement 
with the contractor appear so much waste waper. You very properly bound him (and you 
chose your own man, passing over better offers) to finish by the 1st September (or there- 
abouts), and you especially provided that no chance delay, in the payment of the instalments, 
should operate to prevent the due execution of the works. But supposing, for a moment, 
that, nevertheless, this delay offered a reasonable excuse, twice the Guardians tendered such 
a sum as would have enabled you to put the contractor above all inconvenience ; but the 
Commissioners chose to reject the offers, and endeavoured, by expediency, arguments about 
loss of interest, &c. &c., and sometimes by trying to work upon our feelings, touching the 
poor, to induce us to forego our resistance to what we felt in our consciences to be an unjust 
order, and tax the Union to an extent we conceived they had no right to pay, as if a sum 
of 1,500 /. or 1,700/. were a trifle not worth our consideration. I repeat, that we did every 
thing that was necessary for hastening the poor relief in the offers we made, while, if we 
had done more, we should have violated an important duty to those who selected us to 
protect their interests as well as those of the poor. We did both, and the responsibility is 
with and on the Commissioners. 

I am, &c. 

To W. Stanley, esq., Assistant Secretary, Sam. W. Perrott, Chairman, &c. &c. 

Poor Law Commission. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Chairman of the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 15th February 1841. 

Your letter of the 7th instant, written in your capacity as chairman of the Fermoy Board 
of Guardians, but not in pursuance of any resolution passed by the Board, has been duly 
considered by the Poor Law Commissioners, who cannot refrain from expressing their sur- 
prise as well as their regret at its general tone and import. 

You state, “ that there is something very bad about the delay in getting the house to 
work that “ there is a heavy responsibility on those with whom the means rested of having 
relief provided before the severe winter set in that “ there is a quantity of misery existing 
in Fermoy, with which it is impossible for any two or three to grapple and that “ not a 
penny has yet reached the wretched beings for whom so much anxiety is affected.” 

You theD 
they would 



go on to say, " tnat ii tne nouse arrangements naa rested witn tne tjuaraiau^ 
have been ready long since and you, finally, cast the whole blame of the delay 

which 
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which has arisen upon the Commissioners, imputing to them, that they had “ chosen their 
own man, passing over better offers,” for the execution of the work, which ought to have 
been “ finished by the 1 st September, or thereabouts,” notwithstanding that no instalments 
had been paid to the contractor, the articles of agreement having, as you assert, “ especially 
provided that no chance delay in the payment of the instalment should operate to prevent 
the due execution of the works;” and that, moreover, “ the Guardians had twice tendered 
such a sum as would have enabled the Commissioners to put the contractor above all incon- 
venience,” which offers the Commissioners “ chose to reject;” and you afterwards impute 
to the Commissioners that they had “ endeavoured, by expediency, arguments about loss of 
interest, &c. &c., and sometimes by trying to work upon your feelings, touching the poor, 
to induce you to forego your resistance to an unjust order.” 

The foregoing appears to be the substance of what is contained in your letter ; and the 
Commissioners can only state in reply, that the charges of delay, as far as they are meant 
to apply to the Commission, are totally unfounded ; the delay in the completion of the 
house being, they must repeat, wholly attributable to the course' which the Guardians have 
adopted. 

The Commissioners having, from the first, done every thing in their power to hasten the 
arrangements, fully reckoning upon having the workhouse opened by Midsummer of last 
year ; but the opposition made by the Guardians at the outset, first to the purchase of the 
barrack, and then continued during every stage of the subsequent proceedings, has given 
the contractor legal grounds for postponing the fulfilment of his contract, and interposed 
difficulties which have impeded and embarrassed the Commissioners to an extent infinitely 
beyond what has occurred within their experience in any other case ; and to this opposition 
on the part of the Guardians, and to nothing else, is the delay now complained of by you 
to be attributed. 

With respect to the imputation in reference to the contract entered into with Mr. Hill 
the Commissioners consider, that if their previous explanations on this point have failed to 
convince you that they acted rightly and with a due regard to the interests of the Union, 
tli ere is nothing which they can now state which will be likely to have this effect ; and, 
however desirous of satisfying Guardians individually and collectively in every instance, 
they feel that, on this occasion, it would be inconsistent with their duty and position to make 
a further attempt. 

With reference to your observation, that it is especially provided in the contract that no 
ehance delay in the payment of the instalments should operate to prevent the due execution 
of the work, the Commissioners have to state, that you totally misapprehend the import of 
that clause of the specification, which is solely intended to guard against the consequence of 
any possible irregularity in the payment of the first instalment owing to accident or delays 
of office, and which, but for such a provision, might be held to vitiate the contract. 
Nothing so monstrous, however, was ever contemplated, as that the contractor should be 
compelled to fulfil his part of the engagement to the very letter, whilst the counterpart 
entered into on behalf of the Union was to remain a dead letter or totally unfulfilled. It is 
the Commissioners’ duty to do justice to both parties in these cases; and this duty they 
will perform, despite of all impediment, although unwilling to resort to extreme measures 
until every other means has failed. 

In the early part of your letter, you state that the Commissioners have taken no notice 
of Joyce’s tender for furniture, while, on the other hand, you are doing every thin<r that is 
right about the other articles. The Commissioners are glad to receive this latter informa- 
tion from you ; and with respect to Joyce’s tender, its acceptance, together with detailed 
information how to proceed, were forwarded to the clerk of the Union for him by post on 
the 10 th instant, you must be aware that with a man in Michael Joyce’s position, and com- 
paratively inexperienced as the Commissioners understand him to be, further instructions 
are called for than would be necessary with a more experienced and competent contractor 
and these have been carefully prepared by the Commissioners’ architect. 

The Commissioners cannot conceal from themselves, that in thus sanctioning the contract 
with Michael Joyce, in conformity with the wish expressed by you, and they believe bv a 
majority of the Board of Guardians, they have acted somewhat irregularly. 

the first tender for supplying the fittings was made, not by Michael, but by Redmond 
Joyce, in pursuance of advertisement, and delivered to the Guardians, and by them for- 
warded to this office on the 13th; on the 27th the Commissioners’ architect attended at 
Fermoy for the purpose of completing the arrangement with Redmond Joyce, whom, how- 
ever, he was unable to find. He afterwards saw Michael Joyce, who referred him to you, 
when you informed him that you had gotten better terms from Michael Joyce, and wished 
-ffie arrangement tp be made with him. This, of course, Mr. Wilkinson declined doinsr, he 
being directed to make the arrangement with lledmond Joyce, whose tender had been 
duly received within the time required by the public notice, and forwarded to the Commis- 
sioners by the Board of Guardians, who have, however, it appears, subsequently determined 
that Michael Joyce’s tender, received afterwards and without a second public notice, 
should be accepted. This proceeding is somewhat irregular ; but with the view of saving 
time, which is now so very important, the Commissioners have consented to the arrange- 
ment. 

The Commissioners have no knowledge of the competency of either Redmond or Michael 
Joyce, and in sanctioning the contract with the latter for supplying the fittings for the 
workhouse, they wish to be expressly understood as acting solely upon the recommenda- 
bon of the Board of Guardians. 

bt6. 3C2 Finally, 
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Finally, the Commissioners request that you will read this letter to the Guardians at 
their next meeting, and place it upon the minutes of the Board. 

To S. Perrot t, esq. By order of the Board, 

Chairman of the Board of Guardians W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary, 

of the Fermoy Union. 



Minute of Guardians, 20th February 1841. 

^ ^The 1 minutes of the last day’s proceedings having been read, as well as a letter, signe 
W Stanley, directed to our chairman (No. 689 D.), dated the 15th February, it was resolv ed. 
That the Commissioners having required that their letter of the 15th instant should be 
inserted on the minutes of our proceedings, the letter of our chairman to which it referred 
be also inserted. 

Note. — (Then follow the two letters above given.) , 

Resolved, That we agree with our chairman that the delay m the preparation of the house 
is most unfortunate, and that, supposing it to have arisen from want of funds, the fault 
clearly rests with the Commissioners, to whom we twice tendered over 5,noi)/. tor the 
purchase and adaptation of the house, in order to prevent any inconvenience of this nature. 



Minutes of Guardians, 15th May 1841. 

^Itesolved^That it having been intimated by Mr. Voules, at a late meeting of this Board, 
that the workhouse was ready, we deeply regret the continued delay m giving relief to the 
poor, as the destitution is very considerable, and likely to increase still more. 

1 Resolved, That we cannot charge ourselves with the delay, having twice tendered ^ con- 
siderable sum of money to the Commissioners, and having offered to forward all the 
preparations, provided the Commissioners would engage that our doing so should not be 
taken to prejudice the question of cost; both which proposals the Commissioners refused. 

Resolved That wc respectfully submit these facts to the Commissioners, and urgently 
renew our request for such an engagement as will enable us to put the house in operation 
without committing ourselves to pay the entire sum required by their order of the 9th of 
May 1840, suffering that question to abide the inquiry likely to emanate from the petition of 
the rate-payers to the House of Lords. . _ . ,, 

Resolved, That our clerk be directed to call the attention of the Commissioners to the 
proceedings of this day, and respectfully to request their answer before the next meeting. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
gj r 21st May 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them the minutes of the Guardians of the 
Fermoy Union of the 15th instant, relative to the arrangements for opening the workhouse. 
The Commissioners exceedingly regret the delay which has taken place in opening the 
workhouse, and will communicate with the Guardians on the subject, through their Assistant 
Commissioner, Mr. Voules, on his return from England, which will be in the first week of 

nMtI “° nth - By order, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians of Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Fermoy Union. 



Minute of Guardians, 22d May 1841. 

^Th^mfnutes of the last day’s proceedings and the Commissioners’ letter haying been read, 
it was resolved, That we regret the Commissioners are not prepared to give an answer 
respecting the opening of the workhouse until about the first week in June, and that, from 
the tenor 5 of their letter of the 21st instant, it is also very uncertain whether the assurance 
we consider it right to require will be then given through Mr. Voules. 

Resolved That the further delay which is thus likely to occur will prove a serious incon- 
venience in the existing state of destitution throughout various parts of the Union and that 
we forward a petition to the House of Lords, through the Earl of Mountcashel, stating 
these facts, and praying their Lordships to direct such an arrangement between the Com- 
missioners and the Union as that the price originally settled with the Guardians be accepted ; 
the balance to abide the result of the inquiry expected to be granted by their Lordships. 

Resolved, That this meeting do adjourn for one month. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
gj r :3d June 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have to request, that, without delay, you will take steps for 
summoning a special meeting of the Board of Guardians of Fermoy Gmon, fov^tw 
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10 th instant, when Mr. Voules, Assistant Commissioner, will attend to confer with the 
Board respecting the workhouse. 

By order. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Fermoy Union. 
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Extracts from Minutes of Guardians, 10th June 1841. 

(No. 5329 D. 41.) 

W. J. Voules, esq.. Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, in attendance. 

The minutes of the last day’s proceedings having been read, it was proposed by Thomas 
Dennehy, esq., and seconded by Gerrard Barry, esq., That Mr. Voules, having tendered 
an order for the declaration of the house, and having at the same time expressed his con- 
viction that it was not the intention of the Commissioners to take any steps towards 
enforcing the money order, pending the question before the House of Lords, but to await 
their inquiry and decision on the matter, that we, upon the faith of said statement, which we 
hereby record for the information of the Commissioners, and which we consider equivalent 
to a pledge, agree to declare the house pursuant to said order. 

Resolved, That it appears to this Board, that various matters (including the measurement 
of the work), involving some expense, may be required for the elucidation of the workhouse 
case now pending before the House of Lords, and that a committee be appointed with full 
powers to confer with the Commissioners on the subject, with a view to procure their con- 
currence in the necessary expenditure. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 



(No. 6278 D. 41.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 27th July 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners desire to call the attention of the Board of Guardians of 
Fermoy Union to the order issued on the 11 th of May 1840, directing them, in pursuance of 
the 35th section of the Act for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to borrow 7,800 /. for the pur- 
pose of providing a workhouse for the Union. 

The contract entered into for the adaptation of the barrack stipulates for the payment of 
instalments to the contractor as the works advanced ; but these stipulations have not been 
fulfilled, and the Union is now incurring a charge of interest on the sum due to the con- 
tractor, as well as being liable to a charge of interest to the Board of Ordnance, which has 
repeatedly demanded payment of the sum agreed to be given for the barrack and the site. 

While the Guardians were taking steps for placing their objections to these payments 
before Parliament, the Commissioners abstained from requiring from them an immediate ful- 
filment of the order to borrow ; but it is now most important that no more delay should be 
permitted to take place, and that the Guardians should forthwith take the necessary steps 
forobtaining a loan to pay the contractor and the Government, together with the other charges 
for fitting up the workhouse. 

The Commissioners, however, do not object to an architect being selected by the 
Guardians, as they have already proposed, for the purpose of examining and reporting upon 
the works executed ; but, in the meantime, they enjoin the Board of Guardians to take steps 
for obtaining the loan, a considerable time being required for completing the arrangements 
after the application of the Board of Guardians shall have been forwarded to the Lords of 
the Treasury by the Commissioners. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk of the Guardians, C. Walmisley , First Clerk. 

Fermoy Union. 



Minutes of Guardians, 7tli August 1841. 

(No. 7863 D. 41.) 

W. J. Voules, esq., Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, in attendance. 

The minutes of the last day’s proceedings having been read and the claims for admission 
having been investigated, it was proposed by Lord Mountcashel, and duly seconded, that the 
Commissioners’ letter of the 27th July 1841 be again read ; which, having been done, — 

It was resolved, That we hereby respectfully represent to the Commissioners, that the 
conversation reported in the newspapers to have taken place in the House of Lords relative 
to the Fermoy Workhouse cannot fairly be considered as decisive of the question or final, 
as it was impossible that the prayer of the petition (being lor an inquiry into the matter) 
could have been acceded to, the petition not having been presented until the last day of the 
sitting of Parliament. 

That the production (in accordance with an order of the House of Lords) of the Papers 
bearing on inis question has disclosed new facts, fully establishing the justice of our case, 
in confirmation whereof we beg to refer to the following points in said Papers ; — see 

6 JO. 3 C 3 Mr. 
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Mr. Voules’s letter to Mr. Nicholls (No. 106, page 89), wherein, in reference to our remon- 
strances referred to him, that “ it was in compliance with his (Mr. Nicholls’) urgent wish that 
he (Mr. Voulcs) procured the acquiescence of the Guardians in the adoption of the barracks, 
and that he did so upon the data of a specific limited cost furnished to him, Mr. Wilkinson 
being present to confirm them, and he proceeds to urge the necessity for preserving the 
reliance the Guardians place on every thing proceeding from the Commissioners and their 
assistants,” alluding, doubtless, to the manner in which he (Mr. Voules) had been led to 
pledge himself to the Guardians, that the limit laid down by the Commissioners should not 
afterwards be departed from. 

Next, see Mr. Voules’s letter (No. 107), where he candidly expresses his opinion that it 
was with apparent justice the Guardians called for an explanation “ before” resolving to 
apply for the required sum, that it could only be found in the fact of a single tender, &c. &c. 
(by which it appears he was never informed of Joyce’s), and suggesting a new adver- 
tisement. 

Next, refer to the note at foot of page 7, signed G. N., where the question is styled “ an 
ugly affair, and just calculated to make a stir in Parliament, &c. and we contend that we 
have thus exhibited strong prima facie grounds, on the evidence of the Commissioners them- 
selves, for having suspended our application or assent to the order of May 1840. 

As it may, however, be contended that these grounds were removed by the explanations 
(to which Mr. Voules pronounced us entitled) having been afforded, it becomes necessary 
to point to a few out of several reasons, why those explanations ought not to be deemed 
satisfactory or sufficient. 

In page 9, Mr. Wilkinson gives one account (an incorrect one) of the cause why he 
changed the estimates from 2,225 1 . to 1,500/. In page 12, a different account of the same 
transaction by Mr. Wilkinson is referred to, in a note signed R. H. In page 46, Mr. Wil- 
kinson states, that' “ it was he who suggested it to the Guardians.” In page 47, he states, 
generally, “ that it was suggested to him and in page 40, “ that it was suggested at the 
time by some persons on the spot, he thinks the Guardians, but is not sure.” Evidently, 
on the authority of the same Mr. Wilkinson (whose account of the above is so inconsistent), 
it is stated by the Commissioners (in page 18), that the contract “ was rather high, but 
that they were compelled to accept it.” In page 22, they again state, that “ the charge is 
reasonable and! in page 49, Mr. Wilkinson states, that the contract “ was not more than 
sufficient for the proper execution of the works.” — another extraordinary, elicited through 
these papers. In page 18 (No. 23), the Commissioners write that the contractor had at first 
required 5,569 Z. for the execution of the works, evidently taking great credit with the 
Guardians for the abatement that had been obtained; whereas (by letter 97, page 81) it 
now appears that the larger sum was, in consequence of an enormous error of the con- 
tractor in the item of slating, corrected six days after the date of his proposal (and, pro- 
bably, pointed out to him by Mr. Wilkinson. See his letter. No. 100). The error is stated 
at about 1,000 squares, but amounts strictly to 1,174, supposing the final estimate correct, in 
which, however, the item is guardedly set down with the word “about” annexed. Next 
we refer you to Mr. Wilkinson’s letter (page 83, No. 100), recommeuding the adoption of 
Hill’s and the rejection of Joyce’s proposal ; and we submit that the reasons assigned for 
doing so are as insufficient and inconsistent as the other part of the transaction. First, 
Joyce’s proposal is slated as much too low for the proper execution of the works, although 
it is only 400 /. below the estimate, which Mr. Wilkinson himself made for the very same 
works, on an occasion too (viz. his treaty with the Ordnance), where he himself told us that 
it was his object to swell to the outside figure the cost of adaptation. 

Nor does it appear that Mr. Wilkinson ever inquired into the character or competency of 
Joyce, apparently forgetting the existence of a Local Commissioner (if he did not choose to 
consult the Guardians), nor ever pretending to question his ability to give security for the 
execution of the work. Next, he objects to Joyce on account of his erroneous measure- 
ments, chiefly in slating, whereas Hill’s blunder, in the very same item, far exceeded that of 
Joyce. 

These matters, we contend, throw a suspicion on the contract, and call for inquiry. Sup- 
posing, however, the contract to be reasonable, we have to charge on Mr. Wilkinson that, 
by erroneous calculations, to damage the interest of the Union to the extent of 1,000/. in 
the negotiation he contracted with the Ordnance for the building. By letter (No. 3, 
page 24), it appears that the Government consented to take for the building the price for 
which it might he expected to sell if brought to public sale, which would have been very 
low. Mr. Wilkinson, however, not content w ith this plan, proposed that the price should be 
regulated by the cost of adapting it to workhouse purposes (see No. 23), and he submitted 
2,225/. as the outside sum requisite for that purpose, upon which calculation 3,000/. was 
mutually fixed on as the purchase-money of the buildings ; but as he now contends that the 
contract, viz. 3,250/., is only a reasonable sum, it is evident that if he had so stated it at the 
time of the treaty, the price to the Ordnance would have been 1,000/. less. From the 
“ principle to which they assented, they could not have refused it.” But it is strange that 
Mr. Wilkinson has virtually refused to produce any of his estimates (see No. 27, page 22), 
for it can scarcely be supposed that he conducted so important a treaty upon mere guess- 
work ; and again, upon another guess, authorized the Commissioners to pledge themselves 
to a reduced definite sum. 

In conclusion, we contend that the explanations afforded by the Commissioners, and herein 
referred to, have not weakened the justice of our case, which has been still further strength- 
ened by the new information derived from the Parliamentary Papers; and we respectfully 

submit. 
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submit, that we occupy the same position as when Mr. Voules expressed his opinion that we Workhouses 

were entitled to explanation before resolving to apply for the required sum, with this dif- (Complaints). 

ference, that the “ explanations ” having signally failed, “ investigation ” should now neces- 

sarily take their place. Fermoy Union. 

Resolved, That we further submit to the Commissioners that the borrowing the full sum 
required would naturally lead to an irreparable injury to the Union, inasmuch as the Com- 
missioners would probably at once discharge the full amount of Mr. Hill’s contract, while the 
result of the investigation we require may decide him entitled to a lesser sum ; and again, 
that it may be decided in the same way, that the Ordnance are not entitled to so large a 
purchase-money as 3,400/. 

F. Johnson, (signed) IF. C. Collis. 

Clerk to the Guardians. 

Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

To the Chairman and Board of Guardians of the Fermoy Union. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Gentlemen, 1st September 1841. 

The minutes of your proceedings on the 7th ultimo, in reference to the workhouse, have 
received the careful attention of the Poor Law Commissioners, who have also called for and 
received reports thereon from Mr. Voules, their Assistant Commissioner, and from their 
architect, Mr, Wilkinson ; and with these documents and your minutes before them, and 
after referring to previous communications, the Commissioners have again given to the 
whole question their best consideration. 

It must be obvious to the Guardians that, with the multifarious duties of the Commissioners, 
and the constant demands which are made upon their time and attention, it must always be 
productive of great inconvenience when they are called upon to revert to a question already 
considered and disposed of ; for this can rarely, if ever, be done without interfering with other 
business possessing equal claim upon the Commissioners’ attention. The case of the Fermoy 
workhouse, and the questions connected with it, have certainly occupied a very undue por- 
tion of the time and attention, not of the Commissioners only, but of the whole staff of their 
department, and this to an extent that if there had been many similar cases, they would 
have most seriously embarrassed the business of the Commission, and rendered it extremely 
difficult to carry out the intentions of the Legislature in reference to the Irish Poor Relief 
Act. 

The Commissioners, while they lament the occasion out of which it has arisen, do not 
complain of the very onerous duties which have been imposed upon them in the case of 
Fermoy, and so long as there was a reasonable ground for delay, they abstained from urging 
the Guardians to act upon the order to borrow, which had been issued so far back as the 9th 
May 1840 ; but the Commissioners would now earnestly wish to put it to the Guardians, as a 
matter requiring their sober and serious deliberation, whether any thing can possibly be gained 
by further delay ; whether, on the contrary, the real interests of the Union must not be com- 
promised by it ; and whether, in fact, the time has not arrived when, putting out of view what 
has heretofore passed, either as respects the original purchase of the barrack, or anything 
which has subsequently occurred, they ought not at once, frankly and in a good spirit, to 
place themselves in harmonious action with the Commissioners, who are most anxious to co- 
operate with them in carrying out the law, and who would feel with very deep regret the 
necessity, should such in any case unhappily arise, of resorting to its more stringent provisions 
in vindication of its authority. 

The Commissioners entreat the Guardians to consider the subject in this light, and to put 
an end to the present most unsatisfactory state of things, and relieve themselves from the 
extremely anomalous position of a Union, in the possession and use of such a workhouse as 
that of Fermoy, without having paid or even engaged to pay one penny for it, although 
there are large demands against the Union, with a constantly accruing charge for interest 
thereon, and although the authorities, legally competent to do so, have sanctioned these 
demands, and required the Guardians to take the requisite steps for defraying them. 

Nothing can well be more at variance with the established course, both of public and 
private business, than the present situation of the Fermoy Union in regard to the workhouse, 
and the Commissioners can see no sufficient ground for the Guardians maintaining the 
position which they have assumed. Their present ground of objection is, not that the work- 
house is unsuitable or insufficient, for it is, in fact, the best workhouse of the class in Ireland ; 
not that the Commissioners have exceeded their powers, by purchasing and adapting the 
barrack for the purpose, for the Guardians, it is believed, admit that the Commissioners are 
legally empowered, as they certainly are required, to do all that may be necessary for provid- 
ing workhouses for the several Unions ; on neither of these grounds, which might afford some 
tangible reason for their objection, do the Guardians found their opposition to the Commis- 
sioners’ order to borrow ; but there is said to be an intention of again appealing to one branch 
of the Legislature on the subject, and which, although it may institute an inquiry, has yet 
no power to adjudicate in the case. 

Now, supposing even that there were good grounds for so again appealing to the House 
of Lords, as one of the tribunals to which the Commissioners are responsible, it yet appears 
to the Commissioners that the right course for the Guardians to pursue would be, to obey all 
the legal requirements of the Commissioners, in the first instance, before resorting to such an 
appeal ; and then, after having thus done what is unquestionably their duty, by obeying the 

6 1 6. 3 c 4 law. 
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law, they might, without impropriety, appeal against the acts of functionaries whom they 
considered to have transgressed it, or to have acted unfairly in any way. The Commis- 
sioners must of course be always prepared to meet any charge which may be brought against 
them ; they are responsible to Government and to the Legislature for their official acts, which 
are open, to be called in question by any party feeling aggrieved thereby. 

Having offered these remarks on the general bearing of the question at issue, the Com- 
missioners wish to refer the Board of Guardians to their letter of the 27th of July, and again 
earnestly require them to take immediate steps for obtaining the loan, now so much needed 
for discharging the demands legally made against the Union. 

As respects the several references to, and quotations from, the printed Return to the House 
of Lords of last Session, the Commissioners have at present no observations to offer; all 
these points having, as they believe, been sufficiently explained in the course of the 
lengthened correspondence which has taken place, and not appearing very materially to 
affect the present question. There is one reference, however, which it seems necessary to 
notice, namely, the quotation of a note, signed G. N., which was inserted in the margin of 
one of their papers, when it was referred to Mr. Voules for his observations; it must be 
evident to every one that this note was strictly confidential, and was made solely for the use 
of the Assistant Commissioner, and in fact ought, according to invariable usage with respect 
to public documents, to have been omitted from the Return ; but the order of the House of 
Lords was so worded, as to leave it doubtful whether such an omission might not be con- 
strued into a breach of the order, and the note was therefore included, in the assurance that 
Lord Mountcashel would not feel offended by the use made of his lordship’s name in a brief 
note, meant to be strictly confidential, and when nothing in the slightest degree offensive to. 
his lordship was intended. 

The Commissioners consider it due to their architect, Mr. Wilkinson, to enclose a copy 
of his observations, in explanation of some of the points adverted to in the minutes of the 
7th ultimo; and the Commissioners will be rejoiced to learn that these explanations, and what 
is herein above stated, have served to remove doubts and dissatisfaction from the Guardians’ 
minds, and convinced them that in all which has been done, the interests of the Union have 
never been lost sight of. 

By order of the Board, 

Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 
Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 

Observations on some part of the Resolutions of the Guardians of the Fermoy Union, 
on the 7th August 1841, referred to me to report on. 

1. In explanation of the objections made to the statements of reduction of the estimate 
of 2,225/. to 1,500/., as alluded to in pages 9. 12. 46, 47 and 48 of the printed papers, I 
have to state that, at the time the valuation of the barracks was made, it was reported by me 
to the Poor Law Commissioners that some saving on the contemplated expenditure of 2,225/. 
might probably be effected ; but the particulars of such reduction are not stated. (See my 
Report, dated 11th June 1839, and No. 38 of the printed papers.) 

2. This report led to the reduction of the sum of 2,225/. to 1,500/. as contained in the 
Poor Law Commissioners’ letter to the Guardians of the 11 th July (No. 20, in the printed 
papers). 

3. The particulars of this reduction were discussed at the meeting which I attended at 
Fermoy, and I then suggested and explained several modes by which the saving in outlay 
might be effected, by reducing certain of the contemplated arrangements, in particular the 
omission of the dining-hall; and it was then, I believe, considered that the omission of the 
dining-hall and the consequent reduction was desirable, and I stated that in such case the 
amount of 1,500/. would, 1 thought, be sufficient. 

4. This discussion and explanation of the intended arrangement took place partly in the 
Board-room and partly at the barracks, when the building was examined by Lord Mount- 
cashel and others of the Guardians ; and I entered into explanation on the spot, as to what 
might in such case be the best mode of appropriating the building. 

5. With reference to my letter (No. 83, in the printed papers), which is considered to give 
insufficient grounds for the adoption of Mr. Hill’s tender, and the rejection of Mr. Joyce’s, 
further explanation of the reasons for the selection of the first tender is contained in paper 
No. 110, page 93, and in the letter, No. 109, page 91, from the Commissioners. 

6. In reply to the objections urged against my reports, and to the remark, that Mr. Joyce’s 
tender was only 400 /. below the outside sum originally estimated by me, I have to state, 
that the works contemplated in such estimate were much less than those included in the 
contract made with Mr. Hill for a 900 house, the particulars of which are given in my 
report, No. 58, page 47. 

7. With respect to the statement that no inquiry appears to have been made as to the 
character and competency of Mr. Joyce, l have to reply, that full and particular inquiry was 
made of professional gentlemen, under whom he had been employed, and who were the 
most competent to give a correct report of his qualifications. The Assistant Commissioner 
was not referred to, in consequence of sufficient information being already obtained, and to 
prevent unnecessary exposure of opinions concerning the character of an individual. 

The documents which he forwarded to the office showed, in fact, his incompetency ; in 
addition to which the calculations sent up were not prepared by Mr. Joyce himself, and he 
was therefore, on the face of the papers, relying upon calculations made by another person, 
and which he did not himself appear to understand. 

8. As 
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8. As regards the contract entered into, and executed by Mr. Hill, the Guardians have 
been invited to have the whole of the works examined, and valued by a competent professional 
man, for the purpose of enabling them to form a fair opinion of the expenditure, which has 
been sanctioned by the Commissioners on my report of its propriety. 

9. The charge made against the calculations entered into for the purchase of the premises, 
I am satisfied, would be removed if the premises were to be again valued, now that the exact 
amount of expenditure upon them has been ascertained, and the exact cost of new work- 
houses of like dimensions known. 

10 . The price at which the Government consented to dispose of the buildings was to be 
according to their value as saleable or convertible property ; and as such a value would cer- 
tainly be above what it would be for the interest of the Union to purchase them at, it became 
necessary to adopt the only advantageous course that was open to us, namely, to ascertain 
what would be the cost of their adaptation, and added to that sum the amounts that should 
be allowed in consideration of their being old premises ; these two sums, deducted from the 
cost of a new building of a similar capacity and advantages, gave the amount which we 
copsidered it fair, alike to the public and the Union, for the Commissioners to give ; and I do 
not hesitate to state, that, as far as I am concerned, and for the sake of showing how well 
the interests of the Union have been considered in this matter, I should be very glad to have 
the whole investigated. 

The result will, I am confident, show that no pains have been spared, and that the objects 
contemplated in taking the barracks, viz. to effect a saving over the cost of a new building, 
have been abundantly realised. 

Geo. Wilkinson, 

31st August 1841. Architect to the Poor Law Commissioners. 



Minutes of Guardians, 27th September 1841. 

William J. Voules, esq., Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, in attendance. The minutes 
of the last day’s proceedings having been read, the Commissioners’ letter of the 1st 
instant having been then read, it was resolved, That the letter and report now read does not 
appear to warrant any departure from our former resolutions on this subject, and that the 
entire case still evidently calls for investigation, and that Mr. Wilkinson courts the same ; we 
urge, through Lord Mountcashel and other Members of the Legislature, to endeavour and 
bring the subject before Parliament and the Government at the earliest possible moment. 

That the Guardians fully reciprocate the expression of a desire for harmonious co-operation 
with the Commissioners, and trust that they will renew with the present Government the 
negotiation for such a deduction from the purchase-money as may reconcile the Guardians 
to an application for the loan. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No. 2 M. 42.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Gentlemen, 3d January 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners are now enabled to inform you, that the Lords Commissioners 
of Her Majesty’s Treasury have been pleased to direct the Ordnance Board to deduct 600 /. 
from the amount of purchase-money required to be paid for the barrack now used as the 
workhouse of the Union. The Commissioners congratulate the Board of Guardians on this 
concession, which has been made by Government, as an especial act of grace and favour to 
the Fermoy Union, with the view of removing any unpleasant feeling which may have been 
excited by the diversion of the barracks from its original destination. 

The Commissioners will issue an amended order to borrow the reduced sum now requisite 
for discharging the several claims upon the Union for providing the workhouse as soon as 
the necessary forms can be gone through for that purpose. 

The barrack authorities have made repeated representations with respect to an opening 
in the wall, separating the workhouse and barrack premises, through which opening it is 
asserted dirty water flows into the barrack-qrard, creating a nuisance. The Commissioners 
request the Guardians to look to this matter, and have a drain made for carrying off the 
water in some other direction, if the complaint should be well founded, as the Commissioners 
presumed it to be. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Chairman and Board of Guardians of Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

the Fermoy Union. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No. 567 D. 42.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Gentlemen, 19th January 1842. 

With reference to their letter of the 3d instant, relative to the reduction in the amount 
of the loan to be obtained for the workhouse of the Fermoy Union, the Poor Law Com- 
missioners transmit herewith an amended order requiring the Board of Guardians to borrow 
6 l 6 . 3 D the 
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tlie sum of 7,100 /., instead of the sum of 7,800 /., set forth in the order of 9th May 1840, 
which is thereby superseded. 

The Commissioners desire to lay before the Guardians the following statement of the items 
comprised in the above reduced amount, namely : — 

I £. s. d. 



Reduced amount to be paid to Ordnance for purchase of the barracks 
Amount certified to be due to Mr. Hill, the building contractor, in- 
cluding fixtures, &c. - - - - 

Amount of Michael Joyce’s account, as certified for fittings - 
Amountof Mr. L. A. Bryan’s account, as certified for locks, hinges, 8tc. 
Amount certified to be due to the clerk of works, for salary and 
incidental expenses --------- 

Estimated contingencies, as advertising, law expenses for preparing 
deed of charge, &c. - -- -- -- - 



2,800 

3,606 

430 

63 

54 

145 



£. 7,100 



7 

8 



12 

12 



3 

1 

5 

3 



The Commissioners desire to state, that, on the completion of the loan, and the closing of 
the account, the Commissioners will lay before the Board of Guardians a further statement 
in detail of the whole expenditure, together with the plans of the building. The Com- 
missioners have also forwarded to the clerk the form of application to the Exchequer Bill 
Loan Commissioners for the loan. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Chairman and Board of Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Fermoy Union. 



Minute of Guardians, 22 d January 1842. 

The Commissioners’ letters of the 19th instant being then read, it was resolved. That the 
Commissioners’ letters of the 19th instant not having reached our clerk until it was too late 
for him to apprise the Guardians of the subject, we consider it advisable to defer the signing 
of the order until our next meeting, and that, in the mean time, we respectfully request the 
Commissioners will be pleased to furnish this Board with the detail of the contractor’s pre- 
sent bill, amount 3,606/. Is. 3d., being an increase over and above his proposal of 
354/. 14s. 3d.; also a detail of the concluding two items, amount 54/, 12s. bd. and 
145/. 12s. 3d., on both which, taken together, there is an increase of 51 /. 17s. 8 d. 

That we note the intention of the Commissioners expressed in the said letters of sub- 
mitting those matters to the Guardians at a future period, and as the only useful object in 
doing so can be to procure the check which their local position admits of, we trust the Com- 
missioners, by their compliance with the request contained in the above resolution, will 
afford us this opportunity without delay. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Gentlemen, 28th January 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of 
the Board of Guardians of the Fermoy Union, on the 22d instant, relative to the accounts 
for providing the workhouse of the Union, and expressing the wish of the Guardians to be 
furnished with particulars of some of the items included in the reduced loan now required 
to be obtained. 

With reference to the amount, 3,606/. 7s. 3d., certified to be due to the building con- 
tractor, the Commissioners desire to state that that sum comprises the amount stipulated in 
his contract, namely, 3,251 /. 13 s., and the amount due to him for fixtures and additions not 
comprised in his contract, namely, the providing and fixing of the cast-iron boilers for cook- 
ing and washing, and the construction of the brickwork connected therewith, fixing the new 
locks and latches in the building, repairing and resetting fire-grates throughout, additional 
privy accommodation in idiot yards, and construction of an additional sewer and surface 
drains. The above works, including 48 /. 19s. 9 d. paid for the insurance of the building, 
amount to the sum of 354/. 17s. 3d., which has been certified to be due, and are works 
contemplated as included in the amount provided for contingencies in the loan originally 
ordered. 

The item of 54/. 12 s. 5 d., certified to be due to the clerk of the works, is composed of his 
salary from 4th May to 31st December 1840, with some trifling incidental expenses, as 
postage, &c. 

The item of 145/. 12s. 3d. is an estimate merely of the amount that may be required to 
pay the charges of the solicitors for preparing the deeds of security for the repayment of the 
loan and the conveyance of the barrack and land, the advertisements inviting tenders for 
the contracts and any minor expenses of a similar kind. The precise amouut required is 
not at present ascertained, but it is expected that the whole of this sum will not be required ; 
it was, however, necessary to include an even sum in the loan, as Exchequer Bills are not 
negotiated of less value than 50 /., and any surplus which may remain will be transferred 
without charge to the credit of the Union. 

By order of the Board, 

A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Minutes 
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Minutes of Guardians, 29th January 1842. 

(No. 1242 D. 42.) 

The minutes of the last day’s proceedings and the Commissioners’ letters of the 19th 
instant having been read, it was resolved, That we this day complete the order for borrow- 
ing 7,100/. from the Exchequer, according to the form sent to this Board. 

That we request the Commissioners will be pleased to submit to the Guardians the full 
detail of the item of 3,(iOG/. 7s. 3d., stated as being due to the contractor; also of the item 
of 54/. 12s. 5 d. and 145/. 12s. 3d. ; and that the Commissioners be requested to withhold 
the full payment of these sums until the Guardians shall have an opportunity of examining 
the same and offering their observations thereon. 

That the fittings already supplied are not sufficient for the full furnishing of the house, 
and that a considerable further quantity will probably soon be required, and that we trust 
we shall have the assistance of the Commissioners to procure a further loan for that 
purpose. 



I. 

Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Ferraoy Union. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 2d February 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th 
ultimo, enclosing an application from the Guardians of the Fermoy Union to the Exchequer 
Bill Loan Commissioners for an advance of 7,100 /. for the purposes therein specified. 

In reply, the Commissioners desire to state, that they have forwarded the application to 
the Exchequer Bill Loan Board. 

The order to borrow is returned herewith, to be preserved with the other records relatino- 
to the Union. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk of the Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Fermoy Union. 



Minutes of Guardians, 5th February 1842. 

(No. 1688 D. 42.) 

The Commissioners’ letter of the 28th ultimo to the chairman, and that of the 2d instant 
to the clerk, were then read ; the following resolutions, having been duly proposed and 
seconded, were unanimously entered into. 

Resolved, That in reference to the Commissioners’ letter of the 28th January, we feel 
obliged by their attention to our wishes respecting the explanation of certain items com- 
prised in the sum of 7,100 /., for the loan of which an application has just been made to the 
Exchequer ; but as the information is not as full as we desire, we will feel obliged if the 
Commissioners will be pleased further to send us an exact copy of the contractor’s (Hill’s) 
account as furnished by him in detail, and amounting to 3,606 /. 7 s. 3 d., also of the sum of 
54/. 12s. bd., due to the clerk of the works, and for sundry expenses, also of the sum of 
145/. 12s. 3d., distinguishing in the latter such portions as are ascertained, and such as are 
only calculated as the probable amount of certain expenses not yet determined, and that 
we repeat our request that the Commissioners will be pleased not to pay any of the above 
sums in full until a sufficient time shall have been afforded us to examine and check the 
accounts. 

That we also request the copy of the policies of insurance stated to have been effected, 
and for which there is a charge of 48 /. 19 s. 9 d. 

Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 
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Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 17th February 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them a further resolution of the Board of 
Guardians of the Fermoy Union, on the 5th instant, requesting additional particulars of the 
accounts for providing the workhouse of the Union, and desire to state, that having already 
in their communications of the 19th and 28th ultimo given the Guardians full explanations 
of the amounts comprised in the loan, the Commissioners are not at present prepared to 
lay before them the contractor’s accounts. The Commissioners, however, desire to state, 
for the information of the Guardians, that those accounts have been minutely and carefully 
examined by the architect, whose certificate under the terms of the contract is conclusive, 
and by whom all allowances or deductions for extra or omitted works respectively are to be 
ascertained and settled ; and the accounts for the Fermoy Workhouse, like those of other 
workhouses, have been examined with reference to the works being included in the contract 
or not, and with reference to the quantities as well as the prices charged. The Commis- 
sioners can only repeat the assurance given in their letter of the 19th ultimo, that all the 
accounts connected with the loan shall be laid before the Guardians upon the arrangements 
for making the amount available being completed. 

The contractor for the building has made a claim for interest on the amount due to him 
for the period since it should have been paid ; but that claim has not been included in the 
amount certified to be due to him. 

6 1 6. 3 D 2 With 
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With respect to the amount due to the clerk of the works, the Commissioners desire to 
refer to their letter of the 28th January, and to state that the rate of his salary was 
1/. lls. Gd. per week. 

The policy of insurance and the renewal vouchers have been lodged in this office, and 
will be laid before the Guardians with the accounts and other documents. 

The item of 145 1. 12s. 3 d. is an estimate merely of the probable contingencies, and an 
amount to make up an even sum, for the reason stated in the Commissioners’ letter of the 
28th January, and no part of it can at present be stated as the actual expense, as the Com- 
missioners have not deemed it necessary to call in these minor accounts until the funds shall 
have become available ; and the amount of the usual law costs cannot be stated till the deed 
of security for the repayment of the loan shall have been prepared. The Lords of the 
Treasury having ordered the loan to be advanced in compliance with the application made 
for it a deed of security for its repayment will in a few days be transmitted for execution by 
the Guardians ; and as very great delay has already occurred, the Commissioners trust that 
the Guardians will forthwith execute the instrument. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Fermoy Union. 



Minute of Guardians, 19th February 1842. 

(No. 2250 D. 42.) 

The minutes of the last day’s proceedings and the Commissioners letters of the 17th 
instant having been read, it was resolved. That we note the Commissioners’ intention of 
sendino- a “ deed of security ” for our signatures ; and we respectfully request the Oommis- 
sionerswill be pleased, at the same time, to send the accounts mentioned in our resolution of 
the 5th instant. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
§j r 3d March 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners desire to call the attention of the Board of Guardians of 
the Fermoy Union to the communications recently addressed to them relative to the work- 
house loan ; and not having received intimation of their having signed the deed of security 
at the last meeting of the Guardians, the Commissioners wish to impress upon them the neces- 
sity of forthwith doing so, if it has not already been done, and the deed forwarded to the 
Exchequer Bill Loan Commissioners as required. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Fermoy Union. 



Minute of Guardians, 12th March 1842. 

(No. 3102 D. 42 .) 

The minutes of the last day’s proceedings having been read, and the claims for admission 
having been investigated, the following resolutions, having been duly proposed and seconded, 
were unanimously entered into. 

That we regret our request for detailed information respecting the increase in the con- 
tractor’s and other accounts has not hitherto been complied with, and that we are induced to 
hope that this has arisen from inadvertence or any other cause rather than an indifference to 
the wishes of the Guardians on so reasonable a point. 

That it appears by a letter of the 2d instant from the Assistant Commissioner to our 
chairman, and other circumstances, that he (the Assistant Commissioner) fully sanctioned 
our request, and was even erroneously under the impression that it had been complied with, 
and that he also approved of our respectful request, that the contractor and other parties 
should not be paid in full until the above-named accounts should have been submitted to 
the Guardians. 

That, to prevent mistakes or the possibility of our resolutions being overlooked, we request 
our chairman to write direct to the Commissioners, respectfully urging this subject on their 
consideration. 



Letter from the Chairman of the Board of Guardians to the Commissioners, 
so far as it relates to this subject. 

(No. 3202 D. 42.) 

Sirs, Fermoy House, 14th March 1842. 

In compliance with the wishes of the Guardians of this Union, I have the honour to request 
the favour of your attention to certain resolutions appearing on their proceedings of Saturday 
last, as also of 22d January, 5th and 19th February, all referring to the accounts composing 
the sum of 7,100 l. for which, under your orders, an application has recently been made to the 
Exchequer. I do not feel that any thing further is necessary on my part, as I have no doubt 
that when the subject is thus brought under your notice, you will have no objection to direct 
the required information to be furnished to the Guardians, viz. a full detail of the contractor’s 
account, as furnished by him, including the particulars of the fire insurance he effected ; also, 

the 
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the particulars of the items, 54 1. 12s. 5 d. due to the clerk of the works, and 145/. 12s. 3d. 
for sundries. I am aware it was stated to the Guardians that a portion of the last sum was 
on an estimate of certain expenses not yet precisely ascertained, and these can be distin- 
guished from the expenditure actually incurred and due. 



To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



I am, &c. 

Samuel W. Perrott, Chairman, &c. 



Workhouses 

(Complaints) 

Fernioy Union. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 21st March 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 14th instant, 
together with certain further resolutions of the Board of Guardians of the Fermoy Union of 
the 12 th instant, relative to the accounts for providing the workhouse; and they desire to 
refer you to their letter of the 17th ultimo, which states that, under the terms of the contract, 
the architect’s certificate as to the amount to be paid is final ; and the Commissioners being 
bound by the terms of the contract equally with the contractor, they could not disturb the 
amount so certified, after a due examination of the accounts as pointed out in that letter. 

Although it is not the practice of the Commissioners to forward the original accounts for 
inspection until after they have been settled, the amounts paid, and receipts duly obtained, 
they yet in this instance, in compliance with your request, transmit to you, for the informa- 
tion of the Fermoy Board of Guardians, the several original accounts specified in the 
accompanying list, all of which are now in course of payment ; and the Commissioners 
request that you will return these accounts to this office after they shall have been inspected by 
the Guardians. After the great delay which has occurred in providing the necessary funds 
in this case, the Commissioners consider that they would not be justified in withholding 
for a single day the payment to which the contractor and others are entitled ; and they 
desire to observe, that, although the contractor has consented to forego his claim for interest 
on the amount due to him for so long a period, the Commissioners yet consider that he was 
legally and equitably entitled to demand it, and that he could have enforced the payment 
if he had so determined. 

An account in detail will hereafter be laid before the Guardians of the expenditure out 
of the loan, which will show all the several items comprised in the estimated contingencies 
when they shall have been ascertained ; and any surplus that may remain will be returnable 
to the credit of the Union. 

By order of the Board, 

To Samuel W. Perrott, esq. A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Chairman of the Board of Guardians, Fermoy. 



Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 

List of Accounts accompanying Poor Law Commissioners’ Letter of 21st March 1842. 

£. s. d. 

Mr. William Hill, contractor, amount as certified to be due 
Michael Joyce’s account for fittings, as certified - - - - 

L. A. Bryan’s account for ironmongery, as certified - 
C. F. Anderson, clerk of works, certified accounts for salary and contin- 
gent expenses, for the months ended as follow : \ £ s d 

From 4th May 1840 to 31st May 



1st Ju 
1st July 
1st Aug. 
1 st Sept. 
1 st Oct. 
1 st Nov. 
1 st Dec. 



30th June 
31st July 
31st Aug. 
30th Sept. 
31st Oct. 
30th Nov. 
31st Dec. 



6 17 
6 11 



ti 13 5 

7 2 10 



The “ General Advertiser” newspaper, for advertising notice 
builders - -- -- -- -- - 



Add purchase-money to Ordnance Board for barrack 
Sum remaining for contingent expenses - 



£. 4,156 17 9 

- 2,800 - - 



£. 6,956 17 9 

143 2 3 



£. 7,100 - - 



616. 3 D 3 Letter 
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Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians, transmitting detailed Accounts of the 
Workhouse Loan and Expenditure. 

(No. 412 M. 42.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 2 2d December 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners transmit herewith, for the information of the Board of 
Guardians of the Fermoy Union, in pursuance of the Commissioners’ letters of the 19th 
January and 21st March last, an account of the loan for providing the wojkhouse, and the 
expenditure out of it; from which the Guardians will perceive that a balance remains in hand 
of 1181. 6s. 5 d. 

The Commissioners request to be informed whether any works or furniture of a perma- 
nent kind have been paid for by the Guardians out of the rates ; the Commissioners being 
prepared to pay the above amount to the treasurer of the Union to the credit of the 
Guardians, on receiving a statement of any payments made and properly chargeable upon 
the loan, with the receipts of the persons to whom they were made. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Fermoy Union. 



KANTURK UNION. 



Minute of Guardians, 28th January 1841. 

(No. 552 D. 41.) 

That the following four gentlemen (Mr. Robert M'Cartie, Mr. Henigan, Mr. Daniel 
Leahy and Mr. Gilknst) be appointed a committee to inspect the workhouse, and send in 
their report on the next Board-day. 



Minute of Guardians, 18th February 1841. 

(No. 1434 D. 41.) 

After the meeting the Board adjourned to the workhouse, accompanied by Mr. Wilkin- 
son, the architect, and proceeded, on the suggestion of Mr. Henigan, one of the Guardians, 
to uncover and examine portions of the foundation ; no defect, as was alleged, having been 
discovered, the Assistant Commissioner, with a view to satisfy the Guardians and the dis- 
trict generally, of the readiness of this Board to afford every opportunity for examination, 
undertook, on receiving the names of witnesses, to summon them, and appoint a day for 
hearing their evidence on oath, in the presence of the Guardians and the parties interested. 



Minutes of Guardians, dated Kanturk, 23d March 1841. 



(No. 2330 D. 41.) 

Mr. Voules, the Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, opened the inquiry at 1 1 o’clock, 
and, after waiting for near an hour for the Guardians and witnesses to assemble, proceeded 
to state the object for which he attended ; and Mr. Henigan, the Guardian, at whose 
instance the inquiry was held, called Patrick Toomev, the first witness. This witness 
declined to be sworn unless he first got his expenses,* which was refused by Mr. Voules, 
on the grounds that it would depend on the result of his examination. 

Daniel Keating, of Kanturk, mason, was then sworn, and examined by Mr. Voules : — 
This witness said he had put in a statement with others who had worked at the building, 
declaring he had not authorized any one to return his name as a witness ; and this witness 
says it is true, as mentioned in said statement, that the said works are perfectly done. The 
statement handed him is the one he put in ; other witnesses were then examined, which was 
noted by Mr. Voules. {See his report.) 



Note by Mr. Voules, Assistant Commissioner, 27th March 1841. 

* This not being a case between party and party, but a public inquiry, I hold that 
the witness had no right to make such a stipulation, or to demand payment for 
evidence which might turn out to be nought. IF J V 

The following Guardians sat upon the bench during the investigation : — 



Henry Wallis. 

Henry Leader. 

James Therry. 

Daniel Leahy. 

Denis M'Cartie. 

Robert M'Cartie. 

Edward Stannard. 
Edward Herrick Reardan. 



John Henigan. 
Maurice J. Murphy. 
Owen M'Sweeny. 
George Goold. 
Daniel Ryan. 
Jeremiah Lane. 

John Hassett. 



John Callaghan. 
Benjamin Bride. 
Francis Burton. 
James Toomey. 
Cornelious Sheehan. 
Rowland Bourke. 
Jeremiah Kennedy. 



Adjourned to 11 o’clock, to-morrow morning. 

Second 
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Second Day, 24th March 1841. 

Guardians in attendance : — 

Robert M‘ Car tie. Patrick Sheehan. James Therry. 

Francis Burton. Maurice J. Murphy. Daniel Ryan. 

John Callaghan. Cornelius Sheehan. James Tootney. 

Edward Herrick Reardan. John Ilenigan. Owen M‘S weeny. 

The evidence on both sides having closed, Mr. Voules and the Guardians adjourned to 
inspect the workhouse ; and, after having had the several portions of the foundations 
alluded to by the witnesses uncovered, minutely examined the several parts, and also the 
timber used in parts of the building. On the Guardians re-assembling, the following resolu- 
tions were adopted. 

James Therry, esq., in the Chair. 

That the Guardians having attended two days upon the investigation before the Assistant 
Poor Law Commissioner, and having inspected the several works pointed out by the wit- 
nesses produced by Mr. Henigan as defective, were glad to come to the conclusion, — That 
although the statements of the witnesses, with regard to the foundation, are in one instance 
borne out, it appears that the contractor has constructed the entire quantity of foundation 
required by the specification, independently of any substructure. 

Mr. Henigan proposed as an amendment, — 

“That, without this Board expressing any opinion upon the question, the whole matter 
be left in the hands of the Poor Law Commissioners.” 

This amendment was negatived ; the seconder only voting for it. 

The Board also came to the resolution, — 

“ That the charge of using yellow pine in the building of the workhouse was not 
supported.” 



Resolved. That the foregoing expressions of opinion, having reference to the fact stated 
by the witnesses only, the Commissioners be requested to send down their architect at 
their earliest convenience, to ascertain how far those proved affect the stability of his 
works. 

Mr. Robert M'Cartie proposed, — 

The marked and most cordial thanks of this Board to Mr. Voules, the Assistant Commis- 
sioner, for the exceedingly pains-taking and impartial manner in which he had conducted 
this inquiry. 

The chairman said he had the greatest pleasure in putting this resolution, and it was 
passed with acclamation. 

Thanks were then voted to Mr. Henigan, for being the means of having the inquiry 
instituted ; and the Board declared its unabated confidence in Mr. Mitchell, the clerk of 
the works. 



Report from Mr. Voules, Assistant Commissioner of the above Inquiry. 

(No. 2331 D. 41.) 

Gentlemen, Cork, 27th March 1841. 

I have the honour to forward the minutes of an inquiry into some alleged defects in the 
construction of the workhouse of the above Union, together with a declaration handed in 
upon oath, by some of the witnesses who had been called to support the charge, and the 
resolutions of the Board of Guardians consequent upon the whole proceeding. 

I am, Sic. 

W. J. Voules, 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 



Enclosures (2) in foregoing. 

(1.) Minutes of an Inquiry into alleged defects in the construction of the Workhouse, at 
the suggestion of Mr. Henigan, one of the Guardians of the Union, taken at Kan- 
turk, on the 23d and 24th of March 1841. 

Patrick Toomey objected to be sworn. 

Patrick Keating, sworn. — Resides at Kanturk ; is a mason ; has been employed at the 
new workhouse since August last, and is now so employed ; (hands in a statement, signed 
by himself and others, which is read, and which he swears is true.)* 

Hannigan . — 1 worked at all parts of the building ; I worked at the west wall of the 
chapel, and at the rear-wall of the main building, and at different parts of the infirmary 
and at the foundations of some of them, but not all ; I swear that there is no defect there, 
or any where else, that I know of ; my orders and those that I heard given to others were 
to do the work in the best manner possible; Mr. Mitchell never complained more of the 
quantity than the quality of my work, but told me to do it right ; 1 signed the paper pro- 
duced; Timothy Keating wrote it; he is my brother; Mr. Mitchell is the clerk of the 
works; he always acted as such; he was very attentive and always on the spot. 

Mr. Mitchell. — I never saw you hurry any of the men at their work ; I have heard you 
order bad work down, and saw it taken down accordingly ; the men were desired to take 
sufficient time at their work. 

Mr. Belcher. — Wm. Ready-, I work as a mason at Kanturk, have been employed at 
house since September last; proves signature to statement, and correctness of it on oath. 

6l6. 3 D 4 lianigan 



Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Kanturk Union. 



* Sec statement 
annexed, and con- 
firmed by the very 
persons who had 
been relied on by 
Mr. Henigan to 
prove his case. 
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(Complaints). 

Kanturk Union. 



Hannigan. — I signed the paper at a house in Peacock-lane, where we met, at Connors’ ; 
he is a publican ; we agreed by ourselves to sign it ; I do not know who first asked me to 
sign the paper ; I worked at different parts of the building, and a few of the foundations ; 
enumerates them ; some were laid before I went there ; I swear that there were no defects 
that I know of. 

Assistant Poor Law Commissioner.— Neither Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Belcher, nor any one 
connected with the Poor Law, but one of ourselves. 

Mr. Mitchell.— I always saw you active. 

Sworn : Denis Brien, Kanturk, mason.— Has been employed at the house about three 
months ; at all parts ; I have been a mason all my life ; in those parts of the house which 
I have seen I saw no defects ; I am going into 60 ; I never heard that any part of the build- 
ing was defective ; upon one occasion 1 had to take down a stone laid by myself ; it was 
too light, and I was stopped for two days for laying it; I was very particular, and was 
told if I was not so for tne future, I should have no more ; I know that my own work was 
good, and I do not know of any bad. 

Hannigan. — I did not sign the paper ; I was not asked to sign it. 

Guardian .— 1 perceived that the masons in general were particular about their work. 

Sworn : Michael Dennehy, Kanturk. — Since the house commenced ; am a mason, 21 years 
old ; have been employed at the house nine months; I worked at the main building, at the 
infirmary, the chapel and front building ; have been eight years a mason ; my opinion is, 
that the work at the infirmary, in the rear, in the main building and in the governor’s house, 
the foundations are overlapped by the wall ; I did this part of the building myself ; I was 
never remonstrated with, and, in Mr. Mitchell’s absence, 1 had to work from the plan myself. 

I made the work according to plan. The plan makes the width of the foundation not so 
great as that of the superstructure. I knew this was wrong, but as it was on the plan I did it. 
The foreman gave me advice to bring the dimensions of every apartment to those laid down 
in the plan, and I adopted this advice. 1 had no business to reject it, though I did not 
think any thing of it, for he knew nothing about it. I only knew the foreman since he 
came to Kanturk ; he is double or three times my age, but he has had no experience. I 
ground this upon the fact of his not laying out according to the plan, and upon the result of 
his experience not agreeing with mine. There was no complaint against my work ; there 
was no man there capable of finding fault with my work. There were some so bad that 
they were not worth scaffold-room ; they did not know the bed or face of the stones. I 
never heard them say the same of me, only that I was of the best and closest workmen 
there. All this knowledge came by nature. My father was a mason, and showed me. I 
had always a taste for building ; drawing came to me by nature, and I am a little impatient 
by nature. Since l was able, I worked for Mr. Hill, of Cork, 12 months; at Mr. Sweet’s 
the same time, at his house ; his was a large gentleman’s house. I worked at a thousand 
places besides, but 1 do not recollect where. I worked at Kilmichael, where I erected a 
national school on my own contract, under a Government surveyor, about 12 months ago. 
The defects in the building mentioned by me may still be seen ; I have not seen the defects 
since I left the building. I left a month before Christmas ; the work was broken up ; I 
worked there three days and a quarter since last week, and half a day this week. I applied 
to the contractor a week before 1 was put on. I had a dispute with the foreman about 
wages. The contractor had agreed to give me 18s. a week, and the foreman would not pay 
it to me on the renewal of the work, and said that Mr. Belcher’s orders were, that l should 
get no more than another man, that is, 15s. a week. I took 4s. 4 d. on accouni, and the 
dispute still remains open. I had the highest wages of any body but the foreman. 1 was 
never desired to remedy the defects in the building ; and if a committee of Guardians were 
to go with me, I could still show them, unless they have been amended. I was not in Kan- 
turk in February, when the architect inspected the building. 

Hannigan. — When I came there was a turn-out for wages, and I worked for eight or nine 
days, having been sent from Cork. The clerk was absent some of the time of the founda- 
tions, and present at more that were made overlapping. He was on the ground ; and when 
he was coming towards us, we were ordered to drop that and do something else on the high 
ground. 1 cannot say whether he observed what we had been doing or not ; the founda- 
tions were not wide enough for the superstructure ; I was not at the laying of the foundations, 
which were too narrow ; the overlapping was some out and move in. 

Thernj. — I was mistaken in saying that the foundations were laid down in the plan nar- 
rower than the walls ; there is no direction as to foundations in the plan that I know of ; those 
that I laid were by direction of the foreman mason and foreman carpenter. 

Ryan. — I had no hand in cutting the trenches for the foundations, but I had a hand in 
cutting the surface to bring out the wall under directions of foreman ; those were from two 
to three feet from the ground ; John Callaghan was with me and James Lines. 

Hannigan. — I saw labourers pushing stones into the foundations carelessly, and mortar 
put on. Mr. Mitchell was absent at this time ; I did not see him for eight or nine days at 
a time; I cannot tell the greatest projection of the wall over the foundation. I never gave 
information of this bad work until to-day ; I objected signing the paper ; the foreman mason 
asked me. 

Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. — l did not tell the clerk of the works of these defects ; 
I did not think myself called upon to tell any thing, nor should I if l had not been offended. 
No Guardian told me to come here. 

Mr. Mitchell. — 1 do not believe that Mr. M. was aware of the defects; I think he should 
have seen them. 1 have said the foundations were too narrow, but I do not know the breadth 
of them. 



Court. 
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I. 

Court . — The walls overlapped outside and underlapped inside, so as to preserve the Workhouse 
dimensions of the rooms. The overlapping is the whole length of tiie room. The defect in (Complaint 
the wall was the same to the contractor. I saw masons packing down the stones, and they TT. . 

superintended the trenching. Kumuik Uni 

Sworn : William Riordan . — About 60 ; lives near Kanturk, and a mason ; never em- 
ployed at workhouse, but chanced to go in one day, and saw the stones overscalino- the 
foundation. I could not say how much it appeared, three inches or so. I said to a man 
next to me, “ Is this the way you are going to build ?” Loose earth lay on the bank. I 
came in consequence of a conversation with a Guardian ; never saw the house since ; cannot 
pint out the spot now. It might be good work after, notwithstanding the defects I saw. 

Hannigan . — I think an offset of three inches better than overlap. 1 have had no differ- 
ence with the contractors or others. The defect was level with the surface ; the loose sur- 
face was turned in, I suppose, to hide it. 

Mr. Henigan closes the case as to the masonry, and proceeds to the defects in the car- 
pnter’s work. 

Henry Keating, of Kanturk, carpenter.— Has worked at the workhouse since last July, at all 
parts. I think some of the work defective; for instance, window-frames in chapel made of 



applied, and was ordered off the ground. The watchman ordered me off whilst I was 
speaking to the view. I was surprised at such usage, and said, “ I will see further about 
it and I went to the clerk of the Union and complained, and said 1 would see as far forth 
about it as I could see, and wished to retain him professionally. He advised me to attend 
to-day. I had had no dispute with any one. I had often been treated badly before, but though 
I knew of the above defects, I never mentioned before. I mentioned them first to the clerk. 
I told the foreman that I would have Mr. Belcher, the contractor, on the Green Cloth the 
moment I came to town. This table is meant by the Green Cloth ; and so I am here, ready 
to prove what 1 have said. I was angry, but that did not induce me to come here to-day, 
but thought it my duty, in consequence of the treatment I had received. 

Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. — There was a quarrel sometime ago, and informations 
lodged against me, with others, for combination ; the case was not heard, as the man who 
swore against us forgave us. 

Purloins Spliced. 

Clerk of Works. — No part of the chapel roof, but in the wings this occurs ; but the board 
was cut in ; the span was too long for one piece of timber. I told Mr. O’Callaghan, the 
clerk, and told him that I was going to put in a claim against bad work done at the poor ; 
he listened to me and told me of this meeting ; I told him I was determined to proceed 
respecting what passed, and what I stated before. 

Sworn : David Curtan. — Am a sawyer, at Kanturk ; was for a while employed at the 
house for three or four months, namely, from September to just before Christmas; has not 
applied for employment since ; I know no defects in the house ; I minded my own business ; 
nor any in the timber, which was my business ; I cut Memel for laths, and no yellow pine 
to my knowledge ; I am quite sure I never saw timber without knots ; I never cut any bad 
timber there ; 1 never told Keating that I did. 

Denis Drew, Kanturk, labourer.— Was attending the masons at the workhouse about six 
weeks ; I drew stones and mortar for laying the foundations ; some were laid in mortar and 
some not ; when they rose to the surface, the wall came over it, and they covered it in with 
the earth ; I assisted ; they tried it with a line, and finding it uneven, they cut a channel 
and built in it with flags up to the wall ; in another place, while Mr. Mitchell was at dinner 
we threw in small stones and put mortar on the top ; we used mortar too that was con- 
demned by the clerk of the works ; I did not hear the clerk condemn the mortar, but 
Mr. O’Shea said so ; there was 60 loads ; it was not all used. 

Hannigan. — On this occasion, Mr. Mitchell did not return until after breakfast next 
day ; he did not often come till after breakfast ; he might be in the office ; this was the 
furthest off mortar entirely ; I do not know that condemned articles are always instantly 
removed. 

Mr. Henigan here stated that his case was closed. 

Mr. Mitchell, the clerk of the works, then called. 

Edward Henrick Hear dan, sworn. — I am a Guardian of this Union, and have been at 
the workhouse, but not often ; I sent lime there ; same I was told was rejected by you ; no 
part was used, though I offered to give it ; it was not worth bringing back ; it was ordered 
off the ground ; this often occurred. 

Michael Armstrong. — Am a mason, working at the workhouse since June last; never 
heard till this day that there were defects at the house until Mr. Henigan and others were 
there six or eight weeks ago, and on this day’s proceeding; I know tKe places mentioned 
by Dennehy ; I know of no defects in the building in those places, or that any ever existed ; 
there were some foundations laid before I came, but I cannot say any thing of them ; but of 
what has been done since I came in June last, I can say there is not the slightest defect; 
I have not examined the spot ; the foundations were not covered up, and what I have seen 
of them is perfectly correct ; it would be bad work if it overlapped much, but a few inches 
would be nothing, but I never saw any at all. I have worked at Newcastle Workhouse; the 
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work here is quite as good as there ; I never knew Mr. Mitchell absent but at his meals, 
and he was as strict as any man I ever worked under, and I was frequently cautioned to 
have good work done ; quality was more with him than quantity ; I think I am older ; have 
seen more work, and am as good a workman as Dennehy ; was not with Mr. Wilkinson in 
his recent inspection. 1 . T 

Hannisan. — The foundations were not so well laid at Newcastle as here ; 1 saw no over- 
scalino- ; there was an offset of three or four inches, which would be better than a projection ; 

I have 15s. a week ; Dennehy was allowed 18s.; he was sent specially from Cork ; there 

might be defects without my seeing or hearing of them. ■ ., 

Thadcus Callaghan, sworn.— Am a mason, 23 or 24 years ; has worked at workhouse 
since October; I was present when the foundation at the back of the infirmary was laid, 
and saw no overscaling, though the wall was laying down while I was there ; the founda- 
tions were solid and good, and not a second stone laid dry ; Mr. Mitchell continually tried 
to send up lengthy stones and to do the work well ; and he was only absent at meals ; this 
is the only foundation I saw laid, and I say that Dennehy’s representations with regard to 
it are not correct; I worked under Mr. Griffith, the boundary surveyor, Mr. Leahy, the 
county engineer, and others, for some time, and have had experience ; upon that experience, 

1 say that 1 neither see nor know of any defects in the building of the workhouse ; I heard 
Dennehy say that he was eight years in business; he told me long; ago that it was but seven ; 
and he said, that by becoming a proper informer here to-day, he hoped to be able to replace 
Mr. Mitchell ; he said this on Sunday night, at his own lodgings ; Mr. Murphy and his wife 
were present ; when I first knew him, he told me his wages were 24s. ; he then said 18s., 
and told me that Mr. Belcher did not know him when he undertook to give him 18 s., but 
met him accidentally and sent him off by the car. 

Hannigan. — I had 15s., and he, Dennehy, 18s.; he was less than 12 months at the 
house ; Mr. Belcher does not know half the men that work for him ; his foreman is a good 
judge of work; there was a turn out for 18s.; the foundations were laid when I com- 
menced, but I visited every part of the works frequently ; the overscahng is worked out in 
a course or two. T , jL 

Cornelius Keating, sworn.— Am a mason; worked at the workhouse from July to a month 
before Christmas ; we all left off then ; I assisted in laying the foundations ; I did not, at 
the time, see the plans or specifications ; I laid them by direction of the foreman ; they 
were from 2 feet 6 inches to 3 feet 6 inches ; they were composed of good building stones, 
some four feet long, and were laid in mortar from the first stone to the last ; 1 speak not 
only of what I did myself, but of what I saw others do ; I saw the next walls too, and 
assisted in building them ; there was no overscaling any where that I worked ; on the con- 
trary, there was an offset ; this I can show ; I was working near Dennehy nearly all the 
time ; 1 had occasionally to go to other parts for plumb level, &c., and saw no defe.cts, and 
if there had been, I know Mr. Mitchell would have had them taken down. 

Michael 0 ’ Brien.— Is a mason, employed at the workhouse since seven'days after the work 
be°an ; witnessed the laying of the foundations ; I was authorized by the foreman to take 
the levels and to get through the foundations for offsets ; I was authorized to take mea- 
sures for laying down the second course of masonry ; I took the level throughout; we were 

4 feet below the surface; I levelled at 16 inches throughout, and then laid out an offset 

5 inches broad ; we then ran out the 16 inch course to the full extent ; I told the foreman 
when this course was ran out ; he put another course of 19 or 20 inches, and left an offset 
inside of 3 or 4 inches ; the width of the wall at this time was from 2 feet 7 inches to 2 feet 
9 inches ; we then got on to the surface level ; at this time Dennehy and I took a level, 
which was above the surface in some and under in other places, the ground being undulated ; 
we strained a line, which was not within 18 inches of the next wall at one end, but under the 
grass at the other ; we found that some of the wall projected, and more of it was within 
4 inches of the bank, but still it was upright from the level of the two offsets ; I took 
measures to remedy this, which Mr. Mitchell discovered, and ordered them down ; I have 
worked upon public buildings in England and Ireland, and never worked under such an 
inspection as his ; 1 never saw, in my experience, better foundations ; we generally lay them 
here, quite dry, that is, without mortar, but I never saw a dry stone at the workhouse except 
the first ; I never saw any overscaling ; there could have been'no such in the infirmary walls 
without my seeing it ; I saw Mr. M. looking to this particularly; I never laid such good 
foundations, though I heard a rumour that they meant to prove them bad. 

Mr. Leahy. — I went to fish with John Brien, and met you; Brien made a complaint, but 
I did not know what he said ; I saw Mr. Wilkinson, at your request; I never proposed to 
complain of the building ; 1 was afraid of beiug made a witness ; the foundations are not 
overscaled that I know of. 

Michael Cronan Swan, farmer. — Supplied sand for the building the workhouse ; some was 
rejected, and I was ordered by the clerk of the works to take it off the ground immediately ; 
I wished to leave it to be used for other purposes, but this was declined, and I was ordered 
to take it away, and I did so immediately ; l brought sand from the same pit before ; there 
were two sorts in the same pit, some good, some worse ; the sand runs in veins ; some from 
the same place had been before received ; I never sent much sand before. 

Thomas Buckley, sworn. — Am a farmer, and deal in sand ; sent some to the workhouse ; 
part was received and part rejected ; I carried the latter away immediately ; I would not 
be allowed to let it remain within the walls; the rejected sand was worse than that which 
was accepted ; that which was accepted was in all respects better. 

Thomas Connors, sworn. — Is a carpenter ; was working at the workhouse till Christmas 
and since ; put up the chief part of the window-frames of the entire building ; have been in 
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the trade 10 years ; in my opinion the timber used was as good as ever I saw used ; I did Workhouses 

not see any of it that was sappy or shaking ; 1 assisted in making the roof of the whole ; (Complaints). 

the timber of the purloins was spliced ; it was necessary to make the full length ; it would 

be as good and as strong as if it was one piece ; I know all the carpenter’s work in the Kanturk Union, 
building, and undertake to say, that neither in material or workmanship is any part defective ; 
the joining of the purloins was on the back of the principal, and not between the bearings; 
this is the usual and the strongest place to make the join ; some of the timber was rejected 
because not of the best quality ; no yellow pine whatever was used ; there is no other joint 
to my knowledge ; I made none of the frames that are complained of, or any that are defec- 
tive ; they were not primed first. 

Michael Navghton, sworn. — Is a carpenter, employed at the works ; saw the frames of the 
chapel windows making; saw the best of materials put into them ; can positively swear that 
there was no sappy nor shaking timber in them ; I was on the roofing of the building and 
know all the timber that was used ; it was sound ana good ; the purloins were joined on 
the back of the principals ; it is the usual way, and is as strong as one piece ; the length is 
too much for one or even two pieces ; this is done in all the best buildings in Ireland ; the 
joints were not made between the bearings ; have been nine years a carpenter, and know 
many other buildings where this is adopted ; I do not know of any yellow pine being used 
in any part of the building ; it was not used for the slater’s laths ; some timber has been 
rejected, but not yellow pine ; Mr. Mitchell watched us severely, and came to our benches 
eight or ten times a day ; there was no yellow pine on the premises that I know of ; he told 
us not to work sappy or bad timber ; the laths were made of red pine ; yellow is not bad in 
itself, but the timber put in was far superior ; I know what is meant by packing ; none was 
used in this building ; I do not know the particular window alluded to by Keating, but I 
know there is no sappy timber used in the whole building. 

Abraham Coheley, sworn. — Is a sawyer; sawed timber for the workhouse ; it was all red 
deal ; I sawed no yellow deal ; the red was the best I ever saw ; none that 1 saw was 
either sappy or shaking ; I sawed the slater’s laths ; they were all of red pine ; I never 
saw any yellow ; does not recollect a piece of timber breaking by a fall from a lear ; I 
should have known it if there had been any yellow pine on the premises. 

Maurice Fitzgerald, sworn. — Am a mason, working at the building; was there when the 
works were inspected by several persons ; by Mr. Mitchell’s orders I made alterations ; 
the foundations were made up three or four feet, and openings were made in different 
parts of the wall, and I never saw any bad work in those that I opened ; the neat wall was 
about three feet high at this time ; I never saw any bad work in the foundations that I 
opened ; they were opened for the purpose of setting frames ; I saw other parts of the 
wall which were equally good ; I saw no overscaling in any part of the wall ; the openings 
had to do with the foundations and went below them ; if any one swore that there was an 
overscaling, I could not say he swore falsely ; I only say I was at work on the foundations 
and saw none. 

William Dawson, sworn. — I am foreman carpenter at the works ; has heard the evidence 
that the chapel window- frames and the purloins were defective; on my oath that evidence is 
not correct ; the frames are sound and not sappy, and the purloins are properly constructed ; 
it is usual for the purloins to be beaded as they were done here ; I gave strict injunctions to 
reject any timber that was not sound; red and Memel pine was used throughout and no 
other; there was no yellow pine on the premises; the slater’s laths were made of red pine; 

I never knew Dennehy have the plans ; he might be at the office without my knowledge ; 

I had recourse to the plans, and so had the foreman mason occasionally. 

Hannigan. — Mr. Mitchell was absent at one period when the foundations were laid ; they 
had been cut, and the foreman mason directed their laying, not from the plans but from 
the cuttings. Mr. M. was absent about four days ; the masons at that time had turned out; 
it might be more or less ; I think I am about the time ; some of the masons were at work 
notwithstanding the turn out, and Mr. M . was then absent. 

Mr. Henigan wished to call two further witnesses* to rebut the evidence of the last class of * Daniel Dnggin 
witnesses, to which I objected as irregular. — W. J. V. and Geo. Smith. 

Mr. Belcher suggests the presence of a professional architect on the inspection of the 
works. 

The Assistant Commissioner, the Guardians, the witnesses and the contractor and clerk 
of the works then proceeded to the site of the workhouse, where four hours were spent in 
uncovering and examining the foundations at the places pointed out by the witnesses and 
in inspecting the roof and the timber generally, by knocking out and examining the several 
portions mentioned in the evidence, when it appeared that the sole ground for the whole 
charge was the fact, that in laying the foundations of the entrance building, the trench for 
one of the foundations had been originally cut in a direction which did not leave the required 
dimensions for the room ; that this was early discovered and rectified, but a portion of the 
original foundations, which was too deep, had been purposely allowed to remain, because the 
earth had been loosened, but that the new and permanent foundation, which, of course, rated 
only in part on this, had been constructed of the depth and solidity required by the specifi- 
cation. The charge made was, “ that the neat wall overlapped the foundation,” and this 
was attempted to be explained that it did overlap the original foundation; but it appeared, 
on inspection, that the original foundation had nothing to do with the present superstruc- 
ture, which had the required foundations independently. After much discussion the annexed 
resolutions were adopted, the original instigator of the inquiry only objecting to the expres- 
sion of an opinion which falsified his statements. 

6l6. 3 E 2 The 
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Workhouses 

(Complaints). 

Kanturk Union. 



The tongue of rumour, which in this case had been so mischievously exercised, is now set 
at rest, but at the expense of paying nearly 50 witnesses, who were either summoned or 
examined during the two days’ inquiry, and who will expect and require payment, under the 
I4th section, and whose names and charges I have directed the clerk of the works to for- 
ward to me. 

W.J. Voules, 

Cork, 26th March 1841. Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 



Enclosure, No. 2, with foregoing. 



Sir, Kanturk, 17th March 1841. 

We, the undernamed masons, working at the Kanturk Union Workhouse, having heard 
that liberty was taken with our names, and, as we understand, forwarded to the clerk of the 
Union by a Guardian of the name of Henigan, for the purpose of being examined on oath 
on some alleged defects in the building, we think it our duty, in justice to you and all con- 
cerned, to state that we never made any representation of the works, or yet had it in our 
power, but, on the contrary, we can certify the works are as perfectly done as any works we 
ever saw or were employed at, and are ready to prove the above on oath, if required, at any 
investigation. 



Patt. Toomey. 
Daniel Keating. 
William Brady. 
William O’Brien. 
Michael O’Brien. 
Eugene O’Brien. 
Edmond Fitzgerald. 
Denis Shea. 

James Fitzgerald. 
Henry Milward. 
Jeremiah Callaghan. 
Thomas Freeman. 



John Gorman. 
Eugene Linihan. 
Timothy Linihan. 
John O’Brien. 

John Casey. 

Michael O’Brien. 
Daniel O’Brien. 
John Callaghan. 
Michael Armstrong. 
Tade Callaghan. 
John O’Brien. 
Garrett O’Brien. 



To Mr. J. B. Mitchell, Clerk of Works, 
Kanturk Union Workhouse. 



John Fitzgerald. 
Timothy Keating. 
Robert Fitzgerald. 
Maurice Fitzgerald. 
John Wilkinson. 
William Fitzgerald. 
John Towel. 

James Lyons. 

John Carroll. 
William Callaghan. 
Robert Brien. 
Cornelius Keating. 



Letter from Mr. Henigan to the Commissioners. 

(No. 2564 D. 41.) Sronepookeen, Drumcolloher, 

Sir, 31st March 1841. 

You are of course aware that an inquiry touching the defects of the Kanturk Workhouse 
has lately taken place, and as it is probable the architect of the Commissioners will be sent 
down again to re-inspect this famous building, I now beg, through you, sir, to inform the 
Commissioners that, from the inefficient manner in which their architect conducted the late 
inspection of the workhouse, I much dread he will not, on the forthcoming occasion, make 
that close and searching inspection which, in my humble opinion, is due to the people of 
this Union, who, 1 suppose, contribute to remunerate him for his services, and, above all, to 
the Commissioners, in whose immediate employment he stands, and who alone are respon- 
sible for his acts, and for all the consequences arising therefrom. 

In one part of the building, the master’s house, we discovered on the outside of the rear 
wall that, after about two courses (for water prevented our ascertaining exactly the whole 
depth to the bottom) of mason-work were laid in the foundation, an “ over-sailing,” to 
the extent of 16 inches and a half, takes place ; a course of about a foot and a half of mason 
work is then laid upon this over-sailing, and then comes the neat wall, which also over-sails 
the first laid courses of the foundation by six inches and a half! 

Allow me to ask you, sir, is this a kind of foundation that any gentleman, if building a 
residence for himself, would suffer it to rest upon ? 

When we are trustees we should act as we would for ourselves. This is not all ; you 
have it in evidence that some of the foundations were filled up by stones carelessly thrown 
in by labourers, and, if I am not greatly misinformed, and I fear I am not, almost the whole 
of the foundations are more or less defective. 

This is a sad and alarming state of things to contemplate. You have, on one side, to 
protect the rate-payers, the greater number of whom are already overburthened with rack- 
rents, and to whom it would be ruinous if this immense pile of buildings should tumble down 
after being out of the hands of the contractor. 

On the other side, you have an individual whose instant ruin you would effect if you com- 
pelled him to take down all that he has built, in order to lay the foundations properly. This 
latter course would be the proper one, and should you adopt it the contractor could blame 
nobody but himself; and I must add, for there is no use in blinking the matter, from what 
has appeared in evidence, and from what we have had ocular demonstration of, he and others 
too richly deserve to be punished. 

However, I cannot bring myself to recommend this latter course, if any alternative con- 
sistent with the permanent safety of the works could be had recourse to. If I thought it 
would not be presuming too much to hazard an opinion as to the most proper course to be 
adopted, consistent with the safety of all parties, I would recommend that the whole of the 

foundations 
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foundations be laid bare, and where defects appear, such as discovered, as well as such as 
you have had in evidence, that substantial buttresses of stone and mortar be built up to 
support the oversailings, with a batten of an inch to every foot, by means of which the 
permanent safety of the works may be secured at, comparatively speaking, a trifling 
expense. 

If the Commissioners should have any doubt that the works are not so bad, and even 
worse than I represent, for I pass over minor defects, let an architect (upon whom the Com- 
missioners may rely, and will not be influenced by a feeling of compassion or any false 
feeling of delicacy towards a brother architect) be sent down on the next Board-day, Tues- 
day, the 6th April, and, if I am not greatly misinformed, I will be prepared to point out 
where defects may be found in many parts of the foundation of the loftiest buildings, similar 
to those already discovered in the master’s house. 

If the Commissioners should send down their architect, and that he, through motives of 
compassion (for 1 believe, nay, I am confident, no other motive would influence him in 
the discharge of his duty), should unfortunately persevere in making a favourable report, 
and thereby mislead the Commissioners, humble as I am, I shall not allow him to do so 
with impunity. I certainly will not let the matter rest until the people of this Union are 
secure from the danger of being obliged to expend 6,000/. or 8,000/. more in rebuilding a 
workhouse. 

I have, &c. 

To W. Stanley, esq. (signed) John Henigan. 



Commissioners’ Reply. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 26th April 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 31st ultimo, 
calling attention to the state of the Kanturk Union Workhouse, now being erected, and 
they desire to state that they have caused an inquiry to be made by their Assistant Com- 
missioner in charge of the Union, and have directed the architect to make a close inspec- 
tion of the works. They will take care that the house shall be satisfactorily completed. 

By order of the Board, 

To John Henigan, esq. W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 

Sronepookeen, Drumcolloher. 
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Minute of Guardians, 5th May 1841. 

(No. 4287 D. 41.) 

Resolved, That in consequence of no communication having been made to the Commis- 
sioners as to the result of the late inspection of the workhouse, this Board regrets that, for 
the purpose of coming to a safe conclusion, the inspector did not call upon any or either 
of the Guardians to point out the parts of the building represented to them to be defective. 
Note. — Referred to the architect. 



Minute of Guardians, 2d June 1841. 

(No. 5272 D. 41.) 

Resolved, That this Board feel much disappointed that the Commissioners have not 
replied to the resolution of the last Board-day, expressive of its regret that the special 
inspector from the architect’s office did not call on any of the Guardians to point out the 
alleged defects in the workhouse. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir >. 22d July 1841. 

Referring to the minutes of proceedings of the Board of Guardians of the Kanturk 
Union, on the 5th of May last, containing a resolution expressing the Board’s regret that 
the person who inspected the workhouse did not call upon any of the Guardians to point 
out the defects which had been complained of in the works, the Poor Law Commissioners 
desire to state, that they are informed by their architect that he attended a meeting of the 
Board of Guardians for the express purpose of remedying the defects stated to exist, and 
that, having adjourned to the building, the alleged defects could not be pointed out, nor 
was there any thing of consequence elicited from the workmen who had been examined 
on oath. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, C. Walmisley, First Clerk. 

Kanturk Union. 
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Minute of Guardians, 24th July 1841. 

(No. 6970 D. 41.) 

After agreeing to sign the deed for the 3,000/., the Board came to the following 
resolution : — 

Resolved, That we are determined to give no more money for the purpose of building 
the Kanturk Workhouse until the Commissioners favour us with a report of the state of 
the building, as many of the Board are doubtful about the goodness and stability of its 
foundation. 

Note , — Referred to the architect, 6th August 1841. 



Communication from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners. 

(No. 11823 D. 41.) 

Sirs, Kanturk, 28th December 1841. 

I duly received your communication of the 17th instant, enclosing the deed of security 
for a third advance of 1,200/. on the loan for providing the Union Workhouse. 

As the next ordinary meeting of the Guardians does not take place until the 14th January 
next, I convened an extraordinary meeting, which consisted of the following Guardians : 
namely, George Gillkrest, Robert M'Carlhie, James Finn and Patrick Galvin, to whom I sub- 
mitted your instructions; and these gentlemen declined to execute the deed until it was first 
brought before the ordinary meeting, for this reason, amongst others, that it would be 
inconsistent with the resolution of the Guardians, entered into on the 24th July last, when 
the deed to raise 3,000 1. was executed, the Commissioners not having since reported upon 
the state of the foundation of the workhouse. I send a copy of the resolution at foot. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 2". O' Callaghan, Clerk. 



Commissioners’ Reply. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 12th January 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration your communication of the 
28th ultimo, relative to the execution by the Board of Guardians of the Kanturk Union of 
the deed of charge for the remainder of the loan for the workhouse ; and with reference to 
the resolution of the Guardians, of the 24th July last, relative to the state of the works, 
respecting which a full investigation was made by Mr. Voules, the Assistant Commissioner, 
in the presence of the Guardians, the Commissioners transmit a copy of a report from 
their architect on the subject ; and as there are no grounds for further delaying the execution 
of the deed of charge, the Commissioners trust it will be completed at the next meeting of 
the Guardians. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Kanturk Union. 



Enclosure in foregoing. 

Architect’s Office, Poor Law Commission Office, 
Gentlemen, 11th January 1842. 

I beg to offer the following observations on the resolution of the Board of Guardians 
of the Kanturk Union, as contained in their clerk’s letter of the 28th ultimo. 

On the 18th February 1841, I attended a meeting of Guardians in consequence of an 
alleged defect in the foundations of the walls of the building then being carried up, 
and with the Guardians adjourned to the building, for the purpose of examining the 
works, and ascertaining the grounds of complaint; but nothing being proved that was 
unsatisfactory in the security of the foundations, and statements being still made that 
persons could be brought forward to prove the existence of defects in the foundations, 
it was determined by the Assistant Commissioner, Mr. Voules, who was present, to investi- 
gate the matter fully by examination of witnesses. 

On the 23d and 24th of March, Mr. Voules examined nearly fifty witnesses, which he 
thought necessary to do for ascertaining fully if any cause existed for the complaints 
that had been made ; and the result of the inquiry terminated without proving that the 
construction was in any way unfavourable to the security or durability of the works ; 
since that period, the building has been several times surveyed, and so lately as the 28th 
ultimo ; and nothing has been reported unfavourable to the stability of the walls, which 
have now for some time been carried up, and the building is roofed in and free from 
any defects that insecure foundations would occasion : and, exposed as they have been in 
their green state, I have no reason to believe that they will now discover any failure ; 
particularly as no grounds ever existed for the complaint that was raised, as was proved 
by evidence, except that some portions of the trenches of a part of the building had been 
cut in error, which was remedied after some of the walling had been commenced; the walling 
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was allowed to remain somewhat in excess rather than remove it, it being a matter of com- 
mon occurrence, and in no way affecting the security of the work. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. Geo. Wilkinson. 



Minute of Guardians, 14th January 1842. 

(No. 695 D. 42.) 

The clerk then read a letter from the Commissioners of the 17th December last, and his 
answer thereto, stating why the deed to raise the last instalment of 1,200/. for the 
building of the workhouse was not executed by the extraordinary meeting of the Guardians; 
also the reply of the Commissioners, of the 12th January 1842, and the observations 
therewith from Mr. Wilkinson, of the 11th instant, after which the following resolution was 
proposed by Mr. John Henigan, and carried. 

Resolved, That the deed of security for the last instalment of 1,200/., for building the 
workhouse, ought not to be executed until the works are again inspected by an architect in 
presence of a committee of this Board, (the last inspection of the workhouse, on the 15th 
day of June 1841, not having taken place in presence of any of the Board,) and that this 
Board is also of opinion that this deed ought not to be executed until the workhouse is 
first given up by the contractor, fully completed. 

Note . — Referred to the Assistant Commissioner for his attendance at a meeting of the 
Guardians. 



Minutes of Guardians, 27th January 1842. 

(No. 1490 D. 42.) 

Mr. Assistant Commissioner Voules rose, and stated to the Board the consequences likely 
to ensue from the delay occasioned in the execution of the deed of charge for 1,200/.; the 
Commissioner referred to the 35th and 89th sections of the Poor Law Act, to show that 
the Poor Law Commissioners were the persons whose duty it was to see that the 
workhouse was properly built, and the great advantage to the Union in borrowing the 
money from the “ Exchequer Bill Loan Commissioners.” He said, that of course he would 
be most happy to satisfy the Board that the workhouse was built in a proper manner, 
but he would not make it a condition precedent to the execution of the deed ; after some 
further discussion on the subject, the Board agreed to execute the deed and certificate, which 
was accordingly done. 

The Assistant Commissioner mentioned to the Board that he expected the architect 
down from Dublin to inspect several workhouses about the 5th February, and that he would 
give the clerk sufficient notice, in order that a Board may be summoned to be present at the 
inspection. 
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Minutes of Guardians, 22d February 1842. 

(No. 2551 D. 42.) 

Mr. Wilkinson, the architect, attended the Board, and, after stating that Mr. Voules 
had been prevented by illness from accompanying him, proceeded to give his opinion upon 
the state of the workhouse, and the alleged defects in its foundation. Mr. Wilkinson 
alluded to his having attended a meeting of the Board on the 18th February 1841, when 
he examined the works with some of the Guardians ; to the inquiry and examination of 50 
witnesses before Mr. Voules on the 23d and 24th March 1841, which had terminated with- 
out proving that the construction was in any way unfavourable to the security or durability 
of the works ; to the inspection of the workhouse on the 28th December 1841 ; and after 
these several inspections and reports, he was satisfied that the works had been executed in 
a proper manner. 

The architect’s report of the 11th January 1842 was now handed in and read; upon 
which Mr. Gillkrest declared, that if he had been present on the Board-day when this 
report was first received, he would have moved a resolution to the effect, that the Board 
were perfectly satisfied with it, and that the Union should not be put to the expense of 
another inspection. 

Mr. Henigan put several questions to the architect with respect to the construction of the 
foundation of the building ; and M r. Wilkinson gave it as his decided opinion, that the 
works were executed in a solid and substantial manner. A long desultory conversation 
ensued, which was closed by Mr. Robert M'Cartie, seconded by Mr. J. M. Wrixon, pro- 
posing, “That as Mr. Wilkinson was now on the spot, the Board should have the works 
again inspected by him.” After this resolution was carried, Mr. Henigan proposed, “That 
a sufficient number of men be employed to open the foundations where the defects were 
said to exist, that the architect may examine them.” As the Board would not agree to 
Mr. Henigan’s proposition, he declined to accompany the architect and several of the 
Guardians to the building to witness the inspection. On the Board reassembling in about 
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an hour, the Guardians who were present at the inspection declared themselves much 
pleased with the general appearance of the building ; and Mr. Wilkinson again repeated 
his opinion as to the stability of the works, and that he could not discover any thing to 
affect the building. 



LOWTHERSTOWN UNION. 



Minute of Guardians, 2d June 1841. 

(No. 5035 D. 41.) ^ 

Present : — C. G. Otway, esq., Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 

Resolved, That the Board of Guardians have reason to be dissatisfied in not having the 

E lans of the workhouse submitted to their inspection, or any expenses previous to their 
eing entered into regarding the building of the workhouse, not having been consulted in 
any manner as to the site or the expense thereof. 



The following are communications addressed to the Board of Guardians prior to the 
above : — 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No. 375 D. 41.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 3d February 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners having accepted the proposal of Messrs. M'Elroy Se Hardy, 
of Fintona, to erect Lowtherstown Union Workhouse for the sum of 4,950 the works to 
be completed in 15 months, I am directed to forward to you the accompanying contract 
and bond for due performance of their tender ; and I am to request that you will communi- 
cate with them on the subject, and witness the execution of the deeds by themselves and 
sureties at your earliest convenience, and return the contract and bond, when signed, to 
this office. 

I have, &c. 

To the Clerk of the Guardians of W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 

Lowtherstown Union. 



Letter from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners. 

(No. 977 D. 41.) 

gj r Lowtherstown, 19th February 1841. 

I beg* leave herewith to enclose the contract and bond of Messrs. M'Elroy & Hardy for 
erecting the workhouse of this Union, signed, See. by them and one of their securities, 
Mr. James Buchanan; the other (Mr. Vcsey) is at present in Dublin, but will call at your 
office and perfect them there, instead of Mr. Walker. 

I have, &c. 

William Stanley, esq. John Irvine, Clerk of the Union. 

&c. See. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No. 2922 D. 41.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Si r> 16th April 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners desire to state, for the information of the Board of 
Guardians of the Lowtherstown Union, that Mr. Samuel Moore has been appointed clerk 
of works, to superintend the erection of the Union Workhouse, at a salary of 2 1 . 2s. per 
week, to commence from the period when his duties shall begin. 

By order of the Board, 

The Clerk of the Guardians of the W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 

Lowtherstown Union. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians; with Enclosures. 

(No. 4408 D. 41.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, . 4th June 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have directed to be forwarded, for the information of the 
Board of Guardians of the Lowtherstown Union, the under-mentioned papers : — 

1 . A statement of the extent of the workhouse site, with terms of purchase. 

2. Copies of the tenders of the contractors for the erection of the workhouse, the latter 
of which has been accepted. 

By order of the Board, 

The °lerk of the Guardians of the Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Lowtherstown Union. 

Communication 
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Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians ; with Enclosure. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 11th June 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have directed to be forwarded, for the information of the 
Board of Guardians, the enclosed copy of the contract entered into with Messrs. M‘ Elroy & 
Hardy for erecting Lowlherstown Union Workhouse. 

By order of the Board, 

The Clerk of the Guardians of the Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Lowtherstown Union. 
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Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No. 5897 D. 41.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 29th June 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the 
Guardians of Lowtherstown Union, at a meeting on the 2d instant, containing a resolution 
relative to the selection of a site for the workhouse for the Union, and the erection of the 
building. 

The Commissioners desire to express their great regret that the Board of Guardians 
should consider that they have reason to be dissatisfied at the plans, &c., not having been 
submitted to them previously to a contract being entered into. The law having rendered 
the Commissioners responsible for the erection of the workhouses, and the expenditure of 
the loans obtained for that purpose, it has not been usually their course to submit the plans 
and estimates of expense to the Boards of Guardians at the outset. They are, however, 
always anxious to afford information to the Boards; and they, therefore, upon your 
request, transmitted to you on the 4th instant, such a statement of particulars respecting 
the site and the building as they hoped would have been satisfactory. 

The Commissioners will only add, that they selected the site after their Assistant Com- 
missioner, in conjunction with their architect, had made full inquiry, and had expressed 
himself satisfied that it was most eligible in respect to its situation, its facility for the erec- 
tion of the workhouse, and the terms upon which it could be purchased. 

It may be useful to the Guardians to know that the working drawings of the building 
are deposited with the clerk of the works, and are accessible to inspection by the Guardians 
whenever they wish it. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk of the Guardians of Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Lowtherstown Union. 



Minutes of Guardians, 30th June 1841. 

(No. 6021 D. 41.) 

The minutes of the preceding meeting being read, the Board proceeded as follows : 

The Poor Law Commissioners’ letter of the 4th June, accompanying a copy of the work- 
house building contract, and the extent of the site, and teims thereof, together with their 
letter of the 29th instant, in answer to a resolution of the Board, passed on the 2d instant, 
as to the site and expense of the Union Workhouse, being read by Mr. Otw ay ; 

The following resolutions were proposed by Folliott Barton, esq., and passed : 

1st. Resolved, That since the poorhouse has been fixed at Lowtherstown, the Guardians 
have been unanimous in their endeavours to carry the intention of the Poor Law Act into 
effect, and with every possible view to economy, consistent with having the business of the 
Union, well done. 

Passed unanimously. 

2d. Resolved, That the general good understanding of all classes within the Union may 
be seen by there having been a contest but for one seat amongst the 18 elected Guardians. 

Passed unanimously. 

3d. Resolved, That from the foregoing there would appear to be less need for the full 
exercise of the stringent powers given by the Act of Parliament to the Commissioners, 
than there would have been in a case where numbers were opposed to property, or v ice verst- 

Passed unanimously. 

4th. Resolved, That we think there has been great negligence on the part of the Com- 
missioners in not having viewed all the sites in the neighbourhood, with a view of causing 
competition amongst the proprietors, if possible. 

There were eleven votes for and three against it. 

5th. Resolved, That the Commissioners did not take the proper steps to get the best 
information in their power before they concluded the bargain for the land, and fixed on the 
site of the poorhouse, the Guardians never having been consulted on the subject. 

There were ten votes for and four against it. 

6th. Resolved, That the price paid for the ground, viz. 697/. 10s. for five acres and 
thirty-five perches, statute measure, is extravagant; and that we cannot conceive any 
proper reason for withholding from the Board the full information contained in the return 
made in consequence of Sir E. Ferguson’s Motion in the House of Commons. 

Passed unanimously. 
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7th. Resolved, That we also consider the Board of Guardians should have been con- 
sulted in the appointment of the clerk of works. 

There were ten votes for the resolution, and four against it. 

The order of the Poor Law Commissioners, dated 22d June 1841, to raise or borrow 
6,600/. to defray the expense of the Union Workhouse, being read by Mr. Otway ; 

Resolved, That in consequence of a difference of nearly 900/. appearing between the 
first tender furnished to the Commissioners by the contractors and that finally agreed on, 
we adjourn the consideration of the loan until the next meeting, and that our clerk be 
directed to apply in the meantime for information relative to such difference, and also for 
copies of all and any other tenders sent in to the Commissioners. 

Passed unanimously. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians, referring to foregoing ; 
with Enclosures. 

(No. 6021 D. 41.) 26th July 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have directed to be forwarded, for the Board’s information, 
the enclosed copy of their architect’s report on the tenders received for erecting the Union 
W'orkhouse, specifying their amounts, and the names of the several builders who sent 
them in, by which it will be seen that the tender finally accepted is lowest by 150 /. 



Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 6882 D. 41.) 

Sir, Lowtherstown, 28th July 1841. 

With reference to a resolution contained in the accompanying minutes, directing me to 
write for the bond of the present contractors, and sureties for erecting the Lowtherstown 
Union Workhouse, I beg leave to state that the bond has been called for by the Board 
of Guardians at this meeting, to show them that proper security has been entered into, 
and by whom, for the completion of the work, as the copy of their contract already 
furnished to the Board does not state the names of the sureties. 

I mentioned to the Board that I had witnessed the perfecting of the bond by the con- 
tractors and M r. James Buchanan, of Fintona, one of their sureties, and that I got instruc- 
tions to return it when signed by them, to be perfected by Mr. Vesey, the other, who 
was then in Dublin ; but they wish to have the bond at their next meeting on the 7th 
August next. 

I am, &c. 

Arthur Moore, esq. Chief Clerk, John Irvine , Clerk to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin. 

Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 28th July 1841 (enclosed in foregoing Letter.) 

A letter from C. G. Otway, esq., Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, dated the 26th July, 
(suggesting the propriety of the Board’s adjourning till the 5th August, important business 
having to be brought before the Board at their next meeting, which it would not be 
advisable to have transacted in the absence of a large number of the Guardians, who, as he 
was informed, would be attending Enniskillen assizes on this day), being read by the 
clerk ; 

It was proposed by Mr. William Graham, and seconded by Mr. John Irwin, That the 
Board do adjourn to Wednesday, the 25th August. 

It was proposed by Mr. William Johnston, and seconded by Mr. Thomas Kennedy, That 
the Board do adjourn to Saturday, the 7th August. 

There were seven votes for the latter and four for the former proposition 

Resolved, That our clerk be directed to write to the Poor Law Commissioners to forward 
to the Board of Guardians, before the 7th August, the bond entered into by the contractors 
and securities for erecting the Union Workhouse. 

Passed unanimously. 



Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians, enclosing copies of the Bonds 
and Warrant of Attorney of the Contractors’ Sureties, Samuel Vesey, esq., and James 
Buchanan, merchant. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 4th August 1841. 

In compliance with the request contained in your communication of the 28th ultimo, the 
Poor Law Commissioners have directed to be forwarded herewith, for the information of the 
Board of Guardians of Lowtherstown Union, copies of the bonds entered into by Mr. Vesey, 
of Donabad House, Fintona, and Mr. J. Buchanan, of Fintona, respectively, for due per- 
formance of Messrs. M'Elroy and Hardy’s contract to erect the Union Workhouse. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk of the Guardians of Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Lowtherstown Union. 

Minutes 
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Union. 

The minutes of the preceding meeting being read, the Board proceeded. 

Letters and communications from the Poor Law Commissioners, in reply to resolutions 
of the Board, and a form of application to be made to the Exchequer Loan Commissioners 
for an advance of 6,6ooZ. to defray the expenses of the Union Workhouse, being read ; 

The consideration of the loan being considered, and several documents relating thereto 
examined ; 

It was proposed by Folliott Barton, esq., and seconded by James Lendrum, esq., — 

Resolved, That a letter be written to the Poor Law Commissioners, giving our reasons for 
refusing to make the application to the Commissioners for the Issue of Exchequer Bills for 
the sum of 6,600/. 

Passed unanimously. 

The following letter was then read by the chairman, and passed unanimously ; viz. 

Gentlemen, 

In answer to yours of the 29th June, I am directed by the Board of Guardians to state 
that they have reason to be dissatisfied not only for the plans, See., not having been sub- 
mitted to them previous to the commencement of the building, but 011 account of the 
enormous unnecessary expense put upon this Union, by the Commissioners not consulting 
the Guardians before they took upon themselves the entire responsibility of making all 
bargains connected with the purchase of the site, or choice thereof. 

The Guardians have no doubt of the law as laid down by the Commissioners, viz. that 
the Commissioners have the power to make all arrangements, &c., as they assert; but the 
Guardians consider they can prove that the Commissioners have not taken due precaution 
to get sufficient information before they closed the bargains ; and considering the Commis- 
sioners answerable to the Government and Parliament, at present intend to withhold their 
sanction for raising the money demanded until we receive what we consider full and ample 
information and satisfaction; for if the Guardians had been consulted, they could have told 
the Commissioners of other sites, equally convenient and eligible, which could have been had 
at a much cheaper price. The Guardians consider themselves, as proprietors of the property 
of the Union and representatives of the rate-payers, both imposed upon by bad bargains, 
and slighted by their advice not having been asked in matters which they, from their 
situation, must have been more capable of judging than the Commissioners. 

They see, by Sir R. Ferguson’s Return, that they have to pay more than any other Union 
in Ireland for land, near a town, that the price otherwise given by no means warrants. 



Minutes of Guardians, 7th August 1841. 

(No. 7240 D.41.) 

Present, C. G. Otway, esq., Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 24th August 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of 
the Board of Guardians of the Lowtherstown Union, on the 7th instant, containing a 
resolution and a letter addressed to the Commissioners relative to the arrangements which 
have been made for providing a workhouse for the Union. 

With reference to the statement as to the plans, &c., not having been submitted to 
the Guardians, the Commissioners desire to state that the plans were lodged with the 
clerk of the Union for 21 days before the contract was entered into, and that the working 
drawings have been lodged with the clerk of the works, and accessible to the Guardians, 
from the commencement of the building; and at a meeting of the Guardians on the 
loth March, the Assistant Commissioner stated the arrangements that were then being 
made for providing a workhouse, and for taking a contract, and that he hoped by the 
next meeting the foundations would be laid ; and the Commissioners are informed, that 
after the information then afforded by the Assistant Commissioner, no inquiries were made 
for further information, which, of course, he would have given had it been desired, and no 
objection was made as to the steps taken by the Commissioners. 

With reference to the statement that unnecessary expense is put upon the Union from 
the Commissioners not consulting the Guardians before taking a site, the Commissioners 
have to observe, that inquiries having been made by the Assistant Commissioner as to the 
most eligible ground for the purpose, and the respective sites offered having been inspected 
by him and by the architect of the Commission, that which has been selected was found 
to be, on the whole, the most advantageous in regard to situation and terms, and best 
adapted for the pufyose. The terms are such as, with reference to the locality and its 
vicinity to the town, and the eligibility of the site, appeared to be reasonable, and the 
Commissioners are not aware of any sufficient ground for the dissatisfaction now expressed 
by the Guardians in reference to it. 
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With respect to the terms of the contract for building the workhouse, the Commis- 
sioners desire to state, that it was entered into upon public advertisement, and the lowest 
tender was accepted, and the amount of it is less than those entered into for workhouses 
of similar size for other Unions. 

In conclusion the Commissioners desire to observe, that all the information usually 
given, and every information sought by inquiry, has been afforded by the Assistant 
Commissioner during the course of the arrangements; and the Assistant Commissioner 
havino- communicated the arrangements to the Guardians at the meeting of the 10th March 
last, The Commissioners trust that the Guardians will not now interpose objections, and 
hinder the progress of the works by withholding their application for the loan. 

Should the Guardians further postpone making that application, considerable incon- 
venience and delay in the completion of the workhouse may be expected to arise, while the 
Union will lose the benefit of the interest which would be accruing upon the Exchequer 
bills after the advance of the loan by Government. On all these grounds, the Commis- 
sioners urge the Guardians to an immediate compliance with the order directing them to 
borrow the amount required for providing the workhouse. 

To the Clerk of the Guardians By order of the Board, 

of Lowtherstown Union. Arthur Moore , Chief Clerk. 



Minute of Guardians, 25th August 1841. 

(No. 7827 D. 41.) 

Present, C. G. Otway, esq., Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 

Resolved, That we beg to refer the Commissioners to the letter from the Board of Guar- 
dians of the 7th August, to which we consider their letter of the 24th does not give any 
satisfactory answer; and that, under these circumstances, we at present decline applying 
for the loan. 

Passed unanimously. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sj r> 2 1 st September 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the Board 
of Guardians of the Lowtherstown Union, at their meeting on the 25th ultimo, containing 
a resolution that the Guardians do not consider the Commissioners’ letter of the 24th ultimo 
a satisfactory answer to their communication of the 7th ultimo. 

The Commissioners regret that this should be the opinion of the Board of Guardians, to 
whom the Commissioners are anxious, and have endeavoured, to afford every satisfaction in 
their power ; and if their attention had been directed to the particular points in the letter of 
the 24th ultimo which are not deemed satisfactory, the Commissioners would have en- 
deavoured to render them so. In the meantime, the Commissioners again urge upon the 
Board of Guardians the propriety of their taking at once the steps necessary to obtain the 
money for providing a workhouse in the Union, in conformity with the provisions of the 
Irish Poor Relief Act and the Commissioners’ order. 

The Commissioners desire, at the same time, to observe, that, should the Guardians con- 
tinue to refuse to borrow the money, the law will be impeded through their default, and 
considerable inconvenience and expense be thereby entailed upon the Union, a result which 
the Commissioners believe the Guardians would be desirous of avoiding. 

To the Clerk of the Guardians of the By order of the Board, 

Lowtherstown Union. Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 



Minutes of Guardians, 2ad September 1841. 

(No. 8722 D. 41.) 

Present, C. G. Otway, esq.. Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 

The minutes of the preceding meeting being read, the Board proceeded as follows ; viz. 
The Poor Law Commissioners’ letter of the 20th September, in answer to the Board s 
resolution of the 25th August, being read ; . 

Mr. Otway appealed to the Board to make immediate application for the loan, in obe- 
dience to the law, and in conformity with the orders of the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Moved by Folliott W. Barton, esq., D. V. Chaiiman, That the Poor Law Commissioners’ 
letter of the 24th August, with the marginal remarks of the Guard iansi thereon, be sent to 
the Commissioners. 

Passed unanimously (except one). 

No. 
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Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
(No. 7240 D. 41.) 24th August 1841. 

Sir, 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration 
minutes of proceedings of the Board of Guardians of the Low- 
therstown Union on the 7th instant, containing a resolution and 
a letter addressed to the Commissioners relative to the arrange- 
ments which have been made for providing a workhouse for the 
Union. 

With reference to the statement as to the plans, &c., not having 
been submitted to the Guardians, the Commissioners desire to 
state, that the plans were lodged with the clerk of the Union for 
•21 days before the contract was entered into, and that the 
working drawings have been lodged with the clerk of the works, 
and accessible to the Guardians from the commencement of the 
building ; and at a meeting of the Guardians on the 10th March, 
the Assistant Commissioner stated the arrangements that were 
then being made for providing a workhouse, and for taking a 
contract, and that he hoped by the next meeting the founda- 
tions would be laid ; and the Commissioners are informed, that 
after the information then afforded by the Assistant Commis- 
sioner, no inquiries were made for further information, which, of 
course, he would have given had it been desired; and no objec- 
tion was made as to the steps taken by the Commissioners. 

With respect to the statement, that unnecessary expense is 
put upon the Union from the Commissioners not consulting the 
Guardians before taking a site, the Commissioners have to 
observe that, inquiries having been made by the Assistant Com- 
missioner as to the most eligible ground for the purpose, and the 
respective sites offered having been inspected by him and by 
the architect of the Commission, that which has been selected 
was found to be on the whole the most advantageous in regard 
to situation and terms, and best adapted for the purpose. 

The terms are such as, with reference to the locality and its 
vicinity to the town, and the eligibility of the site, appeared to 
be reasonable; and the Commissioners are not aware of any 
sufficient ground for the dissatisfaction now expressed by the 
Guardians in reference to it. 



Notes by the Guardians on their Minutes 
in margin of the Commissioners’ Letter. 



Of this the Guardians had no notice. 



Of this the Guardians had no notice. 



The Assistant Commissioner made no 
inquiries, as he himself says ( 1 ), and did 
not even know that other landlords could 
have given sites, except Mr. D’Arcv. 



TheGnardians conceive themselves bet- 
ter judges of the prices and value in their 
own locality than any strangers who come 
into the country without making any in- 
quiries could possibly be, and know the 
price given far above market value, and 
far above what said ground would have 
gone for if competition had taken place, 
which it seemed to be the wish of the 
Commissioners to avoid. 



With respect to the terms of the contract for building the 
workhouse, the Commissioners desire to state, that it was 
entered into upon public advertisement, and the lowest tender 
was accepted, and the amount of it is less than those entered 
into for workhouses of similar size for other Unions. 

In conclusion, the Commissioners desire to observe, that all 
the information usually given, and every information sought by 
inquiry, has been afforded by the Assistant Commissioner during 
the course of the arrangements, and the Assistant Commissioner 
having communicated the arrangements to the Guardians at the 
meeting of the 10th March last, the Commissioners trust that 
the Guardians will not now interpose objections, and hinder the 
progress of the works, by withholding their application for the 
loan. 



The Commissioners allowed the con- 
tractor to add 878 1 . to his first proposal, 
without sufficient reason to satisfy the 
Guardians if it was just to do so. 

When the Assistant Commissioner was 
asked on the 2d June, by ex-officio Guar- 
dian Archdall, the expenses of building 
and site. Assistant Commissioner’s reply 
was, it was time enough to know when 
Board had to pay ; Assistant Commissioner 
had previously told the expense of the 
building (2). 



Should the Guardians further postpone making that application, considerable inconvenience 
and delay in the completion of the workhouse may be expected to arise, while the Union 
will lose the benefit of the interest which would be accruing upon the Exchequer bills after 
the advance of the loan by the Government. On all these grounds the Commissioners urge 
the Guardians to an immediate compliance with the order directing them to borrow the 
amount required for providing the workhouse. 

By order of the Board, 

Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 



Resolved, That the Guardians will apply for the money at the rate of 300 /. for the site, 
and the sum the contractor first proposed for, viz. 4,072/., making in all 4,372/., the Guar- 
dians first being satisfied as to the title. 

Passed unanimously (except one). 
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Notes by Mr. Otway, Assistant Commissioner, on foregoing Observations of the 
Board of Guardians. 

(1 ) I never said any such thing. 

13th October 1841. C.G.O. 

(2) On the 2d June the Guardians were put fully in possession of the expense of the 
site, as well as of the contract. On being asked why detailed items of all the different 
expenses were not furnished by the Board, I stated that this was usually only done when 
the Board was called on to borrow or advance the money to pay for them ; I never used 
the expressions above stated in the sense attempted to be conveyed in the note. 

13th October 1841. C. G. O. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No. 9483 D. 41.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 16th October 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of the proceedings 
of the Board of Guardians of the Lowtherstown Union, at their meeting on the 22d ultimo, 
from which it appears that the Board of Guardians still refused to make application to the 
Exchequer Bill Loan Commissioners for a loan of the amount required by the Commis- 
sioners’ order ; and they desire to state that they cannot entertain the proposal made by the 
Guardians to make application for a loan of 4,372/., being less than the amount specified 
in the order of the 22d of June last, issued by the Commissioners in conformity with the 
provisions of the Irish Poor Relief Act. 

The Commissioners deeply regret that all the explanations and remonstrances afforded 
since the 2d June have failed to induce the Guardians to acquiesce in executing the legal 
orders of the Commissioners, and that great delay in the execution of the works of the 
workhouse buildings, and heavy expenses, will be entailed on the Union, from the course 
that has been pursued by the Guardians, a course which, if persisted in, will involve the 
Union in delays of a much more injurious extent and expenses of a much greater amount 
than have yet taken place, and will at last force the Commissioners, however painful it may 
be, to put into operation the powers with which the law has armed them for the protection of 
the interests of the Union, when, through default of the Guardiaus, their duty should not 
be duly and effectually discharged. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk of the Guardians of Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Lowtherstown Union. 



Minutes of Guardians, 20th October 1841. 

(No. 9783 D.41.) 

Present, C. G. Otway, esq., Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 

Proposed by F. W. Barton, esq., and seconded by Mr. George Hamilton, — 

Resolved, That the following letter be sent to the Poor Law Commissioners, in answer to 
their letter of the 16th instant; viz. 

Sir, 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians, in reply, to acknowledge the receipt of theirs 
of the 16th instant, and to remark, that no satisfactory explanation to the objections of 
Guardians have been offered, viz. why 875/. has been added to the building proposal, and 
why Mr. Otway chose to give such a sum as 697/. 19s. for the ground, when, if he had done 
his duty properly, by consulting the Guardians, it could have been had at much less. The 
Guardians maintain that all the delay and expense the Union may be put to is the fault of 
the Commissioners, in the very improper way they have conducted the affairs of this Union 
since the commencement ; and also have to acquaint the Commissioners that they never 
will give the sanction of their names to such improper proceedings. 

The Guardians in the strongest manner deny the insinuation of the Commissioners, that 
they are guilty of any default of duty ; if the Commissioners had done their duty properly 
towards the Union, the Guardians would have obeyed their orders ; but when the Commis- 
sioners choose to burthen (either from ignorance or any motive) the Union with unnecessary 
expense, the Guardians know it to be their duty to oppose it, at least not to give the sanc- 
tion of their names to such improper doings. 

There were ten votes for, and three against, this resolution and letter. 

Moved by F. W. Barton, esq., That the following question be put to Mr. Otway ; viz. 

“ Have you seen that the sum of 150/., charged against the Union for tenant’s right, has 
been bona fide applied to that purpose? ” 

Mr. Otway’s answer thereto . — “ I have not seen any sum applied bona fide for any purpose, 
as no sum for providing the workhouse has been yet rendered available, by the Guardians 
refusing to borrow the necessary money; the agreement was entered into with Mr. D’Arcy 
for the site, as this Board has been repeatedly and fully informed of, and not with the 
occupiers; he (Mr. D’Arcy) charged 150/. for getting up possession from the tenants, 
and giving it to the Commissioners; possession has been given to the Commissioners; it is 

with 
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with Mr. D’Arcy alone that the Commissioners have dealt, and not with the occupiers, and 
it is not necessary for the Commissioners to take any steps as to the application of the 
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Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Gentlemen, 28th October 1841. 

It is with much regret that the Poor Law Commissioners perceive, by the minutes of 
your proceedings on the aoth instant, that, notwithstanding the full explanations heretofore 
given, and the urgent representations which have been repeatedly made, the Guardians 
still refuse to comply with the order, bearing date the 22d June, directing them to raise 
or borrow the sum of 6,6oo/. for the purpose of providing a workhouse for the Union. 

The Commissioners had hoped that their letter of the 16th instant, together with the 
personal representations of their Assistant Commissioner, Mr. Otway, would have led 
the Guardians to consider seriously and temperately all the consequences of a longer 
resistance to the above-named legal order: the Commissioners wish to believe that this 
resistance has hitherto been owing rather to a misapprehension of their duties and respon- 
sibilities on the part of the Guardians, than to any wish to oppose the law, or to embarrass 
the Commissioners in carrying out its provisions. 

This misapprehension the Commissioners have endeavoured to remove, but unhappily, as 
it appears, without success ; yet if the Guardians will again refer to the various letters 
which have been addressed to them on this subject, from the 4th June downwards, they 
can scarcely fail to perceive that they have no legal or reasonable ground for refusing to 
obey the Commissioners’ order, either with respect to the purchase of the site, or the 
amount of the contract entered into for building the workhouse ; for the Guardians are 
in no way responsible for either of these acts, and have in fact nothing whatever to do 
with the building, until it is declared, under the seal of the Commission, as the workhouse 
of the Union ; whilst the Guardians are unquestionably bound to obey a legal order, a 
failure in which subjects them individually and collectively to the penalties provided by the 
Act. 

It has ever been the Commissioners’ wish, in all their communications with Boards of 
Guardians, to withhold nothing from them, but to communicate, with perfect frankness 
and without reserve, every information affecting the interests of the Union ; and the 
Commissioners are totally unconscious of a different course having been adopted in the 
case of the Lowtherstown Board, and desire very earnestly to assure the Guardians that if 
they entertain or ever entertained an impression that such has been the case, they are 
altogether mistaken, it ever being the anxious desire of the Commissioners to assist and 
co-operate with the Guardians in every way, and to cultivate the most frank and friendly 
relations. 

Whilst so acting, however, the Commissioners do not forget that it is their bounden duty 
to uphold the law, and, in any case of open and protracted resistance, to enforce its provi- 
sions ; in the present instance, although it will be most unwillingly, the Commissioners 
consider that they have no alternative but to call the coercive provisions of the Act into 
operation, if the Guardians persist in refusing obedience to the order of the 22d of 
June; if the Commissioners’ order may be either disregarded or obeyed, at the option of the 
party to whom it is addressed, what security have the Guardians themselves for any one of 
their official acts ? they having been constituted, and the Union itself formed, by an order 
under the seal of the Commission, similar in legal force to the order which the Guardians 
have refused to obey. 

The Commissioners have laid the whole case before the law officers of the Crown, whose 
opinion is clear upon the point at issue, and by whose advice the Commissioners will be 
guided in the steps which they may take in this case. 

As preparatory to other proceedings, the Commissioners herewith send you an order 
rescinding so much of the order of the 22d June as gives the Board of Guardians the option 
of borrowing the money required for providing the workhouse, or of raising it by rate, 
and directing them to take the former course within a limited period. 

This new order is not to be considered as issued adversely, and if the Guardians will, as 
the Commissioners earnestly hope they will, yield that prompt obedience to it which the law 
requires, its intention will be fulfilled, and the affairs of the Union will proceed harmo- 
niously and satisfactorily ; but if, on the contrary, the Guardians should disobey the 
order, the Commissioners must then resort to the painful alternative before indicated, and 
adopt such measures as their duty to the public requires. 

The Commissioners entreat the Guardians not to view this statement in the light of a 
threat ; it is not intended as such, neither is it given in any offensive sense, but solely with 
the view of pointing out the course which the Commissioners must of necessity take, aud 
from which necessity, most painful as it is to themselves, and injurious as it must be to 
the Union, it is in the Guardians’ power, and is the Guardians’ duty, to protect them, by a 
prompt fulfilment of the order herewith transmitted. 

To the Chairman and Board of Guardians By order of the Board, 

of the Lowtherstown Union. Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 
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Letter from the Commissioners to the Clerk of the Union. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

S; r> 28th October 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners transmit to you herewith a letter addressed to the chair- 
man and Board of Guardians of the Lowtherstown Union, together with a sealed copy o{ 
the order therein referred to ; and the Commissioners desire that you will forthwith take 
steps for assembling an extraordinary meeting of the Board of Guardians on the earliest 
possible day, to take into consideration that letter, and the order accompanying it. 

The Commissioners also request that you will give immediate information of the day of 
meeting to Mr. Otway, Assistant Commissioner, in order that he may attend. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Lowtherstown Union. 



Minutes of Guardians, 8th November 1841. 

(No. 10365 D. 41.) 

Present, C. G. Otway, esq., Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 

The minutes of the preceding meeting being read ; 

The Poor Law Commissioners’ letter of the 28th October, directing the clerk to summon 
an extraordinary meeting of the Board of Guardians, to consider the Commissioners’ letter 
of the same date, in answer to the minutes of last meeting, and a sealed order, dated 25th 
October 1841, rescinding part of the order of the 22d June, and directing the Guardians 
to borrow the sum of 6,600/. for providing a workhouse for the Union, within 21 days 
from the date thereof, being all read ; 

Proposed by F. W. Barton, esq., and seconded bv Mr. Christopher Graham, That the 
following questions be put to Mr. Otway, Assistant Poor Law Commissioner : 

Question 1. — Why did you make choice of ground without consulting us, when your 
instructions are that we are to give our opinion of local subjects ? 

Mr. Otway’s answer . — 1 have already fully and repeatedly explained to the Guardians the 
whole of the course I adopted with regard to the selection of a site for their Union, and I 
would always have been most grateful to receive any suggestions, or to listen to any 
objections, had they offered or made any such, in conformity with the printed observations 
on the Commissioners’ orders which were in their possession, and to which they now 
refer; and I very much regret the Board should have withheld any intimation of their 
objections to ihe arrangements, which they had long previously been made acquainted with, 
until the 2d June, when it would have been out of the power of the Commissioners to 
have attended to their objections, even had they thought such valid; that I regret I was 
unavoidably absent from the meetings of the 7th April and 5th May, when I could and 
would have gladly afforded the Board any information on the subject, had I been at the 
meetings of the Board. 

Question 2. — Why did not you consult us before you added 878/. to proposal ? 

Answer.— This subject is not in my department ; I gave every information I was in 
possession of; and the subject has been fully explained in the letters of the Commissioners 
to the Board. . , ,, , 

Question 3. — Why did you not open again to competition the building when you allowed 
the present contractor to increase his proposal ? 

Answer. — Same as No. 2. 

Question 4. — Have you further information as to the way the 150 /. was laid out ? 

Answer. — No further information than I gave on the last day. 

Mr. Otway, Assistant Commissioner, brought before the consideration of the Board the 
Poor Law Commissioners’ order of the 25th October, and urged them to act in conformity 
with it. 

The Board refused to make the application. 



Minute of Guardians, 17th November 1841. 

(No. 10633 D. 41.) 

Resolved, That in consequence of our not being able to receive any satisfactory answer 
to our letters to the Poor Law Commissioners, we authorize Folliott Warren Barton and 
James Lendrum, esqrs., two of our Board of Guardians, to wait on the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners in Dublin, and ask explanation relative to the differences between the Board of 
Guardians and the Commissioners. 

Passed unanimously. 



Minute of the Poor Law Commission, Dublin, on the attendance of a Deputation from the 
Board of Guardians, 19th November 1841. 

The Board had an interview with Mr. Folliott Warren Barton and Mr. James Lendrum, 
Guardiaus of the Lowtherstown Union, who attended in pursuance of a resolution passed 
' by 
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by the Board of Guardians on the 17th instant, directing them to wait on the Commis- 
sioners ; and discussed the whole question at issue between them and the Guardians in 
respect to the raising or borrowing of the money required for providing the workhouse ; 
when it was agreed, that the Commissioners should be furnished with a written statement 
of the several matters connected therewith. 



Letter from Messrs. Barton and Lendrum, deputed by the Board of Guardians, to the 
Commissioners. 

(No. 10743* D. 41.) 

Sir, Sackville-street Club House, 20th November 1841. 

Having been deputed by the Board of Guardians of Lowtherstown Union to confer with 
the Poor Law Commissioners relative to the subjects at present under discussion, we beg, 
in consequence of our conversation with you on the 19th instant, to suggest to the Board 
of Commissioners, that should they think proper to give to the Board of Guardians a satis- 
factory guarantee that in the event of the Guardians, at their next meeting, acceding to 
the order of the Commissioners, and executing the bond for the full amount required to be 
raised, no payments exceeding the amount of 300/. for the site of the workhouse, and 
4,078/. to the building contractors, shall be made from said fund, until the result of an 
inquiry before Parliament or other competent tribunal, into the circumstance connected 
with the purchase of the site and the completion of the contract, shall be known, it would 
probably have the effect of removing the objections which at present exist in the minds of 
the Guardians to complying with said order of the Commissioners. 

We shall be most happy to receive any communication on the part of the Commissioners 
which you may think proper to address to us. 

And have, &c. 

Folliott Barton. 

George Nicholls, esq. James Lendrum. 

Poor Law Commission Office. 
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Letter from the Commissioners to the Deputation of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Gentlemen, 24th November 1841. 

The Poor Law Commissioners received on the 22d instant your letter of the 20th, in 
which you state, on behalf of the Lowtherstown Board of Guardians, that their present 
objections to comply with the order to borrow would probably be removed if the Commis- * 
sioners would guarantee that not more than 300/. should be paid for the site, nor more 
than 4,078 1 . under the contract for building the workhouse, until the circumstances con- 
nected with the purchase of the site and the making the contract should have been inquired 
into. 

The Commissioners are always desirous of affording every satisfaction to Guardians, 
individually and collectively, whenever they can do so consistently with their public duty ; 
and in the present instance readily assure the Lowtherstown Board, through you, that the 
purchase-money for the site shall not be paid until the question of amount has been again 
considered ; and as the amount agreed to be paid to Mr. D’Arcy for the land appears to 
be unsatisfactory to many members of the Board of Guardians, the Commissioners suggest 
wheiher it might not be the best and most satisfactory mode of proceeding, for Mr. D’Arcy 
and the Board each to appoint an indifferent person to say what would, in their judgment, 
be a fair price, under the circumstances ; and if these parties cannot agree, let them name 
an umpire. 

The Commissioners cannot doubt that Mr. D’Arcy would readily assent to such a pro- 
posal ; for he must be sensible that, in agreeing to the price for the site, the Assistant Com- 
missioner placed himself entirely in his hands. It was natural, if not necessary, that he 
should do this, Mr. D’Arcy being the chairman of the Board of Guardians, and of course 
therefore possessing their confidence, and in constant communication with them, and 
being, moreover, the owner of the town and the property immediately adjoining. He 
therefore was the most fitting person for the Assistant Commissioner to communicate with 
on the occasion ; and the Commissioners always presumed that whatever was done respect- 
ing the purchase of the site, would have been communicated to the Board of Guardians by 
Mr. D’Arcy, from whom it was obtained ; and by Mr. Johnson, another Guardian, who was 
the tenant in possession. Seeing, however, that this was not the case, and that misappre- 
hension has arisen in consequence, the Commissioners offer the above suggestion, as the 
most likely mode of removing existing differences. 

With respect to the second point adverted to in your letter, namely, the payment to the 
contractor for building the workhouse, the Commissioners have to remark, that the con- 
tract is a regular instrument, duly executed by and legally binding on the contracting 
parties, and must be fulfilled to the" letter. No variation or compromise can be admitted 
without endangering the authority of the instrument, which must be carefully guarded 
against. 

In their lengthened interview with you on the 19th instant, the Commissioners regretted 
to perceive that there was an impression on the part of the Guardians, that the original 
tender of the contractors ought not to have been increased from 4,072/. to 4,950/. ; and 
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also, that the Commissioners had not been sufficiently communicative with respect to this 
and other matters affecting the interests of the Union. 

The Commissioners can now only repeat the assurances which they then gave you person- 
ally, that it is their earnest desire to afford the fullest information to Boards of Guardians, and 
to cultivate the most frank and unreserved communication with them; but the heavy pres- 
sure of business upon the office, and the total occupation of their time, often prevents their 
doing this to the extent they wish ; and they are compelled in such cases to depend upon 
the Assistant Commissioners to give that information and those explanations to Boards of 
Guardians which the Commissioners are themselves precluded from affording in a written 
shape. 

Very unfortunately, in the instance of Lowtherstown Union, Mr. Otway was prevented 
from attending two of its meetings ; on one occasion by illness, and on another by his being 
unavoidably detained in the north of Donegal. Had he been present at these meetings, 
the fullest information would have been afforded by him to the Guardians, both as to the 
purchase of the site and the amount of the contract. As respects the latter, it was stated 
to you at this office on the 19th, that the Commissioners do not pledge themselves 
ever to accept the lowest tender, and, in fact, rarely do so; but they look to the character 
and capabilities of the parties tendering, and especially to the amount for which the Com- 
missioners know that the work can be duly performed, a wide experience having shown 
them, that in every case where the contract is taken at an inadequate amount, the result is 
unsatisfactory. There is, moreover, no power to compel the fulfilment of a tender until the 
contract has been duly executed, after which, it of course becomes equally binding on all 
the parties included in it. 

In the present case. Hardy & M'Elroy’s first tender was, as you are aware, 4,072 1 ., but 
this amount was so much below what the Commissioners knew the work could be executed 
for, that they certainly would not have accepted it ; subsequently, however, the parties 
amended their tender, stating as a reason, that some errors and omissions existed in the 
first, which they withdrew, and then offered to execute the work for 4,950/., a sum cer- 
tainly below the average cost of erecting houses of like size, and 150 /. below the lowest of 
the other tenders ; but still, as it appeared to the Commissioners’ architect that it would be 
possible to do the work in a proper manner for this sum, and as the parties were locally 
resident and of good character, and had erected other buildings in the town and neighbour- 
hood satisfactorily, the Commissioners considered that they were acting best for the inter- 
ests of the Union by accepting the amended tender ; and a contract was entered into with 
Messrs. Hardy & M'Elroy accordingly. 

* This is the whole of the case as respects the contract for building the workhouse, and the 
Commissioners understood that it had been pretty fully stated in the architect’s report on 
the teuders, a copy of which was forwarded to the Board of Guardians ; but on reference, 
it appears that the results only were stated, with the architect’s recommendation that Hardy 
& M'Elroy’s amended tender should be accepted. 

In conclusion, the Commissioners wish, through you, again to impress upon the 
Lowtherstown Board of Guardians the necessity of their forthwith taking steps for obtain- 
ing the requisite loan from Government, in conformity with the order, bearing date the 25th 
October 1841. 

By order of the Board, 

To John Barton, esq., and James Lendrum, esq., Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk 

Guardians of the Lowtherstown Union. 



Letter from the Deputation of Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 10850 D. 41.) 

Sir, Sackville-street Club House, 25th November 1841. 

We beg to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 24th instant, which we 
will take the earliest opportunity of submitting to the consideration of the Board of Guar- 
dians of Lowtherstown Union. 

And have. See. 

Foltiott Barton. 
James Lendrum. 



Minutes of Guardians, 15th December 1841. 

(No. 11471 D. 41.) 

Present, C. G. Otway, esq., Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 

The minutes of the preceding meeting being read, a letter from F. W. Barton and James 
Lendrum, esqrs., to the Commissioners, dated 20th November, the Commissioners’ letter of 
the 24th November, and Messrs. Barton and Lendrum’s letter of the 25th November, being 
all read by Mr. Barton; 

Moved by F. W. Barton, esq.. That the letters read be inserted in the minute-book. 
Passed unanimously. 

Moved 
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Moved by F. W. Barton, esq., and seconded by Mr. Graham,— 

Resolved, That the Board of Guardians do accede to the suggestion of the Poor Law 
Commissioners, of referring the difference as to the price of the site to arbitration. 

Passed unanimously. 

The question of arbitration being put to Mr. D’Arcy by Mr. William Graham, Mr. 
D’Arcy gave the following reply ; viz. 

Not having had any communication from the Commissioners, with whom I had the 
dealings, on the part of those I dealt for, I must, with every respect to the Guardians, refuse 
giving 0 an answer to the suggestion through the Guardians. 

Proposed by W. Archdall, esq., and seconded by Christopher Graham,— 

Resolved, That the Board of Guardians having acceded to the suggestion of the Poor 
Law Commissioners, concerning an arbitration regarding the price of the site of the work- 
house, and the foregoing answer having been given by Mr. D’Arcy, they consider it would 
be premature to apply for any loan until the price of the site and building, and all ques- 
tions regarding them, have been satisfactorily settled. 

Passed unanimously. 

The following question was proposed to be put to Mr. Otway, Assistant Commissioner, 
by F. W. Barton, esq., and seconded by Christopher Graham, viz. “ Did you settle the 
price of the site and situation of this Union Workhouse before this Board of Guardians 
were formed?” 

Mr. Otway’s answer — “ The Poor Law Commissioners did not settle the price of the site 
and situation previous to the formation of the Board of Guardians.” 

Proposed by W. Archdall, esq., seconded by Colonel Barton, and passed unanimously, 
That Mr. D’Arcy’s reply to the foregoing be inserted in the minutes, which was as follows; 
viz. “ Mr. D’Arcy requests to be permitted to state to the Board of Guardians, in conse- 
quence of a statement made in the Commissioners’ letter to Messrs. Barton and Lendrum, 
that he denies that the Assistant Commissioner placed himself entirely in his hands, and 
that Mr. D’Arcy had not any communication with the Commissioners about the purchase 
of the site since before he was appointed chairman of the Lowtherstown Board.” 
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Minutes of Guardians, 12th January 1842. 

(No. 446 D. 42.) 

Present, C. G. Otway, esq., Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 

The minutes of the preceding meeting being read, the Board proceeded. 

Proposed by Mr. Barton, and seconded by Christopher Graham,— 

Resolved, That we consider the Commissioners and Mr. D’Arcy ought to explain the 
contradictions in their various letters and assertions entered on the minutes of the proceed- 
ings of the 15th ultimo, before the Board entertain the subject of the grant of the money for 
the building and site of the poorhouse. 

There were nine votes for the resolution, and seven against it. 

A letter from the building contractors, M'Elroy 8c Hardy was read, and refused, — 
(Copy.) 

“ Gentlemen, Lowtherstown Union Board of Guardians. 

“ We, the contractors for your workhouse, beg to call your attention to our case and 
situation at present. We have laid out on building at Lowtherstown 3,000 1 ., and are actu- 
ally in the habit of renewing bills to the amount of 2,600/.; the last bill we renewed for 
400/. cost us 9/. 11 S. 8 d. discount, stamps and commission, not including travelling ex- 
penses, which would bring it up to 10 /. ; this repeated six or seven times in three months 
would positively ruin us. The building is also suffering for want of cover ; besides, we 
have a very hard contract. We most sincerely request you would allow us money, as we 
endeavoured always to do our work well ; and we hope you will have the goodness not to 
connect us with any difference of opinion which may have arisen at any of your former 
meetings with reference to our contract. 

“We are ready at any time we are called on to give satisfactory explanation of our con- 
duct in taking it out with the Commissioners. We sincerely hope that you will comply with 
the above request. 

“We have, &c. 

“ M' Elroy & Hardy.’' 



d James 
letter of 
;r, being 

ok. 

Moved 



Minutes of Guardians, 9th February 1842. 

(No. 1725 D. 42.) 

Present, C. G. Otway, esq., Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 

The minutes of the preceding meeting being read, Mr. Otway strongly urged the Board 
of Guardians to the necessity of their signing the deed for the advance to the Exchequer 
Loan Commissioners, in order to prevent the injury that was taking place to the workhouse 
and the contractors, and stated to the Board that, if they would sign the deed for the 
advance, he would give any guarantee they would require that the Commissioners would 
not apply any sum to the payment of the site, until the circumstances connected with the 
purchase of it should have been inquired into. 

The Board refused to sign the deed for the advance of the full sum required. 



616. 3 g 2 Minutes 
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Minutes of Guardians, 9th March 1842. 

(No. 2973 D. 42.) 

Present, C. G. Otway, esq., Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 

The minutes of the preceding meeting being read ; 

Mr. Otway brought before the Board the necessity of the Guardians making application 
for the advance to the Exchequer Loan Commissioners in the same manner as he did at the 
last meeting. The application was refused by the Board. 

Proposed by William Graham, and seconded by Guy Bleakley, — 

Resolved, That William Archdall and F. W. Barton, esqrs., be deputed to communicate, 
as they see best, with the Poor Law Commissioners, with a view to settle all matters in 
dispute relative to the price of the site of the poorhouse. 

Passed unanimously. 

Proposed by William Graham, and seconded by Mr. Barton, — 

Resolved, That the Poor Law Commissioners be requested to suspend the functions of 
the clerk of works, as at present but three tradesmen are employed. 

There were nine votes for the resolution, and three against it. 



Letter from Messrs. Archdall and Barton, a Deputation from the Board of Guardians, 
to the Commissioners. 

(No. 2979 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Riversdale, Enniskillen, 9th March 1842. 

We, having been deputed by Board of Lowtherstown Guardians to communicate with 
you relative to the dispute relating to the price of the site of workhouse, request to know if 
the Board agree to levy the sum of 6,202 1 . is. (being less than demanded by 397 1 . 19s.), 
would Commissioners guarantee that no further demand, directly or indirectly, will ever be 
made towards paying’said sum, which Board consider is so much above value of site. 

We have, 8tc. 

William Archdall, Vice-Chairman. 

F. W. Barton, Deputy Vice-Chairman. 



Minute of Board in Dublin, on Attendance of Deputation, 14th March 1842. 

Mr. Barton had an interview with the Board, as a deputation from the Board of Guardians 
of the Lowtherstown Union, on the subject of the workhouse site. 



Minute of Board in Dublin, on further Attendance of Deputation, 18th March 1842. 
Mr. Barton had an interview with the Board, as a deputation from the Board of Guar- 
dians of the Lowtherstown Union, on the subject of the workhouse site, accompanied by 
Mr. Otway, Assistant Commissioner, and Mr. Vesey, one of the contractor’s sureties. 



Letter from F. W. Barton, Esq., Deputy Vice-Chairman, deputed by the Board of 
Guardians, to the Commissioners. 

^ ° ^ ^ ^ Sackville-street Club, 29th March 1842. 

Will you have the •’■oodness to have sent to me copies of the letters that have passed 
between Mr. Collum, as agent for Mr. D’Arcy, and the Poor Law Commissioners, relative 
to the purchase of the site for the Lowtherstown Union ; or, if such full information is not 
convenient, the numbers of letters, and dates of each, that have passed on each side will fully 
answer the purpose. An early answer will oblige, as I want the information to lay before 
the Board at their next meeting, on the 6th of April, and I leave town on the 4th. 

Yours, &c. 

George Nicholls, esq. F- W. K arton - 



Note of Answer given by the Commissioners to Mr. Barton. 

The Commissioners stated they could not give copies ; but if he would call at the office 
he could see all the original papers, as well as the Attorney-general’s opinion on the case of 
the Lowtherstown site. 

Mr. Barton attended, and referred to the papers accordingly. 



Minutes of Guardians, 6th April 1842. 

(No. 4262 D. 42.) . 

First meeting of the Board of Guardians of the Poor of the Lowtherstown Union for the 
year ending 25th March 1843, held in the Court-house of Lowtherstown, pursuant to 
adjournment from Wednesday the 9th ultimo. 

Present, C. G. Otway, esq., Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 
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Mr. Otway brought before the Board the necessity of executing the deed of application Workhouses 

to the Exchequer Loan Commissioners for the advance of the sum required, in accordance (Complaints). 

with the orders of the Poor Law Commissioners, and explained to he new Board the cir- 

eumstances of the difference of opinion existing amongst the old Board as to the price of Lowtherstown 
the site. Union. 

Proposed by Mr. Barton, and seconded by Mr. Thomas Humphreys, — 

Resolved, That the Board refuse Mr. Otway’s application for a grant of money until their 
previous objections are satisfied. 

There were 19 votes for, and 3 against the resolution. 

Proposed by Mr. Barton, and seconded by Mr. Lendrum, — 

The sum of 150/. having been demanded for purchasing up tenants’ rights, we, having 
heard no such sum has been bona fide expended for such purpose, request Commissioners 
will institute an inquiry whether or not such sum has been so applied. 

Passed unanimously (except one vote). 



Minutes of Guardians, 4th May 1842. 

(No. 5534 D. 4a. . . 

Present, C.G. Otway, esq., Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 

The minutes of the preceding meeting being read, Mr. Otway made the following state- 
ment to the Board : — The passing away of the season the most important for building ren- 
ders it absolutely necessary, for tne preservation of the portions of the workhouse that have 
been built, and to insure the continuance of the works, that steps should at once be taken 
by the Guardians to carry into effect the orders of the Commissioners, made in conformity 
with the provisions of the Irish Poor Relief Act, to borrow the money necessary to enable 
the Commissioners to pay the contractors the sums due to them, and to enable tne works to 
be proceeded with, otherwise great loss will occur to the contractors that they have no right 



to be put to. 

The building will be materially injured, and the arrangements necessary for carrying the 
Poor Relief Act into effect retarded to an extent extremely injurious to all the best interests 
of the Union, which will be left without any provision for its destitute poor, while all the 
neighbouring Union Workhouses will be in operation, thus not only debarring the destitute 
poor of the Union from the relief that they would be otherwise entitled to, but exposing the 
Union to the influx of strange poor, who might not be anxious to avail themselves of the 
workhouse relief in the surrounding Unions. 

The Board of Guardians having, amongst other objections, made objections to the ar- 
rano-ements made for the obtaining a site, — while 1 request the Board to obey the legal 
orders of the Commissioners of the 25th of October last, I promise to the Board, in con- 
formity with the Commissioners’ letter of the 24th November, that the money for the site 
shall not be paid until the question of the site has been again considered, and fully inquired 



into. 

The architect of the Commissioners has this day inspected the. works, and has stated to 
me that they are virtually stopped, and that the works are suffering from the partially 
finished state in which they are left. _ 

The architect of the Commissioners was in attendance, and stated to the Board the injury 
that had resulted, and was still further likely to result, from the delay in the execution of the 
works, and that the work was virtually stopped. 

On the foregoing statement being made by Mr. Otway, the Board proceeded to vote, 
whether they would 5 borrow the money in conformity with the Commissioners’ order of the 
25th October 1841, and as requested by Mr. Otway, or not. 

The votes were as follows ; viz. 



For borrowing — Richard Aiken. 

Against— Charles Archdall, Henry M. Richardson, Andrew Crawford, Thomas Aiken, 
Guy 5 Bleakley, Henry Aiken, John Humphreys, Thomas Humphreys, William Graham, 
George Hamilton, James Johnston, John Johnston, Thomas Armstrong, and James Johnston. 



Minute of Board in Dublin, 21st May 1842. 

Mr. Otway and Mr. Collum attended the Board in reference to the Lowtherstown site. 
Mr. Collum is solicitor and agent for Mr. D’Arcy, and stated, on his behalf, that i( the Com- 
missioners would pay the purchase-money to Mr. D’Arcy, instead of into court, as advised 
by the Attorney-general, Mr. D’Arcy would accede to the Commissioners’ last proposal, tor 
a reference as to the price to be paid for the site. Mr. Collum was informed that, the case 
should be a»ain looked into, and that he should be informed of the Commissioners’ decision. 



Communications from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

1. Letter to the Chairman. 

(No. 161 M. 42.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

§i r> 26th May 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners consider it necessary to address you, in your capacity of 
chairman of the Lowtherstown Board of Guardians, in reference 10 the loan to be obtained 

Cl 6 . 303 for 



[age digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



418 CORRESPONDENCE between the POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS and 

for providing the workhouse of that Union, and the application for which has been so long 
delayed, to the serious injury of the interests of the Union itself, as well as of the contrac- 
tors for the building. . . . 

It is not necessary to recapitulate all the steps which the Commissioners have taken, m 
order to induce the Guardians to make the requisite application for the loan, which the 
Guardians have hitherto declined to do on the ground that the price agreed to be paid for 
the site is excessive : to obviate this objection, the Commissioners proposed, on the 24th 
November 1841, that the question of price should be referred to the arbitration of two 
impartial persons, one to be named by the Guardians, and the other by the vendor, 
Mr. D’Arcy ; but to this proposition Mr. D’Arcy, on the 27th December 1841, refused his 

The Commissioners having subsequently been led to believe that Mr. D’Arcy’s objection 
to a reference arose chiefly, if not altogether, out of his dislike that the Guardians should 
have any tiling to do witli it, or have any part in appointing an arbitrator, wrote to him 
again on the 27th April last, proposing that he should nominate one arbitrator, and the 
Commissioners the other; and that, if the two should not agree as to the fair value of the 
land, they should be empowered to call in an umpire; this proposition Mr. D Arcy also 
declined, in a letter received from him on the 19th instant, at the same time, however, 
referring the Commissioners to his agent and solicitor, Mr. Collum, who, he stated, was 
empowered to act for him. 

The Commissioners accordingly saw Mr. Collum, who repeated that which Mr. D Arcy 
had often previously stated, namely, that the price fixed is not excessive, looking to the 
expense of making out the title, and other circumstances, and that if the purchase were still 
to be made, he would require a larger sum for the land, more especially if the purchase- 
money was to be paid into court, and not to the vendor. 

Mr. Collum further stated, that if the Commissioners would pay the purchase-money 
to M r. D’Arcy, as he originally supposed that they would do, he would then agree to the 
reference as last proposed. 

To this, however, the Commissioners are precluded from acceding, by the opinion of the 
Attorney-general, which expressly direcis the money to be paid into court. 

Such is the state of the question as between the Commissioners and Mr. D’Arcy at this 
time, whilst, as respects the Board of Guardians, they are acting in direct disobedience of 
an order issued with all legal formalities, and which they are legally bound to obey ; and, 
as respects the contractor for the building, he is kept, out of moneys long since legally due 
to him ; his works are suspended, and suffering injury ; the Union is sustaining a serious 
loss ; the relief to the destitute poor is prevented, and the administration of the law 
intended for their benefit, and for the benefit of the whole community, is impeded. 

It is impossible that this stave of things can be allowed to continue ; it must be obvious 
to everv one that the Commissioners are bound to call into operation the powers with 
which they have been invested by the Legislature for the purpose of putting an end to evils 
of such serious magnitude, and for the toleration of which so long, they have no other reason 
to assign than that arising out of an earnest desire to avoid all coercive proceedings, and 
to allay the feelings of hostility and irritation which have unhappily prevailed on this 
question. 

There are two modes of enforcing an obedience of their order, open to the Commissioners 
in the present instance. They may dissolve the Board of Guardians, and appoint paid 
officers to conduct the business of the Union, under the provisions of the 26th section of 
the Poor Relief Act, or they may proceed by mandamus in the Court of Queen’s Bench. 
After much consideration, they have determined to adopt the latter course, as being the 
least open to exception, and they now desire to inform you, sir, and through you, the Board 
of Guardians of ihe Lowtherstown Union, that they intend forthwith to apply to the Court 
of Queen’s Bench for a mandamus against the Guardians individually and collectively, on 
account of their continued resistance to the Commissioners’ order, bearing date the 25th of 
October 1841, and requiring them to borrow the sum of 6,600/. for the purposes therein 
specified. 

The Guardians may still avert the necessity for such a proceeding bv a prompt compliance 
with the order, and they are again entreated to do so, and thus to save the Commissioners 
from the pain and regret which they cannot but feel, if compelled to take adverse pro- 
ceedings against the Board of Guardians, whom it is their wish to assist in every way, and 
with whom they earnestly desire to cultivate the most amicable relations. 

If, as the Commissioners still hope, the Guardians will now comply with the order, and 
thereby enable the Commissioners to complete the building of the workhouse, they have 
no hesitation in promising that they will not pay for the site until after an inquiry has been 
instituted, in reference to the sum which has been paid to the occupying tenants for giving 
up possession of the land. 

The Commissioners request that you will give the necessary directions for summoning 
the Guardians specially for your next day of meeting, on the 1st proximo, and that you 
will then endeavour to lead them to a temperate reconsideration of the question in all its 
bearings ; and they also request that you will cause a copy of the resolutions which may 
be adopted thereon, to be immediately forwarded to this office for the Commissioners’ 
information and guidance. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Chairman of the Board of Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Lowtherstown Union. 
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2. Letter to the Clerk, accompanying foregoing Letter. 

(No. 162 M. 42.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 26th May 184a. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to enclose herewith a letter addressed to 
the Chairman to the Board of Guardians of the Lowtherstown Union, relative to the applica- 
tion to be made by the Board of Guardians for the loan required for building the workhouse, 
in pursuance of the Commissioners’ order of the 25th October 1841 ; and I am to request 
that you will cause the letter to be forthwith delivered to him, and also give notice to every 
member of the Board of Guardians, in order that the subject may be brought before them 
at their next meeting, with a view to their signing the application. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Lowtherstown Union. 
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Minutes of Guardians, 1st June 1842. 

(No. 6848 D. 42.) 

Present, C. G. Otway, esq., Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 

The minutes of the preceding meeting being read, the Commissioners’ letter of the 26th 
ultimo, addressed to the Chairman of the Board of Guardians being also read; 

The following statement was made by Mr. Otway : 

To the Chairman and Board of Guardians of the Lowtherstown Union, 1st June 1842. 

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, 

In accordance with the repeated remonstrances I have made to you, and in conformity 
with the orders of the Poor Law Commissioners addressed to you on the 25th October 
1841, and the letter to your chairman of the 26th ultimo, I have to request of you to comply 
with the legal order directing you to borrow or raise the sum of 6,600/. to defray the 
expense consequent on the providing workhouse accommodation for your Union, as already 
detailed to you. 

The interest of your Union, and the carrying out of the Irish Poor Relief Act, requires 
of you immediately to comply with the orders of the Commissioners ; and as great public 
loss has occurred, and is still more likely to occur, by your repeated refusals to carry into 
effect the orders of the Poor Law Commissioners, 1 have now definitely and officially to ask 
you to take the necessary steps to borrow or raise the amount of money as directed ; other- 
wise the Commissioners will be forced, however unpleasant such a task may be to them, 
to enforce obedience to the law; they are entrusted to carry into effect, and to compel 
the Board of Guardians to obey their orders, in order to prevent the delay and injury 
to the interest of the Union that otherwise must ensue. 

Proposed by William Graham, and seconded by Thomas Humphreys, — 

Resolved, That as Mr. D’Arcy has refused arbitration, except on nis own terms, for the 
site of the Lowtherstown Poorhouse, that we offer arbitration between the Board and the 
Commissioners, and the difference, if any, to be charged to the Assistant Commissioner, as 
we verily believe, and the Commissioners admit, he has thrown himself entirely into 
Mr. D’Arcy’s hands, and we will appoint for an arbitrator a gentleman entirely unconnected 
with this Union. 

Proposed, as an amendment, by Folliott W. Barton, esq., and seconded by Mr. Guy Bleakley, 
That for the words in the foregoing resolution “ charged to the Assistant Commissioner, as we 
verily believe, and the Commissioners admit, he has thrown himself entirely into Mr. D’Arcy’s 
hands,” the following words be substituted, “charged to the Commissioners, they having- 
admitted that Mr. Otway had thrown himself into the hands of Mr. D’Arcy, and approved 
of his having done so.” 

On Mr. Barton’s amendment being put, there were 16 for the amendment, and four for 
the original resolution. 

Proposed by Mr. William Johnston, and seconded by Mr. Guy Bleakley, — 

Resolved, That the sum of 4,950/. be forthwith borrowed to pay the contractors for build- 
ing the Lowtherstown Workhouse, and that no money shall be borrowed or paid for the site 
until a perfect understanding is come to between the Commissioners, Mr. D’Arcy and the 
Board of Guardians, either by arbitration or otherwise. 

On the Board proceeding to vote, there were three for and 13 against the resolution. 

The following resolution was then put to the Board, — 

Resolved, That, in conformity with the Commissioners’ letter to the Chairman of the 
Board of the 26th ultimo, and their order of the 25th October last, that the Board should 
take the necessary steps to obey the Commissioners’ orders to raise or borrow the money as 
directed in the order. 

On the above resolution being put, it was rejected unanimously. 

The following question was then put to Mr. Otway by the chairman, viz. “ Why should 
the Commissioners refuse to enter into arbitration with the Guardians on the price of the site, 
having previously offered to enter into one with Mr. D’Arcy on the same subject?” 
Mr.°Otwav’s answer — “ 1 am not aware that the Commissioners made any such refusal. 
The Commissioners have endeavoured to have the matter amicably arranged by arbitration, 
616. 3«4 but 
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but Mr. D’Arcy, who, I conceive, should be a party to any arbitration on the subject, has 
refused the application made on this head to him by the ‘Commissioners, as already fully 
detailed to the Guardians by the Commissioners.” 

Proposed by F. W. Barton, esq., and seconded by Mr. Thomas Humphreys, — 

Resolved, That the following persons be a committee to take such steps as maybe neces- 
sary to defend the conduct of the Board before the Queen’s Bench: F. W. Barton, William 
Archdall, and James Lendrum, esqrs. 

Passed unanimously. 



Minute of Guardians, 29th June 1842. 

(No. 7968 D. 42.) 

The clerk submitted copy of an order from the Court of Queen’s Bench, dated the 8th 
June instant, and served on the 24th, for a mandamus against the Board of Guardians to 
command them to obey the Commissioners’ order of the 25th October 1841, or show cause, 
within 21 days from the service thereof, on the clerk of the Union. 



Minutes of Guardians, 27th July 1842. 

(No. 9258 D. 42.) 

A letter from C. G. Otway, esq., Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, to Mr. Barton, 
dated 25th July 1842, relative to the state of the workhouse building, the borrowing the 
sum of 6,600/. in conformity with the Commissioners’ order, and requesting of Mr. Barton 
to reconsider the matter, and bring the subject again before the Board of Guardians, in order 
to bring the question to a satisfactory issue, being read ; 

Proposed by Mr. Robert Archdall, and seconded by William Graham,— 

Resolved, That in consequence of Mr. Otway not attending this meeting, after having 
been requested by letter from Mr. Barton so to do, we defer applying for the loan at present. 

Passed unanimously. 

Note by Mr. Otway, Assistant Commissioner, on the foregoing, 5th September 1842. 

I was not requested to attend in the letter alluded to, and I did not receive the letter 
until the day after the meeting of the Board, viz. until the 28th July. 

J r n n 



Minutes of Guardians, 8th August 1842. 

(No. 9914 D. 42.) 

Present, C. G. Otway, esq., Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 

The minutes of the preceding meeting being read ; 

Mr. Otway impressed upon the Board, at last, to take steps to raise or borrow the sum 
of 6,600 /., in conformity with the Poor Law Commissioners’ order of the 25th October 1841. 

On the motion being put, there were seven votes for conforming to the order of the 
25th October 1841, and five against it ; it was consequently carried, That the application be 
made by a majority of two, and was accordingly resolved as follows : — 

At a meeting of the Board of Guardians of the Poor of the Lowtherstown Union, held on 
the 8th day of August 1842.it was resolved, That an application be made to the Exchequer 
Loan Commissioners for the loan of 6,600/. sterling, in conformity with the order of the 
Poor Law Commissioners, dated the 25th October 1841, and the provisions of the 90th 
section of the Irish Poor Relief Act, 1 & 2 Victoria, c. 56. 

(signed ) Rob 1 Archdall, 

Chairman of the Meeting, signing on behalf of the majority. 

W m Johnston, 1 ^, ,. 

n- 1 j A-f [-Guardians present. 

Richard Atkins ,J ' 

John Irvine , Clerk of the Union. 



Minutes of Guardians, 21st September 1842. 

(No. 12016 D. 42.) 

Present, C. G. Otway, esq., Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 

The minutes of the preceding meeting being read. 

A letter from the Poor Law Commissioners, dated 15th instant, directing the execution 
of a deed for a first advance of 4,000/. on the loan for providing the Union Workhouse, 
being read ; 

The deed, and a letter from Messrs. Barnes, Winter and Bernard, relative thereto, and 
dated 10th instant, being also read; 

Mr. Otway applied to the Board to execute the deed for a first advance of 4,000/. on the 
loan for providing the Union Workhouse, as forwarded by the Commissioners and directed 
by their letter of the 1 5th instant. 

It is proposed That, in conformity with the Commissioners’ letter of the 15th instant, that 
the deed for a first advance of 4,000/. to the Public Works Loan Commissioners be executed. 

On the question being put by the chairman, there were five votes for signing the deed, 
and four against it; the deed was consequently executed, and Use sea! of the Union was 
directed to be affixed thereto. 

A document 
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A document to John Strettell Brickwood, esq., secretary to the Public Works Loan 
has Commissioners, authorizing him to deliver the certificate for the sum of 4,000/., the amount 

illy of the deed, to the Governor and Company of the Bank of England, or order, was also 

executed, and the seal of the Union affixed thereto. 
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Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 13778 D. 42.) 

Sir, Lowtherstown, 20th October 1 84a. 

In conformity with a resolution contained in the accompanying copy of minutes of meet- 
ing of the Board of Guardians of the Lowtherstown Union, held on the 19th instant, 
directing me to apply for a copy of the proceedings of an investigation held by Mr. Otway, 
as to the sum charged for obtaining possession of the site of the Union Workhouse, 1 beg 
to call your attention to the resolution, which I presume is sufficient application on my part. 

I am, 8tc. 

John Irvine, 

To A. Moore, esq. Clerk to the Board of Guardians, 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin. Lowtherstown Union. 



Minutes of Guardians, 19th October 1842 (enclosed in foregoing Letter). 

Resolved, That the clerk be directed to apply for a copy of the investigation taken by 
Mr. Otway, as to the charge that the sum of 150/., asserted to have been paid for purchasing 
up tenants’ right for site of ground for workhouse, had been all so applied. 

Resolved, That we are of opinion that the following questions ought to have been put at 
the investigation by Mr. Otway, to Mr. D’Arcy, when requested to do so by a Guardian ; 

1 . What does ground sell for in and about Lowtherstown ? 

2. Why did you not, as chairman, give ihe Board of Guardians information of the pro- 
ceedings touching the price of ground while in progress ? r 

Passed unanimously. 
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Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

. 14th November 1842. 

Ilie I oor Law Commissioners have had before them your letter of the 20th ultimo, 
together with minutes of proceedings of the Board of Guardians of the Lowtherstown 
Union on the 19th October, and, with reference to the resolutions relative to the evidence 
taken by Mr. Otway, Assistant Commissioner, as to the amount paid by Mr. D’Arcy to 
the tenants formerly in possession of the site of the workhouse of the Lowtherstown 
Union, the Commissioners have directed that a copy of the evidence be lorwarded to you 
herewith. J 

The Commissioners have communicated wiih Mr. Otway relative to the questions which 
the Board of Guardians consider should have been put by him to Mr. D’Arcy, and the 
reason assigned by him for not pressing them, namely, that Mr. D’Arcy’s solicitor having 
objected to the questions being put, and he (Mr. Otway) not considering them as fairly 
bearing on the investigation which he was directed to institute, as to the amount paid 
by Mr. D’Arcy to the tenants formerly in possession of the site, did not think he had a 
right to press them, appears to the Commissioners to be satisfactory. 

Evidence was taken as to the value of the portion of ground (adjoining the site) which 
Mr. D’Arcy obtained from the occupiers, and now has in his possession. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk of the Guardians, Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Lowtherstown Union. 



Enclosure in foregoing Letter, Saturday, 6th August 1842. 

Inquiry into the amount paid by Mr. D’Arcy to the tenants formerly in the occupation 
of the Lowtherstown Workhouse site, for obtaining possession of it: 

If the 150/., as stated to have been paid by Mr. D’Arcy, was not paid, how much was paid, 
to whom, and in what proportions ? 

Mr. Otway stated the directions of the Commissioners to hold the inquiry, as above, 
and read the 2d, 12th and 13th sections of Poor Law Relief Act, authorizing tiie Commis- 
sioners and Assistant Commissioners to hold such inquiries. 

F. W. Barton, esq., stated, that in a letter of Mr. D’Arcy’s of the 24th September 1840, 
*>e states that 150/. had been expended in purchasing the interest of the tenants formerly 

6l G. 3 II m 
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in occupation of the workhouse site ; whereas that he received a letter, dated 16th March 
1842, from Mr. Johnson Anderson, as follows : 

“Sir, Lowtherstown, 16th March 1842. 

“Mr. D’Arcy paid Hugh M‘G rath 25/. and Mr. Johnson 60/. for about 7J acres of 
land and a good house and tenement; the remaining part of the land purchased, and 
which Mr. D’Arcy has now in his own hands, is much more valuable than the part laid 
off for the poorhouse, and the house on the premises is worth from 5 /.to 6 /.a year, See. &c.&c.” 

“ I am, &c. 

“ Johnson Anderson .” 

I wish to have the truth of this letter investigated on the part of the Board of 
Guardians, and Mr. J. Anderson is now in attendance to give evidence on the matter. The 
attention of the Poor Law Commissioners was directed to this subject so early as the 
20th of October 1841. 

Mr. Johnson Anderson stated that his letter, as handed in, was written by him, and that 
he believed the contents of it to be true, and that the witnesses lie had to prove it are, 
Hugh M'Grath, Mr. William Johnson, Mr. Alexander Aiken, and Mr. J. Irvine. 

Mr. William Johnson examined. 

Question. Were you in possession of any part of the ground now occupied as a work- 
house site, and on which the workhouse is building? — Answer. I was. 

Q. Of how much? — A. About two Irish acres and a rood. 

Q. How much did you receive for giving up possession of this ground 1 — A. Sixty pounds 
in money. 

Q. Did you for this sum give up possession of any more ground than that included 
in the workhouse site, which you state to have been about two Irish acres and a rood? — 
A. Yes, there was other ground; I gave up possession of all the ground I held under 
the particular lease which included the ground I held, and now forming part of the 
workhouse site. 

Q. How much land was in the lease to which you allude? — A. To the best of my belief 
there was about four Irish acres on Townhill, where the workhouse is situated, and six 
acres and a half Irish in Brownhill, at the other side of the town, and two acres and a 
half Irish in Burfet’s Hill. 

Q. Are there any houses on the lands you allude to as having given up to Mr. D’Arcy? 
— A . Yes, there is a house and garden on the Townhill, for which I got 4/. 15s. per annum, 
as well as I remember : and another portion of the same house which was not set ; I 
used it as a barn. 

Q. What do y ou think to be the value of the house and garden, taken as a whole ? — 
A. About 6/. per annum. 

Q. What was the nature of the lease you state you gave up to Mr. D’Arcy, including 
the property you have mentioned? — . 4 . It was made ;n the year 1826, for 21 years, and 
the life of my second son, who was then about two years old ; I paid under this lease 
40s. per Irish acre for the land in BroomhiU ; for the land in Burfet’s Hill, three half- 
guineas per Irish acre; for the land in Townhill, 40s. per Irish acre; this money was in 
Irish money before the change of currency. 

Q. Did you receive any other consideration for giving up the lease you here allude to, 
except the 60/. you have already stated your received? — A. Yes, I did ; I got a lease of 
about six acres and a half Irish in BroomhiU, and about two acres and a half in Burfet’s Hill. 

Q. What is the nature of the lease you leceived? — A. It was a lease of all the ground 
I held under the lease I gave up, with the exception of the ground I held in Townhill, at 
the rent of \l. 11s. per Irish acre, with a clause against sub-letting on a penalty of loZ. 
per acre, for the life of Archibald Johnson, or six years, whichever shall last longest. 

Q. Did you receive the 60 1 . as an equivalent forgiving up possession of and the omis- 
sion of the land you held on the Townhill, and of the new lease? — A. Positively, as part 
of an equivalent. 

Q. What was the other part of the equivalent you allude to? — A. The new lease, and a 
confirmation of an old lease of the 1st February 1810, of an old house now held by me 
in the town, made by Major Irvine, Mr. D’Arcy’s father, to the late Anthony Johnson, 
mv uncle, from whose executors I purchased it. The confirmation was as follows : * 
“ I hereby certify and confirm the within lease for myself and my heirs. — Wm. D’Arcy. 
14th September 1840.” 

Q. Of what value do you consider the confirmation of the lease ? — A. 1 am not prepared 
to answer this question. 

Q. You state, that you held about four Irish acres in the Townhill, and that of the por- 
tion of ground forming the workhouse site which you held was about two Irish acres and 
one rood; what. has become of the remainder of the ground you held on the Townhill not 
included in the workhouse site? — A. As far as I know, it is in possession of Mr. D’Arcy, 
and the house 1 held on the premises is included in the portion in Mr. D’Arcy’s hands. 

Q. Did you pay any more than 40s. per Irish acre, the sum reserved in your first lease 
for the ground you held on Townhill? — A. Yes ; I paid 3 1 . an acre for part of it. 

Q. How did this occur, when your lease was only 40s. per Irish acre? — A. I gave one 
acre of the four acres l held on the Townhill, under the old lease, to Robert Ginn, at the 

same 
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same rent I paid for it myself, 40s. per Irish acre ; Ginn returned the lease to me, on his 
leaving the country ; I then gave it to his son, John Ginn, by a memorandum, saying I 
should let him have it at the same rent his father held it at, as long as he required it for 
his own use. So John Ginn gave it up to Mr. D’Arcy when he was leaving the country for 
America, about five years ago, and I took it back from Mr. D’Arcy at the rent of 3 1 . per 
Irish acre. 

Q. Is this the acre you allude to, and for which you say you paid Mr. D’Arcy 3/. per 
the Irish acre rent, now included in the workhouse site? — A. It is. 

The above answers were read out to Mr. Johnson, who stated them to be correct. 

1 have heard the above evidence read, and declare it to be true, to the best of my belief. 

(signed) Wm. Johnson. 

Witnessed by and declared before me, 

C. G. Otway, 

6th August 1842. Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 
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Hugh M‘ Grath examined. 

Question. Did you hold a portion of the ground on the Townhill now included in the 
workhouse site? — Answer. Yes, I did. 

Q. How much 1 - — A. I held two acres and a half on the Townhill ; but I do not know 
how much of this is included in the workhouse site. 

Q. How much did you get for giving up possession of the two acres and a half of 
ground you held on the Townhill? — A. Twenty-five pounds ten shillings. 

Q. Whom did you receive this money from? — A. Charles Walker. 

Q. Had you a lease of that two acres and a half of ground, and of what nature ? — 
A. I had, for three lives, or 31 years (there were two of the lives in being), and at the 
rent of 2/. 2 s. Irish money per Irish acre, and 1 s. a pound receiver’s fees. One of the 
lives in existence is Wm. Henderson, about 40 years old, and the other Rob. Johnson, 
about 70 years. 

Q. When did you sell the ground to Walker, and what term did you give him of it? — 
A. About the time Mr. William Johnson gave up his ground (about two years ago) ; I gave 
him my own time of it. 

The above evidence was read to me, and I declare it to be true, to the best of my belief 
and knowledge. 

(signed) Hugh M‘ Grath. 

Witnessed by and declared before me, 

C. G. Otway, 

6th August 1842. Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 



Charles Walker examined. 

Question. You have heard M'Grath’s evidence ; did you purchase up the ground alluded 
to by M ‘Grath on the Townhill for your own use, or in order to get it, and give possession 
of it to Mr. D’Arcy, that he might dispose of it as a workhouse site? — Answer. I have 
heard M'Grath’s evidence ; I bought up the ground from M'Grath in order to give it to 
Mr. D’Arcy, that he might dispose of it as a site for the workhouse ; and I did so by 
Mr. D’Arcy ’s orders. 

Q. How much did you charge Mr. D’Arcy for giving up the two acres and a half, as sold 
to you by M ‘Grath ? — A. 1 only charged what I paid M'Grath myself, viz. 25 1 . 10s., and 
this sum I received from Mr. D’Arcy. 

Q. About what time did this dealing between you and Mr. D’Arcy occur? — A. I think 
two or three days before Mr. Wm. Johnson gave up his ground. 

The above evidence was read to me, and I declare it to be true, according to the best of 
my belief and knowledge. 

(signed) Chas. Walker. 

Witnessed by and declared before me, 

C. G. Otway, 

6th August 1842. Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 



Alexander Aiken examined. 

Question. Do you know what Mr. D’Arcy gets for the ground formerly in possession of 
Mr. Wm. Johnson and Mr. Hugh M'Grath, not included in the workhouse site? — Answer. 
I let it for Mr. D’Arcy to the people about the town to put their manure upon for 3 1 . per 
Irish acre, and part of it at 50s. per Irish acre for the same purpose. 

I declare the above answer to be true, to the best of my belief and knowledge. 

(signed) Alex. Aiken. 

Witnessed by and declared before me, 

C. G. Otway , 

6th August 1842. Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 

616. 3 I Inquiry 
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Inquiry into the Amount paid by Mr. D' Arcy to the Tenants formerly in possession of 
the Lowtherstown Workhouse Site (resumed 8th' September 1842). 

William D'Arcy, esquire, examined. 

Question. Did you expend the sum of 150 /. in purchasing up the interest of the tenants 
formerly in possession of the workhouse site, as stated in your letter of the 24th September 
1840 ? — Answer. I consider I did, and more. 

Q. How much did you pay Hugh M'Grath? — A. I did not pay any thing to Hugh 
M'Grath. 

Q. Did you pay any thing to any person for Hugh M'Grath?— A. I paid Walker 25/. 
for M'Grath, to get up his (M'G rath’s) holding. 

Q. Did you pay any thing to Mr. William Johnson, the other tenant? — A. I paid him 60 Z. 
in cash. 

Q. Did you give him any other consideration besides the money;— A. A great deal 
more. 

Q. What did you give him ?— A. I had to pay all the costs of the leases relating to that 
transfer. . 

Q. Was there any thing else?— A. A portion of land that was included m the lease in 
which the poorhouse site also was, I reduced the price of. 

Q. How much did you reduce the price of the land ; and how many acres were in tire 
complement you reduced? — A. I am not prepared to say. 

Q. Was tnere any other consideration . — A. I was obliged to make good a lease for 
valuable premises in this town. 

Q. What was the nature of the lease you made good, and in what resncct was it not 
good ? — A. It was a lease of premises in this town, and he could have only held during my 
father’s life, as I consider he made it against his leasing power. 

Q. Was there any other consideration? — A. The lease he held of the portion of 
ground in which the workhouse site was, he also held contrary to my fathers leasing 
power ; and the portion that he did not surrender of that holding I gave him a new lease of, 
for a young life, and at a reduced rent for a portion of it. 

Q. Did you get any more ground from either Mr. Johnson or M'Grath than was required 
for the workhouse site ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Do you hold it in your own possession ? — A. Yes, a portion of it. 

Q. Was the consideration you allude to given for the portion of land required for the 
workhouse site, and for the portion now in your possession ? — A. I only purchased up for 
the workhouse, as I thought the whole would be required. 

Q. Did you get up any other portion of land held by Mr. Johnson, except, what was 
required for the workhouse site, and what you state is in your possession? A. No other. 

Q. Is there any buildings on the portion you got up, and which is in your possession?— 
A. There is a house on it. 

Q. What do you get for the house?— A. I think 2Z. Is. Gd. half-yearly for the house 
and garden attached to it ; there is a barn attached to the house, which is not occupied. 

Q. Did you get up any portion of ground from M'Grath, except what was required for 
the workhouse f— -A . I did. 

Q. How much? — A. I cannot exactly say. 

Q. Did you give M'Grath any other consideration except the 25 1. you stated ? — A. No. 

Q. Have you the portion of land you got up from M'Grath in your own possession?— 
A. Tenants give so much for it for taking the crop off, manuring it themselves, the ground 
being ploughed and harrowed for them. M'Grath only held it for my father s life, as his 
lease was also contrary to my father’s leasing powers. He supposed he held longer, but 
this is my view of it. 

Q. What do you consider was the value of the lease you confirmed, of the house in the 
town, for Mr. Johnson ?— A. I did not make a valuation, but I had a statement sent to a 
notary public, who valued it at 148/. 7 s. 4 d. , 

Q. Will you furnish the statement on which the notary public made this valuation . 

A. Yes ; and I will furnish a copy of it. 

Q. Have you formed any calculation of the other considerations you state you gave 
Mr. Johnson, viz. the new lease of another portion of land distinct from the holding on the 
workhouse hill, and the house in the town at a reduced rent ? — A. No ; 1 have not formed 
any calculation respecting it. 

Q. How much did the costs of the leases relating to the transfer you have stated, 
amount to? — A. Fourteen pounds eight shillings and two-pence, as to both transfers. 

Q. How are the Commissioners to be satisfied that Major Irvine exceeded his leasing 
powers ? — A. I cannot tell. 

Q. Have you got the old lease Mr. Johnson held ?— A. That lease is not in my 



possession. 

Q. Are you aware of the number of years Mr. Johnson had in that old lease . — A. I hear 
21, but I am not sure. 

Q. Are you aware of the number of acres included in the new lease? — A. I do not think 
the number of acres are specified in the lease. 

Q. Have you formed any opinion of the relative value of the ground you got up from 
Mr. Johnson and M'Grath, compared with that of the portion got up from them, and now 
occupied as the workhouse site?— A. I have never made any calculation, or put any 
value on it. 

Q. Wliat 
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Q. What value do you put on the ground you got which adjoins the workhouse site ? — 
A • I never put any value on it. 

Q. Was there any portion of the land held by Mr. Johnson leased to him, or held by him, 
otherwise than by the lease from your father, which you state was only good for your father’s 
life ? — A. I do not think there was an inch. 

Q. What was the nature of the alteration of the lease of the house in the town which 
you made for Mr. Johnson?— A. I confirmed it. 

Q. Have you any statement that makes up the sum of 1 50 l, bona fide given for purchasing 
up the interests of the tenants formerly in the occupation of the workhouse site, as stated in 
your letter of the 24th September 1840, deducting the value of the interest in the land you 
retain ? — A. Not further than I have already stated. 

1 have read the above evidence, as given by me, and I declare it to be true, to the best of 
my belief. 

(signed) Wm. D’Arcy. 

Witnessed and declared before me, 

C. G. Otway, 

Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 

Sth September 1842. 



Minutes of Guardians, 16 th November 1842 . 

(No. 15243 D. 42.) 

The clerk laid before the Board the Commissioners’ letter of the 14th November, and 
copy of the evidence taken by Mr. Otway, Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, on the 6th 
August and 8th September last, at Lowtherstown, as to the amount paid by Mr. D’Arcy 
to the tenants formerly in possession of the workhouse site, for obtaining possession of it. 

Proposed by James Lendrum, esq., and seconded by Thomas Irvine, — 

Resolved, That a deputation of Guardians having this day viewed the progress of the 
workhouse, and having reported to the Board that the slates which are being put on have 
the holes punched, in place of being drilled and countersunk, as is now the practice of all 
good buildings, it is the opinion of this Board that such work is faulty, and should have 
been guarded against in the specification, and if it has been so guarded against, that 
the contractors should be kept to the terms of said specification, and that if it has not been 
provided against, the architect of the Commissioners is to blame ; and that the clerk be 
desired to communicate this opinion of the Board to the Commissioners. 

Passed unanimously. 

Proposed by F. W. Barton, and seconded by James Lendrum, esqrs., That the following 
letter be scut to the Poor Law Commissioners; viz. 

Sir, 

Upon reading the minutes of the proceedings of the investigation held by Mr. Otway, 
Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, Mr. D’Arcy says he confirmed a lease to Johnson, 
and values said confirming that lease at 148/. 7s. Gd., or gives us to understand it is of 
such value; it appeal's by Mr. Johnson’s evidence, that Mr. D’Arcy merely wrote on the 
back of the old lease, “ I hereby certify and confirm the within lease, for myself and my 
heirs.” We have evidence to show that Mr. D’Arcy’ s father wrote words to nearly the 
same effect on many leases, all of which he broke himself ; we at preseut do not think 
Mr. D’Arcy did legally confirm said lease, or if he did, that it is worth any such value as 
we are led to suppose ; we request the Assistant Commissioner may hear further evidence 
next Board-day. 

Passed unanimously. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 25th November 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of 
the Board of Guardians of the Lowtherstown Union, on the 16th instant, and with reference 
to the resolution expressing the opinion of the Board of Guardians as to the mode in 
which the slates are being put on the roof of the workhouse, the Commissioners desire to 
state that, having consulted their architect thereon, it appears that the slates are not 
required to be countersunk, because it is considered that the work will be sufficiently good 
and secure without incurring the extra cost, and it is not customary to countersink them 
in similar kind of work. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Lowtherstown Uuion. 

Further Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poof Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 12th December 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the Board 
of Guardians of the Lowtherstown Union on the 16th ultimo, containing a resolution relative 
to the amount of compensation given by Mr. D’Arcy to the tenants formerly in the occu- 
pation of the cite of the workhouse of the Lowtherstown Union. 

tijtj, 3l'2 Sufficient 
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I. 

Workhouses Sufficient evidence having been taken to show the sum paid by Mr. D’Arcy for getting 

(Complaints). possession of 8 a, 3 R. 36 p., viz. 90 /.10 s., and of the value of the portion of the 8 A. 3 r. 36 p. 

not included in the workhouse site, which Mr. D’Arcy now holds, the Commissioners do not 

Lowtherslown consider that the taking of further evidence on the subject, under the present circum- 

^ nlon- stances of the case, would lead to any practical or beneficial results, and they cannot, 

therefore, comply with the request of the Guardians that the Assistant Commissioner should 
hear further evidence on the subject at the next meeting of the Board of Guardians. 

By order of the Board, 

The Clerk to the Board of Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Lowtherstown Union. 



Resolution of Guardians, 14th December 1842. 

(No. 16799 D. 4-2.) 

That we are of opinion the architect is guilty of great neglect in not having the slates 
countersunk, as the expense would have been trifling in comparison to the benefit which 
would have been received from it, and perfectly in a piece with the way all the business of 
this Union has been carried on. 



Letter from F. IV. Barton, esq., Guardian, to the Commissioners. 

Sir, Clonelly, 6th February 1843. 

The Lowtherstown Board of Guardians wish very much to know what steps the Board of 
Commissioners are taking in consequence of the investigation lately held before Mr. Otway, 
relative to the sum of 150/., said to have been expended by Mr. D’Arcy in purchasing up 
the tenants’ right of site for workhouse ; it would be particularly desirable for Board to be 
informed on subject by next Board -day (8th February), as a sum of money is asked from 
Guardians on that day. 

Please direct to Lowtherstown. I am, &c. 

F. W. Barton. 

Note. — Referred to the Assistant Commissioner to communicate with the Guardians 
when attending their meeting of 8th February 1843. 



Minutes of Guardians, 8th February 1843. 

(No. 2453 D. 43.) 

Present, C. G. Otway, esq., Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 

The minutes of last meeting were read. 

The following letters from the Poor Law Commissioners were read by the clerk : — 

Letter from the Poor Law Commissioners, dated 25th January 1843, forwarding a deed 
of security, to be executed by the Board of Guardians to the Public Works Loan Commis- 
sioners, for a second advance of 2,600/. on the loan for providing the Union Workhouse. 

A statement of the expenditure out of the previous advance of 4,000 /., and estimate upon 
which the order to borrow 6,600/. was grounded. 

The deed and correspondence relative thereto, from Messrs. Barnes, Winter and Bernard, 
were submitted. 

Mr. Otway applied to the Board to execute the deed, in conformity with the Commissioners’ 
letter of the 25th January. 

On the motion being put by the chairman, it was rejected unanimously. 

The following resolution was moved by F. W. Barton, and seconded by Guy Bleakly, — 

Resolved, That Mr. Otway being present, but not being prepared to state what resolution 
the Board of Commissioners had come to, or yvhat steps they intended to take in conse- 
quence of the information obtained at an investigation held by Mr. Otway, relative to the 
purchase of the site, we postpone the completion of the deed until we have more informa- 
tion on the above subject. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 30th March 1843. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the Board 
of Guardians of the Lowtherstown Union on the 8th February last, containing a resolution 
declining to execute the deed of security for the second advance on account of the loan 
from the Public Works Loan Board for providing the workhouse of the Union, until more 
information is furnished to the Guardians than is at present before them, on the subject of 
the resolution come to by the Commissioners, and the steps they intend to take, in conse- 
quence of the information obtained by Mr. Otway at an investigation held by him relative to 
the purchase of the site. 

1 With 
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With reference to this resolution, I am directed to express the regret of the Commissioners 
that they have not succeeded in making any definite arrangement with Mr. D’Arcy on the 
subject, and, at the same time, I am to assure the Guardians of the full determination of the 
Commissioners not to pay Mr. D’Arcy a larger sum than they are legally and equitably 
bound to pay ; and that every information upon the subject, which it is in the Commissioners' 
power to give, shall be furnished to the Board of Guardians, for their satisfaction. The 
Commissioners have endeavoured, but without success, to induce Mr. D’Arcy to refer the 
matter to arbitration, and they have, by this day’s post, proposed to him, through his agent, 
to lay a statement of the facts of the case before some member of the Irish bar, and to abide 
the result of his decision. , . 

Mr. D’Arcy’s reply shall be communicated to the Board of Guardians when received ; 
but, in the meantime, I am to request that the Guardians will, in obedience to the order of 
the Court of Queen’s Bench, take the necessary steps for rendering the second portion of 
the loan available, and to receive the assurance of the Commissioners, that in the exercise of 
the responsibility with which the Legislature has invested them, they will use every precau- 
tion to protect the interests of the Union, and will not apply any portion of the money to any 
purpose which they are not legally responsible to fulfil. 

To the Clerk of the Guardians I am, &c. 

of Lowtherstown Union. Arthur Moore , Chief Clerk. 



VI.— EDUCATION OF PAUPERS. 



Copies of any Instructions relating to the Education of Paupers, issued by 
the Commissioners, and Copies of any Correspondence upon the subject with 
any Board of Guardians. 



2.— CORRESPONDENCE with Boards of Guardians, so far as it has been as yet 
possible to make a Return. 
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Communication from the Commissioners to the Guardians, 12th January 1841. 

(No. 190 D. 41.) . 

The Poor Law Commissioners forward to the Board of Guardians of Londonderry Union 
a copy of a minute of the Board of Commissioners of National Education in Ireland, 
together with a copy of the Fourth Report of the same Commissioners, to the 35th paragraph 
of which the minute makes especial reference.* 

The Commissioners desire to state, that they concur with the opinion of the Commissioners 
of Education, that the principle of the paragraph referred to is identical with that laid down 
in the 49th section of the Irish Poor Relief Act. 

The Commissioners desire to state further, that they recommend the Board of Guardians 
to make application for a grant of books and requisites for the workhouse school, on the 
conditions mentioned in the minute of the Commissioners of Education, and to avail them- 
selves of the other advantages offered in the same minute. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Guardians W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary, 

of the Londonderry Union. 



Communication from the Guardians of the Union to Mr. Clements, 

Assistant Commissioner. 

(No. 1039 D. 42.) 

Sir, Londonderry, 22d January 1842. 

I have enclosed herewith a copy of all the communications from the Minutes of the Board 
of Guardians to the Roman Catholic chaplain, on the subject of the education of the children, 
together with a copy of his letter of yesterday to the Board ; the Guardians are desirous 
that this copy should be forwarded to the Poor Law Commissioners, as expressed in their 
resolution of to-day, and I have preferred sending it through you. 

I have, & c. 

To the Honourable Chas. S. Clements, Samuel Kennedy. 

Si c. &c. &c. 

616. 313 Enclosures 
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* See former part of 
Return, p. 272. 
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428 CORRESPONDENCE between the POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS and 
Enclosures in foregoing Letter. 

Meeting of Guardians, 8th January 1842. 

Read a report from the schoolmaster, that the Roman Catholic chaplain had instructed 
him to withdraw the copies of the Douay version of the Scriptures from the Roman Catholic 
children in the school-rooms. 

Resolved, That the Roman Catholic chaplain he requested to state to the Board any 
objection that he may have to the mode of education carried on in the schools; and that for 
the present there be no change from the former order of the Board on this subject. 

Meeting of the Guardians, 15th January 1842. 

Read a letter from Mr. Kelly, dated the 14th instant, in reply to the communication from 
the Board at their last meeting, stating that he would attend the Board, and communicate 
his objections on the method of education to them. 

Ordered, That the clerk do write to him for the purpose of ascertaining whether he is the 
Roman Catholic chaplain to the workhouse, and, if so, to request that any communication 
to the Board may be addressed to them in writing. 

Gentlemen, White Cottage, 21st January 1842. 

Allow me to express to you my regret that the two communications made to me lately at 
your request, by the clerk of the workhouse, have imposed upon me, as curate of the Catholic 
children, the disagreeable duty of informing you, that it is from the Poor Law Commissioners 
in Dublin, and not from me, that a satisfactory answer to your first interrogatory is to be ex- 
pected by you ; and that with regard to the books through which religious instruction is to be 
communicated to the Catholic children of the workhouse, you are neither authorized by 
the law of the land, nor by any other law, to oppose the wishes of their responsible curate. 

1 should have ended with the preceding observation, were it not that, as I am far from 
intending to be either disrespectful or discourteous to the gentlemen who form the Board of 
Guardians of the Londonderry Union, I wish not to leave to any individual the slightest 
grounds for directing against me so odious an imputation. 

I beg leave, then, in addition, to inform the Board of Guardians, and all others who feel 
the slightest interest in learning it, that the circumstances in which the Catholic children are 
placed in the workhouse, have excited in me well-founded fears that some of them may, from 
reading the sacred Scriptures under a Protestant schoolmaster and Protestant schoolmistress, 
who are not beyond the suspicion of inculcating their cherished principles of the irresponsi- 
bility of individuals in their judgments on the sacred Scriptures, a principle in direct oppo- 
sition to the doctrine of the universal church, and destructive of Catholic faith, and (vide 
2d Peter, 3d chap., 16th and 17th verses) from their “ want of learning,” which is admitted, 
and “ instability,” which is at least presumed, “ wrest ” not only the inspired writings of 
St. Paul', in which there are some things difficult to be understood, but the other portions of 
the word of God, which is “ true light” only to the enlightened, to their own perdition. 

As I know similar calamities have occurred before (vide supra 2d Peter, 3d eh., v. 16 and 17), 
and, in similar circumstances, are occurring every day, I wish to take heed, “ lest the children 
entrusted to my care, who are not themselves thoroughly apprised of the dangers to which 
they are exposed,” may be led aside by the error of the unwise, and fall from the steadfast 
rock of Catholic faith into the boundless ocean of error, to be driven about, deprived of helm 
and compass and intelligible chart to the unintelligible, “ by every wind ” that from earth 
to hell may blow upon them. 

Though the motives alluded to above may not appear to a majority of the Board of 
Guardians, 24 out of 25 of whom are opposed to me in religious convictions, to justify the 
recommendation given by me to the master, I do trust that they shall exempt me in the 
minds of all men, guided in their judgments by “ the consensus communis,” from the charge 
of giving a vexatious, unprincipled or supercilious opposition to the obtrusive orders of a lay 
committee of Protestants, regarding the mode of instructing Catholic children in the prin- 
ciples of the Christian religion. 

I beg leave further to say, that my wish, which is in perfect accordance with the 17th 
section of the order of the Commissioners, with what is presupposed by the 3d clause of 
the 33d section, and with the spirit that dictated the 23d, is, that the Catholic children be 
instructed daily for some time in the principles of the Christian religion out of the Catholic 
catechism approved in this diocese, and that no other book be introduced for the religious 
instruction of any Catholic child until its introduction shall have been judged useful to the 
child by the Catholic prelate of the diocese. j ] jave g. c 

To the Board of Guardians of the (signed) J. Kelly, c. c. 

Londonderry Union. 

Meeting of Guardians, 22d January 1842. 

Read letter from the Reverend Mr. Kelly, dated the 21st instant. 

Resolved, That a copy of this letter be forwarded to the Poor Law Commissioners, with 
a request, that if Mr. Kelly be not the chaplain, that they will be pleased forthwith to 
appoint one ; and that the schoolmaster and schoolmistress be directed to continue the school 
under the same regulations as heretofore, until further orders. 

(True copy). 

Samuel Kennedy, Clerk to the Board of Guardians. 

Letter 
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Communication from the Guardians to the Commissioners. (Extracts.) 

(No. 8901 D. 42.) 

Sir, Londonderry, 9th July 1842. 

I beg to enclose you a copy of the entries in the chaplain’s book alluded to in the minutes 
of this day’s proceeding ; the resolution on the subject has reference more particularly to the 
last entry ; but as the former one seems to cast an unnecessary reflection on the Board of 
Guardians, I have sent it also. 

As regards Mr. Kelly’s subject of complaint, it is to come before the Board at their next 
meeting ; therefore I cannot send the particulars of it ; but I have gleaned, from numerous 
documents of his lately before the Board, that it is as follows * * * III. That he 

has discovered a class of girls in the school-room reading the Douay Testament under the 
superintendence of an old woman, a Protestant. 

***** 

3. That the Douay Bible has again made its way into the school : since the date of your 
communication on this subject, on the 18th of March last, the Scriptures have not been 
made a class-book, or taught in the schools ; but a short time since a class of grown-up 
girls, from 13 to 17 years of age, have been attending a part of the day in the school, and, 
from the fact of their not being regular scholars, the schoolmistress inadvertently permitted 
them the use of the Douay Testament, at their own request : immediately on the matter being 
mentioned to Mr. Mitchell, he desired, until these matters would be properly regulated, that 
the books should not be used in the school. 

I have, &c. 

To the Honourable C. S. Clements, Samuel Kennedy. 

See. See. Sic. 

Extract from Minutes of Guardians, 9th July 1842, referred to in the foregoing Letter. 

Read a letter, dated the 2d instant, from the Reverend J. Kelly ; also entries made in the 
visitors’ book, dated the 6th and 7th instant. 

Resolved, That the clerk do communicate to Mr. Kelly, that the Board will, on this day 
week, consider any charges which he may have to make, if reduced to writiug. 



Letter from the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

(No. 11960 D. 42.) 

Gentlemen, Londonderry, 20th September 1842. 

I beg to inform you of the case of a pauper aged 15, who was received into the London- 
derry Workhouse at the last meeting of Guardians ; this individual had been previously in 
the house, accompanied by his mother, who professed religious principles different from those 
given by the boy at his recent admission; and the, Guardians ordered that in consequence 
of his having obtained the age of 15, he should be registered under any denomination 
he chose. 

May I request the favour of your informing me, for the future guidance of the Board of 
Guardians, and the better understanding of the chaplains, whether the law regulating the 
0l6. 314 religious 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

(No. 1010 D. 42.) Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 3d February 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of 
the Board of Guardians of the Londonderry Union on the 8th, 15th and 22d ultimo, together 
with the Reverend Mr. Kelly’s letter of the 21st ultimo, relative to the Roman Catholic 
chaplaincy of the Union Workhouse, and, in reference thereto, they desire to inform the 
Board of Guardians, that on the 15th April, 20th October, and 12th November last respec- 
tively, they addressed letters to Mr. Kelly, which they then considered to be tantamount 
to appointing him Roman Catholic chaplain to the Londonderry Workhouse, which appoint- 
ment they also considered him to have accepted by a letter of the 27th October last, in 
which he stated, “ that he purposed to discharge all the duties of chaplain laid down in the 
Commissioners’ order.” 

In consequence, however, of certain entries made by Mr. Kelly in the chaplain’s books, 
stating that “ there was no regularly appointed chaplain,” the Commissioners felt it their 
duty to write to him again on the 2d December last, requesting explanations, and lie having 
stated in reply on the 6th December, “ that he could not take upon himself all the respon- 
sibilities of a Roman Catholic chaplain,” except upon conditions which the Commissioners 
are not prepared to concede, they consider that the Reverend Mr. Kelly is not now the 
Roman Catholic chaplain of the workhouse ; and they have addressed a letter to the Right 
Reverend Dr. M'Loughlin, the Roman Catholic Bishop, requesting him to recommend one 
of his clergy for the office accordingly. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians Arthur Moore , Chief Clerk, 

of the Londonderry Union. 



age digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 






VI. 

Education of 
Paupers. 

Londonderry 

Union. 



430 CORRESPONDENCE relative to POORHOUSES (IRELAND). 

religious education of children in a workhouse, under the 49th section, ceases when the 
child has attained the age of 15, as is the case with the liability for maintenance under the 
53d section ; the Guardians having assumed that such being the case, made the above order. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. Samuel Kennedy. 



Commissioners’ Reply. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 26th September 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th instant, 
relative to the age at which the control of a parent over the religious education of a child 
ceases, under the provisions of the Irish Poor Relief Act ; and the Commissioners desire to 
state that they concur in the view of the matter taken by the Board of Guardians of the 
Londonderry Union, as expressed in your letter. 

The Commissioners at the same time desire to call the attention of the Board of Guardians 
to a letter addressed to the Guardians of the South Dublin Union, relative to the religious 
education of children in the workhouse generally, contained in the Commissioners’ Report 
* See former por- for 1842, pages 90 to 92.* 

lions of this lleturn. By order of the Board, 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Londonderry Union. 
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